
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

MONDAY, 11  TH   FEBRUARY 2013  

Present: Cllr D. Linney (Chair), Cllr P. Allen, Cllr J. Godwin, Cllr J. Hart, Cllr N. Holder, 
Cllr M. Johns, Cllr J. Lynch, Cllr A. Maycock

1. Apologies for Absence

Cllr J. Green, Cllr C. Lofts, Cllr D. Tarbun

2. Declarations of Interest

None

3. Open to the Public

No members of the public were present.

4. Town Mayor’s Items

Cllr Linney gave details of events he has recently attended:-

17.01 N.C.A.L.C Larger Councils Meeting at its Litchborough Offices
27.01 Young Musicians Competition, organised by the Rotary Club of Towcester
31.01 Meeting with Tracey Hirst, Brand Manager for Volkswagen regarding local sponsorship opportunities
01.02 Finals of the Anti-bullying Song Writing Competition at Northampton School for Girls
03.02 Last Night of the Proms Concert at Whittlebury Hall, organised by the Rotary Club of Towcester

5. Report back from:-

Cllr C. Lofts, Northamptonshire County Council
Cllr Lofts had given his apologies for the meeting and forwarded a report.  He confirms that Towcester is in the 
next block of works to install new street lighting, scheduled between October 2013 and March 2014.  The streets 
will be marked to indicate where the lights will go prior to installation and residents will be contacted for their 
views on the proposed locations.  Approximately two new lights will be installed for every three old lights 
removed.
SNC Cabinet is discussing a policy on how the ‘New Homes Bonus’ will be used across the district.  The scheme 
will then come out for consultation with Town and Parish Councils.  At present, only 30% of the New Homes 
Bonus generated by local development will be set aside for local communities.  Communities will have to bid to 
SNC’s Grants Panel to access the money.  Cllr Lofts said his preference would be that 30% is automatically 
transferred to the Town Council so we can decide how it is spent.  The 30% rule does not apply to the 
developments in Moat Lane and Springfields.  SNC is retaining this fund to complete its new offices.

Cllr M. Johns, South Northamptonshire Council
Cllr Johns also referred to the paper being discussed by SNC Cabinet on the New Homes Bonus.  He said the 
scheme is supposed to identify areas to take new growth.  Town and Parish Councils will have to bid to SNC’s 
Grants Panel to access the 30% fund intended to benefit local communities.  The allocation from the Moat Lane / 
Springfields developments, calculated at £65,000, will be held by SNC as contingency to finish the scheme.  Cllr 
Johns said some areas are taking a lot of development and the New Homes Bonus was supposed to offset the 
downsides.  He is following up issues on the Town Centre Fund.  Lots of money is filtering into this fund and he is 
concerned about how this will be utilised.

Cllr Johns referred to the transfer of open spaces on The Shires.  The Clerk confirmed she has received a request 
from Persimmon Homes to carry out a further site visit but feels this would not be worthwhile until there is some 
progression with the transfer.  She has contacted the solicitor acting for the Hesketh Estate for an update on the 
position.



6. Minutes of Meetings

Resources/Planning Committee 14th January 2013
Town Council Meeting 14th January 2013
Cemetery Committee Meeting 28th January 2013
Resources/Planning Committee 28th January 2013
Town Hall Committee 4th February 2013
Rescreation/Leisure Committee 4th February 2013

Proposal
Cllr Lynch proposed that the Minutes of Meetings for January/February 2013 be signed by the Chair as a true 
record;
seconded by Cllr Johns; all in favour

7. Matters Arising from the Minutes

Minute Page 13/01/004
The Clerk referred to Mr Rackett’s attendance at the last Full Council Meeting concerning works scheduled by 
Anglian Water.  The Clerk has contacted Anglian Water and been assured that all paving slabs removed to carry 
out the works will be re-laid.  In fact, the works have almost been completed and there is no evidence of damage 
to the pavements.
Minute Page 13/01/005
The Clerk and Cllr Lynch attended the meeting of Road JAG held on 6th February.  Documents from the meeting 
were distributed which confirm speeding concerns being monitored at Brackley Road and Northampton Road in 
Towcester have been discharged.
Steve Barber of Highways demonstrated the VAS signs at the meeting.  The Clerk and Cllr Lynch were concerned 
the small head sign, which the TC planned to purchase, would not have great impact and favoured the larger sign 
which featured the flashing ‘slow down’ signal and speed limit.  The additional cost for the larger VAS sign will be 
£300.00.  
The Clerk confirmed that it is now sufficient for residents to have a perceived problem with speeding for it to be 
given consideration.  There does not need to be a record of accidents to support it.  
Members agreed that Steve Barber should be invited to the Annual Meeting of the Town on 4th March of the Full 
Council Meeting on 11th March to discuss road safety issues in Towcester.
Minute Page 13/01/005
Cllr Lynch referred to the growing disquiet concerning the Moat Lane / Springfields developments which will be 
exacerbated by the publication of the TC objections in the Brackley & Towcester Advertiser.  The full and detailed 
list of objections will be included in the next issue of the Town Crier.  Cllr Lynch hopes this will get enough 
people in the town to make a fuss as the application will kill the town.  SNC invited Cllr Lynch and Cllr Linney to 
attend a meeting at its offices to have the situation explained.  Cllr Lynch felt it would be more appropriate for 
Cllr Wilby to attend a meeting of the Full Council but, to date, has received no reply to this request.  The next 
Full Council Meeting will be on 11th March prior to discussion of the applications at SNC Planning Committee on 
14th March.

8. Report back from the Chair of the:-

Resources / Planning Committee
Cllr Lynch referred to S106 and future developments.  He said SNC does not pro-actively include the TC in S106 
discussions.  He has received a number of responses from Town Councillors concerning priorities for the town 
and this will be discussed prior to his scheduled meeting with the Chief Executive of SNC.
Town Hall Committee
Cllr Hart confirmed the refurbishment of the Town Hall kitchen has been completed and she is very pleased with 
the results.  
Cllr Hart confirmed the damp area near the boiler room has dried out and hopes that this may have been 
resolved by the recent roof repairs.   
Recreation / Leisure Committee
The Clerk confirmed she has no further information to report on the adoption of open spaces on The Shires.  



Martin Blake has reported back to the WI on the committee’s suggestions for the Jubilee Garden on Sawpitts 
Green.
Cemetery Committee
Cllr Maycock confirmed that works to remove 3 sycamore trees on the Malthouse Court allotment site and tree 
works at the new burial area at Brackley Road Cemetery have been completed.  The tenant of the Cemetery 
Lodge is now out of hospital.  In his absence there was a water leak in from the toilet in the upstairs toilet caused 
by the outside pipe freezing.  The TC contractor has fitted a new ball valve and the bathroom floor will need to be 
replaced.  There ceiling beneath the bathroom is water damaged and the contractor is waiting to see how this 
dries out.
The Clerk thanked Cllr Maycock for his help in dealing with lots of practical problems at the Cemetery.
Allotment Working Group
The Clerk reported that a number of plots have recently become vacant on the Malthouse Court site and these 
will be offered to those at the top of the waiting list.

9. Report back from Local Bodies

Cllr Allen referred to the N.C.A.L.C. meeting on 7th February where the Council Tax Reduction Scheme was again 
a topic for discussion.  He said many town / parish councils had taken the same decision as the TC to accept the 
grant as a windfall and ring fence it for a specific purpose.  No-one knows what will happen beyond the 2013-14 
financial year.
Cllr Allen has today attended a meeting of the Watermeadows Management Group.  He confirmed David Reed 
has submitted a report from the Towcester Wildlife Group which highlights concerns about the management 
regime and specifically grazing.  There were also discussions on the trees on site as another tree has come down 
and been made safe.  The next meeting has been scheduled for May.

On 5th February, Cllr Allen attended a meeting at SNC entitled ‘Air Quality Pre-Meeting’.  The report circulated 
details the completely revised scheme of parking for the Market Square.  This will see the number of spaces 
reduced from 28 to 14 including 3 disabled spaces which will be kerbside.  It also proposes to reduce the waiting 
period from 2 hours to 30 minutes to include all parking on the High Street.  Cllr Allen asked at the meeting what 
this will do to negate air pollution and was advised that air pollution will be reduced by 45%.  He was also told that 
no consideration had been given to oncoming developments in the town, i.e. Moat Lane as this is a stand-alone 
survey.  SNC has offered to attend a meeting of the TC to explain the proposals.  
Cllr Hart said it is worrying to say most people do not stop more than 30 minutes, what about Dentist or 
Opticians appointments etc.
Cllr Lynch said SNC has been motivated to carry out the survey in the knowledge it will eventually be fined by the 
European Union for not addressing issues with air quality and has received a grant of £100,000.  He does not think 
the predicted 45% reduction in air pollution can be true and said the TC need more information on air pollution 
modelling.
Cllr Johns agreed with the comments of Cllr Lynch.  He said this is not the solution to a real problem; slow 
moving traffic on the A5 is mostly caused by problems on the M1 motorway.  He stressed the importance of local 
businesses being notified about the proposals.

Cllr Johns confirmed Towcester Food Bank issued 97 food parcels between October and December 2012 
benefiting 254 local people, half directly from Towcester town.  These are mostly people with problems caused by 
benefit payment delays, unemployment and sickness.  The Food Bank currently operates from the Riverside 
Resource Centre but has been warned it could be served with notice in April as Riverside operators, Olympus 
Care, may need to look for alternative premises prior to its relocation to Moat Lane.

Cllr Hart referred to her role as co-opted member of SNC Standards Board.  The Standards Board met on 24th 

January to discuss a complaint made against a member of Grange Park Parish Council.  Cllr Hart said the whole 
council need to be trained on how to deal with members of the public.  One Councillor has been asked to 
personally apologise to the member of the public concerned.

Cllr Holder referred to the Tove Wetland Pocket Park.  He confirmed Froglife has put an application for £25,000 
for 2 new ponds and should receive a decision by July.  This does not include decking but it may be possible to 
obtain separate funding for this.



Cllr Linney gave details of forthcoming services at St Lawrence Church.

10. Casual Vacancy for Brook Ward

Confirmation has been received from SNC that the TC can now co-opt to fill the vacancy on Brook Ward which 
follows the resignation of Cllr Yates.  The Clerk referred to correspondence from Cllr Martin Blake which 
tenders his resignation from the TC with immediate effect thus creating a further vacancy on Brook Ward.
Members were disappointed to hear the news of Cllr Blake’s resignation and asked the Clerk to write to thank 
him for his contribution.  
The Clerk referred to Cllr Barbour’s attendance record over the past 2 ½ years.  The Council discussed this issue 
and it was agreed that under the Local Government Act 1972, Section 85 he has failed to attend a meeting for 6 
consecutive months so ceases automatically to be a member of the Town Council. 

11. South Northamptonshire Council
Changes to the recycling scheme for South Northamptonshire

Correspondence from SNC

12. Northamptonshire County Council
Empowering Councillors & Community Scheme

The Clerk confirmed receipt of 2 cheques from Cllr Loft’s Empowering Councillors & Community Scheme in 
respect of his contribution of £250.00 towards Towcester Road Safety Project and £1,500.00 towards the Tove 
Wetland Pocket Park.

13. West Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit
Notice of Submission of the West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy Local Plan

Correspondence from the West Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit confirms the West Northamptonshire 
Joint Core Strategy Local Plan was submitted to the Secretary of State on 31st December for independent public 
examination.  The documents can be viewed or downloaded from www.westnorthamptonshirejpu.org.  The 
documents can also be viewed in local libraries throughout the West Northamptonshire area.  There will be no 
further period of consultation.  All representations received on the Joint Core Strategy will be considered by the 
Inspector.  The Inspector will set a timetable for the examination and details will be made available on the Joint 
Planning Unit’s website.

14. Correspondence
The Link – February 2013 Issue

A copy of the February 2013 issue of The Link is available from the Clerk.

  


