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The sun came out just in time to wow the crowds at the

Annual Towcester Midsummer Music Festival
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Towcester Church of England Primary School
Celebrates 10th Birthday
It is hard to believe that in 2008 I joined the Towcester community as the newly
appointed Deputy Head Teacher of Towcester C of E Primary School. At that time,
Towcester Infant School and St Lawrence Junior School had been amalgamated to
become one primary school. The aim was to ensure a smooth transition and improved
consistency between the two key stages.
School numbers were quite low and there were single year groups, moving to mixed
age classes in places. In my first post as a DHT it was a big challenge arriving at a
school where there were two distinct and individual schools coming together. The
geography of a split site was initially a big barrier. There were many ups and downs, but
great effort was put in by the staff team and Governors to make one team and a unified
school. However, the identity of the school was blurred. We knew it would take time,
and with a stable core staff, we made all the necessary steps to ensure consistency,
progression and smooth transition in the first 18 months.

Photograph by Jonathan Green

In 2011, Richard Camp arrived with a very strong and clear vision of what he thought
our school, children and school community needed. He executed this with charm and
fun that meant everyone bought into it. Our school became recognised in the
community. We were a school that would be getting mentioned for doing slightly unusual
things and being involved and taking children on trips to places as far as Germany and
Spain. In 2017, Mr Camp retired, and I had the amazing opportunity to become the Head
Teacher of the school that I had already been on a journey with; the school that I loved
working in; the school based in a community that I felt, very much, a part of. I have seen
pupils grow from babies right through to children in Year 6.

With the support of the staff, governors, parents and children, I am now approaching the end of my second year as Head. We continue
to grow, and we have continued the vision that we want all our children to flourish, in a learning environment that offers opportunity
and enables them to develop and fly as individuals.
The school has devised a vision statement that depicts what we strive for - for all pupils: “We will send the children out, as Noah did
the dove (Genesis 8:8-12), having nurtured and prepared them for life. Knowing that they are valued, they can fly and take the values
of the school out into the world.”
’If we live by the spirit, let us also walk in the spirit.’ (Galatians 5:25)
This stems from the logo of our dove designed ten years ago by a pupil and captures our aim to ensure all pupils leave our school
with the ability to role model good values and aspire to develop as individuals. As we launch our vision statement in the required
format for the Diocese, we are combining this with the tenth birthday of the school. Our celebration took place on 14th June 2019
despite the weather!
Please can I take this opportunity to thank everyone in the community who has supported the school over the past ten years and
assure you that your help and contributions are truly valued to make our school the best it can be for all of our children.
Jo Griffin
Headteacher
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Towcester Town Football Club

Under 15 Vixens Girls Team win in Plate Finals - 18 months of hard
work and dedication paid off on Tuesday 26th March, winning our
first cup final! From the first whistle we defended with great
determination and attacked with purpose. With very few chances
created, our goalkeeper was called into action first, tipping an effort
onto the crossbar which set the tone for us to roll up our sleeves and
take the game to our opponents. After a goal-less first half, it was
pretty much an even contest with some no-nonsense defending from
Vixens.

the day was enjoyed, and we are stronger for the experience. I would
like to thank all my players and other coaches for a great season. A
special thanks must go to all the parents, as none of this would be
possible without their continued commitment. Being taxi driver to all
training sessions and games does not go unnoticed.
Towcester Town u13 Foxes claimed the MKDDL Plate with a dramatic
extra-time win against Bedford Park Rangers. Despite applying most
of the pressure and leading for much of the game, the score was 3-3
at the end of normal time. This meant the game went to extra time
and, despite some tired legs, the boys worked hard and pushed on to
score two more goals, with Tom Lovell claiming his hat-trick in a 5-4
victory.
Manager, Gary Viccars, said: "The boys displayed fantastic
teamwork and determination and remained humble after their
win. They are a real credit to Towcester Town Football Club."

Our first purposeful attack came early in the second half, Freya Brown
broke the deadlock, slotting home the first goal, which sent our
supporters into a frenzy! As full time approached, Nicole Adams won
our second goal, showing composure to slot home high and wide of
the advancing goalkeeper, lifting the roof off the grandstand and
calming the tension on the field of play as the final whistle beckoned.
After the game, our celebrations started with an electric, party like
atmosphere.

Towcester Town U14s – NDYAL League C winners 2018/19 It’s been
a wonderful achievement by our U14s to win the league this season,
mainly because we struggled with so many injuries, which meant we
very rarely had the luxury of calling on subs to give the guys a rest
during matches. It’s very hard to play week in, week out with no rest
and maintain a standard high enough to win matches, but that’s just
what they did. The stats at the end of the season read, played 18, Won
13, Drawn 4, Lost 1, but that only tells half the story, for example, the
single loss came when we only had 8 players available. Try playing
11v8 on a big, heavy football pitch in the freezing, driving rain! I’m
very proud of the team and the hard work, resilience and
commitment shown. Onwards and upwards to next season!!

Ed Forder, coach, said ‘’In my personal opinion, I have never
experienced such emotion, which I couldn’t express fully on the
night in question with consideration to my colleague’s feelings!
Long may this continue!’’

Many thanks to Ampthill Town FC for making us so welcome and their
kind words and hospitality. Towcester Town FC are so very proud of
the girls and very thankful to our extremely supportive parents who
play a major part in this team.
On Saturday May 18th Towcester Town Tigers U9s travelled up to
Rugby Town FC to compete in the NDYAL cup trophy final.

And to finish off a successful season, our Walking Football team won
a trophy too.On Bank Holiday Monday we entered two teams into
the Harborough Town FC walking football tournament; an over 50’s
team and an over 60’s team. The over 50’s won the plate competition.
Well done to them.

After another hugely successful season this was a fantastic
achievement by all players and coaching staff to reach the final. The
team was cheered on throughout by a substantial following that
made the journey up the A5. Unfortunately, we could not repay the
support, as the result we were all looking for was not achieved but
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A
from
the Mayor
Aword
word
from
the Mayor
Back in 2011, whilst campaigning to ‘Save our local Lollipop Lady’, I happened to bump into Cllr.
Martin Johns, outside, the then Dolphin Café. He asked me, “Have you got time for a coffee?”, of
course, I said yes. Whilst chatting, Martin asked me if I had I ever considered becoming a
councillor. It had never crossed my mind.
His powers of persuasion convinced me I could do it, so I agreed to give it a whirl. The rest, as
they say, is history. Back then I never would have thought, that 8 years later, I would be Mayor of
Towcester.
However, I’m not the first member of my family to hold the title of Mayor, as I had a great uncle
who was the Mayor of Enfield. I believe he probably had a better chain of office but, unlike him, I
am very glad that I do not have to wear a red costume and tri-corn hat.
As we look ahead to the coming twelve months, Towcester still looks for confirmation of (dare I
say it) a start to building the town’s relief road. This road is much needed to take heavy traffic out
of our town centre. But, it will only do so if the A5 through Towcester is de-trunked, and I will be
working hard with fellow councillors to achieve this.
As we know, it is expected that South Northants Council will be abolished, and a new unitary council formed. This will include South
Northants, Daventry and Northampton. As a Town Council, we are in discussions with SNC, to consider Towcester Town Council
taking on responsibility for assets such as the Watermeadows, Bury Mount, the Town Hall and car parks, which we strive to keep free
of charge.
As most of you will know, supported by our local councils, I have been working towards better sports facilities for the town and in
particular, more football pitches. I’m hoping for good news on this during my time as Mayor.
Towcester is very fortunate to have a wide range of active voluntary organisations, with many local people involved in volunteering. I
will do my best to support our voluntary organisations, particularly community events, just as I have done in the past. I intend to
continue Peter Conquest’s work to make Towcester a ‘dementia friendly’ town and specifically in supporting the Alzheimer’s Society.
The Mayors Charities for the coming year:




Friends of Nicholas Hawksmoor School
Friends of Towcester Primary School
Towcester Town Football Club

I hope you will support me in attending some of our fundraising events over the year.
Cllr. Lisa Samiotis, Towcester Town Mayor
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宧宸室宯宯宬宱宪孯季室宱宧季宬宷季宵宨宰室宬宱家季宲宸宵季家宫室宵宨宧季宬宱宷宨宱宷宬宲宱季宷宫室宷季宷宫宨季宄學季室宯宲宱宪季定室宷宯宬宱宪季宖宷宵宨宨宷季家宫宲宸宯宧季宨容宨宱宷宸室宯宯宼季宥宨季宧宨孰宷宵宸宱宮宨宧季宺宬宷宫季
宺宨宬宪宫宷季 宵宨家宷宵宬宦宷宬宲宱家季 宬宰害宲家宨宧孱季 宋宲宺宨容宨宵孯季 宷宫宨季 宷宲害季 害宵宬宲宵宬宷宼季 宫室家季 宷宲季 宵宨宰室宬宱季 宪宨宷宷宬宱宪季 室季 宵宲室宧季 宥宸宬宯宷季 家宲季 宷宫室宷季 宷宵室宩宩宬宦季 宫室家季 室宱季
室宯宷宨宵宱室宷宬容宨季宷宲季宷宫宨季宦宸宵宵宨宱宷季宵宲宸宷宨季宷宫宵宲宸宪宫季宷宫宨季宦宨宱宷宵宨季宲宩季宷宲宺宱孾季室家季完季宰室宧宨季宦宯宨室宵季室宷季宷宫宨季宰宨宨宷宬宱宪孯季宬宩季宺宨季宺宨宵宨季宷宲季宯宲宲宮季宷宲季
宵宨宧宨家宬宪宱季宷宫宨季宵宲室宧季宲宵季宵宨宲害宨宱季宷宫宨季宲宵宬宪宬宱室宯季害宯室宱宱宬宱宪季室宪宵宨宨宰宨宱宷孯季宺宨季宦宲宸宯宧季家宨宷季宷宫宨季宧宨宯宬容宨宵宼季宲宩季宷宫宨季宵宲室宧季宥室宦宮季宥宼季室宱宲宷宫宨宵季
孴孳孰孴學季宼宨室宵家孱季
完季宺宬宯宯季宥宨季宫宲宯宧宬宱宪季宩宸宵宷宫宨宵季害宸宥宯宬宦季宰宨宨宷宬宱宪家季宲宱季宷宫宬家季宬宱季宷宫宨季宦宲宰宬宱宪季宰宲宱宷宫家孯季室宱宧季完季宦宲宱宷宬宱宸宨季宷宲季宫宲宯宧季宰宲宱宷宫宯宼季宰宨宨宷宬宱宪家季
宺宬宷宫季宓宨宵家宬宰宰宲宱季室宱宧季宷宫宨季宆宲宸宱宷宼季宆宲宸宱宦宬宯季宷宲季宮宨宨害季宷宫宨宰季宷宲季task on the road’s early delivery. As ever, if anyone has a
家害宨宦宬宩宬宦季 宴宸宨家宷宬宲宱季 室宥宲宸宷季 宷宫宨季 宗宲宺宦宨家宷宨宵季 宕宨宯宬宨宩季 宕宲室宧孯季 宷宫宨宱季 害宯宨室家宨季 宧宲季 宪宨宷季 宬宱季 宷宲宸宦宫季 宺宬宷宫季 宰宨季 容宬室季
室宱宧宵宨室孱宯宨室宧家宲宰孱宰害它害室宵宯宬室宰宨宱宷孱宸宮季季
宕宷季宋宲宱孱季宄宱宧宵宨室季宏宨室宧家宲宰季宐宓季
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<ŝĚƐůŝŶŐŽůŝƚƚůĞůŝŶŐƵŝƐƚƐƌĂŝƐĞŽǀĞƌάϭϯϬϬ
ĂƐƉĂƌƚŽĨŶĂƚŝŽŶĂůĨƵŶĚƌĂŝƐŝŶŐĐĂŵƉĂŝŐŶĨŽƌĂƵƚŝƐŵ
ĂƐƉĂƌƚŽĨŶĂƚŝŽŶĂůĨƵŶĚƌĂŝƐŝŶŐĐĂŵƉĂŝŐŶĨŽƌĂƵƚŝƐŵ

ŐƌŽƵƉŽĨĞŶƚŚƵƐŝĂƐƚŝĐĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶĂŐĞĚϬͲϭϭǇĞĂƌƐĨƌŽŵ^ŽƵƚŚ
EŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶƐŚŝƌĞƚŽŽŬƉĂƌƚŝŶĂƐƉŽŶƐŽƌĞĚ“SingͲĂůŽŶŐͲŝŶͲ
French” ŚĂůůĞŶŐĞŝŶDĂǇĂƐƉĂƌƚŽĨĂŶĂƚŝŽŶĂůĐĂŵƉĂŝŐŶƚŽ
ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĨŽƌĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶǁŝƚŚĂƵƚŝƐŵ͘
dŚĞ ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞ ƚŽŽŬ ƉůĂĐĞ ĂƐ ƉĂƌƚ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ƌĞŐƵůĂƌ <ŝĚƐůŝŶŐŽ
&ƌĞŶĐŚƚĂƐƚŝĐĐůĂƐƐĞƐĂƚdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌĂŶĚ,ƵŶƐďƵƌǇ>ŝďƌĂƌŝĞƐ͕
dŝŐĞƌƐ/ŶĚŽŽƌWůĂǇ͕dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌŚŝůĚŵŝŶĚŝŶŐ'ƌŽƵƉĂŶĚ:ŽŚŶ
,ĞůůŝŶƐWƌŝŵĂƌǇ^ĐŚŽŽů͘dŚĞĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶůĞĂƌŶƚĂďĞƐƉŽŬĞĨůǇŝŶŐͲ
themed song called “RegardeͲmoi, Je vole!” with Makaton
signing as part of the national Children’s Activities WeĞŬ
“Watch Me Fly” campaign. They dressed up as superͲ
ŚĞƌŽĞƐ͕ ƉŝůŽƚƐ͕ ďƵƚƚĞƌĨůŝĞƐ͕ ĨĂŝƌŝĞƐ ĂŶĚ ůĂĚǇďŝƌĚƐ ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞ
ĞǀĞŶƚ ǁŚŝĐŚ ƌĂŝƐĞĚ ĂǁĂƌĞŶĞƐƐ ĂŶĚ ŵŽŶĞǇ ƚŽ ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ
ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĨŽƌĂƵƚŝƐƚŝĐĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶƚŚƌŽƵŐŚƚŚĞĐŚĂƌŝƚǇ͕ĂƵĚǁĞůů
ŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͘
dŚĞŵŽŶĞǇƌĂŝƐĞĚĨƌŽŵƚŚĞƐƉŽŶƐŽƌĞĚĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞǁŝůůĨƵŶĚ
ĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚƐ ĂŶĚ ƉƌĂĐƚŝĐĂů ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ ĨŽƌ ĂƵƚŝƐƚŝĐ ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ Ăƚ
the new Caudwell International Children’s Centre, the UK’s
ĨŝƌƐƚŝŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶƚƉƵƌƉŽƐĞͲďƵŝůƚĐĞŶƚƌĞĚĞĚŝĐĂƚĞĚƚŽĂƵƚŝƐŵ͘
ĐƚŝǀŝƚǇ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͕&ƌĂŶ&ůĞŵŝŶŐĨƌŽŵdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͕ƐĂŝĚ͗
“We are proud to have been a part of Children’s Activities Week and all of the children have had lots of fun
ƉƌĂĐƚŝƐŝŶŐĨŽƌŽƵƌĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞĂŶĚ/ĂŵĂŵĂǌĞĚďǇŚŽǁŵƵĐŚŵŽŶĞǇƚŚĞǇŚĂǀĞƌĂŝƐĞĚ͊ƚ <ŝĚƐůŝŶŐŽǁĞĂƌĞ
ƉĂƐƐŝŽŶĂƚĞĂďŽƵƚŐŝǀŝŶŐĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶthe best start in life and by taking part in Children’s Activities Week we are
taking that beyond our classes and helping other children as well.”

Fran is also pleased to announce that she has recently been nominated as
“Most Loved Activity Leader/Business Manager in the East of England”
in the prestigious What’s On 4 Kids Awards 2019.
To vote for her please visit: wwww.whatson4kids.co.uk/awards/vote



ŶǇŽŶĞǁŝƐŚŝŶŐƚŽĨŝŶĚŽƵƚŵŽƌĞĂďŽƵƚ<ŝĚƐůŝŶŐŽ&ƌĞŶĐŚƚĂƐƚŝĐĐůĂƐƐĞƐĂŶĚĐůƵďƐĐĂŶĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ&ƌĂŶ&ůĞŵŝŶŐďǇĐĂůůŝŶŐ
ϬϳϳϴϳϮϮϲϰϬϲŽƌĞŵĂŝůŝŶŐĨƌĂŶ͘ĨůĞŵŝŶŐΛŬŝĚƐůŝŶŐŽ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ
&Žƌ ŵŽƌĞ ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ ĂďŽƵƚ ƚŚĞ ŶĂƚŝŽŶĂů Children’s Activities Week or Caudwell Children visit:
ǁǁǁ͘ĐĂƵĚǁĞůůĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͘ĐŽŵͬĐĂǁϮϬϭϵ͘
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Towcester Produce
Show



















The 2019 Towcester Produce Show will be held on Bank
Holiday Monday 26thAugust, once again at the Town Hall.
Open to all residents of the NN7 & NN12 postcode areas.
No need to pre-book.
Doors open to entrants between 9.00am and 11.00am to
allow time to arrange their exhibits and will be reopened at
1.30pm once judging has been completed.
Presentations to the lucky winners by the Mayor will be
made at 3.30pm.
Fruit, flowers, vegetables, handicrafts, home produce and
childrens classes, raffles and competitions.
Only £5 per family or £3 per individual, which includes
entry to all classes.
Free entry to the public for viewing from 1.30pm.
Cakes, cookies and refreshments available on the day.
For further information please visit our website where you
will find a full list of categories, helpful hints, tips and entry
forms.
http://towcestershow.org.uk



Entry forms also available from the Town Hall or on the
day.
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News from the Town Council…
The Town Council recently had the pleasure of welcoming two new Councillors; Cllr Ashley Baker and Cllr Innes
Macaulay, who attended their first meeting of the Full
Council in June. It is certain that both will make an
extremely positive contribution towards the work of the
Council and its plans for the town going forward.
Sadly, just as this issue was about to go to press, the Town
Council received the resignation of former Town Mayor,
Cllr Sharon McMurray. Sharon has been a very active
member of the Town Council and broke all records with
fundraising for her Town Mayor’s Charities in 2017-18. As
a person well-known in the town for running Towcester Tea
Rooms and for her dance teaching, I’m sure you will want
to join the Town Council in wishing Sharon well in all her
future ventures.

Sharon’s 2017 skydive for her Town Mayor’s Charities

As the school summer holidays are fast approaching, the Town Council must unfortunately brace itself for the
associated spike in vandalism across the town. There has been a significant rise in graffiti recently and photographs
have been submitted to the local police in an effort to identify, with the schools, the common ‘tags’ which have
appeared. The Town Council prioritises the removal of offensive graffiti and would ask residents to report this so it
can addressed as quickly as possible.
On a brighter note, the Town Council is investigating the potential of a number of schemes which it hopes will have
a positive impact for residents of Towcester. More on this in the next issue of the Town Crier.

ĞƐƚ<ĞƉƚ'ĂƌĚĞŶŽŵƉĞƚŝƚŝŽŶϮϬϭϵ


ŶƚƌŝĞƐ ĂƌĞ ŝŶǀŝƚĞĚ ĨƌŽŵ ŐƌĞĞŶ ĨŝŶŐĞƌĞĚ ƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐ ŽĨ Towcester for the ‘ĞƐƚ <ĞƉƚ
Garden Competition 2019’. dŚĞƌĞĂƌĞƐŽŵĂŶǇďĞĂƵƚŝĨƵůůǇŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶĞĚƉƌŝǀĂƚĞŐĂƌĚĞŶƐ
ŝŶƚŚĞƚŽǁŶĂŶĚƚĂŬŝŶŐƉĂƌƚŝƐǀĞƌǇƐŝŵƉůĞ͘ŶƚƌŝĞƐǁŝůůďĞũƵĚŐĞĚďǇƚŚĞdŽǁŶDĂǇŽƌ
ĂƚƚŚĞĞŶĚŽĨ:ƵůǇĂŶĚĂƉƌŝǌĞĂŶĚĐĞƌƚŝĨŝĐĂƚĞĂǁĂƌĚĞĚĨŽƌϭƐƚ͕ϮŶĚĂŶĚϯƌĚƉůĂĐĞ͘dŚĞŽŶůǇ
ĐƌŝƚĞƌŝŽŶŝƐƚŚĞŐĂƌĚĞŶŵƵƐƚďĞŝŶƉƵďůŝĐǀŝĞǁ͕ŝ͘Ğ͘ŶŽƚĂďĂĐŬŐĂƌĚĞŶ͘

/ĨǇŽƵǁŝƐŚƚŽĞŶƚĞƌǇŽƵƌŐĂƌĚĞŶ͕ŽƌƚŚĂƚŽĨĂŶĞŝŐŚďŽƵƌŽƌĨƌŝĞŶĚ͕ƉůĞĂƐĞĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĂŶĚ
ƌĞƚƵƌŶƚŚĞĨŽƌŵďĞůŽǁƚŽƚŚĞdŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝůKĨĨŝĐĞďǇ tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇ͕ϯϭƐƚ:ƵůǇ͘tĞĂƌĞ
ŚŽƉŝŶŐ ĨŽƌ Ă ďƵŵƉĞƌ ŶƵŵďĞƌ ŽĨ ĞŶƚƌŝĞƐ ƚŚŝƐ ǇĞĂƌ ƚŽ ƐƉƌŝŶŐďŽĂƌĚ ƵƐ ŝŶƚŽ ƐŚĂƉĞ ĨŽƌ
dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌŝŶůŽŽŵϮϬϮϬ͊



ŶƚƌǇ&Žƌŵ
dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌĞƐƚ<ĞƉƚ'ĂƌĚĞŶŽŵƉĞƚŝƚŝŽŶϮϬϭϵ


EĂŵĞ͗ͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲŽŶƚĂĐƚEŽ͗ͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲ

ĚĚƌĞƐƐ͗ͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲ
WůĞĂƐĞĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĂŶĚƌĞƚƵƌŶƚŽƚŚĞdŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝůKĨĨŝĐĞ͕dŚĞdŽǁŶ,Ăůů͕ϴϲ͕tĂƚůŝŶŐ^ƚƌĞĞƚĂƐƚ͕dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͕EEϭϮ
ϲ^͘EŽůĂƚĞƌƚŚĂŶtĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇ͕ϯϭƐƚ:ƵůǇϮϬϭϵ͘
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Towcester Writers’ Group

tĞĂƌĞĂƐŵĂůů͕ĨƌŝĞŶĚůǇŐƌŽƵƉŽĨĂƐƉŝƌŝŶŐǁƌŝƚĞƌƐ͘KƵƌĂďŝůŝƚŝĞƐĂƌĞǀĞƌǇŵŝǆĞĚ͕ĂŶĚǁĞŽĨĨĞƌĂǁĂƌŵǁĞůĐŽŵĞƚŽŶĞǁĐŽŵĞƌƐ͘zŽƵĐĂŶĨŽůůŽǁƵƐ
ŽŶůŝŶĞĂƚ͗ǁǁǁ͘ĨĂĐĞďŽŽŬ͘ĐŽŵͬdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌtƌŝƚĞƌƐ͘KƵƌŝŶĨŽƌŵĂůŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƐĂƌĞŚĞůĚŝŶdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌůŝďƌĂƌǇĂƚƚŚĞ&ŽƌƵŵŽŶƚŚĞƚŚŝƌĚtĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇŽĨ
ĞĂĐŚŵŽŶƚŚĨƌŽŵϳ͘ϯϬƚŽϵ͘ϯϬƉŵ͘WůĞĂƐĞĐŽŵĞĂŶĚũŽŝŶƵƐ͘tĞůŽŽŬĨŽƌǁĂƌĚƚŽŵĞĞƚŝŶŐǇŽƵ͘,ĞƌĞŝƐĂƉŝĞĐĞďǇŽŶĞŽĨŽƵƌŵĞŵďĞƌƐ͗'ĞŽĨĨƌĞǇ
/ůĞǇ͘

ZtEZzd,Zzd͍Ξ
ďǇ'ĞŽĨĨƌĞǇ/ůĞǇ
:ĂŶĞƚƐƚƵĐŬŚĞƌŚĞĂĚŽƵƚŽĨƚŚĞĐĂƌĂǀĂŶ͘^ŚĞůŽŽŬĞĚĂďŝƚĨĞĂƌĨƵů͘dŚĞǁŽƌĚƐ
were controlled but anxious. 'I hope it will be better this time'. 'Don’t worry', I
ďƌĞĞǌĞĚ͕ΖŝƚǁŝůůďĞĂďƐŽůƵƚĞůǇĨŝŶĞ͕/ƉƌŽŵŝƐĞ͘Ζ
ĐƚƵĂůůǇ͕ƐŚĞŚĂĚĂƉŽŝŶƚ͘dŚŝƐǁĂƐƚŽďĞŽŶůǇƚŚĞƐĞĐŽŶĚŽƵƚŝŶŐǁŝƚŚŽƵƌƐŵĂůů
ƚŽƵƌŝŶŐ ĐĂƌĂǀĂŶ͕ Ă ďƌĂŶĚ ŶĞǁ ƚǁĞůǀĞ ĨŽŽƚ Ζ^ǁĂůůŽǁΖ͘ ĂĐŬ ƚŚĞŶ ŝŶ ϭϵϲϮ ŝƚ
ƐĞĞŵĞĚƚŚĞŚĞŝŐŚƚŽĨĂĚǀĞŶƚƵƌĞ͘tĞĐŽƵůĚŐŽĂŶǇǁŚĞƌĞĂŶĚƚĂŬĞƚŚĞŬŝĚƐŽŶ



ǁŽŶĚĞƌĨƵů ŚŽůŝĚĂǇƐ͕ ĞǆƉůŽƌŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇƐŝĚĞ ĂŶĚ ďĞĂĐŚĞƐ ĂƌŽƵŶĚ ƌŝƚĂŝŶ͘
^ĂĚůǇ͕ŝƚŚĂĚŶΖƚǁŽƌŬĞĚŽƵƚƚŽŽǁĞůůŽŶŽƵƌĨŝƌƐƚƚƌŝƉ͘:ĂŶĞƚƐŵĂƐŚĞĚŚĞƌŚĂŶĚ

&ŽƌŽŶĐĞ͕ĂŵŝƌĂĐůĞǁĂƐĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ͘KŶůǇĂŚƵŶĚƌĞĚǇĂƌĚƐďĞǇŽŶĚŽƵƌǁŽƵŶĚĞĚ

ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ďĂĐŬ ĚŽŽƌ ŽĨ ŽƵƌ ĐŽƚƚĂŐĞ ĂƐ ǁĞ ůĞĨƚ͘ WĂƚĐŚŝŶŐ ŝƚ ƵƉ ŝŶ Ă ƉŚĂƌŵĂĐǇ ŝŶ

ĐĂƌ͕ƚŚĞƌĞǁĂƐĂĂƌĂǀĂŶůƵďƐŝŐŶƉŽŝŶƚŝŶŐƵƉĂĚƌŝǀĞǁĂǇůĞĂĚŝŶŐƚŽĂŶĞŵƉƚǇ

tŽƌĐĞƐƚĞƌƚŽŽŬĨŽƌĞǀĞƌĂŶĚŽƵƌŝůůĞŐĂůůǇƉĂƌŬĞĚĐĂƌĂǀĂŶĐĂƵƐĞĚĂŵĂũŽƌƚƌĂĨĨŝĐ

ĨŝĞůĚ ďĞŚŝŶĚ Ă ĨĂƌŵŚŽƵƐĞ͘ dŚĞ ĨĂƌŵĞƌΖƐ ǁŝĨĞ ǁĂƐ ĐŚĂƌŵŝŶŐ ĂŶĚ ǁŽƵůĚ ďĞ

ũĂŵ͘ dŚĞŶ ŽƵƌ ǀĞƌǇ ĨŝƌƐƚ ŽǀĞƌŶŝŐŚƚ ƐƚŽƉ — ŝŶ ĂŶ ŽƌĐŚĂƌĚ ŽŶ Ă ĨĂƌŵ ŶĞĂƌ

ĚĞůŝŐŚƚĞĚ ƚŽ ŚĂǀĞ ƵƐ ƚŽ ƐƚĂǇ͘ / ƉƌĂĐƚŝĐĂůůǇ ƐƉƌŝŶƚĞĚ ďĂĐŬ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ĐĂƌ͕ ǁŚĞƌĞ /

ƌŽŵǇĂƌĚ — ǁĂƐ Ă ĚŝƐĂƐƚĞƌ͘ :ĂŶĞƚ ƐůĞƉƚ ůŝƚƚůĞ ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ƉĂŝŶ ŝŶ ŚĞƌ

ƌĞůĂǇĞĚƚŚĞŚĂƉƉǇŶĞǁƐ͘KƵƌůƵĐŬŚĂĚĚĞĨŝŶŝƚĞůǇĐŚĂŶŐĞĚ͖ƐƵďƚůĞǁŽƌŬǁŝƚŚƚŚĞ

ĚĂŵĂŐĞĚŚĂŶĚĂŶĚƚŚĞƚŚƌĞĞĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶǁĞƌĞĂǁĂŬĞĂŶĚǁĂŶƚŝŶŐƚŽĞǆƉůŽƌĞĂƚ

ŐĞĂƌͲůĞǀĞƌ ŵĂŶĂŐĞĚ ƚŽ ĐŽŶŶĞĐƚ ǁŝƚŚ ĨŝƌƐƚ ŐĞĂƌ ĂŶĚ ŵǇ ƐƚƌŝĐŬĞŶ ĐĂƌ͕ ǁŝƚŚ

ϱĂŵ͘ŶĚŝƚǁĂƐƌĂŝŶŝŶŐďƵĐŬĞƚƐ͘

ĐĂƌĂǀĂŶŝŶƚŽǁ͕ĨŝŶĂůůǇĐƌĂǁůĞĚŶŽŝƐŝůǇŝŶƚŽƚŚĞĨŝĞůĚ͘tĞƐĞƚƵƉĐĂŵƉĂƚŽŶĐĞ
ĂŶĚ͕ĂĨƚĞƌƐƵƉƉĞƌ͕ƐůĞƉƚƚŚĞĚĞĞƉƐůĞĞƉŽĨǁĞĂƌǇƚƌĂǀĞůůĞƌƐ͘

dŚĞŶĞǆƚŶŝŐŚƚ͕ƐƉĞŶƚŝŶĂĨŽƌŵĞƌƌĂŝůǁĂǇƐƚĂƚŝŽŶǇĂƌĚŝŶŵŝĚͲtĂůĞƐ͕ǁĂƐƌƵŝŶĞĚ
ďǇĂŐĂůĞƚŚĂƚŚŽǁůĞĚĚŽǁŶƚŚĞƚŚƌĞĞǀĂůůĞǇƐƚŚĂƚĐŽŶǀĞƌŐĞĚĞǆĂĐƚůǇǁŚĞƌĞǁĞ

tĞ ƐĂǁ ĂůŵŽƐƚ ŶŽƚŚŝŶŐ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶŶĞǆƚ ĚĂǇ͘ dŚĞǇ ǁĞƌĞ ĨĞĞĚŝŶŐ ůĂŵďƐ͕

ǁĞƌĞƉĂƌŬĞĚ͘/ŶĐŽŶǀĞŶŝĞŶĐĞǁĂƐĂůŵŽƐƚĂĚŝƐĂƐƚĞƌ͖ǇŽƵŶŐůĂŶŶĞĂƌůǇůŽƐƚĂ

ĐŽůůĞĐƚŝŶŐ ĞŐŐƐ͕ ƐƵƉĞƌǀŝƐŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ŵŝůŬŝŶŐ ĂŶĚ͕ ŐĞŶĞƌĂůůǇ͕ ŚĂǀŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ŵŽƐƚ

ĨŝŶŐĞƌ Žƌ ƚǁŽ ǁŚĞŶ ƚŚĞ ĨĞƌŽĐŝŽƵƐ ǁŝŶĚ ƐůĂŵŵĞĚ ƚŚĞ ĐĂƌĂǀĂŶ ĚŽŽƌ ƐŚƵƚ Ă

ǁŽŶĚĞƌĨƵůƚŝŵĞ͘DĞĂŶǁŚŝůĞ͕/ŶĞĞĚĞĚƚŽŐĞƚƚŚĞĐĂƌĨŝǆĞĚ͘dŚĂƚΖƐĂůŽŶŐƐƚŽƌǇ͕

ŵŝĐƌŽƐĞĐŽŶĚĂĨƚĞƌŚĞŚĂĚŵŽǀĞĚŚŝƐŚĂŶĚĂǁĂǇĨƌŽŵƚŚĞĚŽŽƌĨƌĂŵĞ͘

ďƵƚ/ǁĂƐĂďůĞƚŽĐĂůůŝŶĂĨĂǀŽƵƌĨƌŽŵĂŶŽůĚĨƌŝĞŶĚŝŶ^ǁĂŶƐĞĂ͘,ĞĂƌƌĂŶŐĞĚƚŽ
ŐĞƚƚŚĞƐƚƌŝĐŬĞŶD'ϭϭϬϬƚĂŬĞŶĂǁĂǇĨŽƌƌĞƉĂŝƌĂŶĚĨŽƵŶĚĂŶŽƚŚĞƌĐĂƌƚŽƵƐĞ

dŚŝƐƚŝŵĞ͕ƚŚŽƵŐŚŝƚǁŽƵůĚďĞĚŝĨĨĞƌĞŶƚ͘tĞǁĞƌĞŐŽŝŶŐƚŽƐƚĂǇŽŶĂƉƌŽƉĞƌ

ƵŶƚŝůŽƵƌƐǁĂƐŵĞŶĚĞĚ͘

ĐĂƌĂǀĂŶ ƐŝƚĞ ŝŶ Ă ƉĂƌƚ ŽĨ tĂůĞƐ ƚŚĂƚ ǁĞ ŬŶĞǁ ǁĞůů — ƚŚĞ ŶŽƌƚŚ ĐŽĂƐƚ ŽĨ
WĞŵďƌŽŬĞƐŚŝƌĞ͘^Ž͕ǁĞƐĞƚŽĨĨďƌĂǀĞůǇ—:ĂŶĞƚĂŶĚŵĞ͕WĞŶŶǇ;ϴͿ͕&ĂǇ;ϲͿĂŶĚ

tĞ ŚĂĚ Ă ďĂůů͕ ǀŝƐŝƚŝŶŐ ĂŶ ĂŵĂǌŝŶŐ ŽůĚͲĨĂƐŚŝŽŶĞĚ ĐŝŶĞŵĂ ŝŶ ďĞƌǇƐƚǁǇƚŚ͕

ůĂŶ;ϰͿ͘ůůǁĞŶƚǁĞůůĂƚĨŝƌƐƚ͘KƵƌD'ϭϭϬϬ͕ďŝŐďƌŽƚŚĞƌŽĨƚŚĞDŝŶŝ͕ƐĞĞŵĞĚ

ĞǆƉůŽƌŝŶŐƉƌĞƚƚǇǀŝůůĂŐĞƐĂŶĚŐŽŝŶŐĨŽƌŵĞĂůƐŝŶǁŽŶĚĞƌĨƵůtĞůƐŚƉƵďƐ͘ŶĚĂůů

ƚŽŵĂŬĞĂƌĞĂƐŽŶĂďůĞũŽďŽĨƚŽǁŝŶŐƚŚĞůŝŐŚƚǁĞŝŐŚƚĐĂƌĂǀĂŶ͘ƵƚƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐǁĂƐ

ƚŚĞǁŚŝůĞƚŚĞĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶŐŽƚĞŶŽƌŵŽƵƐĨƵŶĨƌŽŵŚĞůƉŝŶŐŽŶƚŚĞĨĂƌŵ͘tĞǁĞƌĞ

ƐůŽǁ ĂŶĚ ƚƌĞďůĞ ǀoices chanting ‘Are we nearly there yet?’ became more

ĂůůƋƵŝƚĞƐĂĚǁŚĞŶŽƵƌĐĂƌĐĂŵĞďĂĐŬŽŶůǇĨŽƵƌĚĂǇƐůĂƚĞƌ͕ƌĞĂĚǇƚŽƌĞƐƵŵĞŽƵƌ

ƉĞƌƐŝƐƚĞŶƚ͘,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ĂĨƚĞƌĂ ďĂĚͲƚĞŵƉĞƌĞĚƉŝĐŶŝĐƐƚŽƉ͕ǁĞƐĂǁ ƚŚĞƐĞĂĂŶĚ

ũŽƵƌŶĞǇ͘   ^Ž͕ ǁĞ ĨŝŶĂůůǇ ƌĞĂĐŚĞĚ ƚŚĞ ĐĂƌĂǀĂŶ ƉĂƌŬ Ăƚ ŝŶĂƐ ŝŶ EŽƌƚŚ

ĞŶƚĞƌĞĚ ďĞƌǇƐƚǁǇƚŚ ĞĂƌůǇ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ĂĨƚĞƌŶŽŽŶ͘  ZĞůĂǆŝŶŐ͕ / ĚƌŽǀĞ ŽŶ ƐŽƵƚŚ

WĞŵďƌŽŬĞƐŚŝƌĞĂŶĚƉŝĐŬĞĚŽƵƌƐŝƚĞ͘/ƚǁĂƐǀĞƌǇǁĞůůŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĞĚ͕ďƵƚĞǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐ

ƚŽǁĂƌĚƐ ŽƵƌ ĨŝŶĂů ĚĞƐƚŝŶĂƚŝŽŶ͘Ƶƚ ŝƚ ǁĂƐŶŽƚ ƚŽ ďĞ͘  Śŝůů ŽŶƚŚĞ ĐŽĂƐƚ ƌŽĂĚ

ĨĞůƚĂďŝƚĐůŝŶŝĐĂů͘tĞĨŽƵŶĚŽŶĞŽƌƚǁŽďĞĂĐŚĞƐĨŽƌƚŚĞĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶĂŶĚ&ŝƐŚŐƵĂƌĚ

ŶĞĞĚĞĚ ĞŶŐŝŶĞ ďƌĂŬŝŶŐ ĂŶĚ Ă ĚŽǁŶǁĂƌĚ ŐĞĂƌ ĐŚĂŶŐĞ ƉƌŽĚƵĐĞĚ Ă ĚŝƐƚŝŶĐƚůǇ

ǁĂƐŶŽƚĨĂƌĂǁĂǇ͕ďƵƚƐŽŵĞŚŽǁŝƚĂůůƐĞĞŵĞĚƌĂƚŚĞƌƚĂŵĞ͘

ƐŝŶŝƐƚĞƌĐƌƵŶĐŚĨƌŽŵƚŚĞŐĞĂƌďŽǆĂŶĚ/ďƌŽƵŐŚƚƚŚĞǁŽƵŶĚĞĚD'ϭϭϬϬƚŽĂ

tŚĞŶǁĞůĞĨƚŝŶĂƐĂŶĚƚƌĂǀĞůůĞĚŚŽŵĞƚŽtĂƌǁŝĐŬƐŚŝƌĞĂƚƚŚĞĞŶĚŽĨŽƵƌƐƚĂǇ͕

ŐƌŝŶĚŝŶŐŚĂůƚ͘tŚŝůĞ/ŝŶǀĞƐƚŝŐĂƚĞĚ͕ůĂŶ͕ƌĞůĞĂƐĞĚĨƌŽŵŚŝƐůŽŶŐŝŵƉƌŝƐŽŶŵĞŶƚ

ǁĞĨĞůƚĂďŝƚĚĞĨůĂƚĞĚĂƐǁĞƵŶƉĂĐŬĞĚƚŚĞĐĂƌĂǀĂŶ͘ƚďĞĚƚŝŵĞ/ǁĞŶƚƵƉƚŽƐĂǇ

ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ĐĂƌ͕ ĐĂƉĞƌĞĚ ĂůŽŶŐ Ă ůŽǁ ǁĂůů ďĞƐŝĚĞ ƚŚĞ ĐĂƌ͘ WƌĞĚŝĐƚĂďůǇ͕ ŚĞ ĨĞůů ŽĨĨ͕

ŐŽŽĚŶŝŐŚƚƚŽƚŚĞĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͘WĞŶŶǇ͕ƚŚĞŽůĚĞƐƚ͕ƐƉŽŬĞĨŽƌƚŚĞŽƚŚĞƌƐ͘ΖĂĚĚǇ͕ΖƐŚĞ

ŐƌĂǌĞĚŚŝƐŬŶĞĞĂŶĚĐůƵŶŐƚŽ:ĂŶĞƚ͕ǁĞĞƉŝŶŐ͘

ƐĂŝĚ͕ĨůŝŶŐŝŶŐŚĞƌĂƌŵƐƌŽƵŶĚŵǇŶĞĐŬ͕ΖtĞĂůůƚŚŝŶŬƚŚĂƚǁĂƐƚŚĞďĞƐƚŚŽůŝĚĂǇ

Ζ'ƌĂŚĂŵ͕ΖŚŝƐƐĞĚ:ĂŶĞƚƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŐƌŝƚƚĞĚƚĞĞƚŚ͕ΖĚŽƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐĂŶĚĚŽŝƚEKt͘Ζ

ĞǀĞƌͲďƵƚƚŚĞĨĂƌŵǁĂƐŵƵĐŚ͕ŵƵĐŚďĞƚƚĞƌƚŚĂŶƚŚĞĐĂƌĂǀĂŶƐŝƚĞ͘Ζ^Ž͕/ƐůĞƉƚ

Ζ>ĞĂǀĞŝƚƚŽŵĞ͕Ζ/ƐĂŝĚ͕ƐŽŽƚŚŝŶŐůǇǁŝƚŚĂůŽƚŵŽƌĞĐŽŶĨŝĚĞŶĐĞƚŚĂŶ/ĨĞůƚ͘Ζ:ƵƐƚ

ǀĞƌǇ ǁĞůů ƚŚĂƚ ŶŝŐŚƚ͖ ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ ĂƌĞ ƚŚĞ ĞǆƉĞƌƚƐ ǁŚĞŶ ŝƚ ĐŽŵĞƐ ƚŽ ŵĂŬŝŶŐ

ŐŽŝŶŐĨŽƌĂƌĞĐĐĞ͘/ΖůůďĞďĂĐŬďĞĨŽƌĞǇŽƵŬŶŽǁ ŝƚ͘Ζ/ůĞĨƚ ƚŚĞĐĂƌĂŶĚŚĞĂĚĞĚ

ƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐĞŶũŽǇĂďůĞŽƵƚŽĨĂĚŝƐĂƐƚĞƌ͘

ĚŽǁŶƚŚĞůĂƐƚĨĞǁǇĂƌĚƐŝŶƚŽƚŚĞǀŝůůĂŐĞ͘
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Alderton Art Festival – 31st August and 1st September 2019
The 43rd annual Alderton Art Festival takes place on Saturday and Sunday, 31st
August and 1st September. Proceeds go to Saint Margaret's Church.
Inside Saint Margaret's Church there will be an exhibition and sale of over 200
paintings by more than 30 local artists, plus many more unframed original
paintings and prints. Following on from last year’s success, there will be a People’s
Choice Award for the favorite picture. Admission £1.
Outside there will be live entertainment, Craft Stalls, White Elephant, Second-hand
Books, Tombola, Grand Raffle, Home Produce, and other attractions.
There is an all-day barbecue and excellent refreshments including home-made
cakes and draught beer from the famous Towcester Mill Brewery
Artists, crafters and stallholders: some places are still available. The Art Festival
welcome advertisers and sponsors for both the catalogue and website. If you wish
to sponsor, advertise, or book a stall, contact Henny Cameron email
henny.cameron@outlook.com.
Opening times: Saturday 10.30 am to 5.00 pm, and Sunday 10.30 am to 4.00
pm. Free parking.
Visit www.aldertonartfestival.co.uk or follow Alderton Art Festival on
Facebook or Twitter (@AldertonArt).

ART STUDIOS OPEN DOORS IN SOUTH NORTHANTS IN OCTOBER

South Northamptonshire Arts Annual Art Trail - Saturday 5th to Sunday 13th October

Here is an opportunity to watch as work is made before your eyes. What would you like to see? Oil or water-colour
painting; sculpture or stained glass; embroidery, wood turning, or jewellery and more …. so much choice!
As well as regular exhibitors, you will meet many new artists who have joined us this year. With around 50 artists and
designer-makers exhibiting their work at studios and other venues across South Northamptonshire, there is something
to appeal to everyone.
Painters will be painting, and makers will be busy creating all manner of beautiful crafts in a myriad of mediums. In
addition to paintings, there will be artists showing textiles, ceramics, jewellery, illustrations and glass. Many artists
organise workshops throughout the year, so what better time to sign up for that craft you have always wanted to learn
or buy a voucher as a special gift for a creative friend.
Work on show will, of course, be for sale – a chance to buy
direct from the artist – perhaps you’ll find that unique gift for the
person who has everything. Many venues include delicious
refreshments too. All this makes for a delightful and fascinating
day out!
The brochure listing the artists, including a map of all venues,
will be available at The Forum, libraries, galleries, shops and
restaurants across the county in September or can be
downloaded from our website nearer the time.
We look forward to seeing you!
Find out more about South Northamptonshire Arts at:

www.arts-sn.org.uk

southnorthamptonshirearts@gmail.com
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Towcester
Band
- the- next
chapter
TowcesterStudio
Studio
Band
the next
chapter
The Band started off the year with a disappointing result at the Oxford and District Brass Band Association Contest, but
two weeks later came back fighting with a great third place at the Midlands area Contest. In previous years this would
have secured a place in the Finals at Cheltenham in September but this year only 1st and 2nd places went through so
the elation was tinged with a little disappointment, but onward and upwards as they say.
The first concert of the year went down well and the children from Towcester C of E School were great and they really
seemed to enjoy themselves. We have numerous events during the summer and are hoping for the weather to be kind
to us and our audiences! The Band are already preparing for some of these and of course Midsummer Music in the
Town on the 22nd June and Abington Park Bandstand Northampton on the 18th August.
We are going through a transition period at the moment, with regard to our Musical Director, as Neil Brownless who has
led the Band since January 2015, will be leaving us in September to go to Cardiff University to do a master’s degree in
Conducting. Whilst this is sad news for the Band, every cloud has a silver lining and we are pleased to announce that
Peter Wain will be taking over the baton from September. Peter previously took the Band for a very successful period in
the 1980’s, culminating in our appearance at the Royal Albert Hall in 1985.

The Band would like to publicly thank Neil for all his commitment and hard work over the past 5 years during which time
he has really brought the Band together, giving the Band a firm basis to continue with all that his hard work has achieved.
To mark the departing of Neil and the return of Peter, our Autumn concert at St Lawrence Church, Towcester on
Saturday, 14th September will feature both conductors. Please come along to give Neil a good send off to start the next
chapter in his career, and to welcome Peter, who obviously just couldn’t stay away! The concert starts at 7.30pm and
tickets for £7.50 will be available on the door.
In the meantime, you can catch up with the Band’s news on the website and if anyone is interested in helping the Band
with fundraising, or if there are any brass players looking for a sociable, friendly band, please do not hesitate to contact
us. We have a charitable organisation, Friends of Towcester Studio Band, dedicated to raising funds for the Band so
that we can continue making music for many years to come and new members would be most welcome.
For any further information phone 01327 351403 or email towcesterstudioband@gmail.com.
Pauline Stevens
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OLD TOWCESTER 30 – THE GREAT WAR ENDS
OLD TOWCESTER
30 - THE GREAT WAR ENDS
seen fighting might have suffered from post-traumatic stress
disorders and other mental problems as well as disabilities, such
as blindness and lost limbs. Not everyone had families to return
to. A young sailor, who returned to the town had hardly any
clothes and just 2s6d in his pocket that was given to him at
Euston station.
At the beginning of February, two captured German guns were
put on display in the town for one day. There were still German
prisoners at Eastcote Camp, some of whom worked at
Towcester Railway Station loading and unloading coal. William
Leigh, the stationmaster, ended up in court as he had sold six
prisoners some chocolate which was strictly against military
rules!
That winter, there was a shortage of coal in the town which got
even worse in April, resulting in a family of 11 having no fuel to
cook their Sunday meal. Snow and frost brought the county to a
standstill for a week in February and the local farmers found it
difficult to obtain any hay and straw for their cattle.
It was about this time that a meeting was held in the Chantry
House to discuss the form a war memorial should take. Walter
Bairstow proposed that it should be a cottage hospital or nursing
home, but the Duke of Grafton did not agree as he could not see
how they could get the money for it. Another member suggested
the memorial should be a motor ambulance to convey the sick
to Northampton Hospital. Although the Parish Council were in
favour of the cottage hospital, they did not want to be saddled
with the maintenance of it. As an alternative, Sir Thomas
Hesketh offered a 4½ acre field to the rear of the Grammar
School for development as a memorial recreation ground. These
discussions about the form of the memorial generated much
hostility between the various parties. In May, it was decided to
form a committee, comprising 10 townspeople, 10 ex-service
men and 10 relatives of those who had fallen that should
consider all the suggestions. By mid-July it had been decided
that a granite cross, at the cost of £155, was to be erected in
Towcester Cemetery as the town’s memorial. In addition, Sir
Thomas Hesketh’s offer should be taken up and an institute
building 80’ by 30’ erected on the land

Photo: Parade in Towcester. This parade may have taken place
on the 28th June 1919 after the declaration that the war was over,
following the signing of the Treaty of Versailles.
The Armistice on the 11th of November 1918 was a truce
between the Allied Nations - Britain, France, Italy and Russia with Germany, whilst the terms of peace were negotiated. It
would not be until the signing of the Treaty of Versailles (also
known as The Treaty of Paris) on the 28 th of June 1919, that
WW1 officially came to an end. This year marks the 100 th
anniversary of that event.
For Towcester, the armistice meant a short period of
celebrations and then the slow return to some sort of normality.
Four days after the Armistice, the Northampton Mercury
reported that the influenza epidemic had reached the Towcester
District, with many cases reported and some deaths occurring.
The fear that loved ones would be killed or wounded in action
was soon replaced by new worries about the family catching
influenza. Mr. and Mrs. Shopland’s son, Fred, died of the
disease in Brighton Hospital, just nine days before the Armistice
was announced whilst recovering from a bullet wound received
on active service.

The news of the signing of the Treaty of Versailles and the end
of the war was posted outside the Library, [possibly William’s
booksellers and stationers shop at 175, Watling St.] just after 4
p.m., but it was not until 7 p.m. that the band, many of whom had
just returned from War, played patriotic airs in the Market Square
and the church bells were rung. Nationally, it was declared that
Saturday, 19th July would be a day of peace celebrations. These
celebrations were organised by the Parish Council. The day
started with 500 school children singing in the Market Square.
This was followed by a large procession of local organisations,
which included Towcester Studio Silver Band. At 12.30 p.m.
lunch was provided for 214 men who had served in the forces
and in the afternoon nearly 500 children, with some widows and
mothers, sat down to an afternoon tea. Afterwards, there was a
fancy-dress pageant, athletic sports and dancing in the Town
Hall, but the weather interfered with the enjoyment of the
evening’s outdoor events.

By mid-January 1919 long absent familiar faces began to be
seen again in the town. At last, after years in the forces, or as
prisoners-of-war, men returned to find their wives and children
happy for them to be back and safe, but everyone had changed
over the years they had been apart. Many wives and daughters
were more independent and some resented giving up their wartime employment to the returning servicemen. Men who had

Brian Giggins
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Towcester & District Local History Society
The End of the First World War - 100 years on
Towcester, who fell during the conflict. It was dramatically staged and
appreciated by close on 2,000 people.

On an October morning in
2013, Towcester considered
the First World War, and in
particular, the way in which the
town would commemorate that
devastating war as it neared its
centenary.
Representatives
from a wide range of
organisations gathered in
Towcester Town Hall and
formed a steering committee
that developed into the
Towcester Area World War One
Commemoration Committee,
which would go on to present a
programme that had huge
public support over the next
four years.

For this event and for many others during the five-year life of the
Commemoration Committee the Towcester branch of the Royal British
Legion took a leading role but with plenty of support from other
organisations.
A highlight of last year’s build-up to Remembrance Sunday was the rededication of the Garden of Remembrance in Towcester Churchyard late in
October and the unveiling of the Poppy Cascade. The drive to make the
thousands of poppies was led by the Women’s Institute with schools and
many other people all over the area coming together to make the poppies
and help to fund the event. With the backing of murals, designed and
painted by Sponne School students, the whole effect was stunning.
Two major features of the whole programme have been the series of well
supported talks on a variety of related subjects and the writing competitions
for young people organised by the Local History Society in conjunction with
Towcester Library. Historians, Brian Giggins and Martin Marix-Evans, each
gave talks; Brian with a two-parter on the Home Front in Towcester and
Martin with two relating to the Northamptonshire Regiment.

The committee, or people and
groups associated with it,
presented a hugely varied
programme of close to 50
events, including concerts,
dramatic productions, talks by expert historians and writing competitions for
school children. Added to all of those, have been the many church services,
parades and commemoration events that kept memories alive.

BBC Radio Northampton sports editor Graham McKechnie, who has a
special interest in WWI, came to the Library to outline the story of the
Sportsmen’s Battalion created by Saints and England captain Edgar Mobbs
and details of the 11 Saints players, who lost their lives.
Peter Stratton talked to the History Society about the Gallipoli campaign,
Harry Watson from the Battlefield Trust spoke about “Zeppelin Raids” at the
Library, while historian and TV personality, Dan Snow, drew a large audience
to St. Lawrence. He was talking about the Battle of the Somme and in
particular, the role played by his own grandfather as a wing commander in
the Army.

The original meeting was called by John Morris, at that time chairman of the
Towcester & District Local History Society. Looking back, he says: “I simply
wanted to find out what Towcester wanted to do to mark the WWI centenary.
“Towns and cities all over Britain must have been making similar decisions
but here in Towcester I was delighted by the immediate response and by
the way in which the whole community has supported the programme.

Schools around the area took part in four writing competitions, starting
slowly with 15 entries in 2014 and reaching a peak two years later with
more than 100. Support at various times came from Sponne School,
Nicholas Hawksmoor School, Towcester, Blakesley, Greens Norton and
Paulerspury Juniors. The programme included so much more – readings of
poetry and prose, the showing in the Town Hall of the film “Joyeux Noel”
about the 1914 Christmas Truce and each village in the area running its
own events.

“The committee that evolved came from the Local History Society, Royal
British Legion (Towcester and Greens Norton branches), Women’s Institute,
Towcester Museum, Town Council, Towcester Library and St. Lawrence
Church – in no particular order of merit. Add in independent experts like
historian Martin Marix-Evans and it made up a group of members who
remained committed right through, with everyone working together.”
“I have been honoured to act as chairman and I have never before known
a committee work in such a pleasant and productive way over nearly five
years. It would be unfair to pick out individuals, but I do make one exception
because our secretary David Wilcock has been the lynchpin from start to
finish.”

John Morris adds : “The finale to our programme will be held in Towcester
Library on July 11 when we hope many of those who have taken part in one
way or another will join us for three short talks , a social event and a last
chance to thank them all.”

The programme was launched officially at Towcester Museum on January
29th, 2014 with the then High Sheriff of Northamptonshire James ShepherdCross among the guests, and it rapidly clicked into gear.

"Northamptonshire: Its history"
A nine-week course with tutor Mike Ingram.

In May, St. Lawrence Church was the backdrop for a highly dramatic and
well supported production by the Looking Glass Theatre from Northampton.
“Killed 17th July 1916”, directed by James Smith, had the execution of an
alleged deserter as its controversial subject and was extremely well acted
by a young cast.

The course will begin with an overview of the strategic and historic
importance of Northamptonshire. We will also look at historical
sources, what they are and how to use them. Over subsequent
weeks we will examine the significant military and some political
events that took place in the county, from the Romans, the two
Baron’s Wars, the Wars of the Roses, through the English Civil War
and beyond.

In November 2014, on the eve of Remembrance Sunday, the committee
brought Towcester Studio Band and Towcester Choral Society together to fill
St. Lawrence Church for a memorable concert that effectively illustrated the
early stages of WWI.

The course, organised by the Workers' Educational Association,
will start on Wednesday 24th September 2019 at the A5 Rangers
Cycling Club, Islington Road, Towcester and will run for 9 weeks on
Wednesdays from 10.15-11.45am. Everyone is welcome.

In November last year, this time on the actual eve of the Armistice that
silenced the guns, Band and Choir combined again with a concert at St.
Lawrence Church that included celebration, but also respect for the millions
who had fallen.

For details and for information on the fee and concessions, please
contact David Wilcock 01327 351782.

The following day’s Remembrance Service was followed by a parade to
Towcester Cemetery and the reading out of the names of all 72 from
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Towcester & District Local History Society

The Society tries to add to its own programme of talks by taking part in a variety of
activities within the Towcester community, currently including the World War One
Commemoration programme, soon to be completed, the St. Lawrence Flower Festival,
due in August and the survey being conducted of historic buildings in the town.
Most recently the Society devised and organised a tantalising quiz, to raise extra funds
for the charities being supported by outgoing Towcester Mayor, Peter Conquest, a
member of the Society. Entitled the Knights’ and Maidens’ Quest, the eight challenging
questions, led competitors to local businesses, each of which had a board carrying a
letter of the alphabet.
The letters, when all had been completed, made up a one-word answer (WETLANDS),
and there were 16 successful entries. A ballot made the final decision, and the winners
were Sean and Jeyden Congrave-Smith, 11-year-old twins from Tiffield. Their prize was
a voucher for tea and cakes for four at the Bell Plantation Garden Centre in Towcester.
The quiz raised £200 for the Mayor’s charities and the cheque was presented to him by
chairman Peter Jones at the Society’s May meeting.
Other entrants with correct answers were; Sally Andrews, Thea and Honor Bates,
Helma Boot, Alison and Stephen Burnley, Lars and Erika Haynes, J.C.Howarth, Oliver
Hunter (on behalf of Adam and Lucy), Joan Lideard, Bethany Macdonald, Rachel
Maxwell, Catherine Muxlow, Zen Pryke, Jane Scase, Symmers and the Taylor family.

Monthly Talks Packed with Variety
Wednesday 11th September : The Culworth Gang

David Hewitt
18 th

David will tell the story of the Culworth Gang, a disreputable bunch, who terrorised locals and other villages in the
century, until
they were finally rounded up by the law. Four of them were dealt with according to the law of that time and met their fate on the
Racecourse in Northampton.
Wednesday 9th October : Royal Bastards – A Quest for the Crown

Roger Powell

Roger is an author and historian who has held various posts, throughout a long and distinguished career, including working for
Debretts and Burkes Peerage. This talk, a sequel to “Royal Mistresses” given in 2018, will reveal the stories of several “Royal
Bastards”, children of Royals and their illicit lovers.
Wednesday 13th November : The Women’s Land Army in county in First World War

Helen Frost

Helen will provide the stories behind the quite incredible contribution made by this often overlooked “Army” of women, who during
the years of the war were recruited, mainly from towns and cities, in large numbers, to work on the land, something completely new
to most of them.
Wednesday 11th December : Christmas meeting
Still in the planning stage – but sure to be fun for members and their guests.
Wednesday 9th January : The National Leather Collection

Philip Warner

A unique talk about a unique collection. The talk will feature an introduction to the National Leather Collection, the museum’s history
and how it came to be located in Northampton. Philip will also briefly cover leather manufacture and the industry in general.
Meetings are held at the Riverside Resource Centre, Islington Road, Towcester, at 7.30pm. There is a fee of £3 for nonmembers. For further information about the Society please contact David Wilcock on 01327 351782 or Peter Jones on 01327
357952.
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End Food Poverty in NN12!
End
Food Poverty in NN12!
Towcester foodbank has now been

in operation since its inception in October
2012. The Trustees and volunteers of the
foodbank’s motto and aim is to “End food
poverty in NN12” - an area that includes the whole NN12 postcode between
Daventry to the north, Brackley to the West, Roade to the East and Stony
Stratford to the South. In other words, we aim to put ourselves out of business!
When the Towcester foodbank was first started, six and a half years ago, many
people did not want to know about it, nor acknowledge its existence. I suspect
there are still some people who would rather not admit that there is a need in
the communities of NN12 postal area for a foodbank.
Unfortunately, the Towcester foodbank is being used more and more every
month by individuals and families who simply cannot make things meet and
are going hungry. The good news is that the great goodwill of volunteers,
organisers and countless givers is boundless. 50% of food donated comes
from regular giving at both major supermarkets (Tesco and Waitrose) in
Towcester, and from the bi-annual collections at the Tesco store in July and
December.
The facts are these: There has been a 50% increase in demand for support in
March 2019 compared to March 2018. We fed 180 people in April (92 adults
and 88 children), where last year we fed 99. The increase appears to be partly
driven by the increase in Child Holiday meals vouchers, and partly by
Universal Credit. These facts reflect the findings of Professor Philip Alston,
special rapporteur on extreme poverty as broadcast in a BBC news item on
22nd May 2019. He writes in a report commissioned by the UN:

St Lawrence Church, Towcester
Services and Events
Sunday, 30th June
11:00 am
Benefice Service at St Mary, Easton Neston
with visiting Tearfund Speaker Charlotte
Nobbs
2:30-4:30 pm
Saturday, 6th July
Messy Church at St Bartholomew, Greens
Norton
Sunday, 7th July
Family Service

9:30 am

Sunday, 14th July
Holy Communion Service

9:30 am

Sunday, 21st July
11:00 am
Benefice Confirmation Service at St
Bartholomew, Greens Norton with Bishop
Donald
Sunday, 28th July
Holy Communion Service

9:30 am

“ The UK's social safety net has been "deliberately
removed and replaced with a harsh and uncaring ethos." ”

Sunday, 4th August
Family Service

9:30 am

The report cites independent experts saying that 14 million people in the UK a fifth of the population - live in poverty, according to a new measure that takes
into account costs such as housing and childcare.

Friday, 9th to Sunday, 11th August
.
Flower Festival – We’re going on a journey.

In 2017, 1.5 million people experienced destitution, meaning they had less
than £10 a day after housing costs, or they had to go without at least two
essentials such as shelter, food, heat, light, clothing or toiletries during a onemonth period.
Despite official denials, Prof Alston said he had heard accounts of people
choosing between heating their homes or eating, children turning up to school
with empty stomachs, increased homelessness and food bank use, and "story
after story" of people who had considered or attempted suicide. We hear
similar stories from those who come to the foodbank in crisis.
Whether we agree with Professor Alston’s findings or not, and the government
definitely disputes them, the question is what kind of society do we want in
NN12? One where food poverty is on the increase, or one where food poverty
is eradicated?
If you want to know more about the statistics, please ask. As part of our
association with the Trussell Trust we record every kilogram of food that goes
in and out of the foodbank.
If you want to volunteer, donate or get involved, please ask. Together we can
work towards ending food poverty in NN12 and enabling people out of the food
poverty trap. But this can only be done by working together with all the
agencies involved as well as lobbying the government.
To learn more about Towcester foodbank, visit
https://towcester.foodbank.org.uk/

Sunday, 11th August
9:30 am
Patronal Eucharist Service with the Studio
Band
Sunday, 18th August
All Age Communion Service

9:30 am

Sunday, 25th August
Holy Communion Service

9:30 am

Sunday, 1st September
Family Service

9:30 am

Sunday, 8th September
Parish Communion Service

9:30 am

Sunday, 15th September
All Age Communion Service

9:30 am

Saturday, 21st September
3:00 pm
Induction and Institution of Reverend Paula
Challen as Rector of the Tove Benefice
Sunday, 22nd September
Holy Communion Service

Revd. Lulu Pelly

Trustee of Towcester foodbank and on behalf of Churches Together in Towcester.
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9:30 am

Sunday, 29th September
10:30 am
Benefice Service at St Michael, Bradden

宋宬家宷宲宵宼季宦宲宰宨家季宷宲季宯宬宩宨季室宷季宗宲宺宦宨家宷宨宵季宐宸家宨宸宰孤季
宆宲宰宬宱宪季宷宫宬家季宖宸宰宰宨宵季孽季‘Live History Days’季季Visitors at Towcester Museum will have the opportunity to step back in time at a series of ‘Live
History Days’, designed to create a fun, educational and interactive experience to complement our exhibitions. 季

宒宸宵季容宲宯宸宱宷宨宨宵家孯季宧宵宨家家宨宧季宬宱季害宨宵宬宲宧季宦宲家宷宸宰宨孯季宺宬宯宯季interact and engage with visitors to explain what life was like in different periods of Towcester’s
history. The time periods covered during the ‘Live History Days’ will include: Roman, Saxon, Civil War, Victorian and the Fir家宷季定宲宵宯宧季定室宵孱季宒宸宵季
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季
These events will also include a series of ‘show
and tell’ sessions where visitors will have the
宲害害宲宵宷宸宱宬宷宼季 宷宲季 宫室宱宧宯宨季 室季 宦宲宰宥宬宱室宷宬宲宱季 宲宩季
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宒宸宵季宑宨宺季宄宸宧宬宲季宊宸宬宧宨季–季Towcester Museum is intending to launch a new ‘audio guide’ which
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宗宫宨季宬宱宷宵宲宧宸宦宷宬宲宱季宲宩季宷宫宬家季宪宸宬宧宨季宺宬宯宯季宨宱室宥宯宨季容宬家宬宷宲宵家季宷宲季宧宨容宨宯宲害季室季宰宸宦宫季宧宨宨害宨宵季宸宱宧宨宵家宷室宱宧宬宱宪季宲宩季
the significance of these artefacts and how they fit into the broader context of Towcester’s rich
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宨宻宫宬宥宬宷宬宲宱季宬宱季室季宰宲宵宨季宩宯宨宻宬宥宯宨季宺室宼季–季室宦宷宬宱宪季as a ‘personal tour guide.’ Sound effects will be used
to create an immersive experience and ‘bring the stories to life.’ 季
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‘Live History Days’
10 am to 2 pm
Saturdays
27th July
10th August
24th August

Towcester Mill Brewery celebrates 5 years

Towcester Mill Brewery celebrated its five-year anniversary on Saturday, 18th May 2019 with a special Open Afternoon
for its Brewery members as well as the launch of a new anniversary ale.
Over 130 members came along in the afternoon with friends and family to celebrate with some of the Towcester Mill
team and were treated to pints of beer, food from The Healthy Jamaican Kitchen and anniversary cake!
"Celebrating our five-year anniversary has been wonderful," explained Brewery Director, John Evans. "We first opened
the doors to our Tap Room in May 2014 and little did we know then quite how popular Towcester Mill would become. It
was great to see so many of our members celebrating alongside us, some of whom have been with us right from the
beginning and we wanted to mark the occasion by saying a big thank you to all of them."
The new ale, aptly named Fifth Anniversary, is 5% ABV and has been brewed with Vienna malts for the base and
complementary roasted malts to deliver the colour. The use of orange marmalade with hop varieties of orange and pink
grapefruit deliver citrus fruit aromas.
Bottles of the Fifth Anniversary ale are available from the Brewery Shop at the Bell Plantation Garden Centre, which is
open six days a week, Tuesday-Sunday. The shop stocks a range of Towcester Mill's different ales, including;
•
•
•
•
•

Amarillo
Bell Ringer
Big Tun
Black Fire
Saxon Shield.

•
•
•
•
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Crooked Hooker
Mill Race
Roman Road
Rubio

Revised
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Revised plans
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Centre

A welcoming home serving the community
expressing God’s love for everyone

Plans for the Tove Valley Centre were modified in early 2019, following discussions with representatives from
the local community. The modified plans are designed to ensure that the building, will meet the needs of both
the church (Tove Valley Baptist Fellowship) and the community. The plans were submitted to South Northants
Council for approval in April.
The Tove Valley Centre will be the home of Tove Valley Baptist Fellowship as well as a community facility
available for use by individuals, families, groups and organisations from Towcester and surrounding villages.
It is to be built on Northampton Road, Towcester, between the Shires development and the new Council car
park.

If you would like more information about the Tove Valley Centre and the church’s activities, please have a
look at our website: www.tovevalleycentre.co.uk. There is a “Plans and Resources” page where you will be
able to see the building’s layout, elevations and how the building sits within the site. The “About the Centre”
page provides some detail about what will be included. We regularly update our “Home” page, so go there
from time to time and keep a track of news, or to our “Forthcoming Events” page for details of our fundraising
and other events.
We are hoping to hold a public event in September (once we are all back from our holidays) where we will be
able to give more details and information about the Tove Valley Centre as well as provide some fun activities
for the children. We have a 3D model of the TVC which will be on display at the event and hopefully in a
strategic position in town for a time afterwards. Keep an eye on local press for details.
If you are interested to learn about the church’s activities, have a look at the “TVBF” pages – “Community
Outreach” and “Children and Young People”. We expect that the new Tove Valley Centre will enable us to
deliver many of these activities more effectively and allow us to offer more, such as a Luncheon Club for older
residents from Towcester and surrounding villages.

28

Towcester Wildlife Trust Local Group
A CALL TO ARMS - The local WT Group is in danger of folding ! ! !
tĞŶĞĞĚŵŽƌĞĐŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞŵĞŵďĞƌƐƚŽƐŚĂƌĞƚŚĞŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇǁŽƌŬůŽĂĚ͘dǁŽĐƌƵĐŝĂůŵĞŵďĞƌƐ
ŽĨƚŚĞŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞŚĂǀĞŵŽǀĞĚĂǁĂǇ͕ĂŶĚ/ŶĞĞĚƚŽƌĞĚƵĐĞŵǇǁŽƌŬůŽĂĚ͘zŽƵĚŽŶŽƚŶĞĞĚ
ƚŽ ďĞ Ă ĨƵůůǇ ƉĂŝĚ ƵƉ ŵĞŵďĞƌ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ td ƚŽ ďĞ ĞůŝŐŝďůĞ͗ ƐŽŵĞŽŶĞ ǁŝƚŚ ĂŶ ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ
ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ͕ǁŚŽĐĂŶƐƉĂƌĞĂůŝƚƚůĞƚŝŵĞĞĂĐŚŵŽŶƚŚ͕ǁŽƵůĚďĞǀĞƌǇǁĂƌŵůǇǁĞůĐŽŵĞĚƚŽ
ŽƵƌ;ŶŽǁͿǀĞƌǇƐŵĂůůƚĞĂŵ͘/ĨǇŽƵƚŚŝŶŬǇŽƵĐĂŶŚĞůƉ͕ƉůĞĂƐĞĐŽŶƚĂĐƚŵĞ͘ĞƚĂŝůƐďĞůŽǁ͘
tĂƚĞƌŵĞĂĚŽǁƐDĂŶĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ'ƌŽƵƉ
dŚĞƌĞ ǁĂƐ ĂŶ ƵƉĚĂƚĞ ĨƌŽŵ ^EͬZĞĚ <ŝƚĞ ;ŽŶƐƵůƚĂŶƚƐͿ ŝŶ ĞĂƌůǇ :ƵŶĞ͕ ǁŚŝĐŚ ŝŶĨŽƌŵĞĚ ƵƐ ƚŚĂƚ ƚŚĞ 'ƌĂŶƚ ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƚŝŽŶ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ
ŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ ŐĞŶĐǇ ŚĂĚ ďĞĞŶ ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵů͘  ĨĞĂƐŝďŝůŝƚǇ ƐƚƵĚǇ ŚĂƐ ďĞĞŶ ŝŶŝƚŝĂƚĞĚ͕ ƌĞŐĂƌĚŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ƌĞƉůĂĐĞŵĞŶƚ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ;ŶŽǁ
ĚĂŶŐĞƌŽƵƐůǇĚŝƐŝŶƚĞŐƌĂƚŝŶŐͿǁĞŝƌ͘dŚĞǁĞŝƌŶĞĞĚƐƚŽďĞƌĞƉůĂĐĞĚǁŝƚŚĂƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞƚŚĂƚĂůůŽǁƐĨŝƐŚƚŽƐǁŝŵƵƉƐƚƌĞĂŵ͕ďƵƚĂůƐŽƚĂŬĞƐ
ĐĂƌĞŽĨƚŚĞdŽǀĞĨƵƌƚŚĞƌƵƉƐƚƌĞĂŵ͘dŚĞĐŽƵƌƐĞŽĨƌŝǀĞƌdŽǀĞ͕ďĞůŽǁƚŚĞƌŽĂĚǁĂƚĞƌƐƚƌĞƚĐŚŵĂǇŶĞĞĚƚŽďĞƌĞƚƵƌŶĞĚƚŽŝƚƐŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů
ƌŽƵƚĞ͘
ŶĂƉƉůŝĐĂƚŝŽŶƚŽƚŚĞ,ĞƌŝƚĂŐĞ>ŽƚƚĞƌǇ&ƵŶĚǁŝůůďĞŵĂĚĞƐŽŽŶƌĞŐĂƌĚŝŶŐƉŽƐƐŝďůĞĂĐƚŝǀŝƚŝĞƐǁŚŝĐŚĐŽƵůĚďĞĐĂƚĞƌĞĚĨŽƌŽŶƚŚĞEŽƌƚŚ
&ŝĞůĚ͘tĞǁŝůůďĞĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚŝŶŐƚŽƚŚŝƐĂƉƉůŝĐĂƚŝŽŶƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌǁŝƚŚŽƵƌŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ'ƌŽƵƉƐ͘
ƋƵŝƉŵĞŶƚĨŽƌǇŽƵƚŚŐƌŽƵƉƐ
tĞŚĂǀĞƉŽŶĚĚŝƉƉŝŶŐĂŶĚďƵŐƐǁĞĞƉŝŶŐĞƋƵŝƉŵĞŶƚ ĂŶĚůŽƚƐŽĨ/ĐŚĂƌƚƐ ĨŽƌ^ĐŚŽŽůƐ ĂŶĚǇŽƵƚŚŐƌŽƵƉƐƚŽƵƐĞ͘ ŽŶĂƚŝŽŶƐďǇ
ƉĂƌƚŝĐŝƉĂƚŝŶŐŐƌŽƵƉƐǁŝůůďĞǁĞůĐŽŵĞĚ͕ƚŽĐŽǀĞƌŐĞŶĞƌĂůǁĞĂƌĂŶĚƚĞĂƌ͘
/ĨǇŽƵĂƌĞŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚĞĚŝŶĂŶǇŽĨƚŚĞĂďŽǀĞ͕ŽƌǁŽƵůĚůŝŬĞƚŽŬŶŽǁĂŶǇŽƚŚĞƌĚĞƚĂŝůƐĂďŽƵƚŽƵƌ>ŽĐĂů'ƌŽƵƉƚŚĞŶŐĞƚŝŶƚŽƵĐŚǁŝƚŚ
ĂǀŝĚZĞĞĚŽŶϬϭϯϮϳϯϱϮϰϭϰŽƌĚƌĞĞĚƐĨŵΛƐŬǇ͘ĐŽŵ



Tidy Up Towcester
The twice-a-year Towcester Tidy Ups are well supported and very
successful, but I would like to increase the number of sessions per year.
I am hoping that we could achieve one, 2-3-hour session most months
of the year.
The Towcester Scouts and the two Primary Schools are keen to help, and
I have spoken to some of our regular volunteers, who think it is a good
idea. I am asking for more volunteers to offer 2-3 hours a year (more,
if you wish) so that regular litter picking sessions can be organised, to
cover the spaces which receive the greatest footfall. It would also give
us the opportunity, to address those areas which are usually neglected.
I will approach local employers, to see if they can support us by
releasing some employees occasionally to provide “community
service”.
All equipment will be provided, you just need to dress for the weather
and as it is deemed to be a Rotary organised event then all volunteers
are covered by Rotary’s insurance.
If any individual or local employer would like to discuss this subject,
then please contact me.
Rotarian David Reed
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01327 352414

dreedsfm@sky.com

FORTHCOMING EVENTS IN ...
Every Friday

TOWCESTER TOWN HALL
Antiques 2 Go Indoor Market

July 2019
Saturday, 6th

Towcester Handmade Fayre

August 2019
Saturday, 3rd
Sunday, 25th & Monday, 26th

Towcester Handmade Fayre
Towcester Produce Show

September 2019
Saturday, 7th
Saturday, 28th
Saturday, 28th

Towcester Handmade Fayre
The Gift Bazaar
World Challenge Fundraiser Quiz

In addition to the above, there are several weekly classes running at the Town Hall including: Zumba, Toddler
Dance, Majorettes and Rock Choir. Running bi-weekly: Jado Kuin Do.

THE SAWPITS CENTRE

(formerly Towcester Library, Richmond Road)

Mondays & Fridays
Mondays
Tuesdays (August only)
Wednesdays
Wednesdays
Wednesdays
Thursdays

10 – 11:15 am
7 – 8 pm
7 – 9pm
9:30 – 11:30 am
2 – 3 pm
4 – 8 pm
8:30 – 11:30 am

First & Third Sundays 10 am

Viv’s Yoga (to book, please call Vivien on 07941 547160)
Tai Chi (to book, please call Nina on 07980 935889
Nessa’s Yoga (vanessa@vbvibes.co.uk/ 07899 997326)
Cha Char Chimps (www.facebook.com/ccctowcester)
Parkinson’s UK Gentle Exercise Group
MKCA Cheerleading (www.mkcheerleadingacademy.co.uk)
Towcester Country Market
(www.facebook.com/TowcesterCountryMarket)
Towcester Hub Church Plant (http://www.towcesterhub.org.uk)

In addition to the above, several local groups/organisations hold regular meetings in the Sawpits Centre;
Towcester Evening W.I., Towcester & District Art Society, The Alzheimer’s Society, Towcester Choral Society,
Towcester U3A and more. See the Sawpits Centre & Town Centre noticeboards for all weekly activities.
For further information, please contact the Town Council Offices on 01327 350995
or visit the Town Council’s website www.towcester-tc.gov.uk

Towcester Town Crier Deadlines
Issue
March
May
July
October
December

Advertising
deadline
24th January
24th March
24th May
24th August
24th October

Editorial
Deadline
31st January
31st March
31st May
31st August
31st October

Towcester Town Crier is published by Towcester Town Council and is open to
contributions from all organisations and individuals in the town. We operate a strict
deadline for advertising / copy and materials will not be accepted after these dates.
Copy should be sent to Elizabeth Cox / Elizabeth Bucklow-Holt at the Town Council Office
(tel: 01327 350995; email: towncouncil@towcester-tc.gov.uk). For advertising, please
contact Jim Lynch (tel: 01327 350899). Articles appearing contain the views of the
person submitting the item and are not necessarily the views of the Town Council.
The Town Council’s website is www.towcester-tc.gov.uk.
Printed by R1 Print & Design, Silverstone.
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Towcester Royal British Legion
Armed Forces Day was officially on Saturday, 29th June. SNC raised their flag at The Forum on Monday 24th June and the RBL and the Towcester Army Cadets
raised their Armed Forces Flag at the Town Hall on Wednesday 26th June.
The Summer BBQ and fundraiser took place at the Sports & Social Club on Sunday 30th June.
Forthcoming Meetings
•
Tuesday, 9th July : An illustrated talk on the WW1 naval battle which took place on a lake in the middle of Africa.
•
No meeting in August.
•
Tuesday, 10th September : details to be confirmed
Other events:
Thursday, 11th July : The final event of the WW1 Commemoration Committee will take place on Thursday 11th July, 7pm in The Towcester Library. There will be
three separate speakers, Martin Marix-Evans on the conflicts after the Armistice, Brian Giggins on the Home Front immediately after the return of the troops and
myself giving a brief history of the RBL, the Poppy Appeal and the events leading to the internment of the Unknown Soldier.
Our move to The Mill only lasted four months as there were issues with the use of the Turbine Room so we now meet once a month on the second Tuesday
of the month at the Sports & Social Club on Swinneyford Road for a 7.30pm start and all are welcome, you do not have to have served in the Armed
Services to become a member of the RBL. Some of the services provided by the RBL can only be offered to ex- or current serving personnel or their dependants,
but that stipulation does not apply to anyone wanting to become a member. So, pop along to our next meeting and see for yourself: you’ll be made very welcome.
David Reed, Poppy Appeal Organiser

dreedsfm@sky.com 07970 597044

01327 352414

Towcester
Farmers Market
Market - The
Relaunch!
Towcester
Farmers
- The
Relaunch!
Friday, September 13th will see a new look to the monthly
Towcester Farmers Market.
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If you want to get involved, please contact the market manager, Nick
Holder, on 01327 352647 or by e-mail: - nickholder@btinternet.com
The Farmers Market is run by Towcester and District Lions Club as a
fund-raising event and is held on the 2nd Friday of every month.
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Fri 11.30am to 12.30pm
NN7 3BU
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LITCHBOROUGH LOOP – CIRCULAR WALK
Distance: 4.3 miles
Surface: Varied
Difficulty: Moderate

Northamptonshire offers a surprising variety of landscapes from the rolling hills in
the north, to the scenic vistas and amazing woodlands in the south. If you add the
Grand Union Canal with its many towpaths and quaint little villages that are secreted
in history, it is no wonder that they call this county the “Hidden Cotswolds”.
This is a moderate walk as the countryside in this area is quite hilly, especially
for Northampton villages, but the unspoilt villages of Church Stowe, Upper
Stowe and Litchborough are certainly worth the extra effort.
► Start at The Old Red Lion pub in Litchborough. They are very welcoming and offer
a range of ales, wines and the food is sourced locally. Follow the main road towards
the local play park with the glorious Grade II listed St Martins Church behind you.
► As you follow the footpaths signs into the park it is a case of keeping bearing right,
up and down fields, across stiles, over ploughed fields, small footbridges and gaps
in hedges. It is well worth keeping an eye out for all sorts of wildlife on this walk. I
have often seen buzzards, kites, kestrels and wrens, as well as gorgeous little lambs.
One point to note is that you are likely to cross a field or two of cows, so please be
wary of this if you have a dog with you.
► You will see Upper Stowe in the distance and yes, you have a hill to climb before
you can be rewarded with a cuppa and perhaps a slice of cake at The Old Dairy
Farm. Take your time to explore the various unique selections of shops and crafts
as well as the fabulous restaurant and tearoom.

► Turn right as you leave the Old Dairy Farm and look out for another footpath sign on the right-hand side. This will take you onto a little path that will emerge into the
most wonderful views of Northamptonshire. Now is the time to snap photos of bouncing lambs and fantastic vistas.
► As you make your way to Church Stowe you will actually turn left following the footpath before you reach the village itself. Those little boxes to your right are not
hedgehog houses, but beehives, so beware! Continue along the footpath until you reach the B-road, where you will turn left. There is now a short walk along this quiet
road, but if you are tired then you can always take five mins on the bench and enjoy the views.
► Look out for a green footpath sign on the left and then once again you are on a trail of stiles and well-trodden routes through open fields. You are making your way back
to Litchborough and you can see the village in the distance. The views on the way back are absolutely amazing and I urge you to turn around every now and then to
capture the scenery behind you.
► As you head back, you now have a few steep declines, so if you have your walking poles with you, now is the time to use them! The final uphill into the village will take
you across two large fields which house livestock. These particular cows are rather inquisitive, so be aware that they may want to come over to say hello.
► As you make your way along the road back into the village, you can take a few minutes to explore the church that dates back to the 13th & 14th century. There is a war
memorial on the green and if you wanted to explore the village then you will be able to see (through the wrought iron gates), Litchborough Hall, which is closed to the public
and only opened during the National Gardens Scheme.
Check out our latest guided walks: https://adventuregeek.co.uk/events
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