











TOWN COUNCIL NEWS

BEE SQUARED PROJECT

The number of bees and other insects has
greatly declined over recent years. They
need a huge amount of energy to fly from
their home to fields where they collect
nectar and pollinate plants in the process,
frequently travelling several miles and
needing regular fuel stops en-route. New
developments have increased the flight
paths for bees and other insects, thereby
reducing the opportunities for pollination.

“BEE SQUARED?” is an exciting project,
which was started by Hazlemere Parish
Council, Buckinghamshire, in 2021.

Towcester Town Council is delighted to be
trialling this initiative. The idea is to
encourage members of our commmunity to
dedicate a one metre-squared area within
their garden for the planting of wildflower
seeds to support bees and other
pollinators. Not only will this boost
biodiversity, it also enhances and
encourages more wildlife to your garden.
If successful, we hope to repeat this
project next year. Please join us in helping
to create a thriving habitat for these vital
insects.

The optimum time for planting is in the
spring and the Town Council will have
1000 packets of wildflower seeds available
from March on a first-come-first-served
basis.

For more information on how you can
support wildlife in your area, please visit
www.wildlifetrusts.org

LOCAL FLOOD ACTION GROUP

Sadly, recent storms and heavy rain
resulted in the flooding of a number of
business and residential properties within
Towcester, and the Town Council has
been approached for its support to set up

a Local Flood Action Group.

The aim is to bring together a group of
volunteers, who will assist with developing
and implementing a plan of action in
response to future concerns over potential
flooding.

In the first instance, the aim is to set up an
initial meeting with those who have been
directly affected by recent flooding and
anyone who may be interested in joining
the Group.

If you would like to become involved,
please register your interest by contacting
the Town Clerk on

towncouncil@towcester-tc.gov.uk
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YOUR COUNCILLORS

Your Town Councillors are local residents
democratically elected to represent the
people of the parish of Towcester (which
includes Caldecote and Wood Burcote).
Towcester is divided into two wards
represented by 16 councillors who are all
volunteers from our community:

Brook Ward

Cllr Damian Reynolds (Town Mayor)
Cllr Rachel Dando L'Olive (Deputy Mayor)
Cllr Maggie Clubley

Cllr Peter Conquest

Cllr John Godwin

Cllr Martin Johns

Cllr Innes Macaulay

Cllr Lisa Samiotis

Cllr David Tarbun

Cllr Miranda Wixon

Mill Ward

Cllr Peter Allen

Cllr Charles Askew
Cllr Klaus Bond

Cllr David Carmichael
Cllr Jim Lynch

Cllr Chris Wright

COUNCIL STAFF

Town Clerk
Elizabeth Cox

Communications & Events Officer
Lizzi Bucklow-Holt

Facilities & Operations Officer
Mark Onley

Office Administrator
Rhianna Francis-Tims

Contact details

Towcester Town Hall,

86 Watling Street East,
Towcester, NN12 6BS

01327 350995
towncouncil@towcester-tc.gov.uk
www.towcester-tc.gov.uk

TOWN CRIER INFORMATION

Towcester Town Council publishes the Town
Crier. The views expressed are not necessarily
those of the Town Council or its members,
and the inclusion of advertisements does not
constitute an endorsement of any products
or services. Further copies of the Town Crier
are available from the Town Hall. PDF
versions of all current and previous issues
can be downloaded from the council
website. For editorial contributions,
advertising and What's On entries, please call
01327 350995 or email
enquiries@towcester-tc.gov.uk

Deadlines:

SPRING (Feb, Mar, Apr) - 31st December
SUMMER (May, Jun, Jul) - 25th March
AUTUMN (Aug, Sep, Oct) - 25th June
WINTER (Nov, Dec, Jan) - 25th September

www.towcester-tc.gov.uk
Produced by RI1 Print & Design






MARIE WELLER
PRIMARY SCHOOL

SHAPE YOUR
NEW LOCAL

OMMUNITY
CENTRE

Exciting news for our community! We are thrilled that a brand
new community centre and sports facility in the new housing
development on the south side of Towcester, will be available
soon to provide spaces for sport, fithess classes, exhibitions,
social gatherings and much more for everyone.

To truly make this centre the best facility for the community, we
would value your input! We invite all residents to share their
ideas and suggestions on possible uses, activities, programs,
and events that you would like to see take place here.
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Scan the QR code or visit the link below to
complete our user survey so we can plan
the best uses for this fabulous new facility.
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www.towcester-tc.gov.uk/
sue-community-centre
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To request a paper form, please contact us on:
D consultations@towcester-tc.gov.uk R 01327 350995
Towcester Town Council, Town Hall, Watling Street, Towcester NN12 6BS

COMMUNITY CENTRE &
SPORTS FACILITIES

COMMUNITY HALL

A large space suitable for indoor
sports, exhibitions, parties and
functions. Large doors which
open out onto patio area
overlooking sports pitches.
Kitchen facilities and bar.

MEETING ROOMS

Two multi-function meeting
spaces on the first floor which
can be combined to create one
large L-shaped space.

Lift access, kitchenette.

SPORTS PITCHES & COURTS

Adult and junior sports pitches
and multi-use hard courts.

Changing facilities & showers
including fully accessible
changing and WCs.

PARKING

Car park and covered
bicycle rack.
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AT BROOK HOUSE

Our care home is located in the historic market “
town of Towcester, just a short drive west of

Northampton. Our community offers the very best One of the
for those needing that extra bit of support in later best things
life, as well as those to live well with dementia. about my job
is knowing
Life at Brook House begins with a warm welcome that our
the minute you walk through the door into the bistro residents are
and lounge. Our stunning purpose-built home living their best
features a hair salon, cinema, private dining room, life, seeing their
as well as a library. There are comfortable lounges smiles, and knowing we are
for relaxation and entertainment, and plenty of looking after them. Everything
spaces to receive visiting family and friends. Our we do at Brook House is
beautiful accessible patio gardens enjoy a lovely from the heart and it is not
sunny aspect, and for those keen to venture out a job, but a passion. We are
there are regular trips to the local shops, cafés building a home together -

and nearby places of interest. team and residents. ,,

Types of care | Residential ® Dementia ?h/ﬂ/mwn/

Types of stay | Permanent ¢ Respite * Day Care Rhiannon Crofts, Home Manager

ACH1079

0808 281 5107 | ariacare.co.uk BROOK HOUSE

Water Lane, Towcester, Northamptonshire, NN12 6HR 9}@ ARIA CARE
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Ballrfeem & LeEn
Dance Classes
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DW Roberts

— OPTICIANS —)

Does your child struggle with reading?

If your child:

e struggles with reading and is falling behind at school
e complains of headaches or words moving about

o reads letters incorrectly or omits them

o follows the text with their finger

We may be able to help!

Schoolvision is a successful programme that identifies
and treats early sight problems, often missed in a standard
sight test, that can make reading and writing very difficult
for some children.

Benefits of Schoolvision:

e improved classroom behaviour and attention
increased reading speed and concentration
increased self esteem & confidence
reduction in headaches / migraines

better school performance

Specialist Services at DW Roberts

schoolvision

Helping your child achieve their best

Dry Eye Assessments * Myopia Management * Ortho-K * Retinal Photography * SchoolVision Assessments

For more information, please call us or visit www.dwroberts.co.uk/specialist-services

DW Roberts Opticians, 6 Sponne Shopping Centre, Towcester, NN12 6BY

www.dwroberts.co.uk 01327 350240

Towcester@dwroberts.co.uk
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Towcester
Writers’

All are welcome to join us.

We meet in the Oak Room at the
Saracen's Head at 7pm on the
fourth Wednesday of the month.
(This may change in the Winter)

Our aim is to explore ways of
encouraging creativity, while
making writing an enjoyable and
life-enhancing pastime.

For details contact Mike Gascoigne
michaelrgascoigne@gmail.com







want to reduce your plastic waste?

§?GREEII
MACHINE

Reduce : Reuse + Refill

High quality, dried food Eco friendly liquid refills
e Pasta & Rice e Soap
e Dried Fruit e Body Wash
Nuts & Seeds e Hair care
Herbs & Spices e Washing up liquid
Pulses e Cleaners

Baking goods e Laundry Liquid & softener

Snacks, Treats etc + Zero-waste products

Order online for home delivery or visit the shop:
Wednesdays 12pm-2pm at Towcester Mill Brewery

Towcester Farmers Market 2nd Friday of every month
See website or social media for additional locations.
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AWARD WINNING APARTMENTS FOR SALE

Exclusively for the over 60s

-
STAMP puTY)

WINTER Fy
ALLOWANGE

*
PAID By CHURCHILL J

Worry less about your winter costs

Choosing to move into a Churchill apartment could be one of the best decisions
you make. You could enjoy an active and independent lifestyle in a community
with like-minded neighbours.

ENJOY DOUBLE OFFERS' WHEN YOU MOVE ON OR BEFORE 28'" FEBRUARY 2025

v Stamp Duty Paid so you can save thousands on your moving costs
v Winter Fuel Allowance paid by Churchill for 5 Years

* LODGE MANAGER + GUEST SUITE FOR FRIENDS AND FAMILY ¢ LIFT « LANDSCAPED GARDENS
* OWNERS’ LOUNGE + FREE PARKING ¢ 24-HOUR SUPPORT

TOWCESTER Watling Lodge, Water Lane NN12 6RQ
Open Tuesday - Friday, 10am - 5pm and Saturday, 10am - 4.30pm
No appointment needed - just pop in!

[] 01327 530189 _
b4 watling.lodge@crl.co.uk ChLLIJVIIgQI”

@% Crl.CO.uk/WatIing-IOdge Your lifestyle ¢ Your choice

*T&Cs apply, see our website for full details or call us on 01327 530189.
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MIRANDA TON
PHOTOGR Y

/f
MINI PORTRAIT SES S

When was the last time
you appeared in a
photograph with your
family?

Not just a selfie.

A beautiful portrait that
you're proud to share and
that your children will
cherish as they get older.

If your answer is anything other than ‘very recently’ get booked onto our Mother’s Day
Mini Portrait Sessions today! Please scan the QR code or go to www.mirandawalton.com/
mothers-day-mini-sessions for more information. Spaces are limited.

Gift certificates also available for fully bespoke family sessions (including multi generational
portraits), which would make the most perfect Mother’s Day gift.

TOWCESTER MILL STUDIO | CHANTRY LANE | TOWCESTER | NNI12 6YY
HELLO@MIRANDAWALTON.CO.UK | O7725 084976
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Towcester Remembers

Ukraine Full Invasion 3rd Anniversary

It will soon be three years since the full scale
illegal invasion of Ukraine by Russia on 24th
February 2022

Since the start of this war, Towcester and the
surrounding villages have proactively supported
the people of Ukraine. Together they have
hosted and aided many families who had to
quickly leave their homes, often with just one or
two holdall bags. Many of these families still
remain in Towcester, having now gained
employment and made their own homes here
until it is deemed safe for them to return to
Ukraine.

Collections led through St Lawrence Church and
the Tove Benefice of churches has delivered
huge amounts of humanitarian and medical aid
into Ukraine. It all started on 1st March 2022
when over a period of 4 days volunteers sorted
over 20 tons of aid donations, by default acting
as the West Northants collection hub. These
donations were then passed to lorries in
Northampton which were destined for Ukraine
cities that had been subject to heavy bombings.

Since this time, members of St Lawrence
Church and the Tove Benefice have continued
their efforts in support of Ukraine.

Aid delivery to the Skycamp refugee centre in Poland

Welcoming, connecting, and supporting families
seeking refuge locally

Supported by:

Fundraised to support ambulances being prepared
by the team at Skycamp

Helping to fill with aid and deliver to Ukraine, a
significant number of vehicles, including the donation
of 5 ambulances to Ukrainian frontline paramedic
teams

Working with the West Northants Council, NHS and
Medical Practitioners, alongside other UK aid
operations to fill lorries trailers and vans with
surplus medical care and rehabilitation equipment to
help restock hospitals, paramedic teams, and help
build new rehabilitation facilities in Ukraine

Sponsored Ukraine charity, NGO Metta, to deliver
two mountain wilderness therapy trips for veterans
/ bereaved families to help start their emotional
recovery.

In January 2024 Towcester Twinned with Ukraine
town Zhydachiv - a symbol of solidarity and
recognition of the aid effort of Ukraine national,
Oleh Naida. Oleh came to Towcester in July 2022 to
rejoin with his wife and 3 young children who had fled
to the safety of Towcester a few months earlier.
Oleh has since assisted / completed over a dozen
local aid drives, working closely with trusted
volunteer groups in Ukraine, thus ensuring aid
reaches those who need it most.

We thank all those who have supported, and prayed
for all those affected by war around the world. The
Tove team continue their aid activities, along with
inspiring and assisting others wishing to help
Ukraine. All enquiries / offers of assistance can be
made by calling the Tove Benefice Office on 01327
350459.
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REGULAR EVENTS
IN TOWCESTER

TOWCESTER COUNTRY MARKET
9-11:30am, Thursdays

Local produce from bakers, growers, and
makers, plus refreshments.

The Sawpits Centre, Richmond Road

LITTLE BORROWERS PLAYTIME
(Formerly Towcester Toy Library)
9:30-11:30am, Thursdays

Under 5s £2.50 per family

Towcester Youth & Community Centre

AGE UK WALKS

11am, Mondays

Gentle 30-minute walk & friendly chat
around The Watermeadows

Meet at The Forum

TOWCESTER FARMERS’ MARKET
Second Friday of the month

Outdoor market of independent local stalls
and producers.

9am-1:30pm Sponne Arcade Car Park

TOWCESTER FOODBANK
12noon-2pm Tuesdays
10:30am-12:30pm Fridays

St John’s Ambulance Hall, Islington Rd

TOWCESTER COMMUNITY LARDER
4:15-6pm Wednesdays

10-11:15am Thursdays

Discounted & free surplus food

£10 annual membership

Riverside Resource Centre, Islington Rd

TOWCESTER COMMUNITY FRIDGE
10am Mondays & Wednesdays

4pm Fridays

FREE surplus food rescued from local
supermarkets & businesses
Towcester Methodist Church

RENEW169 WELLBEING CAFE
Open 10am-3pm Mon to Thu
10-12 Repair Café last Sat of the month

TOWCESTER HANDMADE FAYRE
Saturday, 8 Feb, 8 Mar, 5 Apr, 3 May
Artisan craft fayre. Products made and sold
by local artists and makers.

9:30am-4pm Towcester Town Hall

TOWCESTER CRAFT COLLECTIVE
Saturday, 22 Feb, 22 Mar, 26 Apr, 24 May
Craft and gift fair

10am-3:30pm Towcester Town Hall

TOWCESTER YOUTH CLUB (SNYE)
Wednesdays term time

5:30-7pm Ages 10-12 £2pp

7-8:30pm Ages 13-15 £2pp
Towcester Youth & Community Centre

TOWCESTER REPAIR CAFE
10am-12noon Last Saturday of the month
Renew169 Wellbeing Café

TOWCESTER BUSINESS BUZzZ
10am-12noon Fourth Thursday of the month
Steam Room, Towcester Mill Brewery

OUT THERE YOUTH GROUP
Tuesdays 6:30-8pm term time
LGBTQ+ club for ages 11-16
The Barn, Bransons Lane

What's Onin Tow&ester

Wed 12th : QUEEN ELEANOR OF CASTILE
Local History Society Talk

7:30pm The Sawpits Centre
www.mkheritage.org.uk/tdlhs/tdlhs/AboutUs

Fri 14th : WI SHOW THE LOVE AT FARMERS MARKET
Climate Change Campaign by Towcester Evening WI
9am-1:30pm Sponne Arcade Car Park

Sat 15th : ALL YOU NEED IS LOVE CHARITY CONCERT
Tove Benefice, Towcester Studio Band & Songbirds
7:30pm St Lawrence Church

Tickets £10pp available on the door or Band website
All proceeds will go to Ukraine Aid

Wed 19th : “WINTER” CHALLENGE
Towcester & District Photographic Society
7:30pm St Michael’s Church Rooms, Silverstone
www.towcesterphoto.co.uk

Wed-Sat 19th-22nd : DICK WHITTINGTON
Paulerspury Players Annual Pantomime
Paulerspury Village Hall
www.paulerspuryplayers.com

Box office: 0845 8334910 or 01327 811578

Thu 27th : LIVE COMEDY NIGHT
Headlining: Andrew O'Neill and Martin Mor
8pm, Towcester Mill Brewery Tickets £16.00
www.towcestermillbrewery.co.uk

Throughout March : BEE SQUARED PROJECT
See page 7 for more details

Mon 3rd : ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
Hosted by Towcester Town Council
7:00pm - 9:00pm, Sawpits Centre

Weds 5th : U3A NEW MEMBERS MEETING
See page 17 for more details
2:00pm - 4:00pm, Sawpits Centre

Wed 5th : THE LITTLE PRINT SHOW
Towcester & District Photographic Society
7:30pm St Michael’s Church Rooms, Silverstone
www.towcesterphoto.co.uk

Wed 5th : ROTARY CLUB OPEN EVENING
Towcester Mill Brewery

Free entry
www.towcestermillbrewery.co.uk

Sat & Sun 15th & 16th : TOWCESTER TIDY UP
Contact Rtn David Reed at dreedsfm@sky.com for more
details and to participate

Sat 15th : MIND, BODY, SOUL SPIRITUAL FAIR
10:00am - 6:00pm, Towcester Town Hall
See www.deerspirit.co.uk for more information

Mon 17th : BECOME A COUNCILLOR

Drop in session for anyone interested becoming a Town
Councillor

7:00pm - 8:30pm, Sawpits Centre

Fri 16th : CAMRA BEER TASTING EVENT
3:00pm, Towcester Mill Brewery

Tickets £15.00
www.towcestermillbrewery.co.uk

Wed 19th : IMAGES INSPIRED BY IMPRESSIONISTS
Towcester & District Photographic Society

7:30pm St Michael’s Church Rooms, Silverstone
www.towcesterphoto.co.uk

Sat 22nd : BECOME A COUNCILLOR

Drop in session for anyone interested becoming a Town
Councillor

10:00am - 11:30am, Sawpits Centre

D NEARBY

Sun 23rd: RECORD FAIR
Towcester Mill Brewery

Free entry
www.towcestermillbrewery.co.uk

Mon 24th : BECOME A COUNCILLOR

Virtual session for anyone interested becoming a Town
Councillor. Register via enquiries@towcester-tc.gov.uk
7:00pm Online

Tue 25th: TOWN CRIER DEADLINE
Submit your advertising and articles by the deadline to
feature in the Summer edition, out May 2025

Sat 29th : CLAIRVOYANCE WITH CLAIRE EVANS

7:00 to 9:00pm, Towcester Town Hall

See Claire Evans Psychic Medium and Spiritual Advisor on
Facebook for more info

Sun 30th: CLOCKS FORWARD 1 HOUR

Sun 30th: MOTHERS DAY

Wed 2nd: ELECTION CANDIDATES DEADLINE
4pm deadline to submit nomination papers

Wed 9th : THE QUEST FOR THE KNIGHTS TEMPLAR IN
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

Local History Society Talk

7:30pm The Sawpits Centre
www.mkheritage.org.uk/tdlhs/tdlhs/AboutUs

Sun 13th: REQUIEM SANCTUM

Towcester Choral Society Concert

5pm St Lawrence Church

Tickets £15 / £7.50 www.towcesterchoralsociety.org.uk

Fri 18th - Mon 21st : EASTER WEEKEND

Fri 25th - Sun 27th : ST GEORGE’S BEER FEST
Towcester Mill Brewery
www.towcestermillbrewery.co.uk

Thu 1st: LOCAL ELECTIONS IN NORTHAMPTONSHIRE
Elections for West Northants Councillors as well as
Town and Parish Councils (where contested)

Mon 6th : EARLY MAY BANK HOLIDAY

Thu 8th : LIFE AFTER VE DAY 1945 TALK
7:30pm, Towcester Mill Brewery

Tickets £TBC Proceeds to RBL
www.towcestermillbrewery.co.uk

Sat 19th : PSYCHIC FAIR

10:00am to 5:00pm, Towcester Town Hall

See Claire Evans Psychic Medium and Spiritual Advisor on
Facebook for more info

Wed 14th : THE RISE AND FALL OF PLESSEY AND ITS
IMPACT ON TOWCESTER, 1970 TO 1990

Local History Society Talk

7:30pm The Sawpits Centre
www.mkheritage.org.uk/tdlhs/tdlhs/AboutUs

Mon 26th : LATE MAY BANK HOLIDAY

SAVE THE DATE!
20" to 22" June 2025

Dates & events may be subject to change. Share your event with the community.
SUMMER issue out May 2025 - Deadline for submissions - 25th March 2025
enquiries@towcester-tc.gov.uk
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OPEN MORNING

Saturday 8th March 2025
10:00 am - 12:00 pm
THORNTONCOLLEGE.COM THORNTON

Pre-Prep/Prep/Senior/Sixth Form

LAUS Sp
va‘d\ﬁ

Thornton College is a leading independent day and boarding school for girls aged 3-18. Awarded
‘Excellent’” and ‘Outstanding’ in recent inspections, the college provides a world of opportunity to
ensure all girls thrive.

Set in a delightful 25-acre estate on the Bucks/Northants border, Thornton is one of the most
successful non-selective schools in the UK and offers a warm and nurturing educational environment
alongside a rigorous and exciting curriculum.

“Excellent” “Outstanding”

ISI Inspection Report October 2022 CSl Inspection Report May 2024

To register please scan WHERE
g the C%? Iiode or errlwlail GIRLS
admissions@thorntoncollege.com
THRIVE

Thornton College, College Lane, Thornton, Buckinghamshire, MK17 OHJ Tel: 01280 812610



