Issue 179

May 2019

Town Hall, Towcester

Towcester Evening WI

Winners in the Climate Coalition’s #ShowTheLove Green Heart Hero Awards 2019

The Towcester Green Heart was nominated for a Green Heart Hero Award from the Climate Coalition. Sue Hamilton and
Karen Tonks, leaders of the WI project, were thrilled when Towcester Evening WI won the Best Green Heart Award at the Award
Ceremony hosted by Clive Anderson at the House of Commons in March. Read more on page 29…

A WORD FROM THE MAYOR…
During my term as Mayor, which will be coming to an end shortly, I have been asked several questions. The answers to some of
these questions were best left to the end of my term rather than part way through. Other questions which required an immediate
answer might also be on the minds of the readers of this magazine. Yet other questions were to elicit a personal view of the role of
Town Mayor.
Of course, I considered being Mayor of Towcester a huge privilege, a responsibility and a great honour. So, questions that sought a
personal opinion would reflect these values. Without any hesitation I can say that I have enjoyed representing the town at Civic and
other functions up and down the County. I have met other Civic leaders and exchanged views on matters of mutual interest. None of
them, nor I, have regretted the demands made on us. Demands on our time and the effort required to attend public functions in new
and unfamiliar places. Or the problems of getting there, finding somewhere to park, making conversation with strangers, on occasion
battling wind and rain in one’s best outfit or walking unfamiliar streets late in the evening. It all sounds like a lot of hard work when
presented coldly in black and white. In reality, it's not half as bad. It is only to be hoped that our legacy will be of continuing benefit
to the communities we serve.
How do you become a Mayor? When this question was put to me, I must admit, I was a little surprised. I assumed, of course, that
everybody would know the answer to this question. The simple fact is that perhaps some don't know the answer. The first step in the
democratic process requires that an individual is elected onto on the Council and serves as a Councillor. Exceptionally, between
election dates, the Town Council has the power to co-opt an interested local resident onto the Council. Only a Town Councillor is
eligible to be nominated for Mayor. An election then follows. Provided an individual meets the legal criteria there is no reason why
any local resident should not serve on the Town Council. Vacancies occur from time to time; so, please check the Town Council
website for the current status
Is being a Mayor a role for a young person or a more mature individual? In my opinion, the age of the individual should not be
a bar. A mature outlook and demeanour than years will command more respect from the public and colleagues alike.
Is there a need or indeed a place for young people to serve on the Town Council? It is not clear to me whether public perception
of a Town Councillor is that of an individual nearing retirement. There are both retired and working people serving on your Town
Council. Clearly, retirement does have some advantages. Pensioners may have more spare time than working people. Younger
people on the other hand have a greater amount of energy, new ideas, are closer to the views and needs of their peers and may
bring a different perspective on their aspirations.
What training do you need to serve on the Town Council? The chief quality, in my opinion, is being public spirited: a willingness
to serve your community. The emphasis being on service not status. General training courses to help a new Town Councillor to
understand the role and do the job well are available from time to time. Understanding public finances, an appreciation of planning
issues, Code of Conduct and Employment Basics are among some of the courses available. None of this is daunting. A generous
helping of common sense and a willingness to learn will stand a would-be councillor in good stead.
What is the future of Town Councils? A variation to this question is: Will Town Councils still have a role to play once unitary councils
are created? Town councils do indeed have a future. By definition, the Town Council, of all local authorities, is the body most closely
associated with local communities. They are the voice of local communities. They should not be allowed to cease. They will only
cease if they do not continue to have the support of local citizens: namely, local residents serving on the Town Council. It is thought
that under the proposed unitary system, Town Councils will play a more important role than at present with greater responsibilities.
Would you do it again? The short answer - typical of a politician eh? - is, 'Yes’ and 'No’. When I accepted the nomination for Mayor,
I agreed with my wife, who would be the Mayoress, that we would put everything into the work. We have done this to the best of our
abilities. The opportunity to do it again could be several years down the road. We will be older, of course, and possibly less able to
make the same commitment. It is hoped that younger people will take on the responsibility of Town Councillors and in their turn be
elected as Mayor. That will remove the need for former mayors to take up the baton again; the answer from me in that case would be
an obvious 'No’. If, however, the Town Council was threatened with extinction - which it is not - because of a lack of local support,
then my answer would be a resounding 'Yes’.
I appreciate the opportunity given to me to serve the town that I have called home for the last 47 years. I am grateful for the support
I have received from fellow Councillors, the Town Clerk and her staff, individuals and local businesses for the charities that I chose
to help. After my term as Mayor comes to an end in May 2019, I expect to continue to serve on the Town Council. If you need any
further information on any of the topics covered in this article you can contact me through Towcester Town Hall.
Have an enjoyable summer.
Councillor Peter Conquest, Mayor of Towcester 2018-2019
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A Story of Success
A mum of two who took a leap of faith and
set up her own business, has seen the risk
pay off after being named as one of the top
100 female entrepreneurs in the UK.
Nicola Case, 42, invested the last of her
savings into buying a franchise of Pink
Spaghetti PA Services a little over 18 months
ago, with the aim of creating a better work-life
balance for her and her family. With absolute
drive and determination, she has turned it into
a thriving enterprise, helping small and micro
businesses in and around Milton Keynes.
With over 20 years’ experience in sales and
marketing, Nicola offers her clients specialist
knowhow in event management, social media,
corporate campaigns and marketing and collateral
development – all on an ad-hoc basis. It is her
forward-thinking approach in assisting small
businesses and the contribution she makes to her local community, that has seen her nominated for the esteemed
entrepreneur’s #ialso awards. Set up by respected business leader Michelle Ovens MBE, the awards celebrate the dynamic
and inspirational businesses led by women from around the county.
Nicola said: “I’m someone’s 25th hour in their day, that extra person to bounce ideas off and to get the jobs they just don’t have
the time for, or sometimes inclination to do, done. It puts me in a unique position in that I truly understand their needs. I know
their limitations, their pain points and will do whatever I can to help them. In turn, the satisfaction I get when a business owner
stops feeling bogged down and really starts to push forward with their business is a huge buzz for me. I take such pride in my
work and it is in my interest, as much as my clients, to make sure that the services I provide to them, in turn drives their own
ambitions forward for their business.
“I adore my job, so to be recognised for doing something I love doing is an absolute honour.”
This tops off a hugely successful few months, with Nicola securing both Bronze and Silver iDEA awards as part of an ongoing
training programme set up by the Duke of York to develop digital, enterprise and employability skills. She was invited to St
James’s Palace at the end of last year for the official launch of the Silver awards, being one of just a handful of award winners
who had achieved such status. She has also just recently expanded her core team by taking on two new members of staff.
Nicola has a strong belief in giving something back so donates her time and knowledge in her role as a trustee of local charity
The Henry Allen Trust and as Vice Chair of her son’s school’s Parent Teacher Association.
“There is almost an accepted norm that if you own your own business you have to work crazy hours and make compromises.
If you can get to grips with exactly what needs to be done, the deadline and whether you actually need to do it at all, life
becomes a whole lot simpler.”
“I love what I do and am delighted with how my business has grown through helping others. In turn being able to donate some
of my time to those who really need it is incredibly fulfilling. It has given me the confidence to step outside of my own comfort
zone and push myself, which is why I will never stop looking at ways to improve my own skillset.”
BACKGROUND
Nicola Case is based in Towcester and runs Pink Spaghetti Milton Keynes and Surrounds. This covers a vast area taking in
Olney, Buckingham, Leighton Buzzard and Milton Keynes. As part of the franchise, Nicola can access expertise from a large
network of Pink Spaghetti franchisees around the country so it always possible to find the right person for any task in hand.
With a focus on small and micro businesses, Nicola boasts a solid portfolio of clients and has ambitions to extend this further
with the addition of two extra members of staff to her team who in turn boast excellent skills in social media, journalism and
copywriting.

CONTACT DETAILS
Telephone: 0333 355 0283/ 07733 121216 Email: nicola.case@pink-spaghetti.co.uk Web: www.pink-spaghetti.co.uk
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Year 6 pupils at Nicholas Hawksmoor Primary School had the opportunity to tread the boards for
real, performing an adapted version of Romeo and Juliet in front of a sell-out crowd.
Having taken over ‘The Venue’ Theatre in Milton Keynes, the children had the fabulous opportunity
to experience life behind the scenes and being backstage in a real theatre.
Led by Year 6 Teacher and Drama Teacher extraordinaire - Mr Driver, the players rehearsed their
lines all day in preparation for the evening’s performance. All the Year 6 performers acted out their
parts with real stage presence and flawless delivery.
A number of Year 5 pupils were also given the opportunity to perform ‘sketches’ from Macbeth, A
Midsummer Night’s Dream and The Tempest, and a dance group also performed a beautifully
choreographed lyrical dance that echoed the disharmony between the Montagues and the Capulets.
Learning the ropes and buttons! Whilst the cast practised their lines, the lights and sounds were
programmed and controlled by another Year 6 pupil, Max, who said, ‘It was a really fun experience
and I learned a lot from a professional technician.’
As well as studying Shakespeare in English lessons the pupils also created a variety of mixed media
art, prints, paintings and pen and ink drawings that linked to the Romeo and Juliet theme. These
were on display in the Foyer for everyone to see during the interval.
This was the third time that NHPS have successfully used a professional theatre and produced a
Shakespeare play. ‘It was an incredible performance-even better than last year!’ declared Mr Edwards,
from the Chair of The Hawksmoor Learning Trust and Patron of the Arts.
Headteacher, Ms Curtis, was extremely proud at the high standard of acting and the confidence,
commitment and conviction shown by all the children in the parts they played and spoke
compellingly at the end about the importance of the Arts and the contribution they make to an
individual’s personal and academic development.
If a performance is to be judged by the audience reaction alone, then the standing ovation and the
lack of a single dry eye in the house should be telling enough!
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Towcester Town FC
Tournament 
The Recreation Ground, Towcester
Saturday, 8th June 2019 and Sunday, 9th June 2019
The annual six-a-side football tournament hosted by Towcester Town FC,
which attracts record numbers year on year, is taking place over the
weekend of 8th and 9th June 2019 at Towcester Recreation Ground.
The event first took place 25 years ago, in 1994 and has grown steadily in
size since then, with in excess of 100 teams from across
Northamptonshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire. This has now
grown into a popular event and a regular feature in the local calendar,
bringing in around 3,000 people over the weekend.
The U8, U10, U12, U14 and U16s matches will take place on Saturday and
this will be followed by the U7, U9, U11, U13 and U15s on the Sunday. All
age groups from U9s upwards are competitive, with teams taking part in
an initial league match and then cup or plate competitions.
As well as the football to watch, there will be plenty for the supporters
including a new football penalty shootout game, an all-day BBQ offering
breakfast rolls, burgers and hotdogs, and further refreshments including
sweets, teas, coffees and cold drinks.
Lisa Samiotis, Chair of TTFC, said: “All of our coaches are at least Level 1 FA qualified and DBS checked and offer a high
quality, safe and enjoyable grassroots football experience for in excess of 300 children ranging 4 years old to 18’’. “We also
have a successful men’s team, Last year was very successful. They won the Fred Tew Trophy again and came second in the
league and were so unlucky not to win it. They also reached the quarter finals of the County Cup but lost to the eventual
winners 13-12 on penalties”.
“The Club relies solely on player subscriptions, sponsorship and fundraising to provide the equipment and resources it needs
to run, and the annual tournament is an essential part of this. I would like to extend my thanks to the TTFC Committee who
expertly co-ordinate the competition and facilities and the parents who help with the refreshments.”
If you would like to get involved with the club or are a potential sponsor, please contact towcestertownfcchair@mail.com
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TOWCESTER
IN BLOOM

boxes

Window
displays

Town Centre
As you receive this edition you will hopefully be seeing the floral displays
appearing in the Town Centre to make it a more attractive destination for
shoppers. This is part of a longstanding initiative by Towcester Business Club
working with the Town Council, which we have boosted this year in
preparation for the Town entering the East Midlands in Bloom competition
next year.

Towcester
Evening WI
planters

The competition aims to:
•
•
•

Increase civic pride.
Boost the local high street
Stimulate voluntary work and co-operation between community
groups.

Make your
garden grow

Volunteer
If you are involved in a local community group and would like to be involved
in the project next year, we would love to hear from you.

Allotments

Towcester’s Best Front Garden – May’s Top Tip
Hanging a beautifully planted basket by the front door is one simple and easy
way to add a welcoming feel to your home.

spaces

Hanging Basket Tips:
•

Line with a wood fibre liner or moss.

•

Fill with multi-purpose or bedding plant compost mixed with water gel
crystals and slow release fertiliser granules.

•

Add trailing plants around the edge, then add plants for colour and
finally 3 larger plants in the centre. Good plant choices are: Petunia
Surfina, trailing Fuchsia and Lobelias. For colour add Nemesia and
Pansies along with Fuchsias and Geranium.

•

Open

Maintenance: Water every day including liquid feed and remove dead
flower heads to encourage more flowers to bloom.

Judging takes place in August with awards at the Bank Holiday Produce Show.
Further details will follow in the next edition.
Councillor Carol Blake
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TOWCESTER TOWN COUNCIL

Town Hall, 86 Watling Street
Towcester NN12 6BS
towncouncil@towcester-tc.gov.uk
01327 350995

News from the Town Council
TOWCESTER AREA DOOR TO DOOR





















volunteer@towcesterareadoor2door.co.uk

ĞƐƚ<ĞƉƚ'ĂƌĚĞŶŽŵƉĞƚŝƚŝŽŶϮϬϭϵ


Entries are invited from green fingered residents of Towcester for the ‘ĞƐƚ <ĞƉƚ
Garden Competition 2019’. dŚĞƌĞĂƌĞƐŽŵĂŶǇďĞĂƵƚŝĨƵůůǇŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶĞĚƉƌŝǀĂƚĞŐĂƌĚĞŶƐ
ŝŶƚŚĞƚŽǁŶĂŶĚƚĂŬŝŶŐƉĂƌƚŝƐǀĞƌǇƐŝŵƉůĞ͘ŶƚƌŝĞƐǁŝůůďĞũƵĚŐĞĚďǇƚŚĞdŽǁŶDĂǇŽƌ
ĂƚƚŚĞĞŶĚŽĨ:ƵůǇĂŶĚĂƉƌŝǌĞĂŶĚĐĞƌƚŝĨŝĐĂƚĞĂǁĂƌĚĞĚĨŽƌϭƐƚ͕ϮŶĚĂŶĚϯƌĚƉůĂĐĞ͘dŚĞŽŶůǇ
ĐƌŝƚĞƌŝŽŶŝƐƚŚĞŐĂƌĚĞŶŵƵƐƚďĞŝŶƉƵďůŝĐǀŝĞǁ͕ŝ͘Ğ͘ŶŽƚĂďĂĐŬŐĂƌĚĞŶ͘

/ĨǇŽƵǁŝƐŚƚŽĞŶƚĞƌǇŽƵƌŐĂƌĚĞŶ͕ŽƌƚŚĂƚŽĨĂŶĞŝŐŚďŽƵƌŽƌĨƌŝĞŶĚ͕ƉůĞĂƐĞĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĂŶĚ
ƌĞƚƵƌŶƚŚĞĨŽƌŵďĞůŽǁƚŽƚŚĞdŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝůKĨĨŝĐĞďǇ&ƌŝĚĂǇϭϮƚŚ:ƵůǇ͘tĞĂƌĞŚŽƉŝŶŐ
ĨŽƌĂďƵŵƉĞƌŶƵŵďĞƌŽĨĞŶƚƌŝĞƐƚŚŝƐǇĞĂƌƚŽƐƉƌŝŶŐďŽĂƌĚƵƐŝŶƚŽƐŚĂƉĞĨŽƌdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ
ŝŶůŽŽŵϮϬϮϬ͊



ŶƚƌǇ&Žƌŵ
dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌĞƐƚ<ĞƉƚ'ĂƌĚĞŶŽŵƉĞƚŝƚŝŽŶϮϬϭϵ


EĂŵĞ͗ͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲŽŶƚĂĐƚEŽ͗ͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲ

ĚĚƌĞƐƐ͗ͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲ
WůĞĂƐĞĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĂŶĚƌĞƚƵƌŶƚŽƚŚĞdŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝůKĨĨŝĐĞ͕dŚĞdŽǁŶ,Ăůů͕ϴϲ͕tĂƚůŝŶŐ^ƚƌĞĞƚĂƐƚ͕dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͕EEϭϮ
ϲ^͘EŽůĂƚĞƌƚŚĂŶ&ƌŝĚĂǇ͕ϭϮƚŚ:ƵůǇϮϬϭϵ͘
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ROTARY CLUB OF TOWCESTER
EVENTS FOR LOCAL SCHOOLS

The early months of the year are always busy for us organising several events for the local
Primary Schools – and even busier for the schools and participating pupils, to whom we are
very grateful for their time, efforts and support. Rotary offers the opportunities, but the Children
do all the hard work.
Winners from our local competitions are put forward to take part in our District Finals (our local
District covers all Rotary Clubs in Northamptonshire, Leicestershire and Lincolnshire).
The local winners and “our” successes at District level are summarised below.

YOUNG MUSICIAN
•
•
•
•
•
•

Junior Vocalist Emily (Towcester Primary School)
Junior instrumentalist William (Nicholas Hawksmoor Primary School)
Junior Instrumental ensemble NHPS Brass Quartet
Junior Vocal ensemble Aspire singers
Intermediate Vocal ensemble Aspire singers
Senior Vocal ensemble Aspire singers

Unfortunately, neither Emily nor William got through to the Final but the other four
representative groups did and they all won, which is fantastic.

YOUNG PHOTOGRAPHER
•
•
•
•

Junior Winner Joshua (Greens Norton Primary School)
Junior Second Anna (Nicholas Hawksmoor Primary School)
Junior Highly Commended Emily and Grace (both Towcester Primary School)
Intermediate Winner Isaac (Sponne Secondary School)

Joshua and Anna entered the District Final and they came first and second but reversing the
order of our local competition!
Isaac was also entered the District Final and not only did he win the Intermediate category he
also won the best single image in the whole competition out of 51 individual images!

YOUNG WRITER
•
•
•

Junior Winner Keira (Towcester Primary School)
Junior Second Lillie (Towcester Primary School)
Junior Third Bella (Greens Norton Primary School)

Keira and Lillie entered the District Final but unfortunately, they did not place there.

YOUNG ARTIST
•
•
•

Junior Winner Bella (Greens Norton Primary School)
Junior Second Erin (Greens Norton Primary School)
Junior Third Nora (Nicholas Hawksmoor Primary School)

Bella and Erin’s beautiful paintings will go forward to the District Final to be judged in the
coming weeks.
The Rotary Club of Towcester thank all the children who participated and congratulate all our winners.
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This Summer, Towcester Choral Society will be performing under an Operatic Theme,
singing from John Rutter's 'Opera Choruses’.
The Choir will be joined by Opera Dudes, two modern day Mario Lanzas, whom together with their own unique
vocal arrangements, perform some of the world's most romantic music. The Opera Dudes comprise of former
Cambridge scholar, Tim Lole, and ex-builder turned international operatic tenor, Neil Allen.

Our Concert will be held on Saturday, 29th June 2019 at St Lawrence Church, Towcester
For more information, including when tickets will be available, please follow us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/towcesterchoral or visit our website at www.towcesterchoralsociety.org.uk/forthcomingevents-2019
Towcester Choral Society is a mixed voice choir, with a membership of enthusiastic singers performing a wide
variety of music, in Towcester and South Northamptonshire since 1900. This has recently included, Handel's
Messiah with orchestra and soloists, and two compositions by the much-accredited modern composer, Karl
Jenkins’ 'Stella Natalis' and 'The Armed Man'. In addition, TCS members regularly join singers from other choirs
to perform in such prestigious venues as the Royal Albert Hall and Birmingham Symphony Hall.
We welcome singers of all levels of experience, from those who have only sung in the shower, to experienced
voices. It is not necessary to read music, and those members who joined us with no technical knowledge have
picked it up over time and blossomed as accomplished singers. Our Musical Director, Helen Swift, who takes us
from strength to strength, believes everyone can sing given the opportunity and the right guidance.
If you would like to join us to sing, please contact our Membership Secretary, Royston King by email in August,
at: membership@towcesterchoralsociety.org.uk so that we can arrange for you to come as we recommence
practicing for our 2020 season concerts in September.
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‘Towcester Goes to War’ Exhibition Huge Success
dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌDƵƐĞƵŵopened the doors to its latest exhibition, ‘Towcester
Goes to War’ on memorial weekend and received over 600 visitors. This
ŶĞǁ ĞǆŚŝďŝƚŝŽŶ ŝƐ ƐƉŽŶƐŽƌĞĚ ďǇ ƚŚĞ ,ĞƌŝƚĂŐĞ >ŽƚƚĞƌǇ &ƵŶĚ ĂŶĚ ǁĂƐ
ĚĞƐŝŐŶĞĚƚŽŵĂƌŬƚŚĞĐĞŶƚĞŶĂƌǇŽĨƚŚĞ&ŝƌƐƚtŽƌůĚtĂƌ͘ŵŽŶŐƚŚĞŝƚĞŵƐ
ŽŶĚŝƐƉůĂǇĂƌĞŽƌŝŐŝŶĂůǁĞĂƉŽŶƐ͕ŐĂƐŵĂƐŬƐ͕ŵĞĚĂůƐ͕ůĞƚƚĞƌƐ͕ŚŽŵĞͲŵĂĚĞ
ƚĞǆƚŝůĞƐĂŶĚŬĞĞƉƐĂŬĞƐ͘dŚĞĞǆŚŝďŝƚŝŽŶĂůƐŽŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚŝĐĂŶĚĨŝůŵ
ĂƌĐŚŝǀĞƐ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ďĂƚƚůĞ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ^ŽŵŵĞ͕ Ă ĚŝŽƌĂŵĂ ŽĨ Ă &ŝƌƐƚ tŽƌůĚ tĂƌ
ĚƵŐŽƵƚ ĂŶĚ Ă ǁĞĂůƚŚ ŽĨ ŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů ĂƌƚĞĨĂĐƚƐ͕ Ăůů ŽĨ ǁŚŝĐŚ ŚĞůƉ ƚŽ ƚĞůů Ă
ƉŽŝŐŶĂŶƚ ƐƚŽƌǇ ĂďŽƵƚ ƚŚĞ ǁĂƌ ŚĞƌŽĞƐ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ^ŽƵƚŚ EŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶƐŚŝƌĞ
ĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ͘

hŶŝƋƵĞZŽŵĂŶƌƚĞĨĂĐƚƐŝƐĐŽǀĞƌĞĚ



ƵƌŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ŵĞŵŽƌŝĂů ǁĞĞŬĞŶĚ ŵĂŶǇ ǀŝƐŝƚŽƌƐ ĞŶũŽǇĞĚ ĐŽŵƉůŝŵĞŶƚĂƌǇ
trench cake and corned beef sandwiches for a more immersive ‘warͲtime’
ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ͘dŚĞƌĞǁĂƐĂůƐŽĂƌĞͲenactor in an authentic soldier’s uniform
and many of the museum’s volunteers dressed in period costume for the
ŽĐĐĂƐŝŽŶ͕ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐƐŽůĚŝĞƌƐ͕ŶƵƌƐĞƐĂŶĚůĂŶĚĂƌŵǇŐŝƌůƐ͘

Masonry thought to be the ‘capital stones’ from Towcester's southern
ZŽŵĂŶ ŐĂƚĞǁĂǇ ŚĂǀĞ ƌĞĐĞŶƚůǇ ďĞĞŶ ĚŝƐĐŽǀĞƌĞĚ͘ dŚĞƐĞ ŽƌŶĂƚĞůǇ ĐĂƌǀĞĚ
ƐƚŽŶĞƐĂƌĞďĞůŝĞǀĞĚƚŽĚĂƚĞĨƌŽŵƚŚĞϮŶĚͲϯƌĚĐĞŶƚƵƌǇ͘͘ĂŶĚŽŶĐĞƚŚĞǇ
ŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶƌĞƐƚŽƌĞĚƚŚĞǇǁŝůůďĞƉƵƚŽŶƉĞƌŵĂŶĞŶƚĚŝƐƉůĂǇŝŶƚŚĞZŽŵĂŶ
ŐĂůůĞƌǇĂƚdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌDƵƐĞƵŵ͘
dŚĞĐĂƉŝƚĂůƐǁĞƌĞŽƌŝŐŝŶĂůůǇƵŶĐŽǀĞƌĞĚŝŶƚŚĞŵŝĚͲ1960’s, in the garden of
ƌ,ŽƉŬŝŶƐǁŚŽƐĞŚŽƵƐĞǁĂƐůŽĐĂƚĞĚŽŶƚŚĞũƵŶĐƚŝŽŶŽĨZŝĐŚŵŽŶĚZŽĂĚ
ĂŶĚtĂƚůŝŶŐ^ƚƌĞĞƚ͘dŚŝƐůŽĐĂƚŝŽŶǁĂƐůĂƚĞƌĚŝƐĐŽǀĞƌĞĚƚŽďĞƚŚĞƐŝƚĞŽĨƚŚĞ
ƐŽƵƚŚĞƌŶZŽŵĂŶŐĂƚĞǁĂǇƚŽdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͘

dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌDƵƐĞƵŵŚŽůĚƐĂǀĂƌŝĞĚĐŽůůĞĐƚŝŽŶŽĨŽƌŝŐŝŶĂůtŽƌůĚtĂƌKŶĞ
weapons and memorabilia. These are often used as ‘show and tell’ items
during visits from local children’s clubs ͲƐƵĐŚĂƐƚŚĞdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌĞĂǀĞƌƐ
ĂŶĚƌŽǁŶŝĞƐ͘

&ŽƌŵĂŶǇǇĞĂƌƐƚŚĞƐƚŽŶĞƐǁĞƌĞŬĞƉƚŝŶƌ,ŽƉŬŝŶƐŐĂƌĚĞŶĐůŽƐĞƚŽǁŚĞƌĞ
ƚŚĞǇǁĞƌĞĨŽƵŶĚ͕ƵŶƚŝůďĞŝŶŐƚƌĂŶƐĨĞƌƌĞĚƚŽƚŚĞƌĞƐŝĚĞŶĐĞŽĨDƌƐĂǇůŝƐƐŝŶ
'ƌĞĞŶƐEŽƌƚŽŶ͕ǁŚĞƌĞƚŚĞǇǁĞƌĞƵƐĞĚĂƐŽƌŶĂŵĞŶƚĂůĐŽƉŝŶŐƐƚŽŶĞƐĨŽƌ
ŚĞƌ ŐĂƚĞƉŽƐƚƐ͘ DƌƐ ĂǇůŝƐƐ ĂŶĚ ŚĞƌ ƐŽŶ͕ ĂƌĞǇ ƵƉŽŶ ĚŝƐĐŽǀĞƌŝŶŐ ƚŚĞŝƌ
ƐŝŐŶŝĨŝĐĂŶĐĞ͕ĚĞĐŝĚĞĚƚŽĚŽŶĂƚĞƚŚĞŵƚŽdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌDƵƐĞƵŵ͘DƌƐĂǇůŝƐƐ
said: “I feel it is important that these artefĂĐƚƐĂƌĞƉƌĞƐĞƌǀĞĚĂŶĚƉƵƚŽŶ
display where local people can see and enjoy them.”

dŚĞ ĞǆŚŝďŝƚŝŽŶ ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƐ ĞǆĐĞůůĞŶƚ ĞĚƵĐĂƚŝŽŶĂů ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚŝĞƐ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞƌĞ
ŚĂǀĞĂůƌĞĂĚǇďĞĞŶŶƵŵĞƌŽƵƐƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵůǀŝƐŝƚƐĨƌŽŵůŽĐĂůƐĐŚŽŽůƐ͘>ĂƵƌŝĞ
,ŝůů͕ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌĂƚůĂŬĞƐůĞǇWƌŝŵĂƌǇ^ĐŚŽŽůƐĂŝĚ͗ΗtĞŚĂĚĂǁŽŶĚĞƌĨƵůǀŝƐŝƚ͘
DǇĐůĂƐƐǁĞƌĞƚŽƚĂůůǇĞŶƚŚƌĂůůĞĚĂŶĚůŽǀĞĚƚŚĞĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ͊/ŚĞĂƌĚƐŽŵĞ
children say it was the best trip they’d ever been on. KŶĞŽĨƚŚĞŐŝƌůƐŝŶŵǇ
class even said she was going to visit again as a birthday treat.”

/ŶƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƚŝŽŶŽĨƚŚĞŝƌŬŝŶĚŐŝĨƚƚŽƚŚĞŵƵƐĞƵŵ͕ĞĂĐŚŽĨƚŚĞĚŽŶĂƚŽƌƐŚĂǀĞ
ďĞĞŶĂǁĂƌĚĞĚϭϬϬůƵďŵĞŵďĞƌƐŚŝƉǁŚŝĐŚǁŝůůŐƌĂŶƚƚŚĞŵĨƌĞĞůŝĨĞͲůŽŶŐ
ĂĚŵŝƐƐŝŽŶƚŽƚŚĞŵƵƐĞƵŵ͘dŚĞƉŝĐƚƵƌĞƐŚŽǁƐƚŚĞϭϬϬůƵďǁĂƌĚďĞŝŶŐ
presented by the museum’s curator Sally Willett.

The ‘Towcester Goes to War’ exhibition offers free admission and is due
ƚŽƌƵŶĨŽƌĂĨƵƌƚŚĞƌƚǁŽǇĞĂƌƐ͘tŚǇŶŽƚĐŽŵĞĂůŽŶŐĂŶĚĚŝƐĐŽǀĞƌŵŽƌĞ
ĨŽƌŐŽƚƚĞŶƐƚŽƌŝĞƐĨƌŽŵdŽwcester’s past?
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ďƵƐǇǇĞĂƌĂŚĞĂĚĨŽƌdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌDƵƐĞƵŵ
dŚĞƌĞĂƌĞƐŽŵĂŶǇĞǆĐŝƚŝŶŐĂĐƚŝǀŝƚŝĞƐĂŶĚĞǀĞŶƚƐŚĂƉƉĞŶŝŶŐĂƚdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ
Museum in 2019. Here are a few you won’t want to miss: 

DƵƐĞƵŵYƵŝǌEŝŐŚƚ
dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌŵƵƐĞƵŵŝƐĂĐŚĂƌŝƚǇǁŚŝĐŚƌƵŶƐĞŶƚŝƌĞůǇŽŶƚŚĞǁŽƌŬŽĨůŽĐĂů
ǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐ͘dŚĞĨƵŶĚƐƌĂŝƐĞĚďǇƚŚĞƋƵŝǌǁŝůůŚĞůƉƚŽĐƌĞĂƚĞŶĞǁŝŶƚĞƌĂĐƚŝǀĞ
activities for the museum’s exhibitions. The quiz will take place on
^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ͕ϮϵƚŚ:ƵŶĞĂƚϳƉŵĂŶĚǁŝůůŝŶĐůƵĚĞĂďĂƌ͕ƌĞĨƌĞƐŚŵĞŶƚƐĂŶĚĂ
ƌĂĨĨůĞ͘

>ŝǀĞ,ŝƐƚŽƌǇĂǇƐ
dŚŝƐƐƵŵŵĞƌǁĞǁŝůůďĞƐƚĞƉƉŝŶŐďĂĐŬŝŶƚŝŵĞĨŽƌĂƐĞƌŝĞƐŽĨůŝǀĞŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ
ĚĂǇƐ͘ sŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐ ǁŝůů ďĞ ĚƌĞƐƐĞĚ ŝŶ ƉĞƌŝŽĚ ĐŽƐƚƵŵĞƐ ĂŶĚ ŝŶƚĞƌĂĐƚ ǁŝƚŚ
visitors to explain what life was like in different periods of Towcester’s
history. There will also be a series of ‘show and tell’ sessions with a
ĐŽŵďŝŶĂƚŝŽŶŽĨŽƌŝŐŝŶĂůĂŶĚƌĞƉůŝĐĂĂƌƚĞĨĂĐƚƐĨŽƌǀŝƐŝƚŽƌƐƚŽƐĞĞĂŶĚƚŽƵĐŚ͘
dŚĞƚŝŵĞƉĞƌŝŽĚƐĐŽǀĞƌĞĚǁŝůůŝŶĐůƵĚĞZŽŵĂŶ͕^ĂǆŽŶ͕ŝǀŝůtĂƌ͕'ĞŽƌŐŝĂŶ͕
sŝĐƚŽƌŝĂŶ ĂŶĚ ϮϬƚŚ ĞŶƚƵƌǇ͘ dŚĞ ůŝǀĞ ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ ĚĂǇƐ ǁŝůů ƌƵŶ ŽŶ ϮϳƚŚ :ƵůǇ͕
ϭϬƚŚƵŐƵƐƚĂŶĚϮϰƚŚƵŐƵƐƚĨƌŽŵϭϬĂŵ–ϮƉŵ͘





EĞǁƵĚŝŽ'ƵŝĚĞ
dŚĞŵƵƐĞƵŵǁŝůůďĞůĂƵŶĐŚŝŶŐĂŶĞǁĂƵĚŝŽŐƵŝĚĞƐƉŽŶƐŽƌĞĚďǇƚŚĞ^E
;^ŽƵƚŚEŽƌƚŚĂŶƚƐŽƵŶĐŝůͿǁŚŝĐŚǁŝůůƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĂϰϬͲŵŝŶƵƚĞŐƵŝĚĞĚƚŽƵƌŽĨ
ŽƵƌ ƉĞƌŵĂŶĞŶƚ ĞǆŚŝďŝƚŝŽŶ͘ dŚŝƐ ŐƵŝĚĞ ǁŝůů ŽĨĨĞƌ Ă ŵŽƌĞ ŝŶͲĚĞƉƚŚ ĂŶĚ
ŝŶƚĞƌĂĐƚŝǀĞƚŽƵƌĂƐǁĞůůĂƐƉƌŽǀŝĚŝŶŐĂŶǇŽŶĞǁŝƚŚĂǀŝƐƵĂůŝŵƉĂŝƌŵĞŶƚƚŚĞ
ĂďŝůŝƚǇƚŽĞŶũŽǇƚŚĞĞǆŚŝďŝƚŝŽŶ͘

sŝĐƚŽƌŝĂŶŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ
Towcester Museum’s annual 'Victoria Christmas' will be held on Saturday,
ϳƚŚ ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ ĨƌŽŵ ϭϬĂŵ – ϰƉŵ͘ sŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐ ǁŝůů ďĞ ĚƌĞƐƐĞĚ ŝŶ ƉĞƌŝŽĚ
ĐŽƐƚƵŵĞĂŶĚƚŚĞƌĞǁŝůůďĞůŽƚƐŽĨĂĐƚŝǀŝƚŝĞƐĨŽƌĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶƚŽĞŶũŽǇ͘dŚĞƌĞǁŝůů
ĂůƐŽďĞĂƐĞůĞĐƚŝŽŶŽĨĨĞƐƚŝǀĞƚƌĞĂƚƐŽŶŽĨĨĞƌ͘
dŚĞ ŵƵƐĞƵŵ ŐŝĨƚ ƐŚŽƉ ƌĂŶŐĞ ŚĂƐ ƌĞĐĞŶƚůǇ ďĞĞŶ ĞǆƉĂŶĚĞĚ ƚŽ ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ
ůŽĐĂůůǇ ŵĂĚĞ ũĞǁĞůůĞƌǇ͕ Ă ŶĞǁ ƐĞůĞĐƚŝŽŶ ŽĨ ŚĞƌŝƚĂŐĞ ĂůĞƐ ĂŶĚ Ă ƌĂŶŐĞ ŽĨ
books written by local authors. It’s the perfect place to find a thoughtful
ŐŝĨƚ͘&ŽƌŵŽƌĞŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶǀŝƐŝƚǁǁǁ͘ƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌŵƵƐĞƵŵ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬŽƌĨŽůůŽǁ
ƵƐŽŶ&ĂĐĞďŽŽŬŽƌ/ŶƐƚĂŐƌĂŵ͘



A FLIRTATIOUS FOODIE
IN HARRODS
a sonnet by Bridget Arregger
first published by AudioArcadia.com
Young man could you please hand me down that tin
of caviar at eighty pounds, the gold
one. Can’t quite reach and you’re so tall, so thin,
most handsome too if I may be so bold,
my dear, such lovely curls, so rare today,
I find, amongst the young. Most want to shave
their heads, but come, don’t run so fast away.
I need some help so please do me a favour; put your mind to helping with my feast.
Some salmon, smoked or fresh, will do, don’t you
agree? More elegant than bird or beast.
And what about some truffles, wild, a few
and wine, the most expensive that you stock.

Towcester Writers’ Group
We are a small, friendly group of aspiring
writers. Our abilities are very mixed, and we
offer a warm welcome to newcomers. You can
follow us online at:
www.facebook.com/TowcesterWriters
Our informal meetings are held in Towcester
Library at the Forum on the third Wednesday of
every other month from 7.30 to 9.30pm.
Please come and join us. We look forward to
meeting you. Here is a piece by one of our
members: Bridget Arregger.
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Chairman launches
launches the
the Watermeadows
Watermeadows Parkrun
Parkrun
Chairman
Dallyn Chairman of South Northants Council
Councillor Richard Dallyn,
was an official starter at the Watermeadows Parkrun in Towcester
on Saturday, 16th March.
Now in its 5th week, the parkrun takes in a 5-kilometre path around
the Watermeadows. It has been welcomed by the local community,
with hundreds of attendees.
Since it began in 2004, Parkrun has become a global phenomenon,
offering communities around the world, a smarter way to participate
in a community physical activity.
commented: “Parkrun is a wonderful initiative to get us
Cllr Dallyn commented
all out enjoying beautiful environments and getting fit. We are
delighted to now have one in Towcester.”
“Anyone can take part, from pensioners to parents with their children,
people with their dogs, wheelchair users, people pushing prams, club
runners or casual runners. If you’ve never been to one, come along
and give it a try. My SNC Chairman’s Fun Run last October was a
great success despite the rain and I wish every success with these
weekly events.”
The free events take place every Saturday morning at over 1,400
twenty-three countries across five continents. They are
locations, in twenty
open to everyone.
Anna Harrington, Event Director of the Parkrun in Towcester said: “The Watermeadows Towcester Parkrun
got off to a great start; it is a fun initiative that we hope will enhance the already great community of
Towcester. We encourage people of every ability to come and join in; to volunteer, walk or jog and
maybe to build up to running the whole 5-kilometre route. You can be sure of a very warm welcome.”
“We really appreciate the support from the Council and our funders for enabling the Parkrun to take place.”
Parkrun is a totally inclusive event that celebrates all participants equally; the volunteers, those who are just
starting to do regular physical activity and those who are already in a physical activity routine. It takes place
at the same time in the same place all year round, and people are free to opt in or out as they wish. There is
no dress code, and participants only register once to be involved at any of the events worldwide.
To find out more about the Watermeadows Towcester Parkrun
visit: http://www.parkrun.org.uk/watermeadows/ or email watermeadows@parkrun.com.
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dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌŽƵŶƚƌǇDĂƌŬĞƚ
ĞůĞďƌĂƚŝŶŐϭϬϬǇĞĂƌƐŽĨDĂƌŬĞƚƐ

,ĞĚŐĞƌŽǁƐ͕ ŐĂƌĚĞŶƐ͕ ŽƌĐŚĂƌĚƐ ĂŶĚ ůĂŶĚ ǁĞƌĞ ƵƐĞĚ ƚŽ
ĂǀĞƌƚ ƚŚĞ ĐƌŝƐĞƐ͘ EĂƚƵƌĂů ŵĞƚŚŽĚƐ ŽĨ ĐŽŵƉŽƐƚŝŶŐ ĂŶĚ
ƉƌĞƐĞƌǀŝŶŐǁĞƌĞŝŶŝƚŝĂƚĞĚƚŽŵĂŬĞƐƵƌĞƚŚĂƚŶŽƚŚŝŶŐǁĂƐ
ǁĂƐƚĞĚ͕ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ ƉƌŽĚƵĐĞ ǁĂƐ ŚĞĂůƚŚǇ ĂŶĚ ŶĂƚƵƌĂůůǇ
ŐƌŽǁŶĂŶĚŚĂƌǀĞƐƚĞĚ͘

ŝŐĨŽƌsŝĐƚŽƌǇ͊

dŚĞŽƌŝŐŝŶƐŽĨŵĂƌŬĞƚƐďĞŐĂŶŽǀĞƌĂϭϬϬǇĞĂƌƐĂŐŽǁŝƚŚ
ƚŚĞƉƌŝŶĐŝƉůĞƐŽĨƵƐŝŶŐůŽĐĂůƉƌŽĚƵĐĞƚŽĨĞĞĚƚŚĞŶĂƚŝŽŶ͘
The experience gained from ‘digging for victory’ during
ƚŚĞ 'ƌĞĂƚ tĂƌƐ ǁĂƐ ƵƐĞĚ ŝŶ ŽƌĚĞƌ ƚŽ ŶŽƚ ǁĂƐƚĞ ůŽĐĂů
ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ͘DĞŶƌĞƚƵƌŶŝŶŐĨƌŽŵŝŶƚĞŶƐĞĐŽŶĨůŝĐƚƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ
ĂŵĞĂŶƐŽĨĨĞĞĚŝŶŐƚŚĞŝƌĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐĂŶĚĞǀĞƌǇƐĐƌĂƉŽĨůĂŶĚ
ǁĂƐ ƵƐĞĚƚŽ ŐƌŽǁ ĨŽŽĚ͘ /ƚ ĂůƐŽ ĞŶĂďůĞĚ ůŽĐĂů ƉĞŽƉůĞƚŽ
ŐĞŶĞƌĂƚĞĂŶŝŶĐŽŵĞ͘

t/DĂƌŬĞƚ^ƚĂůů

/ŶϭϵϯϮE&t/ĚĞĐŝĚĞĚƚŽĞǆƉĂŶĚŵĂƌŬĞƚŝŶŐĂĐƚŝǀŝƚǇĂŶĚ
ŚĞůĚ Ă ĐŽŶĨĞƌĞŶĐĞ ŽŶ &ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ ϰƚŚ Ăƚ ĂǆƚŽŶ ,Ăůů͕
>ŽŶĚŽŶ͘ dŚĞ ƉƌŝŵĞ ŽďũĞĐƚŝǀĞ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ĐŽŶĨĞƌĞŶĐĞ ǁĂƐ ƚŽ
ŝŶǀĞƐƚŝŐĂƚĞ ƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ ŵĞƚŚŽĚƐ ĨŽƌ ŵĂƌŬĞƚŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ŐůƵƚ ŽĨ
wasted foodstuffs from member’s gardens for which no
ŵĞĂŶƐ ŽĨ ŵĂƌŬĞƚŝŶŐ ĞǆŝƐƚĞĚ͘ dŚĞ ĐŽŶĨĞƌĞŶĐĞ ǁĂƐ
ĂƚƚĞŶĚĞĚďǇϭϴϯƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƚŝǀĞƐĨƌŽŵϰϳĐŽƵŶƚŝĞƐ͘
dŚĞE&t/ĂƉƉůŝĞĚƚŽdŚĞĂƌŶĞŐŝĞdƌƵƐƚĨŽƌĨŝŶĂŶĐŝĂůŚĞůƉ
ƚŽƉƌŽŵŽƚĞƚŚŝƐǁŽƌŬĂŶĚƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚĂŐƌĂŶƚǁŚŝĐŚĞŶĂďůĞĚ
ƚŚĞŵ ƚŽ ĂƉƉŽŝŶƚ sĞƌĂ Žǆ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ƐƚĂĨĨ ĂƐ Ă ŵĂƌŬĞƚŝŶŐ
ŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĞƌ͘^ŚĞĚƌĞǁƵƉŵŽĚĞůƌƵůĞƐĂŶĚǁƌŽƚĞƚŚĞĨŝƌƐƚ
ŵĂƌŬĞƚŝŶŐŚĂŶĚďŽŽŬǁŝƚŚƐƵŐŐĞƐƚŝŽŶƐĨŽƌƚŚĞĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ
ĂŶĚƚŚĞǁŽƌŬŝŶŐŽĨŵĂƌŬĞƚƐƚĂůůƐ͘

&ŝƌƐƚt/DĂƌŬĞƚŝŶ>ĞǁĞƐ͕ĂƐƚ^ƵƐƐĞǆ͕ϭϰƚŚĞĐĞŵďĞƌϭϵϭϵ

dŚĞ ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ ŝŶŝƚŝĂƚŝǀĞ ƚŽ ĐƌĞĂƚĞ ůŽĐĂů ďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐĞƐ ƚŽ
ƐĞůůƚŚĞĨŽŽĚǁĂƐŝŶŝƚŝĂƚĞĚďǇƚŚĞEĂƚŝŽŶĂů&ĞĚĞƌĂƚŝŽŶŽĨ
tŽŵĞŶ/ŶƐƚŝƚƵƚĞ;E&t/ͿĂŶĚt/DĂƌŬĞƚƐǁĞƌĞĨŽƌŵĞĚ͘
ǀĞƌǇŽŶĞŚĂĚƚŚĞŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇƚŽƵƐĞƚŚĞŝƌŽǁŶƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ
ƚŽƉƌŽĚƵĐĞĞŶŽƵŐŚĨŽŽĚƚŽŶŽƚŽŶůǇƚŽĨĞĞĚƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐ
ďƵƚǁĞƌĞĂďůĞƚŽƐĞůůƚŚĞŝƌŐŽŽĚƐƚŽƚŚĞďĞŶĞĨŝƚŽĨĂůůůŽĐĂů
ƉĞŽƉůĞ͘ĐŽŽƉĞƌĂƚŝǀĞƐŚĂƌŝŶŐ͘
22

ĞůĞŐĂƚĞƐŽŶƚŚĞŝƌǁĂǇƚŽĂE&t/'D


/ŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂůt/ŵĂƌŬĞƚƐǁĞƌĞƌĞŐŝƐƚĞƌĞĚĂƐĐŽͲŽƉĞƌĂƚŝǀĞƐ
ƵŶĚĞƌƚŚĞ/ŶĚƵƐƚƌŝĂůĂŶĚWƌŽǀŝĚĞŶƚ&ƌŝĞŶĚůǇ^ŽĐŝĞƚŝĞƐĐƚ͘
WƌŽĚƵĐĞƌƐ;ďŽƚŚŵĞŶĂŶĚǁŽŵĞŶͿďĞĐĂŵĞƐŚĂƌĞŚŽůĚĞƌƐ
ďǇďƵǇŝŶŐĂƐŚĂƌĞĨŽƌŽŶĞƐŚŝůůŝŶŐ;ϱƉͿ͕ǁŚŝĐŚŝƐƐƚŝůůƚŚĞ
ĐĂƐĞƚŽĚĂǇ͊



A Brief History of Country Markets

/ŶϭϵϵϬE&t/ďĞĐĂŵĞĂŚĂƌŝƚĂďůĞŽŵƉĂŶǇ>ŝŵŝƚĞĚďǇ
'ƵĂƌĂŶƚĞĞ͘ƐĂƌĞƐƵůƚ͕ƚŚĞŚĂƌŝƚǇŽŵŵŝƐƐŝŽŶĂŶĚƚŚĞ
NFWI legal advisers suggested a more 'arm’s length'
ƌĞůĂƚŝŽŶƐŚŝƉ͘ǇϭϵϵϮƚŚĞĂŶŶƵĂůƚƵƌŶŽǀĞƌŽĨt/DĂƌŬĞƚƐ
ǁĂƐ άϭϬŵŝůůŝŽŶ ďƵƚ E&t/ ǁĂƐ Ă ΖŶŽƚ ĨŽƌ ƉƌŽĨŝƚΖ
ŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƚŝŽŶ͘

,ŽŵĞŵĂĚĞĨƌĞƐŚůǇƉƌĞƉĂƌĞĚůŽĐĂůƉƌŽĚƵĐĞ

1916

A market was started in Criccieth, Gwynedd and
became a registered co-operative society in 1917
providing local food during the war. It closed when the
war ended.

1919

A WI Market was set up in Lewes, East Sussex
followed by more in East Kent, Berkshire and
Buckinghamshire.

1932

The Carnegie Trust provided a grant that enabled
model rules and a handbook to be written and
individual markets were registered under the
Industrial and Provident Societies Act.

1939

The Produce Guild was formed, with funding from the
Government, to encourage more home-grown food
and to preserve more fruit and vegetables.

1972

First £1M annual turnover achieved

1990

NFWI became a Charitable Company Limited by
Guarantee.

1992

Saw a £10M annual turnover.

1995

Separated from NFWI and adopted the name WI
Country Markets Ltd.

2004

The use of the WI initials was discontinued to leave
Country Markets Limited.

2010

The corporate
trademarked.

2012

“The Cooks of Country Markets” was trademarked.

2013

Country Markets
trademarked.

device

“Country

“Cook

Craft

Markets”

Grow”

was

was

&ŝŶĂůůǇ͕ŝŶϭϵϵϱDĂƌŬĞƚƐƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞĚĨƌŽŵE&t/͕ĂĚŽƉƚŝŶŐ
ĂŶĞǁŶĂŵĞΖt/ŽƵŶƚƌǇDĂƌŬĞƚƐ>ƚĚΖĂŶĚďĞĐĂŵĞƐĞůĨͲ
ĨŝŶĂŶĐŝŶŐ͘ /Ŷ ϮϬϬϰ ƚŚĞ ƵƐĞ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ t/ ŝŶŝƚŝĂůƐ ǁĂƐ
ĚŝƐĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞĚ͘
dŚĞ ŽƵŶƚƌǇ DĂƌŬĞƚƐ ďƌĂŶĚ ŶŽǁ ďŽĂƐƚƐ ŽǀĞƌ ϮϱϬ
ŵĂƌŬĞƚƐĂŶĚϳϬϬϬнƉƌŽĚƵĐĞƌƐƵƉĂŶĚĚŽǁŶƚŚĞĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ
ĨƌŽŵEŽƌƚŚƵŵďĞƌůĂŶĚƚŽŽƌŶǁĂůů͘
/Ɛ ƚŚŝƐ ǇŽƵƌ ĚĞƐƚŝŶĂƚŝŽŶ͍ tĞ ŚĂǀĞ Ă ĨĂďƵůŽƵƐ
ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ to “Cook, Craft and Grow” in our second
ĐĞŶƚƵƌǇ͘tĞĂůůĨŽůůŽǁƚŚĞŚŝŐŚĞƐƚƐƚĂŶĚĂƌĚƐĂŶĚĐŽŵƉůǇ
ǁŝƚŚĂůůƚŚĞƌĞŐƵůĂƚŝŽŶƐĂĐƌŽƐƐƚŚĞƉƌŽĚƵĐƚƌĂŶŐĞƐ͘tĞ
ĂƌĞ ƚŚĞ ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇΖƐ ďĞƐƚ ŬĞƉƚ ƐĞĐƌĞƚ ĂŶĚ ǁĞ ĂƌĞ ĂůǁĂǇƐ
ůŽŽŬŝŶŐĨŽƌŶĞǁƉƌŽĚƵĐĞƌƐĂŶĚĐƵƐƚŽŵĞƌƐ͊
>ĞĂƌŶŵŽƌĞĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞŽƵŶƚƌǇDĂƌŬĞƚƐŽŶƚŚĞŶĂƚŝŽŶĂů
ǁĞďƐŝƚĞǁǁǁ͘ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇͲŵĂƌŬĞƚƐ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬŽƌǀŝƐŝƚdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ
ŽƵŶƚƌǇDĂƌŬĞƚƚŽďƵǇĨƌŽŵůŽĐĂůƉƌŽĚƵĐĞƌƐĂŶĚŚĂǀĞĂ
chat with our Market Supervisor if you’d like to find out
more about joining. We’d love to see you!




dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌŽƵŶƚƌǇDĂƌŬĞƚĂƚdŚĞ^ĂǁƉŝƚƐĞŶƚƌĞ

dŚĞdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌŽƵŶƚƌǇDĂƌŬĞƚǁĂƐĨŽƵŶĚĞĚŝŶKĐƚŽďĞƌ
ϭϵϳϭ͘ůůŽƵƌƉƌŽĚƵĐĞƌƐĂƌĞůŽĐĂůĂŶĚŵĂŬĞĂůůƚŚĞŝƌŽǁŶ
ƉƌŽĚƵĐĞ͕ĨƌŽŵĐĂŬĞƐĂŶĚďĂŬĞƐ͕ƉƌĞƐĞƌǀĞƐƚŽƉůĂŶƚƐĂŶĚ
ŬŶŝƚƐ͕ũĞǁĞůůĞƌǇĂŶĚĂǁŚŽůĞŚŽƐƚŽĨŚĂŶĚĐƌĂĨƚĞĚŝƚĞŵƐ͘
We’re open every Thursday morning bĞƚǁĞĞŶϴ͗ϯϬĂŶĚ
ϭϭ͗ϯϬ Ăŵ ŝŶ dŚĞ ^ĂǁƉŝƚƐ ĞŶƚƌĞ ;ƚŚĞ ŽůĚ ůŝďƌĂƌǇͿ ŽĨĨ
ZŝĐŚŵŽŶĚZŽĂĚ͘&ƌĞĞƉĂƌŬŝŶŐƚŽŽ͊

&ŽůůŽǁƵƐŽŶ&ĂĐĞďŽŽŬ͕
/ŶƐƚĂŐƌĂŵĂŶĚdǁŝƚƚĞƌƚŽŽ͘
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St. Lawrence Church

Under our control or seemingly out of our control?
Brexit drags on right now. I wonder what the situation will be in May when you receive The Towcester Town Crier? Closer
to home, things are sometimes more in our control. As many of you know, we are privileged to have the oldest place of
worship in our town. St Lawrence Church is a beautiful building which is used by the whole community for regular worship,
attending important family events, the St. Lawrence Flower Festival, concerts, recitals and school services, to name but a
few occasions. It is also a welcome sanctuary for many and various visitors passing through our town. Only this morning, a
family from Wolverhampton stopped by and joined in our Morning Prayer. Our historic Church is expensive to maintain
and currently, we need to raise £27.000 for building maintenance and repairs. We thank our regular parishioners who give
generously for the mission and work of the Church.
After the fire last July, there was a huge amount of goodwill and concern shown by members of the community, who
offered their time to help clean the church. We know people care about the building and the work of the Church and
for that we are enormously grateful. In due course, we would like to redevelop the building, to make it even more of a
community space, but first the building must be safe and have essential repairs carried out. We have received a donation
of £5,000 for which we are hugely grateful. However, in order to apply for various grants which, in practice match funding,
we need to raise more.
If you value the work of the Church in our community and the building itself,
and would like to help us in any capacity, we would greatly appreciate your
support. This could be a donation, or if you have experience in completing
successful grant applications or have knowledge of historic buildings, the
Fabric Fund would love to hear from you.
Please contact the Tove Benefice office in the Chantry House for more
information or speak to Revd. Lulu Pelly or Revd. Paula Challen. If you would
like to make a financial contribution, please hand pop in to the Benefice
Office and indicate that it is for the Fabric Fund and church stonework
repairs. Please make cheques payable to the Towcester St. Lawrence PCC.
Please also give your address, so that we may thank you in person.
Thank you for helping us to be responsible for this historic building and place
of worship.
Revd. Lulu Pelly
Assistant Priest, Tove Benefice



Towcester Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 2018
This year’s Poppy Quiz took place in The Towcester Mill on Tuesday, 19th March and there were 16 teams who
fought it out for the prizes of £50, £30 and £10. The entry fee was £3 per person, with £1 going towards the prize
money, and £2 going to the Poppy Appeal. In total we raised £330.
We are still waiting to hear how much Gift Aid will be awarded to us and there are some more small amounts which we know will be
coming our way over the next few weeks. The final total should be just short of £28,000, which will be fantastic.
The Poppy Appeal collects about 40% of the money, necessary to fund the RBL’s work, which runs to over £2 Million every week, so
donations at any time are gratefully received.
The RBL Towcester Branch meets on the second Tuesday of the month (except August) for a 7:30 pm start in the first-floor lounge
at Towcester Mill, 1st Floor lounge (there is a lift). We often have a speaker talking about some aspect of the military and all are
welcome to attend.
You do not have to have served in the Armed Services to become a member of the RBL. Some of the services provided by the RBL
are only offered to ex- or current serving personnel or their dependants, but that stipulation does not apply to anyone wanting to
become a member. Do come along to our next meeting and see for yourself - you’ll be made most welcome.
David Reed
Membership Secretary & Poppy Appeal Organiser
dreedsfm@sky.com 07970 597044 01327 352414
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Towcester & District Local History Society

Memorial Gift to Towcester Museum
A memorial gift to Towcester Museum finally reached its destination today,
30th March 2019, when a set of Domesday books for Towcester and district,
was presented by Peter Jones, Chairman of the Towcester and District
Local History Society (TDLHS) to Rob Hamblin, Chairman of the Trustees
of Towcester Museum.

The set of books had been in the care of the Local History Society since
2003. During the intervening years Towcester Museum was being planned
and built and the first exhibitions were being prepared. Towcester Museum
was officially opened on 27th July 2013 by Lady Juliet Townsend, the Lord
Lieutenant of Northamptonshire.
The Domesday books was left to the Museum by the late Dr Anne Letts in
memory of her late husband E.C. Letts. Dr Anne Letts was a lay reader at
St. Lawrence Church in Towcester and a member of the Towcester and
District Local History Society. She lived in Towcester at Malthouse Court
until 2006 when she moved to St. Christopher's Care Home in Northampton.

The gift set consisted of three large volumes and some maps. The first
volume included a facsimile copy of the Domesday entry for Towcester; the
second volume contained transcriptions of the entries; and the third volume
was a book about the history of the Domesday book.

Ordered by William the Conqueror in 1086, the Domesday Book was a
survey of England defining villages and parishes and their wealth with a view
to raising taxes. As well as a record of the amount of agricultural land and
woodland the Domesday book recorded a mill in Towcester worth 13s 4d,
and valued Towcester at £25 a year. This amount of tax shows that the
Towcester area must have been prosperous nearly 1000 years ago.
Sally Willet (Towcester Museum Curator), Peter Jones (Chairman of the Towcester and
District Local History Society) & Rob Hamblin (Chairman of Towcester Museum).

Towcester Museum may put this set of books on display at a future special
exhibition, but not until after the end of the current special exhibition on the
first World War and Towcester.

A typical year in the life of our busy history society means a wide range of activities – talks, walks, outings, social evenings and research into the rich
local history, Towcester has to offer. This year will certainly be no exception.
Already Society members have visited Delapre Abbey, for a tour of a building that has been lovingly restored and is now fully open to the public. Still
to come is the main annual outing, which this year will be on July 27, with a visit to Worcester. Sue Ingram, organiser of group outings as well as
Speaker Secretary, says Worcester is a city offering a huge amount for a visit, not least the Cathedral, the Wedgewood Museum and the River Severn.
Brian Giggins, one of the Society’s leading historians, took time out from the independent survey, to head out to the town’s oldest buildings, to give
Towcester Scouts a tour of St. Lawrence Church. It was so well received that the Society are considering a repeat for members, and possibly the
general public.
When the St, Lawrence Flower Festival takes place in early August, this year’s theme will be “We are going on a journey” which should offer plenty of
scope for the exhibition to which the Society contributes each year.

A TALKS PROGRAMME FULL OF VARIETY
•

Wednesday, 8th May : 1970s Northampton – where it all went wrong, with Richard Deacon
Richard returns with a follow-up to the fascinating talk he gave us in 2017. He will take us into the 1970s with photographs to show the
dramatic changes to our county town in that decade.

•

Wednesday, 12th June: Death in the Garden, with Michael Brown
Over the centuries poisonous plants have been used to remove an unwanted partner or rival, for medicine, aphrodisiacs, pest control,
foretelling the future or to commune with the Gods. Learn the truth about many of these plants which may well be growing in your garden.

•

Wednesday, 10th July: Summer meeting
A kind of a midsummer party for members and their guests with buffet and drinks – but always with a slant towards local history.

•

Wednesday, 11th September: The Culworth Terrors, with David Hewitt
David will tell the story of the disreputable bunch from Culworth who terrorised locals and other villages in the 18 th century until they were
finally rounded up by the law. Four of them were dealt with in accordance with the law of that time and met their fate on the Racecourse in
Northampton.

Meetings are held at the Riverside Resource Centre in Islington Road, Towcester, at 7.30pm. There is a fee of £3 for non-members.
For further information about the Society please contact David Wilcock on 01327 351782 or John Morris on 07725 839795.
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OLD TOWCESTER 29

BAR ENCORE, 201 WATLING STREET WEST

29b Sketch of side elevation
Bar Encore occupies one of the buildings where you step back
into at least 400 years of Towcester History. Documentary
evidence suggests that the town’s Market Cross stood in the
triangular garden area at the side of the building.

29a Sketch of front elevation
This is one of the town’s buildings that has been surveyed,
researched and analysed as part of the ongoing Historic
Towcester Survey project.

This was undoubtedly one of the buildings which would have
been searched by the Royalist forces quartered in the town
during the winter of 1643/4 when they were short of rations and
were taking what they could from the inhabitants. It is
unfortunate that only small fragments of the building’s original
timber-framed construction survives, from late Tudor times but
the stone gable is very likely to be part of the original
construction.
The present brick frontage dates from the late 18 th century and
the building still retains an early 19 th century shopfront, from
when it was used as a bakery. To the right is the multi-paned
window that displayed the cakes and bread. On the left is the
bay window of what was undoubtedly the living quarters of the
family at that period. A blocked-up grating at pavement level
shows the location of one of the two windows that lit the cellar.
This was probably dug to create a dairy when the frontage was
rebuilt. In the first-floor front room can be seen a Victorian wine
cupboard, with compartments for various types of drink. Here
was the Victorian parlour where the family could look down and
see the activities going on along Watling Street.
At the rear is a long curving two-storey rear addition which is a
mixture of brickwork and timber framing. Within this part is a
300-year-old staircase, a kitchen with a corner fireplace and the
site of the large brick ovens, which for over 200 years would
have been fired up daily to produce bread and cakes, to be sold
in the shop. Incorporated into the rear of the building is a twobay timber-framed barn, now largely rebuilt in brick, which may
have been where the bakers’ stored the stacks of timber faggots
that were needed to heat the ovens.
Many Towcester people will remember when this building was
the Pickwick Restaurant with its grand dining hall, known as the
Grafton Room, complete with minstrel’s gallery which was
converted from the timber-framed barn. The building is also the
birthplace of the ‘Towcester Cheesecake’ whose secret recipe
was invented by James Ward, owner of the bakery business
from the 1870’s onwards.

29c 300-year-old staircase

His cheesecakes were enjoyed by countless punters at the
Towcester Races, who came by train and walked from the
station to the Racecourse, picking up a tasty snack from the
shop on the way.

Brian Giggins
Historic Towcester Survey
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&KZd,KD/E'sEd^/E͘͘͘
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ǀĞƌǇ&ƌŝĚĂǇ









ŶƚŝƋƵĞƐϮ'Ž/ŶĚŽŽƌDĂƌŬĞƚ

^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ͕ϰƚŚ 
^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ͕ϭϭƚŚ 
DŽŶĚĂǇ͕ϭϯƚŚ 
^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ͕ϮϱƚŚ 
















dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ,ĂŶĚŵĂĚĞ&ĂǇƌĞ
tŽŽĚůĂŶĚƐ'ĂƌĚĞŶ&ƵƌŶŝƚƵƌĞ^ĂůĞ
ŶŶƵĂůDĞĞƚŝŶŐŽĨdŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝůΘ/ŶĂƵŐƵƌĂƚŝŽŶŽĨDĂǇŽƌ
dŚĞ'ŝĨƚĂǌĂĂƌ

DĂǇϮϬϭϵ

:ƵŶĞϮϬϭϵ

^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ͕ϭƐƚ



ƚŚ
ƚŚ
&ƌŝĚĂǇ͕ϳ ͲDŽŶĚĂǇϭϬ 


&ƌŝĚĂǇ͕ϮϭƐƚ–^ƵŶϮϯƌĚ 
ŶĚ



^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ͕ϮϮ 

:ƵůǇϮϬϭϵ

^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ͕ϲƚŚ 







dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ,ĂŶĚŵĂĚĞ&ĂǇƌĞ
EŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶ'ŽƐƉĞů,ĂůůWƌĞĂĐŚŝŶŐǀĞŶƚ
DŝĚƐƵŵŵĞƌDƵƐŝĐ
dŚĞ'ŝĨƚĂǌĂĂƌ
dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ,ĂŶĚŵĂĚĞ&ĂǇƌĞ

/ŶĂĚĚŝƚŝŽŶƚŽƚŚĞĂďŽǀĞ͕ƚŚĞƌĞĂƌĞƐĞǀĞƌĂůǁĞĞŬůǇĐůĂƐƐĞƐƌƵŶŶŝŶŐĂƚƚŚĞdŽǁŶ,ĂůůŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ͗ƵŵďĂ͕dŽĚĚůĞƌ
Dance, Majorettes, Rock Choir, and Piccolo’s Music Club. Running bi weekly: Jado Kuindo.

d,^tW/d^EdZ

;ĨŽƌŵĞƌůǇdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ>ŝďƌĂƌǇ͕ZŝĐŚŵŽŶĚZŽĂĚͿ

DŽŶĚĂǇƐΘ&ƌŝĚĂǇƐ
DŽŶĚĂǇƐ

tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇƐ 
tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇƐ 
tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇƐ 
dŚƵƌƐĚĂǇƐ


ϭϬ–ϭϭ͗ϭϱĂŵ 
ϳ–ϴƉŵ

ϵ͗ϯϬ–ϭϭ͗ϯϬĂŵ
Ϯ–ϯƉŵ

ϰ–ϴƉŵ

ϴ͗ϯϬ–ϭϭ͗ϯϬĂŵ

dŚƵƌƐĚĂǇƐ

ϲ–ϳ͘ϯϬƉŵ



&ŝƌƐƚΘdŚŝƌĚ^ƵŶĚĂǇƐ ϭϬĂŵ 




Viv’s Yoga (to book, please call Vivien on 07941 547160)
dĂŝŚŝ;ƚŽďŽŽŬ͕ƉůĞĂƐĞĐĂůůEŝŶĂŽŶϬϳϵϴϬϵϯϱϴϴϵ
ŚĂŚĂƌŚŝŵƉƐ;ǁǁǁ͘ĨĂĐĞďŽŽŬ͘ĐŽŵͬĐĐĐƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌͿ
Parkinson’s UK Gentle Exercise Group
D<ŚĞĞƌůĞĂĚŝŶŐ;ǁǁǁ͘ŵŬĐŚĞĞƌůĞĂĚŝŶŐĂĐĂĚĞŵǇ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬͿ
dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌŽƵŶƚƌǇDĂƌŬĞƚ
;ǁǁǁ͘ĨĂĐĞďŽŽŬ͘ĐŽŵͬdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌŽƵŶƚƌǇDĂƌŬĞƚͿ
/ŶƐŽŵŶŝĂůŝŶŝĐǁŝƚŚĞďŽƌĂŚƵďƌĞǇ
;ĚĞďŽƌĂŚĂƵďƌĞǇΛŝĐůŽƵĚ͘ĐŽŵͿ
dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ,ƵďŚƵƌĐŚWůĂŶƚ;ŚƚƚƉ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌŚƵď͘ŽƌŐ͘ƵŬͿ

/Ŷ ĂĚĚŝƚŝŽŶ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ĂďŽǀĞ͕ ƐĞǀĞƌĂů ůŽĐĂů ŐƌŽƵƉƐͬŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƚŝŽŶƐ ŚŽůĚ ƌĞŐƵůĂƌ ŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƐ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ^ĂǁƉŝƚƐ ĞŶƚƌĞ͖
Towcester Evening W.I., Towcester & District Art Society, The Alzheimer’s Society, Towcester Choral Society,
dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌhϯĂŶĚŵŽƌĞ͘^ĞĞƚŚĞ^ĂǁƉŝƚƐĞŶƚƌĞŶŽƚŝĐĞďŽĂƌĚĨŽƌĂůůǁĞĞŬůǇĂĐƚŝǀŝƚŝĞƐ͘
&ŽƌĨƵƌƚŚĞƌŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ͕ƉůĞĂƐĞĐŽŶƚĂĐƚƚŚĞdŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝůKĨĨŝĐĞƐŽŶϬϭϯϮϳϯϱϬϵϵϱ
or visit the Town Council’s website ǁǁǁ͘ƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌͲƚĐ͘ŐŽǀ͘ƵŬ

dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌdŽǁŶƌŝĞƌĞĂĚůŝŶĞƐ
ĚǀĞƌƚŝƐŝŶŐ
ĚĞĂĚůŝŶĞ
DĂƌĐŚ
ϮϰƚŚ:ĂŶƵĂƌǇ
DĂǇ
ϮϰƚŚDĂƌĐŚ
:ƵůǇ
ϮϰƚŚDĂǇ
KĐƚŽďĞƌ
ϮϰƚŚƵŐƵƐƚ
ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ ϮϰƚŚKĐƚŽďĞƌ
/ƐƐƵĞ

ĚŝƚŽƌŝĂů
ĞĂĚůŝŶĞ
ϯϭƐƚ:ĂŶƵĂƌǇ
ϯϭƐƚDĂƌĐŚ
ϯϭƐƚDĂǇ
ϯϭƐƚƵŐƵƐƚ
ϯϭƐƚKĐƚŽďĞƌ

dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ dŽǁŶ ƌŝĞƌ ŝƐ ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚ ďǇ dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ dŽǁŶ ŽƵŶĐŝů ĂŶĚ ŝƐ ŽƉĞŶ ƚŽ
ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚŝŽŶƐĨƌŽŵĂůů ŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƚŝŽŶƐĂŶĚŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂůƐŝŶƚŚĞƚŽǁŶ͘tĞŽƉĞƌĂƚĞĂƐƚƌŝĐƚ
ĚĞĂĚůŝŶĞĨŽƌĂĚǀĞƌƚŝƐŝŶŐͬĐŽƉǇĂŶĚŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐǁŝůůŶŽƚďĞĂĐĐĞƉƚĞĚĂĨƚĞƌƚŚĞƐĞĚĂƚĞƐ͘ŽƉǇ
ƐŚŽƵůĚďĞƐĞŶƚƚŽůŝǌĂďĞƚŚŽǆͬůŝǌĂďĞƚŚƵĐŬůŽǁͲ,ŽůƚĂƚƚŚĞdŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝůKĨĨŝĐĞ;ƚĞů͗
ϬϭϯϮϳ ϯϱϬϵϵϱ͖ ĞŵĂŝů͗ ƚŽǁŶĐŽƵŶĐŝůΛƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌͲƚĐ͘ŐŽǀ͘ƵŬͿ͘ &Žƌ ĂĚǀĞƌƚŝƐŝŶŐ͕ ƉůĞĂƐĞ
ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ :ŝŵ >ǇŶĐŚ ;ƚĞů͗ ϬϭϯϮϳ ϯϱϬϴϵϵͿ͘  ƌƚŝĐůĞƐ ĂƉƉĞĂƌŝŶŐ ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶ ƚŚĞ ǀŝĞǁƐ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ
ƉĞƌƐŽŶƐƵďŵŝƚƚŝŶŐƚŚĞŝƚĞŵĂŶĚĂƌĞŶŽƚŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌŝůǇƚŚĞǀŝĞǁƐŽĨƚŚĞdŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝů͘dŚĞ
Town Council’s webƐŝƚĞŝƐǁǁǁ͘ƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌͲƚĐ͘ŐŽǀ͘ƵŬ͘
WƌŝŶƚĞĚďǇZϭWƌŝŶƚΘĞƐŝŐŶ͕^ŝůǀĞƌƐƚŽŶĞ͘
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Towcester Evening WI
Climate Coalition’s #ShowTheLove Green Heart Hero Awards 2019
On Valentine’s Day, Towcester Evening WI members were thinking of Green Hearts rather than red ones, as
they promoted the #ShowTheLove Climate Coalition Campaign, on top of Bury Mount in Towcester. They
created a large heart made of stones, painted with the campaign symbol of green hearts and asked local
photographer, Ben Bucklow, to use his drone to take photos and create a video for them.

The WI supports the Climate Coalition because we all have a part to play in saving our environment and at a
local level, we get involved for many reasons: to show we care; to be part of something in the WI community
and within the Towcester community.
That was recognised by the attendance at the event of the SNC Chairman; the Towcester Town Mayor and
Mayoress, representatives from the Northamptonshire Federation of WIs, as well as friends and supporters
of Towcester Evening WI.
There was also a display in Towcester Library to show individuals how they could make different choices in
their lives to reduce their carbon footprint such as: washing clothes at a low temperature. This not only helps
to reduce microplastic fibre release, but also helps to reduce CO2 emissions. The green hearts which
members wore and were liberally scattered throughout the display and around the town are a reminder to
“Show The Love” for the places, people and life we want to protect from climate change.
The Towcester Green Heart was nominated for a Green Heart Hero Award from the Climate Coalition
and Sue Hamilton and Karen Tonks, leaders of the WI project, were thrilled when Towcester Evening
WI won the Best Green Heart Award at the Award Ceremony hosted by Clive Anderson at the House
of Commons in March.
On behalf of Towcester Evening WI, Sue Hamilton and Karen Tonks would like to give special thanks to
English Heritage, SNC, Ben Bucklow and Towcester Library for their support enabling Towcester Evening WI
to:

For further information on climate change:
theclimatecoalition.org/show-the-love

Check out our WI on Facebook:
facebook.com/TowcesterEveningWI1971
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TOWCESTER
TIDY
UP RESULTS
TOWCESTER TIDY
UP RESULTS

This Spring’s Rotary Tidy Up sessions differed from previous events. The two Sunday sessions were cancelled because they clashed
with Mothering Sunday, but we had a separate session on Friday afternoon with 20 pupils and two teachers from Nicholas Hawksmoor
Primary School. Together with several “more mature” volunteers, we cleaned up between the school and the Leisure Centre. We
picked up 3 black sacks of general rubbish, 1.5 sacks of plastic material, 1 sack of metal cans and 1 sack of glass bottles and (lots
of) broken glass.
This was the first time we had incorporated a separate session with one of Towcester’s Schools. It went really well and hopefully it
can be the start of a regular relationship. The children seemed to enjoy it and their enthusiasm was great. I would like to thank Ms
Curtis, Head Teacher, for setting this up and participating in the clean-up session herself.
Also, I would like to particularly thank 1st Towcester Scouts (including Cubs and Beavers) who, together with Parents and Leaders
and other family members, numbered 30 in total over the two Saturday sessions. All of them, plus our “regulars” made it a very
successful Tidy Up.
The bare statistics of the work undertaken over the 3 sessions are as follows:
•
•
•
•
•

79 volunteers
3 sacks of glass
8 sacks of recyclable cans
8.5 sacks of plastics
20 general rubbish sacks

Plus, there were lots of other items, including a large tent with poles and pegs, a bike frame, a large broken mirror, a football and a
golf driver.
Obviously by removing two of our regular sessions the numbers of material collected are down when compared with previous Tidy
Up sessions, but nevertheless it was a great effort.
The arrangement with SNC was to collect all the general rubbish and assorted items on Monday morning, which they did, as well as
all the sacks of recyclable material.
We can never pick up every piece of litter across the whole Town, but all the joint efforts made a big difference to large parts of
Towcester.
The places we cleared are where people walk regularly. Every time we perform a Tidy Up session I naively hope, that if some of those
people see how much cleaner the place is, it might make them put their litter in a bin or take it home rather than dropping it on the
ground. I can but hope!
The next Towcester Tidy Up weekend will be in September: more details to follow. It would be great to get even more volunteers so
we can clear even more public spaces in Towcester, but hopefully the message will get through so that we don’t have to clear quite
so much next time.
If you are interested in helping Towcester Rotary Club’s Towcester Tidy Up in future, then please contact me on dreedsfm@sky.com
Rotarian David Reed
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The Tove Valley Centre – thank you for your support

A welcoming home serving the community, expressing God’s love for everyone

We would like to thank everyone, who took part in our consultation with families and individuals in 2018, or more recently,
representatives from community groups, that have expressed an interest in hiring the Tove Valley Centre and who were invited to
attend face to face meetings with our architect.
Your input has helped us to modify our plans for the Tove Valley Centre, to ensure that as far as possible, the building will meet the
needs of the community as well as Tove Valley Baptist Fellowship. The revised plans are subject to planning permission by South
Northants Council. It is our intention that construction will commence in 2019.
The Tove Valley Centre will be the home of Tove Valley Baptist Fellowship as well as a community facility, available for use by
individuals, families, groups and organisations from Towcester and surrounding villages. It is to be built on Northampton Road,
Towcester, between the Shires development and the new Council car park.
We also really appreciate the support of everyone who has attended our fundraising events over the last number of years. Our next
event is a Quiz Evening with quizmaster, Hilary Aslett on Friday 7 th June at 7pm at The Saracens Head in Towcester. Tickets are £10
and include a chip butty and dessert, available from Colemans Stationers in Towcester. We look forward to seeing you there.

dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌtŝůĚůŝĨĞdƌƵƐƚ>ŽĐĂů'ƌŽƵƉ 
^ƵŵŵĞƌDĞĞƚŝŶŐͬǀĞŶƚƐWƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞ

ůůŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƐǁŝůůďĞĂƚdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌDŝůů;ƵŶůĞƐƐƐƚĂƚĞĚŽƚŚĞƌǁŝƐĞͿƐƚĂƌƚŝŶŐĂƚϳ͘ϬϬƉŵ͘
Donations of £2 will be gratefully received. Under 16’s are free.

DŽŶĚĂǇ͕ϮϬƚŚDĂǇ͗DŽƚŚƐĂŶĚŽƚŚĞƌĐƌĞĂƚƵƌĞƐĨŽƵŶĚĂƚ&ĂƌƚŚŝŶŐŚŽĞEĂƚƵƌĞZĞƐĞƌǀĞ

dŝŵWƌŝĚŵŽƌĞ͕ǁŚŽŝƐƚŚĞǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌZĞƐĞƌǀĞtĂƌĚĞŶĂƚ&ĂƌƚŚŝŶŐŚŽĞ͕ǁŝůůƚĂůŬĂďŽƵƚǁŚĂƚĐĂŶďĞĨŽƵŶĚĂƚƚŚĞƐŝƚĞ͕ǁŝƚŚĂĨŽĐƵƐŽŶŵŽƚŚƐ͘

:ƵŶĞǆĐƵƌƐŝŽŶ;ĚĂƚĞƚŽďĞĐŽŶĨŝƌŵĞĚͿ

ƚƌŝƉƚŽƚŚĞ&ĂƌƚŚŝŶŐŚŽĞEĂƚƵƌĞZĞƐĞƌǀĞ͕ůĞĚďǇdŝŵWƌŝĚŵŽƌĞƚŚĞsŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌZĞƐĞƌǀĞtĂƌĚĞŶ

:ƵůǇǆĐƵƌƐŝŽŶ;ĚĂƚĞƚŽďĞĐŽŶĨŝƌŵĞĚͿ

dŚĞtdEĂƚƵƌĞZĞƐĞƌǀĞŶĞǆƚƚŽWŝƚƐĨŽƌĚZĞƐĞƌǀŽŝƌŚĂƐďĞĞŶƵƉĚĂƚĞĚƐŽǁĞǁŝůůǀŝƐŝƚƚŚĞƌĞƚŽŚĂǀĞĂŶƵƉĚĂƚĞĨƌŽŵŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞtĂƌĚĞŶƐ͘

tĂƚĞƌŵĞĂĚŽǁƐDĂŶĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ'ƌŽƵƉ

dŚĞƌĞŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶŶŽŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƐƐŝŶĐĞƚŚĞEŽǀĞŵďĞƌŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƵƉĚĂƚĞ͘dŚĞĞŵƉŚĂƐŝƐ͕;ǁŚŝůĞǁĂŝƚŝŶŐĨŽƌŶĞǁƐŽŶƚŚĞǀĂƌŝŽƵƐ'ƌĂŶƚƉƉůŝĐĂƚŝŽŶƐͿ͕
ŚĂƐďĞĞŶŽŶƚŚĞŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐƚŝŽŶŽĨǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƌŝǀĞƌǁĂƌĚĞŶƐ͘

EĞǁƋƵŝƉŵĞŶƚĨŽƌǇŽƵƚŚŐƌŽƵƉƐ

tĞŚĂǀĞƉŽŶĚĚŝƉƉŝŶŐĂŶĚďƵŐƐǁĞĞƉŝŶŐĞƋƵŝƉŵĞŶƚĂŶĚůŽƚƐŽĨ/ĐŚĂƌƚƐĨŽƌ^ĐŚŽŽůƐĂŶĚǇŽƵƚŚŐƌŽƵƉƐƚŽƵƐĞ͘dŚĞĞƋƵŝƉŵĞŶƚŝƐĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞĨŽƌ
ƵƐĞŶŽǁĂŶĚĚŽŶĂƚŝŽŶƐďǇƉĂƌƚŝĐŝƉĂƚŝŶŐŐƌŽƵƉƐǁŝůůďĞǁĞůĐŽŵĞĚ͕ƚŽĐŽǀĞƌŐĞŶĞƌĂůǁĞĂƌĂŶĚƚĞĂƌ͘
/ĨǇŽƵĂƌĞŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚĞĚŝŶĨŝŶĚŝŶŐŽƵƚŵŽƌĞƚŚĞŶŐĞƚŝŶƚŽƵĐŚǁŝƚŚĂǀŝĚZĞĞĚŽŶϬϭϯϮϳϯϱϮϰϭϰŽƌĚƌĞĞĚƐĨŵΛƐŬǇ͘ĐŽŵ
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Churches Together in Towcester


Hello!
The Education Policy Institute stated last year, that referrals to children’s mental health services in England had risen by 26 per cent in the
past 5 years, despite a 3 per cent decline in the younger population. The response from the Association of Schools and College leaders is
that schools and teachers are ‘frequently supporting and caring for young people in severe distress’.
The Renew Wellbeing Café 169, which is run by the Churches Together, on the High Street has been open for four months and has welcomed
197 people through its doors. Many of those people come regularly and others dip in and out. What we do know is that people appreciate the
support the café offers through chatting, coffee, cake, the offer of prayer, an activity to get involved in, and a space to just be.

We, like the Educational Policy Institute, have come to see, that young people are under increasing pressures from exams and social media.
We felt it was right to offer a drop-in session for years 9-11, particularly for those that are going through their GCSE years, which can be a
stressful time. What we offer is this – a place where you can be you, an activity to get stuck into and a place to talk if you want to offload.
It is open for this purpose on a Thursday, 3.30-5pm in term-time and we may offer some holiday revision sessions as well.
We also run a youth club at the Wellbeing Café on a Friday night in term-time, for any children and young people in year 3 and upwards. We
have use of the café and rooms above the café and offer table tennis, darts, pool and snooker, as well as the chance to hang out downstairs
with a drink and snack to play games or relax. There’s a charge of £3.75 per week, to cover costs and an option for 50p tuck. Anyone is most
welcome to come along and try the first week for free.
If you’d like to volunteer at the café it would mean, we could be open more hours in the week. You’d need to have a DBS check and some
safeguarding training. The same would be true if you would also like to find out more information, maybe even consider being a Trustee. If
you’re interested, then please do email tvbfcommunity@hotmail.com to meet up for an initial chat.
Reverend Paul Knight
Tove Valley Baptist Church
on behalf of Churches Together in Towcester.
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Towcester Heartbeats
Affiliated to the British Heart Foundation

Towcester Heartbeats is your local heart support group. Our friendly and
informal group is open to anyone living in the Towcester area who has a
heart condition, their family members or carers, and for parents of children
with a heart condition.
We meet on the 3 r d Thursday of the month* at 7pm - 8:30pm at The
Forum (Library), Moat Lane, Towcester NN12 6AD
There are about 2.6 million people in the UK living with Coronary Heart Disease (CHD). Every
single one of us has a heart which means every one of us is at potential risk.
Understanding heart conditions isn’t an easy task – there are lots of different types and knowing
how the heart works is more helpful when trying to learn about these conditions. But looking at
the facts will benefit yourself and the people you love in the long run.
Managing your diet, keeping fit, and watching your blood pressure are just a few important factors.
The British Heart Foundation’s webpage www.bf.org.uk has information about heart diseases and
how you can beat them.

Spring Programme
•
•

16th May
*30th June

BHF ‘Healthy Heart’ recipes/taster evening
Sunday canal boat trip including a pub lunch

All are welcome. £2 per guests/members (1st ‘member’ meeting free), raffle & refreshments.
We also have a friendly Facebook group for online support :
https://www.facebook.com/groups/116822265801322/
For all enquiries, please contact Annie on 07554150870 or mrschimchim57@gmail.com

tΘ,WĞĂĐŽĐŬͬd^
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Towcester Studio Band

Calling all Brass players in South Northants region!
New openings for Tuba & Cornet players now available!
Practice nights: Mon & Wed 8-10pm
If you are new to the area and interested in joining a Friendly, Progressive Band
with a good social vibe please contact one of the following for more information:
Dan Smith, Bandmaster: 07733 258186
Gail Devlin-Jones, Secretary: 07895 077142
Chris Stevens, Chairman: 01327 351403
Email: towcesterstudioband@gmail.com

www.towcesterstudioband.co.uk
Bandroom address: Bransons Lane, Towcester, NN12 6AX

This lovely Spring photograph taken near
Stoke Park Pavillions was sent in by local resident
Peter Kelly
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Great British Bake Off Star at Towcester Food Festival

Lovable Great British
Bake Off star, Val Stones,
will grace the chef demo
stage at Towcester Food
Festival in June.
Val won the hearts of the nation on the show with her ready smile and Yorkshire charm, along with
her habit for dancing round the tent while baking.
The former headteacher will be joined on the chef demo stage by Phil Fanning, the award-winning
chef patron at Paris House in Woburn, one of the most fabled fine-dining restaurants in the country.
Val has just launched her first cookbook, which is entitled The Cake Whisperer! It is so-called as
Val professes to be able to hear if her cakes are cooked.
She said: “I press my ear close to the cake and listen. It might seem odd, but by listening to it I can
tell what’s going on inside and when it’s perfect.”
Val will reveal her trick of Cake Whispering and share secrets from the Bake Off tent during twicedaily demos.
Also new for 2019 is a series of cheese pairing classes led by cheese writer Shane Holland.
Participants will be able to enjoy matches with a mix of wine, beer, cider and even spirits.

Towcester Food Festival returns to Towcester Racecourse

Saturday & Sunday, 8th & 9th June. Opening at 10am on each day. FREE Parking.
The show is a highlight of the local culinary calendar and promises all the usual trimmings, including
foodie talks, wine and gin tastings, live music and a free kids circus.
There will be nearly 100 stalls selling artisan food and drink, many local to Northamptonshire, and a
street food market.

Tickets on sale now
www.towcesterfoodfestival.co.uk

Towcester Food Festival is supported by South Northamptonshire Council
as part of the council’s drive to support tourism and the local economy.
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