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The Mayor of Towcester invites you on a journey with…



Doors open 6:30 pm
Wednesday 4th December
Towcester Town Hall

Show to be live streamed
to Northampton General Hospital
and St Cripsins Retirement Village!
Tickets: £10 per person, Under 11’s £5 available from Colemans Stationers
All proceeds to benefit the Mayor’s charities: Towcester C of E Primary,
Nicholas Hawksmoor Primary & Towcester Town Football Club
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A word from the Mayor…
In this edition of our Town Crier, I would like to introduce you to my Town Mayor’s Charities.
I have chosen three local charities, that will benefit from my fundraising events over my term of office.
FoToPs or Friends of Towcester Primary School. They are a group of volunteers who help raise
money for the school and its pupils. This is generally done by holding fetes, raffles, cake sales, but also
includes lots of other fun events. They are on a mission to raise £10,000 to provide a new library for the
whole school to use.
FoNHS or Friends of Nicholas Hawksmoor School is a dedicated group of volunteers that work
tirelessly for all the pupils at Nicholas Hawksmoor Primary School. They raise funds to provide equipment
and facilities for the School. This year FONHS are raising money towards, among other things, a new
minibus for the school, which will enable them to transport children to and from educational activities.
It will come as no surprise that Towcester Town Football Club is my third charity that will receive money
from fundraising during my mayoral year. The Club has grown tremendously since its reformation in 2014
and is generously sponsored by many local businesses. Fundraising goes towards the purchase of new
kit and equipment and the club is building funds in readiness for creating the club's own pitches when
land becomes available.
I look forward to seeing you all at my fundraising events in support of these charities, including the Dick Whittington
Pantomime on Wednesday 4th December and the Christmas Fayre on Saturday, 14 th December. I am also excited about
planning my Abba-themed Mayor’s Ball next March. Please put the date Saturday, 28th March 2020 in your diaries
and look out for more updates on www.facebook.com/TowcesterMayor and on posters around the town in the New
Year.
Like many charities, these are all run by volunteers. As a volunteer myself, working on behalf of Towcester Town FC for
seven years, I understand being a volunteer is not for everyone, unless they are totally dedicated to their cause. It can
be very frustrating at times, especially trying to raise funds; but the rewards usually outweigh the challenges. Hundreds
of volunteers work very hard within our community to help all sorts of activities take place in Towcester. Without them,
our town would be much the poorer and I would like to thank every volunteer out there for their hard work and devotion
to each of their voluntary groups and those they support.
Following on from this. I am delighted to introduce the Town Mayor’s
Citizen Award. Do you know any unsung heroes whose praises
you'd like to sing? I would like your help in finding people who have
given up their own time to make an outstanding contribution to the
life of Towcester and who add significantly to the quality of life of
those they help. If you have someone in mind, please turn to page
33 for more details and to complete a nomination form.
This autumn I have spent a lot of time with various
carers, businesspeople and The Alzheimer’s Society,
discussing how we can make Towcester a Dementia
Friendly town. I am very pleased with all the positive
feedback I have received. I am delighted to be able to
invite all local business owners, managers and staff
to a Dementia Friends session at Towcester Town Hall at 7pm
on Monday, 27th January 2020. The aim is to offer best practise
guidance so organisations can work towards becoming dementia
friendly. If you would like to take part, please email me on
towcestertownmayor@mail.com for further information.
And finally. From my family to yours, I would like to wish you all a
Very Merry Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New Year.
Cllr Lisa Samiotis
Towcester Town Mayor

It was a great honour as Mayor to lay the wreath
on the war memorial at this year’s Remembrance
service on behalf of the Town Council.
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The Tove Valley Centre – keeping up to date with progress
It was lovely to meet so many people at the Towcester Library on
Saturday 26th October at our Information Event. Thank you to everyone
who came along and took the opportunity to talk with us about the Tove
Valley Centre, which is soon to be built on Northampton Road,
Towcester. The architect’s plans and artist’s impression of the building
were on display and enabled people to appreciate how useful the building
will be to the local community. The 3D “to scale” model helped to
complete the picture and showed the large auditorium that we hope to
build in the future as funds become available.
Many of the children that came along were able to take part in the building
themed activities. Making a Duplo building in 5 minutes whilst blindfolded
was particularly popular
popu with older children whilst the colouring activities
were enjoyed by participants of all ages. Coffee and cookies were a hit
too, so thank you all our bakers that provided them.
If you were unable to come along on Saturday and want to know more
about the
th Tove Valley Centre Project, check out our website
www.tovevalleycentre.co.uk or email contact@tovevalleycentre.co.uk
with any specific questions. Also, keep an eye on local press for updates
as well as for details of fundraising and other events in 2020 that will offer
further opportunities to find out more about the Project and its progress.
If you are a local business owner and would like to support this important
project by helping with the fit out of the building or landscaping of the
grounds, please contact us via contact@tovevalleycentre.co.uk so
that we can explain what we require. We will be pleased to explain what
we can offer you in return for your support.

Towcester Choral Society
presents

'A Celebration of Christmas'
7:30pm, Saturday, 14th December 2019
St Lawrence Church

With festive music and readings, this year’s
Christmas concert is sure to get you in the festive
spirit. With our fantastic choir filling St Lawrence
Church with such wonderful music, readings and
the smells of mulled wine and mince pies, it’s sure
to be a concert not to miss.
As always, our fantastic choir is led by Helen Swift
and accompanied by the talented Rowena Gibbons.
Featuring music by Karl Jenkins, we have lots of
wonderful festive carols and songs, old and new
which you will be able to sing, hum and tap along to.
Tickets priced £15 (Adults) or £7.50 (Under 16’s)
are available by calling 01908 542815 or by email
from
tickets@towcesterchoralsociety.org.uk.
The concert starts at 7:30pm with an interval with
festive refreshments.
For further queries, please visit our website
www.towcesterchoralsociety.org.uk or our social
media page on Facebook @Towcesterchoral
SAVE THE DATE - PALM SUNDAY 2020
Our 2020 Easter Concert will take place at St Lawrence Church,
Towcester on Palm Sunday, 5th April. The program will include,
Cantique de Jean Racine, Ave Verum Corpus, and Faure's
Requiem.
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Tove Valley Cycling Club
A new cycling club has been formed in Towcester.
The Tove Valley Cycling Club holds unhurried club
runs on Sundays into the quiet lanes of South
Northamptonshire and North Buckinghamshire
along with parts of Oxfordshire and Warwickshire.
These rides use the less motor trafficked and
scenic roads and villages that we are lucky enough
to enjoy in our area.
Tearing around, ride pace and mindless chasing
of KOMs and QOMs is not what we are about. A
day out, well most of the day, in like-minded
company with one or two refreshment stops is our
thing. A degree of self-reliance is required along
with the usual on the road spares, but help will
always be given in emergencies. A cycle helmet is
a must along with a well-maintained cycle.
The club runs are led by experienced and knowledgeable members. The club is actively avoiding the onerous
and unnecessary 'club rules' scenario. A very modest annual subscription is asked for. At the end of the year
the accounts are drawn down to zero and all left over monies will go to a charity. This year the local air
ambulance will be the recipient.
If you think you are 'fit' for the above and would like more information, please call Mick Holliday 01327 350498
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TOWCESTER EVENING WI
Towcester Evening WI would like to welcome all new residents to Towcester and hope you will enjoy living in our town.
We are an active group of ladies and part of the National Federation of WIs (www.thewi.org.uk). The WI is a non-political, nonreligious organisation and campaigns on many national and global issues. As well as our monthly meetings we have a team of ladies
who work tirelessly to keep the town’s planters looking good and we run a regular sociable craft group. You would be most welcome
at any of our meetings which are held on the 1st Thursday monthly at the Sawpits Centre in Richmond Road at 7.30pm.
For more details, check out our WI on Facebook: www.facebook.com/TowcesterEveningWI1971 or ring our President Sue
Hamilton on 01327 350822 or 07805 902865 or email suehamilton8487@gmail.com
TOWCESTER EVENING WI – 2020 PROGRAMME
9th January

Members Christmas Lunch

2nd July

Glenys Grimshaw
Showing her Russian Dolls collection

6th February

Andy Tennett
“The Life and Influence of Queen Eleanor of Castille”

6th August

Harriette Thomas
“The Owl and Healing”

5th March

Rev Will Adams
“The work of the Samaritans”

3rd September

Rengin Arslan-Howson
“Istanbul “

2nd April

Shireen Belly Dance Troupe
Demo with talk and audience participation!

1st October

Annual Meeting

7th May

National Resolutions

5th November

Alison Grantham
Gift wrapping Ideas & Inspiration

4th June

Lucy May
“Fabulous Fabric Footwear Makeovers”

3rd December

Rosemary Wooler & Daisy
Pets as Therapy

TOWCESTER EVENING WI GARDENING CLUB
With help from our generous sponsors and the Town
Council watering team, our six planters have looked very
colourful all through the summer.
We have now completed the winter planting and hope the
plants and bulbs will continue to brighten up the dull days
and help make the town a pleasant place to live and to visit.
Pupils from Towcester C of E Primary School were our able
and willing helpers when more daffodil bulbs were planted
at Sawpits Centre. We look forward to seeing the flowers in
the Spring.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all our
sponsors of the WI Floral Planters:
•
•
•
•
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CED Accountancy Ltd
John White Funeral Directors
Andrew Gordon & Co Licensed Conveyancers
D W Roberts Opticians.
Margaret Knowlton
On behalf of TEWI Gardening Club

New Archery Club Takes Aim
From spring 2020, Towcester will have an
Archery club.
In August, town resident Dean Edwards posted on
the Towcester Community Facebook Group, to
say that he was thinking of starting an Archery
club and wanted to gauge the level of interest in
the town. After a fantastic response, an initial
committee was formed with other town residents
already involved in the sport, and the process of
looking for potential venues and applying for
funding began.
In early October, Towcestrians Sports Club invited
us along for a chat. The timing of which was
perfect, as Tows are in the early stages of
developing a further eight acres of additional
land, vastly expanding their facilities. The plans
included a patch of land beyond the new cricket
pitch which would make an ideal Archery range.
With the development timings going to plan, the
club will be based at Towcestrians from next spring
once the groundworks are complete.
Archery is an active, inclusive, accessible sport
that can be enjoyed by the whole family. We
would love Towcester Archers to grow to become
a fun and sociable club; one that encourages
personal enjoyment first and foremost, along with
personal progression and friendly competition.
Being a part of Towcestrians gives us a great
opportunity to achieve these goals. Very few
sports are as diverse as Archery. Whether the aim
is to compete in tournaments, or to simply shoot a
few arrows to relax after a busy week, Archery
can be as serious or relaxed as you like. There are
several bow styles that archery clubs are generally
made up of: Olympic style Recurve, Recurve
barebow, Compound, alongside traditional bow
styles such as Longbow and Flatbow.
Anyone thinking of joining any archery club, will
need to have completed an archery beginners’
course before being able to shoot. The club will be
offering beginners courses once we are up and
running, and hopefully organising at least one
course before next April. In the meantime, lessons
and courses are available at Indoor Archery Ltd.
in Brackmills, Northampton. They also offer taster
sessions for anyone just wanting to have a go to
find out if they enjoy it.
For more information about the club or the sport, visit our website www.towcesterarchers.co.uk
or get in touch via out Facebook page. www.facebook.com/towcesterarchers
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OLD TOWCESTER 32 - A crypt full of bones
Just before the start of WW1, George T Smith,
the local historian and coin collector, recalled
how in about 1870, during his youth, he would
visit Towcester churchyard and look down
through the unglazed windows at the bottom of
the chancel wall. There he saw a mass of
exposed human remains inside. What he was
looking at was the crypt underneath the altar of
the church that was constructed when the
Chancel was enlarged in the late 14 th or early
15th century.

“When I entered the Crypt first, I noted on the
outside wall above one of the windows, a square
stone in the wall, either weather worn or
mutilated. Was it formerly an inscribed one
telling in Latin of the building of the Crypt and
Chancel, to what purpose, and whom if a chapel,
was it dedicated, by whom built? Care was
required in descending the steps, as they had
crumbled away.
Many queries suggest themselves, as one looks
around this semi-underground apartment. with
its unglazed windows, and the neglect apparent
on the mutilated stone coffin deposited here; on
the decay which Time's hand has effected; on the
fine vaulted roof, with its groins springing from
the top stone of its square central pier, on the
disused aumbry or locker; on the arched recess
in the East wall.”

as far as I could make out a winged figure of
Victory supporting a wounded soldier. The other
piece was a Nuremberg token or Abbey piece.
There were also pieces of pottery of various
kinds including a piece of what would appear to
be a very shallow vessel red in colour and glazed
on the inside. After they had levelled the earth I
myself picked up a fragment of Roman cinerary
urn. Other items were numerous pieces of tile of
an ornamental kind. on two pieces I noted the
design was heraldic for it was that of a winged
Griffin (rampant).”

32c – The spring of the vaulting from the central
pillar

32a – Present entrance to the crypt
For some centuries this partially subterranean
room must have been the place where the sexton
would have hidden all the skulls and bones dug
up from earlier burials to get them out of view
before the relatives of the newly deceased would
gather together around the open grave to pay
their last respects.
The graveyard would have been full before the
reign of Henry VIII. If we assume that
Towcester had an average population of at least
500 people during the medieval and post
medieval periods, it is likely that over 20,000
people had been buried in this comparatively
small area before the grave yard was enlarged
and the public cemetery was opened in 1886.
With the opening of the cemetery the use of the
crypt as a charnel house was no longer a
requirement and shortly after 1900 it was
decided to clear it out and re-use it for church
purposes. In 1905-6 extensive works to the
chancel were undertaken including restoring the
crypt; the dated rainwater hopper on the north
side records this.

George Smith visited the crypt in December
1905 to take photographs before work started.
Although his photographs do not appear to have
survived his account of the visit does, and
provides with much valuable information:

32b – The stairs leading into the crypt and part
of the bench
The works included exposing the foundations of
the chancel:
“The excavation was carried down to a depth of
8 feet and a half from the surface, and the
surface of the Earth was a Potent reminder of
the frailty of human nature for it was plentifully
besprinkled with the human remains of all sizes.
But there was something else to be seen which
undoubtedly was interesting and to elucidate
which wanted someone well versed in such work.
It was a stone wall reaching halfway up the
excavation and as exposed at each end of it at,
and to all appearances extending beyond it in a
northerly and southerly direction raised the
question as to its origin and use.”
“A few things were found among the soil, some
old coins only two of which I saw. One was a
small Roman bronze very much disfigured by the
damp soil, but still the head of the emperor could
be discerned on the obverse on the reverse was
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From this account it looks as if the east wall of
the chancel lies on top of a wall belonging to the
Roman building known to be beneath the church
and which was initially discovered by Sir Henry
Dryden when the boiler house was dug out in
1883. The stone coffin referred to was probably
the one found during this work. I am not certain
what the foundation arches mentioned were.
Could they have also been Roman? What the
account does show is that the much-restored
locker, seats and windows are original and not
added during the 1905-6 restoration. These
would not have been included if the crypt had
been originally built as a charnel house. My best
guess is that the crypt was constructed as a
medieval vestry used by the rector and other
priests taking the services. If I am correct, then
it would have been used by Archdeacon Sponne,
who could well have been responsible for having
it built.

32d – Photograph taken shortly after 1905-6
restoration showing the locker or aumbry and
window
Brian Giggins
(Sources: Northampton Herald dated 22nd & 29th
March 1912)
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tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇϭϭƚŚĞĐĞŵďĞƌ

WĂƌƚǇƚŝŵĞĨŽƌŵĞŵďĞƌƐĂŶĚŐƵĞƐƚƐ͕ƉůƵƐŝŶƚƌŝŐƵŝŶŐĞŶƚĞƌƚĂŝŶŵĞŶƚďǇ^ƚĞǀĞŝŵŵĞƌ͗“Yule Be Surprised”
dŚĞEĂƚŝŽŶĂů>ĞĂƚŚĞƌŽůůĞĐƚŝŽŶǁŝƚŚWŚŝůŝƉtĂƌŶĞƌ

tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇϴƚŚ:ĂŶƵĂƌǇ

ƵŶŝƋƵĞƚĂůŬĂďŽƵƚĂƵŶŝƋƵĞĐŽůůĞĐƚŝŽŶ͘/ƚǁŝůůĨĞĂƚƵƌĞĂŶŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐƚŝŽŶƚŽƚŚĞEĂƚŝŽŶĂůŽůůĞĐƚŝŽŶ͕ƚŚĞ
Museum’s history and how it came to be in Northampton. Philip will also briefly cover leather
ŵĂŶƵĨĂĐƚƵƌĞĂŶĚƚŚĞůĞĂƚŚĞƌŝŶĚƵƐƚƌǇ͘
dŚĞ,ŝƐƚŽƌǇŽĨdŽǇƐǁŝƚŚZŽŐĞƌƌŽǁŶ

tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇϱƚŚ&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ

ZŽŐĞƌǁĂƐĨŽƌŵĞƌůǇďƌĂŶĚŵĂŶĂŐĞƌĂƚDĞƚƚŽǇŝŶEŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶĂŶĚǁŝůůƚĂůŬĂďŽƵƚƐŽŵĞŽĨƚŚĞƚŽǇƐǁĞ
ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌĨƌŽŵŽƵƌĐŚŝůĚŚŽŽĚ͘,ĞǁŝůůďƌŝŶŐĂƚĂďůĞĨƵůŽĨƚŽǇƐĨƌŽŵƚŚĞƉĂƐƚ͕ŵĂŶǇĨĂŵŝůŝĂƌ͕ƐŽŵĞŶŽƚ
ƐŽ͘dŚĞǇǁŝůůŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐŽŵĞŵĂĚĞŚĞƌĞŝŶƚŚĞĐŽƵŶƚǇ͘
DĞĞƚŝŶŐƐĂƌĞŚĞůĚĂƚƚŚĞZŝǀĞƌƐŝĚĞZĞƐŽƵƌĐĞĞŶƚƌĞŝŶ/ƐůŝŶŐƚŽŶZŽĂĚ͕dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͕Ăƚϳ͘ϯϬƉŵ͘dŚĞƌĞŝƐĂĨĞĞŽĨ
άϯĨŽƌŶŽŶͲŵĞŵďĞƌƐ͘&ŽƌĨƵƌƚŚĞƌŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇƉůĞĂƐĞĐŽŶƚĂĐƚĂǀŝĚtŝůĐŽĐŬŽŶϬϭϯϮϳϯϱϭϳϴϮ
ŽƌWĞƚĞƌ:ŽŶĞƐŽŶϬϭϯϮϳϯϱϳϵϱϮ͘
1. 1876

2. Archdeacon Sponne

3. Edward the Elder
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Quiz answers :

4. 1948

5. Prince Rupert



Christmas Services 2019
dŚĞƌĞĂƌĞĂǀĂƌŝĞƚǇŽĨƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐŝŶdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌƚŽŚĞůƉǇŽƵĐĞůĞďƌĂƚĞŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ
ͲƚŚĞĐŽŵŝŶŐŽĨŚƌŝƐƚŽƵƌ^ĂǀŝŽƵƌŝŶƚŽƚŚĞǁŽƌůĚ͘
WůĞĂƐĞĚŽũŽŝŶƵƐŽŶĂŶǇŽĐĐĂƐŝŽŶĂŶĚǁĞŚŽƉĞǇŽƵǁŝůůĨĞĞůǁĞůĐŽŵĞĚĂŶĚďůĞƐƐĞĚ͊

6:30 pm Thursday 19th December

Carols in the Square with Towcester Studio Band

St. Mary’s, Easton Neston, NN12 7HS
ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐǀĞ
ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐǀĞ



dƵĞϮϰƚŚĞĐĞŵďĞƌ
dƵĞƐĚĂǇϮϰƚŚĞĐĞŵďĞƌ
^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇϰƚŚ:ĂŶƵĂƌǇ




ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐǀĞ
ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐǀĞ
ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐĂǇ




^ƵŶĚĂǇϭƐƚĞĐĞŵďĞƌ
^ƵŶĚĂǇϴƚŚĞĐĞŵďĞƌ
^ƵŶĚĂǇϮϮŶĚĞĐĞŵďĞƌ
dƵĞƐĚĂǇϮϰƚŚĞĐĞŵďĞƌ
dƵĞƐĚĂǇϮϰƚŚĞĐĞŵďĞƌ
tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇϮϱƚŚĞĐĞŵďĞƌ
^ƵŶĚĂǇϮϵƚŚĞĐĞŵďĞƌ
^ƵŶĚĂǇϮϵƚŚĞĐĞŵďĞƌ


ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐĂǇ


^ƵŶĚĂǇϭϱƚŚĞĐĞŵďĞƌ
ϲ͗ϬϬƉŵ
tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇϮϱƚŚĞĐĞŵďĞƌ ϭϭ͗ϭϱĂŵ



ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐĂǇ

^ƵŶĚĂǇϭϱƚŚĞĐĞŵďĞƌ
ϭϬ͗ϯϬĂŵ
ϭϬ͗ϯϬĂŵ
^ƵŶĚĂǇϮϮŶĚĞĐĞŵďĞƌ
tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇϮϱƚŚĞĐĞŵďĞƌ ϭϬ͗ϬϬĂŵ

ϯ͗ϬϬƉŵ
ϲ͗ϬϬƉŵ


ƌŝď^ĞƌǀŝĐĞ
ĂƌŽůƐΘ,ŽůǇŽŵŵƵŶŝŽŶ
ƉŝƉŚĂŶǇŽŵŵƵŶŝŽŶ

ϰ͗ϬϬƉŵ
Ϯ͗ϯϬ–ϰ͗ϯϬƉŵ
ϲ͗ϬϬƉŵ
ϰ͗ϬϬƉŵ
ϭϭ͗ϬϬƉŵ
ϵ͗ϯϬĂŵ
ϴ͗ϬϬĂŵ
ϭϭ͗ϬϬĂŵ

ŚƌŝƐƚŝŶŐůĞ
&ĂŵŝůǇŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐƌĂĨƚƐ
EŝŶĞ>ĞƐƐŽŶƐΘĂƌŽůƐďǇĂŶĚůĞůŝŐŚƚ
ƌŝď^ĞƌǀŝĐĞ
ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐŶŝŐŚƚŽŵŵƵŶŝŽŶ
&ĂŵŝůǇŽŵŵƵŶŝŽŶ
,ŽůǇŽŵŵƵŶŝŽŶ
ĞŶĞĨŝĐĞ^ĞƌǀŝĐĞĂƚ'ƌĞĞŶƐEŽƌƚŽŶ

^ƚ>ĂǁƌĞŶĐĞ͕dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͕EEϭϮϲzz

^ƚƵŐƵƐƚŝŶĞ͕ĂůĚĞĐŽƚĞ͕EEϭϮϴ'

ĂƌŽů^ĞƌǀŝĐĞ
ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐŽŵŵƵŶŝŽŶ

DĞƚŚŽĚŝƐƚŚƵƌĐŚ͕ƌĂĐŬůĞǇZŽĂĚ͕EEϭϮϲ,

^ĞƌǀŝĐĞůĞĚďǇDƌƐ:ŽǆǁĞůů
ĂƌŽů^ĞƌǀŝĐĞůĞĚďǇZĞǀWĂƚKůŝǀĞŶƚͲ,ĂǇĞƐ
‘Step into the light of Christmas’
;ũŽŝŶƚƐĞƌǀŝĐĞǁŝƚŚdŽǀĞsĂůůĞǇĂƉƚŝƐƚ&ĞůůŽǁƐŚŝƉͿ



^ƚdŚŽŵĂƐDŽƌĞ͕DĞĞƚŝŶŐ>ĂŶĞ͕EEϭϮϲ:y

ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐǀĞ
ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐǀĞ
ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐĂǇ


dƵĞƐĚĂǇϮϰƚŚĞĐĞŵďĞƌ
ϱ͗ϯϬƉŵ
ϳ͗ϬϬƉŵ
dƵĞƐĚĂǇϮϰƚŚĞĐĞŵďĞƌ
tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇϮϱƚŚĞĐĞŵďĞƌ ϭϭ͗ϬϬĂŵ





ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐĂǇ

^ƵŶĚĂǇϭϱƚŚĞĐĞŵďĞƌ
^ƵŶĚĂǇϮϮŶĚĞĐĞŵďĞƌ
^ƵŶĚĂǇϮϮŶĚĞĐĞŵďĞƌ
^ƵŶĚĂǇϮϮŶĚĞĐĞŵďĞƌ
tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇϮϱƚŚĞĐĞŵďĞƌ

ϱ͗ϬϬƉŵ
ϭϬ͗ϯϬĂŵ
ϲ͗ϬϬƉŵ
ϴ͗ϯϬƉŵ
ϭϬ͗ϬϬĂŵ



&ƌŝĚĂǇϮϳƚŚĞĐĞŵďĞƌ

ϭϬ͗ϯϬĂŵ

Children’s Christmas Vigil Mass
sŝŐŝůDĂƐƐĨŽƌŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ
ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐĂǇDĂƐƐ



dŽǀĞsĂůůĞǇĂƉƚŝƐƚ&ĞůůŽǁƐŚŝƉ͕^ĞƌǀŝĐĞƐĂƚEŝĐŚŽůĂƐ,ĂǁŬƐŵŽŽƌ^ĐŚŽŽů͕EEϭϮϲ:
‘Celebrating Christingle’ Nicholas Hawksmoor School
WŽƉhƉŶĂƚŝǀŝƚǇĨŽƌĂůůͲĂŐĞƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ
ĂƌŽůƐďǇĂŶĚůĞůŝŐŚƚ–‘The light at the centre of Christmas’
ĞĞƌĂŶĚĂƌŽůƐŝŶdŚĞWůŽƵŐŚ͕tĂƚůŝŶŐ^ƚƌĞĞƚ
‘Step into the light of Christmas’
;ũŽŝŶƚƐĞƌǀŝĐĞǁŝƚŚdŚĞDĞƚŚŽĚŝƐƚŚƵƌĐŚ͕ƌĂĐŬůĞǇZŽĂĚͿ
‘Following the Star’ Weston Chapel
Ͳsupporting Spurgeon’s Children’s centres across the UK

Chef required for Christmas Day Meal
A free Christmas Day meal is provided at the Chantry for people within the Towcester community who would otherwise be on their own or
unable to cook a meal for themselves. We are currently looking for a Chef so that this annual event can continue this Christmas. Full support will be
provided with volunteers preparing everything that you require for the day as well as assisting where required on Christmas Day. This is a voluntary role,
but all food will be provided, full support provided, and expenses covered. Timings: On Christmas Day itself, the meal starts with the soup served at
1:00 pm. The chef can plan for themselves how they want everything done prior to that, with volunteers being assigned to the tasks. This will include
support in the kitchen on Christmas Eve. If you are not a chef but would like to help in some way, then please also get in touch for further details.
Please contact the Chantry Office: parishoffice@stlawrence1.mail1.co.uk or 01327 350459
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TOVE BENEFICE NEWS
It feels slightly strange writing this article to introduce myself
as the new Rector of the Tove Benefice. Whilst it is true, I
am new to this appointment, I am also already known
around the town as the curate who arrived expecting a baby!
Five years on that baby has just started primary school, our
middle son has started his A-levels and our eldest has just
started his three-year degree apprenticeship with RollsRoyce. Most importantly, we are absolutely delighted to get
to stay and minister to some amazing communities, as well
as become the first female rector to hold post in the benefice
– some of my predecessors might turn in their grave at that
fact!
The Tove Benefice takes in the four parishes and five
churches of St Michael’s in Bradden, St Mary’s in Easton
Neston, St Bartholomew’s in Greens Norton, St Lawrence in
Towcester and St Augustine in Caldecote.
On the 21st September you may have heard the bells ringing
out for a three-hour peal in recognition of my licensing as
Rector that afternoon. At the service, the Studio Band
played Guardian of my Soul by Darren Shaw and the
Benefice Choir and friends sang Sanctuary of Grace by
Joseph Martin. It was a wonderfully supported event
including family and friends as well as representatives from
across the congregations and the wider community.
During the service the Bishop of Brixworth John Holbrook
read the charge and invited me to share in ‘cure of souls’
for the four parishes. What that means is I am not just here
for those who are already Christian or those who come to
church on Sunday. I am here for everyone. For those of all
faiths and none. I am here to serve you and care for you.
I’m here to celebrate in your joys and share in your sorrows.
Our churches are widely open for you to pop in and sit
awhile. If you see me around town please do say hello and
introduce yourself – I can’t promise to remember
everyone’s name, but I will try.
The role of Rector is not something I do on my own. I have
support from an amazing ministry team - Revd Lulu Pelly,
our Licenced Lay Ministers John, Mary, Jane and Dawn, as
well as our Children and Families Worker Claire. Together
we are looking forward to this new stage in the life of the
Benefice.
Revd Paula Challen
Rector
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Local language class provider is a winner in the National What's On 4 Kids Awards 2019

The winners for the prestigious ‘What's On 4 Kids Awards 2019’ with Morton
Michel have now been announced - and Kidslingo’s Fran Fleming from
Towcester is amongst them!
Over more than a decade, the What’s On 4 Kids Awards have been celebrating
the UK's most exceptional clubs and classes as nominated and voted for by the
experts – parents and carers. This year parents and carers cast a massive
80,000 votes and Kidslingo was crowned a ‘Most Loved’ winner in 5 categories.
Not only did Kidslingo win the UK’s overall Most Loved Creative and Academic
Activity, but local teacher and Kidslingo franchisee Fran Fleming was officially
the winner in the Most Loved Activity Leader in the East of England category.
Fran received the most overall votes by parents and carers in that category and

received their award at the glittering ceremony on 11th October hosted by
NatWest.
Fran runs many French classes across the South Northants region, teaching
over 280 children per week aged 0-11 years in venues, schools and nurseries.
Kidslingo’s whole approach to language learning is centred around fun and play
with topics ranging from superheroes to under the sea, wild animal adventure
to circus performers. The innovative Kidslingo programme combines songs,
games, Makaton, storytelling and drama.
Fran from KidslingoFranFleming, said: "I am over the Moon to have won this
award! I am passionate about teaching languages to children from as young as
possible and I want to inspire local children to love language learning for life!
Speaking a second or third language opens a world of opportunities for our
children and does amazing things for brain development.”
Anna Neville, Kidslingo CEO & Founder said: “Fran is an experienced and
captivating teacher dedicated to inspiring young children to learn languages,
and we are thrilled to have her on the Kidslingo team. She is passionate,
dedicated and a credit to our franchise. A massive congratulations to her for
this well-deserved award.”
Sue Lee, Managing Director for the sponsor Morton Michel, sent her
congratulations: ‘We know just how dedicated, passionate and hardworking the
people who make children's activities possible are and we are honoured to
support these awards that shine a light on the very best. Congratulations from
all of us at Morton Michel!’
Nick Howe, Regional Enterprise Manager for NatWest Business Banking in
London & South East, added: ‘At NatWest we are keen to support growing
businesses - the lifeblood of the UK economy - by being more than just a
provider of financial services. We are delighted therefore to be the official hosts
for the 13th National What’s On 4 Kids Awards! We congratulate all those many
businesses that made it through to the exciting final stage and celebrated with
us at our London Bishopsgate HQ.’
What's On 4 Kids Managing Director, Sam Willoughby, concludes: ‘Each and
every year it’s a pleasure to welcome back so many activities, keen to be part
of these National awards once again but it’s also so exciting to see the new
nominees from this thriving sector being showcased for the first time. We know
from parents’ testimonials how clubs, classes and individual leaders have such
a positive impact on the lives of their children and it’s an honour therefore to
publicly recognise and celebrate these activity providers in this way. Huge
thank you to NatWest, Morton Michel and all our sponsors and supporters as
well as the thousands of parent voters for being such a massive part of the
What’s On 4 Kids Awards 2019’.
To find out more more about Fran's Frenchtastic classes for babies and children
aged 0-11yrs and book a free taster, email Fran: fran.fleming@kidslingo.co.uk

Elizabeth Cox, Town Clerk, and her team,
Elizabeth Bucklow-Holt and Sophie Weeks,

caretakers Suzanne Kempton and Sam Howkins

and all members of the Town Council wish you all

a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
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A Very
Christmas
at Towcester
MuseumMuseum
A
VeryVictorian
Victorian
Christmas
at Towcester
Towcester Museum warmly invites you to experience
the charming atmosphere of a Victorian Christmas,
right on your doorstep.
This magical Victorian-themed Christmas celebration
will take place on Saturday, 7th December from
10am - 4pm. The museum will be decorated in a
traditional Victorian style and our volunteers will be
dressed in beautiful period costumes.
There will be a variety of fun activities to get involved
in including our Christmas craft workshop for
children, where they can learn to make a range of
traditional Dickensian decorations to take home and
add to the Christmas tree.
We will be serving mulled wine, wassail punch and a
selection of our locally brewed heritage ales
throughout the day as well as a selection of festive
treats, including mince pies, gingerbread and
Christmas fudge.
The museum gift shop sells a range of toys, books,
gifts, confectionery and more, so you can find the
perfect Christmas present for your friends and family.
We also offer an assortment of Christmas soaps and
candles which are made using traditional Victorian
methods.
You will also have the opportunity to explore our
‘Road Through History’ exhibition which details the
history of Towcester, from the Stone Age to the end
of the Second World War. We will be offering free
admission for children to our exhibitions, which will
only apply to this special event.
Interested in Volunteering?
Towcester Museum is a registered charity and we are
currently welcoming new volunteers to join our
friendly and dedicated team.
As a volunteer at Towcester Museum you will have
the opportunity to meet new people, learn new skills
and make a real difference to the local community.
We tailor each role to the individual volunteer in order
to meet their goals, whether that’s taking part in
educational visits, organising events or helping in the
gift shop. We would also like to talk to anyone who
might be interested in helping with the museum bookkeeping.
For more information please call 01327 352662,
visit www.towcestermuseum.co.uk or pop in and
see us at White Horse Yard, 163-165 Watling St,
Towcester, NN12 6BU.

19

Wildflower Meadow Community Project
The Rotary E-Club wanted to embark on a
project that would involve a community, and
someone came up with the bright idea of an
eco-project, in this case a wildflower meadow.
Why a wildflower meadow you ask? Well, the
“State of Nature Report” published in 2013
said: “The area of lowland meadow in
England and Wales declined by 97% between
the 1930s and 1984 – a total loss of 64,000
sq. km. A huge number of wildflowers and
insects were affected, including the once
widespread scabious cuckoo bee (Nomada
armata), which is now extremely rare.”

Members of the club did some research to
see what was needed to develop a wildflower
meadow. Then we identified the site by the
side of Hazel Crescent, got permission to go
ahead from Towcester Town Council (thank
you) and delivered flyers to every household
in Hazel Crescent.

(over £100) and then the following week we
started. However, before we started the
Town Mayor, Lisa Samiotis, came along to
cut the first turf in the rain. What we hadn’t
anticipated was the amount of rain which was
so bad that after the first quadrant was
cleared, we called it a day.

But that didn’t stop us. Work continued down
the week with a final push on Sunday 20
October of clearing and raking the site and
sowing the seed. We now just have to wait
for it to grow. The fencing that has been put
up is to protect the site until the seed has
started to grow and everyone can then enjoy
it. Hopefully it will be a very colourful spring
and summer.

Meet our first visitor – ahhhhh!….

We started off with a community “Sausage
Sizzle” to raise some money for the project

Of course, none of this would have been
possible without the support of the Town
Council, George Browns Ltd of Buckingham
who provided the heavy machinery free of
charge without which this project would not
have been possible. Finally, the support of
the residents of Hazel Crescent some of
whom came out to help work on the site.

Rotary E-Club? What’s that? Well, we’re a funloving bunch of people with busy lives that meets
using videoconferencing then come together for
projects like the Wildflower Meadow Community
Project. For more information about us and what
we do go to www.rotaryeclub1070.org

Steve Howe
Steve.howe@rotaryeclub1070.org
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TOWCESTER IN BLOOM
December and January in the Garden

Bell Plantation talks top garden jobs for Winter to keep your
garden looking good and prepare for Spring.

December

If you’ve kept on top of your garden over Autumn, there shouldn’t be a
long list of things to do during December, but you can still keep busy.
In the vegetable plot …
Harvest remaining leeks, winter cabbage, sprouts and root crops.
If your soil is clay heavy, cover it with polythene to keep it drier as this
will help winter digging.

In the flower beds …
Give your Wisteria a winter tidy by pruning back summer side shoots to
2-3 buds from the main stem.
Hold off dead heading hydrangeas until spring – the faded flower heads
will help to protect the new buds beneath them from frost.
Dig over empty beds and mulch with manure – then let the worms work
their magic and the frost break up clumps of soil.

Around the garden …
Check your winter protection is still in place around the garden.
Make sure your greenhouse heater is working if you have one.
Lag garden taps to prevent them freezing.
Ensure climbing plants are securely tethered to their supports to avoid
damage in winter winds.
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January

The Christmas decorations are down and with the New Year comes
renewed energy and grand plans for the coming 12 months. Get out in
the garden on a crisp, sunny day and start your gardening year!
In the vegetable plot …
Start thinking about what you’d like to grow this year. Be realistic about
what you have space for, can cope with, or what you’ll actually eat, and
then start planning your vegetable plot.
Start to grow some vegetables under cover:
• Swiss Chard – this is a great vegetable as you can use the
stalks and leaves in stir fries, soups and risottos.
• Leeks, onions, broad beans, hardy peas, spinach and carrots
Sow radishes in guttering pipes and enjoy them in 6-8 weeks’ time.

In the flower beds …
Remove old leaves from Hellebores so that you can see their beautiful
flowers as they emerge, plus they can harbour a fungal infection which
causes black spots on the leaves.
Cut back ornamental grasses to within a few centimetres of the ground
before new growth starts to come through.
Deadhead winter pansies to encourage late blooms and prevent them
self-setting.
Check your Dahlia tubers if you are storing any to make sure they aren’t
showing signs of rotting. Discard any that are.
Around the garden …
If you had a real Christmas tree, shred it and add to your compost heap,
or strip the branches and use them as pea sticks!
Try to avoid walking on your lawn when there is a heavy frost or snow
so that you don’t damage the grass.
Give your fruit trees and bushes some help by using Sulphate of Potash
around the base and gently hoeing into the surface of the soil, being
careful not to damage any shallow roots. This will help them to flower
and fruit well.
For help and advice on anything garden related, pop in to, or call
Bell Plantation Garden Centre and their expert team will be happy
to help you. 01327 354126.

THE MIDLAND COLUMBARIAN SOCIETY – ANNUAL SHOW REPORT
Our show on the 6th October was a great
success. We had 177 entries in 30 classes, and
the weather was kind, being a dry day at least.

The main winners at this year’s show were: • Best in Show - Sheila Goodman with a White
American Show King. Winning the Midland
Columbarian Society Challenge Trophy, a
bag of Pigeon Food and £10.

General view of the show
The Saturday night saw us putting the show up.
About eight willing helpers turned up at 6 pm
and set to erecting the staging and show pens,
which under the National Pigeon Association
rules must be set up so that all pens are
screened at the rear and the end pens must be
screened off to prevent stress to the
incumbents. After a couple of hours all was
completed and the hall was ready.
The Sunday began with the exhibitors arriving
between 8 am and 10 am some from as far
away as Hampshire, Kent, Oxford and Reading.
As usual our band of ladies on the refreshment
table were ready to greet everyone with a nice
cuppa and a bacon bap. Our three Judges were
on site in good time and the task of judging the
pigeons started at 11am.

Robert our junior member receiving his prize
from Mike Boyd our President
Winning White American Show King
• Best Opposite Sex –Colin Reynolds with a
Show Racer. Winning the J L Sears Salver, a
bag of pigeon food and £10.

The Midland Columbarian Society consists of a
band of Fancy Pigeon Keepers, who meet on
the first Tuesday of every month, except
January and February, at 7:30pm at the
Towcestrians Rugby Club, Green Norton.

Sheila Goodman on Victory Row
Show racers in pens
All the pigeons are judged in the breed sections
and placed 1st, 2nd or 3rd, then each judge
nominates his Best Bird and his Best Opposite
Sex Bird. This leaves us with six pigeons vying
for the major honours.
All the exhibitors enjoyed a nice day, with
plenty of chat and banter going on during the
judging period. Some ventured up into
Towcester and enjoyed the local amenities
while others preferred to remain at the venue
and enjoyed some refreshments.

The Society was delighted to see several
people from the local area attending the show
after reading about us in the Towcester Town
Crier. They were all made very welcome and
given a guided tour around the show to inform
them about the types of pigeon, their uses and
the system we show under. It was a pleasure to
have them attending. Our thanks go to the Town
Council who gave us the opportunity to put our
article in the Town Crier.
If anyone would like to join us, please come
along to chat to us at one of our meetings or
please do contact me by e-mail at
kenorsheila367@yahoo.co.uk
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Argent Modena
Our Society is kindly sponsored by ‘Dennes
Country Stores’ of Soulbury, Nr Leighton
Buzzard, Beds. They help us with donations to
our monthly meetings and our Annual Open
Show. They enable us to operate without the
constant worry of covering our costs. All our
members are grateful to them for their
continued help.
Ken Goodman MBE

Secretary/Treasurer
The Midland Columbarian Society
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NEW YEAR’S EVE

7:30 Yoga4All (CC)
6:30pm Dick Whittington (TH)

7:30 Choral Society (SC)

8pm Quiz Night (TM)

2:30 Carols at the Mill (TM)
5pm TVBF Christingle (NH)
6pm Carol Service (SAC)

7pm Studio Band at Winterland
8pm Gin Party (TM)
Rotary Santa at TESCO

10-11:15 Viv’s Yoga (SC)
8pm Table Tennis (CC)
Rotary Santa at TESCO

9-11:30 Toy Library (CC)
7:30 Zumba (TH)

4-8 MK Cheerleaders (SC)
7:30 TDLHS (RRC)

4:30 Majorettes (TH)

2-3 Parkinson’s UK Exercise (SC)

1-4 Alzheimer’s Society (SC)

7-8 Tai Chi (SC)

9:30 Family Communion (SLC)
10 TVBF/MC Joint Service (MC)
11 Christmas Day Mass (STM)
11:15 Christmas Comm. (SAC)

WINTERLAND (TR)

3pm Crib Service (EN)

4pm Crib Service (SLC)

5:30pm Children’s Mass (STM)

11pm Night Communion (SLC)

7pm Studio Band at Winterland

7pm Vigil Mass (STM)

6pm Carols & Holy Comm. (EN)

WINTERLAND (TR)

BOXING DAY
WINTERLAND (TR)

CHRISTMAS DAY

CHRISTMAS EVE

WINTERLAND (TR)

8pm Comedy Night (TM)

10:30 TVBF (Weston Chapel)

27

26

25

24

6:30 Carols in the Square with 10-11:15 Viv’s Yoga (SC)
Towcester Studio Band
4-8 MK Cheerleaders (SC)
Schools Close
Rotary Santa at Waitrose
7:30 Studio Band Concert (SLC)
8pm Table Tennis (CC)
& 7pm Market Square
Rotary Santa visiting The Shires
Rotary Santa at Waitrose

23

8pm Xmas Quiz Night (TM)

4:30 Majorettes (TH)

1:45 Toddler Dance (TH)

9:30 Cha Char Chimps (SC)

10-11 Tai Chi (SC)

10-11:15 Viv’s Yoga (SC)

Antiques 2 Go (TH)

WINTERLAND (TR)

WINTERLAND (TR)

WINTERLAND (TR)

WINTERLAND (TR)

WINTERLAND (TR)
8:30-11:30 Country Market (SC)

20

19

18

17

16

7-8 Tai Chi (SC)

7:30 Choral Soc. Concert (SLC)

9-1:30 Farmers Market (RCP)

8:30-11:30 Country Market (SC)

2-3 Parkinson’s UK Exercise (SC)

1:45 Toddler Dance (TH)

7pm Town Council Meeting
(TH)

WINTERLAND (TR)

28

8pm Blues Bros Tribute (TM)

Rotary Santa at Waitrose

WINTERLAND (TR)

21

Mayor’s Christmas Fayre (TH)

8am Holy Communion (SLC)

WINTERLAND (TR)

29

Rotary Santa at Waitrose

Studio Band at TESCO

8:30 Beer & Carols (Plough)

6 TVBF Candlelit Carols (NH)

6 Nine Lessons & Carols (SLC)

10:45 The Hub Church (SC)

10:30 Carol Service (MC)

10:30 TVBF Nativity (NH)

WINTERLAND (TR)

22

Rotary Santa at TESCO

Studio Band at Care Homes

10:45 The Hub Church (SC)

10:30 Methodist Service (MC)

WINTERLAND (TR)

WINTERLAND (TR)

9:30 Cha Char Chimps (SC)

10-11 Tai Chi (SC)

10-11:15 Viv’s Yoga (SC)

WINTERLAND (TR)

WINTERLAND (TR)

GENERAL ELECTION

WINTERLAND (TR)

WINTERLAND (TR)

WINTERLAND (TR)
Antiques 2 Go (TH)

13

12

11

15

Rotary Santa at ALDI

Studio Band at Bell Plantation

2:30 Family Xmas Crafts (SLC)

10:45 The Hub Church (SC)

WINTERLAND (TR)

8

4pm Christingle (SLC)

10

14

8pm Christmas Party (TM)

Rotary Santa at ALDI

Handmade Fayre (TH)

WINTERLAND (TR)

7

10:45 The Hub Church (SC)

Christmas Fayre (TM)

Art Society Exhibition (TH)

WINTERLAND (TR)

1

Sunday

9

Rotary Santa at ALDI

8pm Table Tennis (CC)

7 Studio Band at Winterland

7pm Tow’ Eve’ WI (SC)

4-8 MK Cheerleaders (SC)

4:30 Majorettes (TH)
7:30 Zumba (TH)

10-11:15 Viv’s Yoga (SC)

9-11:30 Toy Library (CC)

Antiques 2 Go (TH)

WINTERLAND (TR)

2-3 Parkinson’s UK Exercise (SC)

7-8pm Tai Chi (SC)

WINTERLAND (TR)

6

Saturday

DECEMBER 2019
TM – Towcester Mill Brewery
TDLHS – Towcester & District Local History Soc.
TSC – Towcestrians Sports Club
TR – Towcester Racecourse
SAC -St Augustine’s, Caldecote
MC – Methodist Church

Friday

1:45 Toddler Dance (TH)

10-11 Tai Chi (SC)

10-11:15 Viv’s Yoga (SC)

WINTERLAND (TR)

5

SLC – St Lawrence Church
EN – St Mary’s Church, Easton Neston
CH – Chantry House
NH – Nicolas Hawksmoor Primary School
RRC – Riverside Resource Centre
STM – St Thomas More Church

Thursday

8:30-11:30 Country Market (SC)

WINTERLAND (TR)

WINTERLAND (TR)

4

TH – Town Hall
SC – Sawpits Centre
CC – Community Centre
RG – Recreation Ground
RCP – Richmond Road Car Park

Venue Key:

Wednesday

9:30 Cha Char Chimps (SC)

3

2

WINTERLAND (TR)

31

WINTERLAND (TR)

Tuesday

30

Monday

WHAT’S ON IN TOWCESTER

26

Editorial Deadline

31st January
31st March
31st May
31st August
31st October

24 January
24th March
24th May
24th August
24th October

March
May
July
October
December

7:30 Yoga4All (CC)

1:45 Toddler Dance (TH)

7:30 Town Council Meeting (SC)



8pm Table Tennis (CC)

7pm Nessa’s Yoga (SC)

10-11:15 Viv’s Yoga (SC)

Antiques 2 Go (TH)

31

8pm Table Tennis (CC)

10-11:15 Viv’s Yoga (SC)

Antiques 2 Go (TH)

24

8pm Table Tennis (CC)

25

18



5

10:45 The Hub Church (SC)

26

10:45 The Hub Church (SC)

19

10:45 The Hub Church (SC)

12

10:45 The Hub Church (SC)

WINTERLAND (TR)

Sunday

JANUARY 2020

ǀĞŶƚƚŝŵĞƐĂŶĚĚĂƚĞƐĐŽƌƌĞĐƚĂƚƚŚĞƚŝŵĞŽĨŐŽŝŶŐƚŽƉƌĞƐƐ͘ǀĞŶƚƐĂƌĞŶŽƚƚŚĞƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďŝůŝƚǇŽĨƚŚĞdŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝů͕ĞǆĐĞƉƚĨŽƌdŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝůŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƐ͘ &ŽƌĨƵƌƚŚĞƌĞǀĞŶƚŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ͕ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚƚŚĞŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĞƌƐ͘
Contact details can be found within the pages of this publication, or on the Town Council’s website www.towcesterͲƚĐ͘ŐŽǀ͘ƵŬĂŶd follow the links to Community : What’s On. To advertise your community event
ǁŝƚŚŝŶƚŚĞƉĂƌŝƐŚŽĨdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͕ƉůĞĂƐĞĐŽŶƚĂĐƚdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌdŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝůŽŶϬϭϯϮϳϯϱϬϵϵϱŽƌĞŵĂŝůĞŶƋƵŝƌŝĞƐΛƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌͲƚĐ͘ŐŽǀ͘ƵŬ

7:30 Choral Society (SC)

7:30 Yoga4All (CC)

4:30 Majorettes (TH)

7:30 Art Society (SC)

7:30 Zumba (TH)

6:30pm Brewery Tour (TM)

1:45 Toddler Dance (TH)

7:30 Town Council Meeting (SC)

2-3 Parkinson’s UK Exercise (SC)

11-12:30 Rock Choir (TH)

7pm Dementia Friends (TH)

30
9-11:30 Toy Library (CC)

10-11:15 Viv’s Yoga (SC)
9:30 Cha Char Chimps (SC)

28

10-11 Tai Chi (SC)

27

7:30 Choral Society (SC)

29

4-8 MK Cheerleaders (SC)

1-4 Alzheimer’s Society (SC)

7-8 Tai Chi (SC)

4:30 Majorettes (TH)

7:30 Zumba (TH)

2-3 Parkinson’s UK Exercise (SC)

11-12:30 Rock Choir (TH)

10-11:15 Viv’s Yoga (SC)
7:30 Art Society (SC)

9-11:30 Toy Library (CC)

9:30 Cha Char Chimps (SC)

21

10-11 Tai Chi (SC)

20

23

7:30 Yoga4All (CC)

4:30 Majorettes (TH)

22

3pm Brewery Tour (TM)

7:30 Art Society (SC)

4-8 MK Cheerleaders (SC)

1:45 Toddler Dance (TH)

7:30 Choral Society (SC)

10-11:15 Viv’s Yoga (SC)

7:30 Zumba (TH)

2-3 Parkinson’s UK Exercise (SC)

11-12:30 Rock Choir (TH)

7pm Town Council Meeting (TH)

17
Antiques 2 Go (TH)

7-8 Tai Chi (SC)

16
9-11:30 Toy Library (CC)

15

8pm Table Tennis (CC)

10-11:15 Viv’s Yoga (SC)

9:30 Cha Char Chimps (SC)

7:30 TDLHS (RRC)

8pm Quiz Night (TM)

7:30 Art Society (SC)

Antiques 2 Go (TH)

14

7:30 Yoga4All (CC)

7:30 Choral Society (SC)

7:30 Tow’ Eve’ WI (SC)

7:30 Zumba (TH)

11
2pm Brewery Tour (TM)

10

10-11 Tai Chi (SC)

4-8 MK Cheerleaders (SC)

4:30 Majorettes (TH)

4
WINTERLAND (TR)

Saturday

9-1:30 Farmers Market (RCP)

10-11:15 Viv’s Yoga (SC)

2-3 Parkinson’s UK Exercise (SC)

1:45 Toddler Dance (TH)

10-11:15 Viv’s Yoga (SC)

7-8 Tai Chi (SC)

9
9-11:30 Toy Library (CC)

3
WINTERLAND (TR)

Friday

13

8
9:30 Cha Char Chimps (SC)

7

10-11 Tai Chi (SC)

WINTERLAND (TR)

Schools Reopen

2

1

Thursday

NEW YEAR’S DAY

Wednesday

6

th

Advertising Deadline

Issue

Monday
Tuesday
Towcester Town Crier Deadlines

WHAT’S ON IN TOWCESTER

27

7

7:30 TDLHS (RRC)

7:30 Choral Society (SC)

4-8 MK Cheerleaders (SC)
7:30 Yoga4All (CC)

1:45 Toddler Dance (TH)

4:30 Majorettes (TH)

7-8 Tai Chi (SC)

7:30 Yoga4All (CC)

4:30 Majorettes (TH)

11-12:30 Rock Choir (TH)

1:45 Toddler Dance (TH)

4:30 Majorettes (TH)

10-11:15 Viv’s Yoga (SC)

7-8 Tai Chi (SC)

7:30 Town Council Meetings (SC)

7:30 Yoga4All (CC)

4-8 MK Cheerleaders (SC)

Antiques 2 Go (TH)
8pm Table Tennis (CC)

10-11:15 Viv’s Yoga (SC)

28

8:30-11:30 Country Market (SC)
9-11:30 Toy Library (CC)
7:30 Zumba (TH)
7:30 Art Society (SC)

8pm Table Tennis (CC)

10-11:15 Viv’s Yoga (SC)

The Gift Bazaar (TH)

29

10:45 The Hub Church (SC)

12:30pm Brewery Tour (TM)

Antiques 2 Go (TH)

23

22

10:45 The Hub Church (SC)

16

HALF TERM

15

10:45 The Hub Church (SC)

9

21

8pm Table Tennis (CC)

Schools Close

10-11:15 Viv’s Yoga (SC)

27

7:30 Art Society (SC)

7:30 Zumba (TH)

9-11:30 Toy Library (CC)

8:30-11:30 Country Market (SC)

HALF TERM

20

7:30 Art Society (SC)

9-1:30 Farmers Market (RCP)

Antiques 2 Go (TH)

14

8
TTFC Quiz Night (TH)

7pm Rotary’s Last Night of the
Proms at Whittlebury Park

10:45 The Hub Church (SC)

Handmade Fayre (TH)

Sunday
2

1

Saturday

FEBRUARY 2020

WƌŝŶƚĞĚďǇZϭWƌŝŶƚΘĞƐŝŐŶ͕^ŝůǀĞƌƐƚŽŶĞ

dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌdŽǁŶƌŝĞƌŝƐƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚďǇdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌdŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝůĂŶĚŝƐŽƉĞŶƚŽĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚŝŽŶƐĨƌŽŵĂůůŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƚŝŽŶƐĂŶĚŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂůƐŝŶƚŚĞƚŽǁŶ͘tĞŽƉĞƌĂƚĞĂƐƚƌŝĐƚĚĞĂĚůŝŶĞĨŽƌĂĚǀĞƌƚŝƐŝŶŐͬĐŽƉǇĂŶĚŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐ
ǁŝůů ŶŽƚ ďĞ ĂĐĐĞƉƚĞĚ ĂĨƚĞƌ ƚŚĞƐĞ ĚĂƚĞƐ͘ ĚǀĞƌƚŝƐŝŶŐ ĂŶĚ ĞĚŝƚŽƌŝĂů ĐŽƉǇ ƐŚŽƵůĚ ďĞ ƐĞŶƚ ƚŽ ůŝǌĂďĞƚŚ ƵĐŬůŽǁͲ,Žůƚ Ăƚ ƚŚĞ dŽǁŶ ŽƵŶĐŝů KĨĨŝĐĞ ;ƚĞů͗ ϬϭϯϮϳ ϯϱϬϵϵϱ͖ ĞŵĂŝů͗ ĞŶƋƵŝƌŝĞƐΛƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌͲƚĐ͘ŐŽǀ͘ƵŬͿ͘
ƌƚŝĐůĞƐĂƉƉĞĂƌŝŶŐĐŽŶƚĂŝŶƚŚĞǀŝĞǁƐŽĨƚŚĞƉĞƌƐŽŶƐƵďŵŝƚting the item and are not necessarily the views of the Town Council. The Town Council’s website is ǁǁǁ͘ƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌͲƚĐ͘ŐŽǀ͘ƵŬ

7:30 Choral Society (SC)

9:30 Cha Char Chimps (SC)

10-11 Tai Chi (SC)

Schools Reopen
2-3 Parkinson’s UK Exercise (SC)

26

25

24

7:30 Choral Society (SC)

2-3 Parkinson’s UK Exercise (SC)

7-8 Tai Chi (SC)
4-8 MK Cheerleaders (SC)

9:30 Cha Char Chimps (SC)

10-11 Tai Chi (SC)

10-11:15 Viv’s Yoga (SC)

1:45 Toddler Dance (TH)

HALF TERM

HALF TERM

HALF TERM

1-4 Alzheimer’s Society (SC)

19

18

17

7:30 Choral Society (SC)

9-11:30 Toy Library (CC)

2-3 Parkinson’s UK Exercise (SC)

11-12:30 Rock Choir (TH)

7pm Town Council Meetings (TH)
7:30 Zumba (TH)

8:30-11:30 Country Market (SC)

10-11 Tai Chi (SC)

13

9:30 Cha Char Chimps (SC)

11

10-11:15 Viv’s Yoga (SC)

7:30 Art Society (SC)

10

12

7:30 Yoga4All (CC)

4:30 Majorettes (TH)

8pm Table Tennis (CC)

3pm Brewery Tour (TM)

7pm Tow’ Eve’ WI (SC)

4-8 MK Cheerleaders (SC)

1:45 Toddler Dance (TH)
7:30 Zumba (TH)

10-11:15 Viv’s Yoga (SC)

9-11:30 Toy Library (CC)

Antiques 2 Go (TH)

2-3 Parkinson’s UK Exercise (SC)

6

11-12:30 Rock Choir (TH)

7-8 Tai Chi (SC)

5
8:30-11:30 Country Market (SC)

10-11 Tai Chi (SC)

Friday

9:30 Cha Char Chimps (SC)

4

10-11:15 Viv’s Yoga (SC)

Thursday

TM – Towcester Mill Brewery
TDLHS – Towcester & District Local History Soc.
TSC – Towcestrians Sports Club
TR – Towcester Racecourse

Wednesday

SLC – St Lawrence Church
EN – St Mary’s Church, Easton Neston
CH – Chantry House
NH – Nicolas Hawksmoor Primary School
RRC – Riverside Resource Centre

Tuesday

3

TH – Town Hall
SC – Sawpits Centre
CC – Community Centre
RG – Recreation Ground
RCP – Richmond Road Car Park

Venue Key:

Monday

WHAT’S ON IN TOWCESTER

Would you believe that Towcester Foodbank has now completed its seventh year!
Over the past 7 years we have:
❖ taken in 96,345 kilos of food (that’s about £168,000 worth),
❖ given out 95,126 kilos, and
❖ fed 10,134 people.
In October 2012 we fed 19 people and by the end of the first year we were feeding an average of 70 people a month. Our average now,
excluding Christmas, is 163 people per month. During those 7 years we have:
❖ made countless cups of tea and coffee,
❖ munched our way through several hundred packets of biscuits,
❖ heard dozens of stories,
❖ mopped up quite a few tears,
❖ packed thousands of bags with food.
❖ posted hundreds of Facebook posts which have been read by thousands of people.
Without our volunteers and the support of the local food-giving community none of this would have happened. Thank you all.
The Foodbank is run entirely by volunteers, many of whom have been with us for the full seven years and deserve a medal. They regularly
come and help in all sorts of ways: sorting and storing our food donations, packing bags, collecting donations from the supermarkets, schools
and churches in Towcester, printing out vouchers, designing and putting up publicity posters, talking to schools, churches a nd community
groups to spread the word, maintaining the Facebook page, serving refreshments, greeting and chatting to our guests, giving out the food
bags, organising the volunteer rota, entering and analysing data, encouraging our voucher holders to give out vouchers, applying for grants,
interviewing new volunteers, keeping an eye on what is going on and keeping everyone in touch. It is a real case of many hands make light
work.
We are now looking for more volunteers to join us, whether helping in operations or being a trustee. So, if you think you would
like to help and have a few hours to spare in a month we would love to hear from you. Write to us at info@towcester.foodbank.org.uk
Supporting the Foodbank is a great way of becoming involved in your local community.

ĂďŽƵƚƉĂƌƚǇĐĞůĞďƌĂƚŝŽŶƐŝŶďŽƚŚĐŽƵŶƚƌŝĞƐ͘dŚĞǇǁĞƌĞŝŵƉƌĞƐƐĞĚďǇ
ƚŚĞƌŝƚŝƐŚĐŽŶĐĞƉƚŽĨĐŚĞĞƐĞĂŶĚƉŝŶĞĂƉƉůĞƐƚƵĐŬŝŶĂĨŽŝůͲǁƌĂƉƉĞĚ
ŽƌĂŶŐĞ͊
dŚŝƐǇĞĂƌ͕ǁĞŚĂǀĞŝŶǀŝƚĞĚƉƵƉŝůƐĨƌŽŵ'ƌĞĞŶƐEŽƌƚŽŶWƌŝŵĂƌǇ^ĐŚŽŽů
ƚŽũŽŝŶŽƵƌĂŶŶƵĂůĞǆĐŚĂŶŐĞƚŽ,ĂŶŶŽǀĞƌ͕'ĞƌŵĂŶǇ͕ŝŶĞĐĞŵďĞƌ͘/Ŷ
ƚŽƚĂů͕ǁĞǁŝůůďĞƚĂŬŝŶŐϵƉƵƉŝůƐƚŽĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞƚŚĞĐƵůƚƵƌĞ͕ĨŽŽĚĂŶĚ
ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐŵĂƌŬĞƚƐ͘
tĞƚƌƵůǇǀĂůƵĞŽƵƌĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇůŝŶŬƐ͘KƵƌzĞĂƌϱĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶŚĂǀĞƐƵŶŐƚŽ
ƚŚĞůŝŶĚůƵďĂƚDŽŽƌĨŝĞůĚƐ͕ǁĞŚĂǀĞƉůĂŶƚĞĚďƵůďƐǁŝƚŚƚŚĞt/͕ĂŶĚ
ĂƉĂŶĚdŽĞƐŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶŝŶƚŽŽƵƌ&ŽƵŶĚĂƚŝŽŶ^ƚĂŐĞƚŽĞĚƵĐĂƚĞƚŚĞŵ
ĂďŽƵƚŐƌŽǁŝŶŐĨĞĞƚĂŶĚƐŚŽĞƐ͘tĞŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĞĚďǇdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ
Food Bank with our ‘Ready, Steady, Cook’ challenge and, in turn,
ĚŽŶĂƚĞĚϮϰϳŬŐŽĨĨŽŽĚĂƐƉĂƌƚŽĨŽƵƌ,ĂƌǀĞƐƚ&ĞƐƚŝǀĂůŝŶĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƚŝŽŶ
ǁŝƚŚ dŝŶǇ dŽǁƐ͕ dŚĞ ĂǇ EƵƌƐĞƌǇ ĂŶĚ dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ dŽƚƐ͘ tĞ ĂƌĞ
ĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĂůůǇ ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĞĚ ďǇ ^ƚ >ĂǁƌĞŶĐĞ ŚƵƌĐŚ ĂŶĚ ŚĂǀĞ ŚĂĚ ƚǁŽ
ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵůƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐĨŽƌƚŚĞƐƚĂƌƚŽĨƚŚĞŶĞǁǇĞĂƌĂŶĚ,ĂƌǀĞƐƚ͘

d,/E'd,DzKhE'͊
dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌŽĨWƌŝŵĂƌǇ͕ůŝŬĞŵŽƐƚƉƌŝŵĂƌǇƐĐŚŽŽůƐ͕ƉƌŝĚĞƐ ŝƚƐĞůĨŝŶ
ƉƌŽǀŝĚŝŶŐǇŽƵŶŐĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶǁŝƚŚĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞƐƚŚĂƚŚĞůƉƚŚĞŵƚŽĨůŽƵƌŝƐŚ
ĂŶĚĚĞǀĞůŽƉĂƐŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂůƐ–ĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇĚƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĞĐƌƵĐŝĂůƐƚĂŐĞŽĨĞĂƌůǇ
ĞĚƵcational development. It is vitally important to grasp a child’s
ĂƚƚĞŶƚŝŽŶ͕ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚĂŶĚĐƵƌŝŽƐŝƚǇƚŽŵĂŬĞƚŚĞŵĂƐŬƋƵĞƐƚŝŽŶƐĂŶĚŐĞƚ
ĂƚŚŝƌƐƚĨŽƌŵŽƌĞ͘

tĞ ŚĂǀĞ ŚĂĚ Ă ŽŽŬ &Ăŝƌ ŝŶ ƐĐŚŽŽů͕ Ă ƐĐŚŽŽů ĚŝƐĐŽ͕ĐĂŬĞ ƐƚĂůů ĂŶĚ Ă
ƐŝůǀĞƌ ĐŽůůĞĐƚŝŽŶ ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞ ƚŽ ƌĂŝƐĞ ŵŽŶĞǇ ĂŶĚ ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ ĨŽƌ ƐĐŚŽŽů͘
KƵƌ&KdKWƐƚĞĂŵĂƌĞĂŵĂǌŝŶŐ͊
KƵƌ ƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ ĂƌĞ ŝŶǀŽůǀĞĚ ĂŶĚ ƉůĂǇ Ă ĐƌƵĐŝĂů ƌŽůĞ ŝŶ ŽƵƌ ƐĐŚŽŽů
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͘ dŚĞǇ ĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞ ƚŽ ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ ƚŚĞ ƐĐŚŽŽů ǁŝƚŚ ĞǀĞŶƚƐ͕
ĂĐƚŝǀŝƚŝĞƐĂŶĚŚĂǀĞĂƚƚĞŶĚĞĚWĂƌĞŶƚƐǀĞŶŝŶŐƐ͕ĂůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐŵŽƌŶŝŶŐĂŶĚ
ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐǁŽƌŬƐŚŽƉƐ͘

^ŝŶĐĞ^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ͕ǁĞŚĂǀĞĂůƌĞĂĚǇƚĂŬĞŶŽƵƌzĞĂƌϲĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶƚŽ,ĂƌƌǇ
WŽƚƚĞƌtŽƌůĚ͕zĞĂƌϯĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶƚŽdƌŝŶŐDƵƐĞƵŵĂŶĚŚĂǀĞƚĂŬĞŶĂŐƌŽƵƉ
of children to the Lord Mayor’s Show in London.

dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌŽĨWƌŝŵĂƌǇ^ĐŚŽŽůŝƐĂŚŝǀĞŽĨĂĐƚŝǀŝƚǇĞǀĞƌǇĚĂǇ–ĂŶĚ/
ƐŽŵĞƚŝŵĞƐĐĂŶŶŽƚďĞůŝĞǀĞǁĞŵĂŶĂŐĞƚŽĨŝƚŝƚĂůůŝŶ͊,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ǁĞĚŽ͕
ďĞĐĂƵƐĞŽĨƚŚĞŚĂƌĚǁŽƌŬĂŶĚĚĞĚŝĐĂƚŝŽŶŽĨĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞŝŶǀŽůǀĞĚ͘tĞĂůů
ƐƚƌŝǀĞƚŽǁĂƌĚƐŽƵƌƐĐŚŽŽůǀŝƐŝŽŶ ĞŶĂďůŝŶŐ
Ăůů ƉƵƉŝůƐ ƚŽ ĨůŽƵƌŝƐŚ ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ ƚŚĞ ǀĂůƵĞƐ
ĂŶĚ ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚŝĞƐ ǁĞ ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ Ͳ ǁŝƚŚ ƚŚĞ
ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ ŽĨ ŽƵƌ dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ ĂŶĚ ƐĐŚŽŽů
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͘dŚĂŶŬǇŽƵĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞ͊

tĞŚĂĚϭϯƉƵƉŝůƐĂŶĚϮƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐĨƌŽŵĂƚĂůŽŶŝĂĐŽŵŝŶŐƚŽƐƚĂǇǁŝƚŚ
ƐŽŵĞŽĨŽƵƌĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐŝŶEŽǀĞŵďĞƌ͘tĞƚŽŽŬƚŚĞŵƚŽ>ŽŶĚŽŶƚŽƐĞĞ
ƚŚĞƐŝŐŚƚƐĂŶĚǁŽƌŬĞĚĂƐĂƚĞĂŵƚŽƉƌŽĚƵĐĞĂĨŽŽĚĂŶĚĂĐƚŝǀŝƚǇƉƌŽũĞĐƚ

DƌƐ:Ž'ƌŝĨĨŝŶ
,ĞĂĚdĞĂĐŚĞƌ

>ĞĂƌŶŝŶŐŝƐĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞĂĐĂĚĞŵŝĐ ƐƵďũĞĐƚƐ –but the ‘curriculum’ is so
ŵƵĐŚŵŽƌĞ͘/ƚŝƐĂďŽƵƚĞǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐǁĞĚŽĨƌŽŵƚŚĞŵŝŶƵƚĞǁĞǁĂůŬŝŶƚŽ
ƐĐŚŽŽůĂŶĚŽƵƚĂŐĂŝŶ͕ ďƵƚĂůƐŽƚŚĞĚŝĨĨĞƌĞŶĐĞǁĞŵĂŬĞƚŽŽƵƌƐĞůǀĞƐ
ĂŶĚŽƚŚĞƌƐǁŝƚŚŝŶŽƵƌĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͘
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SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL PRODUCERS AND MAKERS THIS CHRISTMAS
TOWCESTER FARMERS MARKET
The Farmers Market is held on 2nd Friday of every month
from 9am - 1.30pm in Richmond Road car park.
It is run by Towcester and District Lions Club with profits
going to Local Charities.
We have a wide variety of stalls from fruit and vegetables,
fish, meat, eggs and pies, cheeses, chocolates, baked goods
including gluten-free, second-hand books, plants, soaps,
knitwear, handmade gifts and more!!
December’s market will be held on Friday, 13th December.
We are always looking for new stalls to add to the variety of
offerings. Please contact Nick Holder for more information
at nickholder@btinternet.com or 01327 352647

TOWCESTER COUNTRY MARKET
Towcester Country Market is held 8:30 - 11:30am every Thursday
morning (excluding January) in The Sawpits Centre
We offer a wide variety of homemade sweet and savoury bakes,
preserves, homegrown plants and handcrafted items all freshly
made by our local producers. New producers always welcome.
On 5th, 12th & 19th December, we will have lots of choice for your
dinner table and store cupboard and gifts and festive goodies too.
We will return after a well-earned rest on Thursday 6th February.
For more information please contact Maggie on 01327 830893 or
maggie@towcestercountrymarket.co.uk

THE TOWCESTER HANDMADE FAYRE
The Towcester Handmade Fayre runs from 9.30 to 4pm
on the first Saturday of the month in the Town Hall.
It has been running for around 20 years, under different
organisers and names, but it has always promoted
British handmade crafts.
We have a wide and varied selection of crafts, all made
locally by the craftspeople behind the stall. We range
from original art using many mediums, oils, thread,
photography, to name but a few. We also have wood
items, yarn pieces, jewellery, textiles, candles, ceramics,
cards and glass plus many more.
Our range of stalls varies throughout the year and we
try not to have too much duplication of crafts, so our
customers have a good buying experience.
Our Christmas Fayre will be on Saturday, 7th December.
For more information, please contact Fiona Barron at
fshandmadeinfo@gmail.com
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Towcester Town Mayor’s
Citizens Award
2019/20 Nomination Form


ŽǇŽƵŬŶŽǁĂŶǇ ƵŶƐƵŶŐ ŚĞƌŽĞƐǁŚŽƐĞƉƌĂŝƐĞƐǇŽƵΖĚůŝŬĞƚŽƐŝŶŐ͍dŚĞDĂǇŽƌǁŽƵůĚ ůŝŬĞǇŽƵƌŚĞůƉŝŶĨŝŶĚŝŶŐ
ƉĞŽƉůĞǁŚŽŚĂǀĞŐŝǀĞŶƵƉƚŚĞŝƌŽǁŶƚŝŵĞƚŽŵĂŬĞĂŶŽƵƚƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚŝŽŶƚŽƚŚĞůŝĨĞŽĨdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌĂŶĚǁŚŽ
ĂĚĚƐŝŐŶŝĨŝĐĂŶƚůǇƚŽƚŚĞƋƵĂůŝƚǇŽĨůŝĨĞŽĨƚŚŽƐĞƚŚĞǇŚĞůƉ͘dŚĞǇŵĂǇĚĞƐĞƌǀĞƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƚŝŽŶĨŽƌƚŚĞŝƌƐƵƉƌĞŵĞĞĨĨŽƌƚ͕
ƐƚƌĞŶŐƚŚ͕ďƌĂǀĞƌǇŽƌĂĐŚŝĞǀĞŵĞŶƚ͘
&Žƌ ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͕ Ɖerhaps they’ve made their mark working with a ǀŽůƵŶƚĂƌǇ ŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƚŝŽŶ Žƌ ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ ƐŽŵĞ ŽƚŚĞƌ
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇĂĐƚŝǀŝƚǇ͕ƉĂŝĚŽƌƵŶƉĂŝĚ͘,ĂǀĞƚŚĞǇĂĐŚŝĞǀĞĚƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐƉĂƌƚŝĐƵůĂƌůǇŶŽƚĞǁŽƌƚŚǇǁŝƚŚŝŶƚŚĞƚŽǁŶŽƌ
enhanced the reputation of the town? Maybe they’ve made a significant contribution to the ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƚŝŽŶ Žƌ
ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚŝŽŶŽĨƚŚĞŶĂƚƵƌĂůĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚŽƌĚĞĚŝĐĂƚĞĚƚŽƉƌŽǀŝĚŝŶŐĂůŽǀŝŶŐĂŶĚƐƵƉƉŽƌƚŝǀĞĨĂŵŝůǇůŝĨĞƚŽĂĐŚŝůĚŽƌ
ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶǁŚŽĚŽŶŽƚůŝǀĞǁŝƚŚƚŚĞŝƌďŝƌƚŚĨĂŵŝůǇ͘ůůĂĐŚŝĞǀĞŵĞŶƚƐǁŝůůďĞĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĞĚ͘
If this sounds like someone you know, then now’s the time to put them forward for a Mayor’s Award.

Get nominating!
Name & address of
person submitting
the nomination

Name of person
being nominated

Junior

Adult

17 and under as of 31/12/19

18 and over as of 31/12/19

Address of Nominee
(We require this information so we can contact the nominee
to request their attendance at the Annual Meeting of the
Town Council should they be lucky enough to win.)

Nominee’s telephone number
For Junior entries, this should be a parent
or carer’s telephone number

Description of why you are nominating the person named above
Please tell us clearly what your nominee has done that makes them stand out against others. Provide as much
information as possible. Too little information makes it hard to judge. We are looking for outstanding service to
others, paid or unpaid or significant achievements. You should include details of what the person you are
nominating does, why you think that they should receive an award, how you know them and the work they do.

Continue overleaf…
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Continued….

Please continue on a separate sheet if necessary

Signed :

Date :

By nominator

Closing date for entries is Friday 28th February 2020.
Please return completed nomination form to Towcester Town Mayor’s Citizens Award, Towcester Town Council,
Town Hall, 86 Watling Street, Towcester NNϭϮ 6BS.
Those who are short-listed will be contacted by 27th March 2020 and will be asked if they wish to attend the Annual
Meeting of the Town Council on 11th May 2020 at which successful nominees will be presented with their award.
Please note: The person you nominate does not have to live in Towcester. It may be that they work here, come to
the town to do voluntary work, or have lived here in the past and are nominated for the contribution they made to
town life at that time. There will be no posthumous awards.
It is regretted that individual nominations cannot be discussed. The Mayor will review all nominations and will
carefully consider who should receive awards. The Mayor, the Council or representatives of the Council will not
enter into discussions on the Mayor’s decisions. The Mayor’s decision is final.
Data Protection: The information given on this form will be held in accordance with data protection legislation
currently in force including the General Data Protection Regulations. Information contained on the form will be
anonymised before being judged by the Mayor. We may read out statements written by the nominator when
presenting the Award. Find out more about how we control and process data by reading the Privacy Statements at:
https://www.towcester-tc.gov.uk/local-council-privacy-and-cookie.html/
Contact details of Award winner(s) will be shared with The Town Council’s Office. The information you give will be
treated as confidential, but parts may be included in the citation and certificate presented to successful nominees.
For further copies of this form please email enquiries@towcester-tc.gov.uk or telephone 01327 350995.
Visit www.towcester-tc.gov.uk for more information or call 01327 350995
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Towcester Writers’ Group

tĞĂƌĞĂƐŵĂůů͕ĨƌŝĞŶĚůǇŐƌŽƵƉŽĨĂƐƉŝƌŝŶŐǁƌŝƚĞƌƐ͘KƵƌĂďŝůŝƚŝĞƐĂƌĞǀĞƌǇŵŝǆĞĚ͕ĂŶĚǁĞŽĨĨĞƌĂǁĂƌŵǁĞůĐŽŵĞƚŽŶĞǁĐŽŵĞƌƐ͘zŽƵĐĂŶĨŽůůŽǁƵƐ
ŽŶůŝŶĞĂƚ͗ǁǁǁ͘ĨĂĐĞďŽŽŬ͘ĐŽŵͬdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌtƌŝƚĞƌƐKƵƌŝŶĨŽƌŵĂůŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƐĂƌĞŚĞůĚŝŶdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌůŝďƌĂƌǇĂƚƚŚĞ&ŽƌƵŵŽŶƚŚĞƚŚŝƌĚtĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇŽĨ
ĞĂĐŚŵŽŶƚŚĨƌŽŵϳ͘ϯϬƚŽϵ͘ϯϬƉŵ͘WůĞĂƐĞĐŽŵĞĂŶĚũŽŝŶƵƐ͘tĞůŽŽŬĨŽƌǁĂƌĚƚŽŵĞĞƚŝŶŐǇŽƵ͘,ĞƌĞĂƌĞƚǁŽƉŝĞĐĞƐďǇŽƵƌŵĞŵďĞƌƐ͘

dŚĞdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌtƌŝƚĞƌƐΖ'ƌŽƵƉŚĂǀĞĐŽŵƉŝůĞĚĂŶŶƚŚŽůŽŐǇŽĨƚŚĞŝƌƉƌŽƐĞĂŶĚƉŽĞƚƌǇ͘ŶƚŝƚůĞĚ‘Pick 'n Mix’, itǁŝůůƐŽŽŶďĞŽŶƐĂůĞ
ĂƚƚŚĞ>ŝďƌĂƌǇ͕ĂƚŽůĞŵĂŶƐ͕ƉůƵƐŽƚŚĞƌŽƵƚůĞƚƐ͘DŽĚĞƐƚůǇƉƌŝĐĞĚ͕ŝƚǁŽƵůĚŵĂŬĞĂŐƌĞĂƚŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ͕ĂŶĚĂŶǇƉƌŽĨŝƚŵĂĚĞǁŝůů
ďĞŶĞĨŝƚƚŚĞůŽĐĂůĐŚĂƌŝƚǇ͕ΖdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ,ĞĂƌƚďĞĂƚƐΖ͘

The Holiday©


by Jane Ford

“I thought of it as a holiday,” he says. His eyes reach far beyond the
ƚĂƌŶ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ŵĞŵŽƌŝĞƐ ƚŚĂƚ ƐŽĨƚůǇ ƉŽŽů ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ŚŽůůŽǁƐ ŽĨ ŚŝƐ ŵŝŶĚ͘
“That’s what mam told us you see, think of it as a long holiday.”
,ŝƐŽůĚƚĂƌƚĂŶƐĐĂƌĨ͕ƚŚƌĞĂĚďĂƌĞĨƌŽŵůŽǀĞ͕ĐƵƌůƐƉƌŽƚĞĐƚŝǀĞůǇĂƌŽƵŶĚ
ŚŝƐƚŚŝŶŶĞĐŬ͘/ƐĞĞĂƚƌĞŵŽƌĂůŽŶŐƚŚĞůŝŶĞŽĨŚŝƐũĂǁ͕ƉůĂǇŝŶŐĂƚƚŚĞ
ĐŽƌŶĞƌƐŽĨŚŝƐůŝƉƐ͘/ƐƚŚŝƐƚŚĞĨƌĂŝůƚǇŽĨŚŝƐĂŐĞͲǁĞĂƌǇďŽĚǇ͕ŽƌĂǁĂǀĞ
ŽĨĞŵŽƚŝŽŶƌŝĚŝŶŐƚŚĞƚŝĚĞŽĨŵĞŵŽƌŝĞƐƐƵƌĨĂĐŝŶŐĨƌŽŵƚŚĞĚĞƉƚŚŽĨŚŝƐ
ŚĞĂƌƚ͍
“You loved it here,” I say, as I have said so many times, over all of my
ůŝĨĞƚŝŵĞ͘
He nods. “That I did. We’d come from the dirt and grim of the city.
dŚĞƚƌĂŝŶƐŶĂƚĐŚĞĚƵƐĨƌŽŵƚŚĞƌĞ͖ƐƉĂƚƵƐŽƵƚŚĞƌĞ͘dŽƚŚŝƐƉůĂĐĞ͘^Ž
beautiful. We hadn’t seen ĨĞůůƐďĞĨŽƌĞ͕ŶŽƌĨŝĞůĚƐǁŝƚŚƐŚĞĞƉĂŶĚĐŽǁƐ
in them. It was like a foreign country.”
“Like a holiday.” I say. 
He smiles. “Aye. Like what mam told us, me and Joyce, when she set
us off. It’s going to be a kind of holiday.”
ŚŽůŝĚĂǇƚŚĂƚůĂƐƚĞĚǇĞĂƌƐ͖ĂŚŽůŝĚĂǇƚŚĂƚǁĂƐĂŶĞƐĐĂƉĞ͘

THE CHRISTMAS LEGIONS©
A Victorian Pastiche

I turn from his beloved, aged face to the water’s edge. The ghost of a
ďŽǇƉůĂǇƐƚŚĞƌĞ͕ƚŚĞƐŚĂĚŽǁŽĨŚŝƐƐŝƐƚĞƌĚĂŶĐĞƐŝŶƚŚĞĐŽƌŶĞƌŽĨŵǇ
eye; he’s skimming stones, sailing paper boats, looking into the blue
ĂďŽǀĞŚŽƉĞĨƵůŽĨŐůŝŵƉƐŝŶŐĂƐƚƌĂǇĨŝŐŚƚĞƌƉůĂŶĞ͘/ƐĞĞŚŝŵŶŽǁ͖ůŽŶŐ
ĂŐŽ͘/ǁŽŶĚĞƌŚŽǁŚĞďƵƌŝĞĚƚŚĞĐůŽǇŝŶŐĨĞĂƌŽĨǁĂŝůŝŶŐďŽŵďƐĂŶĚƚŚĞ
ĐƌĞĞƉŝŶŐǇĞůůŽǁĚĞĐĂǇŽĨŐĂƐƚŚĂƚŚƵŶŐŽǀĞƌƚŚĞĐŽǁĞƌŝŶŐ͕ŐƌŝŵǇĐŝƚǇ
ĂŶĚŚŝƐůĞĨƚďĞŚŝŶĚƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ͘

by Geoffrey Iley

This is a Towcester legend, and it’s one that’s often told
As Christmas Day approaches and the nights are bleak and cold.
Then Watling Street falls silent; gone is the traffic's hum.
And children hear a murmur, from the beat of a ghostly drum
As down the Roman highway the phantom legions come.

“I was happy here,” he says. ,Ğ ĐůŽƐĞƐ ƚŚĞ ĨŝŶŐĞƌƐ ŽĨ ŽŶĞ ŚĂŶĚ͕
ŐŶĂƌůĞĚ͕ƚƌĞŵďůŝŶŐ͕ŽǀĞƌŵǇŽǁŶ͘ƌĞĂƐƐƵƌĂŶĐĞ͕ĂĐŽŵĨŽƌƚ͕ĂƐŝĨŚĞ
ĐĂŶƌĞĂĚŵǇƚƌŽƵďůĞĚŵŝŶĚ͘
/ ŶŽĚ͘ dŚĞ ƚĂƌŶ ďůƵƌƐ͘ / ĚŽ ŶŽƚ ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ ƐǁĞůůŝŶŐ ƐŽƌƌŽǁ ƚŚĂƚ
ƐƵĨĨƵƐĞƐŵĞ͘/ĞŶƚǁŝŶĞŵǇĨŝŶŐĞƌƐǁŝƚŚŚŝƐ͘,ŽǁŵĂŶǇƚŝŵĞƐŚĂǀĞ/
ŚĞĂƌĚƚŚŝƐƐƚŽƌǇ͕ŽĨŚŝƐůŝĨĞŝŶƚŚŝƐƵŵďƌŝĂŶŚĂǀĞŶ͕ƐĞƚŝŶŐƌŽƚĞƐƋƵĞ
ƉĂƌĂĚŽǆ ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ ƚŚĞ ďĂĐŬĚƌŽƉ ŽĨ ǁĂƌ͕ ƚŚŝƐ ƚŝŵĞ ƚŚĂƚ ǁĂƐ Ă ůŽƐƐ͕ ƚŚĞ
ƉƌŝĐĞĨŽƌŚŝƐƐĂĨĞƚǇ͘

And as their ghostly sandals
March down the ancient street,
Their spirits sense those children
Who’re tidy, clean and neat.
Then, Christmas Day will be a joy
For every virtuous girl and boy.

,ŝƐĨŝŶŐĞƌƐĐůŽƐĞƚŝŐŚƚůǇŽŶŵŝŶĞ͘,ŝƐŚĂŶĚŝƐǁĂƌŵ͘


*********************
But as for those who’ve not been good - well, that’s a different tale
They won’t enjoy their Christmas; their toys will break and fail.
So, Towcester children, please be good, for if not you should fear
The march of phantom legions - and Christmastide is near!
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dŚĞĐŽůůĂƉƐĞŽĨƚŚĞƚƌĂǀĞůĨŝƌŵdŚŽŵĂƐŽŽŬŚĂƐŚĂĚĂĚĞǀĂƐƚĂƚŝŶŐĞĨĨĞĐƚƵƉŽŶŵĂŶǇƉĞŽƉůĞ͘
dŚĞŶĞǁƐƚŚĂƚ,ĂǇƐdƌĂǀĞůŚĂƐďŽƵŐŚƚƚŚĞ,ŝŐŚ^ƚƌĞĞƚƐŚŽƉƐĂŶĚƐĂǀĞĚŽǀĞƌϮ͕ϬϬϬũŽďƐŝƐ
ŐƌĞĂƚŶĞǁƐĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇďĞĨŽƌĞŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ͘dŚĞĚĞĐůĂƌĞĚĂŝŵŽĨdŚŽŵĂƐŽŽŬǁŚĞŶŚĞƐƚĂƌƚĞĚ
ŚŝƐĐŽŵƉĂŶǇǁĂƐƚŽΖďƌŝŶŐƉĞŽƉůĞĐůŽƐĞƚŽŽŶĞĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ͕ĂŶĚƚŽƚŚĞŝƌƌĞĂƚŽƌ͘Ζ
zŽƵĨŝŶĚƚŚĞƐĂŵĞŽďũĞĐƚŝǀĞŝŶƚŚĞƐƚŽƌǇŽĨŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ͘dŚĞŚƌŝƐƚŝĂŶĂƵƚŚŽƌ:ŽĞů'ƌĞĞŶƉƵƚƐ
ŝƚ͕ΖdŚƌŽƵŐŚ'ŽĚƐĞŶĚŝŶŐ:ĞƐƵƐŝŶƚŽƚŚĞǁŽƌůĚ͕ƉĞŽƉůĞĚŽŶŽƚŵĞƌĞůǇƐĞĞƚŚĞĞǀŝĚĞŶĐĞŽĨ'ŽĚΖƐ
ĚŽŵŝŶŝŽŶ͕ƚŚĞǇĂƌĞĞŶŐƵůĨĞĚďǇŝƚ͕ƚŚĞǇĂƌĞ͕ĂƐŝƚǁĞƌĞ͕ůĞĚĨƌŽŵƚŚĞĚŽŵŝŶŝŽŶŽĨĚĂƌŬŶĞƐƐ
ŝŶƚŽƚŚĞůŝŐŚƚ͘Ζ:ĞƐƵƐǁĂƐŶŽƚũƵƐƚĂůŝŐŚƚƚŽĂƐŝŶŐůĞŐƌŽƵƉŽĨƉĞŽƉůĞĐĂůůĞĚƚŚĞ:ĞǁŝƐŚŶĂƚŝŽŶ͕
ďƵƚĂůŝŐŚƚĨŽƌĂůůŶĂƚŝŽŶƐĂŶĚĂůůƉĞŽƉůĞ͘
KŶƚŚĂƚĨŝƌƐƚŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐĂǇŽƵŶŐĐŽƵƉůĞĐĂůůĞĚ:ŽƐĞƉŚĂŶĚDĂƌǇǁĞůĐŽŵĞĚ:ĞƐƵƐŝŶƚŽƚŚĞǁŽƌůĚ͕ĂŶĚƚŚĞǇĂůƐŽƐŝŵƵůƚĂŶĞŽƵƐůǇǁĞůĐŽŵĞĚƐƚƌĂŶŐĞƌƐ
ŝŶƚŽƚŚĞŝƌŚĞĂƌƚƐ͗^ŚĞƉŚĞƌĚƐĂŶĚtŝƐĞDĞŶ͘
dŚŽŵĂƐŽŽŬƐŽƵŐŚƚƚŽŵĂŬĞΖ'ŽĚΖƐĞĂƌƚŚǁŝƚŚĂůůŝƚƐĨƵůůŶĞƐƐĂŶĚďĞĂƵƚǇΖĂĐĐĞƐƐŝďůĞƚŽĂůů͘DĂƌǇĂŶĚ:ŽƐĞƉŚǁĞůĐŽŵĞĚĂůůǁŚŽǁĂŶƚĞĚƚŽŬŶŽǁ
ĂŶĚƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŵŽƌĞĂďŽƵƚ'ŽĚƌĞǀĞĂůĞĚŝŶ:ĞƐƵƐ͘^Ž͕ƚŚŝƐŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ͕ǁŚŽǁŝůůǇŽƵŝŶǀŝƚĞƚŽƐŚĂƌĞŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐǁŝƚŚǇŽƵ͍&ƌŝĞŶĚƐĂŶĚĨĂŵŝůǇŽŶůǇ͍
KƌĂƌĞǇŽƵǁŝůůŝŶŐƚŽƌĞĐĞŝǀĞƐƚƌĂŶŐĞƌƐƚŚĂƚ'ŽĚŵĂǇƐĞŶĚǇŽƵƌǁĂǇ͍tŝůůǇŽƵůĞƚƚŚĞŵŝŶƚŽǇŽƵƌŚŽŵĞ͍tŝůůǇŽƵůĞƚƚŚĞŵŝŶƚŽǇŽƵƌŚĞĂƌƚ͍
WƌŝŵĞDŝŶŝƐƚĞƌtŝůůŝĂŵ'ůĂĚƐƚŽŶĞǁĞůĐŽŵĞĚdŚŽŵĂƐŽŽŬΖƐĞĨĨŽƌƚƐďǇƐĂǇŝŶŐΖǁŚŽůĞĐůĂƐƐĞƐŚĂǀĞĨŽƌƚŚĞĨŝƌƐƚƚŝŵĞ͕ĨŽƵŶĚĞĂƐǇĂĐĐĞƐƐƚŽĨŽƌĞŝŐŶ
ĐŽƵŶƚƌŝĞƐ͕ ĂŶĚ ŚĂǀĞ ĂĐƋƵŝƌĞĚ ƐŽŵĞ ŽĨ ƚŚĂƚ ĨĂŵŝůŝĂƌŝƚǇ͕ ĂŶĚ ĐůŽƐĞŶĞƐƐ ƚŽ ŶĂƚƵƌĞ͕ ǁŚŝĐŚ ďƌĞĞĚƐ ŶŽƚ ĐŽŶƚĞŵƉƚ ďƵƚ ŬŝŶĚŶĞƐƐ͘Ζ /ŶĐůƵƐŝŽŶ ĨŽƌ Ăůů͕
ĐůŽƐĞŶĞƐƐ ƚŽ ŶĂƚƵƌĞ͕ ŬŝŶĚŶĞƐƐ ƚŽ ƐƚƌĂŶŐĞƌƐ͕ ĨƌŝĞŶĚƐŚŝƉ͕ ĞǆƉĂŶƐŝŽŶ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ƐŽƵů͘  EŽƚ ďĂĚ ƉƌŝŶĐŝƉůĞƐ ƚŽ ďƵŝůĚ ŝŶƚŽ ŽƵƌ ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ ĂŶĚ
ĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƚŝŽŶŽĨƚŚĞƌĞĂůŝƚǇŽĨŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ͘
DĂǇǇŽƵŚĂǀĞĂŶĞŶũŽǇĂďůĞĂŶĚďůĞƐƐĞĚŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ͘

WĂƵů<ŶŝŐŚƚZĞǀ͘
dŽǀĞsĂůůĞǇĂƉƚŝƐƚ&ĞůůŽǁƐŚŝƉ
KŶďĞŚĂůĨŽĨŚƵƌĐŚĞƐdŽŐĞƚŚĞƌdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ


Towcester’s Peal of Twelve Bells – Thirty Years On
The story of the bells of St Lawrence and the bell scheme features in the Towcester & District Local History Society
book “Towcester: The story of an English country town”. Thirty years ago, in 1989, eight bells were acquired from
Christ Church Todmorden, Yorkshire with the assistance of the Hicks Charity. Four extra bells were donated to
increase the number of bells to 12 and additional funds were raised by The St. Lawrence Society of Ringers who also
gave the Treble bell. The frame was built locally by the ringers with some key second-hand parts. Some of the frame
came from the closed church of St. John the Divine, Leicester when those bells were transferred to Peterborough
Cathedral. Other fittings came from St Martins-in-the-Fields, London when the old bells went all the way to Perth in
Western Australia.
Of the 145 rings of 12 bells in the world, St Lawrence has a reputation as one of the finest examples for tone and
quality. They are seen as an important part of the national bell ringing heritage.
The Todmorden bells were installed in Towcester using their original 90-year-old wooden wheels and fittings as funds did not stretch to new
ones at the time. They have given good service for 30 years but increasingly require maintenance and repair. We now need to restore those
parts of the installation that are approaching the end of their useful life. This will complete the task started 30 years ago and leave the bells in
a fine state of repair for generations to come. The main work will be the provision of new wheels to replace the 120-year-old originals from
Todmorden, as well as the update or repair of other wooden fittings.
The St Lawrence Society of Ringers has set out to raise the money to fund the work required, and we will do as much of it as we can ourselves
to reduce the cost, including working alongside the professional bell hangers where possible.
On September 28th, the St Lawrence Society hosted the Robert B Smith Twelve Bell Competition which saw teams from across the country
(including Towcester) take part. This contest is aimed at those ringers who do not reach the dizzy heights of the National Twelve Bell Contest,
which Towcester has also entered every year since 1991; on this occasion the ringers representing Towcester came third on their first occasion
of entering the Robert B Smith contest.
St Lawrence Church held a fete in the Vicarage garden to coincide with the competition, which enabled the wider public to be made aware of
the history of the bells and the plans for further work. Many pledges and donations were made as a result of the day, and we have made a
really good start to reaching our target of around £13,800. We hope to undertake the work after Easter next year.
If you would like to know more about the plans for the bells or are interested in making a donation to the scheme (perhaps by paying for a
personal quarter peal to be rung to mark your special occasion), please contact Joanne Wilby (secretary@bellsoftowcester.org.uk). Our
website http://www.bellsoftowcester.org.uk has more information about the history of our bells.
The St Lawrence Society practices on Friday evenings between 8 and 9.30pm; please contact us if you would like to visit or maybe learn to
ring yourself! 
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Christmas season starts early for Towcester Studio Band …

our home and hoping that through our music we can attract visitors to
this region. Any help to deliver that message will be greatly appreciated.

The Band enjoyed a very busy summer and Autumn period, the highlight
of which was our concert on 14th September. Following the very
successful handing over of the Musical Director’s baton from Neil
Brownless to Peter Wain, the Band is now focused on many new
challenges.

We do hope to see and hear you at one of our Christmas events and
take this opportunity to thank our Patrons, Friends of Towcester Studio
Band and very many loyal supporters whose regular attendance at our
concerts enables Towcester Studio Band to fulfil its musical and
community objectives! Have a very Merry Christmas, wishing you all
good health and happiness in 2020.

The Christmas season kicked off with a visit to The Bell Plantation on
7th November! We were invited to support their Christmas launch event
in 2018 and were delighted to return this year. Playing Christmas Carols
in November is a bit odd; that said, some shops were blasting them out
in October!

Concert Alert!

At the time of writing this article, the Band had been invited to perform
at the new MK Winterland, which is being staged at Towcester
Racecourse. The Grand opening was on Friday, 22nd November and our
role was to take to the stage after East 17 and play some traditional
Christmas music to bring some Christmas cheer and to help get people
in the mood.

The Band is returning to the wonderful surroundings of Stowe School’s
Ugland Auditorium for its Spring concert. More details will be published
in the new year but please note the date: Saturday, 25th April. We have
a very special event planned to include Composition and Performance
workshops during the day and an evening concert featuring Jonny
Bates, Solo Tenor Horn with Foden’s Band.

The organisers of this terrific event engaged the Band to play weekly
through the season. We started on 22nd November, followed by visits on
Friday, 6th December, Saturday, 14th and 21st and the finale is on
Christmas Eve. If you fancy a good old Christmas singsong, please pay
us a visit. We will be playing from 7-9:30pm each night. These are
approximate timings at this stage.

Regular updates will be featured on the Band’s website
www.towcesterstudioband.co.uk

Towcester Studio Band

Local performances in December….

The winter season is always very busy for the Band with key fundraising
initiatives geared towards replacing the asbestos roof on the band-room
and next year’s tour, (subject to Brexit approval!!) which is to the
beautiful Rhineland in Germany.
Many years ago, in 1973, the Band made its first tour to Rhineland as
part of a twinning arrangement with Musikverein Wirges. This will be the
first tour for several years and forty personnel (players and supporters)
will board the coach on 28th August bound for Dover!
If any companies or individuals are interested in sponsoring an element
of the tour, please get in touch with Kevin Hawkins (07525 912069) for
further discussions. We will be promoting the wonderful town of
Towcester and the South Northants area that we are privileged to call
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Friday, 6th

MK Winterland

Sunday, 8th

The Bell Plantation

Saturday, 14th

MK Winterland

Sunday, 15th

Towcester Care Homes,
Malthouse Court & The Mill Brewery

Wednesday, 18th

Christmas Concert, St Lawrence Church
7:30pm start, tickets on the door

Thursday, 19th

Christmas Carols Service, Market Square

Sunday, 22nd

Tesco, Towcester

Tuesday, 24th

Christmas finale at MK Winterland

WHITTLEBURY WHALE WALK
Northamptonshire
offers
a
surprising variety of landscapes
from the rolling hills in the north
to the scenic vistas and amazing
woodlands in the south. If you
add the Grand Union Canal with
its many towpaths, quaint little
villages that are secreted in
history it is no wonder that they
call this county the “Hidden
Cotswolds”.
Distance:
Surface:
Difficulty:
Dog Friendly:
Approx time:

4 miles
Varied
Moderate
Small dogs
(lots of stiles)
1h 50m

We call this walk the Whittlebury
Whale walk as the map is shaped
like a whale, no other reason. This
walk is very scenic with
spectacular views over open
countryside.
There are many

The Adventure Geek Walking Club is a Northamptonshire based
organisation providing guided and self-guided walks in the area.
Get Outside, Get Inspired and Go Take A Hike!

stiles and also cows / sheep on
this particular trail, so larger dogs
may be problematic. The trail
takes you around the back of the
Silverstone Circuit which is great
for photos!

Parking in the long layby before you enter the village (check What3Words:
https://what3words.com/ranges.note.shackles) and make your way by foot
towards the village.
You will pass the ‘Welcome to Whittlebury’ sign, cross the road and follow the
footpath sign. Continue along the lane and turn right onto the road (there is no
footpath for about 100 yards or so).
See if you can spot the eagle on the Home Farm roof and then turn left into the
maze. Weaving your way through the maze you will emerge outside the fantastic
church. Check out those views to your right – you will be heading that way
shortly!
Over the stile and straight down the middle of the field. We now have a series of
stiles to climb over (see photos on the downloadable version of this walk). Look
out for a concrete tube that you will walk over and you know you are on the right
track.
Continue on the footpath that goes through a few more fields and then over a dirt
track. Get your legs ready for a series of double stiles and be aware that there
are often cows in these fields.
In the corner of the field you will pass through a kissing gate, then turn right and
head up towards the road. At the road turn left and you will soon see the
Silverstone Circuit on your right. Take the left fork, ignore the yellow arrows and
continue straight ahead. You are following the hedge line and heading for the
woods in the distance.
Follow the path that leads you through the woods and see if you can spot a hidden
lake on the left. Eventually you will emerge at the back of Whittlebury Hall.
Say hi to the ponies and horses and you make your way out of the estate and
onto the main road. Turn left and follow the road through the village until you
have arrived back at your car.
Download this walk to your phone: visit www.adventuregeek.co.uk/ag06
Check out our latest guided walks: https://adventuregeek.co.uk/events
Download more self-guided walks:
https://www.adventuregeek.co.uk/shop-online/
Contact: Julia Doherty – 07855 522027
or email julia@adventuregeek.co.uk for more information.
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