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A WORD FROM THE MAYOR…
Welcome to my first editorial as the new Towcester Town Mayor.
When my wife Jonna and I first moved to Towcester many
years ago with our then thirteen-month-old son, we were
impressed with the tranquility of the town, the friendliness
of the town’s folk and the amenities provided for its
residents. The sense of wellbeing that we experienced,
when we moved here, helped us settle in easily and
quickly. The Town Council, which monitors the very
heartbeat of the town, brings together representatives of
people who live here. People of the town know and
understand the needs of the people among whom they
live. I am therefore delighted to be able to serve this town
to continue that sense of wellbeing which manifested itself
to us as newcomers: particularly as Towcester is set to
welcome many scores of families well into the future.
The annual Midsummer Music Festival is a perfect
example of the community coming together to celebrate.
Many local talented musicians entertained listeners at
various venues throughout town. The Festival is supported
by local businesses and community groups and all to raise
funds for local charities. We couldn’t have asked for better
weather, in this our 16th year of the Festival. We hope it will
continue and be enjoyed for many years to come.
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The Town Mayor has traditionally identified two or three charities for support. This year I hope to endow two very local
volunteer bodies and one national charity. Tove Wetland Pocket Park is ideal for leisure activities for the town’s folk,
visitors and as a habitat for small mammals, birds, bugs and other wildlife. The volunteer group that looks after the
Pocket Park would like to install a viewing platform.
The second is Vision Youth Café. It provides a drop-in centre for 11- to 19-year-olds. Vision would dearly love to upgrade
its computers and software so that their systems are compatible with those used in school. Youngsters who attend the
Café will then be able to work on their school projects or homework in the more conducive atmosphere of the centre.
My chosen national charity is Blind Veterans UK, formerly known as St. Dunstan’s. Formed in 1918 to support Soldiers
and Sailors blinded during WWI, it rapidly widened its support to include airmen. Now all veterans and their families
receive support.
Several fundraising activities are planned. The first of these will be my wife, Jonna, abseiling down the highest permanent
abseil tower in the world at the National Abseil Centre in our very own Northampton. This venture is not for the feint
hearted. Dangling on a piece of rope 418 feet (127 meters) above the ground can look rather scary from any angle and
more so from aloft. Nevertheless, undaunted, she is determined to do it. She goes dare-devil on Saturday, 14 July 2018
at 2 p.m. Your support via her Just Giving page (https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/jonna-conquest) will be
greatly appreciated.
Another date for your diary: A Quiz Night at the Town Hall on Saturday, 22nd September 2018 at 7:00 p.m. for a
prompt start at 7:30 p.m. Bring your own drinks and come clued up for a great evening.
Cllr Peter Conquest
Towcester Town Mayor
Keep up to date with all my fundraising efforts, events and news here on Facebook :https://www.facebook.com/MayorofTowcester2018
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The Town Council is pleased to
welcomed new members, Cllr Damian Reynolds and Cllr Klaus Bond. There now remains
one vacancy on Brook Ward. If you feel you may be interested, and would like to find out further information on the role of a
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Town Councillor, please telephone the Town Clerk, Elizabeth, on 01327 350995 or email towncouncil@towcester-tc.gov.uk
EŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶƐŚŝƌĞ͕ƚŽƚĂŬĞƉĂƌƚĂŶĚƐŚĂƌĞǁŚĂƚƚŚĞǇĚŽǁŝƚŚƚŚĞƉƵďůŝĐ͘ 
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͕ŽƉĞŶĞĚƚŚĞŝƌƐƚƵĚŝŽƐƚŽƚŚĞƉƵďůŝĐŽƌ
Can you help make Towcester
Bloom in 2019?
ĞǆŚŝďŝƚĞĚƚŚĞŝƌǁŽƌŬĂƚǀĂƌŝŽƵƐǀĞŶƵĞƐĂĐƌŽƐƐ^ŽƵƚŚEŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶƐŚŝƌĞ͘tĞĂƌĞůŽŽŬŝŶŐĨŽƌŵŽƌĞŽĨǇŽƵ͕ǁŚŽĂƌĞŚŝĚĚĞŶ
ĂǁĂǇŝŶǇŽƵƌŽǁŶƐƚƵĚŝŽƐ
The Town Council is hoping͕ƚŽǁĞůĐŽŵĞƚŚĞƉƵďůŝĐŝŶƚŽƐĞĞĂŶĚƐŚĂƌĞǁŚĂƚǇŽƵĐƌĞĂƚĞ͘
to enter Towcester in the East Midlands in Bloom
competition next year. We want to recognise and build on the wonderful
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ƌƚdƌĂŝů
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ŝŶ KĐƚŽďĞƌ͕ ƚŚĞŶ ƉůĞĂƐĞĚŽĐŽŶƚĂĐƚƵƐ͘ůƐŽ͕ŽƵƌĂƌƚŝƐƚƐĂƌĞĂůǁĂǇƐůŽŽŬŝŶŐĨŽƌŶĞǁǀĞŶƵĞƐƚŽĚŝƐƉůĂǇƚŚĞŝƌǁŽƌŬĚƵƌŝŶŐ
Towcester Tidy-up and others who already do so much to make our town
ƚŚŝƐǁĞĞŬ͕ƐŽŝĨǇŽƵŚĂǀĞĂƐƉĂĐĞǇŽƵƚŚŝŶŬǁĞĐŽƵůĚƵƐĞ͕ƚŚĞŶƉůĞĂƐĞĚŽůĞƚƵƐŬŶŽǁ͘
more attractive and vibrant to residents, businesses and visitors. As such, we
like to hear from any Voluntary and Community groups, businesses or
/Ŷwould
ƚŚĞƌƵŶƵƉƚŽƚŚĞƌƚdƌĂŝůǁĞǁŝůůƉƵďůŝƐŚĂŶĚĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƚĞĂǀĞƌǇŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝǀĞ͕ĨƵůů
ͲĐŽůŽƵƌƉƌŝŶƚĞĚďƌŽĐŚƵƌĞůŝ ƐƚŝŶŐĂůů
organisations that would be interested in supporting this initiative.
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ĨŝŶĚǇŽƵĞĂƐŝůǇ͘
We also see it as an opportunity to revitalise the Best Kept Garden
Competition so that individuals can play their part too!
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towncouncil@towcester-tc.gov.uk for the attention of Cllr Carol Blake or
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telephone the Town Council office on 01327 350995.
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Festivals at Towcester Mill Brewery
Towcester Mill Brewery has not just one, but two, festivals over the next few weeks for all to enjoy!
For foodies, the afternoon of Saturday 21st July sees the return of Crayfish Capers to the Mill for their joint
annual Crayfish Festival. Why not come along and help catch the signal crayfish from the Mill leat? Trapping
the crayfish in this way helps slow down the devastating effects they are having on our waters. Then treat
yourself to some freshly cooked paella, as well as fish cakes, fish fingers and chips - something a bit different
for all the family!
For beer lovers, the brewery will be holding its very own Beer Festival on 21st to 23rd September, so clear
your diaries! With loads of great beer, live music and food, it’ll be a weekend to remember…
“The last time we held a beer festival here at the Mill was
in 2015,” explained brewing director, John Evans, “so we
felt we were ready to take up the challenge once again.
We’re holding it over the same weekend that Germany’s
Oktoberfest begins and are hoping to bring a small piece
of that amazing beer festival experience to Towcester!”
Starting at 3pm on Friday 21 September and running
through till Sunday 23 September, the festival will include
a selection of German brewed beers, as well as Towcester
Mill’s very own. “September is a key time in the brewing
calendar as British hops are harvested at this time of year,”
added John. “This means we can brew with fresh hops to
create our perfectly balanced session pale golden ale,
made with luscious and fragrant Herefordshire grown hops.
It’s only brewed once a year so when it’s gone, it’s gone.”
For the latest and most up to date information on both events, please visit Towcester Mill Brewery on
Facebook or check out their website at www.towcestermillbrewery.co.uk. Cheers!

Watling Friends Say Farewell
The final event for Watling Friends, at Towcester Town Hall, 23rd October
2017, was a great success. Our Speaker, Eric Knowles, regaled us with
stories of Antique Antics.
It was a good way to finish over 9 years of bringing an array of good
speakers to Towcester and the surrounding villages.
Watl
As we were unsuccessful in finding volunteers to continue Watling
Friends we would like to thank all the audiences who supported us
over this time.
Thanks, along with small donations, have been given to Towcester
Scouts for helping us set up and clear up at many of our events and
to St Lawrence church for the loan of some technical equipment.
After settling-up and finalising the accounts, the remaining funds of
£1665.37 were donated to The Warwickshire &
Northamptonshire Air Ambulance.
Pat Trede
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TOWCESTER ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
Our Poppy Quiz at Towcester Mill in April was a great success making over £300 for the Poppy Appeal. Nearly 90 people came and
many came up to us afterwards to say how much they had enjoyed it. We may now make it an annual event – watch this space.
We took the County Gazebo to Waitrose car park in early June and signed up 9 new volunteers to help at the next Poppy Appeal.
We are very grateful to all our volunteers who give up an hour or two to help. What is especially nice is that almost all volunteers
come back year after year because they enjoy it so much. We will gladly take more volunteers because the more we have, the more
sessions we can cover.

Please do visit us at our County stand at Blakesley Show on Saturday 4 th of August.
The Poppy Appeal only collects about 40% of the money which is necessary to fund the RBL’s work, which runs to over £2 Million
every week, so any money given is very gratefully received.
The membership of our Branch is increasing and looking healthy with the Affiliation of the Emergency Service Cadets (joint project
run by the Police and Fire Service), Army Cadets, Air Cadets and the 1 st Towcester Scouts.
The RBL Towcester Branch meets on the second Tuesday of the month at the Conservative Club for a 7.30pm start (except August).
We often have a speaker talking about some aspect of the military or military history, and all are welcome. You do not have to have
served in the Armed Services to become a member of the RBL. Some of the services provided by the RBL can only be offered to
ex- or current serving personnel or their dependants, but that stipulation does not apply to anyone wanting to become a member. Do
come along to our next meeting and see for yourself - you’ll be made very welcome.
-o0o-

GREAT PILGRIMAGE 90
The Royal British Legion is recreating its 1928 pilgrimage to World War One battlefields: A decade after the end of WW1, veterans
and war widows visited the battlefields of the Somme and Ypres before marching to the Menin Gate in Ypres on 8 August 1928. Our
Chairman, Charlie Stanger, and Standard Bearer, Denis Woodbridge, and representatives from every branch, will carry their
standards along the same route in Ypres to the Menin Gate to lay special wreaths, representing an entire generation that served while
defending their country.
The Menin Gate Memorial to the Missing is a war memorial in Ypres, Belgium, dedicated to the British and Commonwealth soldiers
who were killed in the Ypres Salient of World War I and whose graves are unknown. It was first “opened” to the public in 1927 and
the first public memorial service was held in the presence of the King. The Ypres Fire Service have organised a memorial service
every single night, including Christmas day, since then and if you ever get the chance to go please take it, because no matter how
many times you witness it, you will be moved emotionally and impressed with the solemnity and reverence with which it is undertaken.
David Reed - Membership Secretary & Poppy Appeal Organiser
dreedsfm@sky.com 07970 597044
01327 352414

The Poppy Walk – Sunday, 12th August, 2018
The Bedfordshire Branch of The Royal British Legion is calling all families, dog walkers and ramblers! Get walking and raise funds
for The Royal British Legion Bedfordshire’s Poppy Walk for Honour, The Poppy Walk returns to commemorate the end of the First
World War and to say thank you to the First World War generation- all who served, sacrificed and changed our world.
We will be gathering at Visitor Centre at Priory Country Park Bedford from 11.00am to embark upon a choice of two routes, 2km,
which is wheel chair and push chair friendly or 10km for those that really want to stretch their legs.
As well as the walk there will be live music and activities with refreshments available at the Cloverdale Retreat-the Parks Café. A
wonderful day out for the whole family to enjoy while raising funds for our wounded, injured, sick members of our Armed Forces and
their families. Join the Poppy Walk Squad and be part of the fun!
Venue: Bedford Priory Country Park in Bedford, Barkers Lane, Bedford MK41 9SH.
Times: Registration from 11:00am. Act of Remembrance at 11:30am. Walk starts at 12:00pm.
Fees: Adult 12+ £8.00 - Child £5.00 - Family £20.00 (2 x Adults + 2 x Child or 1 x Adult + 3 Child)
Register online at bedspoppywalkforhonour.co.uk or at the registration desk upon arrival on the day.
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Poppy Cascade Community Project
Thank you to all Towcester residents (and beyond) who have shown great interest in this project. We have
groups of all ages signed up – from nursery children to residents in a care home, as well as Towcester’s two
Primary Schools and our Secondary School.

The WI have been making poppies with enthusiastic children at Towcester C of E Primary School. As well
as learning new home skills through these sessions, the children have learnt about World War 1 and the
relevance of the poppy.
We had an overwhelming response to our promotional Coffee & Craft Morning held in May at the Chantry
House. It was great to see everyone busy knitting, sewing and crocheting and they only stopped the chattering
to eat cake!
There is another event planned – this time an evening one - to fit in with those that work and others that could
not commit to a daytime event. More details on this will be advertised shortly.
A committed team has also been busy preparing the Remembrance Garden for the project and we would like
to thank Bell Plantation for supplying the plants for the garden and Matt Forrest and Alan Muxlow for replacing
the cross.
Please remember that all poppies should be submitted by 30 September. They can be dropped off any time
before then at Towcester Library. Finally, should you wish to join or support us in any way then please do
not hesitate to contact one of us.
Sue Hamilton
Towcester Evening WI
Tel. 01327 350822
towcesterwi@gmail.com

David Reed
Royal British Legion
Tel. 01327 352414
dreedsfm@sky.com

Revd Ben Phillips
St Lawrence Church
Tel. 01327 350459
office@tovebenefice.co.uk
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Karen Bricknell
School of Life
Tel. 01327 358264
karen@snvb.org.uk

Alderton Art Festival – 1st and 2nd September 2018
The 42nd annual Alderton Art Festival takes place on Saturday and Sunday, 1st and 2nd September. Proceeds go to
Saint Margaret's Church.
Inside Saint Margaret's Church there will be an exhibition and sale
of over 200 paintings by more than 30 local artists, plus many more
unframed original paintings and prints. Following on from last
year’s success, there will be a People’s Choice Award for the
favourite picture.
Outside there will be live entertainment, Craft Stalls, White
Elephant, Second-hand Books, Tombola, Grand Raffle, Home
Produce, and other attractions.
There is an all-day barbecue and excellent refreshments including
home-made cakes. New for this year will be draught beer from the
famous Towcester Mill Brewery
Painted by Tony Maycock, photograph James Rudd Photography

Admission £1. Opening times: Saturday 10.30 am to 5.00 pm, and Sunday 10.30 am to 4.00 pm. Free parking.
Visit www.aldertonartfestival.co.uk or follow Alderton Art Festival on Facebook or Twitter (@AldertonArt)
Some places are still available for artists, crafters and stallholders. The Art Festival also welcomes advertisers and
sponsors for both the catalogue and website. For details, please contact Henny Cameron henny.cameron@virgin.net.

Free Local Friendly Walkers Club

Walking is the perfect exercise. Not only is it good for your health, but it also benefits your mind, prevents illness and
you have the opportunity to meet like-minded new friends.
Adventure Geek guided walks in Towcester and the surrounding area are FREE to join and hosted by seasoned walkers.
We welcome everyone of all ages and abilities and even encourage you to bring along your furry friend. Rest assured,
you will not get left behind or slow us down, we have walks for everyone. We also encourage teenagers to put away
their technology for an hour or so and enjoy some fresh air!
Northamptonshire is criss-crossed by public footpaths which can take you to wildflower meadows, heathland, castles,
historic houses and gardens, forests, country villages, cosy pubs, medieval churches, and unspoilt countryside.
Event details (including videos of previous walks so you can see the people and the type of walks we organise) can be
found on the website: simply visit https://www.adventuregeek.co.uk/events/
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South Northamptonshire Arts
Art Trail 6th to 14th October 2018
This year, our sixth annual Art Trail will take place across South Northamptonshire between 6th and 14th October. You
will have an opportunity to watch as artwork is made before your eyes, as artists and makers open their studios and
exhibit at various venues in the local area. It makes a great day out, with many venues offering refreshments too.
What would you like to see? We have oil, acrylic and watercolour painters; sculptors, a milliner and a woodturner;
perhaps you’d like to see stained glass, photography
photography, calligraphy or embroidery; take your pick of jewellers,
textile artists and ceramicists, and so many more… we have over fifty artists taking part. Chat
with the artists, watch demonstrations and maybe even book a workshop for yourself!
Work on show will be for sale and you can also commission a totally unique piece of art for
you or as a gift. This is a chance to buy direct from and support your local talented artists
artists.
One thing that makes our Art Trail especially successful is that
it is across a relatively small area making it easy for visitors to
navigate their way around several venues in a day. Pick up a
brochure from galleries, libraries and participating venues from
September, to p
plan your route.
For a taster of the work that will be seen, visit our website
www.arts
www.arts-sn.org.uk for artist profiles and examples of their
work. Or alternatively, for lively interaction, visit our Facebook
page www.facebook.com/arts.sn.
If you would like to be involved next year, email us at
southnorthamptonshirearts@gmail.com for more details.
We look forward to seeing you all in October!
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Towcester Wildlife Trust Local Group
Summer Meeting/Events Programme
All meetings will be at Towcester Mill (unless stated otherwise) starting at 7.00pm.
Donations of £2 will be gratefully received. Under 16s are free entry

Monday, 16th July 2018 : Visit to the new Wetland Site and Information Centre at Rushden Lakes

Senior Ranger, Toni Costello, will guide us round the site and inform us of the short history of the development, future
plans, and the wildlife which is already inhabiting the Reserve. If you wish to attend, then it is essential that you inform
David Reed (see below) so that Toni can provide the right number of staff on the night.
There will be no meeting in August.

Monday, 17th September 2018 : Project Godwit

The project, which is a partnership between the RSPB and WWT, is carrying out research on black-tailed godwits at the
Nene and Ouse Washes. The UK is home to a small breeding population of fewer than 60 pairs of this vulnerable
species. The work involves monitoring of nests, chicks and predators, colour ringing and fitting geolocators to study local
and migratory movements.

Monday, 15th October 2018 : Woodland Trust

Richard Tennant-Eyles will be giving the presentation, ‘Talking Trees’, which covers the importance and value of woods
and trees and the work of the Woodland Trust.

Monday, 19th November 2018 : Campaign for the Protection of Rural England

A speaker will give an overview of the work of CPRE nationally and a talk about what is happening in Northamptonshire.
There will be no meeting in December
-o0o-

Family Fun Day & Hogwatch

We participated in the Family Fun Day on the Recreation Ground during the school half term holidays and received
much interest from the public. We also hosted Brackley Hogwatch, and the young female hog, which was rescued a few
months ago and is about to be released, proved to be a great success, even though she was so relaxed she wanted to
sleep most of the time!

Watermeadows Management Group

A meeting took place on 7th June and a number of local organizations were invited to give their thoughts on how the
site, especially the North Field (from Northampton Road to Silverstone Stream) could be made attractive for residents,
especially young families. The South Field will be enhanced to make it much more wildlife friendly. The organisers were
very pleased with the feedback and suggestions and will be incorporating them into a planned development programme.

New equipment for youth groups

We have pond dipping and bug sweeping equipment and lots of ID charts for schools and youth groups to use.
The equipment is available for use now and donations by participating groups will be welcomed, to cover general wear
and tear. We have quite a few bookings for the summer months, but we can still fit more groups in.
If you are interested in any of the above, or would like to know any other details about our Local Group then get
in touch with David Reed on 01327 352414 or dreedsfm@sky.com
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The Tove Valley Centre – a building for Towcester’s future

The Tove Valley Centre will be the home of Tove Valley Baptist Fellowship, as well as a resource available for
hire by individuals, families and organisations, on an occasional or ongoing basis. It will be built on Northampton
Road, Towcester, between the Shires estate and the new SNC car park. Construction is due to begin in spring
2019. In the words of some of our young people: “We are going to embark on building our church, the church for
us, your children and grandchildren…. our building will be modern and current; people will be drawn to it”.
The majority of funds raised to date have been from regular and occasional donations by members of Tove Valley
Baptist Fellowship and its congregation. Sunday, 22nd April was designated as a ‘Gift Day’, where the
congregation was asked to bring along gifts of money, in accordance with what they felt God was asking them to
give. Additionally, they were asked to bring coins to cover the letters ‘TVC’ marked out on a large tarpaulin as a
symbolic act of bringing money, both small and large amounts, whilst trusting God for the whole amount required
to enable the build to go ahead.
The ‘Gift Day’ service on 22nd April was led by a group of our young people, many of whom spent some of their
Easter holiday taking part in a project known as ‘Hope 2018’, serving the community in Bristol. They spent their
time clearing the garden for an elderly man and another for a young family that had just let things get out of hand.
They cleared a pond, litter picked a communal park and around a block of flats as well as clearing a path used by
the community that was so overgrown and full of litter that it was at least a metre wider when they had finished!
These are the kind of young people that we have in Towcester, so we are proud to be building for their future.
Whilst the congregation will continue to donate, we are now at the stage of applying to funders for grants and
loans. Our fundraising events will also continue including a ‘Pudding Celebration’ at the Chapel at Weston,
NN12 8PU on Saturday 1st September at 7pm. Come and celebrate and enjoy a selection of at least seven
puddings and desserts plus a musical interlude. Bring along your own wine. Tickets are £25 available by emailing:
secretary@tvbf.co.uk.
Additionally, back by popular demand ‘Fynnius Fogg’ will be returning to The Towcestrians Sports Club, Greens
Norton Road, Towcester, NN12 8AW on Saturday, 13th October at 7.30 to entertain us with music of the 60’s
and 70’s. There will also be an auction of a variety of items. Tickets will be available from September from
Coleman’s Stationers in Towcester or by emailing: contact@tovevalleycentre.co.uk.
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Community Speedwatch

Residents help reduce speeding in Towcester
A dedicated team of volunteers, trained by the police and
managed by Towcester Neighbourhood Watch,
administers a Community Speedwatch scheme in
partnership with the police’s Safer Roads Team.
Speedwatch has now been rolled out fully across the
county. Although this is to be applauded, it does mean
there is a corresponding higher demand for the camera
equipment. This led to the police scheduling our main 3week “slot” from early February. The reduced daylight
hours available meant that the evening session had to be
rescheduled earlier and subsequently a few of our
volunteers were unable to participate.
Despite this, we were able to populate all sessions. The morning slot was particularly demanding with often
sub-zero temperatures and biting winds. The commitment of the team was commendable. Our efforts were
focussed mainly on Northampton Road: both the upper and lower ends. It was pleasing to note that, compared
to the previous year’s campaign at the same location, the figures for offending motorists were down:
Spring 2017/2018
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Totals

08.00-09.00
16.00-17.00
16.00-17.00
08.00-09.00
16.00-17.00

Northampton Road (lower)
Northampton Road (lower)
Northampton Road (upper)
Northampton Road (upper)
Northampton Road (lower)

Offences
2017
6
6
17
25
9
63

Offences
2018
5
7
22
16
5
55

% Diff.

-13%d

Further sessions are planned for this year. Please contact us via www.safertowcester.com if you wish to
be part of our team.

Our VAS (Vehicle Activated Sign)
The Town Council decided in 2013 to deploy a VAS to build awareness of speeding
in the town. Neighbourhood Watch volunteers support the initiative and maintain the
VAS.
There are seven main sites where the VAS is deployed (see below). All the sites are
30mph zones and known for speeding. The VAS records the number of times a
vehicle exceeds 33mph or above approaching the sign.
The figures shown below, taken since the inception of the scheme, are vehicles per
day exceeding the above speed limits:
Brackley
Northampton Northampton
Road
Road (lower) Road (upper)
2014/15
1623
1131
2015/16
1350
989
2016/17
1156
1001
2017/18
1028
915*
915
* denotes only one session of 4 weeks so far.

Burcote
Road
574
552
568
601*

Highfields
344
321
275
271

Buckingham
Way
202
187
174
185

Springfields
700
652
598
690

Towcester Neighbourhood Watch
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TOWCESTER EVENING WI GARDEN CLUB

TOWCESTER EVENING WI GARDEN CLUB

Once again, with the support of our generous sponsors, we have filled our six planters with summer
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months and
help
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watering
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over the next few months and with the help of the Town Council watering team, the plants will flourish and flower to
the plants will flourish and flower to show the colours of the Suffragette Flag, to celebrate 100 years
show the colours of the Suffragette Flag, to celebrate 100 years of “Votes for Women.”

of “Votes for Women.”

Richmond Road corner is looking colourful: it’s surprising what can be achieved with a few plants

Richmond Road corner is looking colourful: it’s surprising what can be achieved with a few plants and cuttings from our
and cuttings from our own and friends’ gardens………and quite a bit of hard graft of course.
own and friends’ gardens………and quite a bit of hard graft of course.
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CHURCHES TOGETHER IN TOWCESTER
Hello there!
At the time, the then Home Secretary, Jack Straw described it as, 'a catalyst for permanent and irrevocable change, not
just across our public services but across the whole of society.' Today, 25 years later, the death of teenager Stephen
Lawrence in 1993, still haunts our culture. No Government can pass laws that change attitudes as Jack Straw was
hoping for.
The truth is that today, racism is not just confined to inner city housing estates and football terraces. We find it in 'mild
forms' in many corners of community life. Racism is very real for those on the receiving end. The dilemma is how distant
it can 'feel' to those who are not on its blunt end, and thus, do not confront it as vigorously as it should be.
During the apartheid era in South Africa, a young black boy was walking along a street with his mother, when a tall white
man passed them and greeted the pair by raising his hat. The boy was amazed. 'Fancy a white man raising his hat to a
black woman. Why did he do that?', he asked his mother. 'Because he is a Priest', she replied. 'I want to be a priest.' the
boy declared. The boy was Desmond Tutu, the priest was Trevor Huddleston.
In the battle to change attitudes, example and empathy are essential. Yet these are the two things which are often
missing from our lives. Racism for many of us is a concept, a category, it is not an experience. And until it is, we will
never rise up against it in the way we should. Example and empathy are the sharpest blades we have. Jesus Christ said
'Do not judge and you will not be judged, do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive and you will be
forgiven' ~ Luke 6:37.
Rev. Paul Knight
Tove Valley Baptist Fellowship
for Churches Together in Towcester
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Helping you to a better future
Finding work if you have been unemployed or taken a break for any length of time can be difficult and a helping hand is
always welcome. Building Better Opportunities is a programme designed to support people who are currently
unemployed or economically inactive to find work.
We can support people through job clubs or we can provide one-to-one support to guide people through the job search
process – or to help them move into self-employment: running their own business.
For people looking to change career we can support this with a career review and advise and support people to
undertake training, gain qualifications or improve basic skills in English, numeracy and IT. Qualifications and training
can include CSCS, Food Safety & Hygiene, Manual Handling [including lifting and moving people] and securing DBS
certificates for people looking for roles working with children or vulnerable adults.
We can update or create CVs; advise and support people with job search strategies, including setting up a ‘Find a job’
account; discuss interview skills and set up mock interviews. For people without a computer we can provide laptops
and provide IT support, to help with job searches.
To enable people to take full advantage of the programme we are able to cover travel expenses and child care costs –
as well as meet the cost of some training.
Age UK Milton Keynes’ focus is on assisting people over the age of 50 but other partners in the programme can support
younger people or people with additional needs.
If you live in Towcester or elsewhere in South Northants please contact Paul Griffiths on 07715 312 389 or email
paul.griffiths@ageukmiltonkeynes.org.uk
Building Better Opportunities is jointly funded by the Big Lottery Fund and the European Social Fund.

COMPUTERXPLORERS
Technology based Summer Holiday Workshops
87
Bus
Service
Join our FUN, Exciting, Creative Summer Holiday Workshop in Towcester on 14 & 15 August 2018*
th

th

Not every child wants to play sport all holiday - ComputerXplorers holiday computing camps
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the 87to Bus
was
due
tosociable setting while stretching their
are the
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those Service
looking for lots
of fun
in a
be cancelled in Julycreativity,
2018. their brain cells and learning a few new skills along the way.
Two full days of kids Coding Club; including Stop Motion Animation, BBC Micro:bit, Minecraft
The 87 Bus Service travels between Towcester and Northampton, also taking in stops at Greens Norton,
EDU, LEGO Robotics, Forensic Sciences, Acoustica Mixcraft, Kodu Game Lab, and
Pattishall, Rothersthorpe and Hunsbury Meadows.
Rocketeering.
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and education designed to capture the imagination, spark a child's creativity and prepare them for a technology-driven
future.
In order for the Council to commit any further funding beyond this financial year, it will need to know that this
can
justified
via the
for Towcester.
Thedeboraht@bdgeu.com
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check out the website for more information.
https://oxfordshire.computerxplorers.co.uk/what-we-do/summer-holiday-camps
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TOWCESTER
TIDY UP
TOWCESTER
TIDY UP
Thank you to all who helped with the Spring Towcester Tidy Up over the weekend of 21st & 22nd April. The weather was
by and large fine throughout, and we hope you all enjoyed it, even those of you who ploughed through the very deep
mud in the Mill Stream!
In total, 39 people took part, but because of some doing more than one session it was the equivalent of 49 people doing
2-hour sessions.
We collected:
•
•
•
•

19 full sacks of general rubbish
9 full sacks of cans & plastics for recycling
11 very heavy sacks of bottles
3 damaged traffic cones.

Most of the bottles were dug out of the aforementioned mud
downstream of the Mill.
There were a number of people who helped for the first time and
some very enthusiastic children/grandchildren who did a great
job too. Passersby thanked us for what we doing and a
gentleman and his wife, who are new to the Town, would like to
help next time.
Most of the regulars reported that there seemed to be less rubbish to collect this time. The numbers of sacks of material
per person on average is down on previous sessions which confirmed that view. We would like to reach a stage where
we didn't have to do this because people took their rubbish home or used the bins properly.
We understand that there was another group out collecting rubbish a few weeks previously, so that might have made a
difference. If any individuals or groups want to run a litter picking exercise anytime then please get in touch and we can
lend you all the equipment you need.
By Sunday teatime I was very happy with the whole exercise, but later, when I walked along the path between Waitrose
car park and Silverstone Stream, I was more than a bit disappointed to see over a dozen items of rubbish along a path
which had been comprehensively cleaned on the Saturday morning.
But, we have to look on the bright side, because that means we can all come out in September and have another great
session and a laugh with some really nice people while doing something positive for our Town and community.
Thanks again and see you all in September.
David Reed
dreedsfm@sky.com

Fun Run Planned for The Watermeadows
You may walk your dog there, you may never visit, or you may not even know it exists – but the
Watermeadows is a large expanse of parkland, just beyond Moat Lane, that’s available for us all to enjoy.
As Chairman of South Northamptonshire Council, I’m planning a Fun Run for Sunday, 14th October.
We’re still working out all the details, but hope to stage a 5km race, plus a shorter 2-3km race. There’ll
be something for everyone, from serious runners and walkers, to buggy pushers and even dogs!
To take part, you’ll need to register in advance and then just turn up on the morning and sign in. The
cost will be around five or six pounds. The money will go to my Chairman’s chosen charities, Katharine
House, Willen, and Cynthia Spencer, the three hospices that support our district.
We will also need volunteers to help marshal the event. If you’re interested in helping, please contact
me at chairman@southnorthants.gov.uk.
Look out for more publicity nearer to event day on SNC’s website and Facebook page.
I’ll see you there!
Councillor Richard Dallyn, Chairman, South Northamptonshire Council
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TOWCESTER & DISTRICT
LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Last year, Towcester people flocked to support the 917 programme that celebrated 1100 years since the
start of the town as it is today. This year a programme is building to mark the November 11th Armistice
that silenced the guns in World War One, in a memorable way.
The Society is delighted to be closely involved and is continually impressed with the way organisations
within the town come together to make these events happen. For example, the original idea for 917 came
from our Society historian, Brian Giggins, but the collective response from the town was remarkable.
Another project of Brianʼs is to lead a Towcester Historic Survey, gathering a vast amount of information
on buildings within the town. This has interested a group of people both within and outside the Society.
The formation of a Towcester Area World War One Commemoration Committee started in 2013 when the
then chairman of the Society, John Morris, called a meeting in the Town Hall. The committee has run events
since 2014 and the programme will continue into 2019, when the final peace treaty was signed in June.
John says: “It is another excellent example of a community coming together. All the organisations involved
have maintained their interest and along with the Society, that involves the Library, Town Council, British
Legion Branches, St.Lawrence Church, the Womenʼs Institute and Towcester Museum.

A SERIES OF TALKS NOT TO BE MISSED
Wednesday, 12th September : 1950s Food and the Housewife with Eve Bacon

Post-war Britain was a time of change in our society as the country recovered from six years of world war.
Find out how these changes were reflected in the life of the housewife and in food fashions.
Wednesday, 10th October : A Girlʼs Life in the Army with Gillian Cane

Despite not coming from a military background, Gillian was among the first women to be trained at the
Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst, and then became the first woman ever to serve with the crack infantry
regiment, The Royal Green Jackets. This came as a surprise to her, and to the Regiment. The talk will
concentrate on telling how it all happened, from the lighter side.
Wednesday, 14th November : November 11th – What Came Next with Peter Stratton

To commemorate the 100th anniversary of the end of World War I, noted local historian Peter Stratton
returns, this time with the story of the three Armistices: the Eastern Front, the Mediterranean Front and 11th
November. Peter will also cover the actual ending of the war with the signing of the Peace Treaty in Paris
on 28th June 1919.
Meetings held at Riverside Resource Centre in Islington Road, at 7.30pm. There is a fee of £2 for
non-members. For enquiries please contact David Wilcock on 01327 351782 or John Morris on
07725 839795.
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Picture 25b: Park View Stable Yard erected shortly before 1869. The
crenelated tower at the end is all that survives of Park View House.

Picture 25a : Park View House circa 1860.

Between the houses in Jenkinson’s Road at the south end of
Towcester, you will glimpse some old buildings with a bell cote
which have an air of mystery about them, as you cannot quite
place where they are located. What you are looking at are the
stables for Park View House, a ‘Gothic’ villa built at the end of
William IV’s reign, just before Queen Victoria came to the
throne and which was largely demolished about 50 years ago.
This stable yard was constructed shortly before 1869 when
Park View was occupied by Thomas Bateson, the second son
of Sir Robert Bateson, 1st Baronet of Belvoir Park, who had
taken the house after he resigned his seat as the Conservative
party MP for Londonderry.

Maria Sophia’s sister was Elizabeth, the Empress of Austria, one
of the finest horsewomen in Europe and was considered to be
a beauty. She decided to visit her sister at Park View for a
month, in March 1876, and rented Easton Neston House for the
period bringing her large entourage with her, some of whom
had to be housed in the town. The three monarchs joined-in
with the Hunts in the area and also enjoyed the steeple-chases.
The Empress of Austria gave the local Grafton Hunt 100
guineas to hold a steeple chase in Towcester which was held
the day the before she left. A temporary grandstand was put
up in Easton Neston Park close to Park View where all the riders
could be seen for the whole distance of the races. King
Francesco and his wife provided the ‘De Castro Cup’ and
Empress of Austria provided the “Hohenema Cup”. Despite the
inclement weather, the steeple-chase was a considerable
success. The following year the Grafton Hunt Race Committee
decided to hold another steeple-chase for which the King &
Queen agreed to provide another “De Castro Cup” and Sir
Thomas Hesketh granted a lease for the hunt to hold annual
steeple-chases for the following 51 years. At the end of the
lease in 1928, there was some doubt whether the Hunt would
continue to hold the annual steeplechases, which would have
impacted on the local economy, so Sir Thomas FermorHesketh decided to start “The Towcester Racecourse” company
where horseraces have continued to be held apart from the war
years. Visiting trainers to the Racecourse required stabling for
their horses and for a period, the Park View Stables were used
for this. In 1931, additional horseboxes were erected at Park
View to increase the number available.

The access to the Park View stables yard is a short distance up
Watling Street and is a private road that now appears to lead
to an Electricity Board site; only the old single storey ‘Lodge’
on the corner is a clue to what is quite an historic location. Few
passing would realise that for the hunting seasons of 1875/6
and 1876/7, this lane led to the home of King Francesco II of
the Two Scicilies and his wife Maria Sophia, who, at that time,
were international minor celebrities whose exploits were
reported in newspapers throughout the country. Even the
Aberdeen Journal reported in 1876 that the royal couple had
returned to their hunting box at Park View near Towcester. In
this country they unsuccessfully tried to use the title of the ‘Duc
and Duchess de Castro’ to avoid publicity but were generally
recognised as the ex-King and Queen of Naples.
King Francesco had reigned over most of southern Italy and
Sicily from the death of his father in 1859 but had lost part of
his Kingdom to Giuseppe Garibaldi and the rest to King Victor
Emmanuel II. In February 1861 they were deposed and lived
for some years in Rome as the guest of the Pope but left in
1870 before it was occupied by the ‘Italians’. From then on,
they led a wandering life in Austria, France and Bavaria.

The future of the 150-year-old stable buildings is very
uncertain. They are not listed and it will not be long before they
are surrounded by modern developments, so it is likely that the
site will be looked on as a potential housing site. It would be a
pity if they are lost, as the buildings have a link to Italian
history, the development of Towcester Race Course and a
period when royalty lived in Towcester.

Maria Sophia started fox hunting in Italy and encouraged her
husband to take up the sport and it was fox-hunting that
brought them to Britain and Park View. In addition to their
Italian staff they brought twenty horses with them which would
have been stabled in Park View’s newly erected stable yard.

(Sources: Northampton Mercury, Banbury Guardian, Wikipedia and the
TDLHS publication “Towcester – the story of an English Town”)
Brian Giggins -Historic Towcester Survey
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/ŶĂĚĚŝƚŝŽŶƚŽƚŚĞĂďŽǀĞ͕ƚŚĞƌĞĂƌĞĂŶƵŵďĞƌŽĨǁĞĞŬůǇĐůĂƐƐĞƐƌƵŶŶŝŶŐĂƚƚŚĞdŽǁŶ,Ăůů͖ƵŵďĂ͕DĂũŽƌĞƚƚĞƐ͕ZŽĐŬ
Choir, Dance Classes and Piccolo’s Music Club. Please contact the Town Council Offices on 01327 350995ŽƌǀŝƐŝƚƚŚĞ
Town Council’s websiteǁǁǁ͘ƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌͲƚĐ͘ŐŽǀ͘ƵŬĨŽƌĨƵƌƚŚĞƌŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ͘


d,^tW/d^EdZ

;ĨŽƌŵĞƌůǇdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ>ŝďƌĂƌǇ͕ZŝĐŚŵŽŶĚZŽĂĚͿ


tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇƐ͕ϭϬ͗ϯϬ–ϭϭ͗ϯϬĂŵ 
ŚĂŚĂƌŚŝŵƉƐ;ǁǁǁ͘ĨĂĐĞďŽŽŬ͘ĐŽŵͬĐĐĐƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌͿ
tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇƐ͕ϰ͗ϯϬ–ϳ͗ϯϬƉŵ 
D<ŚĞĞƌůĞĂĚŝŶŐ;ǁǁǁ͘ŵŬĐŚĞĞƌůĞĂĚŝŶŐĂĐĂĚĞŵǇ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬͿ
dŚƵƌƐĚĂǇƐ͕ϴ͗ϯϬ–ϭϭ͗ϯϬĂŵ

ŽƵŶƚƌǇDĂƌŬĞƚ;ǁǁǁ͘ĨĂĐĞďŽŽŬ͘ĐŽŵͬdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌŽƵŶƚƌǇDĂƌŬĞƚͿ
DŽŶĚĂǇƐΘ&ƌŝĚĂǇƐ͕ϭϬ͗ϬϬ–ϭϭ͗ϭϱĂŵ Viv’s Yoga (to book, please call Vivien on 07941 547160)

/Ŷ ĂĚĚŝƚŝŽŶ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ĂďŽǀĞ͕ Ă ŶƵŵďĞƌ ŽĨ ůŽĐĂů ŐƌŽƵƉƐͬŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƚŝŽŶƐ ŚŽůĚ ƌĞŐƵůĂƌ ŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƐ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ^ĂǁƉŝƚƐ ĞŶƚƌĞ͖
Towcester Evening W.I., Towcester & District Art Society, The Alzheimer’s Society, Towcester Choral Society, Towcester
U3A, Parkinson’s UK and more. Please contact the Town Council OfĨŝĐĞƐŽŶϬϭϯϮϳϯϱϬϵϵϱor visit the Town Council’s
ǁĞďƐŝƚĞǁǁǁ͘ƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌͲƚĐ͘ŐŽǀ͘ƵŬŝĨǇŽƵĂƌĞŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚĞĚŝŶĨŝŶĚŝŶŐŽƵƚĨƵƌƚŚĞƌŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ͘



dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌdŽǁŶƌŝĞƌŝƐƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚďǇdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌdŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝůĂŶĚŝƐŽƉĞŶƚŽĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚŝŽŶƐĨƌŽŵĂůůŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƚŝŽŶƐĂŶĚŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂůƐŝŶƚŚĞ
ƚŽǁŶ͘dŚĞůĂƐƚĚĂƚĞĨŽƌĂĚǀĞƌƚŝƐŝŶŐŝƐϮϰƚŚƵŐƵƐƚĂŶĚĨŽƌĐŽƉǇϯϭƐƚƵŐƵƐƚϮϬϭϴĨŽƌƚŚĞKĐƚŽďĞƌͬEŽǀĞŵďĞƌŝƐƐƵĞ͘tĞĂƌĞŶŽǁŽƉĞƌĂƚŝŶŐ
ĂƐƚƌŝĐƚĚĞĂĚůŝŶĞĨŽƌĂĚǀĞƌƚŝƐŝŶŐͬĐŽƉǇĂŶĚŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐǁŝůůŶŽƚďĞĂĐĐĞƉƚĞĚĂĨƚĞƌƚŚĞƐĞĚĂƚĞƐ͘


ŽƉǇ ƐŚŽƵůĚ ďĞ ƐĞŶƚ ƚŽ ůŝǌĂďĞƚŚ Žǆ ͬ ůŝǌĂďĞƚŚ ƵĐŬůŽǁͲ,Žůƚ Ăƚ ƚŚĞ dŽǁŶ ŽƵŶĐŝů KĨĨŝĐĞ ;ƚĞů͗ ϬϭϯϮϳ ϯϱϬϵϵϱ͖ ĞŵĂŝů͗
ƚŽǁŶĐŽƵŶĐŝůΛƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌͲƚĐ͘ŐŽǀ͘ƵŬͿ͘&ŽƌĂĚǀĞƌƚŝƐŝŶŐ͕ƉůĞĂƐĞĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ:ŝŵ>ǇŶĐŚ;ƚĞů͗ϬϭϯϮϳϯϱϬϴϵϵͿ͘ƌƚŝĐůĞƐĂƉƉĞĂƌŝŶŐĐŽŶƚĂŝŶƚŚĞǀŝĞǁƐ
of the person submitting the item and are not necessarily the views of the Town Council. The Town Council’s website address iƐ
ǁǁǁ͘ƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌͲƚĐ͘ŐŽǀ͘ƵŬ͘ 




WƌŝŶƚĞĚďǇZϭWƌŝŶƚΘĞƐŝŐŶ͕^ŝůǀĞƌƐƚŽŶĞ͘
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THE ROTARY CLUB OF TOWCESTER
TOWCESTER ROTARY PRIMARY SCHOOL COMPETITIONS
Towcester Rotary Club were delighted to organise 3
competitions for local Primary School children: Young
Artist, Young Photographer and Young Writer. There was
a common theme to all 3 competitions, was:

“From a Different perspective”

The ingenuity and artistic capability of the children – some
as young as 8 – was quite remarkable.

Bury Mount from a different perspective by Isaac

The winner of the Young Photographer was Isaac from
Nicholas Hawksmoor with his fellow pupil, Emily, as
runner-up. The winner of our local competition will receive
two hours tuition from a local wildlife photographer.

The winner of the Young Artist competition was Rosie from Greens Norton. The runner-up was
Sophie, also from Greens Norton. The prize winners received artists materials and the winning
picture was also framed free of charge by Watling Street Galleries.
The Young Writer competition winner was Lillie from Towcester Primary. We couldn’t separate the
entries from Sophia of Towcester Primary or that of James from Greens Norton, so they were both
awarded with Second prize. The prizes were books provided by Towcester Library.
The Rotary Club wish to thank Towcester Library for the Book prizes and for allowing us to display
all entries, for the three competitions, over the Easter holidays. We also thank the Judges from
Watling Street Galleries, Towcester Camera Club and local author Geoffrey Iley.
-o0o-

Teenage Cancer Trust Fundraiser

A huge thank you is extended to all of the guests
whom attended February's "Last Night At The
Proms" at Whittlebury Hall, organised by The
Rotary Club of Towcester. Due to your
generosity, a staggering £1,015.50 was raised at
the end of evening's bucket collection for the
Teenage Cancer Trust, in remembrance of Tom,
a former student at Sponne School.
This photograph shows the cheque presentation.
Pictured centrally are Steve Harding, Club
President, and Catherine Underwood, Head of
Music and Deputy Head of Sponne School,
alongside three school musicians and Rotarian
Steph Jones.
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TOWCESTER HEARTBEATS

(YOUR LOCAL HEART SUPPORT GROUP)
Affiliated to the British Heart Foundation

Our friendly and informal group is open to
anyone living in the Towcester area who has a
heart condition, their family members or carers,
and for parents of children with a heart condition.

We meet on the 3rd Thursday of the month
at
The Forum (Library),
Moat Lane, Towcester NN12 6AD
7pm - 8:30pm
(All welcome - £2 guests/members, 1st ‘member’ meeting free)

• 19th July – Art Demo by local artist, Roy Holding
• 16th August – Revealing the mysteries of the ECG
• 20th September - Social Evening/Poppy Cascade Project
• Every ‘First Tuesday’ 30-40 minute Health Walks,
		

7pm, start and end under the arch at the
Saracen’s Head, Towcester, no need to book ahead.

For any enquiries, please contact Annie:
07554 150870 mrschimchim57@gmail.com

33

Can you answer yes to these 3 questions?
1. Do you drive & have your own vehicle?
2. Would you like to help local people attend
medical appointments?
3. Could you make some time available?
Towcester area door to door (TADD)
require more voluntary drivers in South
Northamptonshire. Our drivers assist in the
transportation of local people to their
medical appointments at doctors, opticians,
dentists and hospitals.

Use your own car with no extra insurance needed
No lifting required - all members will be able to enter
and exit your vehicle themselves
Drivers are paid 45p per mile tax free in line with HMRC rules
Our booking service matches volunteer drivers
availability with members’ appointments

tadd@btconnect.com

If you can help, please email TADD on
with your contact details and a trustee will contact you.

Towcester Area Door to Door, Ground Floor Suite 7,
Plum Park Estate, Watling Street, Paulerspury, Towcester NN12 6LQ
T. 01327 810300 | www.towcesterareadoor2door.com
Registered Charity No. 1155337

Operating with the support of:
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