Towcester
Town Crier
Issue 173

March / April 2018

Town Hall, Towcester

Towcester Town FC Tournament
Saturday 9th June 2018 & Sunday 10th June 2018
The annual tournament hosted by Towcester Town FC is taking
place on 9th and 10th June 2018 and will see in excess of 100
six-a-side teams from across Northamptonshire, Milton Keynes and
Oxfordshire taking part at the Recreation Ground, Islington Road,
Towcester.
The U6, U8, U10, U12, U14 and U16s matches will take place on
Saturday and this will be followed by the U7, U9, U11, U13 and
U15s on the Sunday. For the first time there will also be a specific
girls’ category, with U14 girls playing on Sunday. All age groups from
U9s upwards are competitive, with teams taking part in an initial
league match and then cup or plate competitions.
There will be an all-day BBQ offering breakfast rolls, burgers and
hotdogs, with further refreshments including sweets, teas, coffees
and cold drinks available throughout the tournament.

Lisa Samiotis, Chair of TTFC, said: “In 2017 we hosted 108 teams and the feedback was that the tournament is one of the best
across our local area. Our management team, coaches and volunteers work hard to ensure it is a success and, as a result, it is
always over-subscribed. It is a fantastic showcase for grassroots football, showing how it develops skills and moulds positive
attitudes among young players that they will carry with them as they progress and which they will benefit from in all aspects of
their lives.”
TTFC is solely run by volunteers and welcomes your support. If you are a local business that would like to learn more about
TTFC as it strives to improve and develop further, there are a number of sponsorship options available.
Please contact towcestertownfcchair@mail.com.
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A AWord
TownMayor
Mayor
Wordfrom
from the
the Town
Welcome to my first editorial of 2018. The past few months have been full of mixed emotions for me as Mayor,
celebrating both the good and the bad times.
On the positive side, the festive carol service on the market square reported a record number of attendees and
those flocking to the event on the last Thursday before Christmas witnessed great weather, great singing and a
great selection of readings from the children of Towcester. Likewise, the Alzheimer’s Society, one of my three
chosen charities, held their annual carol service at St. Lawrence Church for the first time. I’m pleased to confirm
they had a record number of attendees this year and the funds raised was threes time greater than for the same
event in held in Northampton in 2016.
However, since my last Town Crier editorial
the Town Council were informed of the sad
loss of former Mayor of Towcester, David
Linney, at the end of November. This was
particularly upsetting for me as it was David
who first introduced me to the idea of
becoming a Towcester Town Councillor,
and ultimately the Mayor of the town.
David and his wife Lynne lived in the town
for more than 30 years and it was only
relatively recently they had moved away
from Towcester. I was privileged to attend
his funeral before Christmas and then a
Service of Remembrance was held locally at
St. Lawrence Church, where he had been a
Warden. At both events the memories of
what a great man David had been to so
many people was clear for all to hear. His
laughter and ability to light up the
conversation with all those he came into
contact will remain with me as a treasured
memory for years to come.
In January, I was invited to attend the A5 Rangers annual dinner at The Saracens Head. As one of the longest
running clubs in the town, it was great to hear of all its achievements in 2017. Those who may be considering
getting fit in 2018, or looking for some great friendly banter, I can highly recommend the A5 Rangers.
As highlighted in the previous editions of the Crier, my end of year Charity Ball will be held at Whittlebury on 28th
April. The original location was to be at the Pavilion, but tickets have been selling so well we have had to move
the event to the larger venue of Whittlebury Golf Club, just opposite. I would encourage you to contact me on
07792 189022, or pop into the Towcester Tea Rooms, to secure your place if you wish to attend. A welcome
drink on arrival will be followed by a 3-course dinner, tea/coffee & mints and entertainment including Alvin the
ultimate Elvis Tribute and 2Tone, the Soul & Motown Party. With this event I am planning for a grand end of
year celebration that will add further to our fundraising total.
Until next time…
Cllr Sharon McMurray
Town Mayor of Towcester

“Immortality Is to Live Your Life Doing Good Things, And Leaving your Mark Behind’’
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OLD TOWCESTER 23 – CHOLERA AND HOUSING THE POOR
The Towcester cholera outbreak between August and October 1854 affected about 600 people, one in four of
the town‟s population of 2700. Of these the majority suffered from diarrhoea but 120 were classified as cholera
victims and of these 60 people died. Some of these were the nurses hired to attend the sick and wash their
soiled linen. Many families lost their wage earners and on one day 4 of the 5 funerals were of fathers whose loss
would have forced their families into real poverty. The outbreak affected some “Top End” properties but many
more were in the low lying “Bottom End” with poor housing and a few inefficient stone drains that had to be
cleared of accumulated black ooze to make them function properly. Sixty “Bottom End” cottages had no privies
and had to dump their full chamber pots into nearby ditches or on waste ground.

Clockwise from top left:
Photograph 23a – Plan of 1871 showing
new housing south of Brackley Road
erected for the Earl of Pomfret and
Thomas Ridgway between
1856 &
1870. „Park Street‟ is now Brackley
Road, „Back Lane‟ is Pomfret Road and
„Sawpit Lane‟ is Richmond Road.
Picture 23b – Albert Row circa 1910
Picture 23c – Terraced housing formerly
known as „Labourers‟ Cottages‟.

The Cholera outbreak brought to
the attention of the local gentry
some of the awful housing
conditions
that
many
of
Towcester‟s poor endured. The
Earl of Pomfret decided to do
something
about
this
and
commenced the demolition of the
rows of unhealthy cottages that
lined the south and east side of
the churchyard. He had erected a
new terrace of 12 houses known
as “Back Row” or “Pomfret Row”
on the field at the north end of
Plank House Lane (now Pomfret
Road) to rehouse some of the
families.
Although the Easton Neston Estate was of considerable value the Earl could not extract large amounts of money
as the estate was tied up by strict rules of inheritance and so was inhibited from building more. At this stage
Thomas Ridgway, the retired director of Ridgway‟s Tea Company, who lived at the north end of town at Elm
Lodge (later known as Bairstow‟s) stepped up and offered to spend £1000 on new cottages if the Earl would sell
him the land. Ridgway‟s objective was to improve the health and morals of the working class by providing them
with decent homes. He started with a row of 9 houses in Brackley Rd (nos. 48-64) in 1856. These were
designed by Northampton Architect E.F. Law and cost over £100 each. About 1858 he acquired some land
behind Pomfret Row on which he had constructed a new road parallel to Pomfret Road following the earthworks
of the Roman defences. The 12 houses he had erected were called “Queen‟s Terrace” and were set back so that
their foundations were dug into the Roman Bank rather than in the Roman ditch.
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Some years after he had built an “L” shaped terrace of 12 houses at the junction of the present Pomfret and
Richmond Roads which was called “Albert Row”. Shortly before 1870 he erected a terrace of 8 cottages known
as “Ridgway Cottages” or “Labourers‟ Row” on the opposite side of Pomfret Road to Albert Row. He wanted to
reduce costs so employed a local carpenter called Robert Owen to design and build them as plain as possible.
Each had a sitting room with a boarded floor, a kitchen with oven and boiler, 3 bedrooms (one of which had a
grate), a place outside for coals and a privy. A branch drain carried off waste water to the main drain. They
each cost about £85 including the land and let at 1s 10d (9p) a week inclusive of rates and taxes providing a net
return of about 5% at a time when railway stock was producing 7%.
These 41 buildings have survived for nearly 150 years providing accommodation for numerous families and
establishing Thomas Ridgway as one of the notable philanthropists of Victorian Towcester.
(Sources: Northampton Mercury, Northampton Herald, R Watkins “Notes on Cholera”, British Medical Journal,
vol. 2 October 1865)
Brian Giggins
Historic Towcester Survey

A welcoming home serving the community,
expressing God’s love for everyone


The Tove Valley Centre Project moves into the next phase
The Tove Valley Centre will be the home of Tove Valley Baptist Fellowship as well as a community facility
available for use by individuals, families, groups and organisations in and around Towcester. It is to be built on
the Northampton Road, Towcester, between the Shires development and the new Council car park. Construction
is expected to begin in early 2019.
Fundraising for the Tove Valley Centre has now reached the stage at which making applications to organisations
that offer grant funding can begin. This work will be carried out by our newly appointed Fundraising Administrator
who has a track record of successful applications for grant funding whilst working elsewhere within the Voluntary
Sector.
Funds that have been raised to date include monies from the sale of property previously owned by the Church,
regular and „one-off‟ donations as well as fundraising events and activities. We have been pleased to see so
many residents from Towcester and surrounding villages at our fundraising events over the past few years and
look forward to welcoming even more in 2018.
Our first event of 2018 is a Barn Dance, with music by „Apricot Pie‟ on Saturday 10 th March, 7.30pm at
Towcestrians Sports Club, Greens Norton Road, Towcester NN12 8AW. Tickets are £10 and include a
Ploughman‟s Supper, available now from Colemans Stationers in Towcester or via our website
www.tovevalleycentre.co.uk. There will also be an auction of various items on the night. A Licensed Bar and onsite parking will be available.
Further events for 2018 include a Quiz Night with Quizmaster Hilary Aslett on Friday 11 th May and music of the
60‟s and 70‟s by „Fynnius Fogg‟ on Saturday 13th October. Additionally, you can visit Rosemary and Muriel on
the 4th Friday of each month at Towcester Town Hall‟s Table Top Sales and grab yourself a bargain.
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Poppy Cascade 2018
Poppy Cascade 2018

Towcester Evening WI has joined with the Royal British Legion (Towcester Branch), St. Lawrence Church and the SNVB
School of Life project to plan a Cascade of Poppies at the Remembrance Garden to mark the end of the WW1
Commemorations in November.
Our aim is to get as many community groups as we can to be
involved in making poppies in various mediums to attach to a roll
of material obtained from the Poppy Factory. The WI craft group
has already started on this project and we have approached local
schools and other local youth groups to come on-board but we
would like to involve as many diverse groups as we can from our
community. Whatever age you are, we are sure that you will
have something to offer this project. Whether you are an
individual, or are involved in a local community group, we would
love to hear from you should you like to know more about this
project.
Contact details:Sue Hamilton, Towcester Evening WI
Tel. 01327 350822
suehamilton8487@gmail.com
towcesterwi@gmail.com
David Reed, Royal British Legion
Tel. 01327 352414
dreedsfm@sky.com
Revd Ben Phillips, St Lawrence Church
Tel. 01327 350459
office@tovebenefice.co.uk
Karen Bricknell, School of Life
Tel. 01327 358264
karen@snvb.org.uk
South Northamptonshire Arts Trail
6th – 14th October 2018


- Call for Artists -

dŚĞ^ŽƵƚŚEŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶƐŚŝƌĞŶŶƵĂůƌƚdƌĂŝůĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞƐƚŽŐŽĨƌŽŵƐƚƌĞŶŐƚŚƚŽƐƚƌĞŶŐƚŚĂŶĚǁĞĂƌĞƉůĞĂƐĞĚƚŽĂŶŶŽƵŶĐĞƚŚĞĚĂƚĞĨŽƌKĐƚŽďĞƌ
ƚŚŝƐǇĞĂƌ͘


>ĂƐƚǇĞĂƌŽǀĞƌϱϬĂƌƚŝƐƚƐĂŶĚŵĂŬĞƌƐǁŽƌŬŝŶŐŝŶĂŵƵůƚŝƚƵĚĞŽĨĚŝĨĨĞƌĞŶƚŵĞĚŝƵŵƐŽƉĞŶĞĚƚŚĞŝƌƐƚƵĚŝŽƐƚŽƚŚĞƉƵďůŝĐŽƌĞǆŚŝďŝƚĞĚƚŚĞŝƌǁŽƌŬĂƚ
ƚŚ
ƚŚ
ǀĂƌŝŽƵƐǀĞŶƵĞƐĂĐƌŽƐƐ^ŽƵƚŚEŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶƐŚŝƌĞ͘dŚŝƐǁŝůůŚĂƉƉĞŶĂŐĂŝŶĨƌŽŵ^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇϲ –^ƵŶĚĂǇϭϰ KĐƚŽďĞƌϮϬϭϴǁŝƚŚĞǀĞŶŵŽƌĞĂƌƚŝƐƚƐ
ǁŚŽƐĞǁŽƌŬǇŽƵĐĂŶĞŶũŽǇĂŶĚƐĞĞĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƚĞĚ͘


/ĨǇŽƵĂƌĞĂŶĂƌƚŝƐƚůŝǀŝŶŐŽƌǁŽƌŬŝŶŐŝŶ^ŽƵƚŚEŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶƐŚŝƌĞǁŚŽǁŽƵůĚůŝŬĞƚŽƐŚŽǁǇŽƵƌǁŽƌŬŽŶƚŚĞ^EdƌĂŝůŝŶ
KĐƚŽďĞƌƚŚĞŶĚŽĐŽŶƚĂĐƚƵƐ͘ůƐŽ͕ŽƵƌĂƌƚŝƐƚƐĂƌĞĂůǁĂǇƐůŽŽŬŝŶŐĨŽƌŶĞǁǀĞŶƵĞƐƚŽĚŝƐƉůĂǇƚŚĞŝƌǁŽƌŬĚƵƌŝŶŐƚŚŝƐǁĞĞŬ͕ƐŽ
ŝĨǇŽƵŚĂǀĞĂƐƉĂĐĞǇŽƵƚŚŝŶŬǁĞĐŽƵůĚƵƐĞƚŚĞŶƉůĞĂƐĞůĞƚƵƐŬŶŽǁ͘KƵƌĚĞƚĂŝůƐĂƌĞĂƚƚŚĞĞŶĚŽĨƚŚŝƐĂƌƚŝĐůĞ͘


dŚĞďƌŽĐŚƵƌĞůŝƐƚŝŶŐƚŚĞĂƌƚŝƐƚƐĂŶĚǁŝƚŚĂŵĂƉŝŶĚŝĐĂƚŝŶŐƚŚĞǀĞŶƵĞƐǁŝůůďĞĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞĂƚdŚĞ&ŽƌƵŵ͕ůŝďƌĂƌŝĞƐ͕ŐĂůůĞƌŝĞƐ͕
ƐŚŽƉƐ͕ĂŶĚƌĞƐƚĂƵƌĂŶƚƐĂĐƌŽƐƐƚŚŝƐĂŶĚŶĞŝŐŚďŽƵƌŝŶŐĐŽƵŶƚŝĞƐŝŶ^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ͘


'Ğƚ ŝŶ ƚŽƵĐŚ ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ ŽƵƌ ǁĞďƐŝƚĞ Ăƚ͗ ǁǁǁ͘ĂƌƚƐͲƐŶ͘ŽƌŐ͘ƵŬ Žƌ ĞŵĂŝů ƚŽ͗ ƐŽƵƚŚŶŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶƐŚŝƌĞĂƌƚƐΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ͘  Kƌ ĨŽƌ
ůŝǀĞůǇŝŶƚĞƌĂĐƚŝŽŶǀŝƐŝƚŽƵƌ&ĂĐĞďŽŽŬƉĂŐĞ͗^ŽƵƚŚEŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶƐŚŝƌĞƌƚƐͲŚƚƚƉƐ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ĨĂĐĞďŽŽŬ͘ĐŽŵͬĂƌƚƐ͘ƐŶͬ

9

NEWS
News and Publishing, Police HQ, Wootton Hall,
Northampton, NN4 0JQ
Tel: 03000 111 222 ext 341063; email:
news@northants.pnn.police.uk

Police relaunch free message alert system to help keep communities safe –
sign up today!
Northamptonshire Police has relaunched a free message alert system, to help people living and
working in Northamptonshire be much better informed about crime and police activity in their local
area, and help keep their communities safe.
The messaging service, called Northamptonshire Neighbourhood Alert (formerly known as Community
Connect), now has greater functionality than previously, allowing frontline police officers to send alert
messages direct from their mobile devices to thousands of local people. They will be able to do this in
real-time while they are out and about policing the county.
The alert service is free and simple to activate by registering at;
www.northamptonshireneighbourhoodalert.co.uk
It is available to anyone living or working in Northamptonshire.
After signing up to the messaging system, people will receive regular alerts from Northamptonshire
Police, Neighbourhood Watch and other partner organisations, keeping them up to date and
informed about crime and issues relevant to them and the area where they live or work.
Alerts are received either by email, text message or voice message – whichever suits. People will also
be given the option of what they want to receive alerts about, and how often – you will only receive
messages about topics that you have selected.
Chief Inspector Lara Alexander-Lloyd said: “Our communities play a crucial part in helping us prevent
and detect crime and anti-social behaviour. Police officers and PCSOs will be regularly sending out
message alerts via Northamptonshire Neighbourhood Alert, appealing for help, highlighting suspicious
activity, offering crime prevention advice, and keeping people up to date about general police work
and safety events.
“This re-launched community messaging tool means we can now do this in real time, with officers
sending out alerts via mobile devices while they are still out on patrol. This allows information to be
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shared really quickly and much more directly with the public about crime and activity in their specific
locality, helping us to involve and protect the community much more.
“If for example, there has been a spate of distraction burglaries in a particular district or an increase in
vehicle crime, we can tell people immediately. So they can better protect themselves and be more
alert to any potential threats and risks. We can also very quickly share descriptions of suspects or
appeal for witnesses – giving us a greater chance of arrest.
“We already have more than 10,000 people signed up to the alert system and we want many, many
more to register and receive information from Northamptonshire Police and our partners. By working
together, we can make Northamptonshire a safer place to live and work and help to protect people
from harm.”
Signing up to the messaging service is really simple and quick. The alert system is completely secure
and registration is free. To register with Northamptonshire Neighbourhood Alert visit
www.Northamptonshireneighbourhoodalert.co.uk.



VOLUNTARY DRIVERS ARE URGENTLY REQUIRED TO HELP MAINTAIN OUR CURRENT LEVEL
OF SERVICE AND HELP DEAL WITH THE INCREASING NEEDS OF RESIDENTS FOR THIS SERVICE

TADD is the Towcester area`s voluntary transport service, transporting people for over 37 years to and from their
health-related appointments. We now undertake over 7000 return journeys per year for nearly 900 residents who
are members of TADD.
Our „aging population‟ in South Northants now results in 300 of our members having had their 85th Birthday.
TADD is totally dependent upon residents prepared to help as Volunteer Drivers and without their assistance it
would be ultimately be unable to provide the service.
Whether you can spare an hour or so once a week, once a fortnight or a couple of times a month, there are
always appointments to suit your availability. Volunteer drivers are paid their mileage costs (45p per mile in
accordance with HMRC rules) and your car insurance premiums should not be affected.
If you are able to help, please contact TADD on 01327 810300 (9.00am to 1.00pm) or by email at
tadd@btconnect.com.
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TOWCESTER & DISTRICT
LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Every year brings fresh projects for the Society and the 2018 focus has to go back 100 years to the final
days of the First World War, started in 1914 and ended with the beginning of the armistice on 11th
November 1918 – and the guns falling silent at the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month.
By coincidence Remembrance Sunday this year falls on 11th November and the packed service at St.
Lawrence Parish Church will begin, as usual, at 11am. An extra event to pay tribute to all from Towcester
who died in the conflict is planned for that day, with the Society very much involved.
The World War One Commemoration Committee for the area will be working with the Towcester British
Legion, the Society and several other organisations to present a memorable tribute. Watch out for details of
other events through the year building to the war‟s end.
Below you will find the Society‟s programme of talks over the next few months and the appetites of
members should be whetted at the April meeting by a talk about Anne Hathaway‟s Cottage and the other
Stratford-upon-Avon homes of William Shakespeare and his family.
In July this year, the Society‟s annual outing will be to Stratford including a tour of Hathaway‟s Cottage. It is
possible there might be spare places on the coach, so anyone interested could leave their details on one of
the contact numbers below.

A PROGRAMME PACKED WITH VARIETY
Wednesday 11th April
Shakespeare’s Houses
Paul Hatfield
Paul is manager of Anne Hathaway‟s Cottage and Garden in Stratford-upon-Avon. His talk will cover all of
Shakespeare‟s family homes as well as the 1964 Shakespeare Centre. There will be particular focus on
Hathaway‟s with a photographic and historical tour.
Wednesday 9th May
Factory Life in the Boot and Shoe Industry
Ruth Thomas
Ruth returns to bring us another insight into local history, this time looking at the development of shoe
manufacturing in Northampton from the medieval period, and a small cottage industry of hand-sewing men,
through to a factory industry employing thousands and dominating every aspect of the town.
Wednesday June 13th
The Phipps Brewery
Alaric Neville
Alaric was an accountant with an interest in real ale. So big was his interest that he personally bought the
Phipps Brewery and gave up his job to run the business. He will tell the story of this historic brand, which
started life in Towcester in 1801.
Wednesday 11th July
Summer meeting
This is still in the planning stage but will be a party-time event with local history mixed in. Plus the usual
blend of buffet, drinks, quiz and raffle.
Meetings are held at the Riverside Resource Centre in Islington Road, Towcester, at 7.30pm. There
is a fee of £2 for non-members. For enquiries please contact David Wilcock on 01327 351782 or
John Morris on 07725 839795.
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Towcester Writers' Group
We are a small, friendly group of aspiring writers. Our abilities are very mixed and we offer a warm welcome to
newcomers. You can see up to date news about our activities on Facebook at:
https://www.facebook.com/TowcesterWriters
Our informal meetings are held in Towcester Library at the Forum on the third Wednesday of every Month from 7.30
to 9.30. We look forward to meeting you;
Here is a piece submitted by one of our members:

REFUGEES©
by Geoffrey Iley
They stood on the hillside and looked back on the small town, its dusty streets teeming with people
returning to their homes at the end of the working day. Soon they would be gathering for family meals in the cool
of the evening. Little did they know that the soldiers were coming, cold hearted brutes intent on slaughter and the
destruction of innocent lives with cold steel. In just a few hours, well before dawn, there would be blood in those
streets and in the humble homes clustered around the marketplace.
This couple with their newborn baby had been so very lucky. Last night the man had had the most terrible
nightmare. Its images of blood and carnage had frightened him badly, but he had said nothing to his young wife. But
then, early in the afternoon, he had paused beside a stall in the market. There, he overheard two soldiers arguing,
the older one trying to persuade his junior colleague to obey orders. The youngster was prepared to desert because
their company had been told to seal off the town at nightfall. That would make way for teams of killers with a
deadly mission. The young soldier shook his head angrily; he had friends among the local people. He broke away and
ran off to warn the townsfolk. The veteran shouted to another soldier and together they chased him into a blind
alley. When the man saw them bring the youngster down and drag his lifeless body away, he hurried back to his
wife and child as fast as he could.
That had happened more than two hours ago. Now the couple had reached the foothills of the
uninhabited region behind the town. It was the safest way to escape; few travellers came this way. If they had
taken the main road there would have been the danger of pursuit and capture. Their track was step and stony but
they had got the sure-footed donkey to carry their few possessions  food, clothing and the man's toolbox  and
when she felt tired, the woman could ride with the child too.
As the track climbed higher it turned cool, a welcome relief after the heat of the day. When night fell, it
grew cold and the man made a fire. The woman fed the baby and they slept beneath the stars under woollen
blankets. They were safe for now, but sleep was fitful and troubled; the man thought he could hear distant screams
and held his wife closer.
In the morning they woke with the dawn and continued on their way, gradually turning south and west.
After a few days they caught glimpses of the sea through the heat haze in distance. Then they came to a village
where the inhabitants spoke with a strong local accent. Here, on a main highway that crossed their track, a few
other people, traders mostly, were travelling back and forth between the coast and the cities inland. While buying
provisions, the man heard them telling terrible stories about the massacre in the town they had left behind. He told
his wife a milder version of the story. She gasped and clutched the baby tighter.
As their journey to safety continued day after day, they met no other travellers, just the occasional
smallholder or shepherd. Eventually their track led into a large settlement, where they noticed a soldier with an
unfamiliar uniform, quite different from those worn by those others they had left behind. The people dressed
differently too and spoke a dialect he found difficult to understand. The man asked a stallholder in the market the
name of the village; his answer made him laugh aloud. Rushing back to his wife, he lifted her from the donkey's
back and swung her round as she clung to the sleeping child.
'We're safe my darling! We've crossed the border into another country. Those murderers can't reach us
here. It's time to celebrate!'
His wife hugged him to her, weeping tears of relief. Then she pulled away and smiled happily. 'Yes my
darling, we'll have our own little party. But please don't get too excited, my love. I don't want you waking Jesus.'
--0--
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Nicholas Hawksmoor Primary School wins prestigious national school sport accolade
A Towcester school has become one of the first schools in England to win a new national award for making a
commitment to develop its students to be the best they can be in competitive school sport.
Nicholas Hawksmoor was one of only two schools in Northamptonshire and 104 schools in the country to receive
the special School Games Platinum Award. The Award is part of the School Games Mark, a government led
awards scheme launched in 2012 and administered by national charity the Youth Sport Trust, which had close to
9,000 applicants this year. Its aim is to reward schools for a commitment to the development of competition
across schools and into the community.
Participating in this process allows schools to evaluate their PE provision, grading them either bronze, silver or
gold, and assists schools in developing an action plan for future progress. The Platinum Award is the new fourth
level of the award scheme, introduced earlier this year to celebrate schools who had shown consistently highlevels of enthusiasm and commitment to school sport. Applications are only open to those schools who achieved
five successive gold awards.
To achieve the gold award a school must meet a certain set of criteria, which includes engaging a high
percentage of young people in both curricular and extracurricular activities, participating in a minimum number of
competitions across different sports, and reaching out to target groups including young leaders, volunteers, and
those previously identified as the school‟s least-active pupils.
Andrea Curtis, Head teacher, said: “We‟re thrilled. This is a great achievement for the school and is testimony to
our dedication to giving pupils a wide range of competitive and inclusive sporting opportunities. Beyond being
active, Sport makes such a powerful all round contribution to the personal and social dimensions of children‟s
development.”
Ali Oliver, Chief Executive of the Youth
Sport Trust, said: “We are pleased to
introduce the new Platinum Award this
year to give these exemplary schools
the recognition which they deserve.
We are extremely proud of all our
award winners for the passion which
they have shown towards the School
Games and their dedication to
providing opportunities for all young
people to take part in competitive
school sport.”
“At a time when young people are
becoming less healthy and less active,
the
School
Games
provides
opportunities for millions across the
country to participate in sport and reap
the benefits of an active lifestyle both
on and off the field. Schools like
Nicholas Hawksmoor are really leading
the way.”
All Platinum Awards will be valid for
two years and successful applicants
will not be required to apply again in
2018. The school will have the
opportunity to maintain their Platinum
Award when next applying in summer
2019.
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Afﬁliated to the British Heart Foundation

Our friendly and informal group is open to anyone living in the Towcester area who
has a heart condition, their family members or carers, and for parents of children
with a heart condition.
We meet on the 3rd Thursday of the month
at the Chantry House, Market Square,Towcester NN12 6BT
7:00pm - 8:30pm - (£2 entrance fee)
15th March – Talk & demo, Yoga relaxation techniques
19th April – Annual General Meeting, all welcome
Every ‘First Tuesday’
30-40 minute Health Walks,
7pm, start and end under the arch at the Saracen’s Head,
Towcester, no need to book ahead.
For any enquiries, please contact Annie: 07554 150870 - annieharris2001@aol.com

Signs of Spring…..............................................................................

Thank you to Mr Peter Kelly for
sending in this lovely photograph,
a little reminder that spring is just
around the corner. Ironically, at
the time of going to print, we are
being promised 20cm of snow!
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News from the Town Council…
Play Equipment
News
from the Town Council…

As referred to in the December 2017 issue of the Town Crier, the Town Council has now approved proposals for
WůĂǇƋƵŝƉŵĞŶƚ
replacement of the outdated adventure playground equipment on the Belle Baulk open area. The new equipment will
ƐƌĞĨĞƌƌĞĚƚŽŝŶƚŚĞĞĐĞŵďĞƌϮϬϭϳŝƐƐƵĞŽĨƚŚĞdŽǁŶƌŝĞƌ͕ƚŚĞdŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝůŚĂƐŶŽǁĂƉƉƌŽǀĞĚƉƌŽƉŽƐĂůƐĨŽƌƌĞƉůĂĐĞŵĞŶƚŽĨ
comprise a trim trail and small cluster of outdoor fitness equipment, as outlined in the plan shown below, and is designed
ƚŚĞŽƵƚĚĂƚĞĚĂĚǀĞŶƚƵƌĞƉůĂǇŐƌŽƵŶĚĞƋƵŝƉŵĞŶƚŽŶƚŚĞĞůůĞĂƵůŬŽƉĞŶĂƌĞĂ͘dŚĞŶĞǁĞƋƵŝƉŵĞŶƚǁŝůůĐŽŵƉƌŝƐĞĂƚƌŝŵƚƌĂŝůĂŶĚ
for use by ages 13+ years. The Council gave careful consideration to the type of equipment best suited for the setting and
ƐŵĂůůĐůƵƐƚĞƌŽĨŽƵƚĚŽŽƌĨŝƚŶĞƐƐĞƋƵŝƉŵĞŶƚ͕ĂƐŽƵƚůŝŶĞĚŝŶƚŚĞƉůĂŶƐŚŽǁŶďĞůŽǁ͕ĂŶĚŝƐĚĞƐŝŐŶĞĚĨŽƌƵƐĞďǇĂŐĞƐϭϯнǇĞĂƌƐ͘dŚĞ
hope it will prove a popular choice with those who regularly walk and jog around this part of Towcester.
ŽƵŶĐŝůŐĂǀĞĐĂƌĞĨƵůĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĂƚŝŽŶƚŽƚŚĞƚǇƉĞŽĨĞƋƵŝƉŵĞŶƚďĞƐƚƐƵŝƚĞĚĨŽƌ ƚŚĞƐĞƚƚŝŶŐĂŶĚŚŽƉĞŝƚǁŝůůƉƌŽǀĞĂƉŽƉƵůĂƌĐŚŽŝĐĞ
ǁŝƚŚƚŚŽƐĞǁŚŽƌĞŐƵůĂƌůǇǁĂůŬĂŶĚũŽŐĂƌŽƵŶĚƚŚŝƐƉĂƌƚŽĨdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͘


In addition to the new equipment on Belle Baulk, the annual ROSPA report, carried out earlier this year, identified items of
equipment in need of replacement, which include the large climbing unit in the Recreation Ground play area. As shown in
/Ŷ ĂĚĚŝƚŝŽŶ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ŶĞǁ ĞƋƵŝƉŵĞŶƚ ŽŶ ĞůůĞ ĂƵůŬ͕ ƚŚĞ ĂŶŶƵĂů ZK^W ƌĞƉŽƌƚ͕ ĐĂƌƌŝĞĚ ŽƵƚ ĞĂƌůŝĞƌ ƚŚŝƐ ǇĞĂƌ͕ ŝĚĞŶƚŝĨŝĞĚ ŝƚĞŵƐ ŽĨ
the plan below, a new climbing unit and inclusive roundabout will be installed on an increased area of safety surface, and a
ĞƋƵŝƉŵĞŶƚŝŶŶĞĞĚŽĨƌĞƉůĂĐĞŵĞŶƚ͕ǁŚŝĐŚŝŶĐůƵĚĞƚŚĞůĂƌŐĞĐůŝŵďŝŶŐƵŶŝƚŝŶƚŚĞZĞĐƌĞĂƚŝŽŶ'ƌŽƵŶĚƉůĂǇĂƌĞĂ͘ ƐƐŚŽǁŶŝŶƚŚĞ
regular swing seat will be replaced with one which is also suitable for use by children with disabilities.
ƉůĂŶďĞůŽǁ͕ĂŶĞǁĐůŝŵďŝŶŐƵŶŝƚĂŶĚŝŶĐůƵƐŝǀĞƌŽƵŶĚĂďŽƵƚǁŝůůďĞŝŶƐƚĂůůĞĚŽŶĂŶŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞĚĂƌĞĂŽĨƐĂĨĞƚǇƐƵƌĨĂĐĞ͕ĂŶĚĂƌĞŐƵůĂƌ
ƐǁŝŶŐƐĞĂƚǁŝůůďĞƌĞƉůĂĐĞĚǁŝƚŚŽŶĞǁŚŝĐŚŝƐĂůƐŽƐƵŝƚĂďůĞĨŽƌƵƐĞďǇĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶǁŝƚŚĚŝƐĂďŝůŝƚŝĞƐ͘


All of the new equipment is scheduled to be installed after the school Easter holidays.
ůůŽĨƚŚĞŶĞǁĞƋƵŝƉŵĞŶƚŝƐƐĐŚĞĚƵůĞĚƚŽďĞŝŶƐƚĂůůĞĚĂĨƚĞƌƚŚĞƐĐŚŽŽůĂƐƚĞƌŚŽůŝĚĂǇƐ͘
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Recreation Ground bridge
The Town Council acknowledges resident’s frustration at the length of time it’s taking to arrange installation of the new
ZĞĐƌĞĂƚŝŽŶ'ƌŽƵŶĚďƌŝĚŐĞ
footbridge
between
the Recreation
Ground
and Waitrose.
the end
of January,
the to
Town
Council
receivedŽĨ
planning
The
Town Council
acknowledges
resident’s
frustration
at theAtlength
of time
it’s taking
ĂƌƌĂŶŐĞ
ŝŶƐƚĂůůĂƚŝŽŶ
ƚŚĞ ŶĞǁ
consent
from
South
Northamptonshire
Council
to
proceed
and
the
new
bridge
is
now
being
fabricated.
I
hope
by
the
next
ĨŽŽƚďƌŝĚŐĞďĞƚǁĞĞŶƚŚĞZĞĐƌĞĂƚŝŽŶ'ƌŽƵŶĚĂŶĚtĂŝƚƌŽƐĞ͘ƚƚŚĞĞŶĚŽĨ:ĂŶƵĂƌǇ͕ƚŚĞdŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝůƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐĐŽŶƐĞŶƚ
issue
of
the
Town
Crier,
due
out
in
May,
I
will
at
least
be
able
to
confirm
when
the
new
bridge
will
be
installed.
ĨƌŽŵ^ŽƵƚŚEŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶƐŚŝƌĞŽƵŶĐŝůƚŽƉƌŽĐĞĞĚĂŶĚƚŚĞŶĞǁďƌŝĚŐĞŝƐŶŽǁďĞŝŶŐĨĂďƌŝĐĂƚĞĚ͘/ŚŽƉĞďǇƚŚĞŶĞǆƚŝƐƐƵĞŽĨƚŚĞ
dŽǁŶƌŝĞƌ͕ĚƵĞŽƵƚŝŶDĂǇ͕/ǁŝůůĂƚůĞĂƐƚďĞĂďůĞƚŽĐŽŶĨŝƌŵǁŚĞŶƚŚĞŶĞǁďƌŝĚŐĞǁŝůůďĞŝŶƐƚĂůůĞĚ͘
 Staff Vacancies
^ƚĂĨĨsĂĐĂŶĐŝĞƐ
The Town Council is delighted to announce the appointment of Elizabeth Bucklow-Holt, who joined the authority in the
dŚĞdŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝůŝƐĚĞůŝŐŚƚĞĚƚŽĂŶŶŽƵŶĐĞƚŚĞĂƉƉŽŝŶƚŵĞŶƚŽĨůŝǌĂďĞƚŚƵĐŬůŽǁͲ,Žůƚ͕ǁŚŽũŽŝŶĞĚƚŚĞĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƚǇŝŶƚŚĞƌŽůĞŽĨ
role of Administrative Assistant in February and is settling in extremely well. A second post for an Assistant to the Town
ĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƚŝǀĞƐƐŝƐƚĂŶƚŝŶ&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇĂŶĚŝƐƐĞƚƚůŝŶŐŝŶĞǆƚƌĞŵĞůǇǁĞůů͘ƐĞĐŽŶĚƉŽƐƚĨŽƌĂŶƐƐŝƐƚĂŶƚƚŽƚŚĞdŽǁŶůĞƌŬǁŝůůďĞ
Clerk will be advertised in the coming weeks. Details of this will be posted on the Town Council’s website, social media
ĂĚǀĞƌƚŝƐĞĚŝŶƚŚĞĐŽŵŝŶŐǁĞĞŬƐ͘ĞƚĂŝůƐŽĨƚŚŝƐǁŝůůďĞƉŽƐƚĞĚon
and advertised via South Northamptonshire Council’s Job Club.the Town Council’s website,ƐŽĐŝĂůŵĞĚŝĂĂŶĚĂĚǀĞƌƚŝƐĞĚǀŝĂ
South Northamptonshire Council’s Job Club͘
Councillor
Vacancies
Councillor
Vacancies
The
Town
Council
now has three Councillor vacancies, all on Brook Ward, Towcester. If you think you may be
dŚĞdŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝůŶŽǁŚĂƐƚŚƌĞĞŽƵŶĐŝůůŽƌǀĂĐĂŶĐŝĞƐ͕ĂůůŽŶƌŽŽŬtĂƌĚ͕dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͘/ĨǇŽƵƚŚŝŶŬǇŽƵŵĂǇďĞŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚĞĚ͕
ĂŶĚ
interested,
and
would
like further ŽŶ
information
theĂrole
of a Town
Councillor,
please
email
thedŽǁŶ
Town Clerk,
ǁŽƵůĚ ůŝŬĞ ĨƵƌƚŚĞƌ ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ
ƚŚĞ ƌŽůĞonŽĨ
dŽǁŶ
ŽƵŶĐŝůůŽƌ͕
ƚŚĞŶthen
ƉůĞĂƐĞ
ĞŵĂŝů
ƚŚĞ
ůĞƌŬ͕ Elizabeth
ůŝǌĂďĞƚŚonŽŶ
towncouncil@towcester-tc.gov.uk.
ƚŽǁŶĐŽƵŶĐŝůΛƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌͲƚĐ͘ŐŽǀ͘ƵŬ͘


Works scheduled on the A5, Watling Street
tŽƌŬƐƐĐŚĞĚƵůĞĚŽŶƚŚĞϱ͕tĂƚůŝŶŐ^ƚƌĞĞƚ
Members of the Town Council recently met with representatives from Highways England and its Contractors, Kier, to learn
DĞŵďĞƌƐŽĨƚŚĞdŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝůƌĞĐĞŶƚůǇŵĞƚǁŝƚŚƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƚŝǀĞƐĨƌŽŵ,ŝŐŚǁĂǇƐŶŐůĂŶĚĂŶĚŝƚƐŽŶƚƌĂĐƚŽƌƐ͕<ŝĞƌ͕ƚŽůĞĂƌŶĂďŽƵƚ
about drainage improvement works and carriageway resurfacing works due to commence on the A5 town centre later
ĚƌĂŝŶĂŐĞŝŵƉƌŽǀĞŵĞŶƚǁŽƌŬƐĂŶĚĐĂƌƌŝĂŐĞǁĂǇƌĞƐƵƌĨĂĐŝŶŐǁŽƌŬƐĚƵĞƚŽĐŽŵŵĞŶĐĞŽŶƚŚĞϱƚŽǁŶĐĞŶƚƌĞůĂƚĞƌƚŚŝƐǇĞĂƌ͘dŚĞ
this year. The Council is currently awaiting further information on the scope and scheduling of the works and will publish
ŽƵŶĐŝůŝƐĐƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇĂǁĂŝƚŝŶŐĨƵƌƚŚĞƌŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶŽŶƚŚĞƐĐŽƉĞĂŶĚƐĐŚĞĚƵůŝŶŐŽĨƚŚĞǁŽƌŬƐĂŶĚǁŝůůƉƵďůŝƐŚƚŚŝƐĂƚƚŚĞĞĂƌůŝĞƐƚ
this at the earliest opportunity.
ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ͘


>ŽĐĂů/ŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ
Local Information
dŚĞdŽǁŶůĞƌŬŚĂƐƌĞĐĞŶƚůǇďĞĞŶĂƐŬĞĚƚŽĐƌĞĂƚĞĂƐŚŽƌƚĚŝƌĞĐƚŽƌǇŽĨƵƐĞĨƵůŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶŝŶƚŚĞdŽǁŶƌŝĞƌ͕ŝ͘Ğ͘ĚĞƚĂŝůƐŽĨƚŚĞďƵƐ
The Town Clerk has recently been asked to create a short directory of useful information in the Town Crier, i.e. details of
ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐĨŽƌdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͕ǁŚĞƌĞƚŚĞĞůĞĐƚƌŝĐĐĂƌĐŚĂƌŐŝŶŐƉŽŝŶƚƐĂŶĚĂƵƚŽŵĂƚĞĚĞǆƚĞƌŶĂůĚĞĨŝďƌŝůůĂƚŽƌƐ;ƐͿĂƌĞƐŝƚĞĚĞƚĐ͘dŚŝƐǁŝůů
the bus services for Towcester, where the electric car charging points and automated external defibrillators (AEDs) are
ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞŝŶƚŚĞŶĞǆƚŝƐƐƵĞƐŽŝĨǇŽƵĐĂŶƚŚŝŶŬŽĨĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐƚŚĂƚƐŚŽƵůĚďĞŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ͕ƉůĞĂƐĞůĞƚƚŚĞůĞƌŬŬŶŽǁ͘dŚĞĚĞĂĚůŝŶĞĨŽƌƚŚĞ
sited etc. ThisƐƚ will feature in the next issue so if you can think of anything that should be included, please let the Clerk
DĂƌĐŚϮϬϭϴ͘
DĂǇŝƐƐƵĞŝƐϯϭ
know. The deadline
for the May issue is 31st March 2018.


dŽǀĞtĞƚůĂŶĚWŽĐŬĞƚWĂƌŬ–ŽĂƌĚǁĂůŬhƉĚĂƚĞ
Tove Wetland Pocket Park – Boardwalk Update

As we enter a new year, the pocket park volunteers were pleased to complete the latest improvement for the public, a
new boardwalk to allow wheelchair and pushchair access tothe dipping platform on the balance lake. It was a cold, and
often muddy, series of working parties, with invaluable help from
 willing volunteers, that enabled the team to complete this
structure. The pocket park committee are always on the look
 out for additional help too. We need assistance in helping
manage the park, not always through performing the manual work, but also to join the committee to help decide on future

projects and ideas to move the park forward.

If anybody is interested in joining the committee, we only meet once every 2-3 months so it isn’t a huge
commitment, and we would welcome the additional support. Please get in touch with Nick Holder at
nickholder@btinternet.com, or on 07729 239810, for further information.
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Towcester Primary School calls out for
votes to bag a share of Tesco’s bag fund
Towcester Primary School is bidding to bag a donation from the Tesco Bags of Help initiative. Tesco teamed up with
Groundwork to launch its community funding scheme, which sees grants of up to £4,000, raised from carrier bag
sales in Tesco stores awarded to local community projects. Three groups in every Tesco region have been
shortlisted to receive the award and shoppers are being invited to head along to Tesco stores to vote.
Towcester Primary School is one of the groups on the shortlist for voting throughout March and April. The school has
requested the money to open the ‘Towcester Primary Community Kitchen’. This will be an Inter-generational Café,
run by pupils from the school, for the Community, to come together to relax, socialise and learn from each other,
with a focus on the older generation.
The school hopes to open the Café this Summer; inviting residents from day centres and different community groups
in Towcester. The business will be managed, led and operated by the children of Towcester Primary School. Miss
White, the Deputy Head Teacher, believes ‘the children will develop invaluable skills from working in or running the
business such as; fundamental social skills and self-confidence through serving customers. As well as the skills
required for future employment.’ The school is thrilled to have Tesco’s support for their project and are proud to
be able to offer their children and community this opportunity.
Voting is open in all Tesco stores throughout March and April. Customers cast their vote using a token given to them
at the check-out in store each time they shop. Please support this new community venture to enhance the learning
opportunities for our next generation.
Thank you.

Towcester Wildlife Trust Group
Winter/Spring Meeting/Events Programme

All meetings will be at Towcester Mill (unless stated otherwise) starting at 7.00pm. Donations of £2 will be
gratefully received. Under 16s are free entry

Monday 19th March 2018

Talk on The work of the Woodland Trust

Peter Ballantine will be giving an illustrated talk on how the Trust has developed and its development plans.

Monday 16th April 2018

Talk on Habitat Management for Invertebrates

Monday 21st May 2018

Talk on “Fourpence for a Polecat

Brian Eversham, the C.E.O. of the Woodland Trusts in Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and Northamptonshire
will be giving an illustrated talk on this subject on which he is a recognised expert. If you have heard Brian
speak before you will agree that he is a very entertaining speaker.
Local Village Historian Wendy Page will be giving an illustrated and fascinating talk on this subject. If you
find the title intriguing then come along and all will be revealed.

Watermeadows Management Group

There hasn’t been a meeting for several months since Consultants, Red Kite, presented its draft
Management Plan.

New Equipment for Youth Groups

We have pond dipping and bug sweeping equipment and lots of ID charts for Schools and youth groups to
use. The equipment is available for use now, and donations by participating groups will be welcomed to
cover general wear and tear.

If you are interested in any of the above, or would like to know any other details about our Local Group

please get in touch with David Reed on 01327 352414 or dreedsfm@sky.com.
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Update from the Rt Hon. Andrea Leadsom MP
I would like to take this opportunity to update local residents on a number of
matters.
You may have seen my blog post at the start of February on where we are with the
early delivery of the Towcester Relief Road. I maintain a section on my website
dedicated to the TRR: you can always find more information there as well as copies
of correspondence, including a recent letter to the Roads Minister Jesse Norman.
I am as deeply frustrated as many of you that we are still debating the hows and
whys of the relief road, but this has not dampened my absolute determination that
we will achieve our goals.
The aim, shared with the local councils, is that the road opens no later than the end of 2020. I want the road to be
built as originally planned – as a new route for through traffic and non-local HGVs. As you’ll note from my letter to
Jesse (www.andrealeadsom.com/news/20180208/towcester-relief-road-update) this is something of a sticking point
with Highways England, who do not currently agree that the A5 can be de-trunked, despite the existing road being
obviously not up to scratch. The TRR Delivery Group that I convene meets regularly, and I will continue to provide
updates through my website.
I continue to work closely with our local GPs to discuss how we can ensure that Towcester is able to continue to
provide excellent primary healthcare into the future. As some of you may know, work is about to get underway in
Brackley on a brand new medical centre which will have intermediate care beds, outpatient services, a pharmacy,
etc. My own hope is that we can leverage the opportunity presented through the expansion of Towcester to bring
similar services into the town, saving residents the tiresome journey of travelling to Northampton General for x-rays
for instance.
I am following the proposals for a new development at Towcester Racecourse, and I know that residents are
concerned about the cumulative traffic impacts on the A5, particularly if the site goes ahead before the TRR has
opened. I am also continuing to work with BT and Openreach on behalf of a number of people in Towcester and the
surrounding villages who have raised issues with their access to superfast broadband. I am pleased that we are
making progress, and the County Council are in the process of analysing their recent State Aid Public Consultation
to allow them to retarget public funds into the areas that need it most.
As ever, I can always be reached via my constituency office in Towcester (01327 353124) or via email at
andrea.leadsom.mp@parliament.uk, if anyone has any issues they would like to raise with me. You can book
yourself in to see me at one of my regular advice surgeries in The Forum, and keep up-to-date on local news via my
website at www.andrealeadsom.com.

dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌDŝůůƌĞǁĞƌǇͲůŝŶŬǁŝƚŚƚŚĞƉĂƐƚ


KŶĞŚƵŶĚƌĞĚ ĂŶĚ ƚĞŶ ǇĞĂƌƐĂŐŽ͕ŝŶϭϵϬϴ͕ĂŚŽƌƐĞĐĂůůĞĚ ZƵďŝŽǁŽŶ ƚŚĞ'ƌĂŶĚEĂƚŝŽŶĂů͘ƵƚĚŝĚǇŽƵŬŶŽǁƚŚĂƚƚŚŝƐ
ŚŽƌƐĞŚĂĚĂůŝŶŬǁŝƚŚdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͍ŶĚƚŚĂƚdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌDŝůůƌĞǁĞƌǇďƌĞǁƐĂďĞĞƌĐĂůůĞĚZƵďŝŽĂƚƚŚŝƐƚŝŵĞŽĨǇĞĂƌƚŽ
celebrate this horse’s link with the town?


“The tale of Rubio is an extraordinary one,” explained Brewery director, John Evans. “It started in California where
ZƵďŝŽǁĂƐďƌĞĚĂŶĚƚŚĞŶďŽƵŐŚƚďǇĂEŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶƐŚŝƌĞĨĂƌŵĞƌŝŶϭϴϵϵ͘,ŝƐĨŝƌƐƚǇĞĂƌŽĨƌĂĐŝŶŐǁĂƐĂƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵůŽŶĞ
ƵŶƚŝůƚƌĂŐĞĚǇƐƚƌƵĐŬĂŶĚŚĞǁĂƐƌĞŵŽǀĞĚĨƌŽŵƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ͘,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ŝŶŽƌĚĞƌƚŽŐĞƚƚŚĞŚŽƌƐĞƐŽƵŶĚĂŐĂŝŶŚĞǁĂƐƐĞŶƚƚŽ
the landlord of the Pomfret Arms Hotel in Towcester (now the Saracen’s Head) to ferry guests between the station
ĂŶĚƚŚĞŚŽƚĞů͘/ƚĚŝĚƚŚĞƚƌŝĐŬĂƐŚĞǁĂƐďĂĐŬŝŶƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐďǇϭϵϬϲĂŶĚǁŽŶŽŶĐĞĂƚdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌŝŶϭϵϬϳ͘,ĞƚŚĞŶǁĞŶƚŽŶ
to win the Grand National in 1908!”


ǀĞƌǇ ǇĞĂƌ͕ ǁŚĞŶ ƚŚĞ 'ƌĂŶĚ EĂƚŝŽŶĂů ŝƐ ŝŶ ĨƵůů ƐǁŝŶŐ͕ dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ Dŝůů ƌĞǁĞƌǇ ďƌĞǁƐ ZƵďŝŽ ŽŶĐĞ ĂŐĂŝŶ͖ Ă ϰ͘ϰй ǀŽů
ĐŚĞƐƚŶƵƚďƌŽǁŶĂůĞ͕ďƌĞǁĞĚƐƉĞĐŝĨŝĐĂůůǇƚŽĐĞůĞďƌĂƚĞƚŚĞĂĐŚŝĞǀĞŵĞŶƚŽĨƚŚĞĐŚĞƐƚŶƵƚďƌŽǁŶŚŽƌƐĞ͘ŶĚƚŚŝƐǇĞĂƌ͕ĨŽƌ
the first time, Rubio will be bottled and available from March in the Brewery’s shop at Bell Plantation Garden Centre
ĂŶĚǁŝůůďĞĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞŽŶĚƌĂƵŐŚƚŝŶƚŚĞƚĂƉƌŽŽŵĚƵƌŝŶŐƉƌŝů͘
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St. Lawrence Church News…
St. Lawrence Messy Church - Good Friday, 30th March from 2.30 to 4.30pm

Enter into the story through crafts and interactive reflection. This event is designed for primary-aged children
but ages 5-95 are welcome. Please book in via the Chantry House on 01327 350459 so we can have
enough resources.

Wine and Cheese at St. Mary’s Church, Easton Neston – Saturday, 7th April at 6pm.

This amazing church will be open for a few prayers, wine and cheese and the AGM . Come and find out
what needs doing and what has been done in the last year and plan for its future.

Remember old Mr Sponne – Tuesday, 10th April at 7pm

Each year the Trustees of William Sponne and Thomas Bickerstaffe’s Charity meet at the amazing and
historic tomb in St. Lawrence Church and give thanks for their generosity and pray for the ongoing life that
their charity enables. It is an ancient and historic event carrying on the will and testament which William left.
All are welcome for this short but poignant reflection, also reminding us of our own life and call to fruitfulness!

Nosh & Natter – Saturday, 14th April at 7.30pm

Bangers and Mash £3. This is a chance to meet new people, talk and listen and put the world to right.
Tickets are available from the Chantry House – telephone 01327 350459

Come and pray for, cheer and meet your local Councillors – Sunday, 22nd April.

After reflecting on the joy of Easter Day falling on April Fool’s day this year, we are planning to pray for all
who are foolish enough and wonderful enough to stand for public office and desire to serve our community.
In the 9.30am service that day, we are hosting the Town Mayor, the Chairman of the District Council and
others who represent us and work on behalf of the community. It is not an easy task and it is one in which
we are all called to share. You are all very welcome. It is the day after the Queen’s Birthday so we will give
her a mention too.
A tragic time remembered – Gunner Townsend Centenary
There is an ongoing project to ring to remember all the bell ringers who died in WW1, and who are
remembered in the Central Council Rolls of Honour housed in St Paul’s Cathedral.
We thought there was only one from this area, being one of the Slarke family from Easton Neston in whose
memory the treble bells were added there. However the following has just come to light…found from a
newspaper trawl carried out by David Willis. His is quite a tragic story…
Gunner Mayo Townsend, Towcester, Towcester & District. Died 28/03/1918 age 38. Royal Garrison Artillery
135th Siege Bty. Service No.172843. Commemorated at Aubigny Communal Cemetery Extension, France,
Grave III. D. 7. Baptised on 15/02/1880 at Cold Higham, Northants. Son of William Townsend and the late
Rosanna Townsend (died 1881) and step-son of Ellen Townsend. Husband of Ellen Townsend (née Basford),
whom he married in 1910, of Islington Road, Towcester. Father of Frank Townsend, Olive Elizabeth Townsend,
Florence Mabel Townsend and Elsie Townsend. He joined the Towcester & District Association in June 1912.
At the time of the 1911 census he was working as a shoe finisher at C & E Lewis in Towcester. From the 1911
census it shows that his household included his widowed sister in law Angelina Townsend and her three sons,
William Frederick Townsend, Harry Townsend and Herbert Townsend. Two of these, Private William Frederick
Townsend, Yorkshire Regiment, not known to be a bell ringer, also fell, on 23/04/1917, and is
commemorated on the Arras Memorial, France, and Private Harry Townsend, Lincolnshire Regiment, not
known to be a bellringer, also fell, on 24/10/1918, and is buried in Ovillers New Communal Cemetery,
Solesmes, France. Born: Cold Higham, Northants. Enlisted: Towcester. Resided (1911 Census): High Street,
Towcester.
A peal will be rung on the day of his death Wednesday 28 th March, in Holy Week starting at 4pm. This will be
half-muffled, one side of the clapper wrapped in a leather pouch. This has a stunning effect and means
anyone falling out of sync is a real clanger. The effects are hard to undo. We remember the costs of love
and service given and the lengths God’s love to bring a channel of reconciling love which we are invited to
celebrate and receive.
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dKt^dZdKtEKhE/>ͲĂůĂŶĐĞ^ŚĞĞƚĂƚϯϭƐƚDĂƌĐŚϮϬϭϳ


Ɛƚ



ϯϭ DĂƌĐŚϮϬϭϲ
Ϯ͕ϬϮϰ
ϰ͕ϵϰϵ
ϭ͕ϰϭϳ͕ϭϬϯ
ϭ͕ϰϮϰ͕Ϭϳϲ


ϲϴϮ͕ϱϮϬ

ϳϰϭ͕ϱϱϲ
ϵϵϮ͕ϴϳϵ
ϱϰϳ
ϰϮϳ͕ϵϯϴ

hZZEd^^d^
ĞďƚŽƌƐ
s͘͘d͘
ĂƐŚŝŶŚĂŶĚ
dKd>^^d^

hZZEd>//>/d/^
ƌĞĚŝƚŽƌƐ

Ed^^d^
'ĞŶĞƌĂů&ƵŶĚ
ĂƌŵĂƌŬĞĚZĞƐĞƌǀĞƐ͗dŽǁŶ,Ăůů
ĂƌŵĂƌŬĞĚZĞƐĞƌǀĞƐ͗ZĞĐƌĞĂƚŝŽŶͬ>ĞŝƐƵƌĞ

Ɛƚ

ϯϭ DĂƌĐŚϮϬϭϳ
ϯ͕ϮϴϮ
ϯϴ͕ϵϮϭ
ϴϴϴ͕ϮϭϮ
ϵϯϬ͕ϰϭϱ


Ϯϱϭ͕ϲϳϴ

ϲϳϴ͕ϳϯϳ
Ϯϰϴ͕ϮϮϴ
ϱϱϬ
ϰϮϵ͕ϵϱϵ

Ɛƚ

dŚĞĂďŽǀĞƐƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚƐĨĂŝƌůǇƚŚĞĨŝŶĂŶĐŝĂůƉŽƐŝƚŝŽŶŽĨƚŚĞƵƚŚŽƌŝƚǇĂƚϯϭ DĂƌĐŚϮϬϭϳĂŶĚƌĞĨůĞĐƚƐŝƚƐŝŶĐŽŵĞͬĞǆƉĞŶĚŝƚƵƌĞĨŽƌƚŚĞ
ƚŚ
ǇĞĂƌ͘^ŝŐŶĞĚĂŶĚĂƉƉƌŽǀĞĚďǇƚŚĞZĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐͬWůĂŶŶŝŶŐŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞŽŶϮϲ :ƵŶĞϮϬϭϳ͘
ůůƌ^ŚĂƌŽŶDĐDƵƌƌĂǇ͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘dŽǁŶDĂǇŽƌͬůŝǌĂďĞƚŚŽǆ͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘dŽǁŶůĞƌŬͬZ͘&͘K͘




dKt^dZdKtEKhE/>Ͳ/ŶĐŽŵĞĂŶĚǆƉĞŶĚŝƚƵƌĞĐĐŽƵŶƚzĞĂƌŶĚϯϭƐƚDĂƌĐŚϮϬϭϳ
Ɛƚ

zĞĂƌŶĚĞĚϯϭ DĂƌĐŚϮϬϭϲ
ϯϭϴ͕ϭϬϱ
Ϯ͕ϴϮϰ
ϰϯϱ
ϭϭ͕Ϯϭϳ
ϭϰ͕ϰϵϳ
Ϯϭ͕ϯϴϬ
ϮϮϰ
ϱ͕ϰϱϮ
ϭϵϵϰ
ϳϴϬ
ϭϬ͕ϵϰϯ
ϭϯ͕ϳϲϱ
Ϭ
ϱ͕ϬϬϬ
ϰϬϲ͕ϲϭϲ

ϭϭϳ͕ϳϯϲ
ϭϯ͕ϯϰϱ
Ϯϰ͕ϲϵϴ
ϭϯϵ͕ϳϰϬ
ϱϯϭ
ϰϵ͕ϳϮϬ
ϵϵϬ
Ϭ
ϯϰϰϭϳϱ

ϲϴϭ͕ϳϬϬ
ϰϬϲ͕ϲϭϲ
ϯϰϲ͕ϳϲϬ
ϳϰϭ͕ϱϱϲ
ϰϮϳ͕ϵϯϴ
ϯϭϯ͕ϲϭϴ



/EKD
WƌĞĐĞƉƚ
/ŶƚĞƌĞƐƚ/ŶǀĞƐƚŵĞŶƚĐĐŽƵŶƚ
/ŶƚĞƌĞƐƚĂŶŬĐĐŽƵŶƚ
dŽǁŶƌŝĞƌ
,Ăůů,ŝƌĞ
KĨĨŝĐĞZĞŶƚƐ
DĞĞƚŝŶŐZŽŽŵ,ŝƌĞ
'ĞŶĞƌĂů
ŐĞŶĐǇ^ĞƌǀŝĐĞƐZĞŝŵďƵƌƐĞĚ
ůůŽƚŵĞŶƚZĞŶƚƐ
ĞŵĞƚĞƌǇ
ZĞĐƌĞĂƚŝŽŶͬ>ĞŝƐƵƌĞ
'ƌĂŶƚƐ
^ϭϬϲŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚŝŽŶƐ
dKd>/EKD
yWE/dhZ
'ĞŶĞƌĂůĐĐŽƵŶƚ
^ĞĐƚŝŽŶϭϯϳWĂǇŵĞŶƚƐ
ĞŵĞƚĞƌǇ
ZĞĐƌĞĂƚŝŽŶĐĐŽƵŶƚ
WƵďůŝĐ>ŝŐŚƚŝŶŐ
dŽǁŶ,ĂůůĐĐŽƵŶƚ
ůůŽƚŵĞŶƚƐ
^ĞĐƚŝŽŶϭϬϲ
dKd>yWE/dhZ
'EZ>&hE
Ɛƚ
ĂůĂŶĐĞĂƚϭ ƉƌŝůϮϬϭϲ
ĚĚdŽƚĂů/ŶĐŽŵĞ
ĞĚƵĐƚdŽƚĂůǆƉĞŶĚŝƚƵƌĞ
Ɛƚ
ĂůĂŶĐĞĂƚϯϭ DĂƌĐŚϮϬϭϳ
dƌĂŶƐĨĞƌĨƌŽŵZĞƐĞƌǀĞƐ
'ĞŶĞƌĂů&ƵŶĚ
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Ɛƚ

zĞĂƌŶĚĞĚϯϭ DĂƌĐŚϮϬϭϳ
ϯϭϴ͕Ϭϭϰ
Ϯ͕ϱϳϬ
ϭ͕ϬϮϳ
ϭϮ͕ϭϭϵ
ϭϲ͕ϱϮϰ
Ϯϱ͕ϭϬϴ
ϵϴ
ϰ͕Ϭϱϵ
ϭϵϵϰ
ϲϯϮ
ϭϭ͕ϵϬϳ
ϰ͕ϰϮϭ
Ϭ
ϰϮϰ͕Ϯϵϭ
ϭ͕Ϭϴϱ͕ϴϳϳ

ϭϵϲ͕Ϭϳϰ
ϭϱ͕ϴϵϳ
Ϯϱ͕ϴϴϴ
ϭϲϳ͕ϭϬϰ
ϱϬϭ
ϱϭ͕ϴϱϵ
ϯ͕ϵϬϰ
ϰϮϰ͕ϯϱϲ
ϴϴϱ͕ϱϴϯ

ϳϰϭ͕ϱϱϲ
ϴϮϮ͕ϳϲϰ
ϴϴϱ͕ϱϴϯ
ϲϳϴ͕ϳϯϳ
ϰϯϬ͕ϱϬϵ
Ϯϰϴ͕ϮϮϴ

4TH TOWCESTER GUIDES CELEBRATES 15TH BIRTHDAY
ϰƚŚdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ'ƵŝĚĞƐĐĞůĞďƌĂƚĞĚƚŚĞŝƌϭϱƚŚŝƌƚŚĚĂǇůĂƐƚǇĞĂƌĂŶĚǁŽƵůĚůŝŬĞƚŽƚĂŬĞĂůŽŽŬďĂĐŬĂƚƐŽŵĞŽĨƚŚĞŝƌŚŝŐŚůŝŐŚƚƐ
ĨƌŽŵ ŽǀĞƌ ƚŚĞ ǇĞĂƌƐ͘ ĞĞ ĂŶĚ :ĞŵŵĂ ŽƉĞŶĞĚ ƚŚŝƐ ƵŶŝƚ ŝŶ ϮϬϬϮ ĂŶĚŚĂǀĞ ďĞĞŶ ƌƵŶŶŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ƵŶŝƚ ĞǀĞƌ ƐŝŶĐĞ͘DǇ ŶĂŵĞ ŝƐ
ůĂŝŶĞĂŶĚ/ŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶŝŶǀŽůǀĞĚŝŶ'ŝƌůŐƵŝĚŝŶŐƐŝŶĐĞ/ǁĂƐĂƌŽǁŶŝĞ͕ƐŽŶĞĂƌůǇϮϬǇĞĂƌƐ͊DǇŽƌŝŐŝŶĂůƵŶŝƚĐůŽƐĞĚŝŶϮϬϭϯĂŶĚ
ǁĂƐůƵĐŬŝůǇŝŶǀŝƚĞĚƚŽũŽŝŶϰƚŚdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ'ƵŝĚĞƐĂůŽŶŐǁŝƚŚƋƵŝƚĞĂĨĞǁ'ƵŝĚĞƐ͘




tĞ ŚĂǀĞ ĂƚƚĞŶĚĞĚ Ă ŶƵŵďĞƌ ŽĨ ĐŽŶĐĞƌƚƐ ǁŚŝĐŚ ĂƌĞ ĞǆĐůƵƐŝǀĞůǇ ĨŽƌ 'ŝƌůŐƵŝĚŝŶŐ ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ͘ ƌƚŝƐƚƐ ƐƵĐŚ ĂƐ >ĂďƌŝŶƚŚ͕ ůůĂ
,ĞŶĚĞƌƐŽŶ͕:ĞƐƐ'ůǇŶŶĞ͕dŚĞsĂŵƉƐĂŶĚ>ŝƚƚůĞDŝǆŚĂǀĞĂůůƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĞĚŽŶƚŚĞ/''/'ƐƚĂŐĞ͘tĞŚĂǀĞĞǆƉůŽƌĞĚƌĂǇƚŽŶ
DĂŶŽƌƚŚĞŵĞƉĂƌŬĨŽƌƚŚĞĚĂǇĂŶĚŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶŽŶŵĂŶǇĐĂŵƉŝŶŐƚƌŝƉƐ͘dŚĞƐĞŝŶĐůƵĚĞĂĚǀĞŶƚƵƌĞĂĐƚŝǀŝƚŝĞƐƐƵĐŚĂƐĂďƐĞŝůŝŶŐ͕
ƌŽĐŬͲĐůŝŵďŝŶŐ͕ ŬĂǇĂŬŝŶŐ͕ ƐǁŝŵŵŝŶŐ ĂŶĚ ǌŝƉͲǁŝƌŝŶŐ͊  tĞ ĂůǁĂǇƐ ŚĂǀĞ Ă ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ ƉĂƌƚǇ ǁŝƚŚ ĨŽŽĚ ĂŶĚ ŐĂŵĞƐ͕ ĂƐ ǁĞůů ĂƐ
ĐƌĂĨƚƐĂŶĚĐŽŽŬŝŶŐĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚƚŚĞǇĞĂƌ͘


KƵƌŽůĚĞƌŐŝƌůƐŚĂǀĞĂůƐŽďĞĞŶŽŶĞǆĐŝƚŝŶŐƚƌŝƉƐŝŶƚĞƌŶĂƚŝŽŶĂůůǇ͕ƚŽƉůĂĐĞƐƐƵĐŚĂƐ/ŶĚŝĂ͕ŵĞƌŝĐĂĂŶĚDĞǆŝĐŽ͕ƚŽŵĞĞƚŽƚŚĞƌ
'ƵŝĚĞƐĨƌŽŵĂƌŽƵŶĚƚŚĞǁŽƌůĚĂŶĚƚŽƚĂŬĞŽŶŶĞǁĂĚǀĞŶƚƵƌĞƐ͊dŚĞǇĂƌĞŶŽǁĨƵŶĚƌĂŝƐŝŶŐƚŽŐŽŽŶĂĨƵƌƚŚĞƌƚƌŝƉƚŽƚŚĞh^
ŝŶϮϬϭϵ͘


,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ǁĞĂƌĞĂůǁĂǇƐůŽŽŬŝŶŐĨŽƌŶĞǁĂĚƵůƚǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐƚŽƐƵƉƉŽƌƚŽƵƌŐƌŽǁŝŶŐǁĂŝƚŝŶŐůŝƐƚƐĂĐƌŽƐƐ
dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͘dŚŝƐĐŽƵůĚďĞĨŽƌZĂŝŶďŽǁƐ;ϱͲϳǇĞĂƌƐͿ͕ƌŽǁŶŝĞƐ;ϳͲϭϬǇĞĂƌƐͿŽƌ'ƵŝĚĞƐ;ϭϬͲϭϰǇĞĂƌƐͿ͕
ĞŝƚŚĞƌƚŽƚƌĂŝŶĂƐĂ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͕ƐƐŝƐƚĂŶƚ>ĞĂĚĞƌŽƌƐŝŵƉůǇƚŽďĞĂhŶŝƚ,ĞůƉĞƌ;ŶŽŶͲƵŶŝĨŽƌŵĞĚͿ͘&Ƶůů
ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚǁŝůůĂůǁĂǇƐďĞŐŝǀĞŶ͘


sŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌŝŶŐ ĐĂŶ ŵĂŬĞ ǇŽƵƌ s ƐƚĂŶĚ ŽƵƚ ƚŽ ĞŵƉůŽǇĞƌƐ ĂŶĚ hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚŝĞƐ͕ Žƌ ŝĨ ǇŽƵ ŶĞĞĚ
ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞĨŽƌĂĐĂƌĞĞƌǁŽƌŬŝŶŐǁŝƚŚĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͕ƚŚŝƐŝƐĂŐƌĞĂƚŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ͊


/ĨǇŽƵĂƌĞŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚĞĚŝŶŐĞƚƚŝŶŐŝŶǀŽůǀĞĚ͕ƉůĞĂƐĞƉŽƉŽǀĞƌƚŽƚŚĞ'ŝƌůŐƵŝĚŝŶŐǁĞďƐŝƚĞ͗
ŚƚƚƉƐ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ŐŝƌůŐƵŝĚŝŶŐ͘ŽƌŐ͘ƵŬͬŐĞƚͲŝŶǀŽůǀĞĚͬďĞĐŽŵĞͲĂͲǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌͬƌĞŐŝƐƚĞƌͲǇŽƵƌͲŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚͬ



Cha Char Chimps is an award winning, interactive musical fun show, for accompanied preschool children
using props and puppets. While having lots of fun, we encourage: Language Skills, Co-ordination, Cooperation, Confidence, Concentration, Sharing and Socialising.
We break at half time to enjoy a selection of hot and cold drinks PLUS a piece of homemade cake or our
famous chocolate tiffin. It‟s all included in the entry fee along with drinks and refreshments for children. The
Sawpits centre is a warm spacious venue with baby changing area and adults sit on chairs (not the floor!)
It‟s a great chance to catch up with friends and relax while your child has lots of fun.
There is no need to book, and you can pay by cash or card on the day.
Every Wednesday (Term time) Music starts at 10-11am Sawpits Centre Towcester
1 Adult & 1 Baby (Under 6 months) £3.50
1 Adult & 1 Child £4.50
1 Adult & up to 3 Siblings £5.50
1 Extra Adult £2
We look forward to seeing you!
Contact Jo on 07891326725 / jo@ccchimps.com / Facebook: Cha Char Chimps-Towcester
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Forthcoming events in….

TOWCESTER TOWN HALL
Every Friday
MARCH
Monday, 12th

Antiques 2 Go. Indoor Market

Saturday 24th
Saturday 31st, 9am – 5pm
APRIL
Sunday 1st
Saturday 7th
Saturday 28th
MAY
Saturday 5th
Saturday 12th
Saturday 26th

The Gift Bazaar
Towcester & District Art Society Exhibition

Kid’s Messy Play

(For further information please email info@kidsmessyplay.co.uk)

Towcester & District Art Society Exhibition
A Slice of Craft – Sale of Handmade Crafts & Gifts
The Gift Bazaar
A Slice of Craft – Sale of Handmade Crafts & Gifts
Woodland’s Garden Furniture Sale
The Gift Bazaar

In addition to the above, there are a number of weekly classes running at the Town Hall; Zumba, Majorettes, Rock Choir
and Piccolo’s Music Club. Please contact the Town Council Offices on 01327 350995 if you are interested in finding out
further information.

A date for your diary…

The annual ‘Towcester Produce Show’, organised by the Towcester Allotment & Gardener’s Association,
will take place in the Town Hall on Bank Holiday Monday, 27th August 2018. Further information will follow…

THE SAWPITS CENTRE

(formerly Towcester Library, Richmond Road)

Every Wednesday, 10.30 – 11.30am

Cha Char Chimps

Every Wednesday, 4.30 – 7.30pm

MKCA Cheerleading

Every Thursday, 8.30 – 11.30am

Towcester Country Market

Every Friday, 10 – 11.15am

Viv’s Yoga
(To book please telephone Vivien on 07941 547160)

MARCH
Friday, 23rd, 7.30pm

(For further information please see www.facebook.com/ccctowcester)
(For further information please see www.mkcheerleadingacademy.co.uk)
(For further information please see www.facebook.com/TowcesterCountryMarket)

WW1 Commemorative Committee Talk ‘From Retreat to Victory’
(Further information can be found on Page 35 )

In addition to the above, a number of local groups/organisations hold regular meetings in The Sawpits Centre; Towcester
Evening W.I., Towcester & District Art Society, The Alzheimer’s Society, Towcester Choral Society, Towcester U3A and
more. Please contact the Town Council Offices on 01327 350995 if you are interested in finding out further information.
Towcester Town Crier is published by Towcester Town Council and is open to contributions from all organisations and
individuals in the town. The last date for advertising is 24th March and for copy 31st March 2018. We are now operating a
strict deadline for advertising / copy and materials will not be accepted after these dates.
Copy should be sent to Elizabeth Cox or Elizabeth Bucklow-Holt at the Town Council Office (tel: 01327 350995; email:
towncouncil@towcester-tc.gov.uk). For advertising, please contact Jim Lynch (tel: 01327 350899). Articles appearing
contain the views of the person submitting the item and are not necessarily the views of the Town Council. The Town
Council’s website address is www.towcester-tc.gov.uk.
Printed by R1 Print & Design, Silverstone.
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Additional Services for Holy
Week and Easter in Towcester

Sunday 25 March
Palm Sunday
NB: clocks change!

9.15 am Towcester CE School, Islington Road, for Palm Sunday
Procession to St. Lawrence Church and Family Holy
Communion at 9.30 am
6.30 pm A Jewish Passover Feast for today – TVBF
Nicholas Hawksmoor School
7.30 pm Towcester Choral Society Concert at St. Lawrence

Monday 26 March

7.30 pm Meditation and Compline at St. Lawrence

Tuesday 27 March

7.30 pm Healing Service at St. Lawrence

Wednesday 28 March

7.30 pm Meditation and Compline at St. Lawrence

Thursday 29 March
Maundy Thursday
Friday 30 March
Good Friday

Saturday 31 March
Sunday 1 April
Easter Day

6.30 pm for 7pm Passover meal in St. Lawrence
followed by Watch of Prayer until Midnight
8.15 pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper St. Thomas More
10.00 am Churches Together in Towcester Family
Service with Procession to Bury Mount
Hot Cross Buns in Chantry
2.30-4.30 pm Messy Church All Age understanding of the Cross
St Lawrence (please book)
3.00 pm Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion St. Thomas More
4.30 pm Silence and Evening Prayer St. Lawrence
7.30 pm Music and Readings of the Cross at St. Lawrence
6.00 pm Easter Vigil and Communion at Easton Neston
8 pm Easter Vigil Mass at St. Thomas More
6.00 am Open air Dawn Service and Easter fire at St Lawrence
9.30 am Easter Family Service at St. Lawrence
Extended Peace and Coffee
10.40am Communion shared St. Lawrence
10.30 am Easter Day Service, Methodist Church
10:30 am Encountering the empty tomb - A Question of EvidenceTVBF Nicholas Hawksmoor School
11.00 am Easter Morning Mass – St. Thomas More
11.15 am Holy Communion at Caldecote
3.00 pm Easter Story told and Easter Egg Hunt at Easton Neston
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