
RESOURCES / PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING

MONDAY, 25  TH   FEBRUARY 2013  

Present: Cllr J. Lynch (Chair), Cllr P. Allen, Cllr J. Hart, Cllr N. Holder, Cllr M. Johns, Cllr D. Linney,
Cllr A. Maycock, Cllr D. Tarbun

 
1. Apologies for Absence

Cllr J. Green, Cllr C. Lofts, Cllr D. Wardle

2. Declarations of Interest

Cllr J Lynch declared an interest in cheque number 010299 and signed the Declarations of Interest Register 
accordingly.
Cllr D. Linney declared an interest in cheque number 010298 and signed the Declarations of Interest Register 
accordingly.

3. Open to the Public

No members of the public were present.

4. PLANNING

a) Decisions

Permission for Development granted in respect of:-

S/2013/0012/FUL 25 Juniper Close, Towcester
Single storey side and rear extension

b) Amendments

No amended applications were received.

c) Applications

S/2013/0098/FUL 61 Watling Street, Towcester
Change of use of first floor from B1 office to C3 residential
The committee supported the application to bring the first floor of the 
property back into use

S/2013/0122/FUL 27 Windsor Close, Towcester
First floor side extension and changes to fenestration on rear elevation
No objections

S/2013/0167/ADV Lloyds TSB Bank Plc, 130 Watling Street East, Towcester
One internally illuminated hanging sign, five internally illuminated signs and three
non-illuminated signs

&
S/2013/0168/LBC Lloyds TSB Bank Plc, 130 Watling Street East, Towcester

One internally illuminated hanging sign, five internally illuminated signs and three
non-illuminated signs
No objections

For information only:-
S/2013/0154/TCA Land adjacent to 27 Richmond Road, Towcester - FOR 

Remove two trees
Noted



5. Finance

a) Cheques Issued
The Clerk distributed copies of the Cheques Issued List (cheque numbers 010293 to 010307).  All items were 
ongoing.  
b) Internet Payments List
The Clerk distributed copies of the Internet Payments List detailing salary payments for February 2013.  The 
Clerk confirmed the payment to N.C.C. in respect of pension contributions for month 10 had been deleted 
from the list as this payment was made by cheque number 010307. 

Proposal
Cllr Allen proposed that the Cheques Issued List and Internet Payments List be signed by the Chair and R.F.O;
seconded by Cllr Maycock; all in favour

6. Internal Audit Report

The Clerk referred to the Internal Audit carried out on 15th February.  The report from the N.C.A.L.C. 
Internal Auditor noted there were a few cheque stubs that had not been initialled by the signatories and also 
recommended the TC investigates the transfer of all its electricity charges to one supplier.  His report 
concluded that, overall, he is satisfied that effective systems of financial control are in place.
Members of the committee recorded their thanks to the Clerk.

7. Northamptonshire County Council
School Crossing Patrol Service

Correspondence from N.C.C. refers to the School Crossing Patrol Service.  It states it has received 
confirmation that just 6 sites will be funded for the period April 2013-2014, including Vernon Road, 
Towcester.  Following a consultation review with senior management, an agreement has been reached to 
continue to provide the School Crossing Patrol Service for the 6 sites for a further year.

Members of the committee agreed for the meeting to move into Closed Session.



CLOSED SESSION

The Clerk referred to the confidential document that was forwarded to all members of the committee prior 
to the meeting.  It confirms the Clerk has been contact by S.N.C. regarding a 7-acre woodland area on the 
opposite side of the stream to areas that will be adopted under the Section 106 Agreement for The Shires 
development.  An accompanying map was provided, highlighting the area.

The area of land is currently owned by the Hesketh Estate.  The Hesketh Estate would like to sell the land as 
part of the negotiations regarding adoption of the open areas for The Shires Development.  The Estate is 
requesting £30,000 for the land and there do not appear to be any conditions attached to the sale.  The Estate 
is negotiating with S.N.C. to deduct this amount from the agreed S106 money for its land inside the flood 
plain; £131,800.29 - £30,000 = £101,800.  The Persimmon Homes element for the land outside the flood plain 
is separate and remains as £94,101.55.

S.N.C. is negotiating for a piece of land to accommodate a balancing lake for its car parking requirements for 
users of the Civic Building in Moat Lane.  The area for the balancing lake was also highlighted on the map 
provided.

Negotiations are ongoing and this information is Highly Confidential at this stage.

Cllr Lynch confirmed he had walked the area with the Clerk and Clerk’s Assistant.  The area is scrubland with 
lots of sapling trees.  The ground is reasonably firm on the Northampton Road side but gets boggy towards 
the Loughrans site.  The offer is for Hesketh Estate to deduct £30,000 from the S106 payment for the Shires 
in lieu of transfer of this land.  He asked if the TC wants this land.  Cllr Green had forwarded her apologies 
for the meeting but submitted a number of comments on this matter.  Her view is that it would not be in the 
town’s interest to purchase the land.
The Clerk has asked SNC why it has not investigated the potential of this land to provide additional car 
parking for users of the civic building as its current plans will require users to walk a far greater distance.  An 
adequate answer has not been given.
Cllr Hart said her biggest concern is ongoing maintenance.  The TC will need to maintain the land if it is 
accessible to the public otherwise if must be fenced off.  She said there is signage to indicate that Towcester & 
District Angling Society have fishing rights on this land and this is an added concern.  She is also not sure what 
benefit the land would be to the town and would rather the TC had the S106 monies paid in full.  Cllr Lynch 
agreed the TC would need to obtain professional advice on maintenance before committing.
Cllr Johns said if it was feasible to use this land for car parking this would have been explored by SNC.  
Cllr Lynch said it could be possible to provide car parking facilities on this area.
The Clerk confirmed she has instructed Surveyor, Jonathon Carpenter, to visit the site and check the value of 
land.
Cllr Allen said it would be proper for the TC to give this offer due consideration but it would need more 
information.  He would be in favour of securing the land to maintain as it is and to stop it from being sold to a 
private buyer.  If it ended up in someone else’s hands the whole vista could change.
Cllr Linney said the TC should take this opportunity to acquire the land.  Land is an asset which will increase 
in value over the years.
Cllr Johns suggested the TC should pursue this; he did not want excuses for the land transfer to stall.

Proposal
Cllr Johns proposed that the Clerk pursue the acquirement of the 7 acre site connected with the Shires 
Development from the Hesketh Estate and report back to the Full Council Meeting on 11th March;
seconded by Cllr Linney; all in favour


