
RESOURCES / PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING

MONDAY, 23  RD   SEPTEMBER 2013  

Present: Cllr J. Hart (Chair), Cllr P. Allen, Cllr N. Holder, Cllr M. Johns, Cllr C. Lofts, Cllr J. Lovell,
Cllr A. Maycock, Cllr D. Tarbun

1. Apologies for Absence

Cllr D. Bain, Cllr M. Caseman-Jones, Cllr J. Green, Cllr J. Lynch

2. Declarations of Interest

Cllr Johns declared an interest in Item 5b; Grant Aid – Towcester Museum.  Cllr Johns signed the 
Declarations on Interest Register accordingly.

3. Open to the Public

No members of the public were present.

4. PLANNING

a) Decisions

Permission for Development granted in respect of:-

S/2013/0982/FUL 2 Tyrrell Way, Towcester
Single storey rear extension

b) Amendments

No amended applications had been received.

c) Applications

The committee raised no objections with respect to:-

S/2013/1147/FUL McDonalds Restaurants Ltd, Brackley Road, Towcester
Reconfiguration and extension of car park to allow alterations to the drive thru.
Extension of the patio areas and associated works

d) Appeal Decision

Appeal Ref: APP/Z2830/D/13/2200434
Application Ref: S/2013/0330/FUL
Proposed Development: First floor Extension
Address: 89 Clare Crescent, Towcester, NN12 6QQ

Correspondence from the Planning Inspectorate confirms that the appeal made under Section 78 of the Town 
and Country Planning Act 1990 against a refusal to grant planning permission has been dismissed.  

The decision of the Planning Inspectorate was noted.  The TC had made no objections to the original 
application.

5. Grant Aid

a) Towcester Youth Coffee Shop
Cllr Hart referred to correspondence from Dee Fagan.  It confirms the Towcester Youth Coffee Shop has 
been closed for 2 years.  The newly appointed Trustees are working very hard towards re-opening the café 
but the building is not fit for purpose.  The building was bequest to the youth of Towcester so it must be 



maintained for this purpose.  A business plan has been provided and the free services of an architect have 
been donated to draw up plans to extend and alter the building.  A list of forthcoming fundraising events / 
activities, detailed in the business plan, aim to raise £20,000 by the end of 2014.  The request to the TC is for 
a grant of £1,000 to bring the planning application through the planning process to approval.  
The Clerk confirmed there is no money allocated in the 2013/14 budget to provide grants.  The Council’s 
contingency fund is likely to be fully utilised due to problems at the Cemetery.  She referred to the New 
Homes Bonus.  There is currently £3,500 allocated to Towcester and the Clerk asked if the TC can support 
an application from the Towcester Youth Coffee Shop to receive funding from this source.  
Cllr Johns said, in the interests of fairness, the TC should invite all organisations in the town to bid for this 
fund.  
Cllr Lofts confirmed that a separate fund derived from the New Homes Bonus is available to the voluntary 
sector but this application must also be supported by the TC.  
It was agreed the Clerk will speak to Dee Fagan on this matter and Cllr Johns will find out further information 
from SNC on the application process for the New Homes Bonus.

Cllr Johns left the meeting for the next item.

b) Towcester Museum
Cllr Hart referred to correspondence from Rob Hamblin of Towcester Museum Group.  It states that the 
Museum Group currently receives no local or national government subsidy or funding.  It is staffed entirely by 
volunteers and is entirely dependent on public donations to enable its continued operation.  The Museum has 
significant overheads including the maintenance of a disabled lift, security and fire alarm systems as well as high 
mortgage, insurance and utility payments.  The request to the TC is for a grant of £3,000 to make a significant 
positive difference to the Museum’s financial position and enable it to continue to develop and flourish.
Cllr Lofts understood that the Museum building was donated and the rental income from 2 retail units in 
Museum Court was intended to cover the overheads of the Museum.  
The committee agreed the Museum Group would be asked for a copy of its business plan and details of its 
income / expenditure before further consideration can be given to its request.

6. Town Centre Fund

The Clerk and Cllr Lynch will be attending a meeting with Calvin Bell of SNC on 30th September to discuss 
proposals for the Town Centre Fund.  The TC is holding the sum of £19,041 in its budgets, resulting from the 
Council Tax Reduction Scheme and SNC has a larger sum from the S106 Agreement for the Aldi 
development.  The TC has held discussions with town centre retailers on the provision of CCTV.  The capital 
cost to install the cameras will be in the region of £35,000 but the system will have ongoing operational costs 
of £25,000 per annum.  The TC need to establish whether SNC would be interested in investing in this 
scheme, particularly as it would be possible to include the Moat Lane area.  Members of the committee were 
asked for their suggestions on how the fund would be best utilised.
Cllr Johns said he would not like CCTV to overtake discussions on the town centre fund.
Cllr Lofts said covered bus shelters for the town centre and outside gym equipment had both been 
mentioned.
Cllr Johns said he has heard of a grant being made available to town centre retailers to convert shop fronts to
a more traditional frontage style.
Cllr Lovell referred to Stony Stratford high street where the shops have hanging shop signs which make it look 
attractive.
Cllr Hart said that half of the Christmas tree lights need to be replaced at a cost of £1,000; Towcester 
Business Club would be grateful for this funding.  Also, with funding, the window box scheme could be 
expanded to make more impact in the town centre.
Cllr Johns suggested the replacement of the York stone paving in areas where tarmac has been used by the 
utility companies.
Cllr Lofts asked if the fund could be used to supplement salting and gritting over the winter months.

The outcome of the meeting will be reported back,



7. N.C.A.L.C.

Correspondence from Northants C. A. L. C. confirms that is Annual Conference and AGM will take place on 
Saturday, 19th October at Saxon Hall, Raunds.  Cllr Allen will be attending in his role of Director.  Members of 
the TC interested in attending were asked to notify the Clerk as soon as possible.

8. Finance

a) Cheques Issued
The Clerk distributed copies of the Cheques Issued List (cheque numbers 010432 to 010468).  Most items 
were ongoing; the following cheques were highlighted:-

010462 / £8414.34 to Princebuild – re-roofing works at Towcester Youth & Community Centre
010465 / £277.50 – One-off ‘without prejudice’ payment and gesture of goodwill payment

An accident, relating to the play area on Sandyhome Road, has been recorded in the TC accident book.  
Details of the accident were forwarded to all members of the RL Committee who agreed for the one-off 
‘without prejudice’ payment to be issued.  A form forwarded with the payment has been signed and returned 
to confirm that this payment has been accepted. 

b) Internet Payments List
The Clerk distributed copies of the Internet Payments List detailing the salary and pension payments for the 
months of August and September 2013.

Proposal
Cllr Johns proposed that the Cheques Issued List and Internet Payments List be signed by the Chair and R.F.O:
seconded by Cllr Maycock; all in favour

9. South Northants Council
Progress on the SNC Settlements and Development Management Local Plan

Correspondence from SNC confirms there has been an unavoidable delay in the publication of the SNC Local 
Plan Issues Paper for formal consultation.  Most of the work has now been completed and will be the subject 
of a report to the West Northants Joint Planning Committee in early October.  This will be followed by a 
6-week public consultation exercise.

10. Application to vary a Premises Licence under the Licensing Act 2003
The Pickled Pig Pub Ltd

Correspondence from SNC details the application from The Picked Pig Pub Ltd to vary its opening / closing 
times.  The committee agreed it had no objection to variance of the pub’s opening time in the morning or the 
extension by ½ hour for music to be played until 12 midnight.  The committee objected to the extension by 
one hour to the closing time to 2am.

11. Budget 2014/15
Pre-Budget Discussions

The Clerk distributed copies of the Financial Budget Comparison for the 2013/14 Financial Year.
The committee proposed an increase of 3% to the Town Mayor’s Allowance
The Clerk confirmed the budget for courses has been exceeded for 2013/14
The Clerk confirmed that the Cemetery Committee will be submitting a request to the RP Committee for 
£10,000 from the contingency fund to cover the cost of the de-watering works and repairs to the pillars and 
railings at Brackley Road Cemetery.

 


