
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

MONDAY, 10  TH   JUNE 2013  

Present: Cllr J. Lynch (Chair), Cllr P. Allen, Cllr J. Godwin, Cllr J. Green, Cllr J. Hart, Cllr N. Holder,
Cllr M. Johns, Cllr D. Linney, Cllr C. Lofts, Cllr J. Lovell, Cllr A. Maycock, Cllr L. Samiotis,
Cllr D. Tarbun

Cllr A. Wilby – SNC

1. Apologies for Absence

Cllr D. Bain, Cllr M. Caseman-Jones

2. Declarations of Interest

None

3. Open to the Public

No members of the public were present.

4. Town Mayor’s Items

Cllr Lynch gave details of events he has recently attended:-

24.05 The Town Mayor of Buckingham’s Reception
03.06 Unveiling of the Queen Elizabeth II commemorative stone marking the 60th Anniversary of the 
           Coronation

5. Report back from:-

Cllr C. Lofts, Northamptonshire County Council
Cllr Lofts confirmed that NCC is giving a briefing on 13th June regarding street lighting.  He will report back on 
any updates relating to Towcester.  The street lights in Towcester are scheduled to be replaced later this year.
On 11th June, NCC Cabinet will be looking at a review of the Northamptonshire Enterprise Partnership, 
suggesting it refocuses its activity to concentrate on high performance / logistics and drops food and tourism. 
The organisation also needs to appoint a new Chief Executive as the post is currently vacant. Cllr Lofts will 
report back on the outcome of Cabinet discussions but said he is concerned as NCC no longer delivers any 
support for Tourism.  

Cllr Wilby, South Northamptonshire Council
Cllr Wilby referred to the application for a new care home on Water Lane and confirmed SNC Planning 
Committee had deferred its decision pending further information from its Officers.  He said Officers are 
recommending approval for the application.  He will be benchmarking their findings against his own research 
on what is required for similar sized care homes.
Progress on the Moat Lane development continues; the target date for completion is still November 2014. 
Though this will be a challenge, there is a team assembled to keep the development to target. 
Cllr Wilby confirmed he has been campaigning for SNC strategic planners to put together a brief for the areas 
of Richmond Road / Islington Road for consultation.  He fears these locations in the town are at risk from 
piecemeal development.   

Cllr Allen asked whether the care home is a speculative scheme for which the developer will seek an operator 
afterwards.  He said any operator will recognise the issues raised and questioned what would happen with the 
building if there is no interest.  Cllr Wilby said he is confident the developer would not build without an 
operator already in place.



Cllr Samiotis asked Cllr Wilby for his thoughts on what should happen with Richmond Road / Islington Road. 
Cllr Wilby confirmed he has no clear thoughts but would like to see some collective wisdom on these areas.
Cllr Lynch said the TC needs to put forward its own suggestions for these areas early on otherwise it will just 
be criticising other’s ideas.  This item should be placed on the agenda for further discussion.

Cllr M. Johns, South Northamptonshire Council
Cllr Johns confirmed his membership of SNC Scrutiny Committee.  It is currently looking into issued of 
housing and homelessness which will take 6 – 9 months.  It is also considering the Highways Agency’s response 
to improvements to the A43 roundabouts.  He said some joined-up thinking is needed for the works to be 
cost effective and avoid unnecessary use of the S106 funds from the southern extension.

6. Minutes of Meetings

Resources/Planning Committee 20th May 2013
Town Council Meeting 20th May 2013
Cemetery Site Meeting 3rd June 2013

Proposal
Cllr Linney proposed that the Minutes of Meetings be signed by the Chair as a true record;
seconded by Cllr Lovell; 12 votes in favour; 1 abstention

7. Matters Arising from the Minutes

Minute Page  13/05/069
The Clerk confirmed that all the results from the VAS installed on Northampton Road are back and will be 
forwarded to all members of the RL Committee prior to next week’s meeting.
Cllr Lynch referred to the recent meeting with the Chief Executive of SNC. Sue Smith, which he attending 
with the Clerk.  At the meeting, questions were raised on the following issues:-
- Towcester Masterplan
- The Town Council’s role in S106
- The future of buildings, i.e. the Magistrates Courts, Towcester Library and the Registrars Office
- The Town Centre Fund 
- The accessibility of public toilets in the new civic building in Moat Lane
- The New Homes Bonus and whether the TC have a say in how this is allocated
Cllr Lynch confirmed the TC is awaiting a written response to the issues raised.  This will be followed up if it is 
not received shortly.
Minute Page 13/05/071
The Clerk confirmed she has forwarded the TC response to consultations on the New Homes Bonus and 
alterations to parking arrangements on the Market Square.

8. Report back from the Chair of the:-

Resources/Planning Committee
Cllr Hart confirmed she had spoken on behalf of the TC at the SNC Planning Committee Meeting at which 
application for a new care home on Water Lane was to be decided.  The decision was deferred for SNC 
Planning Officers to obtain further information on outstanding issues. 
At this evening’s meeting, the committee voted to support the application for the expansion of Bell Plantation.
Town Hall Committee
Cllr Hart had nothing to report.
Recreation/Leisure Committee
Cllr Johns had nothing to report.  The Clerk confirmed she is currently spending a great deal of time following 
up problems with mowing and overgrown trees.
Cemetery Committee Meeting
Cllr Maycock attending a site meeting today with the Clerk, Cllr Lynch and Surveyor, Paul Brown, to discuss 
the flood alleviation works for the new burial area at Brackley Road Cemetery.  It was agreed that a second 
site meeting will be arranged with the contractor to establish how the works can be carried out without 



causing any damage to the site.
Allotment Working Group
The Clerk confirmed there is currently 1 vacant plot at the Malthouse Court site.  Two plots have been 
reported for non-cultivation; an inspection will be carried out of these next week.

9. Casual Vacancy for Mill Ward

Copies of the letter of application from Mr Barry Owens and Mrs Sharon McMurray for the casual vacancy on 
Mill Ward were forwarded to all TC members prior to the meeting.   A voting slip bearing the 2 candidate’s 
names was handed out to each member.  Members were asked to place a cross next to 1 name, following 
which, the voting slips were collected in.
The Clerk confirmed the successful candidate as Mrs Sharon McMurray (13 votes).

10. Report back from Local Bodies

Cllr Hart confirmed that, since the last meeting, the window boxes and flags have been put up in the town 
centre.
Cllr Allen reported on changes at N.A.L.C.  In the past it has held an AGM plus a member’s conference.  It is 
considering replacing the member’s conference with area forums and will be holding a pilot forum in the 
coming weeks for local authority members to interact with one another.  Cllr Allen will advise on the 
outcome.
Cllr Holder confirmed the Tove Wetland Pocket Park had recently held an activity and information day.  He 
will present the TWPP Committee’s management plan to the RL Committee at its meeting on 17th June.
Cllr Linney confirmed that a reorganisation of the Towcester Youth Coffee Shop is being undertaken in 
readiness for its re-opening.  He will be resigning from his role as Trustee in August 2013.
Cllr Samiotis referred to her recent meeting with Towcester Junior Football Club.  She said the club plays a 
number of its matches on pitches outside of Towcester as the TC will not mark out the pitches on the 
Recreation Ground.  The Clerk confirmed she is in regular contact with the Chair of the Football Club and the 
TC has never been asked to mark out the pitches.  Cllr Allen suggested the Football Club uses the pitches in 
rotation to preserve them otherwise they would not meet F.A. standards.  Cllr Lynch said the Football Club 
should contact the TC directly with any problems.

11. South Northamptonshire Council
Changes to Waste & Recycling Services in South Northamptonshire

Cllr Lynch referred to correspondence from SNC confirming the changes to waste and recycling collections in 
the district.  This item had been discussed at the last TC Meeting in May.  The information was noted.

12. Northamptonshire Highways
Annual Parking Restriction Review 2012/13 – South Northants

Correspondence from Northamptonshire Highways confirms the outcome of its Annual Parking Restriction 
Review 2012/13.  As a result of its review it proposes to implement a ‘no waiting at any time’ restriction 
(double yellow lines) for the length of 1 car on Brackley Road 9outside of the Premier Store at the junction 
with Pomfret Road).  Any feedback the TC has on the proposal must be made in writing by 21st June.  The 
consensus of members favoured the proposals.  Cllr Lofts confirmed he has raised with Highways the problem 
of vehicles parking on the pavement at the top of Park Street.

13. Correspondence

N.C.A.L.C. Update
The latest issue of the N.C.A.L.C. Update included details of forthcoming courses.  Cllr Lynch and the Clerk’s 
Assistant, Liz, will be attending the 2-part course on major planning applications being held on 9th & 17th July. 
The course covers a number of relevant issues, i.e. the New Homes Bonus, S106 and CILs.  Members 
interested in attending were asked to notify the Clerk as soon as possible.  The Clerk asked Cllr Samiotis to 
check her availability to attend the ‘Off to a Flying Start’ course for new councillors on either 10th July or 11th 

September.  Both Cllr Lovell and Cllr Caseman-Jones have recently attended this course and found it very 



useful.


