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Towcester came together throughout 2018 to commemorate the centenary of the end of WW1, culminating in the
Remembrance Parade to the Towcester War Memorial at Brackley Road Cemetery. Read more inside this issue.
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I have now completed seven months of my twelve-month tenure as Towcester Town Mayor. During this
time several aspects of our growing town have impressed me. The sense of community and spirit of
togetherness rates very high among them. Numerous individuals and volunteer organisations, large and
small, beaver away tirelessly organising events and activities. As I write, it will become clear which of these
entities I am thinking about, without naming any. I don’t know them all, yet; so, I cannot name them all
anyway.
There are several groups and individuals that concentrate on fundraising. Others depend on those funds
to provide services to young people, vulnerable persons and those who find themselves in difficult straits.
Many, who have retired from gainful employment, gain considerable enjoyment from pursuing interests
that have either lain dormant for decades or been unexplored for almost as long. Years of experience with
time to share and pursue crafts, hobbies, languages, physical activities and a host of other interests bring
likeminded folk together to form new friendships, social engagement and beat boredom.
Going almost unnoticed is the time and effort that goes into making the town centre a pleasant place to
visit at any time of the year. The dark evenings this winter will be brightened with simple yet striking
illuminations along Watling Street, reminding us of the Light of the World whose nativity, most of us will
celebrate in one form or another.
Culture and history focus the mind on good, bad, indifferent and farcical times past. Static displays, lectures
and re-enactments bring the reality of the past into the present. Contemporary and classical music on a
warm July weekend brings hundreds onto the streets and into the town’s pubs, clubs, restaurants and
open air. Concerts and celebrations bring engagement with many scores participating in one way or
another.
Keeping the town and environs clear of litter is a constant battle that affects all of us and should concern
all of us. Litter picks by volunteers, whether groups or individuals, is greatly appreciated but should not be
necessary if all of us do ‘our little bit’. It could not be simpler – TAKE YOUR LITTER HOME or at least
FIND A LITTER BIN and use it rather than drop it carelessly in the street. Moves are afoot to participate in
East Midlands in Bloom. This will require the co-operation of many. It has the potential of raising morale,
reducing crime, isolating antisocial behaviour and simultaneously creating a sense of wellbeing and
community. Many are working to improve life for everyone. We are confident that you will play your part to
keep and improve the sense of community in our picturesque market town.
The Mayoress and I wish you and yours joyful and safe celebrations. The Prince of Peace, whose birth we
celebrate at this season, grant you all a peaceful Christmas.
Cllr Peter Conquest, Towcester Town Mayor

The Town Clerk, Elizabeth Cox
and Assistant to the Clerk, Elizabeth Bucklow-Holt
and all members of the Town Council wish you all a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
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TOWCESTER EVENING WI
Our Towcester Suﬀragette
The WI was pleased to welcome Marie Weller’s Great
Nephew, Peter Ashby, his wife Jill and daughter Ruth,
the Mayor of Towcester, members of Towcester History
Society, and interested residents of Towcester to the
gathering at Marie’s graveside.
In this Centenary Year of commemorating the work of
the Suffragettes and the passing of the Representation of the People Act 1918, the WI, as a women’s
group, thought that it was only fitting to celebrate the
life of our very own Suffragette from Towcester. (The
ceremony took place on the actual anniversary of
Marie Weller’s burial at Towcester Cemetery.)
There was a lot of reminiscing at the Library afterwards, over coffee and cake, as the Ashby family were
very well-known citizens of Towcester. Our research
carries on so if anyone has any information or photos
of Marie Weller (Ashby) then please do get in touch.

On Saturday 20th October members from Towcester
Evening WI held a short ceremony of commemoration
at Towcester Cemetery to celebrate the life of Marie
Louise Weller (Ashby).
Marie Weller was a very active Suffragette who lived in
Towcester; she took part in breaking windows in London
and spent some time in Holloway Prison. She is buried
in Towcester Cemetery along with a certificate and a
special badge given to her by Mrs Pankhurst for her
part in the Suffragette struggle.

Sue Hamilton
01327 350822
suehamilton8487@gmail.com
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OLD TOWCESTER 27 – Notes on the Towcester Home Front during WW1

Photo : The Lodge, the home of Walter Bairstow, just before the war started. Rooms in this building formed
the Auxiliary V.A.D . Hospital, where, over the duration of the war, 621 patients were treated as well as
many out-patients. This building was demolished in 1936 for the construction of Jack’s Hill Café.
The Declaration of War on the 4th August 1914 was not unexpected but would have concerned many
residents of Towcester. None of the townsfolk could have predicted the number of years that the war would
endure and the impact it would have on their families, their work and the town. Men and youths in the
town, fuelled up with enthusiasm for protecting the country and dealing a blow to the Kaiser, enrolled in
the services. Within weeks the army was locally buying up horses as the British Expeditionary Force were
being driven back to the coast by the German Army and taking heavy losses both of men and horses.
Many Belgian civilians were the first to become refugees, fleeing for their lives. Thirteen of the many that
fled to England were made the full responsibility of the Towcester Board of Guardians. Some refugees
were housed at the old ‘Albion Inn’ using beds from the workhouse.
The army needed trained men desperately and the Northamptonshire Yeomanry decided that Towcester
would be the site of one of their cavalry training camps. In early October, 150 Yeomanry recruits marched
from Northampton to Towcester and were billeted in the town, with the officers at the ‘Pomfret Arms’ and
the horses in ‘Mr Nightingale’s Meadow’. As the first trained troops left Towcester in April 1915 it would
appear that their training was only for four months. On the morning of their departure they paraded on the
Market Square before marching to the railway station for departure to their allotted postings. Many people
saw them off and each of the soldiers was given a gift such as tobacco, chocolate and knitted items by the
‘Women of the Town.’
In January 1915, the first Zeppelin raids on Britain brought civilians onto the front line; killing 162 and
wounding 432 on the east coast. Undoubtedly Towcester was caught up in the national panic that ensued,
but the authorities did not consider that future raids would reach as far as the town.
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Nationally, the German sailors manning British mercantile ships were considered to be a potential threat
and an internment camp, far from the sea, was set up for them at Eastcote, just outside Towcester. Those
early internees were there for over four long years, the time only being broken-up by concerts and work
parties exiting the camp to help with agriculture and the loading and unloading of coal at Towcester station.
During early months the camp housed a few hundred internees and was guarded by policemen armed
with wicked looking cutlasses assisted by Boy Scouts! Eventually the camp was to hold thousands of
internees and prisoners-of-war kept in by military guards. A few men escaped but were caught within days.
One of the reasons given for the attempts was boredom. At the time of the camp’s closure it had a larger
population than Towcester.
In July 1915 Mr Bairstow made rooms available at ‘The Lodge’ (demolished 1936) for the needs of an
Auxiliary V.A.D. Hospital where wounded soldiers recuperated. His daughter, Marian, was a member of
the V.A.D. These hospital rooms had 22 beds, where Commandant Mrs Percival oversaw the work of the
’No. 20 Detachment of V.A.D. Nurses’. Local doctors Cornwall, O’Brien, Laurenson, Du Cane and Linnell
provided the medical skills. The grounds of The Lodge, with its lake, pleasure gardens and greenhouses
were ideal for the soldiers recuperating from wounds. Those who left fit for active service were returned
quickly to their units.
Zeppelin raids continued and got further into the country. In February 1916 Lighting Order were extended
into Northamptonshire in order to hamper Zeppelin navigation. All outside lamps other than those
necessary for safety were to be extinguished and windows obscured so that only a dull subdued light was
visible externally, especially from shops windows. Several Towcester shops were fined for breaching these
regulations. This did not stop the approval of a cinema licence for the Town Hall that March.
January 1917 saw problems for Towcester’s boot-factory at the junction of Watling Street and Vernon
Road. Tribunals had given its male workers ongoing periods of exemption from being drafted but new
orders from the local War Office Recruiting Officer demanded that this must stop unless they were married
supervisors. At the same time the Minister for Munitions was demanding that boot-factory skilled men
should be retained to complete army contracts.
1918 started badly for the remaining men; the town was beer-less for a week! The despair that four years
of war brought surfaced at a special meeting of Towcester Rural District Council to discuss the holding of
a fund-raising Towcester Tank Week. Councillor Stops refused to have anything to do with it stating,
“Before the government has another shilling, they ought to say what they were fighting for!” Towcester
butchers only opened on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays because of the meat shortages. There were
strict quotas of meat for the shops in the town set by the Area Livestock Commissioner. Locals had to
register with a particular butcher as the closure of some butcher’s business increased the burden on
others. That March, schools were closed on one day so that the teachers could help in getting out the
meat rationing cards.
News of the armistice on November 11th was slow to arrive at Towcester. A private message was received,
and news spread through the town, but no one was sure it was authentic. Gradually it became accepted
and most people put flags out. The school children were given a holiday and Boy Scouts and wounded
soldiers processed around the town. At five p.m. the bells of the Church of St Lawrence at last rang out to
declare that the fighting had stopped! For all intents and purposes, the war was over. The following Sunday
a special thanksgiving service was held at the parish church. It was filled to overflowing and at the offertory
£11 was collected to go towards providing a war memorial.
The War Memorial was publicly dedicated on Sunday the 2nd May 1920. A large procession made its way
from the Market Square to the Cemetery where the memorial was unveiled by Major-General Motte.
Hymns were sung, wreaths placed at the foot of the memorial and two trumpeters of the Royal Household
Artillery sounded the Last Post and Reveille.
These are extracts from a new illustrated booklet by Towcester & District Local History Society currently
in preparation called “Towcester Home Front, 1914-1919”. It is hoped to publish this in early 2019.
Brian Giggins
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Towcester Wildlife Trust Local Group
Winter Meeting/Events Programme
All meetings will be at Towcester Mill (unless stated otherwise) starting at 7.00pm.
Donations of £2 will be gratefully received. Under 16s are free entry
Note: There is no meeting in December
Monday 21 January 2019 : Wildlife Fun Quiz with Cheese and Wine Evening
This will be an interactive night to test your knowledge about a variety of wildlife topics. It will be held at The Sawpits
Centre, Towcester NN12 6EX starting at 7.30pm. Tickets are £5 each which includes refreshments. Tickets need
to be bought in advance, so we know numbers for catering, and will be available from Colemans.
Watermeadows Management Group
There have been no meetings since June but the November meeting should bring everyone up to date and will be
reported in the next issue.
Equipment for youth groups
We have pond dipping and bug sweeping equipment and lots of ID charts for Schools and youth groups to use.
The equipment is available for community use and donations by participating groups will be welcomed, to cover
general wear and tear.
If you are interested in any of the above, or would like to know any other details about our Local Group then get in
touch with David Reed on 01327 352414 or dreedsfm@sky.com

WILDLIFE QUIZ NIGHT
The Towcester Group of the Wildlife Trust invite you to a fun quiz
at The Sawpits Centre, Richmond Road Towcester
Monday 21st January 2019
Quiz starts at 7.30pm
The quiz will be based on a mixture of wildlife objects.
The evening is to raise funds for local wildlife and to have fun.
Please come and support us.
Admission by ticket - £5.00 which includes a glass of wine and food.
Buy your ticket by emailing pandjwarden@phonecoop.coop or tickets will
be on sale from 1st January 2019 at Colemans in Watling Street.
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FAREWELLS AND NEW BEGINNINGS
‘Tis the season for wishing each other well, giving gifts and
then of course writing Thank You letters. (Yes, it is good to
keep the fabulous postal service in business, with real bits of
paper, delivered with cheer-bringing human beings, who
keep an eye on our community, to give the recipient
something to hold onto for grey February days….)
However, I’m going to do it in reverse order. I write to say
‘Thank You’ to you all for being such a wonderful town and
for all your warmth and welcome to me over the last six and
a half years as I have tried to lead the church in this town
and across four parishes in five church buildings (Greens
Norton, Bradden Towcester, Caldecote and Easton Neston).
It is with mixed feelings that I announce I am moving to
Goring on Thames after Christmas. I am taking on three
villages where there has been much sadness with the death
of their previous vicar and where there is lots to do in three
primary schools, curate training, and much else besides.
Adventures to be had, and a train line to get my wife to work
in central Oxford.
I have learned a great deal from many of you and
shared some deep and precious times. Thank
you for the trust, friendship and privilege you
have shared with me.
The church is a real treasure for this town and a
resource to be used. It has the best story in the
world to share – the news that we are all loveable
and that we are known and loved by someone
greater than we can imagine.
This same God is also willing to trust you with
new gifts, opportunities and insights each day.
Do unwrap this gift this Christmas and in the year
ahead. Do live dangerously, not in fear of
litigation, or even of death (both a bit over-rated
perhaps) but follow where vulnerable life-giving
love calls you.
I hope to see as many of you as possible at my
last service here at 9.30am on 6th January,
Epiphany, the day of gifts and looking forward.
Revd Ben Phillips
11

dKt^dZdKtEKhE/>ͲĂůĂŶĐĞ^ŚĞĞƚĂƚϯϭƐƚDĂƌĐŚϮϬϭϴ


Ɛƚ

Ɛƚ

ϯϭ DĂƌĐŚϮϬϭϳ
hZZEd^^d^
ϯϭ DĂƌĐŚϮϬϭϴ
ϯ͕ϮϴϮ
ĞďƚŽƌƐ
Ϯ͕ϵϳϯ
Ϭ
WĂǇŵĞŶƚƐŝŶĂĚǀĂŶĐĞ
Ϭ
ϯϴ͕ϵϮϭ
s͘͘d͘
ϭϵ͕ϰϭϬ
ϴϴϴ͕ϮϭϮ
ĂƐŚŝŶŚĂŶĚ
ϴϲϲ͕Ϭϳϱ
ϵϯϬ͕ϰϭϱ
dKd>^^d^
ϴϴϴ͕ϰϱϴ




hZZEd>//>/d/^

Ϯϱϭ͕ϲϳϴ
ƌĞĚŝƚŽƌƐ
ϭϮ͕ϱϲϬ



ϲϳϴ͕ϳϯϳ
Ed^^d^
ϴϳϱ͕ϴϵϴ
Ϯϰϴ͕ϮϮϴ
'ĞŶĞƌĂů&ƵŶĚ
ϰϰϯ͕ϯϲϬ
ϱϱϬ
ĂƌŵĂƌŬĞĚZĞƐĞƌǀĞƐ͗dŽǁŶ,Ăůů
ϱϱϯ
ϰϮϵ͕ϵϱϵ
ĂƌŵĂƌŬĞĚZĞƐĞƌǀĞƐ͗ZĞĐƌĞĂƚŝŽŶͬ>ĞŝƐƵƌĞ
ϰϯϭ͕ϵϴϱ
Ɛƚ
dŚĞĂďŽǀĞƐƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚƐƚŚĞĨŝŶĂŶĐŝĂůƉŽƐŝƚŝŽŶŽĨƚŚĞƵƚŚŽƌŝƚǇĂƚϯϭ DĂƌĐŚϮϬϭϴĂŶĚƌĞĨůĞĐƚƐŝƚƐŝŶĐŽŵĞͬĞǆƉĞŶĚŝƚƵƌĞĨŽƌƚŚĞǇĞĂƌ͘
ƚŚ
^ŝŐŶĞĚĂŶĚĂƉƉƌŽǀĞĚďǇƚŚĞZĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐͬWůĂŶŶŝŶŐŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞŽŶϰ :ƵŶĞϮϬϭϴ
ůůƌWĞƚĞƌŽŶƋƵĞƐƚ͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘dŽǁŶDĂǇŽƌͬůŝǌĂďĞƚŚŽǆ͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘dŽǁŶůĞƌŬͬZ͘&͘K͘


dKt^dZdKtEKhE/>Ͳ/ŶĐŽŵĞĂŶĚǆƉĞŶĚŝƚƵƌĞĐĐŽƵŶƚzĞĂƌŶĚϯϭƐƚDĂƌĐŚϮϬϭϴ
Ɛƚ

zĞĂƌŶĚĞĚϯϭ DĂƌĐŚϮϬϭϳ
ϯϭϴ͕Ϭϭϰ
Ϯ͕ϱϳϬ
ϭ͕ϬϮϳ
ϭϮ͕ϭϭϵ
ϭϲ͕ϱϮϰ
Ϯϱ͕ϭϬϴ
ϵϴ
Ϭ
ϰ͕Ϭϱϵ
ϭ͕ϵϵϰ
ϲϯϮ
ϭϭ͕ϵϬϳ
ϰ͕ϰϮϭ
Ϭ
ϰϮϰ͕Ϯϵϭ
ϴϮϮ͕ϳϲϰ

ϭϵϲ͕Ϭϳϰ
ϭϱ͕ϴϵϳ
Ϯϱ͕ϴϴϴ
ϭϲϳ͕ϭϬϰ
ϱϬϭ
ϱϭ͕ϴϱϵ
ϯ͕ϵϬϰ
ϰϮϰ͕ϯϱϲ
ϴϴϱ͕ϱϴϯ

ϳϰϭ͕ϱϱϲ
ϴϮϮ͕ϳϲϰ
ϴϴϱ͕ϱϴϯ
ϲϳϴ͕ϳϯϳ
ϰϯϬ͕ϱϬϵ
Ϯϰϴ͕ϮϮϴ



/EKD
WƌĞĐĞƉƚ
/ŶƚĞƌĞƐƚ/ŶǀĞƐƚŵĞŶƚĐĐŽƵŶƚ
/ŶƚĞƌĞƐƚĂŶŬĐĐŽƵŶƚ
dŽǁŶƌŝĞƌ
,Ăůů,ŝƌĞ
KĨĨŝĐĞZĞŶƚƐ
DĞĞƚŝŶŐZŽŽŵ,ŝƌĞ
DŝƐĐĞůůĂŶĞŽƵƐ
'ĞŶĞƌĂů
ŐĞŶĐǇ^ĞƌǀŝĐĞƐZĞŝŵďƵƌƐĞĚ
ůůŽƚŵĞŶƚZĞŶƚƐ
ĞŵĞƚĞƌǇ
ZĞĐƌĞĂƚŝŽŶͬ>ĞŝƐƵƌĞ
'ƌĂŶƚƐ
^ϭϬϲŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚŝŽŶƐ
dKd>/EKD
yWE/dhZ
'ĞŶĞƌĂůĐĐŽƵŶƚ
^ĞĐƚŝŽŶϭϯϳWĂǇŵĞŶƚƐ
ĞŵĞƚĞƌǇ
ZĞĐƌĞĂƚŝŽŶĐĐŽƵŶƚ
WƵďůŝĐ>ŝŐŚƚŝŶŐ
dŽǁŶ,ĂůůĐĐŽƵŶƚ
ůůŽƚŵĞŶƚƐ
^ϭϬϲ
dKd>yWE/dhZ
'EZ>&hE
Ɛƚ
ĂůĂŶĐĞĂƚϭ ƉƌŝůϮϬϭϳ
ĚĚdŽƚĂů/ŶĐŽŵĞ
ĞĚƵĐƚdŽƚĂůǆƉĞŶĚŝƚƵƌĞ
Ɛƚ
ĂůĂŶĐĞĂƚϯϭ DĂƌĐŚϮϬϭϲ
dƌĂŶƐĨĞƌĨƌŽŵZĞƐĞƌǀĞƐ
'ĞŶĞƌĂů&ƵŶĚ

12

Ɛƚ

zĞĂƌŶĚĞĚϯϭ DĂƌĐŚϮϬϭϴ
ϯϮϴ͕ϳϱϱ
Ϯ͕ϬϮϵ
Ϯϱϰ
ϴ͕ϵϳϱ
ϭϳ͕ϭϰϵ
Ϯϰ͕Ϯϰϱ
ϭϱϳ
ϭϭ͕ϯϮϮ
Ϯϰ͕Ϯϭϱ
ϭ͕ϵϵϰ
ϲϬϴ
ϭϲ͕ϱϳϯ
ϯϬ͕ϵϯϰ
Ϭ
ϯϭϯ͕ϱϰϬ
ϳϴϬ͕ϳϱϬ

ϭϮϱ͕ϵϬϯ
ϭϲ͕ϭϯϱ
Ϯϰ͕ϯϬϵ
ϭϵϰ͕Ϯϰϴ
ϱϬϯ
ϲϴ͕Ϯϳϳ
ϰϬ͕ϲϴϵ
ϭϭϯ͕ϱϮϱ
ϱϴϯ͕ϱϴϵ

ϲϳϴ͕ϳϯϳ
ϳϴϬ͕ϳϱϬ
ϱϴϯ͕ϱϴϵ
ϴϳϱ͕ϴϵϴ
ϰϯϮ͕ϱϯϴ
ϰϰϯ͕ϯϲϬ

UNITING IN REMEMBRANCE

Hundreds of children from Nicholas Hawksmoor Primary School stood together with forces veterans, current service
personnel, members of the public and esteemed guests on Friday 9th November to mark the centenary of the end
of the First World War.
The event ‘Generations Unite in Remembrance’ was
aimed at bringing the generations together and
giving the children the opportunity to listen to those
who could retell memories and experiences of
serving in the forces or being a family member of
someone who served.
The morning was shared with five ‘There But Not
There’ silhouettes, which were awarded to the
school by the Armistice and Armed Forces
Communities programme and funded by the Armed
Forces Covenant Fund Trust. The programme
supports events to bring communities together to
remember and think about the Armed Forces today.
Welcomed by Headteacher, Andrea Curtis, the guests were treated to a sing-song by the children from Year 6 singing
‘It’s a Long Way to Tipperary’, a song popular among soldiers in the First World War and remembered as a song of
that war. The children then introduced themselves to the guests and shared refreshments while chatting about the
war, and looking at artefacts, photos, medals and other militaria. They shared the projects they had been working on
and showed the guests the incredible artwork that had been created by the children and was on display.
“This project was a fantastic opportunity for the children of NHPS and the surrounding
community to come together and mark such an important, historic event,” said Andrea Curtis.
“All the children gained so much for having face-to-face conversations with our guests,
ensuring that the real-life experiences of a century ago remain in our memories for generations
to come. It was truly a fascinating and inspiring morning for all who joined us.”
The event concluded with the whole school’s children and guests coming together outside the
school to experience a number of poems and readings, a moving performance of The Last
Post and a two-minute silence.
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Towcester Royal British Legion

Towcester Royal British Legion
POPPY APPEAL 2018

At the time of writing this article, the Poppy Appeal for 2018 has ended but there are still a few collecting
cans to be counted, and donations from other sources to be banked, but initial indications suggest that we
are on target for another bumper year. As of 19th November, we have banked just shy of £23,000.
This is due partly to the many organisations who are happy to take a Poppy tray and Collecting Can (even
more this year than ever before), to make buying a poppy as painless as possible. Also, our thanks to all
our wonderful volunteers, who are happy to give up some of their time to stand and sell poppies around
the town, but mainly to everyone in the community who seem to take the Poppy Appeal to their hearts and
give very generously. So to everyone involved, again, a very sincere “Thank You”.
The Poppy Appeal only collects about 40% of the money which is necessary to fund the RBL’s work which
runs to over £2Million every week so any money given is very gratefully received.
REMEMBRANCE 2018
This year was of course the 100th anniversary of the Armistice when the guns thankfully and eventually fell
silent. There were events throughout the land to commemorate this and Towcester rose to the occasion.
The Remembrance Garden next to St Lawrence was completely refurbished and the WI managed to get
a vast army of volunteers to knit and crochet poppies for their stunning Poppy Cascade which adorned the
Garden. Nicholas Hawksmoor and Sponne students produced beautiful art boards which formed a
backdrop to the Cascade. The Dedication Service was very well-attended and representatives included
the Deputy Lord Lieutenant, High Sheriff and our local MP and other local dignitaries.
During the week leading up to this, the WI members decorated the Church with wonderful poppy displays.
There was an excellent concert in St Lawrence on Saturday 10th November with moving pieces of music
from Towcester Studio Band and the Towcester Choral Society. They performed to a sell-out audience
who were blown away with their skill and talent.
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Home Start Daventry & South Northants
– the local family support charity
What does Home Start Daventry & South Northants do?
Home Start Daventry & South Northants is the local, Towcester-based charity which supports fragile
families with young children, using professionally trained volunteers. We work across the two districts of
South Northamptonshire and Daventry, in Towcester, Daventry Brackley, and all the local villages.
Last year, we supported some 67 families, with 141 children. A volunteer visits the family weekly, at
home, and offers non-judgemental support, practical help and friendship. The family must have at have
at least one child under five years. They are often experiencing difficult and stressful times – perhaps
indebtedness, social or rural isolation, mental health issues, domestic abuse, bereavement and other
stresses.
Earlier this year, one mother thanked us at the end of 12 months
support, writing, “My volunteer supported me and my child
during a very difficult year – thank you.” Another wrote, “My
volunteer, Sandra, has become a friend who I love and respect
like one of my own family.” One parent wrote simply, “Home
Start saved my life.”
We are also now running three Stay & Play groups for local families:
these are very popular. Our volunteers and staff make these groups
happen, and in Towcester we are sponsored by the Town Council
and SNC. We work closely MIND, NorPip and the Northamptonshire
Domestic Abuse Service.
Health Visitors recognise that our work is valuable because it is preventative. We work alongside
professional specialists, including social workers, complementing their skills and providing excellent value
for money. It costs us £1716 to support a young family for a year with a home-visiting volunteer
(compared with over £4,000 a WEEK to keep a child in care).

How you can support our work
If you support Home Start Daventry & South Northants, you can be assured that your donation will be
going to a well-run local charity (Reg Charity No 1105831). Funding is a constant struggle, and we have
just come to the end of a 5-year Big Lottery award. We have been successful in securing some new funding
and are determined to continue our work.
You could
➢ Become a Trustee (we need a Treasurer in particular, plus someone with legal expertise, and
enthusiastic, passionate people with organising and marketing skills);
➢ Train to be a home-visiting volunteer – ask about our next course;
➢

Become a regular supporter – all monthly donations are used to support local families with young
children.

To find out more, please contact our office, which is in Victoria House, Towcester:
01327 353139, or email the office at manager@homestart-davsn.org.uk or contact me personally on
jean@morgan.gb.net

We would love to tell you more about our work!
If you, or someone you know, is interested in support from Home Start, please get in touch, in strictest
confidence, using the details above.
Thank you for your interest,
Jean Morgan, Chair of Trustees
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Towcester Writers' Group
We are a small, friendly group of aspiring writers. Our abilities are very mixed, and we offer a warm
welcome to newcomers. You can find us on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/TowcesterWriters
Our informal meetings are held in Towcester Library at the Forum on the third Wednesday of every Month
from 7.30 to 9.30. We look forward to meeting you. Please come and join us.
Here's a piece by one of our members:

Bells at Christmas ©
(A Victorian pastiche)
Geoffrey Iley

It was Christmas eve in Towcester and all along Watling Street
Were throngs of happy revellers with Christmas fare replete.
But one poor shambling figure was not like all the rest,
A hunchbacked ragged pauper, his head sunk to his chest.
But suddenly he straightened up ─ and Quasimodo’s hopes
Were buoyed by the sound of ringing as the bell-ringers tugged their ropes.
He lumbered past the Market Place and then along Chantry Lane
Till he stood at the door of St Lawrence Church and felt he was home again.
True, it wasn’t like Notre Dame, but this team clanged with the best;
Little they knew that the hunchback was about to make a request.
He beat his fists on the old oak door, ‘Ouvrez la porte!’ he roared,
‘I muss get up to ze bell tower for my strength to be restored.
If I miss my daily stint wiz ze bells, I’ll wither and waste away ─
So, permettez-moi to join you till ze break of Christmas Day.’
The bell-tower captain pondered, then yelled ‘Come in; feel free.’
Quasimodo sprang to a bell rope. ‘Allez mes braves!’, cried he.
Then merry peals from Towcester rang through the Christmas night
And a flurry of gentle snowflakes created a landscape white.
And children as far as Abthorpe who heard those distant bells
Called out to their doting parents, ‘we know what that sound foretells;
Those far-off bells are magical ─ they’ll bring us such soothing rest,
We’ll all have a wonderful Christmas and one that is truly blessed.’
**********
Quasimodo enjoyed his Christmas with our bell-ringers of renown,
Wherever his travels take him, he’ll remember our festive town.
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TOWCESTER & DISTRICT
LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

This has been a busy period for members of the Society engaged in planning our future programme,
working on a new book and others taking part in an important project researching Towcester’s historic
buildings.
The Society has been playing a key role over the past four years in the Towcester Area World War One
Commemoration Committee, and now is working on a new book about the Home Front in the town,
through the war and into its aftermath. Brian Giggins’s article elsewhere in this edition explains a lot
more.
Several Society members are part of the group – led by Brian – that is preparing a survey of the town’s
historic buildings. Already there have been exciting discoveries and their report will be an important
document to add to the history of the town.
One of the busiest committee members lately has been Speaker Secretary, Sue Ingram, as she puts
together the speaker programme for next year and into 2020. The result is a fascinating range of
subjects including Royal Bastards, a villainous crew in Culworth, the Women;s Land Army in WWI, the
National Leather Collection and a great deal more.

A PROGRAMME
TO WARM WINTER EVENINGS
A PROGRAMME TO WARM
WINTER EVENINGS
Wednesday 12th December : Christmas meeting
Party time for members and their guests with the usual quiz, raffle, buffet and drinks, plus a few
surprises.
Mike Ingram
Wednesday 9th January : The Battle of Northampton 1460
Mike, a military historian, author, lecturer and battlefield guide, makes a welcome return to Towcester to
tell the story of the battle of Northampton, the first major engagement of the Wars of the Roses. The talk
looks at the battle itself, and where it was fought.
Judge Rupert Mayo
Wednesday 13th February : Recorders of Northampton
The Society is delighted to welcome Judge Rupert Mayo to delve into the various ups and downs of the
wide range of legal characters who have been Recorders of Northampton since 1478. He will outline the
roles of the different courts and give an insight on just how important our county towns have been over
the centuries.
Wednesday 13th March : Annual General Meeting
Including an update from Brian Giggins on the building survey
-o0oMeetings are held at the Riverside Resource in Islington Road, at 7.30pm. There is a fee of £2 for nonmembers. For enquiries please contact David Wilcock on 01327 351782 or John Morris on 07725
839795
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SIMPLY SMILE RAISES FUNDS FOR BREAST CANCER UK
Ever wondered what happens to your old crowns and bridges when they have to be removed or changed?
Well, at Simply Smile Shire Court Dental Practice based in the heart of Towcester we are using our patient’s old
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chosen by our staff and patients. Our First charity chosen was Breast Cancer UK.
Ever wondered what happens to your old crowns and bridges when they have to be removed or changed?
Well, at Simply Smile Shire Court Dental Practice based in the heart of Towcester we are using our patient’s old
crowns/bridges (precious metals) towards raising money for Local/National Charities. Twice a year a new charity is
chosen by our staff and patients. Our First charity chosen was Breast Cancer UK.

Please see our New Dentist Jenna handing over our cheque to Lisa from Breast Cancer UK. Jenna is taking on new
private patients and is also offering Facial Aesthetics.
Breast Cancer UK is the only UK Charity focused on the prevention of breast cancer, and as 1 in 8 women in the UK
will be diagnosed with breast cancer, they campaign to reduce to the risk.
Please see our New Dentist Jenna handing over our cheque to Lisa from Breast Cancer UK. Jenna is taking on new
private patients and is also offering Facial Aesthetics.
Breast Cancer UK is the only UK Charity focused on the prevention of breast cancer, and as 1 in 8 women in the UK
will be diagnosed with breast cancer, they campaign to reduce to the risk.

[TVBF Advert]

[TVBF Advert]
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES 2018
There are a variety of services in Towcester to help you celebrate Christmas
- the coming of Christ our Saviour into the world.
Please do join us on any occasion and we hope you will feel welcomed and blessed!
Thursday

20th December

6.30pm

Carols in the Square with Towcester Studio Band

St. Mary’s, Easton Neston, NN12 7HS
Sunday
2nd December
Christmas Eve
24th December
Christmas Eve
24th December
Saturday
5th January

3.00pm
3.00pm
6.00pm
6.00pm

Christingle
Crib Service
Carols & Holy Communion
Epiphany Communion Cotswold Voices

St Lawrence, Towcester, NN12 6YY
Sunday
2nd December
Sunday
16th December
Sunday
23rd December
Christmas Eve
24th December
Christmas Eve
24th December
Christmas Day
25th December
Sunday
30th December
Sunday
30th December

4.00pm
6.00pm
9.30am
4.00pm
11.00pm
9.30am
8.00am
11.00 am

Christingle
Nine Lessons & Carols by Candlelight
Holy Communion
Crib Service
Christmas night Communion
Family Communion
Holy Communion
Combined Service at Greens Norton
“Jesus the Boy!”

St Augustine, Caldecote, NN12 8AG
Sunday
23rd December
Christmas Day
25th December

6.00pm
11.15am

Carol Service
Christmas Communion

Methodist Church, Brackley Road, NN12 6DH
Sunday
16th December
10.30am
Christmas Eve
24th December
10.30am
th
Christmas Day
25 December
10.00am
St Thomas More, Meeting Lane, NN12 6JX
Christmas Eve
24th December
5.30pm
Christmas Eve
24th December
7.00pm
th
Christmas Day
25 December
11.00am

Service led by Church Family
Holy Communion for Christmas
Christmas Celebration
(Ecumenical service with TVBF)
Children’s Christmas Vigil Mass
Vigil Mass for Christmas
Christmas Day Mass

T.V.B.F. (Services at Nicholas Hawksmoor School, NN12 6JA
Sunday
16th December
5.00pm
Christingle Service “Celebrating Christmas”
Sunday
23rd December
10.30am
All-age Christmas Service “A promise kept”
Sunday
23rd December
6.30pm
Carols by Candle-light “The Wonder of
Christmas today”
th
Christmas Day
25 December
10.00am
The promise revealed
(Ecumenical service at Methodist Church)
Sunday
30th December
10.30am
A promise for all to share
(Joint service at Weston Chapel, Weston)
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Sell Out Annual Concert for Male Voice Choir

On 20 October, Northampton Male Voice Choir (NMVC) under its Musical Director, Stephen Bell, performed to
a capacity audience of 400 at The Cripps Theatre, Northampton School for Boys.
The men were superbly supported by their special guests, the award-winning ladies a cappella chorus “Junction
14” from Milton Keynes, who performed a brilliantly contrasting selection of songs from their repertoire.
The concert ended with an impromptu finale with both choirs taking to the stage to give a rousing performance
of “When the Saints Go Marching In” with enthusiastic audience participation.
Having significantly increased its numbers by 35 men following a major recruitment initiative earlier in the year,
this concert represents something of a musical watershed for NMVC which, at over 80 strong, is now one of
the largest male voice choirs in the country and is entering a significant period of development in which it will
expand its repertoire and further improve its very high standards.
For further details about Northampton Male Voice Choir please check out the NMVC website on
www.nmvc.co.uk
Information about Junction 14 may be found at http://junction14.org

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE TOWN
A date for your diary

The next Annual Meeting of the Town will take place at 7:30pm
on Monday, 4th March 2019 in Towcester Town Hall.
This meeting is an opportunity for residents to address
the Town Council with any concerns they may have
on matters relating to Towcester.
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ZĞǀ >ƵůƵ WĞůůǇ͕ ,ŽŶ : D Z ^ĂƵŶĚĞƌƐ tĂƚƐŽŶ ;,ŝŐŚ^ŚĞƌŝĨĨ ŽĨ EŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶƐŚŝƌĞͿ͕ ZŝĐŚĂƌĚ ĂůůǇŶ ;ŚĂŝƌŵĂŶ ŽĨ ^EͿ͕ Dƌ ^ƚƵĂƌƚ ZŝĐŚŵŽŶĚͲ
tĂƚƐŽŶ;ĞƉƵƚǇ>ŝĞƵƚĞŶĂŶƚŽĨEŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶƐŚŝƌĞͿŝůĞĞŶZĞŝĚ;WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚŽĨdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌǀĞŶŝŶŐt/Ϳ͕ĂǀŝĚZĞĞĚ;Z>WŽƉƉǇƉƉĞĂůKƌŐĂŶŝƐĞƌͿ͕
^ƵĞ,ĂŵŝůƚŽŶ;dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌǀĞŶŝŶŐt/Ϳ͕WĞƚĞƌŽŶƋƵĞƐƚ;dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌDĂǇŽƌͿ͕Zƚ,ŽŶŶĚƌĞĂ>ĞĂĚƐŽŵDW͕ZĞǀĞŶWŚŝůůŝƉƐĂŶĚWĞƚĞƌ^ƚƌĂƚƚŽŶ
;ĞƉƵƚǇŚĂŝƌŵĂŶZ>Ϳ



dŚĞĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŝŶdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌĐĂŵĞƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌĨŽƌƚŚĞĞĚŝĐĂƚŝŽŶŽĨƚŚĞ'ĂƌĚĞŶŽĨ ZĞŵĞŵďƌĂŶĐĞĂƚƚŚĞ
beginning of the Royal British Legion’s 2018 Poppy Appeal on Saturday 27th October.
Towcester Evening WI’s Gardening Team, along with some willing helpers, had redesigned and planted
ƚŚĞŐĂƌĚĞŶĂƚ^ƚ>ĂǁƌĞŶĐĞŚƵƌĐŚŝŶƉƌĞƉĂƌĂƚŝŽŶĨŽƌƚŚĞƐĞĂƐŽŶŽĨZĞŵĞŵďƌĂŶĐĞĂŶĚƚŽĐŽŵŵĞŵŽƌĂƚĞ
ƚŚĞĞŶƚĞŶĂƌǇŽĨƚŚĞƌŵŝƐƚŝĐĞŽĨƚŚĞ&ŝƌƐƚtŽƌůĚtĂƌ͘
dŚĞŐĂƌĚĞŶǁĂƐĂĚŽƌŶĞĚǁŝƚŚĂWŽƉƉǇĂƐĐĂĚĞĂŶĚƐŽŵĞƐƚƵŶŶŝŶŐĂƌƚǁŽƌŬƐĂŶĚƚŚĞƉŽƉƉŝĞƐĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞĚ
ŝŶƚŽƚŚĞŚƵƌĐŚǁŚŝĐŚǁĂƐĨƵƌƚŚĞƌĞŶŚĂŶĐĞĚďǇƚŚĞǁŽƌŬŽĨůŽĐĂůĂƌƚŝƐƚ͕sĂů'ŽůĚĨŝŶĐŚ͕ĂŶĚϭϬ^ŝůŚŽƵĞƚƚĞƐ
from the “There but Not There” charity.
dŚĞZŽǇĂůƌŝƚŝƐŚ>ĞŐŝŽŶ͕^ƚ>ĂǁƌĞŶĐĞŚƵƌĐŚ͕dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌǀĞŶŝŶŐt/ĂŶĚƚŚĞ^ĐŚŽŽůŽĨ>ŝĨĞůĞĚƚŚĞWŽƉƉǇ
ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ͕ďƵƚŝƚŝƐƚŚĞƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐŽĨdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌǁŚŽƐŚŽƵůĚďĞƌĞĂůůǇƉƌŽƵĚŽĨǁŚĂƚƚŚĞǇŚĂǀĞĂĐŚŝĞǀĞĚ͘
dŚĞƌĞǁĂƐĂŚƵŐĞƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞĨƌŽŵĂůůƚŚĞĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŝŶƉƌŽǀŝĚŝŶŐƉŽƉƉŝĞƐŽĨǀĂƌŝŽƵƐƐŝǌĞƐĂŶĚŝŶĚŝĨĨĞƌĞŶƚ
ŵĞĚŝƵŵƐ͘EƵŵĞƌŽƵƐůŽĐĂůŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƚŝŽŶƐƚŽŽŬƉĂƌƚŝŶŵĂŬŝŶŐƚŚĞƉŽƉƉŝĞƐͲĨƌŽŵEƵƌƐĞƌǇĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͕^ĐŽƵƚƐ
ĂŶĚ'ƵŝĚĞƐƚŽƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐŽĨĐĂƌĞŚŽŵĞƐͲĂŶĚƚŚĞƚŚƌĞĞdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ^ĐŚŽŽůƐ;EŝĐŚŽůĂƐ,ĂǁŬƐŵŽŽƌWƌŝŵĂƌǇ
^ĐŚŽŽů͕^ƉŽŶŶĞ^ĐŚŽŽů͕ĂŶĚdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌŽĨWƌŝŵĂƌǇ^ĐŚŽŽůͿƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚƚŚĞĂƌƚǁŽƌŬĨŽƌƚŚĞŐĂƌĚĞŶĂŶĚ
ƚŚĞůĂƌŐĞƌƉŽƉƉŝĞƐ͘
t/ŵĞŵďĞƌƐƚŚĞŶĐƌĞĂƚĞĚƚŚĞWŽƉƉǇĂƐĐĂĚĞŽƵƚŽĨĂůůƚŚĞďĞĂƵƚŝĨƵůƉŽƉƉŝĞƐƚŚĂƚŚĂĚďĞĞŶƐƵďŵŝƚƚĞĚ
ĂŶĚǁĞƌĞŚĞůƉĞĚďǇĂƐĞƌǀŝŶŐƐŽůĚŝĞƌƚŽĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƚƚŚĞĂƌƚŝŶƐƚĂůůĂƚŝŽŶ͘tĞǁĞƌĞŝŶƵŶĚĂƚĞĚǁŝƚŚƐŽŵĂŶǇ
ƉŽƉƉŝĞƐƚŚĂƚƚŚĞǇǁĞƌĞĂůƐŽĂďůĞƚŽĚĞĐŽƌĂƚĞƚŚĞŝŶƚĞƌŝŽƌŽĨ^ƚ>ĂǁƌĞŶĐĞŚƵƌĐŚ͘
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dŚĞ ƉŽƉƉŝĞƐ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ĐŚƵƌĐŚ ǁŝůů ƌĞŵĂŝŶ ŽŶ ĚŝƐƉůĂǇ
ƵŶƚŝů EŽǀĞŵďĞƌ ϮϳƚŚ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ WŽƉƉǇ ĂƐĐĂĚĞ ƵŶƚŝů
ŵŝĚͲĞĐĞŵďĞƌ͘ ^ƚ >ĂǁƌĞŶĐĞ ŚƵƌĐŚ ŝƐ ŽƉĞŶĞǀĞƌǇ
ĚĂǇĨƌŽŵ ϵ͘ϯϬĂŵ Ͳ ϱƉŵ ĂŶĚ ŝƚ ŝƐ ŚŽƉĞĚƚŚĂƚ ŵĂŶǇ
ƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐĂŶĚǀŝƐŝƚŽƌƐǁŝůůĐŽŵĞĂůŽŶŐĂŶĚǀŝĞǁƚŚĞƐĞ
ŵĂŐŶŝĨŝĐĞŶƚĚŝƐƉůĂǇƐ͕ĂƐƚŚĞǇŚĂǀĞĂůƌĞĂĚǇ͘
ttϭ ĂĨĨĞĐƚĞĚ ĞǀĞƌǇ ĨĂŵŝůǇ ŝŶ ŽƵƌ ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ ĂŶĚ
dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌǁĂƐŶŽĞǆĐĞƉƚŝŽŶͲŽƵƚŽĨϮϰϳŵĞŶǁŚŽ
ůĞĨƚdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌƚŽĨŝŐŚƚŝŶƚŚĞǁĂƌ͕ϲϱĂƌĞŶĂŵĞĚŽŶ
dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ tĂƌ DĞŵŽƌŝĂů ĂƐ ŶŽƚ ƌĞƚƵƌŶŝŶŐ ƚŽ ƚŚĞŝƌ
ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ͘
tĞŚŽƉĞƚŚĂƚƚŚŝƐƉƌŽũĞĐƚǁŝůůĂůƐŽŚĞůƉƚŚĞƚŽǁŶ͗ĂƐ
dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ ŝƐ ĞǀĞƌ ĞǆƉĂŶĚŝŶŐ ŽƵƌ ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ ŚĂƐ
ĐŽŵĞ ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ ǁŝƚŚ ŽůĚ dŽǁĐĞƐƚƌŝĂŶƐ ŵĞĞƚŝŶŐ
ŶĞǁĐŽŵĞƌƐ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ƚŽǁŶ͘ ^Ž ŶŽƚ ŽŶůǇ ǁĞƌĞ ǁĞ
ĐŽŵŵĞŵŽƌĂƚŝŶŐ ŽƵƌ ŚĞƌŝƚĂŐĞ ĂŶĚ ĞĚƵĐĂƚŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ
ǇŽƵŶŐĞƌ ŐĞŶĞƌĂƚŝŽŶƐ ďƵƚ ŚŽƉĞĨƵůůǇ ǁĞ ŚĂǀĞ ĂůƐŽ
ďƵŝůƚďƌŝĚŐĞƐ͖ĨƌŝĞŶĚƐŚŝƉƐŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶĨŽƌŵĞĚĂŶĚǁĞ
ŚĂǀĞ ũŽŝŶĞĚ ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ ĂƐ Ă ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ ƚŚĞ
ǁŽƌŬŽĨƚŚĞƉƌŽũĞĐƚ͘
&ŝŶĂůůǇ͕ŽŶďĞŚĂůĨŽĨƚŚĞƐƚĂŬĞŚŽůĚĞƌƐŽĨƚŚŝƐƉƌŽũĞĐƚͲ
ZŽǇĂůƌŝƚŝƐŚ>ĞŐŝŽŶ͕^ƚ>ĂǁƌĞŶĐĞŚƵƌĐŚ͕^ĐŚŽŽůŽĨ
>ŝĨĞWƌŽũĞĐƚĂŶĚdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌǀĞŶŝŶŐt/Ͳ/ǁŽƵůĚůŝŬĞ
ƚŽ ĞǆƚĞŶĚ ŽƵƌ ŐƌĂƚŝƚƵĚĞ ĨŽƌ ĞǀĞƌǇŽŶe’s support for
ƚŚŝƐƉƌŽũĞĐƚ͗ŝƚǁŽƵůĚŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶŶŽƚŚŝŶŐǁŝƚŚŽƵƚƚŚĞ
ŝŶƉƵƚŽĨĞĂĐŚĂŶĚĞǀĞƌǇŐƌŽƵƉĂŶĚƚŚĞƐĐŚŽŽůƐĂŶĚ
ŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂůƐŽĨŽƵƌƚŽǁŶ͘^Ž͕a huge “Thank You” to
ĂůůƚŚĞŶƵŵĞƌŽƵƐŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƚŝŽŶƐĂŶĚŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂůƐǁŚŽ
ƚŽŽŬƉĂƌƚĂŶĚƚŽĂůůƚŚĞůŽĐĂůďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐĞƐƚŚĂƚŚĞůƉĞĚ
ƵƐ ŽƵƚ ĂůŽŶŐ ƚŚĞ ǁĂǇ͘  dŚĞ ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ ĨƌŽŵ ƚŚĞ
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇǁĂƐƚƌƵůǇŽǀĞƌǁŚĞůŵŝŶŐ͘
“Created by the Community for the Community”
^ƵĞ,ĂŵŝůƚŽŶ
>ĞĂĚĞƌŽĨƚŚĞdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇWŽƉƉǇWƌŽũĞĐƚ
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