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The annual Produce Show organised by Towcester Allotment and Gardeners Association at the Town Hall took
place once again on a sunny August Bank Holiday Monday.
The show celebrated home produce, home grown fruit and vegetables and crafts of children and adults from
Towcester and the surrounding villages with an NN12 or NN7 postcode. Entries were judged during the morning
then the hall opened for viewing from 1.30pm onwards. This year saw a good number of entries despite the difficult
growing season we have experienced, and the judges were impressed with both the quantity and quality of exhibits.
Visitors could enjoy a homemade cake and cup of tea or coffee whilst admiring such entries as the heaviest marrow,
longest beans, children’s plate gardens and best Victoria Sponge. The Town Mayor, Cllr Peter Conquest, presented
the numerous prize cups and plaques to the lucky winners and there were lots of smiles all round.
The Association would like to thank all those who entered the show, those who came to admire, the judges and the
committee who put in many hours of hard work to ensure the continuation of this traditional event.
We are looking forward to an equally successful show in 2019!
Jason Fleming.
Chairman, Towcester Allotment & Gardeners Association.

A WORD FROM THE MAYOR…
In the cooler temperatures of early Autumn, the sweltering temperatures of our long and glorious Summer days are
becoming a distant memory. What is vivid in my mind, however, are the numerous people that I have met in the last
few months since becoming Mayor. People who, if I had not been Mayor, I might never have got to know. Outstanding
among those are the many dedicated volunteers in numerous organisations around our beautiful shire county. To
name them all would be difficult and to leave out even one would be remiss. Everyone has left a unique impression
on me. I have come to appreciate the time and effort that is required to provide the support and service so freely
given by them. A huge ‘Thank you’ to each and every one of you from me as the representative of Towcester.
Deserving of a mention in this issue is the Towcester Midsummer Music Festival. In glorious weather all the venues
were well supported and of the funds raised some has already been distributed to the three causes that I am
supporting this year. Blind Veterans UK, Tove Wetland Pocket Park and Towcester Vision Youth Cafe were
presented with cheques at the September Town Council meeting. The support received from local venues, local
businesses, volunteer supporters and members of the public are what made this 16th annual event a success.

Talents and varied interests abound in this small town among both young and those once young - I’m thinking of the
thriving and growing Towcester U3A. The Mayoress and I are looking at twinning Towcester with a town in Denmark.
Many towns already have such cultural links with European towns. So far, the responses to our enquiries have been
encouraging. If you belong to an organisation or as an individual have an interest in this proposal, please get in touch
with me via the Town Hall. The town in Denmark that we have in mind has a curious name: Ølgod. Curious, that is,
when literally translated into English: it transcribes as ‘Good Beer’. As Denmark produces some excellent light beers
of distinction it shouldn't seem strange that a Danish town would carry such a name. One day Towcester’s product
might achieve such international acclaim. Our common interests with Ølgod, to mention but a few lie in beer brewing
- Ølgod has a brewery of course, choral singing, music-making, dance, art, sport, trade and much more.
Fundraising for my three good causes continues with a planned Mayor’s Ball on Saturday, 4th May 2019. Please
put the date in your diary and look out for further information in the forthcoming months. There is also a campaign on
the way to enter our town of Towcester in the Britain In Bloom 2019 competition. Although a busy thoroughfare for
trunk route traffic, Towcester can still be made to look beautiful and cared for, especially in those parts which do not
have the attractive hanging baskets and other floral displays on Watling Street, so generously provided and ably
looked after by our green fingered volunteers.
A warm welcome to all the newcomers to Towcester. I wish you a long and happy stay and look forward to meeting
some of you in the coming months.
Cllr Peter Conquest, Towcester Town Mayor
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OLD TOWCESTER 26 – The Old School House
One of the questions I have frequently been asked over the last few
months is “why have they called the old Moat Lane toilets ‘The Old
School House’ ”. The decision to use this name was based on a map
and survey of Towcester made in 1855 when the town was in economic decline as the London to Birmingham Railway had killed off the
coach trade. In addition the local pillow-lace makers were suffering
as mechanical lace was taking over the trade; this affected many of
the poorer families in the town. With much reduced incomes the shop
keepers and skilled artisans were having trouble paying the local
Poor Law rates and demanded that their properties were revalued.
All the town was resurveyed for the revaluation including the plot
of land owned by the Earl of Pomfret where the Moat Lane toilets
were located. This was plot 116 which on Watling Street frontage had
the premises of William Cakebread, monumental mason (now ’Your
Move’ Estate Agents) and at the back was the “Old School and Warehouse” – hence the new name of “The Old School House.”
Many people probably gave the building little consideration when it was the town toilets. If they had looked in detail of the stonework on the passageway frontage they would
have seen the straight joints left when the former windows and
central doorway had been blocked off and also the way the
corner of the building had been chamfered at the base and
corbelled out above. This allowed carts to turn from the yards
that led off from Moat Lane which until recent times did a
right-angled bend and included the passageway that leads
to Watling St.
When the toilets were stripped out during
conversion works it revealed beam holes for what must have
been a low ceiling separating the ground floor from an upper floor which only existed at the east end. In addition there
had been a large doorway in the west gable end. The building is
undoubtedly early and predates the 1855 rating description and could
be the ’cart hovel and granary near the moat’ owned by the Earl of
Pomfret in 1826 and tenanted by John Jenkinson, the wool merchant
and banker.
The ‘Old School’ probably occupied the upper floor of this building.
Apart from the 1855 reference there is no other documentation
recording a school in this locality. So what was it? It could have been
a short lived Sunday school, a ‘dame’ school for young children or
a lace school. My guess would be that it was a lace school to show
children of the poor how to make pillow-lace that had probably closed
down when pillow-lace making went into decline locally as places like
Nottingham adapted knitting frames to manufacture lace. If I am
correct “the Old School House” is the only significant monument for
the pillow-lace industry in the town.
Brian Giggins
Historic Towcester Survey
[Sources: 2009 “Historic Building Assessment, Former toilets, Bakers Lane, Towcester”
by B L Giggins; Northamptonshire Record Office:
Fermor Hesketh box W, bundle IX & TO118]
Pictures - top to bottom
Rating Map of 1855 - showing the plot 116 on the north side of the passage, with Watling
Street on the left and Moat Lane on the right.
The Moat still survived then and is on the extreme right.
Moat Lane Toilets 1969
Stripped out interior - showing the old joist holes 2017
“The Old School House” 2018
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A5 Towcester High Street, Essential Maintenance Roadworks Update
Many thanks to the 700 residents, local business owners and road users who visited our public information
events in Towcester on 19 and 20 June 2018. Our team really enjoyed meeting you, sharing information about
the roadworks and listening to your ideas and feedback which have helped to shape our scheme.
Our work started, on schedule, on 23 July 2018. Since then we have successfully completed Phase 1 of our
programme and substantially completed Phase 4.
Works included drainage, installing traffic loops, resurfacing the carriageway, laying High Friction Surfacing
(HFS) and applying road markings to areas of the newly resurfaced carriageway. Additionally, we have adjusted
the levels of road gully grates and frames and carried out CCTV surveys of Anglian Water’s drainage assets
within accessible areas of Phase 2.
On 13 August we started work on Phase 4, as planned. Following several serious near miss incidents which
threatened the safety of both our workforce and the general public, we immediately suspended our work.
We are now restructuring our programme to combine the delivery of the remaining tasks in Phase 4 with our
Phase 2 work, which started on 28 August.
We continue to work with your Town Council, Local Authorities, blue light services, transport providers and
other key stakeholders to minimise the impact that our roadworks have on your community. And, we are actively
supporting Towcester’s businesses by regularly refreshing our ‘businesses open as usual’ messaging,
maintaining access to car parks and managing regular commercial deliveries.
We have also issued many parking permits to business owners and residents who have off-street parking within
our working zones. These have worked very well, and we thank all motorists who have reduced their speed
and taken extra care when driving through our closures.
If you would like to receive regular updates about the progress, we are making with this scheme you can
subscribe to our fortnightly e-bulletins. Please send your email address to our Public Liaison Officer, Mike Healy,
at infoA5towcesterhighstreet@forkers.com
Further information about our work is also regularly posted on our newly erected notice board on your High
Street.
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Towcester Royal British Legion
Branch activities
Our Summer BBQ fund raiser on Sunday 1st of July was a great success. It was well-attended, and we
made a good profit on the raffle for Branch funds and the Poppy Appeal.
We also attend the Blakesley Show on Saturday 4th of August with our County stand. Despite the hot
weather, the Show appeared to be popular and again we made a good return as lots of people were
“persuaded” to come to our stand.
Remembrance Sunday – 11th November 2018
We are in early preparations for the Poppy Appeal and Remembrance Sunday. With it being the 100th
anniversary of the Armistice, which this year falls on Sunday the 11th of the 11th thereby making it even
more poignant, we are planning to make it even more special.
Brackley Road will be closed to traffic for a very short while between The Bull and the Cemetery after the
main Service in St Lawrence Church. This is to allow all of the uniformed groups to form up in The Bull
car park and then follow the Studio Band to the Cemetery. Once there, all of the names of the fallen will
be read out and other actions will be taken to underline the impact that it had on the Community at the
time.
Poppy Appeal
We are very grateful to all our Poppy-selling volunteers who give up an hour or two to help. What is
especially nice is that almost all volunteers come back year after year because they enjoy it so much. We
will gladly take more volunteers because the more we have then the more sessions we can cover.
The Poppy Appeal only collects about 40% of the money which is necessary to fund the RBL’s work, which
runs to over £2 Million every week, so any money given is very gratefully received.
-oOoThe membership of our Branch is increasing and looking healthy with the Affiliation of the Emergency
Service Cadets (joint project run by the Police and Fire Service), Army Cadets, Air Cadets and the 1st
Towcester Scouts.
The RBL Towcester Branch meets on the second Tuesday of the month (except August) for a 7:30pm
start at the Conservative Club. We often have a speaker talking about some aspect of the military or
military history, and all are welcome to attend.
You do not have to have served in the Armed Services to become a member of the RBL. Some of the
services provided by the RBL can only be offered to ex- or current serving personnel or their dependants,
but that stipulation does not apply to anyone wanting to become a member. Do come along to our next
meeting and see for yourself - you’ll be made very welcome.
David Reed
Membership Secretary & Poppy Appeal Organiser
dreedsfm@sky.com 07970 597044
01327 352414
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TOWCESTER EVENING WI

In August, the WI asked the Mayor and Mayoress to come along to the Sawpits Centre
and cut a ribbon over the new bench that the WI has donated to the centre where they
now hold their monthly meetings. The WI are hoping that the bench will be used by many
other community groups who meet there. The WI also invited previous members to come
along and join them and the Mayor and Mayoress for tea and cake afterwards.

TOWCESTER COUNTRY MARKET
Every item for sale at Towcester Country Market on Thursday mornings is original and unique, having been hand
crafted by the person selling it – not brought in from overseas but made locally in our area.
Our jewellery makers choose the stones, thread them and attach a clasp; our willow weavers grow the willow then
make it into baskets; and our bag lady makes gorgeous ‘Mary Poppins’ bags for a magical weekend away. As a
result, our members are able to make most things to suit our customers’ requirements, whether it be a necklace or
bag to match an outﬁt, an apron with a favourite animal or motif, or a cake with a particular ingredient or without –
cakes made with gluten free ﬂour or dairy free margarine are all available.
Our friends from Riverside make our tea and coffee and this, in addition to the comfy easy chairs has made The
Sawpits Centre on Thursday mornings a place for friends to meet and chat.
With Christmas approaching we are the ideal local place for gift shopping, our prices start at 60p.
Come and see us every Thursday morning from 8.30 to 11.30 in The Sawpits Centre. A warm welcome awaits.
Find us on Facebook or email maggie@towcestercountrymarket.co.uk or phone 01327 830893
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www.the-garage-at-blakesley.co.uk
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TOWCESTER & DISTRICT
LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

Year by year, the St. Lawrence Church’s Flower Festival is a colourful feature of the town’s summer
programme and the Society enjoys being part of it with a display matching the theme set for the year.
This year, “Peace, Perfect Peace” was the theme and the Society concentrated on a period between the
Second Boar War and the start of the First World War when Britain was indeed at peace. Brian Giggins
supplied the words to set the scene while Don Martin researched the pictures and designed the whole
display.
The result was an exhibition that attracted tremendous interest from the public and was enhanced by a
floral display by Barbara Giggins. It included several photographs from our archives not seen before and
took a look at the development of the Suffragette Movement in Towcester.
The whole display has now been transferred to Towcester Library so, for a period at least, anyone who
missed the Festival will be able to enjoy it.
Society members have been paying tributes to former chairman, Ken Lawton, who died recently at the age
of 89. Ken remained an active committee member and the Society’s official photographer right up to his
death. He will be sadly missed.
-o0oA LIVELY TALKS PROGRAMME TO ENJOY
Wednesday, 10th October : World War II Airfields of Northamptonshire

Uris Trede

We welcome back Uris – a former vice-chair of the Society now moved to Raunds – to tell us about the
many airfields that peppered the flat lands of our county during WWII. At first, they were operational for
the RAF but then came the US Army Air Force. The “Mighty Eighth” arrived with their Flying Fortresses
and Liberators to join the bombing onslaught over the Third Reich. Uris will take a look at those airfields
today with a quick look at their history.
Wednesday, 14th November : What Came Next

Peter Stratton

This month, we welcome back another of our popular speakers. This time Peter will be joining the
commemoration of the 100th anniversary of the end of World War I. He returns with the story of the three
Armistices – the Eastern Front, the Mediterranean Front and November 11th. The final Peace Treaty in
Paris of June 1919 will also be covered.
Wednesday, 12th December : Christmas Meeting
All in the planning stage, but members and their guests can expect fun, music, quizzes and a dash of local
history. Plus, the usual raffle, drinks and sumptuous buffet.
Wednesday, 9th January : The Battle of Northampton 1460

Mike Ingram

Another welcome return to Towcester, this time for Mike Ingram who is a military historian, author, lecturer
and battlefield guide. He will be telling the story of the Battle of Northampton, the first major engagement
of the Wars of the Roses. Mike will look at the battle itself and where it took place.
Meetings are held at the Riverside Resource in Islington Road, at 7.30pm. There is a fee of £2 for nonmembers. For enquiries please contact David Wilcock on 01327 351782 or John Morris on 07725 839795
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Towcester Community Poppy Cascade 2018
Thank you to everyone for their contribution to this
community project.
The response has been
overwhelming, and we hope that residents of the
town and many visitors will come along and view the
finished product during the Remembrance season.
The newly refurbished Remembrance Garden,
adorned by the Poppy Cascade, at the front of St
Lawrence
Church
will
be
dedicated
on
Saturday 27th October at 10am. We hope that the
whole community, and all who have been involved
with this project, will be able to join us there.
Light refreshments will be available in St Lawrence
Church afterwards where the Silhouettes, awarded to
us by the ‘There But Not There’ and Armed Forces
Covenant Fund Trust Grant scheme, will be on
display.
If you cannot make this date, St Lawrence Church will
be open every day during November so please feel
free to come into the church to view all the
Remembrance displays.
At the end of the Remembrance season we would like the displays to go on a “Road Trip” so please contact
us if you have some ideas for different venues in our area which may be able to accommodate them. e.g.
The Forum, local schools.
With many thanks from all the following stakeholders:
Sue Hamilton
Towcester Evening WI
Tel. 01327 350822
suehamilton8487@gmail.com
towcesterwi@gmail.com
David Reed, Royal British Legion
Tel. 01327 352414
dreedsfm@sky.com
Revd Ben Phillips
St Lawrence Church
Tel. 01327 350459
office@tovebenefice.co.uk
SNVB School of Life Project
(now finished)
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Towcester Wildlife Trust Local Group
Autumn Meeting/Events Programme
All meetings will be at Towcester Mill (unless stated otherwise) starting at 7.00pm.
Donations of £2 will be gratefully received. Under 16s are free entry
Monday, 15th October 2018 : Woodland Trust
Richard Tennant-Eyles will be giving a presentation ‘Talking Trees’ which covers the importance and value of woods
and trees and the work of the Woodland Trust.
Monday, 19th November : Campaign for the Protection of Rural England
A speaker will introduce the work of the CPRE and especially how their campaigns protect, promote and enhance
our towns and countryside in Northamptonshire.
There is no meeting in December
Watermeadows Management Group
There have been no meetings since June.
Equipment for youth groups
We have pond dipping and bug sweeping equipment and lots of ID charts for Schools and youth groups to use now.
We had quite a lot of bookings over the Summer period and already have some future bookings, but it isn’t too late
to make a request and make the most of it. Donations by participating groups will be welcomed, to cover general
wear and tear.
If you are interested in any of the above, or would like to know any other details about our Local Group then get in
touch with David Reed on 01327 352414 or dreedsfm@sky.com

TOWCESTER HEARTBEATS

(YOUR LOCAL HEART SUPPORT GROUP)
Affiliated to the British Heart Foundation

Our friendly and informal group is open to anyone living in the Towcester
area who has a heart condition, their family members or carers,
and for parents of children with a heart condition.

We meet on the 3rd Thursday of the month
at
The Forum (Library), Moat Lane, Towcester NN12 6AD
7pm - 8:30pm
18th October – Social/Games evening
15th November – Speaker/Cardiac Nurse from Northampton Heart Centre

All welcome
£2 guests/members, 1st ‘member’ meeting free, raffle and refreshments

For any enquiries, please contact
Annie: 07554 150870 mrschimchim57@gmail.com
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Towcester Youth Coffee House Ready to Spring Back Into Life
with Community Open Day
One of our town’s community groups for young people is all set to burst back into life after a major
refurbishment – but first it needs a little help from its friends and neighbours.
Towcester Youth Coffee House, first founded in 1995, is readying itself to throw open its doors
again this winter to the young people of the town, after a much-needed refurbishment funded by
grants from South Northants Council and the Big Lottery Fund. Contributions from other
organisations have included: kitchens, disabled toilets, carpets and paint.
The much-loved building on Branson’s Lane has now doubled in size, with an upstairs activity
space added to the downstairs coffee lounge area, meaning it will be able to welcome twice as
many young people for a blend of relaxed chat over a barista-style coffee or a more lively evening
of games, activities, crafts or sports. Completely refurbished and redecorated, and with new
furniture on the way, the Towcester Youth Coffee House is gearing up to welcome young people
in style.
Chair of the Towcester Youth Coffee House registered charity, Charlie Fagan said: “When I was
a teenager, I was one of the young people who used to attend the Coffee House. It was a great
place to hang out, meet my mates, and even make a few new friends. Safer, warmer and so
much more civilised than just hanging round. Now I’m an adult, I really want to give something
back to the charity that did so much for me, and that’s why I got involved in the committee – and
now I’m the Chair!”
Run entirely by volunteers, the Coffee House is funded mainly by grants and donations, so that
young people can enjoy their evening in a safe space and quality environment, but with no cost
except any refreshments purchased.
To help put the finishing touches to the refurbishment and gear up for a grand re-opening, the
volunteers are running a Community Open Day on Saturday 13 October, from 10:00am to
4:00pm at the Coffee House on Branson’s Lane. As well as welcoming Young People to come
and look at the space before it is fully furnished and finished, the volunteers are calling on friends,
neighbours, local businesses, and anyone interested to drop in anytime during that day for a
nosey round, a free cuppa, and a chat – especially if they might be able to help. Whatever skills,
time or energy anyone has to offer – whether it is carpeting skills to lay the brand new carpet
secured, gardening to help clear the external lane approach of overgrown weeds, or maybe even
volunteering skills for when the Coffee House re-opens, everyone is welcome.
There’s also a Fundraising Dinner on Tuesday 9 October, from 7pm, at The Dilraj on Watling
Street. This is your opportunity to sample traditional Bangladeshi food not normally available on
their menu. Tickets at £17.50 each are available from Bartrams on the Market Square or by
contacting us on the email address below.
Charlie added: “People are always saying that they wish there were more things laid on for kids,
and that they don’t like seeing young people hanging round on street corners. Well – now’s the
time for people to step up and do something about it. We just need a bit more help to finish off
this massive refurbishment, now all the structural building work is finished, so I hope people will
come to our Community Open Day, buy a ticket to the fundraising dinner, or just get in touch and
help in any other way they can!”
For more information, or if you can help the Towcester Youth Coffee House get ready to spring
back to life, please contact us on secretary@towcesteryouthcoffeehouse.org.uk
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Towcester Writers' Group
We are a small, friendly group of aspiring writers. Our abilities are very mixed, and we offer a warm
welcome to newcomers. You can find us on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/TowcesterWriters
Our informal meetings are held in Towcester Library at the Forum on the third Wednesday of every Month
from 7.30 to 9.30. We look forward to meeting you. Please come and join us.
Here are pieces by two of our members:

The Caged Bird Sings ©
By Sarah Veness

Inside the bars the caged bird sings
Not high mellifluous haunting song
But internal joyous harmony
The love of its protector
Has placed him there
Not to stifle and constrain
but to heal and redeem
saved from a captivity
of misunderstanding,
rejection, sorrow,
his broken wing at present
restrains, incapacitates, hinders
but the glorious day will arrive
when healing complete he will fly free
and soar to unparalleled heights
with voice as strong as the cadence
of a waterfall in full flow
tumbling, rushing, wild,
true freedom comes with a price
and that has been paid in full for him.
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Strange Old Doctor Talbot ©
You could say Dr Talbot was strange, I suppose. If strange
was keeping yourself to yourself; If strange was enjoying a
banana and piccalilli sandwich…….with spam; if strange
was always wearing a fresh flower in the lapel of your tweed
jacket; if strange was sporting a rather unkempt beard that
sat oddly on your face; if strange was polishing the car with
your old pants. Then yes, Strange Old Doctor Talbot could
be seriously classified as strange.

started to look very shabby. The privets became unkempt
and unruly – not unlike Strange Old Dr Talbot’s wonky
beard. It was a truly sad sight to see.

But one day the ‘For sale’ signs disappeared and slowly and
surely the house started to flourish again. The new owner,
not unlike Strange Old Dr Talbot, had initially been quite
elusive and reclusive. However, as each month passed the
villagers would see more and more of her.

The people of Poppleton village had bestowed the ‘strange’
title upon him some 30 odd years back. Though the ‘old’ had
been a more recent addition. In fact when he was younger
he had a different nickname all together - Strange Young Dr
Talbot. The villagers were not renowned for their
imagination.

Miss Evie Darling – straight from the pages of Woman’s
Own. Her pretty blond hair coiffured, as if from a high street
salon from the 1960s. Kept neat with pretty pins and small
ribbons. Quality linen trousers ala Katherine Hepburn.
Heavy foundation and blushed cheeks, with a cheeky little
pink lipstick. This enigmatic woman oozed a timeless style
and class.

Strange Old Dr Talbot had been a doctor in Poppleton for
34 years. The only doctor in Poppleton for 34 years – save
for the few times when he disappeared on holiday. Passing
GPs really got on the pip of the people of Poppleton – who
had to persevere with perplexing imposters who pontificated
on their predilection of unpalatable penicillin and pills for
paranoia. Pah.

On arrival, she was the talk of the village. Where had she
come from? Had she been married? What was her job?
Who does her nails? Is she or isn’t she wearing Harmony
hairspray?

Over the years she had happily given the villagers the
information they desired – and more. Married to her job –
author. She does her own nails. And no, L’Oreal actually –
because she’s worth it.

Strange Old Doctor Talbot’s father had been a doctor in
Poppleton before him – and Grizzly Old Grandfather Talbot
before him. And maybe Quentin The Quack Talbot before
him? Who knows.

She was charming, engaging and although she could never
be described as pretty, she was strangely alluring. And if the
villagers were to admit it – it wasn’t just the men who thought
so.

They had all lived in the same house. A handsome red-brick
semi-detached on the outskirts of the village. The remnants
of old railway cottages. The station long gone.

So, Evie Darling was inevitably going to be matched to their
Strange Old Dr Talbot.

The houses retained their privacy because of the large
privets that had grown before them over the years - now
standing some 7 feet tall. There was a time in the late 1960s
where these privets bore a ‘passing’ resemblance to rabbits;
elephants; chickens; horses - and some say, an aardvark.

Over the years appointments would be made at the surgery
for ailments that the patients didn’t have. A pincer
movement of patients trying to encourage Strange Old Dr
Talbot to meet with and woo the delectable Miss Evie
Darling.

Strange Old Dr Talbot had never married. Despite the fact
that the village had decided him strange they were very fond
of him. Wishing a wife upon him – and pushing a few
‘Strange Old Potential Wife of Dr Talbots’ before him – he
had never succumbed.

The local ladies of the WI encouraging Miss Evie Darling to
entice Strange Old Dr Talbot with her perky little fondant
fancies.

And so, these match-making efforts went on for years, and
years – to no avail. These two eligible local dignitaries,
much to the chagrin of the villagers, remained eligible local
dignitaries.

He loved classical music. The villagers wondered if he did,
because they heard it streaming from his windows in warm
weather. Once, when Seamus the Sea (bet you can’t guess
what his occupation is?) went into town he saw Strange Old
Dr Talbot in HMV looking at classical music CDs. This
helped confirm what the villagers had always wondered –
Strange Old Dr Talbot did like classical music.

Now, what the villagers did not know and had always failed
to see, is that these two local dignitaries knew each other
very well, very well indeed. For, each evening and most
weekends, when Strange Old Doctor Talbot arrived home
and carefully unlaced his beautifully polished brogues, and
carefully removed, hung, and smoothed his Harrison tweed
jacket, he left his red brick semi-through an internal door,
that led to the home of Miss Evie Darling.

He loved gardening. The villagers knew this because of his
lovely garden. His begonias had been the envy of many of
the ladies at the Women’s Institute.
He loved cats. The villagers did not know this. They did not
know this because Strange Old Dr Talbot had never had a
cat. He was seriously allergic to them. Though if any of the
villagers had ever been invited into his home they would see
that he was an avid collector of porcelain cats. A collection
that, at last count, had exceeded 300.

And once there, he slipped his feet into heeled slippers,
wrapping himself into a satin red dressing gown. Having
removed his cumbersome beard, Strange Old Doctor Talbot
sipped sherry from a dainty crystal glass. For Strange Old
Doctor Talbot was, in fact, also, Miss Evie Darling.

Now one day, in the winter of 1999, the old lady, who lived
next door, died. The house stood empty for a while. It had

By Deborah Evans
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How do we disagree?
I fear this is a rather huge, but very important, subject for families, communities and nations.
On our church council, there are often very divergent views, all within one family of the church, but it is vital that we
stay sitting around the same table.
We all have some sort of moral compass; we all are capable of great good. But if we are honest, we are all capable
of evil too; and certainly, of destructive behaviour. We all have blind spots or deaf zones where we are closed to the
reality staring at us; so, we need patience with each other as we discover these.
Resolution and reconciliation can only come by staying talking to those with whom we disagree and finding activities
we can sit with them for. Better still, make and do something for others, with them, and enjoy hard work and food
together. I’m sure there is plenty we could argue about between the different churches in town, but instead we meet
on things on which we can work together; like being against poverty and loneliness.
So together we set up and support the Foodbank. Bizarrely, a common enemy is often a way to unite. However, this
has dangers, as we can all be manipulated by others in this. Hitler united most of Germany behind him by stirring up
fear of the Jews and making them a scapegoat for every ill of society. Those who risked everything to bring an end
to Hitler’s vile regime were indeed heroes. Occasionally, we may be called to disagree with many others in our own
lives.
As we celebrate the end of WW1 100 years ago, we recognise that the terms of the peace deal may have
inadvertently laid way for bitterness and division to fester and rise again. May we humbly learn.
We do have two ears and only one mouth: that might be a clue! Unless it is fair for everyone it will not be a peaceful
resolution of any disagreement.
Let us use our strengths to defend the poor and vulnerable and allow everyone’s voice to be heard. Somehow Jesus’s
life showed God’s love for all the world, even those with whom we might disagree. Let’s learn and copy. It won’t be
easy, but it is life-giving.
With reference to Brexit: may the right terms and decisions be made with all of us, and our global neighbours in mind.
PS: If you happen to be proved right, it is the quality of your mercy which will show what you are really made of.
With our prayers and love from the Churches Together in Towcester
Revd Ben Phillips
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Services at St Lawrence Church, Towcester
9:30am, Sunday, 7th October : Harvest Festival
All welcome. We will be collecting tinned food for the Foodbank.
All the following services have the opportunity to remember, recognise grief and seek comfort, light a candle and
trust our loved ones to God:
3pm, Sunday, 14th October : Heart’s Ease
A special service for those who have lost a baby or a child at any stage of life.
7:30pm, Thursday, 1st November : All Souls Service
A chance to give thanks for the lives of loved ones and to remember them.
10:45am, Sunday, 11th November : Remembrance Sunday Service
Advance notice for the following services:
4pm, Sunday, 2nd December : Christingle Service for Families
Also at 3pm at Easton Neston Church
For details of our autumn home groups and courses and film club please pick up a Messenger magazine from church
or check our website Tovebenefice.org.uk
Thank you to everyone who responded so helpfully in the big tidy and clean up after the arson in church. We still
need stone and wood repairs done to the South Porch and a high level clean.
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ŶƚŝƋƵĞƐϮ'Ž/ŶĚŽŽƌDĂƌŬĞƚ

KdKZ
^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇϲƚŚ
&ƌŝĚĂǇϭϮƚŚ
^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇϮϬƚŚ
^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇϮϳƚŚ
















^ůŝĐĞŽĨƌĂĨƚ–^ĂůĞŽĨ,ĂŶĚŵĂĚĞƌĂĨƚƐ
The Northampton Gospel Hall hosts “The Story of Two Crosses”
Towcester Girl Guides’ Autumn Fair
dŚĞ'ŝĨƚĂǌĂĂƌ

EKsDZ


^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇϯƌĚ 
ƚŚ
^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇϭϳ  


^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇΘ^ƵŶĚĂǇ͕ϮϰƚŚΘϮϱƚŚ 

^ůŝĐĞŽĨƌĂĨƚ–^ĂůĞŽĨ,ĂŶĚŵĂĚĞƌĂĨƚƐ
dŚĞ'ŝĨƚĂǌĂĂƌ
dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌΘŝƐƚƌŝĐƚƌƚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇǆŚŝďŝƚŝŽŶ

DZ
^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇϭƐƚ 

^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇϴƚŚ 

^ƵŶĚĂǇϵƚŚ


&ƌŝĚĂǇΘ^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ͕ϭϰƚŚΘϭϱƚŚ
^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇϭϱƚŚ 


^ůŝĐĞŽĨƌĂĨƚ–^ĂůĞŽĨ,ĂŶĚŵĂĚĞƌĂĨƚƐ
dŚĞ'ŝĨƚĂǌĂĂƌ
dŝŶǇdŽǁƐWƌĞƐĐŚŽŽůŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ&ĂǇƌĞ
dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌŚŽƌĂů^ŽĐŝĞƚǇŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐŽŶĐĞƌƚ
^ĂĨĞƌŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐǀĞŶƚďǇdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌEĞŝŐŚďŽƵƌŚŽŽĚtĂƚĐŚ







/ŶĂĚĚŝƚŝŽŶƚŽƚŚĞĂďŽǀĞ͕ƚŚĞƌĞĂƌĞĂŶƵŵďĞƌŽĨǁĞĞŬůǇĐůĂƐƐĞƐƌƵŶŶŝŶŐĂƚƚŚĞdŽǁŶ,Ăůů͖ƵŵďĂ͕DĂũŽƌĞƚƚĞƐ͕ZŽĐŬ
Choir, Dance Classes and Piccolo’s Music Club. 
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;ĨŽƌŵĞƌůǇdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ>ŝďƌĂƌǇ͕ZŝĐŚŵŽŶĚZŽĂĚͿ

^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇϯƌĚEŽǀĞŵďĞƌ͕ϭͲϰƉŵ 

ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ^ŚŽƉƉŝŶŐ&ĂŝƌďǇ^ƵŶďĞĂŵǀĞŶƚƐ

tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇƐ͕ϭϬ͗ϯϬ–ϭϭ͗ϯϬĂŵ 
tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇƐ͕ϰ͗ϯϬ–ϳ͗ϯϬƉŵ 
dŚƵƌƐĚĂǇƐ͕ϴ͗ϯϬ–ϭϭ͗ϯϬĂŵ

DŽŶĚĂǇƐΘ&ƌŝĚĂǇƐ͕ϭϬ͗ϬϬ–ϭϭ͗ϭϱĂŵ

ŚĂŚĂƌŚŝŵƉƐ;ǁǁǁ͘ĨĂĐĞďŽŽŬ͘ĐŽŵͬĐĐĐƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌͿ
D<ŚĞĞƌůĞĂĚŝŶŐ;ǁǁǁ͘ŵŬĐŚĞĞƌůĞĂĚŝŶŐĂĐĂĚĞŵǇ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬͿ
ŽƵŶƚƌǇDĂƌŬĞƚ;ǁǁǁ͘ĨĂĐĞďŽŽŬ͘ĐŽŵͬdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌŽƵŶƚƌǇDĂƌŬĞƚͿ
Viv’s Yoga (to book, please call Vivien on 07941 547160)

/Ŷ ĂĚĚŝƚŝŽŶ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ĂďŽǀĞ͕ Ă ŶƵŵďĞƌ ŽĨ ůŽĐĂů ŐƌŽƵƉƐͬŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƚŝŽŶƐ ŚŽůĚ ƌĞŐƵůĂƌ ŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƐ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ^ĂǁƉŝƚƐ ĞŶƚƌĞ͖
Towcester Evening W.I., Towcester & District Art Society, The Alzheimer’s Society, Towcester Choral Society,
Towcester U3A, Parkinson’s UK and more. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
WůĞĂƐĞ ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ ƚŚĞ dŽǁŶ ŽƵŶĐŝů KĨĨŝĐĞƐŽŶϬϭϯϮϳ ϯϱϬϵϵϱ or visit the Town Council’s website ǁǁǁ͘ƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌͲ
ƚĐ͘ŐŽǀ͘ƵŬŝĨǇŽƵĂƌĞŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚĞĚŝŶĨŝŶĚŝŶŐŽƵƚĨƵƌƚŚĞƌŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ͘




dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌdŽǁŶƌŝĞƌŝƐƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚďǇdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌdŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝůĂŶĚŝƐŽƉĞŶƚŽĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚŝŽŶƐĨƌŽŵĂůůŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƚŝŽŶƐĂŶĚŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂůƐŝŶ
ƚŚĞƚŽǁŶ͘dŚĞůĂƐƚĚĂƚĞĨŽƌĂĚǀĞƌƚŝƐŝŶŐŝƐϮϲƚŚKĐƚŽďĞƌĂŶĚĨŽƌĐŽƉǇϯϭƐƚKĐƚŽďĞƌϮϬϭϴĨŽƌƚŚĞĞĐĞŵďĞƌŝƐƐƵĞ͘tĞĂƌĞŶŽǁŽƉĞƌĂƚŝŶŐ
ĂƐƚƌŝĐƚĚĞĂĚůŝŶĞĨŽƌĂĚǀĞƌƚŝƐŝŶŐͬĐŽƉǇĂŶĚŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐǁŝůůŶŽƚďĞĂĐĐĞƉƚĞĚĂĨƚĞƌƚŚĞƐĞĚĂƚĞƐ͘ 
ŽƉǇ ƐŚŽƵůĚ ďĞ ƐĞŶƚ ƚŽ ůŝǌĂďĞƚŚ Žǆ ͬ ůŝǌĂďĞƚŚ ƵĐŬůŽǁͲ,Žůƚ Ăƚ ƚŚĞ dŽǁŶ ŽƵŶĐŝů KĨĨŝĐĞ ;ƚĞů͗ ϬϭϯϮϳ ϯϱϬϵϵϱ͖ ĞŵĂŝů͗
ƚŽǁŶĐŽƵŶĐŝůΛƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌͲƚĐ͘ŐŽǀ͘ƵŬͿ͘ &Žƌ ĂĚǀĞƌƚŝƐŝŶŐ͕ ƉůĞĂƐĞ ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ :ŝŵ >ǇŶĐŚ ;ƚĞů͗ ϬϭϯϮϳ ϯϱϬϴϵϵͿ͘  ƌƚŝĐůĞƐ ĂƉƉĞĂƌŝŶŐ ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶ ƚŚĞ
views of the person submitting the item and are not necessarily the views of the Town Council. The Town Council’s website addƌĞƐƐ
ŝƐǁǁǁ͘ƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌͲƚĐ͘ŐŽǀ͘ƵŬ͘





WƌŝŶƚĞĚďǇZϭWƌŝŶƚΘĞƐŝŐŶ͕^ŝůǀĞƌƐƚŽŶĞ͘
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A welcoming home serving the community,
expressing God’s love for everyone

The Tove Valley Centre – Autumn Fundraising Events
Music of the 60’s and 70’s with Fynnius Fogg

We
have
two
Fundraising Events to
look forward to this
autumn. Firstly, Fynnius
Fogg is returning to the
Towcestrians
Sports
Club, Greens Norton
Road, Towcester, NN12
8AW on Saturday 13th
October at 7.30pm, to
entertain us with music
of the 60’s and 70’s. This
is
always
a
very
enjoyable evening and
not one to be missed.
Fynnius Fogg formed in
the 1960’s, playing Pop
and Rock numbers until
1978, when the group
disbanded as the 4 band
members followed their
individual professional
careers.
In 1991, the guys decided to reform with the original band members, but rather than take money for gigs, they agreed
to play at a limited number of events per year to raise as much money as they could for a variety of charities. They
have raised around half a million pounds to date. For more information about the band, please visit
www.fynniusfogg.co.uk
There will be an auction of a variety of items on the night, including “An authentic 5 Course Japanese Dinner for 4
delivered to your home”. Desserts and cakes will be available to purchase; there is a licensed bar and parking on
site. The ticket price of £10 includes light refreshments, available now from Coleman’s Stationers or by emailing:
contact@tovevalleycentre.co.uk
“Pudding Celebration”
The revised date for our “Pudding Celebration” at the Chapel at Weston, NN12 8PU is Saturday 10 th November at
7pm. Come along to celebrate and enjoy a selection of at least seven puddings and desserts plus a musical interlude.
Feel free to bring your own wine. Tickets are £25 available by emailing: secretary@tvbf.co.uk
The Tove Valley Centre
The Tove Valley Centre will be the home of Tove Valley Baptist Fellowship as well as a resource available for hire
by individuals, families and organisations on an occasional or ongoing basis. It will be built on Northampton Road,
Towcester, between the Shires estate and the new SNC car park. Construction is due to begin in 2019. If you think
that your group or organisation might be interested in hiring the Tove Valley Centre in the future, please let us know
by emailing contact@tovevalleycentre.co.uk
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