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Towcester Produce Show • 2016
This August Bank Holiday Monday saw the annual Towcester Produce Show, organised by the Allotment
and Gardener’s Association, at the Town Hall. The show celebrated home produce, home grown fruit and
vegetables, and crafts of children and adults from Towcester and the surrounding villages. Entrants were judged during
the morning then opened for viewing from 1pm onwards. Visitors could enjoy homemade cake, from a vast selection,
and a cup of tea or coffee whilst admiring entrees such as the heaviest marrow, longest beans, children’s plate gardens
and best Victoria sponge. The Town Mayor, Cllr David Tarbun, was in attendance to present prize cups and plaques to
the lucky winners.

The Allotment and Gardener’s Association would like to thank
all those who entered the show, those who came to admire,
all the local businesses that sponsored the show, the judges,
and the committee who put in many hours of hard work to
ensure the continuation of this traditional event.
We are looking forward to an equally successful show in 2017!
Jason Fleming,
Chairman of the Towcester Allotment
& Gardeners Association.














            
          

               





            
           



        





           



       



A big ‘Thank You’ to Gerry Wallington!
Towcester resident, Gerry Warrington, is a lovely gentleman who takes it upon himself to keep
the footpath to the Tove Wetland Pocket Park clean and pleasant to use.
Every spring he comes along to remove the weeds and brambles and can be seen at least
twice each week collecting litter from the area. All of this is done willingly and with a great
sense of humour; there is no reward other than his satisfaction in keeping the footpath nice
and tidy for all of us to use.
His wonderful sense of community spirit serves as a lesson to us all and, if more of us took at
leaf out of his book, Towcester would be an even more pleasant town to live in. As a
Towcester resident, I would like recognise his efforts by saying a very big “thank you” to Gerry
for all that he does.
A grateful dog walker
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A Word from the Mayor...

A Word from the Mayor...

I hope, like me, everyone has been enjoying the summer days
we
have managed to fit in this year. Luckily for me the good

weather
has seemed to follow me around on most of my

duties.
The
weather
held out
for the
 

 
 
majority
 of the
Midsummer
Music Festival, which was a great success. My

thanks
to the organisers,
volunteers,
acts
and
venues
 go

 

 which

helped
make it a very special weekend. We managed to raise

£3,000
to share between the three nominated charities. My

family
and I managed to get around quite a few of venues

 
 The

 
and
enjoyed
all of what
we heard.
weather
remained

glorious
when we attended the open day organised by one of my

chosen
charities, Dogs for Good. It was great to see some


 
action,
  

of these fantastic
dogs in
and
to meet
more of the










 you
wonderful staff and volunteers there. I would 
encourage









a great
all to keep an eye out for the event next year as it was








family day out with plenty to do and see. We will definitely be
             
returning.



My
other invitations have included a celebration of the Queens 90th Birthday with the Towcester Evening

WI,
which
included 
enjoying
some
entertainment
and
cakeswith
the residents
of Leeson 
Court. We

 

 
 

  
 also
attended
the
Towcester
Choral
Society’s
Summer
Concert,
which
was
a
fantastic
performance
accompanied
by
a very
talented
jazz band.
I would
love
to speak 
about all
the events
I have
attended,
but there
are far too many
go into
 


 



 to

details.However,
other
events
I
have
been
lucky
enough
to
attend
include
a
University
of
Northampton’s

Graduation
Ceremony, the Chairman of South Northamptonshire Council’s Civic Service on the Brackley

piazza
and
I
had the honour of presenting awards to some of the winners at the Towcester Town Football Club

Tournament.
My
family 
and
I were very
lucky 
to be
offered
tickets
to attend
Qualifying
for
the British
Grand
   



 

 the



Prix.
We had never been before so we enjoyed taking in the atmosphere and watching Hamilton take a dramatic

pole
position. My congratulations go out to the winners of Towcester’s Best Kept Garden Completion. It was

great
to have more entries this year, though it made the judging much more difficult. Hopefully there will be

even
more next year.




I would like to thank everyone who came to the Mayor’s Quiz in June. A great night was had by all and we
  


 It


plan
tohost
another
 
New
 
so
managed
to 
raise
£700
for my charities.
was
so
successful
we
in the
Year
please

watch this space. On the issue of fundraising, I am in the process of finalising the Towcester Cookbook, which will

be
on sale soon. It contains lots of delicious recipes to choose from, and I am overwhelmed by the support I have

received
from the community. I will advertise more details in due course but you will be able to purchase copies

from
Towcester Tea Room’s, Towcester Library, Colemans of Towcester, Radmore Farm Shop and The Red Lion Pub
             
both in Litchborough. Please see Page 39 on this issue to find out further information on my next fundraising

activity ‘A Night at the Dogs’ on Saturday, 29th October.


 


Looking
towards the autumn, I will be visiting Dogs for Good in Banbury to see the dogs in training, and also

speaking
with the Towcester Scouts about my role in the community. With the summer coming to an end, we

are
looking at an autumn of development for Towcester, with works beginning on the Wood Burcote and

Southern
sites respectively.
On a positive
note
it is great
see more
of Towcester’s
becoming
Extension
 
  
 

 to


empty
shops

occupied.
I wish the new businesses all the best and hope we manage to maintain a bustling town centre. One

part
the 
town
centre I
wish
wasa
little
less
busy
are
the
roads.
With
high
pollution
levels
frequent
 of
 







 and

stationary
we 
need to
 traffic
 
 keep
 the
 pressure
on
the
relevant
bodies
to
ensure
traffic
ismanaged
and
the
relief
road
is given the upmost priority.




I
look forward to updating you again in the next issue.




Cllr
David Tarbun
TOWN MAYOR
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Choral Workshop

Karl Jenkins’ The Armed Man
Saturday, 15th October 2016
Towcester Town Hall, 10:00 am – 5:00 pm
Come and learn selections from Karl Jenkins’ hugely successful masterpiece under the expert
guidance of Towcester Choral Society’s Musical Director, Helen Swift. Written to celebrate the
Millennium, this B Written to celebrate the Millennium, this beautiful and moving work, a ‘mass for
piece’, provokes a range of emotions as it explores the suffering and sacrifice caused by war. At
times harrowing, The Armed Man is nevertheless a joy to sing and its final hymn offers a glimmer of
hope for the future. We will have a short performance afterwards so that your friends and family can
hear what you’ve achieved.
Towcester Choral Society
Founded in 1900, Towcester Choral Society is a mixed voice choir with around 70 singers. It regularly
performs a wide variety of secular and religious music around Towcester and has built up a strong
reputation for quality and variety. Everyone in the choir loves singing and there is a great sense of
achievement from both the weekly rehearsals and the concerts.
Helen Swift (Musical Director) was a choral scholar at Claire College, Cambridge and went on to
study opera in London and Dublin. She has worked with many distinguished artists, including the late
Sir David Willcocks, Stephen Cleobury and John Rutter. A busy conductor, teacher and soloist, Helen
passionately believes in the power of singing and wants everyone to share that experience.
Cost: £15; under 18’s £8. Includes tea/coffee and loan of score. Please bring your own lunch, soft 2b
pencil and a rubber.
To book, please complete the form below and send with your cheque to John Maleham, Burnside,
Weedon Lois, NN12 8PL. Email: j.maleham@btinternet.com
Tel: 01327 860558
...........................................................................................................................................................................

Please reserve .......... places(s) for me/us for the workshop on 15th October. I enclose a cheque for
£ ................. payable to Towcester Choral Society.
Names.......................................................................................................................................................
Address......................................................................................................................................................
..................................................................................................................................................................
E-mail:.................................................................................Tel. No..........................................................
Voice parts(s) (if known) ..........................................................................................................................
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Last month, we asked how well you know your town and concentrated on the former coaching
inns that once graced our Market Square. Now we pose the same question with regards to all the
buildings in the town and tell you of a golden opportunity to increase your knowledge.
For many years local historian Brian Giggins has been researching Towcester buildings of all
shapes, sizes and age, creating a remarkable dossier of information. In November Brian will hold
workshops entitled “Discovering Towcester Buildings” as part of the partnership between the
Library and the Local History Society.
The first workshop session will be held at the Library on Monday November 14th from 3pm to
4.30pm and, for the benefit of those unable to make an afternoon start, will be repeated on
Monday November 21st between 7.30pm and 9pm.
Numbers are limited for each session and you can book at the Library. The cost is £6 per person
and all money raised will go to the Library.
In August, as usual, the Society presented an exhibit at the St. Lawrence Church Flower Festival
where the theme this year was “Tell Me A Story”. The Festival is always colourful and varied but
this year looked something special – so well done St. Lawrence.

TALKS THAT WILL LIVEN UP THE WINTER EVENINGS
Wednesday 9th November
Stolen Lives
Andrew Hamilton
Andrew will examine stories of 50 soldiers and a nurse who died during the 1914-18 war,
concentrating on where they were buried or commemorated. The list includes sportsmen, artists,
a family of five brothers, under-age recruits and two young soldiers “Shot at Dawn”. Others
include a grandson of Queen Victoria and the son of the Prime Minister.
Wednesday 14th December
Christmas meeting for members and their guests
The certainties are buffet, drinks, a raffle and a quiz. After that the party is in the planning stage
and sure to be fun.
Wednesday 11th January 2017
It’s a Girl’s Life in the Army
Gillian Cane
Gillian may not have come from a military background but she was among the first women ever
to be trained as an army officer at the Royal Academy, Sandhurst. she was also the first woman
to serve with crack infantry regiment, The Royal Green Jackets. It came as a surprise both to her
and the Regiment. The talk concentrates on the lighter side as Gillian explains how all that
happened.
Monthly meetings are held at the Riverside Resource Centre in Islington Road, Towcester,
at 7.30pm. The entrance fee for non-members is £2. For more information please call John
Morris on 07725 839795 or - David Wilcock on 01327 351782.
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Town
Council
Vacancy
Town
Council
Vacancy



TheTown
TownCouncil
Councilcurrently
currentlyhas
hasaa vacancy
vacancy for
Councillor on
Ward.
The
foraaTown
Tow Councillor
on Mill
Mill Ward.
youthink
think
you
maybe
beinterested
interestedininjoining
joiningthe
theTown
TownCouncil
Counciland
and would
would like
like to
to find
find out
outmore
If If
you
you
may
more the
about
of aCouncillor,
Town Councillor,
contact
the Town
Clerk,
Elizabeth
on
about
rolethe
of role
a Town
pleaseplease
contact
the Town
Clerk,
Elizabeth
Cox,Cox,
on 01327
01327
350995
or
email
towncouncil@towcester-tc.gov.uk.
350995 or email towncouncil@towcester-tc.gov.uk. 
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What does your local Rotary Club
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Towcester WI celebrates Her Majesty’s 90th Birthday
President of Towcester Evening WI, Jennie
Brotherston, welcomed Mayor David Tarbun and
his wife, along with residents of Towcester who
are 90 years old this year, to Afternoon Tea at
Leeson Court; to share in the celebration of the
Queen’s 90th Birthday.
Jennie Brotherston
President, Towcester Evening WI
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THE TOWCESTER MUTINY
Many people think the late Tudor era under the reign of Queen Elizabeth 1st was a golden age for England.
Elizabeth’s great speech at Tilbury1, the exploits of “heroes” such as Drake and Raleigh, and the plays of
Shakespeare, give an impression of greatness and prosperity. The modern novels and biographies on the era
which populate our Library shelves often conclude that under Elizabeth’s rule England had become one of the
most powerful and prosperous nations in Europe.
Life for the common people however was blighted by hunger,
violence and vagrancy. The country was broke and unpaid,
deserting, starving troops, returning from the war with Spain
were swelling the numbers of wandering vagabonds, tramping
and stealing their way across the land. The whole country was
semi-permanently placed under martial law and provostmarshals were appointed to execute summary justice on the
bands of deserters and vagrants2. Tudor England was faced
with an ever increasing population that needed feeding; in
1500 the population had stood at around 2.5 million, by 1650 it
was to reach 5 million. Poor harvests from 1594 to 1597,
including a disastrous one in 1596, caused much distress and
hardship to this growing population.
Towcester, surrounded by crop producing fields, would perhaps have fared
better than the highly populated cities. Though poor harvests meant higher
grain prices which benefited the yeoman farmer with surplus grain to sell,
but drove peasant ‘husbandmen’ into poverty and starvation, causing a
polarization between the rich and powerful farmer and the mass of poor. It
was with this background that a little reported incident took place here,
dramatically called ‘The Towcester Mutiny’3.
In 1597 the Queen had passed an act that allowed any itinerant vagrants
who were caught, to be ‘pressed’ into army service. This army of unpaid,
non-volunteers, lead to discontent and unrest in several towns where the
troops were concentrated. Towcester had always been a favourite stopping
place on the way north since early medieval times. It was consequently
furnished with several inns4 and would have been an attractive place to
stay for foot weary soldiers.
In late September 1598, a group of around 200 soldiers mutinied. The “Towcester Mutineers” were Londoners
marching on the ‘Great West Chester Road’ (Watling Street) under Captain Garrett Dillon to a muster in
Chester, for war service in Ireland. At the start of the insurrection they elected a leader and, injuring Captain
Dillon as well as wounding some of his officers, they took over the town³. It appears that the insurrection
didn’t last very long for, having drank and eaten all they could find and perhaps fearing the Provost Marshal
and his men arriving from Northampton, the Captain managed to regain some discipline and the mutineers
continued to follow him to Chester, perhaps hoping the incident would not come to the attention of the
authorities and be forgotten.
However, Towcester was clearly well connected. Sir Arthur Throckmorton, who was to become High Sheriff of
Northamptonshire in 1604, lived at nearby Paulerspury Lodge and he took it upon himself to write to the
Queens Privy Council on behalf of the people of Towcester. The Privy Council in turn wrote to: The Mayor of
Chester; Sir William Brereton; Henry Manwaring; and Captain Francis Stafford who were in charge of the
muster there. The Privy Council ordered them to investigate the mutiny, interrogate Captain Dillon to establish
18

who the ringleaders were and any other guilty party and issue warrants for their arrest. On the 15th October Sir
Arthur received from the Mayor of Chester a letter advising him that four prisoners: Robert Willoughby (The
elected leader); Thomas Mase; John Cally and Mathew Johns had been arrested and were being sent back to
Towcester for punishment5.
By the 16th October they were back in the town, fearing their fate as the Privy Council’s clear instruction was:
‘that somme exemplary punishment be shewed upon this notorious offence’6. However, the sentence was
perhaps less severe than the Council may have wished. Many exemplary hangings had been carried out where
mutinies had taken place but in this case local magistrate Sir George Farmer of Easton Neston (there is still an
effigy of him in St. Mary’s Church there) decided that a day standing in the Pillory was in order (a common
punishment in Tudor times, with most towns and villages possessing them). He wrote: ‘with papers over their
heads declaring the nature and naughtiness of their faults, upon St. Lukes day last,* which was a fair day.
Seeing their penitence, we have returned them to the Mayor of Chester to be delivered to the chief commander
of the companies there, to be employed as before in the Queens service’7. (*18th October)
Although standing in the Pillory, head and hands held firmly, was not a pleasant way to spend the day,
especially if the prisoner had to bend, it could have been a lot worse. Maybe the kind people of Towcester felt
sorry for them in the end. To the credit of the Tudor government, various Poor Law Acts eventually offered
some relief to the common people, giving them help with food and clothes or a wage in return for work, or
they were looked after in almshouses, hospitals, orphanages or poor houses. These acts perhaps should be
remembered as one of the major achievements of the Elizabethan era rather than the romanticized image we
have come to associate with the times.
Steve Tonks
Special thanks to Professor Jim Sharpe (York University) Caroline Picco (Cheshire Archives) for their assistance
with this article.
1. “I know I have the body but of a weak and feeble woman; but I have the heart and stomach of a king and of a
king of England too...” (Tilbury 1588)
2. Hindle, Steve. (2002) ‘The State and Social Change in Early Modern England 1550-1640’: Basingstoke, Palgrave.
3. (Sharpe 2016) Sharpe J. (2016) ‘The Dark side of Elizabethan England’, BBC History Magazine, March 2016 pp.
33-36.
4. Sunderland, John & Webb, Margaret (eds.)(1995) ‘Towcester: The story of an English Town’. Milton Keynes,
Grillford Ltd.
5. Cheshire & Chester Archives: doc. QSE/2/27
6. Roche Dasent, John (1905) ‘Acts of the Privy Council of England, Vol. XXIX 1598-1599’
7. http:www.british-history.ac.uk/cal-cecil-papers /vol8/pp392-419
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ART STUDIOS OPEN DOORS IN OCTOBER




          
            
             
       










         
       
         








        

      
        

       
 


       







        
 
        


         
    




Best
Garden
Competition
20162016
BestKept
Kept
Garden
Competition


Therecord
record number
of of
nominations
for this
year’s
Kept
The
number
nominations
for
thisBest
year’s
Garden
Competition
resulted in a tough
decision
the Town
Best
Kept
Garden Competition
resulted
in afor
tough
Mayor & for
Mayoress,
Cllrs David
and Catherine
Tarbun.Cllrs
decision
the Town
Mayor
& Mayoress,
David and Catherine Tarbun. The final results were
final results were as follows:asThe
follows:Place
– Mr
MrsFrost
Frost of
HillHill
Road
1st1st
Place
– Mr
& &Mrs
ofGraham
Graham
Road
with the Town
Mayor)
(pictured with (pictured
the Town
Mayor)
2nd Place – Mrs Sandra Davis of Bickerstaffes Road

2nd Place – Mrs Sandra Davis of Bickerstaffes Road
Place– –Mr
Mr&& Mrs
Mrs Buckingham
Sheppards
Crescent
3rd3rd
Place
Buckinghamofof
Sheppards
Crescent
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Towcester
Museum
Towcester
Museum

Northamptonshire’s ‘Heritage Site of the Year’ 2016
Northamptonshire’s ‘Heritage Site of the Year’ 2016

Towcester
Museum
is honoured
award
at ceremony
Towcester
Museum
is honouredwith
withprestigious
prestigious award
at ceremony

On July 14th Towcester Museum was announced as the winner of the ‘Heritage Site of the Year’ 2016’
by the
Heritage
This as
is athe
prestigious
and Towcester
Museum
facedby the
On
JulyNorthamptonshire
14th Towcester Museum
wasForum.
announced
winner of award
the ‘Heritage
Site of the
Year’ 2016’
stiff competition from
over Forum.
forty five
local
heritage
centres from
across
the
county.
Northamptonshire
Heritage
This
is a museums
prestigiousand
award
and Towcester
Museum
faced
stiff
competition from
over forty ﬁve local museums and heritage centres from across the county.

The judges particularly praised the high quality of the museum’s permanent exhibition: ‘The
Towcester
Story’ which
tellsthe
thehigh
history
of of
thethetown
over 5,000
years,exhibition:
as a very‘The
exciting
and Story’
familywhich
The
judges particularly
praised
quality
museum’s
permanent
Towcester
friendly
heritage
attraction.
tells the history of the town over 5,000 years, as a very exciting and family friendly heritage attraction.
RobHamblin
Hamblin
Museum
Chairman
said: “Receiving
is a and
great
honour
and is an of all
Rob
thethe
Museum
Chairman
said: “Receiving
this awardthis
is a award
great honour
is an
acknowledgement
acknowledgement
of
all
the
hard
work
put
in
by
our
trustees
and
volunteers
over
the
last
four
years.
A for
the hard work put in by our trustees and volunteers over the last four years. A big thank you to everyone
involved
big
thank
you
to
everyone
involved
for
your
contribution
to
this
outstanding
achievement!”
your contribution to this outstanding achievement!”

The ‘Old Railway Exhibition’ opens to record numbers of visitors!

The ‘Old Railway Exhibition’ opens to record numbers of visitors!

This
year
marks
theAnniversary
150th Anniversary
ofthe
the
of the
Railway,
which
used to run
This year
marks
the 150th
of the opening of
SMJopening
Railway, which
used SMJ
to run through
Towcester.
To commemorate
thisthrough
event the
Towcester.
Toancommemorate
this event
the
museum
is railway
staging
an original
exciting
temporary
exhibition
museum is staging
exciting temporary exhibition
featuring
a model
of Towcester
station,
Victorian
railway artefacts
and signage,
featuring
model
of and
Towcester
station,
original
together withagraphic
displays
stories aboutrailway
this romantic
bygone era
of travel. Victorian railway artefacts and signage,
together with graphic displays and stories about this romantic bygone era of travel.
The exhibition was opened by Nigel Furness of the SMJ Society and on the first day the museum

welcomed
155 visitors.
If you
haven’t yet
it, whyFurness
not come along
to theSMJ
museum
and learnand on the first day the museum
The
exhibition
was
opened
byseen
Nigel
of the
Society
the
story
of
the
railway
locals
nicknamed
‘Slow,
Miserable
and
Jolty’?
The
exhibition
is
due toalong to the museum and learn the
welcomed 155 visitors. If you haven’t yet seen it, why not come
run for at least six months until the end of February 2017 and may be extended depending on
story of the railway locals nicknamed ‘Slow, Miserable and Jolty’? The exhibition is due to run for at
the level of visitor interest.
least six months until the end of February 2017 and may be extended depending on the level of visitor
interest.
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Farewell
to Payne’s Nurseries





















Payne’s
Nursery 1965


This August, after over 70 years of serving Towcester and the surrounding villages, the doors finally closed on
Payne’s Nurseries. The owners, Ian and Paul Morgan can now begin to plan their well-earned retirements.
Running the business has been fulfilling but involved long hours and plenty of physical work. Their mother,
Marguerite, once said that 18-20 hour days and seven day weeks were often necessary to satisfy the many
requirements of customers from all over the country.
The demands on Payne’s over recent years have included providing garlanded floral decorations at Silverstone
Grand Prix, and events at Warwick Castle and England Rugby headquarters at Twickenham. One of Ian’s many
memories of ‘Mission Impossible’ is an order that came immediately after one Christmas when Payne’s was
asked to provide 4 wedding bouquets of cream roses with just one and half hours notice. Somehow, the roses
were sourced, the bouquets produced and the bride and her attendants had their cream roses in time.
There was a nursery on the present site from 1904. Ian and Paul’s grandfather, Clarence
Payne, began work at the nursery in 1945 and bought the business about eighteen months
later. Previously, he had worked at the railway engine sheds at Rugby and came to the job
as a prize winning vegetable grower. For the first two years Clarence Payne and his
daughter, Marguerite, would deliver flowers and vegetables to the surrounding villages by
bicycle and cart. They also had a stall at Northampton market. In 1953, Clarence’s son-inlaw, Talbot Morgan, joined the business and continued its expansion. Clarence also
owned a corner shop (now Jackie Oliver’s), which predominantly sold fruit and vegetables
and, as Talbot Morgan grew into the nursery business, Clarence gradually moved into the
shop where many Towcestrians can remember him, resplendent in his flat cap and shop
coat, as a prototype Arkwright.
Ian and Paul’s introduction to the business was almost seamless. After school, at weekends and in the school
holidays, they learned their trade. Ian believes his apprenticeship began with making wreaths. Apart from
normal activities in the nursery and the last minute panic orders, running such a large area is always fraught
with problems. The Towcester Easter floods of 1998 caused the loss of much stock, equipment and records.
Paul and Ian spent much of that night wading through a flooded A5 trying to rescue as much as possible. Their
heroic efforts were not in vain and it was soon ‘business as usual’. There have also been occasions when the
temperatures have suddenly dipped well below freezing, necessitating all-night vigils and ingenious methods to
protect the fragile blooms and shrubs.
The running of Payne’s nursery, like any similar enterprise, has its fair share of challenges, but these are far
outweighed by the pleasure, service and satisfaction given to the countless customers who, over the years,
have passed through the doors of a business whose name has become intertwined with that of Towcester.
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Old Towcester
16 – Branson’s Lane
Old Towcester 16 – Branson’s
Lane
An Ordnance Survey map of Towcester dated 1884
shows three lanes stretching between Watling Street
and Islington Road at the southern end of town –
Branson’s Lane, Sheppard’s Lane and Barber’s Lane.
The first two survive as footpaths and the doorway
that gave access to Barbers Lane still survives but is
no longer a right of way. Branson’s Lane had a cul-desac leading from it containing a further 9 terrace
houses known as ‘Pudding-bag Lane’. In the late 19th
century these, together with Sergeant’s Yard and
Puddle Dock, created the highest density of housing
in the town with numerous social problems. The
former Islington Road Baptist Chapel erected in 1788
and the Church of England Mission room opened in
1878 were built primarily to serve these areas.
I have recently been looking at the history of Barber’s Lane which still retains two small late Victorian cottages,
now turned into one dwelling and the Towcester Youth Coffee House which is regularly used as the local ‘food
bank’. The western end of the Coffee House is probably characteristic of the buildings that were formerly in
the Lanes; simple ‘one up-one down’ adjoining cottages built of stone which were originally thatched. Many of
these buildings were considered to be slums and were condemned in the 1932 Lower High Street, Towcester
Clearance Order with many of the occupants being re-housed in the 1935 Willis Way Council Housing Scheme.
I had thought that the Lane had been built around 1800 and was therefore surprised to find sufficient evidence
to show that part had been previously known as Ambrose Yard which went back to at least 1670.
The 1851 census provides a snapshot of life in the lane during the
reign of Queen Victoria. A coal merchant, sawyer, rag-gatherer and
several shoemakers and agricultural labourers lived there. One of
the shoemakers was Henry Johnson whose 12 and 16 year old sons
were listed as ‘wanderers and beggars’. William Ashley kept a
lodging house which had six lodgers; Hannah Cryer owned and
lived in one house and received rents from three adjacent houses.
In 1861 she tried to evict George Clark but had the order delayed
as there had been smallpox in the house. The local magistrates
court made judgements on cases of foul language, theft, assault
and school truancy from the Lane’s occupiers e.g. in 1885 Henry
Wright assaulted Henry Dunkley for leading his pony up the lane. It
was undoubtedly a rough area but these court cases were not
even annual occurrences and could give a distorted view of life in
the lane. During the day it is likely that there would have been a
dozen or so women and children sat in the lane making pillow lace.
Elizabeth Reed is on the 1851 census as a ‘School Dame’ and was
probably looking after the younger members of the lane’s families;
possibly showing them how to make pillow lace as well as learning
to read.
The poverty of the lane was illustrated by a councillor in 1948 when demolition orders were placed on another
four cottages. Stating how the lane had been the site of vice and squalor for over two centuries he recalled
24

how a workman had seen some children in Branson’s Lane playing with what looked like a doll. The workman
was suspicious as toy dolls were almost unknown in the lane and when he looked he found it was a dead stillborn child. Inside the house the mother lay dead upon a pile of rags; she had died in childbirth. This had
probably been in the 1930’s when the economic depression caused much suffering. After the demolitions the
lane was supposed to have been converted into a children’s play area but this never happened.

Brian Giggins





Photo 1 – The Watling Street entrance to
Branson’s Lane is on the right of this
drawing of a 1949 photograph
Photo 2 – Branson’s Lane from Islington
Road
Photo 3 – Map of 1855; Branson’s Lane
is marked as ‘PASSAGE’ with Puddingbag Lane leading off of it. Watling Street
is to the right and Islington Road to the
left
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Towcester Tidy Up wins Award
Rotarian David Reed said, "Northamptonshire CPRE (Campaign
for the Protection of Rural England) approached every Parish and
Town Council in the County and asked them to nominate their
local Litterpicking Heroes and Towcester Town Council
nominated us.
"Out of the many nominations we were voted joint second and
we received a framed Certificate and a cheque which will go
towards more equipment.
#I would like to thank everyone who has volunteered in the past
for one of these twice a year litterpicking exercises as it is all
down to your dedication that the event is always successful and
now we have a Certificate to prove it.”


Photograph courtesy of James Rudd/www.aboutmyarea.co.uk/nn12
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A welcoming home serving the community,
expressing God’s love for everyone
Archaeological findings at the site of the proposed Tove Valley Centre
In accordance with a condition of the planning consent for the Tove Valley Centre site, which is adjacent to
the Shires Estate on Northampton Road in Towcester, a programme of archaeological works to assess the
site was carried out by Thames Valley Archaeological Services in March 2016. Topsoil and other overburden
from the proposed building area was moved from the planned building footprint and a number of features
were examined.
The fieldwork revealed a small unenclosed occupation site dating from the Middle Iron Age along with
elements of a probable Roman field system. The Iron Age deposits included a ring gully structure and pits
on the site provided radiocarbon dates of 327-204 BC. The Iron Age site was overlain by a rectilinear
arrangement of gullies tentatively dated to the Roman period. A digital version of the report will be
supplied to Northamptonshire County Archaeology service and copies of the results will be supplied to the
Northamptonshire HER and the OASIS project. For further details, contact TVC through our website.
So what is the Tove Valley Centre?
The Tove Valley Centre will be a place of worship for Tove Valley Baptist Fellowship as well as a Community
facility available for use by local groups. It is anticipated that building will be underway by early 2019.
Meanwhile, Tove Valley Baptist Fellowship will be holding a number of fundraising events. Do keep an eye
on the events page of the Tove Valley Centre website www.tovevalleycentre.co.uk for details.
You might like to join us for a Quiz Evening led by Quiz Master Hilary Aslett on Friday 11th November at 7.00
in the Pickwick Room, Saracens Hotel, Towcester. Come as a team (6 maximum), a couple or individual to
join in the fun. Tickets are available from Coleman's Stationers or via the Tove Valley Centre website. A chip
butty is included in the ticket price of £7.50 per person. Desserts, crafts and Christmas gifts will be on sale
during the evening.
Our thanks go to everyone who has supported previous events
We look forward to seeing you again
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Halloween Dinner – Friday October 28th
The Rotary Club of Towcester is delighted to inform you that on Friday October 28th
in Green’s Norton Village Hall they will be holding an International Friendship Evening
and dinner with the theme of Halloween!
Starting at 7.30 pm, there will be a three course meal followed by coffee and mints. Special dietary
requirements can be catered for, so please let us know when you book your tickets. As well as food,
there will be a licenced bar and a raffle; and after dinner, there will be live music and entertainment.
Price £25.00 per head and tickets are available from:
www.towcester-rotary.org.uk/shop; Colemans - 193 Watling Street, Towcester; telephone the box
office on 01327 353851 or email johnsidwick@towcester-rtary.org.uk
All monies raised from the evening will go towards charities funded by The Rotary Club of Towcester.
31

Birthday Celebration
90th90Birthday
Celebration
th

The front cover of the April 1997 edition of the Towcester Town
Crier shows Mayor Martin Johns with three Towcester couples
celebrating their Golden Weddings. Each of the brides, who
married in the same week, was working at the Saracen’s Head
at the time of their wedding.
th

One of those brides, Eileen Hayes, celebrated her 90 birthday
this September with a family lunch, hosted by The Saracen’s
Head.
Eileen was born in Creaton and her first job was as nanny to the
local vicar’s son. She later worked at Woolworth’s in
Northampton’s Gold Street and, during the Second World War,
contributed to the war effort as a munitions worker at
Kingsthorpe. As the war drew to a close, Eileen joined one of
her friends as a silver service waitress at The Saracen’s Head.
Her marriage to Jack has resulted in 5 children, 12 grandchildren, 20 great grandchildren and 6 great, great
grandchildren (correct at the time of going to press). The Town Crier congratulates Eileen on reaching this
significant milestone and wishes her well for the future.



Rotary
Young Musician Competition
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Forwards, Backwards and Now!

IN TOWCESTER

It is a challenge to make the time to reflect on what is happening in our own personal lives and the life
of the community in which we are privileged to live. To live for just a moment in the present – to take
time to stop and stare is a luxury few of us allow ourselves to indulge in.
Are we so driven by thinking about the future – forward planning whether it be for work or leisure in list
making, imagining different eventualities, making plans relating to study, careers and employment,
child care and care for the older generation that we fail to enjoy the present moment?
Looking back over the summer gloom, emphasised by the leaden and cloudy skies of July, the
anxiety and turbulence of post – Brexit as leaders of the government changed roles faster than we
could draw breath, we happily moved into the glorious time of the Olympics. Just for a moment we
could enjoy the present and bask in the reflected glory of the hard work, achievement and success of
athletes who opened our eyes to the sheer wonder and ability of the human body. It helped us to
rejoice and remember that God said “Let us make man in the image of God” (Genesis 1. v.26). The
Olympic Games opens our eyes to the sheer beauty and potential of all of us to accomplish and
achieve the best that we can be, through training and discipline and mutual support. Our spirits have
been lifted as we watched in amazement not just at the rising tally of British medals but the dedication
of so many different athletes coming together from so many nations in peaceful competition.
In November we make a purposeful time of remembering those who have made sacrifices for us and
quite rightly so, but soon we shall be caught up once again in the planning and preparation for
Christmas. A time when God brought peace and goodwill to the world.
As complex human beings we are bound to spend our time looking both forward and backwards. Can
we for a moment now draw strength from the God who made us in his image?
If we do just that, reflect on being made in God’s image, then we welcome the diversity of God which
includes our gender, our role whatever that might be, our disability and race. We are all made in
God’s image and are all part of the mystery of God. If we welcome the diversity of God then surely
we shall be less judgmental and friendlier to all in our community?
Psalm 139 reminds us that God understands our thoughts, God is omnipotent and in every part of our
lives. We are “fearfully and wonderfully made”. The act of birth and death are extraordinary and our
individuality and alikeness are to be enjoyed. Made in his image, we are made to reflect God’s glory
in his world so may we bring his love and mercy into every aspect of our lives past, future and
present.
Reverend Lulu Pelly, Churches Together in Towcester



Memorial Testing at Brackley Road Cemetery
Towcester Town Council will be engaging the services of local Stonemasons, L. P. Finn Memorials, to
test the safety of memorials in the Brackley Road Cemetery. This will be done by carrying out a simple
hand test to ensure each of the memorials is stable for the benefit of all visitors to the Cemetery.
Any memorial found to be unstable will be made safe and all possible steps taken to contact the
grave owner to request they arrange more permanent repairs.
The Town Council acknowledges the sensitive nature of the planned works and would urge residents
of Towcester, who have loved ones buried in the Cemetery, to check the headstone is stable prior to
commencement of the testing in early 2017
If you have any questions with respect to this matter, please telephone the Town Clerk on 01327
350995.
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Towcester Choral Society
Towcester Choral Society presents 'The Twelve Days of Christmas' at Towcester Town Hall
on Friday 16th and Saturday 17th December 2016. Music will, as always, be a wonderful
festive selection; definitely a must to get you in that Christmas mood. Tickets will be
available from tickets@towcesterchoralsociety.org.uk, or call Enid Rippon on 01327
353314. For information, please check our website www.towcesterchoralsociety.org.uk,
or our Facebook and Twitter pages Towcester Choral.


Night at the Dogs

Cllr David Tarbun, the current Town Mayor, will be hosting ‘A Night at the Dogs’ at Towcester Racecourse on
Saturday, 29th October. For £15.00 per person you are offered:•

A full programme of racing

•

A free £2 bet for each guest

•

A hot buffet meal

•

A race programme

•

Private bar

•

Exclusive viewing facilities

It promises to be a great night, with the proceeds being shared between Macmillan Nurses at Northampton General
Hospital and Towcester Scouts. As a group, we will be given a trap number on our arrival and, if our trap produces
the most winners on the night, a bonus contribution to the charities will be donated by Towcester Racecourse.
For further information, or to purchase tickets, please contact Cllr David Tarbun at dtarbun@gmail.com or 01327
353107.
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