
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

MONDAY, 11  TH   MARCH 2013  

Present: Cllr D. Linney (Chair), Cllr P. Allen, Cllr J. Godwin, Cllr J. Hart, Cllr N. Holder, Cllr M. Johns,
Cllr C. Lofts, Cllr J. Lynch, Cllr A. Maycock, Cllr D. Tarbun

1. Apologies for Absence

Cllr D. Bain, Cllr J. Green, Cllr D. Wardle

2. Declarations of Interest

None

3. Open to the Public

Mr Derek Cook referred to the TC proposals to implement road safety measures in the town.  He said there is 
a problem with vehicles travelling at excess speeds on Northampton Road, which has become a rat run from 
the A43.  There is no footway or routes to cross on the section of Northampton Road above Senna Drive 
which makes it dangerous for residents to cross.  Something needs to be done about this urgently.  He has 
contacted Northamptonshire Police on this issue and found them unhelpful and N.C.C. say it cannot impose a 
30mph speed limit on this road.  He is aware of other areas where signs have been installed to notify motorists 
that they are approaching a 30mph limit and wondered if this could be an alternative.
The Clerk confirmed the Police have carried out speed surveys on Brackley Road and Northampton Road and 
have discharged both areas as they did not perceive them to be a problem.  The TC has proposed to purchase a 
mobile Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS) that will be moved around 6 or 7 locations in the town, which are to be 
decided.
Nick King of Towcester Neighbourhood Watch echoed Mr Cook’s comments with respect to Northampton 
Road.  He said speeding has been the top priority in Towcester for the Police Safer Communities Team for the 
past 3-4 years so it is definitely worth giving this issue due attention.  He said NHW is prepared to help facilitate 
the movement of signs around the town and would like to become part of a working party which will enable the 
scheme. 
Mr Michael Caseman-Jones said he was a police officer for many years and the concerns of Shires residents 
about the volume and speed of vehicles must be addressed.  He does not agree that the Police can do nothing 
about it and suggested the issue could be pursued by writing to the Police & Crime Commissioner.  

4. Road Safety Measures
Presentation from Steve Barber – N.C.C. Road Safety

Steve Barber said he understand resident’s concerns regarding speeding vehicles.  Four years ago N.C.C. started 
a scheme where villages, which perceived they had an issue with speeding, would have a VAS installed for 4 
weeks.  Approximately 60 villages participated in this scheme, however; funding is now limited so N.C.C. now 
operates a self-purchase scheme.  Parish and Town Councils can purchase their own VAS equipment to place on 
the highway if they perceive they have a speeding problem.  Steve circulated details of the equipment available. 
He confirmed the cost of the devices start at £1,000 including the battery and battery charger but can go up to 
£3,000 for a more conspicuous sign.  The TC will need to purchase a Section 50 licence for permission to place 
the sign on the highway.  All of the TC chosen sites can be included on 1 licence and the cost is £200.00.  There 
is also an administration charge payable to N.C.C. of £150.00.  To supply and fit each pole the cost is £120.00. 
Steve will  attend a site visit  with members of the TC to establish whether the areas being considered are 
suitable and carry out a risk assessment accordingly.  The signs can be used on road with 30mph and 40mph 
speed limits.  He will send an introductory letter to the Clerk giving a break down of the costs following which 
he will require a copy of the TC insurance and the completed S50 licence before proceeding.  To be most 
effective,  he recommended the sign remains in situ for  3-4 weeks before being moved to a  new location. 
Statistics show that motorists will reduce their speed by 3-5 mph, although there are exceptions.  Some of the 
devices available contain date gathering equipment which allows its effectiveness to be measured.  Steve agreed 



to put up a VAS on Northampton Road in the next 3 weeks and he will  report back to the Clerk on its 
effectiveness in this location.   

A member of the public asked who decides the locations for the VAS.  She referred to problems with speeding 
on  Buckingham  Way  near  to  the  zebra  crossings  for  Nicholas  Hawksmoor  Primary  School.   The  Clerk 
confirmed the TC will make this decision once the sites put forward have been assessed.
Nick King advised that data from a black box survey carried out in Towcester 4 years ago found that the 
average speed was 4-5 miles above the limit indicating that speeding is not a massive problem.  He said that 
community involvement is needed to demonstrate that speeding will not be tolerated.
Cllr Johns feels the speed limit is too fast on certain roads in Towcester, in particular Buckingham Way.
Cllr Hart said that vehicles parked by parents of NHPS pupils on Buckingham Way are a major problem and the 
school needs to co-operate by ensuring its parents park more sensibly.

5. Town Mayor’s Items

Cllr Linney gave details of events he has recently attended:-
06.03 Introduced  SNC Air  Quality  Briefing  to  members  of  the  Town Council  and  Towcester  Business  

Community
07.03 Meeting with SNC Planning Officers and Architects regarding the Moat Lane / Springfields developments

6. Report back from

Cllr C. Lofts, Northamptonshire County Council
Cllr Lofts was pleased to report that the resurfacing of Marlow Road has taken place.  The contractors will be 
returning to fill and resurface one pothole that was missed at the Marlow Road junction with London Road. 
Cllr Lofts has been approached by members of the public with concerns over the future of Towcester Library 
when it relocates to the civic building in Moat Lane.  Cllr Lofts will be meeting with the Head of the Library 
Service to discuss the future of the service and that of its staff.  He will report back on the outcome at the next 
TC meeting.  Cllr Allen described the current library building as ‘iconic’ and worthy of preserving.  Cllr Godwin 
asked whether it would be possible to apply for the building to become listed.  Cllr Johns said he has raised the 
future of the library building with SNC planners but is yet to receive an answer.  He added the library will 
definitely relocate, if permission is granted for the Moat Lane development at the SNC meeting on 14th March. 
He suggested the TC writes to SNC to express its concern over the future of the library building.  Cllr Lofts 
confirmed that Olympus Care have dropped plans for the Riverside Resource Centre to relocate to the civic 
building.

Cllr M. Johns, South Northamptonshire Council
Cllr Johns referred to the New Homes Bonus Scheme.  The Clerk confirmed she has yet to receive consultation 
documents sent out by SNC which explain how it proposes to operate the scheme.  Cllr Johns confirmed that, 
under the current proposals, the TC can apply for a maximum of 30% of the New Homes Bonus.

7. Minutes of Meeting

Resources / Planning Committee 11th February 2013
Town Council Meeting 11th February 2013
Resources / Planning Committee 25th February 2013

Proposal
Cllr Godwin proposed that the Minutes of Meetings for February be signed by the Chair as a true record;
seconded by Cllr Lofts; all in favour

8. Matters Arising from the Minutes

The Clerk referred to the SNC Air Quality Meeting held at the Town Hall on 6th March 2013.  Proposed 
alterations  to  parking  on  the  Market  Square,  to  improve  air  quality  on  the  A5  will  come  forward  for 
consultation shortly. 
9. Report back from the Chair of the:-



Resources / Planning Committee
Cllr Lynch said the TC has been encouraged by progress on the Persimmon / Bloor application for the southern 
extension, particularly with respect to the allocation of sporting and leisure facilities.
Town Hall Committee
Cllr Hart had nothing to report.
Recreation / Leisure Committee
In the absence of a Chair or Vice-Chair, the Clerk reported that Vision Youth Café continues to have funding 
problems.  The TC is currently allowing them free use of the premises at the Community Centre.  If it is unable 
to secure additional funding by the end of March it will need to reduce its level of services.
The Clerk attended a meeting with the WI and History Society.  A representative of the WI will be attending 
the RL Committee Meeting on 18th March to put forward new proposals for Sawpitts Green.
Cemetery Committee
Cllr Maycock reported on continued problems with flooding in the new burial area at Brackley Road Cemetery. 
The Clerk will report back on the surveyor’s recommendations at the next Cemetery Meeting.
Allotment Working Group
The Clerk confirmed 9 allotments have been allocated to residents on the allotment waiting list in the past few 
weeks.  A further 2 allotments were reclaimed last week as the plots were not being maintained to the required 
standard; these will also be re-allocated.  There remain 50 residents on the waiting list for an allotment plot.

10. Co-option of 3 Casual Vacancies for Brook Ward

Copies of the applications from Lisa Samiotis, Barry Owen, Joanne Lovell and Michael Caseman-Jones for the 3 
vacancies on Brook Ward were forwarded to all TC members for consideration prior to the meeting.  A voting 
slip bearing each of the 4 candidates’ names on was handed out to each member.  Members were asked to place 
a  cross next to the name of their 3 choices,  following which, the voting slips were collected.  The Clerk 
confirmed the successful applicants as Lisa Samiotis, Joanne Lovell and Michael Caseman-Jones.

11. Report back from Local Bodies

Cllr Lofts confirmed the Towcester U3A is regularly having 170 members attend its meetings and will need to 
look for a new venue as the Town Hall cannot accommodate its increasing numbers.

12. Correspondence

a) N.C.C. Webcast Programme
Correspondence  from NCC confirms  the  link  to  access  the  live  webcast  of  a  number  of  the  authority’s 
meetings, including:-
• Full Council
• Cabinet
• Development Control (Planning)
• Northamptonshire Police and Crime Panel
• All Scrutiny Committees
• Health & Wellbeing Board
The webcast link is www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/webcasts.
b) N.C.A.L.C. Training Programme
A copy of  the  N.C.A.L.C.  Training  Programme for  the  period  March  to  June  2013 was  forwarded to  all 
members prior to the meeting.  The Clerk’s Assistant will be attending the New Clerk’s Training Days on 27th 

April and 11th May and the Allotments Training Day on 29th April.  Cllr Maycock was interested in attending the 
Allotments Training Day.  

Members agreed for the meeting to move into Closed Session.


