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Message
from the Mayor
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I write to you in the afterglow of our Midsummer Music weekend
which was a huge success. Despite the questionable weather
conditions the event was very well attended with new acts and old
favourites entertaining the crowds. Thanks are due to the organising
committee, our sponsors, and our performers. The biggest thanks I
reserve for the people of Towcester, who showed again how such
an event can pass without incident in an inclusive and harmonious
manner. We took our small girls for the first time and I can say with
some pride that they will be followers for years to come.
As I settle in to my role of Mayor I come to appreciate the number of
organisations around the Town who work hard to make life a little
better for others. It is my aim to support these organisations as best
I can. In reality our engagement with such organisations is often
viewed at the end of a rattling tin which I concede can seem
wearing at times. I think it important to remember that support can
be expressed by more than simply pounds and pence. Patience
and understanding can also help the cause.
In terms of the Town Council’s focus we continue to finesse and focus
the draft Business Plan for Towcester. This will set a mandate for the
Town Council and will enable the communication and establishment of a
consolidated vision for the Town. For me it is vital that we identify and
progress tangible outputs from the Business Plan. The need is to
transition from words to deeds, which although a challenge in times of
budgetary inertia, can be achieved with the right drive and focus. Clearly
the talent of my fellow councillors will be required to enable such things to
happen. I consider myself fortunate to represent the Council at a time
when we have a balance of experience and new blood within the council.
I’m confident that this dynamic will drive the council to achieve positive
things.
Be it positive or negative I think it imperative that the Council continue to
communicate effectively. We have a duty to explain who we are and what
we do. We need to make it clear what we are responsible for, and, of
equal importance, elements that are outside of our direct control. For
many this distinction is a blurred one and a need exists at all levels to
make it more easily understood.
In order to understand this distinction better it is worth remembering that every Town Council meeting has a
session dedicated to the public to make any contribution they feel appropriate. I would consider it a massive
success if we were able to make this session work more effectively during my time as Mayor. Please
consider this an open invitation to attend.
To conclude, from myself and the Town Council, I’d like to wish you all an enjoyable, safe, and fun filled
summer.
Thanks for listening.
Cllr David Bain
Town Mayor
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TOWCESTER & DISTRICT
LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
It may be summer and the time for holidays and relaxation but for the Local History Society the planning
continues to combine a programme of fascinating speakers with the development of a number of special
projects ranging through planning, archaeology and an anniversary for a very important event in the
history of Towcester.
During the troubled times as England began to emerge from what is popularly called The Dark Ages, the
old Roman Road of Watling Street became a kind of dividing line between the Saxon Kingdom of
Wessex and the Vikings settling to the North and East.
Edward the Elder, king of Wessex after the death of his father Alfred the Great, gave Towcester the
status of a Royal Burgh and over a period rebuilt the town!s defensive wall. In 917 the town was attacked
by a strong Viking force and survived after a fierce battle. It is the 1,000-year anniversary of that
encounter that the Society hopes will be marked by the town as a whole. Discussions have started
already.
Society chairman John Morris says: “Our leading historian Brian Giggins believes that the battle marks
the actual beginnings of the modern town Towcester has become today. We feel the town as a whole
should combine to mark the event and will be happy to contribute. The Town Council is keen to be part
of it and I am sure other local organisations will feel the same.

A SPEAKER PROGRAMME TO LIVEN YOUR AUTUMN
Wednesday 9th September
Sex, Drink and Death in the 17th Century
Tim Healey
An entertaining romp through the pleasures and perils of 17th century life, featuring the house revels,
bawdy ballads, highway robberies, Civil War, fire and plague. Tim Healey is a popular writer and
broadcaster who leads the 17th century costume band the Oxford Waits.
Wednesday 14th October
The Gunpowder Plot – A Midlands Conspiracy
Malcolm Deacon
Popular understanding of the Gunpowder Plot has been moulded by official propaganda and subterfuge.
It is much more than Guy Fawkes and his arrest at the critical moment. Was it all a plot within a plot?
Malcolm Deacon!s illustrated talk traces the fast-moving story from the Plot!s discovery to its hideous
ending, sketching in much of the historical background as well as fleshing out the personalities involved
and their Midlands connections.
Wednesday 14th November
The Mount Alderton – An Update
John Kliene/Derek Batten
It is some years since John and Derek spoke to us about the scheduled ancient monument known as
The Mount, which has an interesting if somewhat speculative history but was certainly a Norman
Ringwork castle at some time in the past. Since their last visit there have been further developments at
the site and these will be the basis for the talk.
Monthly meetings are held at the Riverside Resource Centre in Islington Road, Towcester, at
7.30pm (£2 entrance for non-members). For more information please contact John Morris on
07725 839795 or David Wilcock on 01327 351782.
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Local Fund Raiser Returns from 3,179 Mile Motorcycle Ride
Alex Cooke a resident of Silverstone, long time charity fund raiser
and motor cyclist has just completed a 3,179 mile trip around the
coast of England, Wales and Scotland to raise funds for an
orphanage in Sumatra which is run by his friend and fellow
motorcyclist Jim Davis.
Alex who is a member of the Rotary Club of Towcester averaged
310 miles a day mostly unaccompanied on what was a challenging
and times very wet journey. Money raised by his trip totals
£7,137.17 in sponsorship, all of which will go to support children in
the Sumatra orphanage.
This is not the first fund raising ride undertaken by Alex who can
count trips across part of Russia and a tour above the Arctic Circle
amongst his previous successes.
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Well, the show is rapidly approaching. All your plants should be growing away but unfortunately so are
the weeds. The main task as we move into July and then August is to keep these under control.
Weeds will use up the nutrients that are better used by your fruit, vegetables and flowers. They will also
draw moisture from the soil, which if we do have a dry spell would be much better used by those plants
you want to grow. They are also a good place for pests and diseases to hide and then spread to your
prize specimens. Many weeds are of course from the same families as your vegetables and so the
spread of pest and diseases is very easy.
How you control them is your preference, some are happy to use chemicals others like me prefer a more
organic approach (although I will use some chemicals for those pernicious weeds such as ground elder,
bindweed & couch grass). For pests in the vegetable patch I try and not use chemicals preferring hoeing
to remove weeds that harbour pests and companion planting to distract them from the veg I want to eat. I
also try and encourage insect predators and have a woodpile for this and a small area of nettles. I am
also lucky enough to have a toad living in my compost heap to control the slugs and snails. A small pond
to encourage frogs and toads is a great way to encourage these into the garden
The town show website has all the current information on the show so you can concentrate on which
classes you wish to enter. The cost of entries has changed this year; it is now £3 per family (two adults &
children under 15) and £2 per individual, but the prizes have doubled. You can enter fruit & vegetables,
which must be grown by you (home or allotment), home produce (jams, cakes, wines, etc.) and
handicrafts, and there are separate classes for children.
Details are available either from the Town Hall or the show website, http://www.towcestershow.org.uk. If
you have any questions or suggestions please email TowcesterAllotmentAssociation@gmail.com. There
will also be refreshments available on the day so even if you have not entered anything come down for a
look around, it may inspire you for next year.
I look forward to seeing you on 31st August.
Martin Blake
Chairman
Towcester Allotment and Gardeners Association
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Towcester Wildlife Trust Local Group
The events in May and June were very popular with everyone who attended. Richard Alee took us round
Hazelborough Woods and then talked us through the processes involved in charcoal making. In June Jane
Pearman took us round the whole of the Summer Leys Wildlife Trust site and gave us a fascinating and very
informative insight into what it takes to maintain such a site, both for the benefit of the wildlife and then
ultimately for the ease of viewing such wildlife by the public.

Summer Meeting/Events Programme
Monday 20th July - Outdoor Club Meeting: 7pm, Greens Norton Pocket Park, Bengal Lane
The Pocket Park at Greens Norton, a designated Local Nature Reserve, is a 4.5 acre site with a variety of
habitats - scrub, developing woodland, hedgerows and ponds with a matching variety of wildlife. There is an
abundance of wildflowers and dragonflies. Peter Warden will tell us about the history of the site and the
wildlife as he guides us around the park. For details of where to find the park and how to get there visit:
http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/Leisure/pocket-parks/SNPP/Pages/Greens-Nortonpocket-park.aspx
Donations per adult will be gratefully accepted, children under 16 free.
We don!t meet during August so the next indoor meeting will be at the Towcester Mill on Monday 21st
September.

Watermeadows Management Group

After several postponements a meeting is being arranged during the week commencing 6th July. I look
forward to asking them what is happening regarding the felling and heavy pollarding of the trees next to the
Mill Stream; why they cut all of the wildflowers from Bury Mount just before the Midsummer Music Festival
weekend; when they are going to fix the banks of the Mill Stream; why they have allowed so many cows and
sheep onto the site this year and several other items, which I can hopefully report back to you in the next
issue.

New Bird Watching Group
We have had some excellent visits to sites all along the Nene Valley this year and to Marston Vale, off (J13)
M1 to see lots of waterfowl and the sand martins and other summer visitors.
We will be taking a short break over the height of the summer, so more details in the next issue. If you are
interested in joining us and you want details of the planned programme then please contact me (see below).

St Lawrence Churchyard
We are helping in the development of the Churchyard to improve the site for wildlife. Monthly work parties
take place the first Saturday of every month so if you are interested in what is happening or you want to give a
hand, contact me for full details.

New Equipment for Youth Groups
We have pond dipping and bug sweeping equipment and lots of ID charts for Schools and youth groups to
use.he equipment is available for use now and the charge, (to cover general wear and tear), is £1 per head. In
recent weeks we have undertaken sessions with Scouts, Brownies and Towcester Primary School children
and over the coming weeks we will be taking 6 more classes from Towcester Primary School to the Tove
Wetland Pocket Park.
If you are interested in any of the above, or would like to know any other details about our Local Group then
get in touch with David Reed on 01327 352414 or dreedsfm@sky.com
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The Rotary Club of Towcester
Young Artist Competition
Following close competition with pupils from local primary
schools Leo Mullins from Towcester C.E. Primary School was
awarded first place in the local final of the Young Artist
Competition.
The theme for the competition was “Light up Your Community.
His bright and colourful submission certainly met the criteria
and showed great skill for his age. Leo has been invited to
submit his work to the 1070 Rotary District Final where he will
be in competition with pupils from the schools of 5 different
counties.
Having received a certificate and a small prize for his success in the local round, there was a surprise
bonus. Mike Novakovic owner of Watling Street Gallery arranged for the picture to be professionally
framed. The photograph shows the finished article which looks ready for the gallery wall! From the left,
Mike Novakovic, Watling Street Gallery, David Reed, Towcester Rotary Club and seated Leo Mullins.
Many thanks from the Rotary Club of Towcester to all those who took part, to the judges and to Mike for
his kind contribution of a frame.

Young Designer Competition
The local Final of this well supported competition was held at Sponne School
on Wednesday 29th April. The finished items and the accompanying written
work of 5 GCSE Students and 6 “A” Level students were evaluated by 3
Judges, all of whom had many years of practical design experience behind
them.
After long deliberations it was decided that the winning GCSE Student should
be Jake Ward with his Dog Food Dispenser and the winning “A” Level Student
should be Daniel O!Beirne with his Cycle Storage Unit. All of the judges were
very impressed with the amount of effort all of the Students had shown in the
research of their chosen product, the “trial & error” approach they had taken to
arrive at their finished item and the high standard of the finished article.
Daniel O!Beirne of Sponne School came second in the finals of the District Rotary Young Designer
Competition 2015, which took place at the Kettering Buccleuch Academy on Saturday June 20th.
Students at the finals came from all over Northamptonshire, Leicestershire, Bedfordshire and
Cambridgeshire.
Daniel presented his prototype for an innovative Cycle Storage unit which was
not only judged on its technical ability, but also commercial use and degree of
workmanship. Daniel was awarded a cash prize as well as a Rotary Young
Designer Certificate. Daniel was part of the 47 GCSE and A Level students who
had made it through to the final by winning their respective local competitions.
The variety and excellence of ideas, invention and workmanship was quite
astounding, ranging from soft fabrics, paper art, wood work to metal work and
plastics.
All work undertaken for the Rotary Young Designer Competition is part of the student!s normal curriculum
studies. Accompanying Daniel at the finals was Jake Ward who was the local GCSE level winner with his
Dog Food Dispenser. We would like to wish Daniel much success in his future.
15
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Armed Forces Day 2015
Towcester Royal British Legion and Towcester Army Cadets joined forces on Wednesday 24th June
at 7pm to honour Armed Forces Day this year.
We were joined by RBL Standards from Brackley and the County.
The Reverend Ben Phillips, Tony Wilkinson and RBL County Vice Chairman Russell Barrie all spoke and while
the main ceremony took place on the Vicarage lawn, the main Armed Forces flag now flies from the
Town Hall and will stay there until the end of next week.
We would like to thank everyone who participated and to the members of the general public who
came along to support us.
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Community Speedwatch – Coming to Towcester soon!
Further to our previous article in the Town Crier, Towcester
Neighbourhood Watch, our local police team and the Town Council
have now progressed the preliminary work in preparation to
establishing a Speedwatch in Towcester.
To gain a consensus of approval, the requirement was for minimum
500 signatures of support from Towcester residents. This target has
now been exceeded and only a handful of residents were against
the scheme.
Community Speedwatch is a positive and proactive way in which local residents can work together to tackle
this important issue. Speedwatch enables local people to become actively involved in helping to slow down
traffic in 30mph zones. Community members are trained in the use of hand-held speed monitoring devices
to track the speed of motorists. Details of a speeding vehicle are recorded and this information is processed
by the police and a warning letter is sent to the driver. Speeding drivers can receive up to two warning
letters but if they are recorded speeding for a third time, the police take further action.
The next step is to train volunteers in the rules and regulations of Speedwatch and we hope Speedwatch
will start to appear in our town by the end of the year.
If you wish to help this community-run initiative by volunteering, please contact Neighbourhood Watch via
www.safertowcester.com. We welcome your support.

Towcester Man Continues Fundraising Efforts
Towcester man Andrew McGarry, who sells the Big Issue magazine in the town centre, is continuing to give back
to the community in which he works by putting on a concert to raise funds for the homeless and awareness of
the issues they face.
‘The Songbirds and Guests’ will take place at St Lawrence
Church on Friday 2nd October at 7.30pm and will feature
Towcester-based ladies’ vocal group, The Songbirds, with
their eclectic mix of songs sung in two and three part
harmony, as well as performances from other local singers
and musicians. All money raised will be split between St
Lawrence Church in Towcester and the Hope Centre in
Northampton, an organisation which provides support to
homeless and disadvantaged people and helps them to
transform their lives.
The concert is the latest initiative from Andrew, with previous events and activities he has organised including a
collection, in conjunction with the Towcester branch of Nationwide, of camping equipment for people who
remain on the streets, a successful jumble sale and a popular barn dance. Andrew said: “I feel extremely lucky to
be part of such a warm and welcoming community and I am keen to show there is hope for people who fall on
hard times and do my bit to help.”
Kat Stephens, Musical Director of the Songbirds, said: “We are delighted to have been asked to take part in the
concert. We have previously performed at The Hope Centre and seen first-hand the support and encouragement
they give to people who need help and so when Andrew asked us to be part of his concert we didn’t need to
think twice!”
Tickets will be on sale from Monday 14th September from the Chantry House in Towcester, and cost £10,
although there are concessionary rates available.
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Results for our 6-a-side Tournament:!
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Under 9s through 15s were as follows:-

Under
Under
Under
Under
Under
Under
Under
Under
Under
Under
Under
Under
Under
Under
Under
Under
Under
Under
Under
Under
Under

9s 9s 9s 10s 10s 10s 11s 11s 11s 12s 12s 12s 13s 13s 13s 14s 14s 14s 15s 15s 15s -

Fair Play winners - Towcester Foxes
Plate Winners - Wooldale / Runners up - Towcester Saints
Shield Winners - FFA Gold / Runners up - Towcester Tigers
Fair Play winners - Towcester Foxes B
Plate Winners - Towcester Tigers / Runners up - Towcester Foxes A
Shield Winners - Silverstone / Runners up - MK City Eagles
Fair Play winners - Silverstone
Plate Winners - Brackley / Runners up - Flore Pirates
Shield Winners - City Colts (Steve) / Runners up - City Colts (Scott)
Fair Play Winners - Towcester
Plate Winners - Towcester / Runners up - MK City Tigers
Shield Winners - Great Linford / Runners up - Silverstone A
Fair Play Winners - Towcester Foxes
Plate Winners - Towcester Gunners / Runners up - Towcester Saints
Shield Winners - Towcester Cubs / Runners up - Roade
Fair Play Winners - Towcester A
Plate Winners - Towcester B / Runners up - Silverstone
Shield Winners - Daventry Town Spartans / Runners up - Moulton Magpies
Fair Play Winners - Towcester B
Plate Winners - Towcester B / Runners up - Willen Colts Red
Shield Winners - Towcester A / Runners up - Flore Pirates

!
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As! you can all see the word 'Towcester' appears a lot, which is great news for our club. Well done to
all! our teams, players, coaches, managers and supporters for taking part and to all the kind volunteers
who
contributed to the non-football related tasks each day which ensured the tournament ran
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smoothly
and
safely.!
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! Do
! you want to play football?
Come
a try!
!
!and! give
! MiniKickers
!

!
!
!
!
!
!
! !
!
! !
! !
!
Towcester
Town
Football
Club’s
MiniKickers
is
open
to
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
! all children aged between 4 and 6 years old.
Sessions
pitch
Centre for Leisure on Saturday mornings
! !take place
! ! on the
! ! all-weather
!
! at Towcester
!
!
from !9am-10am.
A contribution
of just
!
!
!
! £1
! is requested
!
! per session to help cover costs.
! !
!
!
!
! ! !
!
!
!
MiniKickers is taught by qualified coaches and is an excellent way to introduce children to football
! !
!
!
whilst
having fun. Children who are interested will have the opportunity to progress into TTFC’s Under
!

7s teams.
!

!

! ! !
! ! !
!

! ! For more
!
! information
! contact
! ! Samantha Hurrell at:
towcestertownfc@secretary.net
! ! !
!
! !
! ! or call 01327 353284
! !
! !
!
!
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TOWCESTER TOWN COUNCIL - Balance Sheet at 31st March 2015
31st March 2014
2271
3052
7373
381487
394183

CURRENT ASSETS
Debtors
Payments in advance
V. A. T.
Cash in hand
TOTAL ASSETS

31st March 2015
2829
2881
6057
676440
688207

506

CURRENT LIABILITIES
Creditors

6507

393677
NET ASSETS
681700
183914
General Fund
256585
539
Earmarked Reserves: Town Hall
543
209224
Earmarked Reserves: Recreation/Leisure
424572
The above statement represents fairly the financial position of the Authority at 31st March 2015 and reflects its income/expenditure for the
year
Signed and approved by the Resources/Planning Committee on 8th June 2015
Cllr David Bain.........................Town Mayor / Elizabeth Cox................................Town Clerk / R.F.O.

TOWCESTER TOWN COUNCIL - Income and Expenditure Account Year End 31st March 2015
Year Ended 31st March 2014
293350
3591
130
9594
18743
21953
196
1099
1994
803
12038
22541
13347
399183
119894
9215
32427
133862
851
48896
1032
7782
353959
139508
399183
353959
184732
818
183914

INCOME
Precept
Interest Investment Account
Interest Bank Account
Town Crier
Hall Hire
Office Rents
Meeting Room Hire
General
Agency Services Reimbursed
Allotment Rents
Cemetery
Grants
Recreation/Leisure
TOTAL INCOME
EXPENDITURE
General Account
Section 137 Payments
Cemetery
Recreation Account
Public Lighting
Town Hall Account
Allotments
Loan Repayment
TOTAL EXPENDITURE
GENERAL FUND
Balance at 1st April 2014
Add Total Income
Deduct Total Expenditure
Balance at 31st March 2015
Transfer from Reserves
General Fund
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Year Ended 31st March 2015
318324
1487
430
10910
18426
23335
83
4215
1994
600
13404
235120
3870
632198
95860
12177
28934
145014
899
52414
1095
7782
344175
393677
362198
344175
681700
425115
256585

Old Towcester 10 - Towcester Hospital Week Committee
Photo – Old Talbot Yard in 1995 during conversion to Sponne shopping Centre
On the evening of Thursday the 27th September 1928, the courtyard of the Talbot Inn, now the
Sponne Shopping Arcade, was filled with veterans from the first world war lined-up in military order
and illuminated by the light of flaming torches held aloft. About 7.00 p.m., headed by the music from
the Studio Silver Prize Band, the procession marched through the arch of the Talbot Inn to the
cheers of the crowd waiting outside.
This was the start of a torchlight procession
around the town with the band, the men of the
fire brigade headed by Vice Captain Crowe, a
Morris Cowley four-seater tourist car driven by
Mr A Baker with some officials of the Voluntary
Aid detachment as passengers. This was
followed by members of the St John!s
Ambulance Brigade under Sergt. J. Coleman, all
the former soldiers in Towcester British Legion
plus the Towcester troop of Boy Scouts under
their leader W. Billingham.
They marched
around the town with the band playing,
undoubtedly cheered along their way by the
crowds watching and then returned to the Market
Square to a special stage erected in front of the
Town Hall.
Virtually all eyes in the crowd would have been upon the open four –seater car as it passed. Many
would have looked hopefully at the 6d raffle ticket they held in their hands - by the end of the
evening the car could be theirs! When the Town Hall clock was at 8.30 p.m., Councillor Harvey
Reeves was on the stage and announced to the ex-service men how much he appreciated the
privilege of marching with them and then addressed the crowd to thank them for their support in
raising funds for Northampton General Hospital. This whole event had been organised by the
Towcester Hospital Week Committee, under the chairmanship of Mr J. Jenkinson, who five months
earlier decided that they should buy a car and raffle it to raise funds for the cause. They had sold
25,000 tickets, some as far away as India, bringing in £625 from which had to be deducted the price
of the car. Mr Reeves gave the drum holding the ticket several turns and after much ferreting about
inside it drew out ticket P299 and Mr Richardson from Olney was a very happy man.
Towcester was just one of a number of Hospital Week Committees that had been raising funds for
Northampton Hospital since 1875. This was 20 years before the National Health Service had been
established and financing this much cherished organisation was a constant problem, especially
when they needed new facilities. The money raised by Towcester on this occasion probably went
towards building two new operating theatres which were opened on the 19th October 1929.
(Sources: Northampton Mercury dated 28th September 1928 and F Waddy, 1974, “A History of
Northampton General Hospital 1743 to 1948”)
Brian Giggins
Towcester History and Photographs Facebook Site & Towcester & District Local History Society
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Tove Wetland Pocket Park
The initial phases of the project to create the new Pocket
Park in Towcester have now been completed, with Cllr
David Bain performing the official opening of the new
dipping platform and boardwalk at an event on 4th May. A
lot of families attended, and joined in with the pond dipping
activities on the day, and plenty of interesting insects were
found.
Another aim of the opening event was to find out what
people thought of the park, and how it could be improved
further in the future. There was very positive feedback from
passers by as well as those taking part, which is always
nice to hear.
There are plans to install interpretation boards so visitors know what can be found there, and a second
dipping platform will be built on the balance lake later in the year. The wildflower area is developing nicely,
and the free trees and shrubs supplied by the Woodland Trust are also growing well.
There is now a Facebook page (called Tove Wetland Pocket Park) where regular updates and pictures are
posted to keep people informed of what is happening. Alternatively, you can contact Nick Holder
(nickholder@btinternet.com) on 07729 239810 for more information.
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TOWCESTER TOWN COUNCIL
BUSINESS PLAN 2015 – 2020
In 2014, Towcester Town Council resolved to produce a Business Plan for Towcester. The
Business Plan will provide the blueprint for how the Council will work in a co-ordinated way in
the best interests of all who live and work in Towcester and use our services. It sets out the
mission, objectives and key priorities of what we want to achieve, either directly or by trying to
increase its influence on the relevant delivery body, such as the District or County Council. It is
"our! action plan for the next five years.
The aim of the Business Plan is to give Towcester!s residents a clear understanding of what the
Town Council is trying to achieve and how it proposes to deliver this. It details what the Town
Council intends to focus on over the next five years and will be used each year to plan activities
and set the budget for the coming year.
The Town Council invited the local community to participate in the development of the Business
Plan via completion of a questionnaire form included in the March 2015 issue of the Town Crier
and would like to thank all those who took the time to do this. The answers from the
questionnaire have been collated and are detailed below.

QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS
Resources/Planning Committee
1.

Do you consider the Town Crier and Town Council website provides you with useful information about the
town, Town Council activities and forthcoming events in Towcester?
Yes = 95.5% / No = 4.5%

2.

Do you think Towcester needs a Tourist Information Centre?
Yes = 43.5% / No = 56.5%

3.

Are you satisfied with local public transport?
Yes = 46.8% / No = 53.2%

4.

a)
Do you feel there is sufficient public car parking provided in Towcester?
Yes = 36.3% / No = 63.7%
b)
Do you feel that free car parking is essential to the vitality of Towcester Town Centre?
Yes = 92.2% / No = 7.8%

Recreation/Leisure Committee
1.

Are you satisfied with the appearance of Towcester in terms of cleanliness and litter
control?
Yes = 46.8% / No = 53.2%
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2.

Is it important for the Town Council to continue to seek to acquire additional open spaces in the Towcester
to maintain them as a public asset (e.g. Bury Mount and The Watermeadows?)
Yes = 90.4% / No = 9.6%

3.

Which of the following would you like the Town Council to provide on newly acquired open areas in
Towcester, e.g. The Shires:Open play areas? 22% / Children!s play equipment? 16%
Picnic / seating areas? 29% / Wildlife / conservations areas? 33%

4.

Are you satisfied with the provision of sporting facilities in Towcester?
Yes = 44.5% / No = 55.5%

5.

Do you think Towcester would benefit from a mix of semi-professional standard outdoor sports facilities
along with practice pitches which could also be available for public use?
Yes = 81.2% / No = 18.8%

6.

Would you like to see a fitness trail, including outdoor gym equipment in Towcester?
Yes = 67.3% / No = 32.7%

7.

Should the Town Council seek to extend the footpath link from the Watermeadows to the southern end of
Watling Street to complete a circular walk that encompasses most of the town?
Yes = 97.3% / No = 2.7%

8.

Would you like to see an expansion of the floral displays in the town centre to include other parts of
Towcester?
Yes = 74.1% / No = 25.9%

Town Hall Committee
1.

Are you satisfied with the current usage of the Town Hall?
Yes = 74.7% / No = 25.3%

2.

Do you think the Town Council should purchase the Library as a public asset rather than see it put to
commercial use or demolished?
Yes = 88% / No = 12 %

Cemetery Committee
1.

Are you satisfied with the standard of maintenance at Brackley Road Cemetery?
Yes = 90.9% / No = 9.1%

2.

The Town Council manages 50 allotment plots in Towcester and has 40 residents in the town on the
waiting list for a plot. Do you support the Town Council in actively seeking additional land to provide
allotments?
Yes = 94.7% / No = 5.3%

3.

It is the policy of the Town Council to utilise burial ground for allotments. Do you agree with this use until
such time as the land is needed for burials?
Yes = 92.5% / No = 7.5%

VACANCY FOR A TOWN COUNCILLOR ON MILL WARD
The Town Council currently has a vacancy on Mill Ward.
If you are interested in becoming a Town Councillor and would like to hear more on the work of the Council, please
contact the T o w n C l e r k , E l i z a b e t h C o x , o n 0 1 3 2 7 3 5 0 9 9 5 o r t o w n c o u n c i l @ t o w c e s t e r - t c . g o v . u k .
You can also visit the Council’s web- site to find out further information on the work of the Council and its
Committee - www.towcester-tc.gov.uk.
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS IN THE TOWN HALL
Every Friday
JULY
Saturday 11th & Sunday 12th
AUGUST
Saturday 1st
Saturday 15th
BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 31ST
SEPTEMBER
Saturday 5th
Saturday 12th
Sunday 13th
Saturday 19th
Saturday 26th
OCTOBER
Saturday 3rd
Saturday 10th

Antiques 2 Go Indoor Market
Mr Penfold’s Persian Rug Sale
J. Fairs Sale of Handmade Craft & Gifts
Dowen’s Linen Sale
TOWCESTER PRODUCE SHOW –
further details can be found inside this issue
J. Fairs Sale of Handmade Craft & Gifts
Mr Penfold’s Persian Rug Sale
Mr Penfold’s Persian Rug Sale
Towcester W.I.
The Gift Bazaar
J. Fairs Sale of Handmade Craft & Gifts
Dowen’s Linen Sale

FORTHCOMING EVENTS ON THE RECREATION GROUND
!

JULY
Wednesday 15th – Saturday 18th
AUGUST
Monday 17th – Thursday 20th

John Scarrott’s Funfair
John Lawson’s Circus

Watling Friends Presents...
Speaker Nick Hamilton - “The television years to 1996”
Nick will bring some plants for selling after his presentation
Date:
Venue:
Tickets:
Time:

19th October 2015
Towcester Town Hall
£5, includes refreshments
7.30pm - doors open at 7pm

For Tickets & further information please contact:
Eileen Reid 01327 323180 or Pat Trede 01327 352669
Watling Friends are a non-profit making group who meet every six months. Representatives meet 4 to 6 times a year to
organise each event. There are no annual membership subscriptions to join the group. The ticket money for the Spring and
Autumn meetings is used to cover the costs of the evening. Any surplus, after all expenses have been paid, is held over for
the following event. At present “Watling Friends” have representatives from Towcester, Pattishall, Potterspury, Silverstone
and Whittlebury. Please contact Pat Trede 01327 352669 for further information.
!

Towcester Town Crier is published by Towcester Town Council and is open to contributions from all organisations and
individuals in the town. The last date for advertising is 24th August and for copy 31st August 2015. We are now
operating a strict deadline for advertising / copy and materials will not be accepted after these dates.
Copy should be sent to Elizabeth Cox / Melissa Yates at the Town Council Office (tel: 01327 350995; email:
towncouncil@towcester-tc.gov.uk). For advertising, please contact Jim Lynch (tel: 01327 350899). Articles appearing
contain the views of the person submitting the item and are not necessarily the views of the Town Council. The Town
Council’s website address is www.towcester-tc.gov.uk.
Printed by R1 Print & Design, Silverstone.
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Towcester Royal British Legion
VJ DAY COMMEMORATION
Our commemoration of VE Day was relatively low key but we want to make more of the VJ Day
commemoration because this represented the real end of WW2.
We will be liaising with the Tove Benefice Office to coordinate involvement with the Church Service
on Sunday 9th August which will be followed by a “bring your own” picnic to join us with games, etc
to celebrate the occasion. On Monday 10th August (the actual anniversary) we will be holding a
short service in front of the War Memorial in Brackley Road Cemetery in the early evening.
TRIP TO YPRES
Our local Branch is organising a trip to Ypres in April of 2016 and there are still some places
available.
If you are interested then please see below for contact details.
-oOo-

The membership of the Towcester Branch is growing month on month, but new members are
always welcome.
You don!t have to have served in the forces, or even have had a member of your family who has
served.
The Legion welcomes everyone who recognises the tremendous work that they undertake
throughout the year.
We meet at 7.30pm on the second Tuesday of every month, usually in the Conservative Club. We
do a bit of business followed usually by an illustrated talk. We also go out and about throughout the
year to some great places.
Why not join us. The Annual cost equates to just over £1 per month. Contact me and I will send you
a membership form.

TOWCESTER TIDY UP IN OCTOBER
Please make a note of the next Towcester Tidy Up sessions
SATURDAY 3RD AND SUNDAY 4TH OCTOBER
We will be running 4 separate sessions across the weekend as
usual and if you have helped before then please let me have
your email address and I will keep you updated with the plans.
If you haven!t been involved before then just drop me an email
and I will add you to the dataset of helpers! names.
Don!t worry the names don!t go anywhere else and are not
used for anything other than Tidy Up news.
Rotarian David Reed
01327 352414 / 07970 597044 / dreedsfm@sky.com
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