
RESOURCES / PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING

MONDAY, 24  TH   JUNE 2013  

Present: Cllr D. Bain (Chair), Cllr P. Allen, Cllr M. Caseman-Jones, Cllr J. Hart, Cllr M. Johns,
Cllr D. Linney, Cllr C. Lofts, Cllr J. Lovell, Cllr J. Lynch, Cllr A. Maycock, Cllr L. Samiotis,
Cllr D. Tarbun

1. Apologies for Absence

Cllr J. Green, Cllr N. Holder

2. Declarations of Interest

Cllr Lynch declared and interest in Item 5a – Cheques Issued – cheque number 010362.  Cllr Lynch signed 
the Declarations of Interest Register accordingly.

3. Open to the Public

No members of the public were present.

4. PLANNING

a) Decisions

Permission for Development granted in respect of:-

S/2013/0454/FUL 24 Campbell Close, Towcester
Two storey and single storey rear extension

Local Planning Authority in not required in respect of:-

S/2013/0606/AGD Land off Watling Street, Towcester
Agricultural building

b) Amendments

No amended applications had been received.

c) Applications

S/2013/0738/FUL Hicks Court, Towcester
Removal of existing single glazed timber framed windows and doors and 
replacement with double glazed uPVC windows
No objections

d) S/2013/0729/FUL
10 Pomfret Road, Towcester

Variation of condition 3 on S/2010/0882/FUL  
The residential accommodation hereby approved shall only be used for ancillary purposed by family 
members of guests of the occupiers in conjunction with and ancillary to the use of 10 Pomfret Road, and 
shall not be used at any time as a separate unit of residential accommodation
To read:-
While Mr K. Sutton owns the property known as 10 Pomfret Road, that his father is able to occupy the 
annexe as a separate ancillary unit.  If the property is sold by Mr K. Sutton then the original planning 
condition would come back into operation
No objections



e) Application for Street Trading Consent
The Stables Car Park, Vernon Road, Towcester

The Clerk confirmed that application is for a renewal of the existing licence for the fast food van sited in 
The Stables car park.  The committee raised no objections to the renewal of the licence.

5. Finance

a) Cheques Issued
The Clerk distributed copies of the Cheques Issued List (cheque numbers 010343 to 010398).  The 
following cheques were highlighted:-

010349 / £218.00 to Towcester Allotment and Gardeners Association – skip hire and subscription fees 
collected on behalf of the association 
010355 / £16.80 to Arnold Thomson Solicitors – balance of disbursement fees connected with the 
Redrow Homes development
010362 / £1720.00 to Cllr Jim Lynch – Town Mayor’s Allowance 2013/14
010369 / £480.00 to Towcester Tea Rooms – catering for the Annual Meeting of the TC
010374 / £119.20 to L.T. Illuminations – purchase of flags for the town centre scheme (to be part 
reimbursed to the TC by Towcester Business Club)
010376 / £10.00 to South Northants Area Support Team – annual donation to Neighbourhood Watch
010379 / £550.00 to Paxton Brown – survey fees for drainage works at Brackley Road Cemetery
010380 / £133.88 to NSS PC Workshop – repairs to the Clerk’s computer
010381 / £200.00 to Cartwright Landscapes – removal of broken fence panels at Brackley Road Cemetery
010384 / £426.13 to Colemans Stationers – monthly account and purchase of a new laminator
010385 / £4903.67 to 24/7 UK Maintenance – putting up window boxes and flags for the town centre 
scheme (to be part reimbursed to the TC by Towcester Business Club)
010390 / £1092.00 to Neptune – purchase of 4 new litterbins; 2 installed in St Lawrence churchyard, 1 
installed on the flood plain opposite Towcester Centre for Leisure and 1 installed at Docklewell Close
010397 / £634.86 to Trustees of the Third Baron Hesketh – annual rent for the Malthouse Court site

b) Internet Payments List
The Clerk distributed copies of the Internet Payments List detailing the salary and pension payments for 
the months of May 2013 and June 2013.  The Clerk confirmed additional payments totalling £186.10 in 
May for the purchase of items for the Annual Meeting and an additional payment of £28.00 in June for the 
Clerk’s Assistant’s eye test.  Accompanying receipts for this expenditure were attached.

Proposal
Cllr Lofts proposed that the Cheques Issued List and Internet Payments Lists for May and June 2013 be 
countersigned by the Chair and R.F.O.;
seconded by Cllr Linney; all in favour

6. Future Development in Towcester

Cllr Lynch referred to the planned relocation next year of Towcester Library and Registrars Office to the 
new civic building.  He said at some point plans will be put forward for both these sites and the 
Magistrates Court building.  The TC should be more pro-active and have its own ideas for the future of 
these sites.  He referred to Appendix A within the Towcester Masterplan which includes a number of 
ideas.  He said the TC should put forward isuggestions to SNC, whether or not they are in keeping with 
the Masterplan.  Plans to modify parking on the Market Square could be underway as early as November 
2013.  Cllr Lynch has suggested to David Allen of SNC that the kerb dividing the Market Square from the 
A5 be raised with sockets to enable barriers to be installed for events.  He also sees an opportunity to 
calm traffic by extending the Market Square to the middle lane thus prioritising the flow.  Cllr Lynch gave 
Stony Stratford town centre as an example of how this arrangement can work effectively.  



Cllr Lovell asked if the TC can make suggestions for land that belongs to others.  Cllr Lofts confirmed that 
it can but must bear in mind that N.C.C. will put its sites on the open market.
Cllr Johns said he agrees with all the points made by Cllr Lynch.  He referred in particular to the 
Magistrates Courts and stressed the importance of maintaining the facade of the building.
Cllr Caseman-Jones described how Towcester Police Station is divided into separate parts.  He said that, 
in 2010, the Chief Constable put forward a scheme entitled ‘Estates Vision’ which included proposals to 
sell off the Magistrates Court building once the court service had relocated to Northampton.  As the 
Police Force continues to look for reductions in its budget, it may be sold to a commercial enterprise.  He 
is very concerned this will result in the local police being relocated out of Towcester.  Cllr Lynch asked if 
it is still possible to access details of the ‘Estates Vision’.
Cllr Linney said that since publication of the Masterplan the TC has not been pro-active in putting forward 
suggestions and need to look at the plan again.
Cllr Samiotis asked whether the TC can apply to have any of the buildings listed.  Cllr Johns confirmed it is 
possible for anyone to apply to a building to be listed.
The Clerk referred to the recent meeting with the Chief Executive of SNC, Sue Smith, where the future 
of the Magistrates Court building was discussed.  It was confirmed that the future of the building is now in 
the remit of the new Police Commissioner so it would be his decision.  The Clerk suggested inviting the 
Police Commissioner to a future meeting to discuss this item.
Cllr Hart said the Police Station was living accommodation before.  If the TC cannot think of an 
over-riding commercial use, this would probably be the best use of the building.
Cllr Hart said that, in order for the TC to oppose something, it must have ideas of its own.
Cllr Lynch requested feedback from councillors at either the 8th July or 22nd July RP Meeting, dependent on 
the length of the agenda.  Once the committee has everyone’s input it can then form a sub-committee to 
bring the ideas together.  Cllr Allen suggested a plan highlighting the potential sites be forwarded to all 
members in the first instance.

7. Highways Agency
Correspondence regarding the A5 Trunk Road
(Prohibition and Restriction of Waiting, Prohibition of Entry and One Way Order)

Correspondence from the Highways Agency acknowledges receipt of the TC letter of objection in 
response to the consultation on the above order.  It confirms a copy of the letter has been passed to 
Richard Gulliver, a member of the Highways team dealing with this scheme, to reply to the points of 
objection.  

8. Website
Proposal for updating the Council’s website

The Clerk confirmed the TC website is 9 years old and now looks very dated.  N.C.A.L.C. recommended 
Web Company, 2commune, to the Clerk as its expertise is creating local authority websites.  The Town 
Mayor, Clerk and Clerk’s Assistant met with Ray Smith of 2commune last week and were impressed by 
his presentation and suggestions for improving the TC website.  The proposed cost is as follows:-

Year 1 Fixed Costs - £1,300.00 + VAT
Site design and set up, annual licence, hosting, support, training and discounted tickets to annual user 
group event - £650.00 + VAT
Migration of the council’s content from existing site to new site - £250.00 + VAT
Management of domain name transfer to 2commune management - £150.00 + VAT
1 hour per month for six months post ‘go live’ to monitor progress, assist with content authoring and to 
provide advice - £150.00 + VAT
Email account set up and configuration x 2 - £50.00
Email accounts x 2 - £50.00

Year 2 Costs - £450.00 + VAT
Hosting, support and annual licence - £400.00 + VAT
Email accounts x 2 - £50.00 + VAT



Proposal
Cllr Johns proposed that the TC proceed with the proposals from 2commune to update the council’s 
website;
seconded by Cllr Samiotis; all in favour

The committee agreed for the meeting to move into Closed Session.


