
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

MONDAY, 9  TH   SEPTEMBER 2013  

The Town Mayor, Cllr Lynch, along with representatives from The Rotary Club of Towcester, Towcester & 
District Lions Club and Towcester Centurions presented cheques to the value of £1,000 each to Midsummer 
Music’s nominated charities:-

Towcester Foodbank
The Warwickshire & Northamptonshire Air Ambulance
The Talbot Butler Ward of Northampton General Hospital

Cllr Lynch welcomed Cllr Sharon McMurray to her first council meeting.

Present: Cllr J. Lynch (Chair), Cllr J. Green, Cllr J. Hart, Cllr N. Holder, Cllr M. Johns, Cllr D. Linney,
Cllr C. Lofts, Cllr J. Lovell, Cllr A. Maycock, Cllr S. McMurray, Cllr D. Tarbun

1. Apologies for Absence

Cllr D. Bain, Cllr M. Caseman-Jones, Cllr J. Godwin, Cllr L. Samiotis

2. Declarations of Interest

None

3. Open to the Public

Former Town Mayor, Charlie Stanger, was in attendance to thank Cllr Linney, at his last council meeting, for 
all the fantastic work he has done for the town.
Gavin Moore, Reporter for the Towcester & Brackley Advertiser, confirmed that this would be the last 
council meeting he covers as he has taken up the position of Communications Officer at South Northants 
Council.

4. Town Mayor’s Items

Cllr Lynch gave details of events he has recently attended:-
16.07 Nicholas Hawksmoor Primary School Gala Evening Concert
18.07 University of Northampton Graduation Ceremony
27.07 Tea with the High Sheriff of Northamptonshire
05.09 Open Studios Art Exhibition at Towcester Museum

Cllr Lynch said this evening the council will be saying goodbye to Cllr David Linney, who is moving out of 
Towcester after many years in the town.  Cllr Linney has been Town Mayor on 4 occasions and has made a 
significant contribution to the town in his roles as Town Councillor and Church Warden and also through his 
work with the Towcester Youth Coffee Shop.
Cllr Linney thanked members of the council, past and present, and also the Town Clerk and Deputy Clerk for 
their support throughout the year.

Cllr Lynch was sad to report the death of former Town Councillor and Town Mayor, Stanley Watson.  For 
those wishing to attend, his funeral will take place at 1.30pm on Thursday, 19th September at St Michaels 
Church, Bradden.   

5. Report back from:-

Cllr C. Lofts, Northamptonshire County Council
Cllr Lofts said it has been a busy time in Towcester with the start of works to install the new street lights.  He 
said most residents welcome the new lights, which give better coverage and also dim at 1am reducing the 
amount of power used by 23-30%.  Some residents are not happy with the location of some lights.  Cllr Lofts 



advised that NCC is only responsible for lighting the highway; footpaths/pavements are not being lit as a 
matter of course.  He has taken up this issue with SNC.  He said that complaints with regards to the lighting 
should continue to be passed onto him.

b) Cllr A. Wilby, South Northants Council
Cllr Wilby advised that a great deal of his time has been spent dealing with issues relating to the proposal for a 
new Care Home on Water Lane.  He said SNC Planning Officers consider the traffic study, submitted by the 
applicant, misses the point.  He said that previously SNC Officers had recommended the application for 
approval but their position has switched to neutral as they have been unable to get answers from the 
developer.  Cllr Wilby said it will be some time before the application comes back to SNC Planning 
Committee.
Cllr Wilby confirmed that SNC is at the point of signing contracts with the micro brewery to take over the 
Mill.  He said Roman remains, discovered by the county archaeologist during the Moat Lane excavations, are 
of no significant interest in a national historic sense but are important to Towcester.  Advice will be sought 
from experts in this field on how the remains should be preserved as they are susceptible to decay now they 
have been uncovered.
Cllr Lynch said that, in his view, any archaeological finds should be relocated to the new civic building where 
they can be viewed by the public free of charge.  This will strengthen the link between old and new elements 
in the town.

Cllr M. Johns, South Northants Council
Cllr Johns advised there is a lot of activity relating to the southern extension concerning S106 but discussions 
remain confidential at this stage.
The reference group of SNC Councillors looking at the design of the civic building have made a number of 
proposals for changes.  Cllr Johns said most suggestions come down to a matter of personal taste and 
judgement.  Cllr Johns is doubtful the end result will be the iconic building originally proposed.  Cllr Johns 
agreed that the archaeological finds are of significant value to the town and said that SNC will do all it can to 
ensure their long-term preservation.  Cllr Lynch suggested the TC write to SNC to request that it endeavours 
to preserve the roman remains discovered during the Moat Lane excavations.  Members agreed with this 
suggestion.

6. Minutes of Meetings

Resources / Planning Committee 8th July 2013
Town Council 8th July 2013
Recreation/Leisure Committee 15th July 2013
Resources/Planning Committee 22nd July 2013

Proposal
Cllr Linney proposed that the Minutes of Meetings for July 2013 be signed by the Chair as a true record;
seconded by Cllr Holder; all in favour

7. Matters Arising from the Minutes

Minute Page 13/07/103
Cllr Lynch confirmed that the meeting to discuss items within the Towcester Masterplan has been rescheduled 
to Monday, 30th September.  Anyone who wishes to attend, and does not have a copy of the Masterplan, can 
obtain one from the Clerk.
Minute Page 13/07/105
The Clerk confirmed details of the cheque number missing from the last Cheques Issued List as follows:-
Cheque No. - 010401
Payee – Cartwright Landscapes
Amount Paid - £3612.82 (+ VAT £722.56)

8. Report back from the Chair of the:-



Resources/Planning Committee
Cllr Hart referred to the committee’s discussions on the transport study submitted to support the application 
for a new care home in Water Lane.  The TC will respond with the view that the study does not support the 
determination that there is adequate parking for the 3-shift system planned for the staff.
Town Hall Committee
It was agreed at a previous meeting that the Rotary Club would be permitted to use part of the Town Hall 
basement for storage provided the club cleared the area to be used first.  The Clerk confirmed that one large 
section of the basement was cleared by the Rotary Club; she has also spoken with a representative of the 
Museum Group to sort out their stored items.  The area used by Bartram & Co. still needs to be addressed, 
after which works can be undertaken to replace the basement fans to improve ventilation.
Recreation/Leisure Committee
The Clerk reported on a number of incidents of vandalism and ongoing problems with the skateboard park 
lighting.  The Community Centre roof works have been completed.  The contractor for Redrow Homes has 
agreed to follow up problems with the surface of the bridge at Belle Baulk.  There have been further delays 
with transfer of the open areas on The Shires but progress has now resumed.
Cemetery Committee
Cllr Maycock confirmed that the de-watering works at Brackley Road Cemetery commenced today.  The 
contractors have bored holes to a depth of 6-7 metres but the ground is still clay.  The intention now is to fill 
the holes with aggregate and test the drainage.  Cllr Maycock said it is not clear whether the works carried 
out will be successful.
Cllr Maycock reported on an accident today at the Cemetery where a car has crossed the grass verge and hit 
the pillar and railings causing substantial damage.  Safety barriers have been installed around the pillar whilst 
the necessary repairs are assessed.  The Clerk will contact the police to report the incident tomorrow but is 
not certain at this stage whether the pillar and railings are covered on the TC insurance.

Tenders for the Mowing / Maintenance of Brackley Road Cemetery
Details of the quotations submitted for the mowing/maintenance contract were forwarded to all members 
prior to the meeting.  The Cemetery Committee put forward a recommendation to Full Council that the 
tender be awarded to J R Murray Construction Ltd.  J. R. Murray Construction Ltd currently carries out 
mowing on The Shires on behalf of Persimmon Homes and weekly play inspections for the TC.  The contract 
will be for 1 year commencing from the 2014 mowing season.  Ben Mitchell’s last week will be w/c 7th 

October.

Proposal
Cllr Maycock proposed that the TC proceed with a 1 year contract for the mowing and maintenance of 
Brackley Road Cemetery with J. R. Murray Construction Ltd;
seconded by Cllr Hart; 9 votes in favour; 1 abstention

9. Report back from Local Bodies

Cllr Linney confirmed the new Chair of the Trustees for the Towcester Youth Coffee Shop is Miss Charlie 
Fagan.
Cllr Lofts advised that Towcester Foodbank has been given notice to leave its premises at the Riverside 
Centre as NCC requires this part of the building for its own use.  The Foodbank is therefore seeking new 
premises within the town.  Cllr Lofts confirmed the Community Safety Partnership is looking for volunteers to 
deliver its new fridge magnets (detailing emergency contact numbers) in Towcester.
Cllr Holder confirmed the Tove Wetland Pocket Park project is progressing well.  NCC Pocket Parks Office, 
Rose Little, has now left her post but had secured all funding.
Cllr Johns reported that August has been the busiest month since the opening of Towcester Museum.  He said 
a more scientific survey is planned to establish the precise number of visitors.  The Museum will be joining 
with Towcester and District Local History Society and Towcester Library to plan events marking the 
anniversary of the beginning of World War 1.
Cllr Hart confirmed the window boxes and flags organised by Towcester Business Club, in conjunction with 
the TC, will be taken down week commencing 30th September.  
Cllr Allen confirmed that Northant C.A.L.C. will be reducing from board of 16 to a board of 8 later this year.



10. Crime & Anti-Social Behaviour in the Town Centre
To consider options for the provision of CCTV for the town centre

Cllr Lynch confirmed that a meeting with town centre traders and representatives from the Police followed a 
spate of burglaries in the town centre.  SNC were invited to participate but declined.  The meeting resulted in 
the traders proposing that options for CCTV in the town centre be investigated.  Daventry TC has taken 
recently over the operation of CCTV from Daventry DC.  If Towcester decided to proceed, its cameras could 
also be operated from the Daventry control room.  The cost of installing 6 cameras would be in the region of 
£30-£35,000 with ongoing operational costs of £26,000 per annum.  The Clerk and Cllr Lynch will be 
attending a meeting with Calvin Bell of SNC on 30th September to discuss the Town Centre Fund and could 
raise the possibility of utilising this towards the provision of CCTV.  Cllr Lynch gave details of recommended 
locations for the 6 cameras and also noted to the implications regarding data protection.  He referred to 
correspondence received from the Manager of the RSPCA shop in Sponne Arcade which raises grave 
concerns over the level of crime in the town centre and give detail of the incidences that have affected her 
store, in particular.  Cllr Lynch said these concerns must be given due consideration.
Cllr Hart queried the suggestion of a CCTV camera on the A43 Tesco roundabout.  Cllr Lynch said the Police 
have suggested this would be a very strategic location but added that the definite position of cameras could be 
decided once an agreement in principle has been reached.  Cllr Hart said she is also concerned that demands 
will be made for CCTV in additional areas which would see the costs spiral.
Cllr Johns questioned whether the TC would be permitted in install CCTV cameras in locations such as 
Sponne Arcade which is in private ownership.  He said a lot more information would be needed, including 
details on how the costs would be met, before the TC can commit itself.
Cllr Green asked how long Daventry has operated its CCTV system and what impact this has had on crime 
levels.
Cllr McMurray serves as a Magistrate and agreed that evidence from CCTV is of benefit in making a conviction 
if the quality is good.
Cllr Lofts thanked Cllr Lynch for all his hard work in bringing this item forward; he knows the traders feel 
they have not received adequate support from the Police.  He considers the TC should be involving other 
organisations in the issue of community safety and cannot become solely responsible.  The Clerk said 
confirmed Towcester JAG and the Community Safety Partnership had supported the proposal for CCTV in 
the town centre.

11. The Highways Agency
A5 Trunk Road, Watling Street; Prohibition of Waiting

A copy of the correspondence from the Highways Agency was forwarded to all members prior to the 
meeting.  The Clerk has responded by re-iterating the TC objections to proposals to change the parking 
arrangements on the Market Square.  These objections, and those from a number of town centre traders, will 
go forward to the Secretary of State.  Cllr Lynch confirmed he has read the air quality report and does not 
fully understand the contents, particularly the formula applied to determine the projected reduction in the 
levels of pollution.  He has asked Julie Ewers, Environmental Officer at SNC, to contact him to go through 
various elements in the report.

12. South Northamptonshire Council
Grants at South Northamptonshire Council: New Homes Bonus

Correspondence from SNC confirms there is currently £3,568.00 in the New Homes Bonus Fund for 
Towcester.  The correspondence includes guidance notes for applications to the fund.  It was agreed to defer 
this item to the next meeting of the RP Committee.

13. Town Council Website

The Clerk confirmed that several telephone meetings have been held with the new website provider, 
2commune.  A lot of work has been undertaken by the Deputy Clerk to transfer information across from the 
old site.  The ‘go live’ date is currently scheduled for October.  Prior to this the website link will be forwarded 
to all members for feedback.



14. Correspondence

a) South Northants Homes
Correspondence from South Northants Homes details its Charitable Donations 5th Birthday Wards.  The 
scheme invites past recipients of charitable donations from SNH to apply for one of 5 ‘Special 5th Birthday 
£1,000 Awards’.  More information is available from the Clerk.
b) N.C.A.L.C. Update
A copy of the Northants C.A.L.C. Update for July/August 2013 is available from the Clerk.
c) St Lawrence Flower Festival
The Clerk confirmed receipt of the invoice for £30.00 from Rona Cambray for preparing the TC entry into 
the 2013 Flower Festival which took place in August.
d) Towcester Youth Coffee Shop – Request for Funding
The funding request from Dee Fagan on behalf of Towcester Youth Coffee Shop was deferred to the next RP 
Committee Meeting on 23rd September.


