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A WORD FROM THE TOWN MAYOR
Is it that time already? A year seems to have
flown by and my Mayoral year is nearly up.
It has not been an easy year, with COVID
lockdown at the beginning of 2021 and a
return to tighter restrictions toward the end
but there have been a lot of positives.
We saw hope as the high street began to
reopen and it was fantastic to see life
beginning to get back to normal. There was
fantastic attendance at the St Lawrence
Garden Fete and ongoing success of events in
the Town Hall (Gift bazaar and Handmade
Fayre), the commissioning of the new Tove
Centre for the Baptist fellowship among
others.
A particular highlight for me in my Mayoral
year was the increased awareness raised of
our local suffragette, Marie Weller. As a result

of the huge amount of work by the Towcester
Local History Society, our WI and the Town
Council, led by Max Marchini, the Council have
agreed to a permanent green plaque on the
Town Hall commemorating her achievements.
As we cautiously started 2022, I was delighted
to attend a charity karaoke evening, hosted by
John and Sam at Towcester Mill. I have to say
that it was a fun event with a brilliant turnout.
As someone who is well known to have a
singing voice so bad it could strip wallpaper, I
was delighted to provide a stirring rendition of
John Denvers ‘Country Roads’!

It has been a privilege to be Towcester Town
Mayor for 2021/2022 – enjoyable and
challenging in equal respects but also hugely
rewarding. I look forward to reporting on the
final totals raised for the Town Mayor’s
charities in the next edition and welcoming our
new Mayor.
In the interim, I’ll be working on my next zinger
for karaoke at The Mill … if I get invited back.

Damian
Cllr Damian Reynolds
Towcester Town Mayor 2021-22

As I approach the final few months of my
Mayoral year, it is important to me to do what
I can to help raise money and awareness for
my two chosen charities: Renew169
Wellnbeing Café and Northamptonshire and
Warwickshire Air Ambulance. Both are very
important in different ways, and I would urge
you to have a look at what they do for us and
maybe donate a little for their continued
upkeep.
I also invite you to the Annual Community
Town Meeting at 7-9pm on Monday 7th March
at The Sawpits Centre. This is your opportunity
to meet Town Councillors and other
community organisations to find out what
we’ve been up to over the last 12 months.

Cllr Reynolds & Cllr Macaulay
Charity Karaoke Night
Towcester Mill Brewery

BEST KEPT GARDEN 2022


Towcester’s
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Entries are invited from green-fingered residents for this year’s ‘Best Kept Garden
Competition’. There are so many beautifully maintained private gardens in the
town and taking part is very simple. Entries will be judged by the Town Mayor at
the end of July and a prize and certificate awarded for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place. The
only criterion is the garden MUST be in public view. If you wish to enter your
garden, or that of a neighbour or friend, please complete and return this form to
the Town Council Office by Friday 1st July 2022. We are hoping for a bumper
number of entries this year as so many of you have been spending time in your
gardens! To enter online, visit https://www.towcester-tc.gov.uk/best-kept-gardencompetition-202.html
Photo: Last year’s winners, John & Ange Ager of Haydock Close
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WůĞĂƐĞ ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞ ĂŶĚ ƌĞƚƵƌŶ ƚŽ
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Towcester Town Crier is published by Towcester Town Council and is open to contributions from all organisations and individuals in the town.
We operate strict deadlines for advertising / copy and submissions will not be accepted after these dates. Advertising and editorial copy should
be sent to Lizzi Bucklow-Holt at the Town Council Offices, Town Hall (tel: 01327 350995; email: enquiries@towcester-tc.gov.uk). Articles
appearing contain the views of the person submitting the item and are not necessarily the views of the Town Council. More details on the
Council’s website www.towcester-tc.gov.uk/towcester-town-crier.html
Printed by R1 Print & Design, Silverstone
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REGULAR EVENTS
ANTIQUES & FLEA MARKET
Every Friday, Towcester Town Hall
COUNTRY MARKET
9-11:30am, Thursdays
Local produce from bakers, growers, and
makers, plus refreshments.
The Sawpits Centre, Richmond Road
TOWCESTER HANDMADE FAYRE
1st Saturday of the month
Artisan craft fayre. Products made and sold by
local artists and makers.
9:30am-4pm Towcester Town Hall
TOWCESTER FARMER’S MARKET
2nd Friday of the month
Outdoor market of independent local stalls
and producers.
9am-1pm Richmond Road Car Park
TOWCESTER GIFT BAZAAR
Last Saturday of the month
Craft and gift fair
9:30am-4pm Towcester Town Hall

MARCH
4 : WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
10:30am St Lawrence Church
th

7 : ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
7-9pm The Sawpits Centre, Richmond Road
Public meeting for residents to meet the
council and various local committees, clubs
and organisations and consider/discuss
matters of local interest and importance. All
residents welcome.

16th-18th : ART SOCIETY EXHIBITION
10:30am -4:30pm Towcester Town Hall
17th : EASTER FAMILY SERVICE
10:30am Tove Valley Centre
23rd : THE WHIRLYGIGS
Folk band playing popular hits across the
decades plus Ploughmans Supper
Book in advance at Tove Benefice Office
7:30pm Chantry House
28th : FASHION SHOW
Towcester Evening WI hosting Rock Those
Frocks. £6 including glass of wine. Contact
towcesterwi@gmail.com
7pm Towcester Town Hall

MAY
9 : INAUGURATION OF TOWN MAYOR
7pm Towcester Town Hall (invite only)
th

11th : POLICE SURGERY
10am-12noon Towcester Library, The Forum

19th : POLARIS SPRING GALA OPERA
6:30pm for 7pm Towcester Town Hall
Light-hearted programme of popular opera,
operetta and waltz music. Featuring favourites
by Puccini, Strauss, Lehar, Kalman and
Offenbach. Special guest string ensemble led
by Musical Director, Ian Riley.
Helen Appleton (Soprano), Karen Davies
(Soprano), Andrew Powis (Tenor), and
introducing Dan Woodhouse (Baritone).
Tickets £12 www.polarisopera.com
19th : BRIC-A-BRAC & PLANT SALE
Meeting Lane, Towcester
26th : THE ELTON EXPERIENCE
Elton Tribute night at Towcester Mill Brewery
www.towcestermillbrewery.co.uk
26th/27th : TOWCESTER TIDY UP
Part of the Keep Britain Tidy Campaign.
Volunteers required. Equipment provided.
Contact Rotarian David Reed.
dreedsfm@sky.com

APRIL
1st-18th : School Holidays
6th : FAMILY FUN DAY
11am-3pm Towcester Recreation Ground
Activities by Oxfordshire Play Association
15th : POLICE SURGERY
2-4pm Towcester Library, The Forum
15th : FAMILY EASTER EGG HUNT
Children’s games, activities & tombola
2-4pm St Lawrence Church

6th : BLAKESLEY SHOW & GYMKHANA
A rural and traditional event, hosting
equestrian, livestock, and trade exhibitions
www.blakesleyshow.co.uk
John Lawson’s Circus (TBC)
Recreation Ground

SEPTEMBER
3 /4 : ALDERTON ART FESTIVAL (TBC)
Exhibition and sale of arts and crafts, antiques
and books. BBQ, Real Ales, refreshments and
Grand Prize Draw.
www.aldertonartfestival.co.uk
rd

th

5th : School Year Starts

OCTOBER

14th : COMMUNITY POLICE EVENT
Towcester Town Hall

1 -9 : SOUTH NORTHANTS ARTS TRAIL
Visit local artists in their studios or community
venues, watch them in action and purchase or
commission one-of-a-kind artworks.
www.arts-sn.org.uk

30th May-3rd June : School Holidays

21st-28th : School Holidays

14th : BIG FUN DAY
Tove Valley Centre

th

9th : POLICE SURGERY
2-4pm Towcester Library, The Forum

AUGUST
24th July : School Summer Holidays Start

JUNE
2nd–5th QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE
4th : TOWCESTER JUBILEE FAYRE
A fun day out for all the family. More details in
the next issue.
11am-5pm Towcester Recreation Ground

st

th

22nd : MUSICA CONCERT
Acapella Choir, wine & nibbles
Book in advance at Tove Benefice Office
St Lawrence Church
26th : FAMILY FUN DAY
11am-3pm Recreation ground
Activities by Oxfordshire Play Association

NOVEMBER

5th : BIG JUBILEE LUNCH STREET PARTIES
10th : POLICE SURGERY
2-4pm Towcester Library, The Forum
11th/12th : TOWCESTER FOOD FESTIVAL
Celebration of artisan food and drink. Food
and drink stalls, street food, live music lawns.
Towcester Racecourse
www.towcesterfoodfestival.co.uk
17th-19th : 20 YEARS OF TOWCESTER
MIDSUMMER MUSIC FESTIVAL
The Rotary and Lions clubs of Towcester are
delighted that this year's 20th Anniversary
festival will take place LIVE across Towcester
town centre, inc. a firework spectacular on the
Saturday night. More details in the next issue.
18th : ARMED FORCES EVENT
RBL Event for veterans, service personnel
and their families
Contact David Reed 01327 352414
dreedsfm@sky.com
Towcester Town Hall
18th/19th : FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT
Recreation Ground
25th : ARMED FORCES DAY

JULY
1st-3rd : F1 BRITISH GRAND PRIX
Silverstone Circuit
9 : VICARAGE FETE & OPEN GARDENS
Towcester open gardens and family fun and
games in the Vicarage Garden.
th
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26 /27 ART SOCIETY EXHIBITION
Towcester Town Hall
th

th

DECEMBER
15 : CAROLS IN THE SQUARE
Market Square
th

16th : Schools break up for Christmas

COMMUNITY GROUPS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Towcester Evening WI
Rotary Club of Towcester
Rotary eClub of District 1070
Towcester & District Lions Club
Towcester U3A
Towcester Scout & Guide Groups
Towcester Choral Society
Towcester Local History Society
Towcester Writers Group
Towcester Museum
Towcester Studio Band
Churches Together
Towcester & District Art Society
South Northants Arts Group

Share your group or event with the
community. To be included in the May issue,
contact the editor by 25th March by email at
enquiries@towcester-tc.gov.uk Charges may
apply.

TOWCESTER

Church of England
Primary School
Islington Road, Towcester, Northamptonshire NN12 6AU

enjoy, believe, a chieve, su cceed

• Spacious and visually
exciting school
environment

• All children achieve their
potential through a wide
range of opportunities

• Opening up children’s
• Attainment and progress minds to learning outside
of the classroom
is consistently above
• Inclusive and friendly

national expectations

• A town school with a
village feel

• Whole school choir that
loves to sing

• An exciting Foundation
Stage offering the starting
• Classroom on BIG yellow bus
blocks for life-long learning

• Amazing sports opportunities
• Strong partnership with
international schools
• Governors, teachers, parents
and local community work
together to enrich, develop
and support all pupils

RATED
‘GOOD’ BY

Please call us on 01327 350332 or email
bursar@towcester-pri.northants-ecl.gov.uk

we would love to hear from you
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www.towcesterprimary.northants.sch.uk

DIY SOS Community Delivers Amazing Transformation in Time for Christmas
True to the form of the famous TV program, DIY SOS,
local businesses and members of the community
came together to help Towcester C of E Primary
complete a new Library building in time for a special
Christmas visitor!

In addition to completing the building works, help was also
organised to clear the Forest School facility which had
been badly damaged by recent storms. Mrs Sally Beaton
said “I cannot thank the local Garden Buddies team and
Tree Surgeons enough for all their hard work making this
area safe and beautiful once more. The children enjoy and
love their time so much in this wonderful area”.

In the space of just over a month, the almost impossible
was made possible completing what had proved to be a
challenging project of relocating a modular building and
turning it into a smart new library for the school. However,
thanks to local individuals and companies, the children will
now be able to enjoy and benefit from this magnificent new
facility. The Transformation was led by one of the parents,
Mr Steve Challen, and using monies raised by FOTOPS,
Steve organised and engaged local community members
and businesses who gave their time and services, either
for free or at reduced cost to get the project completed in
time for Christmas.

After what has been a difficult school year, and with the
works carefully coordinated to complete by the end of the
school term, on the last day FOTOPS and Mr Challen
organised an amazing day of Christmas activities and fun
for the Children. This included many craft activities, a
Christmas Trail through the Forest School, and the
Children’s first visit to their new library which had been
transformed into a magical Santa’s Grotto!

Head Teacher, Mrs Sally Beaton, said “We were all
absolutely amazed by the rapid and incredible
transformation that has been achieved in such a short
space of time, and to such an incredibly high standard. I
would personally like to thank the wonderful team for their
efforts and generosity. It really is quite a moving
experience when people come together so generously to
help like this.”

Mrs Sally Beaton
Head Teacher
Towcester C of E Primary School
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^ŽĐŝĞƚǇǁŚŝĐŚǁĂƐŝŶŝƚŝĂƚĞĚďǇĂƌĞƋƵĞƐƚĨƌŽŵƚŚĞWĂƌŝƐŚŽƵŶĐŝůǁŚŽǁĂŶƚĞĚĂƌĞĐŽƌĚƚŽďĞŬĞƉƚ
ŽĨƚŚĞĨĂƐƚͲĚŝƐĂƉƉĞĂƌŝŶŐƉŚǇƐŝĐĂůĂƐƉĞĐƚƐŽĨŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐĂůdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͘
KŶ ϭϱƚŚ DĂƌĐŚ ϭϵϴϮ͕ ƚŚĞ ƉĂƌůŽƵƌ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ
ǀŝĐĂƌĂŐĞ ǁĂƐ ĨŝůůĞĚ ƚŽ ĐĂƉĂĐŝƚǇ ĂƐ ϯϮ
ĞŶƚŚƵƐŝĂƐƚŝĐůŽĐĂůƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐĐƌĂŵŵĞĚŝŶƚŽƚŚĞ
ƌŽŽŵ͘dŚĞ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇǁĂƐďŽƌŶĂŶĚĂƚƚƌĂĐƚĞĚϯϴ
ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ ǁŚŽ ǀŽƚĞĚ zǀŽŶŶĞ KƌĐŚĂƌĚ ĂƐ ƚŚĞ
ĨŝƌƐƚ ĐŚĂŝƌƉĞƌƐŽŶ͘  dŚĞ ŵĞŵďĞƌƐŚŝƉ ŝƐ ŶŽǁ
ŶĞĂƌůǇ ƚƌŝƉůĞ ƚŚĂƚ ŶƵŵďĞƌ ďƵƚ ƚŚĂƚ ĚŽĞƐ ŶŽƚ
ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ ĨƵůůǇ ƚŚĞ ĞǆƚĞŶƐŝǀĞ ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚ ƚŚĂƚ
ƚŚĞƌĞŝƐŝŶƚŚĞŚŝƐƚŽƌǇŽĨƚŚĞƚŽǁŶ͘ŶŽĨĨƐŚŽŽƚ
ŽĨƚŚĞ,ŝƐƚŽƌǇ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇŝƐƚŚĞdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ,ŝƐƚŽƌǇ
ĂŶĚ
WŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚƐ
&ĂĐĞďŽŽŬ
ŐƌŽƵƉ
;ŚƚƚƉƐ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ĨĂĐĞďŽŽŬ͘ĐŽŵͬŐƌŽƵƉƐͬϭϮϴϱϭϮ
ϯϳϳϮϮϯϰϲϭͿǁŚŝĐŚŶŽǁŚĂƐĂŵĞŵďĞƌƐŚŝƉŽĨ
ŽǀĞƌϯϲϬϬ͕ǁŝƚŚŵĞŵďĞƌƐĂƐĨĂƌĂǁĂǇĂƐEŽƌƚŚ
ŵĞƌŝĐĂĂŶĚƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ͘

KŶ ϭϯƚŚ Ɖƌŝů͕ ůŝƐŽŶ ƐŬƌŝĞƚƚ ǁŝůů ďĞ ŐŝǀŝŶŐ Ă
ƚĂůŬĞŶƚŝƚůĞĚtŚĂƚĚŝĚƚŚĞ'ĞŽƌŐŝĂŶƐĂƚ͍&ŝŶĚ
ŽƵƚ ĂďŽƵƚ ϭϴƚŚ ĐĞŶƚƵƌǇ ĐŚŽĐŽůĂƚĞ͕ ƚŚĞ
ƐŝŐŶŝĨŝĐĂŶĐĞ ŽĨ ƉŝŶĞĂƉƉůĞƐ ĂŶĚ ǁŚǇ ŐŝŶ ǁĂƐ
ƐĞĞŶĂƐĂƐŽĐŝĂůĞǀŝů͊&ŽŽĚŝŶƚŚĞϭϴƚŚĐĞŶƚƵƌǇ
ŝƐ Ă ĨĂƐĐŝŶĂƚŝŶŐ ƐƵďũĞĐƚ ǁŝƚŚ ŵĂŶǇ ƐƵƌƉƌŝƐŝŶŐ
ƐŝŵŝůĂƌŝƚŝĞƐ ƚŽ ŵŽĚĞƌŶ ĐŽŽŬŝŶŐ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ
ƐƉĞĂŬĞƌ ŚĂƐ ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĂďůĞ ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ ŽĨ
ĐŽŽŬŝŶŐƉĞƌŝŽĚĚŝƐŚĞƐŝŶƉĞƌŝŽĚƐĞƚƚŝŶŐƐ͊

KŶĞŽĨƚŚĞĞĂƌůǇĂŝŵƐŽĨƚŚĞĨůĞĚŐůŝŶŐƐŽĐŝĞƚǇ
ǁĂƐƚŽƉƌŽĚƵĐĞƉĂŵƉŚůĞƚƐĂŶĚďŽŽŬƐŽŶƚŚĞ
history of the town and in 1983 the Society’s
ĨŝƌƐƚũŽƵƌŶĂůĞĚŝƚĞĚďǇZĂǇ'ƌĂǇǁĂƐƉƌŽĚƵĐĞĚ͕
ƉƌŝĐĞĚ ϵϱƉ͕ ǁŚŝĐŚ ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶĞĚ ϭϵ ƉĂŐĞƐ ŽĨ
ĂƌƚŝĐůĞƐ ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ZŽŵĂŶ ĞĨĞŶĐĞƐ ŽĨ
dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͕dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌhŶŝŽŶtŽƌŬŚŽƵƐĞ͕ƚŚĞ
Wood Burcote murder, and Harry Williams’s
ŵĞŵŽƌŝĞƐŽĨdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͘

dŚĞ ƚĂůŬ ďǇ ŽůŝŶ ZŽǁĞ ĞŶƚŝƚůĞĚ dŚĞ ,ƵŶƚŝŶŐ
ŵƉƌĞƐƐ ŽŶ ϴƚŚ :ƵŶĞ ŝƐ ŽĨ ůŽĐĂů ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚ͕ ĂƐ
Elizabeth of Austria (“Sisi”) Ͳ ƚŚĞ ƚƌĂŐŝĐ
ƌĞůƵĐƚĂŶƚ ŵƉƌĞƐƐ – ƌĞŶƚĞĚ ĂƐƚŽŶ EĞƐƚŽŶ
,ŽƵƐĞ ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞ ϭϴϳϲ ŚƵŶƚŝŶŐ ^ĞĂƐŽŶ ĂŶĚ ŚĞƌ
ƐŝƐƚĞƌ͕ ƚŚĞ ĞǆͲYƵĞĞŶ ŽĨ EĂƉůĞƐ ƌĞŶƚĞĚ WĂƌŬͲ
sŝĞǁ,ŽƵƐĞŽŶ>ŽŶĚŽŶZŽĂĚ͘dŚĞƚĂůŬǁŝůůƚĞůů
of Sisi’s ĞƐĐĂƉĞƐ ĨƌŽŵ ŽƵƌƚ ůŝĨĞ͕ ŚĞƌ ůŽǀĞ ŽĨ
ŚŽƌƐĞ ƌŝĚŝŶŐ͕ ĨŽǆ ŚƵŶƚŝŶŐ ĂŶĚ ĂĚǀĞŶƚƵƌĞƐ ŝŶ
ƚŚĞEŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶƐŚŝƌĞĐŽƵŶƚƌǇƐŝĚĞ͘

/ƚ ŝƐ ŚŽƉĞĚ ƚŚĂƚ Ă ŶĞǁ ďŽŽŬ ŽŶ dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ
ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ ǁŝůů ďĞ ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ ƚŚŝƐ ŵŽŶƚŚ Ăƚ
dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ DƵƐĞƵŵ͘ dŚŝƐ ďŽŽŬ ŝƐ ĞŶƚŝƚůĞĚ
Exploring Towcester’s Hidden Histories Ͳ Ă
'ƵŝĚĞďŽŽŬ͕ďǇ> 'ŝŐŐŝŶƐĂŶĚD ,ŽǁĂƌĚ͘
dŚŝƐ ĞǆƚĞŶƐŝǀĞůǇ ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚĞĚ ďŽŽŬ ŝƐ Ă ũŽŝŶƚ
ƉƵďůŝĐĂƚŝŽŶ ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ ĂŶĚ ŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ
>ŽĐĂů ,ŝƐƚŽƌǇ ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ ,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ
dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ ^ƵƌǀĞǇ 'ƌŽƵƉ͘ dŚĞ ƉƌŝĐĞ ŝƐ άϭϬ͕
ǁŝƚŚĂŶǇĨƵŶĚƐƌĂŝƐĞĚƐƵƉƉŽƌƚŝŶŐƚŚĞǁŽƌŬŽĨ
ďŽƚŚƚŚĞƐĞŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƚŝŽŶƐ͘

dŚŝƐǁŝůůďĞĨŽůůŽǁĞĚŽŶ ϭϭƚŚDĂǇďǇWĂƚƌŝĐŝĂ
,ĞĞĚ’s talk ǇƚŚĞŝƌƌĞƐƐŝǀŝĚĞĚ͘/ƚŝƐƚŚŽƵŐŚƚ
ƚŚĂƚ ǇŽƵ ĐŽƵůĚ ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞ ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌ Ă ƉĞƌƐŽŶ
ǁĂƐ Ă ZŽǇĂůŝƐƚ Žƌ WĂƌůŝĂŵĞŶƚĂƌŝĂŶ ďǇ ƚŚĞ
ĐůŽƚŚĞƐ ƚŚĞǇ ǁŽƌĞ͘  WƵƌŝƚĂŶƐ ǁŽƌĞ ďůĂĐŬ ĂŶĚ
ǁŚŝƚĞ–didn’t they? 

dŽĨŝŶĚŽƵƚŵŽƌĞĂďŽƵƚd>,^͕ŝƚƐƉƵďůŝĐĂƚŝŽŶ
ĂŶĚƚĂůŬƐ͕ǀŝƐŝƚ͗
ŚƚƚƉ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ŵŬŚĞƌŝƚĂŐĞ͘ŽƌŐ͘ƵŬͬƚĚůŚƐͬ
ƌŝĂŶ'ŝŐŐŝŶƐ͕d>,^ŚĂŝƌ

ůůϭϯϮͲƉĂŐĞƐĂƌĞŝŶĨƵůůĐŽůŽƵƌĂŶĚĐŽŶƚĂŝŶŽůĚ
ĂŶĚ ŵŽĚĞƌŶ ƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚƐ͕ ĚƌĂǁŝŶŐƐ ĂŶĚ
ƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇƚĂŬĞŶĂĞƌŝĂůƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚƐ͘hƐŝŶŐƚŚŝƐ
ďŽŽŬ͕ǇŽƵǁŝůůďĞĂďůĞƚŽƵŶĚĞƌƚĂŬĞĨŝǀĞǁĂůŬƐ
ŝŶƚŽ ĂŶĚ ĂƌŽƵŶĚ ƚŚĞ ĐĞŶƚƌĞ ŽĨ ƚŽǁŶ ĂŶĚ
ĚŝƐĐŽǀĞƌ ƚŚĞ ƌŝĐŚ ƐŽĐŝĂů͕ ĂƌĐŚŝƚĞĐƚƵƌĂů ĂŶĚ
ŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇ ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ƚŽǁŶ ƚŚĂƚ ůŝĞƐ ŚŝĚĚĞŶ
ďĞŚŝŶĚŵŽĚĞƌŶĨĂĐĂĚĞƐŽƌďĞůŽǁƚŚĞƐƵƌĨĂĐĞ͘
Ɛ ǁĞůů ĂƐ ŐŽŝŶŐ Ă ůŽŶŐ ǁĂǇ ƚŽ ŵĞĞƚ ƚŚĞ
ŽďũĞĐƚŝǀĞƐŽĨƚŚĞdŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝůůŽƌƐŝŶϭϵϴϮ͕ŝƚ
should be a ‘must read’ for residents old and
ŶĞǁ͘
&Žƌ ƚŚĞ ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ͕ d>,^ ǁŝůů ďĞ ĐŽŶƚŝŶƵŝŶŐƚŽ
ŚŽůĚ ŵŽŶƚŚůǇ ŽŽŵ ŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƐ ďƵƚ ůŽŽŬ
ĨŽƌǁĂƌĚƚŽǁŚĞŶǁĞǁŝůůďĞĂďůĞƚŽŚŽůĚŚǇďƌŝĚ
ŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƐƚŚĂƚĐĂŶďĞĂƚƚĞŶĚĞĚŝŶƉĞƌƐŽŶŽƌŽŶ
ŽŽŵ͘
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Sample pages from the new book
‘Exploring Towcester’s Hidden Histories’

TDLHS PUBLICATIONS 1993-2020
Those in bold are available to purchase
at Towcester Museum.
1983 Towcester History Society Journal
1984 Towcester History Society Journal 2
1989 (reprinted 2006) Old Towcester in
Camera
1994 (reprinted 2006) Old Towcester in
Camera - 2
1994 (reprinted 1999) Towcester
Memories of the Slow, Miserable & Jolty
by Robert Stevens
1995 Towcester - The Story of an English
Country Town, edited by J Sunderland
and M Webb.
1999 (reprinted 2003) Wartime
Memories 1939-45
2005 Towcester’s Industrial Archaeology
by B Giggins
2007 Old Towcester in Camera- No. 3
2010 "William Sponne (c.1380-1448) Archdeacon of Norfolk and Rector of
Towcester "by B Giggins
2013 "All the Business of War" 2nd
Edition by J Sunderland and M Webb
2014 reprint: Towcester Trail
2014 reprint: Roll of Honour
2020 "Towcester - An Interesting
Medical History " by M Webb and J
Sunderland

OLD TOWCESTER 43 – The Roman Tavern Keeper’s Story
I know that for many people,
archaeology and local history can be
very dry subjects. Facts are
revealed through excavations,
documentary research, building
surveys, previous histories, maps
etc., but the results will seldom
provide the reader with a good idea
of what life was like for the average
person in Towcester at a particular
period. The evidence for this
seldom exists. To try and overcome
this I am occasionally going to
experiment with some fictional
writing set in the town that will, as
far as possible, illustrate the results
of excavations and historical
research. For ease of the reader,
modern place names will be used.
It is now AD 203 and our island’s
tribes south of the Firth have been
under Roman jurisdiction for over a
century and a half. A traveller, who
has walked from Fenny Stratford
(Magiovinium) to Towcester
(Lactodurum), is in a tavern (1),
where he is drinking cheap wine and
being talked at by the owner, a man
who always has plenty to say. The
traveller had just asked the tavern
keeper how long he had been in
Towcester:
“Me, I suppose I must have been
here about 20 years now, although I
wasn’t from here originally. I came
from another town called Alchester.
My old town used to be a fort for
the Second Legion and when I left
there were still a few legionnaire’s
families left in the town (2). These
families used to tell me about the
blood and guts military adventures
of their relatives, but I am sure they
were just filling the ears of a young
lad with a good yarn. Where is
Alchester you ask? Well, it is a solid
days walk in the direction of the
mid-day sun. There’s a good road to
it just outside the West Gate (3).
This is the one that crosses over the
brook then up the hill past the
metalworkers’ huts. Only the gods
know why they chose to build in that
boggy area! (4) Then up through
the old villa grounds (5) and the
forest to the south (6).
When I came here as a youngster,
there weren’t no town walls and I
could walk directly to my old town.
When they dug the town ditch and
erected the walls about a decade
ago (7), the direct road to Alchester
was cut off by the new ditch causing
the detour through the West gate.
When making the defences the army

cleared some people out of their
houses and then demolished
them so they could get the line
they wanted and build the gates.
My word, did they carry on! That
was the time that the authorities
were scared about the tribes to
the east of here who were
threatening revolt (8). Mind
you, it was good for trade
having all those soldiers in the
town and there were a few
nights when they drunk me dry.
It is not easy for me now, not
since my wife and son died two
years ago. Buried them both on
the edge of a plot of land that I
have down where the Alchester
road crosses the brook (8).
Very pleasant there. What I, or they,
had done to offend the household
gods I don’t know. The times have
been hard ever since.

Rough sketch by the author of the imaginary Roman tavern keeper and his customer.

entry as he had to get to Chester or
Leicester and needed a fresh horse
from the Mansio (13). There were
also the merchants carrying their
stocks of wares up from St Albans
or London, pleading for admittance
as they did not want to spend a
night outside the gates for fear of
being robbed.

I did get a slave, a surly Germanic
male which the army captured some
years ago. He was cheap and I
soon found out why. No matter
what I did I could not get him to
work properly. Whipping had no
affect so in the end I had to get rid
of him. Sold him to a merchant
passing through the town who
reckoned he could sort him out.
Wonder if he ever did! Help with the
amphorae and drunks would have
been useful!

I must admit, the walk around the
walls from one gate to the next was
usually very pleasant as you avoided
the muck and mud accumulating in
some of the lanes and also the
smells from the streets. Looking
down on the garden and paddocks,
the ditch on one side and the roofs
of the shops and houses on the
other, with the Temples just a bit
higher than the rest, is quite a sight
as the sun goes down. At the same
time the wall beneath your feet does
give you a sense of security and
protection.

Yes, we do have some quite good
baths in the town, these are down
the road towards London (9). I use
them most days, as do most of the
other tradesmen in the town. Of
course, they are noisy and it is a
good idea to take your own strigil
(10). Most of the town’s business is
unofficially carried on there as our
so-called Forum (11) is not up to
much. One of the slaves stoking the
hypocaust suddenly died the other
day. The wood he was burning was
very green and they think that he
was overcome by the smoke. They
did not find out about him until the
customers at the baths started
complaining about the lack of heat
and steam.

Although I am not sure that I believe
in the old gods so much now, I still
go to the temple nearest the West
Gate and make my offerings (14).
You can never be sure and I don’t
want things to get worse. A few not
too dear gifts cannot do anything
but good.
Well, I expect you will be making
your own offerings at one of the
town’s Temples to keep you safe on
the next stage of your journey. It
has been good talking to you and
hearing about what is happening
down the road at St Albans. Sorry
about the dormice, hopefully we’ll
have some ready by the next time
you call in”.

Like most other tradesmen I have
had my time with the Watch (12).
For some reason, I usually ended up
at the south gate, closing the gates
and dropping the bar across to
secure them at sunset. Almost
always there was a hammering on
the gate shortly afterwards with an
imperial messenger demanding

Notes:
(1) The 1976 Park Street
excavations found pits containing a
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large number of flagons suggesting
a nearby tavern.
(2) http://www.oxoniensia.org/volu
mes/2006/sauer.pdf
(3) Not proved but likely to have
been close to the Methodist Church,
Brackley Rd.
(4) Excavated 1968 near the
junction of York Close &
Buckingham Way.
(5) Burcote Wood Farm Villa
excavated 1972-6.
(6) Whittlewood Forest.
(7) “The Defences of Towcester” by
Charmian Woodfield,
Northamptonshire Archaeology
vol.12.
(8) This theory has not been proved.
(8) Waitrose Car park – isolated
burials set on the edge of plots
found in 1988 excavations.
(9) There was a Roman building
with baths under St Lawrence
Church.
(10) A strigil was a curved blade to
scrape sweat and dirt from the skin.
(11) Not the council building but
administrative and judicial buildings
set around a square, which acted as
a market place. If Towcester had
one, its location is unknown.
(12) We do not know if Roman
Towcester had a Watch to man the
gates and walls but it is a possibility.
(13) A Mansio was an official
stopping place on a main road for
the use of officials and those on
official business. Lactodorum would
have had one but its location has
not be identified.
(14) A small section of a possible
octagonal temple was revealed in
the 1976 Park Street excavation.

Brian Giggins
Chairman TDLHS &
The Historic Towcester Survey Group

Think Local & Support
West Northamptonshire
Small Businesses All Year Round
Home to:
Independent Shops & Businesses
Highly Skilled Tradespeople
Artisan Bakers & Delicatessens
Vintage Treasures & Antiques
Reliable Legal & Accountancy Services
Art Galleries & Museums
Bespoke Boutiques
Vibrant Farmers’ Markets
World-Renowned Shoe Heritage
Independent Breweries & Distilleries
Interior Designers & Decorators

www.westnorthants.gov.uk/SupportLocal

01327 322230

@WNorthantsBiz
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economy@westnorthants.gov.uk

Compassion Service Responsibility

As I write, Covid is still disrupting our
lives, but at the risk of sounding
annoying, it is not all bad. We have seen
huge resource within the local
community; people have really come
together to help each other.
It has been great to be working with
West Northants Council, the Community
Fridge in Towcester, (who give out fresh
food for free, their aim to prevent it going
into landfill) and with Cooking Now! a
team striving to share the benefits of
cookery skills. We hope to deliver a
cooking course with them soon. Not to
mention working with our wonderful team
of volunteers from all over South
Northants and beyond; everyone pulling
together helping those in need. Working
together we are really beginning to make
a difference. For example, so many
families now have greater access to fresh
produce thanks to the efforts of Teresa
and her team at the Fridge.
Sadly, despite of all this amazing hard
work and good will there remain too
many people who find themselves, for
various reasons, in need of emergency
food parcels. At the Foodbank we have
never had so many accessing our parcels
during the Christmas period. During
December we gave out over 4,000kg of
food, a staggering amount and a fantastic
tribute to all those who have donated
funds or food. This Christmas thanks to
your generosity, we were also able to
ensure that every child had a book or
book token to open on Christmas Day.
Though the numbers are in one sense
impressive, it is a disgrace that so many
people in our society are in need. Whilst
we are giving out food parcels, Trussell
Trust is busy using our data to lobby
Government and campaign for a better
deal. They were instrumental in achieving

Please help local people in
crisis by buying items from
the list below and giving them
to the Towcester foodbank.
Thank you!



the £20 uplift to Universal Credit during
lockdown and continue to work for its
reinstatement. Across the country
Trussell Trust foodbanks are supplying
up-to-date evidence of reality with which
to pierce the Westminster Bubble.
However, after such a busy Christmas
our shelves are now looking rather bare,
so please keep the donations coming.
We have collection boxes at Tesco and
Waitrose in Towcester and at the Co-op
in Deanshanger. Many local churches
and schools have their own collection
points and you can also drop off
donations at St John Ambulance Hall in
Islington Road when we are open. Check
our Facebook page for current opening
hours and ideas of what to buy.
We’re happy to report we have found a
new Treasurer but are still looking for
additional Trustees. So, if you have a few
hours a week to spare and wish to help
end poverty in NN12 let us know via
info@towcester.foodbank.org.uk


 Baked beans/spaghetti hoops





 Custard (Tinned)

 Tinned Potato or
 Pasta 500g or smaller
 Rice 1kg or smaller





Towcester foodbank : a great way to support your community
ĚŝƚŽƌŝĂůĂŶĚĚǀĞƌƚŝƐŝŶŐŝŶƚŚĞdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌdŽǁŶƌŝĞƌŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇDĂŐĂǌŝŶĞ
dŚĞdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌdŽǁŶƌŝĞƌĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŵĂŐĂǌŝŶĞŝƐŶŽǁĐŝƌĐƵůĂƚĞĚƚŽŽǀĞƌϱ͕ϮϬϬƌĞƐŝĚĞŶĐĞƐĂŶĚďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐĞƐ
ĂĐƌŽƐƐdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͕tŽŽĚƵƌĐŽƚĞ͕ĂůĚĞĐŽƚĞĂŶĚ,ƵůĐŽƚĞĂŶĚŝƐĚĞůŝǀĞƌĞĚďǇĂĨĂďƵůŽƵƐďĂŶĚŽĨƐƚƌĞĞƚ
ǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐ͘/ƚŝƐƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚďǇƚŚĞdŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝůĨŝǀĞƚŝŵĞƐĂǇĞĂƌ;DĂƌĐŚ͕DĂǇ͕:ƵůǇ͕KĐƚŽďĞƌΘĞĐĞŵďĞƌͿ
ĂŶĚǁĞǁĞůĐŽŵĞƐƵďŵŝƐƐŝŽŶƐĨƌŽŵůŽĐĂůĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŐƌŽƵƉƐĂŶĚŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƚŝŽŶƐ͘dŚĞĐŽƐƚŽĨƉƌŽĚƵĐƚŝŽŶŝƐ
ƉĂƌƚůǇŵĞƚďǇĂĚǀĞƌƚŝƐŝŶŐĂŶĚĨĞĞƐƐƚĂƌƚĨƌŽŵάϮϬƉĞƌŝƐƐƵĞ͘WƌĞǀŝŽƵƐŝƐƐƵĞƐĂŶĚŵŽƌĞĚĞƚĂŝůƐĐĂŶďĞĨŽƵŶĚ
on the Town Council’s website under ‘Community Pages’.

ǁǁǁ͘ƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌͲƚĐ͘ŐŽǀ͘ƵŬ
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The Highway Code
hƉĚĂƚĞĚŽŶϮϵƚŚ:ĂŶƵĂƌǇϮϬϮϮ͕dŚĞ,ŝŐŚǁĂǇŽĚĞŚĂƐĞŝŐŚƚŶĞǁƌƵůĞƐ
ďĞŝŶŐŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐĞĚĂƐǁĞůůĂƐϰϵƵƉĚĂƚĞƐƚŽĞǆŝƐƚŝŶŐƌƵůĞƐ͘
dŚĞĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚĨŽƌdƌĂŶƐƉŽƌƚĐůĂŝŵƐƚŚĂƚƚŚĞĐŚĂŶŐĞƐ͕ǁŚŝĐŚĂƌĞƐƉůŝƚ
ŝŶƚŽƚŚƌĞĞŵĂŝŶƌƵůĞƐ͕ƵůƚŝŵĂƚĞůǇĂŝŵƚŽŝŵƉƌŽǀĞƐĂĨĞƚǇĨŽƌ
ƉĞĚĞƐƚƌŝĂŶƐ͕ĐǇĐůŝƐƚƐĂŶĚŚŽƌƐĞƌŝĚĞƌƐ͘
ƚĂŐůĂŶĐĞ
•
•
•
•
•
•

ƌŝǀĞƌƐŽĨůĂƌŐĞƉĂƐƐĞŶŐĞƌǀĞŚŝĐůĞƐĂŶĚ,'sƐŶŽǁŚĂǀĞ‘the
ŐƌĞĂƚĞƐƚƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďŝůŝƚǇƚŽƌĞĚƵĐĞƚŚĞĚĂŶŐĞƌƉŽƐĞĚƚŽŽƚŚĞƌƌŽĂĚ
users’ 
ƌŝǀĞƌƐĂƚĂũƵŶĐƚŝŽŶƐŚŽƵůĚŐŝǀĞǁĂǇƚŽƉĞĚĞƐƚƌŝĂŶƐĐƌŽƐƐŝŶŐŽƌ
waiting to cross a road that they’re turning into 
ƌŝǀĞƌƐƐŚŽƵůĚŐŝǀĞǁĂǇƚŽƉĞĚĞƐƚƌŝĂŶƐǁĂŝƚŝŶŐƚŽĐƌŽƐƐĂǌĞďƌĂ
ĐƌŽƐƐŝŶŐ͕ĂŶĚƉĞĚĞƐƚƌŝĂŶƐĂŶĚĐǇĐůŝƐƚƐǁĂŝƚŝŶŐƚŽĐƌŽƐƐĂƉĂƌĂůůĞů
ĐƌŽƐƐŝŶŐ
ǇĐůŝƐƚƐƐŚŽƵůĚŐŝǀĞǁĂǇƚŽƉĞĚĞƐƚƌŝĂŶƐƚŚĂƚĂƌĞƵƐŝŶŐƐŚĂƌĞĚͲƵƐĞ
ĐǇĐůĞƚƌĂĐŬƐ
ƌŝǀĞƌƐƐŚŽƵůĚŶŽƚĐƵƚĂĐƌŽƐƐĐǇĐůŝƐƚƐŐŽŝŶŐĂŚĞĂĚǁŚĞŶƚƵƌŶŝŶŐ
ŝŶƚŽŽƌŽƵƚŽĨĂũƵŶĐƚŝŽŶŽƌĐŚĂŶŐŝŶŐĚŝƌĞĐƚŝŽŶŽƌůĂŶĞ
New ‘Dutch Reach’ technique tells road users how to open tŚĞ
ĚŽŽƌŽĨƚŚĞŝƌǀĞŚŝĐůĞǁŚŝůĞůŽŽŬŝŶŐŽǀĞƌƚŚĞŝƌƐŚŽƵůĚĞƌ

ZƵůĞ,Ϯ
ZƵůĞ,ϮŝƐĨŽƌĚƌŝǀĞƌƐ͕ŵŽƚŽƌďŝŬĞƌŝĚĞƌƐ͕ŚŽƌƐĞƌŝĚĞƌƐĂŶĚĐǇĐůŝƐƚƐ͘/ƚ
ƐƚĂƚĞƐ͗‘At a junction you should give way to pedestrians crossing or
ǁĂŝƚŝŶŐƚŽĐƌŽƐƐĂƌŽĂĚŝŶƚŽǁŚŝĐŚŽƌĨƌŽŵǁŚŝĐŚǇŽƵĂƌĞƚƵƌŶŝŶŐ͘’
WƌĞǀŝŽƵƐůǇ͕ǀĞŚŝĐůĞƐŚĂĚƉƌŝŽƌŝƚǇĂƚĂũƵŶĐƚŝŽŶ͘ƌŝǀĞƌƐƐŚŽƵůĚĂůƐŽŐŝǀĞ
ǁĂǇƚŽƉĞĚĞƐƚƌŝĂŶƐǁĂŝƚŝŶŐƚŽĐƌŽƐƐĂǌĞďƌĂĐƌŽƐƐŝŶŐ͕ĂŶĚƉĞĚĞƐƚƌŝĂŶƐ
ĂŶĚĐǇĐůŝƐƚƐǁĂŝƚŝŶŐƚŽĐƌŽƐƐĂƉĂƌĂůůĞůĐƌŽƐƐŝŶŐ;ĂĐŽŵďŝŶĞĚƉĞĚĞƐƚƌŝĂŶ
ĂŶĚĐǇĐůĞĐƌŽƐƐŝŶŐͿ͘DĞĂŶǁŚŝůĞ͕ĐǇĐůŝƐƚƐƐŚŽƵůĚŐŝǀĞǁĂǇƚŽ
ƉĞĚĞƐƚƌŝĂŶƐŽŶƐŚĂƌĞĚͲƵƐĞĐǇĐůĞƚƌĂĐŬƐĂŶĚĂƌĞƌĞŵŝŶĚĞĚƚŚĂƚŽŶůǇ
ƉĞĚĞƐƚƌŝĂŶƐ;ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐƚŚŽƐĞƵƐŝŶŐǁŚĞĞůĐŚĂŝƌƐĂŶĚŵŽďŝůŝƚǇƐĐŽŽƚĞƌƐͿ
ĐĂŶƵƐĞƚŚĞƉĂǀĞŵĞŶƚ͘WĞĚĞƐƚƌŝĂŶƐĂƌĞĂůůŽǁĞĚƚŽƵƐĞĐǇĐůĞƚƌĂĐŬƐ
unless there’s a road sign nearby that says doing so is prohibited.
ZƵůĞ,ϯ
dŚŝƐŶĞǆƚƵƉĚĂƚĞŝƐĂŝŵĞĚĂƚĚƌŝǀĞƌƐĂŶĚŵŽƚŽƌĐǇĐůŝƐƚƐ͕ŝƚƐƚĂƚĞƐƚŚĂƚ
‘YoƵƐŚŽƵůĚŶŽƚĐƵƚĂĐƌŽƐƐĐǇĐůŝƐƚƐ͕ŚŽƌƐĞƌŝĚĞƌƐŽƌŚŽƌƐĞĚƌĂǁŶǀĞŚŝĐůĞƐ
ŐŽŝŶŐĂŚĞĂĚǁŚĞŶǇŽƵĂƌĞƚƵƌŶŝŶŐŝŶƚŽŽƌŽƵƚŽĨĂũƵŶĐƚŝŽŶŽƌ
changing direction or lane.’
You shouldn’t turn at a junction if doing so would cause a cyclist or
ŚŽƌƐĞƌŝĚĞƌƚŽƐƚŽƉŽƌƐǁerve. Instead, you’re advised to wait for a
ƐĂĨĞŐĂƉďĞĨŽƌĞƚƵƌŶŝŶŐŝŶ͘
tŚĂƚŽƚŚĞƌƌƵůĞƐŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐĞĚ͍
^ĞǀĞƌĂůŽƚŚĞƌŶĞǁƌƵůĞƐŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐĞĚƚŽĨƵƌƚŚĞƌĐůĂƌŝĨǇǁŚĞŶ
ƉĞĚĞƐƚƌŝĂŶƐŚĂǀĞƉƌŝŽƌŝƚǇŽŶƚŚĞƌŽĂĚ͘

tŚĂƚĂƌĞƚŚĞŶĞǁƌƵůĞƐĂƌĞďĞŝŶŐŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐĞĚ͍
dŚĞƌĞĂƌĞĞŝŐŚƚŶĞǁƌƵůĞƐďĞŝŶŐĂĚĚĞĚƚŽƚŚĞŚŝŐŚǁĂǇĐŽĚĞ͕ǁŝƚŚƚŚĞ
ŶĞǁŚŝĞƌĂƌĐŚǇŽĨƌŽĂĚƵƐĞƌƐďĞŝŶŐƚŚĞŵŽƐƚƐŝŐŶŝĨŝĐĂŶƚĐŚĂŶŐĞ͘dŚŝƐŝƐ
ƐƉůŝƚƵƉŝŶƚŽƚŚƌĞĞƌƵůĞƐ͗,ϭ͕,ϮĂŶĚ,ϯ͘

•

ZƵůĞ,ϭ
dŚĞĨŝƌƐƚ;ĂŶĚŵŽƐƚƐŝŐŶŝĨŝĐĂŶƚͿƌƵůĞƐĞƚƐŽƵƚƚŚĞŚŝĞƌĂƌĐŚǇŽĨƌŽĂĚ
ƵƐĞƌƐ͘ZŽĂĚƵƐĞƌƐǁŚŽĐĂŶĚŽƚŚĞŐƌĞĂƚĞƐƚŚĂƌŵ;ƚŚŽƐĞĚƌŝǀŝŶŐůĂƌŐĞ
ǀĞŚŝĐůĞƐͿŚĂǀĞƚŚĞŐƌĞĂƚĞƐƚƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďŝůŝƚǇƚŽƌĞĚƵĐĞƚŚĞĚĂŶŐĞƌƚŚĞǇ
ƉŽƐĞƚŽŽƚŚĞƌƌŽĂĚƵƐĞƌƐ͘WĞĚĞƐƚƌŝĂŶƐ;ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͕ŽůĚĞƌĂĚƵůƚƐĂŶĚ
ĚŝƐĂďůĞĚƉĞŽƉůĞŝŶƉĂƌƚŝĐƵůĂƌͿĂƌĞŝĚĞŶƚŝĨŝĞĚĂƐ‘the most likely to be
injured in the event of a collision’͘dŚĞƉƌŽƉŽƐĂůƐƚĂƚĞƐƚŚĂƚ͗
“dŚŽƐĞŝŶĐŚĂƌŐĞŽĨǀĞŚŝĐůĞƐƚŚĂƚĐĂŶĐĂƵƐĞƚŚĞŐƌĞĂƚĞƐƚŚĂƌŵŝŶƚŚĞ
ĞǀĞŶƚŽĨĂĐŽůůŝƐŝŽŶďĞĂƌƚŚĞŐƌĞĂƚĞƐƚƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďŝůŝƚǇƚŽƚĂŬĞĐĂƌĞĂŶĚ
ƌĞĚƵĐĞƚŚĞĚĂŶŐĞƌƚŚĞǇƉŽƐĞƚŽŽƚŚĞƌƐ͘dŚŝƐƉƌŝŶĐŝƉůĞĂƉƉůŝĞƐŵŽƐƚ
ƐƚƌŽŶŐůǇƚŽĚƌŝǀĞƌƐŽĨůĂƌŐĞŐŽŽĚƐĂŶĚƉĂƐƐĞŶŐĞƌǀĞŚŝĐůĞƐ͕
vans/minibuses, cars/taxis and motorcycles.”

•

•
•
•

ǇĐůŝƐƚƐĂƌĞĂĚǀŝƐĞĚƚŽƚĂŬĞĐĂƌĞǁŚĞŶŽǀĞƌƚĂŬŝŶŐƉĞĚĞƐƚƌŝĂŶƐĂŶĚ
ŚŽƌƐĞƐďǇƐůŽǁŝŶŐĚŽǁŶĂŶĚĂůĞƌƚŝŶŐƚŚĞŵƵƐŝŶŐƚŚĞŝƌďĞůů͘
ǇĐůŝƐƚƐĂƌĞĂůƐŽŶŽǁĂĚǀŝƐĞĚƚŽƌŝĚĞŝŶƚŚĞĐĞŶƚƌĞŽĨƚŚĞŝƌůĂŶĞƚŽ
ŵĂŬĞƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐŵŽƌĞǀŝƐŝďůĞŽŶƋƵŝĞƚƌŽĂĚƐĂŶĚŝŶƐůŽǁŵŽǀŝŶŐ
ƚƌĂĨĨŝĐ͕ŽƌŽŶƚŚĞĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚƚŽũƵŶĐƚŝŽŶƐǁŚĞŶŝƚǁŽƵůĚďĞƵŶƐĂĨĞ
ĨŽƌĂǀĞŚŝĐůĞƚŽŽǀĞƌƚĂŬĞ͘
tŚĞŶƌŝĚŝŶŐĂďŝĐǇĐůĞŽŶĨĂƐƚĞƌŵŽǀŝŶŐŽƌďƵƐŝĞƌƌŽĂĚƐ͕ŝƚŝƐ
ĂĚǀŝƐĞĚƚŚĂƚǇŽƵůĞĂǀĞĞŶŽƵŐŚƐƉĂĐĞĨŽƌĚƌŝǀĞƌƐƚŽŽǀĞƌƚĂŬĞ
ǁŚĞŶŝƚŝƐƐĂĨĞƚŽĚŽƐŽ͘
sŽǁŶĞƌƐďĞŝŶŐƌĞŵŝŶĚĞĚƚŚĂƚƚŚĞĐŚĂƌŐŝŶŐĐĂďůĞƐĨŽƌƚŚĞŝƌĐĂƌƐ
ĐĂŶƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƚƌŝƉŚĂǌĂƌĚĨŽƌƉĞĚĞƐƚƌŝĂŶƐ͘
dŚĞƵƚĐŚZĞĂĐŚ͗dŚŝƐƐƵŐŐĞƐƚƐǇŽƵƐŚŽƵůĚŽƉĞŶǇŽƵƌĚŽŽƌƵƐŝŶŐ
ǇŽƵƌŚĂŶĚon the opposite side to the door you’re opening. So,
ǇŽƵǁŽƵůĚƵƐĞǇŽƵƌůĞĨƚŚĂŶĚƚŽŽƉĞŶĂĚŽŽƌŽŶǇŽƵƌƌŝŐŚƚƐŝĚĞ–
ƚŚŝƐŶĂƚƵƌĂůůǇŵĂŬĞƐǇŽƵƚƵƌŶǇŽƵƌŚĞĂĚƚŽůŽŽŬŽǀĞƌǇŽƵƌ
ƐŚŽƵůĚĞƌ͘^ĞĞŝƚŝŶĂĐƚŝŽŶ͗
ǁǁǁ͘ǇŽƵƚƵďĞ͘ĐŽŵͬǁĂƚĐŚ͍ǀсhϭŶtƚ/>ŝŽz

,ŽǁŝƐƚŚĞŚŝŐŚǁĂǇĐŽĚĞĞŶĨŽƌĐĞĚ͍
dŚĞ,ŝŐŚǁĂǇŽĚĞŝƐďĞŝŶŐƵƉĚĂƚĞĚƚŽŝŵƉƌŽǀĞƌŽĂĚƐĂĨĞƚǇĨŽƌ
ǀƵůŶĞƌĂďůĞƌŽĂĚƵƐĞƌƐ͕ďƵƚƚŚĞƌĞǁŝůůďĞŶŽĐŚĂŶŐĞƐƚŽƚŚĞůĂǁ͘tŚŝůĞ
some of the rules are legal requirements (and you’re committing a
ĐƌŝŵŝŶĂůŽĨĨĞŶĐĞŝĨǇŽƵĚŝƐŽďĞǇƚŚĞŵͿ͕ŵĂŶǇƐŝŵƉůǇƐĞƌǀĞĂƐŐƵŝĚĂŶĐĞ͘

Pedestrians
Cyclists
Horse riders
Motorcyclists

,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ƚŚĞ,ŝŐŚǁĂǇŽĚĞĐĂŶďĞƵƐĞĚŝŶĐŽƵƌƚƚŽĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚůŝĂďŝůŝƚǇ
ŝŶƚŚĞĞǀĞŶƚŽĨĂŶĂĐĐŝĚĞŶƚƵŶĚĞƌƚŚĞZŽĂĚdƌĂĨĨŝĐĐƚ͘dŚŝƐŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐ
rules which say ‘should/should not or do/do not.’

Cars/taxis
Vans/minibuses
Large passenger vehicles/heavy
goods vehicles

/ĨǇŽƵĂƌĞĨŽƵŶĚƚŽďĞĂƚĨĂƵůƚŝŶĂŶĂĐĐŝĚĞŶƚĂƐĂƌĞƐƵůƚŽĨŶŽƚ
ĐŽŵƉůǇŝŶŐǁŝƚŚƚŚĞ,ŝŐŚǁĂǇŽĚĞ͕ǇŽƵŵĂǇĨĂĐĞĐŚĂƌŐĞƐŝŶĐŽƵƌƚ͘

ZƵůĞ,ϭĂůƐŽƐĂǇƐƚŚĂƚĐǇĐůŝƐƚƐĂŶĚŚŽƌƐĞƌŝĚĞƌƐŚĂǀĞĂƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďŝůŝƚǇƚŽ
ůŽŽŬĂĨƚĞƌƉĞĚĞƐƚƌŝĂŶƐ͘ǀĞŶƐŽ͕ƚŚĞƵƉĚĂƚĞĚdŚĞ,ŝŐŚǁĂǇŽĚĞ
ĞŵƉŚĂƐŝƐĞƐƚŚĂƚƉĞĚĞƐƚƌŝĂŶƐƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐƐƚŝůůŶĞĞĚƚŽĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌƚŚĞ
ƐĂĨĞƚǇŽĨŽƚŚĞƌƌŽĂĚƵƐĞƌƐ͘dŚĞĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚĨŽƌdƌĂŶƐƉŽƌƚƐĂǇƐƚŚŝƐ
ƐǇƐƚĞŵǁŝůůƉĂǀĞƚŚĞǁĂǇĨŽƌĂ‘more mutually respectful and
ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĂƚĞĐƵůƚƵƌĞŽĨƐĂĨĞĂŶĚĞĨĨĞĐƚive road use’.
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^ŽƵƌĐĞƐ͗

ǁǁǁ͘ŐŽǀ͘ƵŬͬŐƵŝĚĂŶĐĞͬƚŚĞͲŚŝŐŚǁĂǇͲĐŽĚĞ
ǁǁǁ͘ǁŚŝĐŚ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ
ǁǁǁ͘ĐĂƌǁŽǁ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ

50th Anniversary Celebrations
Towcester Evening WI
In November 2021, Towcester Evening WI planted 50 trees
at the Saxon Fields, Towcester, as part of their
commemorations for its 50th Anniversary. The trees are
native trees - Rowan, Silver Birch and Wild Cherry; all
kindly donated by the Woodland Trust. It is hoped that
these trees will flourish and provide a lasting legacy to the
town; to be appreciated by future generations.
Members and guests came together in December to
officially plant the last tree. The tree planted at the
ceremony is a Monterey Pine, kindly donated by Brian
Collins, former Landscape Officer of SNC. Among our
guests were the Chairman of West Northamptonshire
Council (WNC), Ann Addison, Deputy Towcester Town
Mayor, Martin Johns, Councillors from WNC and the Town
Council, Northamptonshire County Federation of WIs
Climate Ambassador, Lou Stockwin, and Allan and Barbara
Nall from DW Roberts Opticians, who kindly sponsor one of
our WI planters in the town.
The rain stopped; the sun shone; and after the ceremony
we retired to the Tove Valley Centre for a socially distanced
morning coffee with pastries. It was so good to yet again
have an opportunity to share our celebrations within the
community and a chance to
improve our environment by highlighting our concerns over
climate change. We can now enjoy watching the trees
grow, knowing that they were planted with kindness and
care.

Members also partook in a party at their November meeting
to celebrate 50 Years of Towcester Evening WI. We had a
delicious meal, followed by entertainment with the
performance of a song especially composed for our WI.
The wine flowed; the slideshow rolled; the minutes of the
1st meeting held in 1971 were read and then the serious
part of the evening began – dancing to Abba! All members
looked fabulous in their 70s gear and their gold party outfits.
It certainly was a night to remember.
How fantastic it was that local artist, Val Goldfinch, kindly
created a design for us to go onto a cotton bag as a gift for
each member. It is truly a beautiful design, and the bags will
be used with pride by all our members. A treasured
memento of our forthcoming year of celebrations to mark
our Golden Anniversary.

Sue Hamilton
President
01327 350822 / 07805 902865
towcesterwi@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/TowcesterEveningWI1971/
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Your Family is unique.
Shouldn’t the solutions be unique too?
We can help with legal advice and representation in these and other areas:

➢ Domestic abuse & emergencies

➢ Cohabitation

➢ Divorce & separation

➢ Financial settlements

➢ Prenuptial agreements

➢ Child arrangements including

➢ Civil partnerships

Social Services

Our service is tailored to your needs and circumstances.
We will talk to you about your problem, listen to your concerns, explain all
your options and help you decide the best way forward. We put your decisions
into action and are with you every step of the way.
LEGAL AID is available if you are eligible – please ask if you are unsure
Appointments available by telephone, Zoom or MS Teams.

2nd Floor Victoria House

Free parking in Northampton Road

138 Watling Street East

2 minutes from the office

Towcester
Northamptonshire

01327 358321

NN12 6BT

www.tflp.co.uk

(Above Michael Graham Estate Agents)

Heather Rose

hjr@tflp.co.uk 07725 811892

Alina Schofield

as@tflp.co.uk

07525 900894
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20th Anniversary Midsummer Music Festival goes LIVE 17-19 June 2022
Towcester Midsummer Music Festival was established in 2003 by the then Towcester Town Mayor,
Cllr Geoffrey Iley, to provide fun and good music for the community in the heart of Towcester. The
event is hosted by the Rotary Club of Towcester, Towcester & District Lions Club and formerly the
Towcester Centurions.
Lockdowns didn’t halt the festival with musicians pulling together to put on two successful virtual
events during 2020 and 2021. But we are delighted that this year's 20th Anniversary Festival will take
place LIVE during the weekend of 17th-19th June.
Musical artistes young and not-so-young will perform in community venues, with everything from choral
to jazz and brass to piano. Town centre pubs also join in the festivities, hosting their own musical
entertainment of popular rock and pop bands.
As well as conducting the opening ceremony, the Town Mayor, who acts as Master of Ceremonies
throughout the whole weekend, will close Saturday night’s entertainment with a traditional fireworks
display. Profits from the festival go to the Town Mayor's charities.
Programmes will be on sale soon. Look out for more details in the next issue and online at
www.towcester-tc.gov.uk/midsummer-music
We are eternally grateful to many local businesses and individuals who sponsor this event, enabling us
to put on a good show. If you would like to support us, please get in touch via
enquiries@towcester-tc.org.uk
You can also support us while shopping online at Amazon at no additional cost to you. Simply go to the
link https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1174494-0 or search for ‘Towcester Midsummer Music Festival’.
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FINANCIAL PLANNING,YOUR WAY.

FINANCIAL PLANNING IS ABOUT YOU – YOUR NEEDS,

FINANCIAL
PLANNING
IS ABOUT
YOU – YOUR NEEDS,
YOUR
AMBITIONS,
YOUR PEACE
OF MIND.
YOUR AMBITIONS, YOUR PEACE OF MIND.

We’re an award-winning independent firm of Chartered Financial

We’re an
award-winning
firm
of with
Chartered
Planners
and
since 2002 we’ve independent
been helping our
clients
tailored
Financial Planners and since 2002 we’ve been helping
our clients with tailored advice. We’ll help you to invest
want
and enjoy the
feeling
knowing youryou
money
is inand
goodenjoy
hands.
intelligently,
plan
theofretirement
want
the feeling of knowing your money is in good hands.

advice. We’ll help you to invest intelligently, plan the retirement you

Talk to us today to see how we can help you enjoy the present, safeguard

Talkfuture
to usand
today
to your
see how
your
protect
legacy.we

can help you enjoy the
present, safeguard your future and protect your legacy.

01327 354321

theteam@fortitudefp.co.uk

fortitudefp.co.uk

4 Selby Barns, Duncote, Towcester, Northants, NN12 8AL

Fortitude Financial Planning Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority
entered on the Financial Services Register No 419881
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Financial planning and financial advice – how are they different?
as a tool to calculate when your money is
going to run out and gauge how realistic
your objectives are.
While this can all be a challenging
process, it’s also empowering, helping to
pinpoint what’s important to you and
giving you the confidence and control to
protect and add value to your future.
What you’ll end up with is a detailed
financial plan – a blueprint for achieving
your goals, now and over the long term.
Your planner will then implement the
strategy that works for you and meet with
you regularly to make sure it stays on
track as your life evolves.
So what’s right for you?
Both financial advice and financial
planning can add real value, and there’s
often an overlap between the two,
depending on the provider.

When you need expert help in making
sense of your finances, who do you
turn to – a financial adviser or a
financial planner? Aren’t they the same
thing? Not quite.
Some advisers may call themselves
financial planners, and while the terms are
often used interchangeably, they’re not
the same. It’s important to understand the
differences and know what you’re getting
for your time and money.
Let’s start with some similarities
Financial advisers and planners both look
at a person’s situation, needs and
resources to structure their finances in a
way that’s suitable for them. They’ll share
some of the same processes and tools,
and both should put the client’s needs and
interests first. In the UK, both sets of
professionals are regulated by the same
industry watchdog, the Financial Conduct
Authority (FCA), offering reassurance that
they’re bound by certain standards.
But here’s where the two start to diverge.
What are they looking at? Focus and
scope
Generally, financial advice is about
addressing a single need, such as
investing a lump sum or setting up a
pension. While a good adviser will make
sure the solution is a good fit for that need,
the scope of consideration may stop
there.

In looking at a client’s solution in isolation,
an adviser may not pick up any problems
their plan may cause in another area, or
even understand why it was needed in the
first place. Investing in a certain way, for
example, could bring more of your estate
into the inheritance tax net, have a knockon effect on your other tax liabilities or tie
up your money at a time when you need
to access it.

For our money, of course, we’re financial
planning all the way! We may be biased,
but we believe the holistic approach
offered by financial planning offers the
best framework for creating the life you
want.
Think of it as a sketch versus a painting. If
you just want the basics and to meet a
particular financial need, then an adviser
will do the job. But if you want to see the
complete picture and achieve a life full of
colour, for you and your family, speak to a
financial planner.

In contrast, financial planning looks at the
bigger picture. It considers your life and
overall wellbeing – not just financial – to
understand the best way of crafting the
future you want for you and your family.
Instead of focusing on something like
‘How do I invest?’, it will centre around
‘What do I want?’ and other questions to
define your goals before the number
crunching begins.

At Fortitude, we’ve gone a step further by
achieving Chartered Financial Planner
status. As the gold standard of our
profession awarded by industry body, the
Chartered Insurance Institute (CII), it
shows that we go the extra mile to get you
where you want to be.

How are they doing it? Process and
outcome

www.Fortitudefp.co.uk

With financial advice, the outcome is
usually a financial product, such as an
investment fund or a pension.

theteam@fortitudefp.co.uk

Instead of being transactional, the
relationship you have with a financial
planner is much more personal and long
term. Putting your needs and goals at the
centre, financial planning can only begin
by getting to know you. This includes
asking questions to examine where you
are, what you want, what you have and
where you want to get to. Most financial
planners will also use cashflow planning
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Contact us to get started on your
financial plan.
01327 354321
4 Selby Barns, Duncote
Towcester, Northants, NN12 8AL
Fortitude Financial Planning Ltd
is authorised and regulated by the
Financial Conduct Authority
Registered in England: 4450290

THORNTON APPOINTS NEW HEAD TEACHER FOR SEPTEMBER 2022
Dr Louise Shaw, the current Deputy
Headteacher and Head of Prep at
Thornton College has been appointed
for the role of Headteacher starting in
September 2022 following the
retirement of Mrs Val Holmes, current
Headteacher until August 2022.
Sr Helen Haigh, Chair of Governors
said:
“We are thrilled to announce the
appointment of Dr Shaw who has been
through a gruelling open recruitment
process over two days. Louise
thoroughly deserves this opportunity,
and we look forward to welcoming her
officially into the role in September next
year. We are confident that this
appointment will ensure stability, build
on the College’s long and rich traditions
and seek its further development.”
Mrs Val Holmes, Headteacher said:
“I am really happy that Louise has been
appointed as we have worked side by
side on every aspect of school and
school life for over three years. She
knows and understands the core ethos
of the school and why it is such a
special place and I have every
confidence that she will maintain all that
we love about Thornton whilst also
working hard to build on the existing
success of our school.”
Dr Shaw grew up in London as part of a
small family and went to school in North
London before going on to university
and graduating in History from the
University of Cambridge. Dr Shaw was
subsequently awarded her PhD on
International Relations in the inter-war
period and following this took up a post
as a Junior Research Fellow in Military
History at the University of Oxford.

Dr Shaw has taught in the Independent
Sector for over 20 years, many years of
which have been at leadership level in
both pastoral and academic roles. She
began teaching in London and
throughout her teaching career has
taught across all ages and examined
both A level and the International
Baccalaureate. Louise began her career
at the Godolphin and Latymer School,
an academically selective school for
girls in London, where she taught
History, led debating and, for a period of
time, was the Deputy Head of Sixth
Form. Following promotion to Head of
History, Louise moved to New Hall
School, a large Catholic day and
boarding school in Chelmsford, where
she was subsequently promoted to the

Senior Leadership Team as Director of
Teaching and Learning.
Dr Louise Shaw said:

“I have worked at Thornton since 2017
and over the last four and a half years I
have truly enjoyed being a member of
this school community. I know I have
huge shoes to fill as Mrs Holmes is
treasured by so many including myself. I
also know how much my colleagues and
our students and their families love
Thornton and please be assured that I
will do my very best to protect all that
we know is so special about our
wonderful school. I am humbled and
honoured to accept this position and I
do not take your commitment or loyalty
to Thornton for granted. I look forward to
working with you all and developing the
further success of our school.”
Dr Shaw lives in Buckingham and is
married with two daughters, a dog, two
guinea pigs and some fish! Outside of
Thornton life she enjoys travelling with
her family, especially to anywhere with a
warmer climate.
Dr Louise Shaw will begin her post as
Headteacher of Thornton College in
September 2022.

Thornton College is an award-winning
independent day and boarding school for
girls ages 3 – 18 years old. Set in 25
acres of beautiful grounds the school is
situated between Milton Keynes and
Buckingham. It is the only leading school
for girls in the area and currently has
around 400 students including
international borders.
Thornton is a Catholic school with a
strong ethos and values - girls from all
faiths and none are welcome. It is a
school family where students learn and
grow together, respecting the value of
each other, regardless of background.
Thornton’s school Mission Statement is:
“To educate young people to meet the
challenges of life courageously, use their
talents to the full and to live the values of
Christ’s Gospel.”
Combining these three aims with
excellence in education, committed and
experienced staff and the wonderful
environment Thornton offers, it really is a
special place for teaching and learning.
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Dr Louise Shaw, BA Hons, MA (Cantab),
PhD, QTS, NPQH, MCCT

Towcester
The pandemic and the constant change
of venue has meant that many of our
customers have not returned; some are
confused as to where we are and some,
we hope, have simply not been happy to
venture out. We hope all our previous
customers are keeping well – we worry
about you!

Towcester Country Market was formed
in 1971 to sell quality ‘Home Made, Home
Grown, and Home Crafted’ items. The
pandemic has been a tough time for
many organisations and Towcester
Country Market is no exception. We have
had lots of disruption with Lockdowns and
the town council closing its indoor
premises. We are grateful to the A5
Rangers for allowing us to trade from
their hall for several months, but since
last August we have been back in The
Sawpits Centre.

Trading at the market is essential for our,
and many of our customers, mental
health. We are a place to meet and
socialise. We are now serving tea and
coffee and encourage everyone to call in
and say hello.

standards and comply with all the
regulations across the product ranges.
We are the country's best kept secret!
Learn more about the Country Markets on
the national website www.countrymarkets.co.uk or visit Towcester Country
Market to buy from local producers and
have a chat with our Market Supervisor if
you’d like to find out more about joining.
We’d love to see you!

The Sawpits Centre
Thursdays, 9 – 11.30am

The Sawpits Centre is warm, has
comfortable armchairs, and we offer a
friendly chat. Come and see us, you
may even go away with a jar of jam, a
cake, or a knitted hat.
We are always on the lookout for
more producers to have a fabulous
opportunity to “Cook, Craft and
Grow”. We all follow the highest

77 Interest Groups (Not Trombones)
Did you know that in Towcester there is an organisation that has 77 Interest groups that meet regularly?
From Knitting to London Explorers, from Reading to Nordic walking, from French to Wine Appreciation
(is there a link there?) - there is something for everyone. Or you might have a new interest that you would
like to share with others and start a group.
This amazing organisation is Towcester u3a. It is thriving, with nearly 600 members on the books, so
there is bound to be interest in a wide range of subjects and skills, including yours! You can join any
group (if there’s a vacancy) and as many as you want to. In addition, there is a monthly meeting with a
speaker, and tea and social chat afterwards (currently on Zoom for obvious reasons).
If you are no longer in full-time employment, and live in Towcester or the surrounding area, you can make
new friends in a congenial and relaxed atmosphere. The u3a is a volunteer-led organisation run on a selfhelp basis.
We are a well-supported u3a. Despite the pandemic our membership is growing, and new Interest Groups
are starting. We have recently added Soap Making, Virtual Crafts and Pickle Ball!
To get a flavour of some of our activities, visit our Facebook page. You will see recent posts from our
outdoor groups such as Nordic Walking and Ramblers as well as Felting, Chess and Table Tennis
If you want to meet new people, learn a new skill, or simply enjoy more of the skills you already have, do
join us. With a modest annual subscription of just £16, it compares well with many other membership
organisations, and you get so much for your money.
Look us up on towcesteru3a.co.uk where you will find more
information and how to join us.
For more information and how to join, please visit our website.
See you soon!!

Towcester U3A registered charity number 1155428
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www.towcesteru3a.co.uk

REASONS
to love your local independent optician ...








Price match guarantee
12 months FREE aftercare
Unrushed, relaxed eye examinations
Great quality products giving value for money
Friendly, professional staff who know their stuff
Extensive choice of frames & high quality lenses
Sunspecs, sports eyewear, contact lenses & safety specs

Google
REVIEWS

“Absolutely fantastic
service. They always go out of
their way to help with our children’s
glasses, often fitting us in at late notice
and addressing any concerns we may
have. Thank you all!”

“Thoroughly good
service - everything
right first time. I will
never go back to the
High Street chains.”

“Always polite, friendly
and professional. 30th year
as a customer because they
take the time to listen to you
and get it right.”

Independent opticians are the best places to go for an eye test and to buy glasses according to Which? (July
2021). Independent opticians received five stars for customer service, thorough eye testing and quality of products.

Specialist Services
SchoolVision Assessments  Dry Eye Clinics  Myopia Management  Ortho-K  Retinal Photography

DW Roberts Opticians, 6 Sponne Shopping Centre, Towcester, NN12 6BY
www.dwroberts.co.uk

01327 350240

Towcester@dwroberts.co.uk

We meet every Sunday at10.30am at the
Tove Valley Centre, Northampton Road NN12 7AH
You can also watch the service or catch up later
on our TVBF YouTube channel.
For more about our church, visit tvbf.co.uk, where
you can access our recorded sermons, resources,
and more, or contact secretary@tvbf.co.uk
We would love to meet with you!
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^hWWKZd/E'ZEtϭϲϵt>>/E'&
ƐĂĐŚĂƌŝƚǇ͕ĂůůŽƵƌŝŶĐŽŵĞĐŽŵĞƐĨƌŽŵ
ŐƌĂŶƚƐ͕ĨƵŶĚƌĂŝƐŝŶŐĂŶĚĚŽŶĂƚŝŽŶƐ͘WůĞĂƐĞĐĂŶ
ǇŽƵŚĞůƉƵƐƚŽŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶŽƵƌŐƌŽǁƚŚĂŶĚ
ŵƵĐŚŶĞĞĚĞĚƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĨŽƌŽƵƌǀŝƐŝƚŽƌƐ͘,ĞƌĞ
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ŚĂǀĞŶŽǁďĞĞŶĂǁĂƌĚĞĚŚĂƌŝƚǇ^ƚĂƚƵƐ͘KƵƌ
ƌĞŐŝƐƚĞƌĞĚĐŚĂƌŝƚǇŶƵŵďĞƌŝƐϭϭϵϲϲϯϭ͘dŚŝƐŝƐ
ĂƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƚŝŽŶŽĨƚŚĞĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞĚĂŶĚŐƌŽǁŝŶŐ
ǁŽƌŬƚŚĂƚǁĞĚŽůŽĐĂůůǇƚŽƐƵƉƉŽƌƚƚŚŽƐĞǁŚŽ
ĂƌĞƐƚƌƵŐŐůŝŶŐǁŝƚŚƚŚĞŝƌǁĞůůďĞŝŶŐ͘
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ƚƌĞŶĞǁϭϲϵǁĞŽĨĨĞƌĂƋƵŝĞƚƐŚĂƌĞĚƉůĂĐĞŝŶ
Towcester where it’s OK to not be OK.
ŶǇŽŶĞǁŚŽŝƐƐƚƌƵŐŐůŝŶŐǁŝƚŚƚŚĞŝƌŵĞŶƚĂůŽƌ
ĞŵŽƚŝŽŶĂůŚĞĂůƚŚ͕ŽƌǁŚŽŝƐŝƐŽůĂƚĞĚŝƐ
ǁĞůĐŽŵĞƚŽĐŽŵĞŝŶƚŽƚŚĞĐĂĨĠĨŽƌĂĐŚĂƚ
ĂŶĚͬŽƌƚŽũŽŝŶŝŶǁŝƚŚĐŽͲƉƌŽĚƵĐĞĚǁĞůůďĞŝŶŐ
ĂĐƚŝǀŝƚŝĞƐ͘dŚĞĐĂĨĠŝƐŽƉĞŶDŽŶĚĂǇƚŽ
tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇĨƌŽŵϭϬĂŵƚŽϯƉŵĂŶĚDŽŶĚĂǇ
ĞǀĞŶŝŶŐĨƌŽŵϳƉŵƚŽϴ͘ϰϱƉŵ͕ǇŽƵĚŽŶŽƚ
ŚĂǀĞƚŽŵĂŬĞĂŶĂƉƉŽŝŶƚŵĞŶƚ͘KŶĂdƵĞƐĚĂǇ
we have a ‘Carers Supporting Carers’ group
ƚŚĂƚŵĞĞƚƐĨƌŽŵϭϮŶŽŽŶƚŽϭƉŵĂďŽǀĞ
ƌĞŶĞǁϭϲϵ͘tĞĂůƐŽŚĂǀĞĂ&ƌŝĚĂǇĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ
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ƚŚĞŝƌǁĞůůďĞŝŶŐĐĂŶĂƐŬƚŽũŽŝŶ͘KŶĂdŚƵƌƐĚĂǇ
ĂŶĚ&ƌŝĚĂǇDŝŶĚƵƐĞƚŚĞƉƌĞŵŝƐĞƐƚŽŽ͕ǁŚŝĐŚ
ŚĞůƉƐƵƐĐƌĞĂƚĞĂϱͲĚĂǇͲĂͲǁĞĞŬƐƉĂĐĞŝŶ
dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌĨŽƌĂŶǇŽŶĞǁŚŽŝƐƐƚƌƵŐŐůŝŶŐǁŝƚŚ
ƚŚĞŝƌǁĞůůďĞŝŶŐ͘ƐǁĞŵŽǀĞŽŶĨƌŽŵƚŚĞ
ƉĂŶĚĞŵŝĐ͕ǁĞĂƌĞŶŽƚŝĐŝŶŐĂŶŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞŝŶ
ƚŚŽƐĞƐƚƌƵŐŐůŝŶŐǁŝƚŚƚŚĞŝƌŵĞŶƚĂůŚĞĂůƚŚ͘
WůĞĂƐĞƚĞůůƉĞŽƉůĞǁŚŽǇŽƵŬŶŽǁĂƌĞ
ƐƚƌƵŐŐůŝŶŐĂďŽƵƚŽƵƌƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ͕ŽƌďĞƚƚĞƌƐƚŝůů͕
ŚĞůƉƚŚĞŵďǇƐƵŐŐĞƐƚŝŶŐƚŚĂƚǇŽƵĂƌĞŚĂƉƉǇ
ƚŽĐŽŵĞĂůŽŶŐǁŝƚŚƚŚĞŵͲŝƚĐŽƵůĚďĞũƵƐƚƚŚĞ
ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚƚŚĂƚƚŚĞǇŶĞĞĚ͘
sŝƐŝƚƵƐĂƚϭϲϵtĂƚůŝŶŐ^ƚƌĞĞƚtĞƐƚ͘

•
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sŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌŝŶƚŚĞĐĂĨĠĐŚĂƚƚŝŶŐƚŽŽƵƌ
ǀŝƐŝƚŽƌƐĂŶĚŵĂŬŝŶŐƚĞĂƐĂŶĚĐŽĨĨĞĞƐ
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ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĂŶĂĐƚŝǀŝƚǇƚŚĂƚŽƵƌǀŝƐŝƚŽƌƐĐĂŶ
ĞŶũŽǇ͘
,ŽůĚĂŶŶŶƵĂůŽĨĨĞĞDŽƌŶŝŶŐŽƌ
ŚĞĞƐĞĂŶĚtŝŶĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ͘/ŶǀŝƚĞǇŽƵƌ
friends along for a set donation. A ‘How
to Guide’ can be provided by the
ĨƵŶĚƌĂŝƐŝŶŐƚĞĂŵ͘
ƌĞĂƚĞǇŽƵƌŽǁŶ^ƉŽŶƐŽƌƐŚŝƉŚĂůůĞŶŐĞ
ĨŽƌƌĞŶĞǁϭϲϵ
ŽŶĂƚĞ͗'ŝǀĞĂŽŶĞŽĨĨŽƌďĞƚƚĞƌƐƚŝůů
ŵŽŶƚŚůǇĚŽŶĂƚŝŽŶǀŝĂďĂŶŬƚƌĂŶƐĨĞƌ͘ůů
ĚŽŶĂƚŝŽŶƐĂƌĞŐƌĂƚĞĨƵůůǇƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ͕ĂŶĚ
ĞǀĞƌǇƉĞŶŶǇŐŽĞƐƚŽƐƵƉƉŽƌƚŝŶŐ
ǁĞůůďĞŝŶŐŝŶdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌĂŶĚƚŚĞ
ƐƵƌƌŽƵŶĚŝŶŐǀŝůůĂŐĞƐ͘KƵƌdƌĞĂƐƵƌĞƌǁŝůů
ŐůĂĚůǇŚĞůƉĂŶǇŽŶĞĂƐƚŽŚŽǁƚŽŵĂŬĞĂ
ƌĞŐƵůĂƌĚŽŶĂƚŝŽŶĂŶĚƐƵƉƉŽƌƚƚĂǆƉĂǇĞƌƐ
ƐŽƚŚĂƚǁĞĐĂŶĐůĂŝŵ'ŝĨƚŝĚ͘
ŽŶĞͲŽĨĨĚŽŶĂƚŝŽŶĐĂŶďĞŵĂĚĞǀŝĂ
ŚƚƚƉƐ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ũƵƐƚŐŝǀŝŶŐ͘ĐŽŵͬZĞŶĞǁϭϲϵ
tĞůůďĞŝŶŐĂĨĞ
'ĞƚĐƚŝǀĞ͗tŚǇŶŽƚĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞǇŽƵƌƐĞůĨ
ŽƌďĞƚƚĞƌƐƚŝůůŝŶĐůƵĚĞǇŽƵƌǁŽƌŬ

MAYOR’S CHARITY
tĞĂƌĞǀĞƌǇŐƌĂƚĞĨƵůĂŶĚǁŽƵůĚůŝŬĞƚŽĞǆƚĞŶĚ
ĂďŝŐƚŚĂŶŬǇŽƵƚŽůůƌĂŵŝĂŶZĞǇŶŽůĚƐĨŽƌ
ĐŚŽŽƐŝŶŐƌĞŶĞǁϭϲϵĂƐŽŶĞŽĨŚŝƐĐŚĂƌŝƚŝĞƐ͘
tĞŬŶŽǁĂƐǁĞůůĂƐƌĂŝƐŝŶŐŵƵĐŚŶĞĞĚĞĚ
ĨƵŶĚƐƚŚŝƐŚĂƐŚĞůƉĞĚƌĂŝƐĞŽƵƌƉƌŽĨŝůĞǁŝƚŚŝŶ
ƚŚĞůŽĐĂůĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͘
ZĞŐŝƐƚĞƌĞĚĐŚĂƌŝƚǇŶƵŵďĞƌŝƐϭϭϵϲϲϯϭ
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ĐŽůůĞĂŐƵĞƐƚŽĂĐŚŝĞǀĞĂƉĞƌƐŽŶĂů
wellbeing ‘169’ goal throughout 2022?
ĂƐĞĚŽŶƚŚĞϱǁĂǇƐƚŽǁĞůůďĞŝŶŐ͕;'ŝǀĞ͕
ŽŶŶĞĐƚ͕dĂŬĞEŽƚŝĐĞ͕'ĞƚĐƚŝǀĞ͕<ĞĞƉ
Learning). You could undertake a ‘Get
Active’ challenge such as walking every
ĚĂǇĨŽƌϭϲϵĚĂǇƐŽƌďĞŝŶŐƐƉŽŶƐŽƌĞĚƚŽ
ůĞĂƌŶĂŶĞǁƐŬŝůů͘WůĞĂƐĞŵĂŬĞĐŽŶƚĂĐƚŝĨ
ǇŽƵǁŽƵůĚůŝŬĞŚĞůƉǁŝƚŚƐƉŽŶƐŽƌƐŚŝƉ
ŝĚĞĂƐĂŶĚƚŽƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĂƐƉŽŶƐŽƌƐŚŝƉĨŽƌŵ͘
tĞĐĂŶĂůƐŽƉƵƚǇŽƵƌĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞŽŶŽƵƌ
:ƵƐƚ'ŝǀŝŶŐƉĂŐĞ͘
ƚƚĞŶĚ&ƵŶĚƌĂŝƐŝŶŐǀĞŶƚƐ

&hdhZsEd^
ϭϰƚŚDĂǇϮϬϮϮ–ĚĂƚĞĨŽƌǇŽƵƌĚŝĂƌǇ͘
Following the success of our ‘Big Fun Day’ in
^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌϮϬϮϭ͕ǁĞǁŝůůďĞŚŽůĚŝŶŐĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ
ĨĂŵŝůǇĨƵŶĞǀĞŶƚĂƚƚŚĞdŽǀĞsĂůůĞǇĞŶƚƌĞ͘
dŚŝƐŝƐĂũŽŝŶƚǀĞŶƚƵƌĞǁŝƚŚdŽǀĞsĂůůĞǇĂƉƚŝƐƚ
&ĞůůŽǁƐŚŝƉĂŶĚĂůůƉƌŽĐĞĞĚƐǁŝůůďĞƐƉůŝƚ
ďĞƚǁĞĞŶƌĞŶĞǁϭϲϵtĞůůďĞŝŶŐĂĨĠĂŶĚdŽǀĞ
sĂůůĞǇĞŶƚƌĞƚŽĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞƚŽŝŵƉƌŽǀĞ
ĨĂĐŝůŝƚŝĞƐ͘
WůĞĂƐĞŬĞĞƉĂŶĞǇĞŽŶŽƵƌǁĞďƐŝƚĞĂŶĚƐŽĐŝĂů
ŵĞĚŝĂĨŽƌĨƵƚƵƌĞŝŶŝƚŝĂƚŝǀĞƐĨƌŽŵƌĞŶĞǁϭϵϲ͖
ƚŚĞƐĞǁŝůůŝŶĐůƵĚĞĂĐŚĂƌŝƚǇĨĂŵŝůǇƐƉŽƌƚƐĚĂǇ
ĂŶĚĂƉƵďůŝĐĂƚŝŽŶƚŽŚĞůƉǁŝƚŚǇŽƵƌǁĞůůďĞŝŶŐ͘
zŽƵĐĂŶĨŝŶĚŽƵƚŵŽƌĞĂƚƌĞŶĞǁϭϲϵ͘ŽƌŐ͘ƵŬŽƌ
ŽŶ&ĂĐĞďŽŽŬ͕ΛZĞŶĞǁϭϲϵ
/ĨǇŽƵǁŽƵůĚůŝŬĞƚŽŬŶŽǁŵŽƌĞĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞ
ǁŽƌŬŽĨƌĞŶĞǁϭϲϵtĞůůďĞŝŶŐĂĨĞ͕ƉůĞĂƐĞ
ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ^ŚĞůĂŐŚŚĂƉŵĂŶ
ŵĂŶĂŐĞƌΛƌĞŶĞǁϭϲϵ͘ŽƌŐ͘ƵŬŽƌĐĂůůDŽŶĚĂǇ
ƚŽtĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇŽŶϬϳϳϲϭϬϰϭϮϬϯ

SHEPHERD & CO.
Solicitors

184 Watling Street East
NN12 6DB
tel 01327 350185
legal@shepherdandco.com
Established 1973
Advice for the Family, the Elderly and Business
Conveyancing Trusts Litigation Family Law
Criminal Law Neighbour Disputes Probate
Powers of Attorney Wills contested Wills

KEEP YOUR CAR
ROADWORTHY
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Choose our professional
and friendly garage located
in Blakesley.
We provide a wide
variety of servicing and
repairs including air
conditioning and
fault diagnosis on
any make and
model of vehicle.
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CALL US TODAY ON 01327 860 801

www.blakesleygarage.co.uk

Quinbury End, Blakesley, Northamptonshire, NN12 8RF
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Towcester Writers’ Group
The Towcester Writers’ Group meetƐĂƚdŚĞ&ŽƌƵŵlibrary from 7:30 pm to 9:30 pm on the third Wednesday of the month. While our ‘normal’
ŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƐĂƌĞĐƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇƐƵƐƉĞŶĚĞĚ͕ǁĞŚĂǀĞŚĂĚƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵůǀŝƌƚƵĂůŽŽŵŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƐŝŶƐƚĞĂĚ͘dŚĞƐĞĂƌĞƌƵŶĂƚŽƵƌĐŽŶǀĞŶƚŝŽŶĂůŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƚŝŵĞƐĂŶĚ
ǁĞ ĞǆƚĞŶĚ Ă ǁĂƌŵ ǁĞůĐŽŵĞ ƚŽ ĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞ͕ ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌ ǇŽƵ ŚĂǀĞ ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ Žƌ ŶŽƚ͘ &Žƌ ŵŽƌĞ ĚĞƚĂŝůƐ͕ ƉůĞĂƐĞ ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ ƌŝĚŐĞƚ ƌƌĞŐŐĞƌ ďǇ ĞŵĂŝů
ďƌŝĚŐĞƚ͘ĂƌƌĞŐŐĞƌΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ
KƵƌĂŝŵŝƐƚŽĞǆƉůŽƌĞǁĂǇƐŽĨĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐŝŶŐĐƌĞĂƚŝǀŝƚǇ͕ǁŚŝůĞŵĂŬŝŶŐǁƌŝƚŝŶŐĂŶĞŶũŽǇĂďůĞĂŶĚůŝĨĞͲĞŶŚĂŶĐŝŶŐƉĂƐƚŝŵĞ͘ďŽǀĞĂůů͕ǁĞƐĞĞŬƚŽďĞ
ƐŽĐŝĂďůĞĂŶĚ͕ǁŚĞƌĞƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ͕ŚĂǀĞĨƵŶ͘dŚĞƌĞŝƐŶŽƐĞƚƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞĨŽƌĂŵĞĞƚŝŶŐ͘ƚǇƉŝĐĂůĞǀĞŶŝŶŐŵŝŐŚƚŝŶĐůƵĚĞĂƐŚŽƌƚĐƌĞĂƚŝǀĞĞǆĞƌĐŝƐĞ͕ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŽŶƐ
ŽĨďŽŽŬƐƚŚĂƚŚĂǀĞŝŶƐƉŝƌĞĚƵƐĂŶĚƌĞĂĚŝŶŐƐĨƌŽŵŽƵƌŽǁŶǁŽƌŬĨŽƌƐƵƉƉŽƌƚŝǀĞĐŽŵŵĞŶƚĂŶĚĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ͘KĐĐĂƐŝŽŶĂůůǇ͕ǁĞŵĂǇĂůůďĞŝŶǀŝƚĞĚ
ƚŽďƌŝŶŐĂůŽŶŐĂƉŝĞĐĞŽŶĂƚŚĞŵĞƐĞƚŝŶĂĚǀĂŶĐĞ͘tƌŝƚĞƌƐ;ĂŶĚǁŽƵůĚͲďĞͲǁƌŝƚĞƌƐͿŽĨƉŽĞƚƌǇ͕ƉƌŽƐĞĂŶĚƉůĂǇƐŝŶĂůůŐĞŶƌĞƐĂƌĞĞƋƵĂůůǇǁĞůĐŽŵĞ͘
zŽƵĐĂŶĨŽůůŽǁƵƐŽŶůŝŶĞĂƚ͗ǁǁǁ͘ĨĂĐĞďŽŽŬ͘ĐŽŵͬdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌtƌŝƚĞƌƐ

Big cow pat. Take a bite. Leave it! She says, in command voice. So I
do. Reluctantly. But I sneak back and snatch another bite when She's
not watching.

A Winter Walk©
by Bridget Arregger

Leave it! Uh oh, she was watching.

Look Loki, She's putting on her coat. Must mean a walk. If we sit here
and wait, she'll throw some treats into the hall. Come on doggies,
Walkies. There's you go, race you!

Unfamiliar dog coming. On a lead. Smells OK but better bark lots and
lots.

Your coat first, one paw in, then the other. Then your harness. I'll
squirm about a bit and make her catch me. Always good fun. My coat
now. Push my head into the darkness. She'll say peep-bo when she
can see me again. One paw in, then the other, difficult to balance. Nice
warm feeling on my back and my tummy. Harness on.

Go by, she says. So I do, reluctantly. Barking. Quiet now, She says,
and smiles at the woman.
Open space ahead. Time to race. Come on Loki. Up to that bush and
back. She's signalling 'come'. OK. Here I come. Hmm, no treat? Shan't
do that again, then. Come on Loki, race you.

Now you're safe, Arianna, She says. Ready?

Very odd-looking big fluffy white dog coming. Smells dangerous.
Giving us the evil eye. Growl softly.

Out the door. Car door opens.
One, two, three, hup! And I jump in.

Go by, Arianna, She says in quiet voice. We're on our leads now, so
no choice. We walk past growling. Evil dog rushes up. Loki snarls and
snaps.

One, two, three, hup! In you go, Loki.
She fastens our harnesses so we can't move far. We turn around and
sit down.

Go by! She says in command voice. Walk with me.
Man says something in cross voice. Gives Her the evil eye.

Mind your tails! She says. Then that horrible big bang.

She ignores him and walks on. We keep close.

Off we go, time for a sleep, then, look, the car door is opening. Sit
nicely until She has unclipped us and said OK. After you Loki. Race
you!

There's the car. Door is opening. One, two, three, Hup! One, two,
three, Hup! Up we jump.

Come on Loki! What have we got today? Cold snow? Keep
running! Cows somewhere, by the smell, but out of sight. Big!
Keep clear!
Dog ahead. Black. Fierce. Smells powerful. But sitting down so
probably OK but I'll bark anyway.
Walk with me, She says. Go by. I rush past, barking. You're
safe, Arianna, She says.
Come on, Loki, your turn. If I can do it, so can you. Just run
past, fast as you can.
Good dogs, She says.
Lots of new smells, some familiar ones. Doing your peemails?
She says.
Two frisky dogs ahead but going our way so OK. Don't need to
bark.
Uh oh. Here are the cows. Very big. Very smelly. Keep clear.
Just walk past, ignore them.
Good dogs, She says.



Photo courtesy of Tracey Carpenter
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Tove Valley Baptist Fellowship at the Tove Valley Centre – what a year it’s been!
KŶϮϯƌĚDĂƌĐŚϮϬϮϭ͕dŽǀĞsĂůůĞǇĂƉƚŝƐƚ
&ĞůůŽǁƐŚŝƉĨŝŶĂůůǇƚŽŽŬƉŽƐƐĞƐƐŝŽŶŽĨƚŚĞ
dŽǀĞsĂůůĞǇĞŶƚƌĞĂŶĚƚŚĞǁŽƌŬŽĨ
ƐĞƌǀŝŶŐŽƵƌůŽĐĂůĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇďĞŐĂŶ͊
tŝƚŚŝŶĂŵĂƚƚĞƌŽĨĚĂǇƐ͕ĨƵƌŶŝƚƵƌĞĂŶĚ
ĞƋƵŝƉŵĞŶƚǁĂƐŵŽǀĞĚŝŶ͕ŶŶĂďĞůůĞ
Padwick’s ‘>ŝĨĞĂƚEŽ͘Ϯϳ’ƌĞůŽĐĂƚĞĚŽŶƚŽ
ĂĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƚĞĚĂƌĞĂǁŝƚŚŝŶƚŚĞŐƌŽƵŶĚƐ͕
ĂŶĚǁĞŚĞůĚŽƵƌǀĞƌǇĨŝƌƐƚƌĞĂŬĨĂƐƚůƵď͕
ĂůďĞŝƚĂƚĂŬĞͲĂǁĂǇǀĞƌƐŝŽŶĚƵĞƚŽKs/Ͳ
ϭϵƌĞƐƚƌŝĐƚŝŽŶƐŝŶƉůĂĐĞĂƚƚŚĞƚŝŵĞ͘
ƌĞĂŬĨĂƐƚůƵďƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƐĂŚĞĂůƚŚǇ
ďƌĞĂŬĨĂƐƚĂŶĚĂĐƚŝǀŝƚŝĞƐĨŽƌǇŽƵŶŐƐƚĞƌƐ
ĂŶĚĂƚůĞĂƐƚĂƐŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚůǇ͕ƐŽŵĞǁŚĞƌĞ
ĨŽƌƉĂƌĞŶƚƐĂŶĚŐƌĂŶĚƉĂƌĞŶƚƐƚŽƐŽĐŝĂůŝƐĞ
ŽŶĐĞĂŐĂŝŶ͘KŶƐƵŶŶǇĚĂǇƐĚƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĞ
ĂƐƚĞƌŚŽůŝĚĂǇƐ͕ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐĐŽƵůĚďĞƐĞĞŶ
ƐŝƚƚŝŶŐŝŶƐŵĂůůŐƌŽƵƉƐŝŶƚŚĞŐƌŽƵŶĚƐŽĨ
ƚŚĞds͕ĐŚĂƚƚŝŶŐ͕ƉůĂǇŝŶŐ͕ĂŶĚĞĂƚŝŶŐ
ďƌĞĂŬĨĂƐƚ͘ƌĞĂŬĨĂƐƚůƵďŚĂƐďĞĞŶŚĞůĚ
ĚƵƌŝŶŐĞǀĞƌǇƐĐŚŽŽůŚŽůŝĚĂǇƐŝŶĐĞĂŶĚŚĂƐ
ƉƌŽǀĞĚƚŽďĞƐŽƉŽƉƵůĂƌĂŶĚǁŽƌƚŚǁŚŝůĞ
ƚŚĂƚƚŚĞ&ĞůůŽǁƐŚŝƉŚĂƐĂŐƌĞĞĚŝƚƐŚŽƵůĚ
ĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞĚƵƌŝŶŐƐĐŚŽŽůŚŽůŝĚĂǇƐ
ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚϮϬϮϮ͘dŚŝƐŝƐĂ&ZĞǀĞŶƚ͕
ĂŶĚĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞŝƐǁĞůĐŽŵĞ͘

ĨĞĞůƐĂƐĐŽŵĨŽƌƚĂďůĞĂďŽƵƚĐŽŵŝŶŐĂůŽŶŐ
ĂƐƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ͘

ŚĂǀĞĐŚŽƐĞŶƚŚĞdŽǀĞsĂůůĞǇĞŶƚƌĞĨŽƌ
ƚŚĞŝƌĐĞůĞďƌĂƚŝŽŶƐ͘

/ŶEŽǀĞŵďĞƌ͕ǁĞďĞŐĂŶŽƵƌĨŝƌƐƚůƉŚĂ
ŽƵƌƐĞĂƚƚŚĞdŽǀĞsĂůůĞǇĞŶƚƌĞ͘ůƉŚĂŝƐ
ĂĐŚĂŶĐĞƚŽĂƐŬƐŽŵĞŽĨƚŚĞďŝŐƋƵĞƐƚŝŽŶƐ
ŽĨůŝĨĞĂŶĚĞǆƉůŽƌĞƚŚĞŚƌŝƐƚŝĂŶĨĂŝƚŚŝŶĂ
ĨƵŶ͕ŶŽŶͲƉƌĞƐƐƵƌŝƐĞĚĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ͘tĞ
ĂƌĞƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐƚŽďĞŐŝŶĂŶĞǁĐŽƵƌƐĞŝŶƚŚĞ
^ƉƌŝŶŐ͕ĂŶĚǁĞǁŽƵůĚůŽǀĞǇŽƵƚŽũŽŝŶƵƐ͘
&ŽƌŵŽƌĞŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ͕ƉůĞĂƐĞĞŵĂŝů
ĂůƉŚĂΛƚǀďĨ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬŽƌĐŚĞĐŬŽƵƚŽƵƌ
ǁĞďƐŝƚĞǁǁǁ͘ƚǀďĨ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬͬĂůƉŚĂ

&ŽƌŵŽƌĞŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶĂďŽƵƚŽƵƌ^ƵŶĚĂǇ
^ĞƌǀŝĐĞƐƉůĞĂƐĞƵƐĞ
ƐĞĐƌĞƚĂƌǇΛƚǀďĨ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ

/ƚŚĂƐďĞĞŶĂũŽǇƚŽǁĞůĐŽŵĞƐŽŵĂŶǇ
ŐƌŽƵƉƐƚŚĂƚŽƵƌŶŽǁŚŝƌŝŶŐŽƵƌďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ
ŽŶĂƌĞŐƵůĂƌďĂƐŝƐ͕ĂƐǁĞůůĂƐĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐƚŚĂƚ



/ƚǁĂƐŽŶ^ƵŶĚĂǇϮϲƚŚ^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌƚŚĂƚǁĞ
ŚĞůĚŽƵƌŽĨĨŝĐŝĂůŽƉĞŶŝŶŐĞǀĞŶƚ͕ǁŝƚŚĂ
ŽŵŵŝƐƐŝŽŶŝŶŐĂŶĚdŚĂŶŬƐŐŝǀŝŶŐ^ĞƌǀŝĐĞ
ŝŶƚŚĞŵŽƌŶŝŶŐĂŶĚ‘dŚĞŝŐtĞůĐŽŵĞ’͕Ă
ĨƵŶĞǀĞŶƚĨŽƌĂůůƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůǇ͕ŝŶƚŚĞ
ĂĨƚĞƌŶŽŽŶ͘/ƚǁĂƐǁŽŶĚĞƌĨƵůƚŽďĞĂďůĞƚŽ
ǁĞůĐŽŵĞŝŶƚŚĞŵŽƌŶŝŶŐƐŽŵĂŶǇŽĨƚŚĞ
ƉĞŽƉůĞƚŚĂƚŚĂǀĞũŽƵƌŶĞǇĞĚǁŝƚŚƵƐŽǀĞƌ
ƚŚĞϯϬǇĞĂƌƐƐŝŶĐĞƚŚĞǀŝƐŽŶĨŽƌƚŚĞ
ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐǁĂƐĨŝƌƐƚŐŝǀĞŶ͕ĂƐǁĞůůĂƐŵĂŶǇ
ŽĨŽƵƌĨƌŝĞŶĚƐĂŶĚŶĞŝŐŚďŽƵƌƐĨƌŽŵ
ŵŝĚĚĂǇ͘
tĞǁĞƌĞĂůƐŽĚĞůŝŐŚƚĞĚƚŽďĞĂďůĞƚŽŚŽƐƚ
Ă&ƵŶĂǇŽŶƚŚĞ^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇϮϱƚŚ
September, raising funds for the Mayor’s
ŚĂƌŝƚŝĞƐ͗ZĞŶĞǁϭϲϵtĞůůďĞŝŶŐĂĨĠ
ǁŚĞƌĞ“It’s OK not to be OK”͕ĂŶĚŽƵƌ
>ŽĐĂůŝƌŵďƵůĂŶĐĞ͘tŚĂƚĂďƵƐǇ
ǁĞĞŬĞŶĚƚŚĂƚǁĂƐ͊
ŚƵƌĐŚ^ĞƌǀŝĐĞƐĂƚƚŚĞdŽǀĞsĂůůĞǇĞŶƚƌĞ
ŚĂǀĞĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞĚŽŶ^ƵŶĚĂǇŵŽƌŶŝŶŐƐ
ĨƌŽŵϭϬ͘ϯϬĂŵƚŽŵŝĚͲĚĂǇŽǀĞƌƚŚĞƉĂƐƚ
ǇĞĂƌ͘tĞŚĂǀĞĂĚũƵƐƚĞĚĂƌƌĂŶŐĞŵĞŶƚƐƚŽ
ĐŽŵƉůǇǁŝƚŚKs/ͲϭϵƌĞŐƵůĂƚŝŽŶƐĂŶĚ
ŐƵŝĚĂŶĐĞĂƐŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇ͘&ůĞǆŝďŝůŝƚǇǁŝƚŚƚŚĞ
ǁĂǇƚŚĂƚǁĞŚĂǀĞƌƵŶzŽƵƚŚůƵďƐŽŶ
&ƌŝĚĂǇĞǀĞŶŝŶŐƐĂŶĚŽƵƌĞǀĞƌͲƉŽƉƵůĂƌ
tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇdŽƚƐ'ƌŽƵƉŚĂƐĂůƐŽďĞĞŶ
ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚƚŽŵĂŬĞƐƵƌĞƚŚĂƚĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞ
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&ŽƌĚĞƚĂŝůƐŽĨŽƵƌhildren’s and zŽƵŶŐ
Werson’s activitiesit’s ǇŽƵƚŚΛƚǀďĨ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ
&ŽƌŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶĂďŽƵƚŚŝƌŝŶŐƚŚĞds͕
ƉůĞĂƐĞĞŵĂŝů
ĐĞŶƚƌĞŵĂŶĂŐĞƌΛƚŽǀĞǀĂůůĞǇĐĞŶƚƌĞ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ


ǁǁǁ͘ƚǀďĨ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ

Finding our way in unstable times . . .

2022 Calendar of Events: 
We have an exciting calendar of events planned for 2022.
As well as our Wednesday film nights at Chantry House
which will recommence soon, we have the following dates
for your diaries:
•

Friday 4th March - World Day of Prayer: This year the
service has been written by women from England
Wales and Northern Ireland. The theme is HOPE from
Book of Jeremiah Chap:29 v 1-14 “I know The plans I
have for you.” This service is being prepared through
Churches together in Towcester, and will be held at
St.Lawrence Church at 10.30am as a ecumenical
service for everyone. It used to be Women’s World Day
of Prayer - A world-wide organisation of different
denominations of faith from the seven regions of the
world. This will be reflected in our service as we light
seven candles. We hope you will join us at this informal
service for prayers and reflections, with music, songs,
and three women’s accounts of how they feel being
excluded from society.

•

Saturday 19th March - Bric-a-brac/garage and plant
sale in Meeting Lane, Towcester

•

Friday 15th April – Family Easter Event at St
Lawrence 2pm to 4pm, includes children’s craft
activities, games, Easter Egg hunt, refreshments and
chocolate Tombola

•

Saturday 23rd April- The Whirlygigs, will be playing
popular hits from across the decades whilst you enjoy
a Ploughman’s Supper. Limited tickets available which
can be booked now via the Benefice Office. 7:30pm at
Chantry House with suggested donation of £10 each
on the night.

•

Clothing and Fabric Recycling – donations (either
inside church or at the Vicarage) by Sunday 24th April
please. Collections can be arranged by contacting the
Benefice Office

•

Saturday 9th July – Vicarage Fete and Open
Gardens including numerous gardens around
Towcester to visit. At the Vicarage you will find: kids
games, cake stall, local sellers, cream teas, icecreams, Hartwells BBQ, “Teddy Tower Abseiling”,
Emergency Services Vehicles, and lots more!

So again this Lent, groups of Christians from across the local churches
are gathering regularly to learn, reflect, and pray. Whilst we are using
a variety of approaches, we are all focusing on the book of Ruth. This
tiny four-chapter book takes just 15 minutes to read. But includes
hunger, death, danger, and suspense, as well as loyalty, coincidence,
kindness, and rescue. It is set in the dangerous and unstable times of
the Judges over 3000 years ago when ‘Everyone did as they saw fit.’
We are finding this story a helpful companion as we seek to discover
what it is fit for us to do in these unstable times.

•

Saturday 22nd October – Musica Concert. An
excellent Acapella Choir of 20 men and women
performing in St Lawrence, with wine and nibbles
during the interval. Suggested donation on the night of
£10 each, bookable via the Benefice Office

May we all find our path this, and every, season.

Please do come along and support St Lawrence; all
proceeds to help cover costs of the church and work within
the Towcester Community. If you require any further
information or wish to help out, please contact the Tove
Benefice Office on 01327 350459 or by email
tovebeneficeoffice@gmail.com

Life seems to have become more unstable doesn’t it? Our health, our
relationships with other nations, the prices that we need to pay for
things, our politics, which businesses will thrive or not, even our
climate, are all increasingly unpredictable. Whilst there may well be
‘a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the
heavens’; it is difficult to know what is about to be asked of us next.
At the very least, we are all having to work out in each encounter
whether this is ‘a time to embrace’ or ‘a time to refrain from
embracing’.
At church we continue to seek a balance between the pull to be
together and the pull to keep one another safe. And we recognise that
for each of us that balance will look slightly different. We have our
own natural inclinations, our individual health profiles, and our
personal responsibilities to others. So, we continue to offer worship
both in church buildings, and on zoom. For those who come to
church, there is the choice to sit with others or to maintain distance.
Indeed, our churches remain open during the day; so that anyone can
slip in for a moment of quiet on their own. In stressful times, it is
particularly good to take some space for ourselves.
Jesus prepared for the stress of public ministry by spending 40 days
alone in the wilderness. At this time of year many Christians recall
Jesus’ wilderness time; and take extra space themselves for prayer,
reflection, and learning. For, whilst the natural seasons may be
confused, the seasons of the church maintain their regular rhythm.
We are in the season of Lent, moving into the season of Easter. You
can read more about this in Mel Whitlock’s article ‘Hope this Easter’.

(Bible quotations are from the NIV)
Revd Angela Hammett
Curate, Tove Benefice
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Other events yet to be confirmed: Towcester Studio Band
Concert; Big Fiddle Band and BBQ in the Vicarage Garden;
Guided “Tower Tour” with Afternoon Tea in the Vicarage
Garden; Christmas Tree Festival in St Lawrence Church

Fresh local veg delivered from
farm to your door within 24 hours
Enjoy a seasonal selection of delicious farm-fresh
vegetables delivered to your door, sourced from
local farms to ensure maximum freshness.

Four different
box options
Call Sue on:

01908 543008 / 07922 134915
Order online at:

www.moorgatefarm.co.uk
Email: moorgatefarm@gmail.com
Bespoke orders taken, none too large
or too small, just give us a call!
Moorgate Farm | Moorend Road | Potterspury
Towcester | Northants NN12 7QG
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Please spare just two hours of your
time to help clean up Towcester!

26th & 27th March 2022

The Towcester Tidy Up sessions
organised by Towcester Rotary
Club are back by popular
demand!
The sessions haven’t happened during
the last couple of years because of the
restrictions, but lots of people have
been going out in small groups and
have collected lots of litter.
Of course, the dropping of litter hasn’t
stopped, so I think that we should get
cracking again this Spring and make a
difference.
The Rotary Club of Towcester has an
Agreement with River Care who
provide the litter picking equipment for
us to use. Remember to bring it with
you if you have borrowed it over the
last couple of years.
The Keep Britain Tidy Campaign
organises the Great British Spring


Clean, which this year will be between
25th March and 10th April 2022.
Locally, the Towcester Tidy Up will take
place over the weekend of 26/27th of
March.
If anyone wants to volunteer for the
Tidy Up, please join our award-winning
team (certificated on display in the
library).
As previously, the weekend will be split
into four separate 2-hour (approx)
sessions, so that we can make the best
use of the equipment that we have
available. Litter pickers, handihoops,
bags, gloves, hi-viz jackets and
specialist equipment will be provided you just need to wear strong footwear
and dress for the weather.
Everyone who has helped in the past
did an amazing job and we all had a
great deal of satisfaction in making a
very visual difference. For a while at

Towcester Tidy Up
26/27th of March 2022
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least, Towcester was a lot cleaner and
everyone who was involved said that
they enjoyed it and would like to get
involved again.
If more people volunteer, we can
target even more areas of Towcester,
so please invite family, friends and
neighbours to join in. Children are
welcome provided they are always
supervised by a parent or guardian.
If you, or an organisation of which you
are a member, want to get involved,
please contact me via email.
Rotarian David Reed
01327 352414 / 07970 597044
dreedsfm@sky.com

TOWCESTER ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
CENTERNARY POPPY APPEAL 2021
Last year we got back to a more “normal” Poppy Appeal. Most of the activities
were based on standing at Waitrose and Tesco, having displays in lots of retail
outlets and local schools. The street collection in Towcester High Street and
house to house collections in outlying villages took place but, as ever, we need
more volunteers in order to provide a more complete coverage.
We were able to get access to two card readers in Waitrose and Tesco and
between them totalled almost £3,000 so we will continue with them in the future.
Waitrose collections totalled £8,189.93p and Tesco £3,926.78p. The schools
combined total was £2,182.29.
All of the above plus donations from individuals and from organisations for the
provision of Poppy Wreaths means that the final total for this year is £24,679.88p.
My very grateful thanks go to all of the retail outlets, schools and wonderful
volunteers who helped so much but most of all to the very generous support from
the public of Towcester and surrounding District..
The Poppy Appeal only collects about 40% of the money which is necessary to
fund the RBL’s work, which runs to over £2Million every week, so any money
given is very gratefully received..
2022 ARMED FORCES DAY - calling all Veterans and Serving personnel
This year’s Armed Forces Day falls on Saturday 25th June. However, events to
celebrate it can take place up to two weeks before and after.
We have always held a ceremony outside the Town Hall but in terms of numbers
it has always been relatively low key. This year we want to make more of showing
our appreciation of what our Armed Forces, current and past, have given in
serving our country.
The Midsummer Music Festival (MMF) takes place over the weekend of 17th to
19th June. The plan is to hold an event in the Town Hall during the afternoon of
the 18th for Service personnel and their families. Refreshments will be provided
by Food for Heroes, for which we are very grateful, and we are hoping to have
music from Towcester Studio Band. We will also provide free programmes for the
MMF to all those eligible.
However, because the full MMF programme covers all the events from Friday
lunchtime until Sunday tea-time, all those eligible will need to contact me in
advance so I can make appropriate arrangements to enable them to take the
fullest advantage of the programme, which acts as a roving entry ticket. This will
also help with regard to getting the right numbers for the refreshments on the
Saturday afternoon.
More information will be released closer to the event, but for now I just need those
interested to contact me.
BRANCH ACTIVITIES
We meet at 7:30pm on the second Tuesday of the month at the Sports & Social
Club on Swinneyford Road. We usually have a speaker talking about some aspect
of the military or military history. You do not have to have served in the Armed
Services to become a member of the RBL. Some of the services provided by the
RBL can only be offered to ex- or current serving personnel or their dependants,
but that stipulation does not apply to anyone wanting to become a member. So,
pop along to our next meeting and see for yourself: you’ll be made very welcome.
DAVID REED ● POPPY APPEAL ORGANISER

dreedsfm@sky.com | 07970 597044 | 01327 352414
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Hope this Easter
As I write this, we are still at the end of January,
and things have been somewhat uncertain for
many of us over the past few months in terms of
the way we can live our lives through this
pandemic. But a change is coming.

Jesus knew that His time on earth wasn’t without
purpose, and that purpose was about to be
complete. He went to die for our sins once and for
all. But Then...The Sun Rises on Easter Sunday.
Sunday is the day that changed it all. For the
disciples. For all of us.

As we approach Spring and Easter, many of us
consider these times to be a time of hope.

Not only did Jesus die for our sins, but He rose
again, defeating sin and death for all time. This
brings us much hope. The resurrection of Jesus
confirms hope for us.

Spring flowers blooming; the changing colours of
the scenery around us; the lighter evenings and
mornings; the longer daylight hours; the lambs in
the fields; all symbols of new life and hope.

This is our great hope. This hope is what sustains
Christians in times of suffering and doubt.

Easter brings that message of hope for us all.

Easter brings us hope in the midst of our good
days and also the days that are more challenging.

Good Friday tells of the events of when Jesus was
crucified on the cross. To his disciples, the evening
before all their hopes and dreams were crushed.
Jesus, their friend, their guide, their teacher was
taken away from them for crimes He did not
commit.

This Easter time, take time to reflect, reflect on the
things that you have, your families, friends,
neighbours and think about the hope of new things
that are to come.

As tragic as this event seemed to the disciples, we
know that it was important for us all. We know the
whole story — we know the ending, and we know
what happened over the next few days is what
gives us hope.

With every blessing

Melanie

Chair
Churches Together in Towcester
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Safe At Home
From companionship through to complex care needs
our trusted and highly trained team are by your side,
keeping you safe in your home for longer.
Our visit times range from 30 minutes right up to
live-in care. We offer everything from personal
care to shopping, cleaning or social visits.

Recruitment:
We are looking for professional
and dedicated carers to join our
team in the Towcester area.
Flexible hours available, please
get in touch to find out more.

Contact Us:
01908 299 032
www.bluebirdcare.co.uk/milton-keynes
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TOWCESTER LIBRARY




Towcester Library held an exhibition for LGBT+ History
Month that featured a selection of art from members of the
queer community and people that support them.
This was displayed in the library for the entire month for
members of the public to view and featured paintings,
poems, short stories, embroidery, photography, and other
artistic mediums.
The library hoped that this event could highlight the
creativity of the LGBT+ community, making the members of
it feel seen and giving them space to express themselves.
LGBT+ History Month is an important time to reflect on
what the queer community has gone through, the changes
that have been seen, and a chance to celebrate where the
community is.
For a smaller town like Towcester, the visibility and activity
of the queer community can seem less obvious than in
larger towns. Hopefully, this exhibition will show that
although it is a smaller community, it is an accepting and
embracing one.
The library also held a series of displays, events, and a
drop-in with the charity QSpace to celebrate the month.

Serenity of Mind
Spiritual Counselling and Mindset Therapy
Anxiety and panic - Over thinking mind - Trauma - Grief and Loss
Rape and abuse - Lack of confidence and self-worth - Relationship issues
Stress and burnout - Pain Management with Health Issues – Meditation - breathe work
To see how my services can help benefit you please get in touch today.
I am confident I can help.

Melanie

07771 621734

To Book an appointment direct or send a message via my website contact form.

31

serenityofmind.co.uk

When you need a
family lawyer...

...talk to a family law specialist
Call us today or email
enquiries@hawkinsfamilylaw.co.uk
Divorce & separation
Arrangements for children
Dealing with financial
issues
THE OLD COURT HOUSE
19 MARKET SQUARE
STONY STRATFORD
MK11 1BE

Prenuptial agreements
Relationship breakdown
Cohabitation
Civil Partnerships
6B WILLOWS GATE
STOKE LYNE ROAD
STRATTON AUDLEY
OX27 9AU

01908 262680

01869 225580

WWW.HAWKINSFAMILYLAW.CO.UK
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Let’s Celebrate! : The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
Twenty years ago, Towcester enjoyed
extremely successful golden Jubilee
celebrations organised by a dedicated
team of volunteers. At the time, I was a
teenager living in a small market town in
East Northamptonshire, but I remember
the day itself vividly. Residents from my
small cul-de-sac assembled for a street
party that lasted well into the night; one
neighbour built an impressive wooden
bar for the occasion whilst my mum
acted as barmaid for one night only!

This was the first time that I experienced
a true sense of community spirit, with
everyone united in joining in with the
celebrations and simply enjoying
themselves. It is actually one of my
fondest memories to date.

Occasions such as these are rare, and it
is unlikely that a British monarch will
reign for such a distinctive period of time
within the next century at the very least.
Quite an extraordinary feat calls for
extraordinary celebrations!

I now consider Towcester to be my
“hometown” after relocating here in
October 2015. However, it was not until
2017 that I began to form friendships
and lay foundations by immersing myself
into the local community through joining
the Rotary Club of Towcester and
volunteering with Renew169 Wellbeing
Café and Towcester Community Food.
Having lived around the UK, I can
personally vouch that the town itself is
very special and unique with lots to offer.
It is time to capitalise on this and put
Towcester firmly "back on the map"!

A working party has recently been
established to start preparations. The
Recreation Ground has been booked for
the duration of the Platinum Jubilee
Central Weekend, but the finer details
need to be discussed and subsequently
confirmed. Currently there are
representatives from organisations
including Churches Together, Rotary
Club of Towcester, Towcester & District
Lions Club, Towcester Mill Brewery,
Towcester Town Council, Towcester
U3A and Towcester WI. Ideally this
should expand further.
As this is an event for the local
community, I am keen to ask the local
community for its input on what the
celebrations should include. I also
believe that a collaborative approach is
essential for the event to be successful.
Please email me with any general
comments or suggestions or if you are
interested in becoming involved.

Golden Jubilee Celebrations 2002
Potential ideas so far include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Car/motorcycle show
Entertainment
Exhibition at a local venue with a
relevant theme
Food village and beer tent
Performances from local groups and
organisations
Royal themed afternoon tea at a
local venue
Sporting tournaments
Stalls, including local charities
Themed window display competition
for local businesses with a public
vote

After a frustrating and restrictive two
years due to the COVID-19 pandemic, it
is time to start making plans and have
fun!

Steph Jones
towcesterplatinumjubileefayre@gmail.com
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FIRST ANYWHERE - The Story of the First Aid Nursing Yeomanry 1909 – 1919
By Philomena Liggins.

Philomena Liggins, the social historian, and writer,
has provided us with a detailed and dramatic
chronicle of a group of very determined women in
war, led by a charismatic and driven individual,
Grace Ashley-Smith later McDougall.
At the outbreak of the First World War, a war which
was expected to be short-lived, a contingency plan
came into effect adding to the regular army medical
and nursing services, reservists and territorials, as
well as 20,000 members of the new Voluntary Aid
Detachments. Sir Alfred Keogh had thoroughly
reorganised the army medical services after the
grim experience of the South African War, but
would this be enough? There were also several
volunteer hospitals and ambulance units organised
and funded by titled ladies with means. Among
these voluntary bodies was a small and colourful
corps of lady volunteers, the First Aid Nursing
Yeomanry (known as the FANY) trained to ride
onto the battlefield to find the wounded, give them
first aid and bring them back to the Regimental Aid
Post. However romantically impracticable, they
were supported by a benign military with instruction
and facilities. After some turbulent beginnings,
determined and well-connected personalities
emerged to modernise the Corps and when war
came, the FANY were already able to provide a
motor ambulance and trained women to drive it.
Naturally, their offer to the War Office was at first
rejected – as were those from other womens’
organisations. In the chaos of the early days of the war Grace Ashley-Smith made her way to a hospital in Belgium
and there established the reputation for courage and improvisation which would be the marks of the FANY throughout
the war. At first, the Belgians and French were more willing to accept help, and from running a hospital in Calais for
Belgian soldiers with typhoid in 1914, the Corps would expand to provide several ambulance convoys evacuating
wounded back from the Casualty Clearing Stations to Field Hospitals and then to the Channel ports, a base hospital
and a convalescent hospital for the French, and canteens. The FANY were formally accepted as ambulance drivers
for the British Army in January 1916.
Several attempts were made to close them down, one or two by jealous rivals, which the FANY survived by
subterfuge. Continuous efforts had to be made to raise funds, scrounge equipment, procure ambulances, and recruit
volunteers.
Ambulance driving was a horrible job. The machines themselves were primitive and had to be hand-cranked. They
were driven by the FANY in all weathers over the rough country roads of France and Belgium with terrible cargoes of
wounded, dying and dead men. This task and the conditions in which the volunteers lived were far from the comforts
of the British middle-class homes from which they came. Some 450 FANYs served as nurses and ambulance drivers,
and they were to win seventeen Military Medals and twenty-seven Croix de Guerre for their courage under
bombardment.
At chapter ends, Philomena Liggins lists the deaths in action of officers and soldiers linked to individual FANYs, a
reminder of the immense and tragic drama in which they were all players. She also reminds the reader of the post-war
years with the Corps in limbo until the Second World War, when they were to provide again immense and secret
service to the Special Operations Executive.
I.B.H.M.
“FIRST ANYWHERE - The Story of the First Aid Nursing Yeomanry 1909 – 1919” will be available to purchase from
Towcester Museum, Colemans of Towcester and other good booksellers.
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Easter Exhibition & Sale
dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌdŽǁŶ,Ăůů

86 Watling Street, Towcester NN12 6BS

>ŝƚƚůĞŽƌƌŽǁĞƌƐWůĂǇƚŝŵĞ͕ĨŽƌŵĞƌůǇŬŶŽǁŶĂƐdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌdŽǇ>ŝďƌĂƌǇŝƐĂ
ǀŽůƵŶƚĂƌǇͲƌƵŶĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŐƌŽƵƉŚŽůĚŝŶŐƉůĂǇƐĞƐƐŝŽŶƐĨŽƌǇŽƵĂŶĚǇŽƵƌ
ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶĂŐĞĚƵŶĚĞƌϱ͘tĞŽĨĨĞƌĂƐƉĂĐŝŽƵƐĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ͕ĂǁŝĚĞƐĞůĞĐƚŝŽŶ
ŽĨƚŽǇƐ͕ƐŝƚͲĂŶĚƌŝĚĞͲŽŶƐ͕ĂŶĚĂĚĞĚŝĐĂƚĞĚĂƌĞĂĨŽƌďĂďŝĞƐ͘ůůŽƵƌƚŽǇƐĂƌĞ
ĂůƐŽĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞĨŽƌŚŝƌĞĨŽƌĂƐŵĂůůĐŚĂƌŐĞ͘
dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌzŽƵƚŚΘŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇĞŶƚƌĞ
/ƐůŝŶŐƚŽŶZŽĂĚ͕dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͕EEϭϮϲh
ǀĞƌǇdŚƵƌƐĚĂǇĨƌŽŵϵ͘ϯϬĂŵ–ϭϭ͘ϯϬĂŵŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐƐĐŚŽŽůŚŽůŝĚĂǇƐ
ŶƚƌǇĨĞĞŝƐάϮƉĞƌĨĂŵŝůǇ
ǁŚŝĐŚŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐĚƌŝŶŬƐĨŽƌǇŽƵĂŶĚǇŽƵƌĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͘
WůĞĂƐĞǀŝĞǁŽƵƌŶĞǁǁĞďƐŝƚĞĂƚ͗

ǁǁǁ͘ůŝƚƚůĞďŽƌƌŽǁĞƌƐƉůĂǇƚŝŵĞ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ
ǁĂƌŵǁĞůĐŽŵĞĂǁĂŝƚƐ͘

/ŵĂŐĞďǇ^ƵƐĂŶ,ĂƌǁŽŽĚ





Saturday 16 April - Monday 18 April 2022
Open 10am - 4.30pm


KǀĞƌϭϱϬŽƌŝŐŝŶĂůǁŽƌŬƐŽĨĂƌƚŝŶĂůůŵĞĚŝĂ
ĂŶĚŐƌĞĞƚŝŶŐƐĐĂƌĚƐĨŽƌƐĂůĞ

WůĞĂƐĞĐŽŵĞĂŶĚƐƵƉƉŽƌƚůŽĐĂůĂƌƚŝƐƚƐͲĚŵŝƐƐŝŽŶĨƌĞĞ
ƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌĂƌƚ͘ĐŽŵĂŶĚǀŝƐŝƚŽƵƌ&ĂĐĞďŽŽŬƉĂŐĞ


A S P RI N G OP ERA
GALA

d,>dKEyWZ/E

A light-hearted programme of popular opera, operetta and
musical theatre. Also joined by a local string ensemble led by
musical director, Ian Riley.

SATURDAY 19th MARCH
7:00 @ TOWCESTER TOWN HALL
86 WATLING STREET, NN12 6BS

dZ/hdE/',dddKt^dZD/>>ZtZz͊

/ĨǇŽƵΖƌĞůŽŽŬŝŶŐĨŽƌĂĨƵŶŶŝŐŚƚŽƵƚĂƚƚŚĞĞŶĚŽĨDĂƌĐŚ͕ƚŚĞŶ
ƚŚĞDŝůůΖƐůƚŽŶ:ŽŚŶƚƌŝďƵƚĞŶŝŐŚƚĐŽƵůĚďĞũƵƐƚƚŚĞƚŚŝŶŐ͊
dŚĞ ůƚŽŶ ǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ ŝƐ ŽŶĞ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ h<ΖƐ ƚŽƉ ƵŶŝƋƵĞ ƚƌŝďƵƚĞ
ĂƌƚŝƐƚƐ ǁŚŽ ŚĂƐ ŽǀĞƌϮϱ years’ experienceƉĞƌĨŽƌŵŝŶŐ ĂǁĂƌĚͲ
ǁŝŶŶŝŶŐƌĞŶĚŝƚŝŽŶƐŽĨƚŚĞŽŶĞͲĂŶĚͲŽŶůǇ^ŝƌůƚŽŶ:ŽŚŶΖƐŐƌĞĂƚĞƐƚ
ŚŝƚƐ͘'ƌĞĂƚŶŝŐŚƚŽƵƚĨŽƌŐƌŽƵƉƐŽĨĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ͕ĨŽƌĨĂŶƐǇŽƵŶŐĂŶĚ
ŽůĚ͕ŽƌĞǀĞŶĂDŽƚŚĞƌΖƐĂǇƚƌĞĂƚ͊&ŽƌŵŽƌĞĚĞƚĂŝůƐŽĨƚŚŝƐĞǀĞŶƚ
ĂŶĚ ŽƚŚĞƌƐ Ăƚ ƚŚĞ Dŝůů ƚŚŝƐ ŵŽŶƚŚ ƚŚĞŶ ŐŽ ŽŶůŝŶĞ
ǁǁǁ͘ƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌŵŝůůďƌĞǁĞƌǇ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬŽƌ&ĂĐĞďŽŽŬƉĂŐĞ͘

Adult - £12

£10 advanced booking

Under 18s - Free

Tickets available online, at the door, or by calling
07817 609223
www.polarisopera.com
polarisopera@gmail.com
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The Towcester Story
© Paula Glynn
The name Towcester to come from
The Roman name Lactodorum
Located on Watling Street
Known today to be the A5
Where the town is full of people
Living their busy lives
As they mostly work nine to five
From shops to cafés
And hairdressers to a library
Churches, bridal shops,
Car mechanics, newsagents
And many other establishments.
Towcester featured in The Pickwick Papers
The novel by Charles Dickens
The character Mr Pickwick stopping by town
For Towcester has stood the test of time
Where history is remembered
And even celebrated
For time does go by
But Towcester lives in The Pickwick Papers:
A novel never forgotten by time.
And the local racecourse hosting
Many national horseracing events
Money by the public to be well spent
For the racecourse was where everyone went
Entertainment and betting money
Worth every penny spent.
And Towcester being the frontier
Between the kingdom of Wessex
And the Danelaw,
Towcester 10 miles southwest
Northampton nearby this distance
Making living in Towcester
A place where other areas
Are easy to access
For Oxford is 20 miles away
Roads to be M40 Motorway
And the A34 road
To make travelling easier
Than other places to go through
Towcester to be central
In the midlands of Britain
No matter where you want to go.
Population of Towcester to grow and grow
The 1961 Census telling of 2,743
The 2011 Census 9,252
The numbers too have shown

That Towcester has grown
Beyond wildest means
For employment has increased
And expansion has not ceased
For even properties have been built
And expansion will never cease
This town in central Northamptonshire
Wonders to never cease
Work opportunities to boom
And life doesn't loom
For it is lived and celebrated
No matter tourist or townsperson
Or even celebrity visits.
Towcester Town Council
To do all the town's work
South Northamptonshire Council
Keeping the townspeople
Paying their taxes and having free services
Libraries and clubs to be popular
And keep the town booming
Towcester exploding with popularity
For people come far and wide
To see all the sights
That Towcester brings
People to wear their bling
From jewellery shops:
That type of thing.
And to see the Brooke,
The recreation park
The old Roman buildings
The churches, the schools
The shops so full of jewellery
Clothing, trinkets,
The charity shops also famous for this
And shops full of paraphernalia,
Is a wonderful thing
For Towcester is a town
That carries on with tourism
And also welcomes strangers to live
Bus rides to where everyone lives.
And the St Lawrence C of E Church
To have a 12th century
Norman transitional ground plan and
foundation
Likely laid over a Saxon 10th century stone
building
Its ecclesiastical heritage
Probably - although not proved -
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To relate back to Roman times
As St Lawrence was patron saint
Of the Roman legions
The building constructed in 1480 - 1485
In perpendicular style
Work to make people
Travel mile after mile
To attend the church
No matter where in town.
During the Second World War
Towcester received many evacuees
From busy, bombed out London
The government feeling
The town far away enough
From major settlements
That could be a target
So Towcester used to escape major aerial
attacks
But was brutally bombed
By a plane that dropped
Two bombs on nearby Rugby,
A few months later
The German plane dropping eight bombs
During a "drop and run" attack
The town to be rebuilt
Although time never to go back
To those important buildings lost.
But Towcester lives on
With its schools and bus services
Its whole amenities and
Just beautiful surrounding countryside
Northamptonshire people
To travel to from far and wide
Towcester with its farmland
And its Roman architecture
A town to carry on with life
And everyone celebrates
A town that is full of life,
And full of history and allure
Everyone accepted:
Even those lesser or poor,
The town always nice with its ways.
First published 2020
Thank you to Paula for submitting this poem.
Read more of Paula’s poetry at
https://www.poemhunter.com/poem/thetowcester-story/

POTTERSPURY PONDER
Distance:

4.7 miles

Surface:

Varied

Difficulty:

Moderate

Dog Friendly:

Small dogs
only (stiles)

Approx time:

2h 10m

Approx Steps:

9,920

Northamptonshire offers a surprising
variety of landscapes from the rolling
hills in the north, to the scenic vistas
and amazing woodlands in the south.
If you add the Grand Union Canal
with its many towpaths and quaint little villages,
that are secreted in history, it is no wonder that they
call this county the “Hidden Cotswolds”.
The walk starts at Potterspury Sports and Social
Club (NN12 7PJ).
For the exact location go to: what3words.com/
young.easily.jungle and then click to navigate
via Google Maps.

Download this walk, complete with turn-by-turn photos
at: www.adventuregeek.co.uk/ag56

THE ROUTE
From the car park, turn right and head across the field.
Make your way over the little wooden bridge and turn
left. You will now follow the footpath that eventually
leads you towards the woods in the distance. There are
now a few stiles to cross (not dog friendly) before
emerging onto the country road. Turn right and take a
short stroll up the hill before turning left following the
green footpath sign labeled “Grafton Way”. As you cross
the field at an 11 o’clock angle, note that there is
rumoured to be an old castle with a moat to your left
(which is no longer visible). We now have a few more
stiles to cross and fields to walk alongside (keeping the
hedge to your right at all times). Eventually you will
emerge at a caravan storage place. Here, turn right,
then go through the kissing gate and continue to follow
the Grafton Way signpost. You are now looking for the
Queens Oak Tree in the middle of the field. The tree is
now protected but it was the site of the first meeting
between Elizabeth Woodville and her future husband
Edward IV. Cross the stile and say hello to the friendly
horses. Work your way down the hill towards the stream
at the bottom (NB this section can get muddy). Turning
right and keeping the stream to your left, follow the
footpath for a number of fields (counting four gates).
Then turn right and head back up the hill. You will pass
a lake and end up with a water tower to your right. At
the road junction, turn right then immediately left
following the footpath signs. You will cross a few more
fields and go through some kissing gates before arriving
at a play park. The footpath is just to the left of the big
building - follow the footpath that leads you back to
Potterspury. (Photo turn-by-turn instructions and GPX
files are available in the map download).

PHOTO CHALLENGE
For each Adventure Geek walk we challenge you to take
a photo and upload to Facebook, Twitter or Instagram
using the hashtag #AGPhotoChallenge
Your challenge, should you choose to accept it is to
photograph a mini crazy golf course, The Queens Oak
and to find two geocaches.
Check out our latest guided walks:
https://adventuregeek.co.uk/events

Download more self-guided walks:
https://www.adventuregeek.co.uk/walks-to-download

Contact: Julia Doherty – 07855 522027
or email julia@adventuregeek.co.uk for more information.
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NEW BRANCH NOW OPEN

FOR ALL YOUR
PLUMBING &
HEATING NEEDS
FREE DELIVERY SERVICE
THOUSANDS OF PLUMBING,
HEATING & BATHROOM
PRODUCTS IN STOCK
TRADE & RETAIL WELCOME

A5
3
A4

R

TE

S
CE

N
S

S
PA
BY

Towcester Plumbing
Units 1-3, Building 5
Bell Plantation
Watling Street
Towcester
NN12 6GX
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t: 01327 224600
johnnichollstrade.co.uk
sales@johnnicholls.co.uk
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Opening Hours
Monday - Friday 7:30am - 5:00pm
Saturday 8:00am - 12noon
Sunday Closed

WHERE
GIRLS
THRIVE

WHOLE SCHOOL
OPEN MORNINGS
Saturday 5th March
Saturday 8th October
10:00am
To register please contact
our Admissions Team
on 01280 812610 or email
admissions@thorntoncollege.com

THE ONLY INDEPENDENT
DAY & BOARDING SCHOOL
FOR GIRLS IN THE AREA

Pre-Prep/Prep/Senior/Sixth Form

Set in 25 acres of beautiful countryside located
on the Bucks/Northants border, only 15 minutes
from Milton Keynes city centre. A school with
strong values, where girls of all faiths, or none,
are welcome.
We offer exceptional teaching and small class
sizes, outstanding pastoral care and a nurturing
home environment for boarding students, where
weekly, termly and flexi options are available.

For girls ages 3 to 18 years old.

THORNTONCOLLEGE.COM
Thornton College,Thornton, Buckinghamshire, MK17 0HJ

EDQB
Thornton College exists to provide quality education. Registered charity no. 247358
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