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‘Bring a Man to School Morning’
Over the past few years, Towcester C of E
Primary School’s ‘Bring a Man to School’
morning has been hugely successful. Last
year they hosted over 100 dads, grandads,
uncles and brothers of their school children,
all taking part in a wide variety of lessons
and activities. This year, they hope to
inspire just as many, if not more, male role
models, to take part on Thursday, 21st
March.
The aim of the morning is for all children to
see more male role models in school, as
often there is a lack of men in primary
education. In the past they have joined in
with class activities, taking part in science,
DT, ICT, Forest Schools, sports and
reading buddy sessions.
The school has been delighted by the
number of men joining them for the ‘Bring a
Man to School’ morning. All children in the
school get to see them taking part and this
gives a clear example of the importance of
learning.
The school’s mission statement is “Enjoy,
Believe, Achieve, Succeed” - to enjoy
learning, believe in ourselves, our faith and
others, to help us achieve our full potential
and succeed in all areas of life to make us
happy and rounded individuals.
Photographs courtesy of Towcester C of E Primary School

A WORD FROM THE MAYOR…
tĞŵĂǇƐƚŝůůďĞďĂƚƚůŝŶŐƚŚĞĐŽůĚ͕ǁŝŶĚĂŶĚƌĂŝŶŽĨŵŝĚͲǁŝŶƚĞƌĂƐ/ǁƌŝƚĞ͕ďƵƚŝƚĚŽĞƐŶŽƚůĂƐƚĨŽƌĞǀĞƌĂŶĚ^ƉƌŝŶŐǁŝůůƐŽŽŶďĞŚĞƌĞ͘
ŶĂĚǀĂŶĐĞŵĞƐƐĞŶŐĞƌŽĨŝƚŵŝŐŚƚďĞĂƌŽƵŶĚĞǀĞŶǁŚĞŶƚŚŝƐĞĚŝƚŝŽŶŽĨƚŚĞdŽǁŶƌŝĞƌůĂŶĚƐŽŶǇŽƵƌĚŽŽƌŵĂƚ͘/ůŽǀĞƐƉƌŝŶŐƚŝŵĞ
ŝŶŶŐůĂŶĚ͘/ƚŝƐŶŽƚƚŝůůǇŽƵĞŶĚƵƌĞƚŚĞŚĞĂƚĂŶĚŚƵŵŝĚŝƚǇŽĨĂƚƌŽƉŝĐĂůĐůŝŵĂƚĞĨŽƌĂǁŚŝůĞĂŶĚƌĞƚƵƌŶƚŽŶŐůĂŶĚŝŶƚŚĞ^ƉƌŝŶŐƚŚĂƚ
ƚŚĞďĞĂƵƚǇŽĨŽƵƌŐƌĞĞŶĂŶĚƉůĞĂƐĂŶƚůĂŶĚŝƐĨƵůůǇĂƉƉƌĞĐŝĂƚĞĚ͘dŚĞDĂǇŽƌĞƐƐĂŶĚ/ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞĚũƵƐƚƚŚŝƐ͕ĂĨĞǁǇĞĂƌƐĂŐŽ͕ǁŚĞŶ
ǁĞƌĞƚƵƌŶĞĚĨƌŽŵĂŚŽƚĂŶĚĚƌĞŶĐŚĞĚDƵŵďĂŝ ;/ƐƚŝůůŬŶŽǁŝƚĂƐŽŵďĂǇͿ͕ƚŽƚŚĞĐŽŽůŶŐůŝƐŚĐůŝŵĞŽĨĞĂƌůǇƉƌŝů͘dƌĞĞƐǁĞƌĞ
ďƵƌƐƚŝŶŐǁŝƚŚŶĞǁůŝĨĞ͘KůĚůĞĂǀĞƐƚŚĂƚƉĞƌƐŝƐƚĞĚ͕ŚĂŶŐŝŶŐŽŶďǇĂƚŚƌĞĂĚŽĨĨŝďƌĞĂƌĞƉƵƐŚĞĚŽƵƚŽĨƚŚĞǁĂǇǁŝƚŚŶĞǁŐƌŽǁƚŚ͘&ƌĞƐŚ
ŐƌĞĞŶĨŽůŝĂŐĞŽŶƚƌĞĞƐĂŶĚŚĞĚŐĞƐ͕ƚŚĂƚŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶĚŽƌŵĂŶƚƚŚƌŽƵŐŚƚŚĞĚĂƌŬǁŝŶƚĞƌŵŽŶƚŚƐ͕ďƌŝŐŚƚĞŶƵƉƚŚĞůĂŶĚƐĐĂƉĞ͘&ŝĞůĚƐ
ĐŽǀĞƌĞĚŽǀĞƌǁŝƚŚĨƌĞƐŚƐŚŽŽƚƐĂŶĚďŝƌĚƐƐƚĂƌƚĚƌŝĨƚŝŶŐďĂĐŬĨƌŽŵƚŚĞŝƌǁŝŶƚĞƌŵŝŐƌĂƚŝŽŶ͘dŚĞƐŽƵŶĚŽĨƚŚĞĐƵĐŬŽŽŝƐŚĞĂƌĚĂŐĂŝŶŝŶ
ƚŚĞůĂŶĚ͘ŶĚĂůůƐĞĞŵƐǁĞůůŝŶƚŚĞǁŽƌůĚ͘ƐĞŶƐĞŽĨǁĞůůďĞŝŶŐďƌŝŶŐƐǁŝƚŚŝƚƉŽƐŝƚŝǀĞĂƚƚŝƚƵĚĞƐĂŶĚƉŽƐŝƚŝǀĞŽƵƚĐŽŵĞƐ͘
DǇǁŝĨĞĂŶĚ/ŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶƉƌŝǀŝůĞŐĞĚ͕ĚƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĞƉĂƐƚƚĞŶŵŽŶƚŚƐ͕ƚŽŐĞƚĂŶŝŶƐŝŐŚƚŝŶƚŽƚŚĞ
ǁŽƌŬŽĨǀĂƌŝŽƵƐŐƌŽƵƉƐ͕ĂĐƌŽƐƐƚŚĞŐĞŶĞƌĂƚŝŽŶƐ͕ǁŚŽǁŽƌŬƚŽƉƌŽŵŽƚĞƉŽƐŝƚŝǀĞĂƚƚŝƚƵĚĞƐ
ĂŶĚ ƉŽƐŝƚŝǀĞ ŽƵƚĐŽŵĞƐ ŝŶ ŽƵƌ ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͘  WĞŽƉůĞ ƵƐŝŶŐ ƚŚĞŝƌ ƐŬŝůůƐ ĂŶĚ ĂďŝůŝƚŝĞƐ ƚŽ
ĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞŽƚŚĞƌƐŝŶƉƵƌƐƵŝƚŽĨŐƌĞĂƚĞƌĂĐŚŝĞǀĞŵĞŶƚƐ͘zŽƵŶŐƉĞŽƉůĞŚĞůƉŝŶŐŽůĚĞƌŽŶĞƐ
ƚŽŵĂƐƚĞƌŵŽĚĞƌŶƚĞĐŚŶŽůŽŐǇŽƌĐŽŵŵĞŵŽƌĂƚŝŶŐƚŚĞƉĂƐƚŝŶŽƌĚĞƌƚŽƉƌŽŵŽƚĞĂďƌŝŐŚƚĞƌ
ĨƵƚƵƌĞ͘dŚĞƚĂůĞŶƚƐŽĨǁƌŝƚĞƌƐĂŶĚĂƌƚŝƐƚƐ͕ƉŽĞƚƐĂŶĚƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĞƌƐŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶŽŶĚŝƐƉůĂǇĂŶĚ
ŚŽƉĞĨƵůůǇ ŝŶƐƉŝƌĞĚ ůĂƚĞŶƚ ƚĂůĞŶƚ ƚŽ ĞŵĞƌŐĞ ĂŶĚ ďůŽƐƐŽŵ͘ tĞ ůŽŽŬ ĨŽƌǁĂƌĚ ƚŽ ŵŽƌĞ
ĚŝƐƉůĂǇƐŽĨĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƚŝŽŶĂŶĚĐŽŽƉĞƌĂƚŝŽŶ͕ĂƐŶĞǁƉĞŽƉůĞĂƌĞŵŽǀŝŶŐŝŶƚŽƚŚĞƚŽǁŶ͕ĂŶĚ
ŶĞǁŝĚĞĂƐĂŶĚƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐĂƌĞƉƵƚ ĨŽƌǁĂƌĚĂŶĚĚĞǀĞůŽƉĞĚ͘ tĞǁĞůĐŽŵĞƚŚĞ ǀĂƌŝĞƚǇƚŚĂƚ
ŶĞǁůŝĨĞďƌŝŶŐƐĂŶĚŶĞǁĚǇŶĂŵŝĐƐƚŚĂƚĨŽůůŽǁ͘/Ĩ͕ĨŽƌƚŚĞƐĂĐƌŝĨŝĐĞƐƚŚĂƚǁĞŵƵƐƚŵĂŬĞďǇ
ǁĂǇ ŽĨ ĐŚĂŶŐĞƐ ƚŽ ŽƵƌ ůĂŶĚƐĐĂƉĞ ĂŶĚ ŽůĚ ĨĂŵŝůŝĂƌ ŚĂŶŐŽƵƚƐ͕ ǁĞ ŐĞƚ ĨƌĞƐŚ ǀŝŐŽƵƌ ĂŶĚ
ǀŝƚĂůŝƚǇƚŽŽƵƌƚŽǁŶ͕ĂůůŽĨƵƐĐĂŶĞŶũŽǇĂŶĚďĞŶĞĨŝƚĨƌŽŵĂƌĞǀŝƚĂůŝƐŝŶŐƐƉƌŝŶŐƚŝŵĞŝŶŽƵƌ
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͘>ĞƚƵƐĞŵďƌĂĐĞƚŚĞŶĞǁ͘/ĂŵĐĞƌƚĂŝŶƚŚĂƚƚŚĞƚŽǁŶŚĂƐĂďƵƐƚůŝŶŐ͕ďƌŝŐŚƚĂŶĚ
ďĞĂƵƚŝĨƵůĨƵƚƵƌĞ͘
&ŝŶĂůůǇ͕ŵǇǁŝĨĞĂŶĚ/ŝŶǀŝƚĞǇŽƵƚŽũŽŝŶƵƐat the Mayor’s Ball ĨŽƌĂŶĞǀĞŶŝŶŐŽĨ'ůŝƚǌĂŶĚ
'ůĂŵŽƵƌ ǁŝƚŚ ƚŚĞ ƚĂůĞŶƚĞĚ >ŝŶĐŽůŶ EŽĞů :Ăǌǌ dƌŝŽ ŽŶ ^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ͕ ϰƚŚ DĂǇ ϮϬϭϵ Ăƚ ƚŚĞ
dŽǁĐĞƐƚƌŝĂŶƐZƵŐďǇůƵď͘dŚŝƐǁŝůůďĞƚŚĞĨŝŶĂůĨƵŶĚƌĂŝƐŝŶŐĞǀĞŶƚĨŽƌŵǇĐŚŽƐĞŶĐĂƵƐĞƐŝŶ
ŵǇƚĞƌŵĂƐdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌDĂǇŽƌĂŶĚƉƌŽŵŝƐĞƐƚŽďĞĂĨƵŶĂŶĚĞŶƚĞƌƚĂŝŶŝŶŐĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ͘tĞůŽŽŬ
ĨŽƌǁĂƌĚƚŽǁĞůĐŽŵŝŶŐǇŽƵĂůů͘ŽŽŬŝŶŐĚĞƚĂŝůƐŽŶĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐƉĂŐĞƐ͘
ůůƌWĞƚĞƌŽŶƋƵĞƐƚ͕dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌdŽǁŶDĂǇŽƌ











ƌĂǁŝŶŐďǇ:ŽŶŶĂŽŶƋƵĞƐƚ

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE TOWN
The next Annual Meeting of the Town will take place at 7:30pm
on Monday, 4th March 2019 in Towcester Town Hall.
This meeting is an opportunity for residents to address
the Town Council with any concerns they may have
on matters relating to Towcester.
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Farewell and thanks to Revd. Ben Phillips
The Tove Benefice – that is the five church communities of St Lawrence, Towcester, St. Mary’s Easton Neston,
St, Augustine Caldecote, St. Bartholomew Greens Norton, and St. Michael’s Bradden, have entered into an
Interregnum. A Latin word meaning “between rules or ruler”. Rector Ben Phillips and his wife Sarah have moved
to a new Benefice in South Oxfordshire. We are hugely grateful for Ben’s positive enthusiasm and encouragement
to all of us in both church, town and village communities over the last six years. He will be much missed, but the
above-mentioned church communities will continue to be active in learning more of God’s passion for all of us.
We read last week the words from Isaiah (Chapter 43. verse 4: “You are precious in my sight, and I love you”. It
is the privilege and joy of all Christian communities to make those words a reality for everyone.
The Season of Lent begins on 6th March with Ash Wednesday. A time we take time to say sorry to God for the
things we get wrong, both in our lives, in our relationships and all that we fail to do to make Towcester and the
surrounding villages a good place to be. This year, as part of our discipline in Lent to do better, we are taking
time to reflect on the fabulous film of The Greatest Showman. All are welcome to join in day or evening sessions
and details are on the St. Lawrence website or available from the Benefice Office in the Chantry House. If you
want to make new friends or discuss some of the big themes that film raises do come along. The forty days of
Lent remember the 40 days Jesus spent in the wilderness, preparing for his future ministry, and are completed
with the remembrance of Holy Week. During that week, we remember in a variety of services, Jesus’ journey into
Jerusalem, hailed as a King, but then soon put before the religious and imperial authorities in an unjust trial.
Children from our Primary Schools will enter into that “Easter Experience” which tells the story of the last week of
Jesus’ life on earth. Come along and see and share in the reality of Jesus’ pain for us that we might be free.
As a church community, we search, seek and pray for a successor to Ben - someone who will continue with the
good work that he has undertaken throughout our community.
Reverend Lulu

SERVICE INFORMATION
(unless otherwise stated all services are at St. Lawrence Church, Towcester)
Ash Wednesday, 6th March

10.15 am

Palm Sunday, 14th April

9.30 am

Good Friday, 19th April

10.00 am
7.30 pm

Easter Saturday, 20th April
Easter Sunday, 21st April

6.00 pm
6.00 am
9.30 am
11.15 am
3.00 pm

Holy Communion with Imposition of Ashes
Communion Service including the reading of the
Passion Narrative (starting at Towcester Primary
School at 9.15 with procession to church).
Churches Together All Age Service
Stations of the Cross and Music
Easter Vigil at St. Mary’s Easton Neston
Dawn Service with Lighting of Paschal Candle
Easter Day Communion
Easter Day Communion with Baptism
St. Augustine, Caldecote
Easter Egg Hunt at St. Mary’s Easton Neston
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Towcester Writers’ Group

We are a small, friendly group of aspiring writers. Our abilities are very mixed, and we offer a warm welcome to
newcomers. You can find us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/TowcesterWriters. Our informal meetings
are held in Towcester Library at the Forum on the third Wednesday of every other month from 7.30 to 9.30pm. We
look forward to meeting you. Please come and join us. Here is a piece by one of our members:



AIRPORT ENCOUNTER

The departure area is crowded, and your plane is delayed.
It should be boarding in 30 minutes, so there is time for a
quick coffee in Costa and a look at the paper. But it’s
absolutely essential that you don’t miss the flight ─ the
future of the company depends on you, Colin Westerman,
to be successful at today’s crucial meeting in Dubai. You
queue, take your cappuccino and get lucky; a couple leave,
and you grab the only table in the coffee bar. As you sit
down a young man, with a Barista T shirt swoops on the
table. He has black hair and a blond moustache; he has a
butterfly tattoo on his wrist. Eager to show off his English,
he chats merrily as he cleans the table like a whirlwind. ‘I
am in this fine country seven months now. I love my work.
Everyone calls me Speedy,’ He simpers. ‘Have a good trip’.
Speedy whisks away the tray of empty cups and discarded
napkins and zooms off with the panache of Billy Elliott.

by Geoffrey Iley

overseas. This chain of events was the reason that you lost
contact with Linda. Without mobile phones or internet,
there was no way you could have reached out to each other.
You clasp Linda’s hand as the coffee goes cold ─ but you
drain your cups anyway. You tell each other about failed
marriages, bereavement, a series of jobs in different cities.
The time flies. You beg Linda to meet you again somehow,
somewhere. She longs for that happy meeting too ─ but in
a few minutes she has to fly to Accra to continue her charity
work. As you try to find a way to arrange time together,
Colin is dimly aware of the P.A. System – ‘this is the final
call for passenger Westerman for Emirates flight EK030 to
Dubai.’
You leap to your feet. ‘Oh God! I really must go now, right
now. Look, here’s the best way to reach me.’ You scribble
your email address on a napkin, kiss Linda briefly on the
cheek and dash towards the boarding gate.

You glance at your watch and frown at your paper. The
headlines are as sensational as ever and the stories are
mostly rubbish. Your shoulders ache a bit and as you fold
the paper, it’s a relief to stretch and check your briefcase.
As you do, you notice a harassed woman carrying a coffee.
She approaches your table, homing in on the vacant seat.
Her camel coat is classic and she carries a smart briefcase.
A blue scarf complements her fair skin, high cheekbones
and piercing blue eyes. At that moment the world tilts and
you freeze. Surely it can’t be Linda, not after all these
years. The past returns in a dazzling flash. You stop
breathing

Linda stands, looking forlornly at your departing figure as
you force your way through the crowd. She has moved a
few steps away from the table to catch that final glimpse.
Her eyes fill with tears. Half blinded, she gropes her way
back to her seat and collapses, shoulders shaking. She finds
a tissue and tries to dry her eyes. Her makeup has run and
she feels wretched, but also elated, now that she has found
you again. At least she has your email address. She looks
for the napkin, but the hyperactive waiter has already
cleared the table and everything has gone. She looks wildly
about her ─ could it have dropped on the floor? No, there
is nothing there. She screams at the passing waiter, who
stops in his tracks.

She sets down her coffee, not even looking up. ‘I hope this
isn’t taken’.
You find it difficult to speak and keep your head down. Your
voice comes out as a croak, ‘No, that’s fine.’

‘Did you just clear this table? Where is the napkin with the
email address? You must have seen it. Please, you’ve got
to help me.’

Only when she sits down and looks up, do your eyes meet.
She gasps and clutches the blue scarf. Colour rises to her
cheeks. ‘Colin, is it really you – after all these years? What
happened, for God’s sake?’

Speedy stammers. ‘I’m sorry lady. I just do my job and my
boss makes me clear everything as quick as possible. Cups,
cutlery and such in the blue bins and all the other stuff
straight down the chute to the big waste bin in basement.
So, is all gone. Really sorry lady. Hope is not too important.’

From both of you the words pour out in a torrent. You were
only eighteen and Linda was two years younger when
Linda’s father, a senior officer in the American Air Force,
uprooted his family from their smart detached house in an
Oxford suburb overnight. He was to relocate immediately
to an airbase in Nevada so that he could be part of a
logistics team supporting the war in Vietnam. Linda wept
as she was led from the house. You were already away on
an Outward Bound course; your own parents were visiting
the Cheltenham Festival.

The ballet is missing from the waiter’s movements as he
clears tables, casting anxious glances back towards Linda.
Who has sunk down on the table, her head in her hands,
shoulders shaking uncontrollably.
Meanwhile, you are gasping for breath as you collapse into
your seat, completely unaware of the situation you left
behind. The plane door is slammed shut seconds after you
step on board. You relax with a happy smile on your face
as the plane taxies for take-off. The negotiation in Dubai
will provide the icing on the cake. Life is going to be really,
really wonderful in the future, all thanks to that chance
meeting.

So, she scribbled a note and said she would write later. You
never got the note; fire destroyed your family home over
that same weekend. When the news reached your parents,
they raced home, only to suffer a fatal crash near
Woodstock. Distraught, you joined the army and moved
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EĞǁƐĨƌŽŵƚŚĞdŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝů
sĂŶĚĂůŝƐŵ
It is extremely disappointing to report that there continues to be a significant issue with vandalism in the town. I’m sure ŝƚǁŝůůďĞƋƵŝƚĞĚŝĨĨŝĐƵůƚ
ĨŽƌŵŽƐƚƚŽƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŚŽǁĞŶũŽǇŵĞŶƚĐĂŶďĞŐĂŝŶĞĚĨƌŽŵƐĞƚƚŝŶŐůŝŐŚƚƚŽĚŽŐǁĂƐƚĞĂŶĚůŝƚƚĞƌďŝŶƐ͕ƐŵĂƐŚŝŶŐǁŝŶĚŽǁƐĂŶĚƐĐƌĂǁůŝŶŐŽďƐĐĞŶĞ
graffiti onto seats and play equipment….and there has been no respite from this during the autumn/winter months. Please encoƵƌĂŐĞǇŽƵŶŐ
ƉĞŽƉůĞŝŶǇŽƵƌĐĂƌĞƚŽƌĞƐƉĞĐƚƚŚĞŝƌĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂŶĚƚŽƚĂŬĞƉƌŝĚĞŝŶƚŚĞŝƌƚŽǁŶ͘/ĨƚŚĞƌĞǁĞƌĞůĞƐƐĚĞŵĂŶĚĨŽƌƚŝŵĞĂŶĚŵŽŶĞǇƚŽďĞƐƉĞŶƚŽŶ
ƚŚĞƐĞƌĞƉĂŝƌƐƚŚĞƌĞǁŽƵůĚďĞŵŽƌĞůĞĨƚŝŶƚŚĞďƵĚŐĞƚƚŽĞŶŚĂŶĐĞŽƵƌĨĂĐŝůŝƚŝĞƐĂŶĚŽƉĞŶĂƌĞĂƐ͘

'ƌĂŶƚƐƚŽ>ŽĐĂůŽĚŝĞƐ
dŚĞdŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝůŚĂƐďĞĞŶƉůĞĂƐĞĚƚŽďĞĂďůĞƚŽƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĨŝŶĂŶĐŝĂůƐƵƉƉŽƌƚƚŽĂŶƵŵďĞƌŽĨůŽĐĂůĐŚĂƌŝƚŝĞƐĂŶĚŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƚŝŽŶƐŽǀĞƌƌĞĐĞŶƚŵŽŶƚŚƐ͘
From its budget for ‘Grants to Local Bodies’, this has included assisting the ZĞŶĞǁϭϲϵtĞůůďĞŝŶŐĂĨĠǁŝƚŚƚŚĞĐŽƐƚŽĨĚĞĐŽƌĂƚŝŶŐĂŶĚĨƵƌŶŝƐŚŝŶŐ
ƚŚĞƉƌĞŵŝƐĞƐ͖ĂŶĚĨƵŶĚŝŶŐƚŚĞƉƵƌĐŚĂƐĞŽĨƚǁŽŶĞǁŵŽďŝůĞĚĞĨŝďƌŝůůĂƚŽƌƐĨŽƌdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌͲďĂƐĞĚǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐĨŽƌƚŚĞ^ŽƵƚŚEŽƌƚŚĂŶƚƐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ
ZĞƐƉŽŶĚĞƌƐ. In addition to this, the Council’s Premises Committee has granted reduced charges to hirers of the Town Hall, Community CeŶƚƌĞ
ĂŶĚ^ĂǁƉŝƚƐĞŶƚƌĞĨŽƌĐŚĂƌŝƚĂďůĞĞǀĞŶƚƐ͘

dŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝů^ƚĂĨĨ
dŚĞdŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝůŝƐƉůĞĂƐĞĚƚŽŶŽǁŚĂǀĞŝŶƉůĂĐĞĂĨƵůůĐŽŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚŽĨƐƚĂĨĨĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐƚŚĞĂƉƉŽŝŶƚŵĞŶƚŽĨDƌƐ^ŽƉŚŝĞtĞĞŬƐŝŶ:ĂŶƵĂƌǇϮϬϭϵƚŽ
ƚŚĞƉŽƐƚŽĨĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƚŝǀĞƐƐŝƐƚĂŶƚ͘dŚĞĞǆƉĂŶƐŝŽŶŽĨdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͕ĐŽŵďŝŶĞĚǁŝƚŚƚŚĞƉůĂŶŶĞĚ>ŽĐĂů'ŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚZĞĨŽƌŵƐ͕ǁŝůůƵŶĚŽƵďƚĞĚůǇďƌŝŶŐ
ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞĚƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďŝůŝƚŝĞƐĨŽƌƚŚĞdŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝů͘dŚĞŽĨĨŝĐĞƐƚĂĨĨŶŽǁĐŽŵƉƌŝƐĞ͗Ͳ
o
DŝƐƐůŝǌĂďĞƚŚŽǆ–dŽǁŶůĞƌŬ
o
DƌƐůŝǌĂďĞƚŚƵĐŬůŽǁͲ,Žůƚ–ƐƐŝƐƚĂŶƚdŽǁŶůĞƌŬ
o
DƌƐ^ŽƉŚŝĞtĞĞŬƐ–ĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƚŝǀĞƐƐŝƐƚĂŶƚ
With the support of the Council’s dedicated caretaking, cleaning and litter picking staff it is now in a good position to facĞĨƵƚƵƌĞĚĞŵĂŶĚƐ͘

Local stage school Aspire Arts Academy goes from strength to strength
It’s been a fantastic start to the year at Aspire Arts Academy with new classes being launched, some
major successes, and students from across its dance, drama and singing classes being given many new opportunities.
Director Kat Stephens said: “We pride ourselves on our warm and welcoming approach and would
like to encourage all young people in the local area who have an interest in the performing arts to
come and give it a go. From our students who attend one class a week to those that attend
several, we see them all growing in confidence, self-belief and self-esteem and creating new and
lasting friendships. This brings benefits that will help them as they go through life.” 
With a Voiceover for Beginners class now on the timetable, where students can learn different
genres of voiceover and make a showreel, a Song and Video Recording class for students wishing
to learn about music and video production, plus a new Street Dance teacher, Miss Grant, young
people from Towcester and the surrounding areas can learn new skills in a safe and supportive
environment. This term, senior singing students also have the opportunity to visit Fitdog Studios
in Gayton for a song writing session with multi-platinum selling British Songwriter Rachel Furner,
who has written for the likes of Little Mix, Jason Derulo and Craig David.
Aspire’s singers have recently achieved great success at the Rotary Young Musician competition with three groups and one soloist
going through to the District Final of the competition in March, having competed in the local heats in January. This follows hot on the
heels of the whole school staging a showcase event at the Wykham Theatre in Banbury in December, performing to a packed
audience of over 150 people. Aspire’s ladies singing group, Songbirds, is also in demand with two private gigs in the diary plus a
return to Towcester Midsummer Music 2019. The group is always looking to welcome new members – no auditions, no divas, no
pressure!
Kat Stephens concludes: “For anyone interested in starting classes we offer a free trial session so they can get a feel for what we
offer. We would love to see lots of new faces in 2019.”
Rachel Furner is a multi-platinum selling British songwriter signed to Universal Music Publishing. She has written for the likes of little
Mix, Jason Derulo, The Vamps, Craig David, Sabrina Carpenter, Catherine McGrath and many more.
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Hanging
baskets

Window
boxes

2019
TOWCESTER
IN BLOOM
East Midlands in Bloom Competition
It was decided not to enter the competition this year, so that we can

Window
displays

Towcester
Evening WI
planters

prepare better for an entry in 2020. Broadly, the scheme is about
community participation, environmental responsibility and gardening
achievement. So, to get a few seeds sown, we would like to focus on two
areas this year:

Make your
garden grow

Town Centre
We would welcome working more with our town centre businesses to
try to make the town a more attractive destination for shoppers.
Hopefully, this will give the town a boost, after the challenges faced

Allotments

during the long, but essential, roadworks.
If you own a business in the town and have any comments about our
traditional floral displays, we would love to hear from you.

Open
spaces

Towcester’s Best Front Garden
As early flowers appear in or gardens, perhaps residents would like to
start thinking about entering our Front Garden Competition. This is
being re-introduced to allow individuals to be involved in Towcester in
Bloom. Judging takes place in August with awards at the Bank Holiday
Produce Show. Further details will follow in future editions.

TOWCESTER TOWN COUNCIL

Town Hall, 86 Watling Street
Towcester NN12 6BS

Volunteer
We have already received a few expressions of interest from individuals
and groups about becoming involved. If you would like to join us, please
do get in touch.
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towncouncil@towcester-tc.gov.uk
01327 350995

Towcester Royal British Legion
POPPY APPEAL 2018
Well Towcester, you’ve done it again!!
A new record: £27,000 has been banked already!
This is £1000 up on the previous record and we still have to add on Gift Aided donations.
This is partly due to the number of organisations who are happy to take a Poppy tray and Collecting Can,
which makes buying a poppy as painless as possible for the general public. A sincere thank you to all my
wonderful volunteers, who are happy to give up their time, to stand and sell poppies, and also to the
community, who gave so generously to this year’s Poppy Appeal.
This year was made particularly special due to the commemoration of the Centenary of the Armistice. The
Church was decorated with all manner of Poppy-related items; thanks to the brilliant work of the WI and other
helpers. The Remembrance Garden was re-vamped with the Poppy Cascade and the excellent back boards
painted by Sponne and Nicholas Hawksmoor students.
The Poppy Quiz is taking place at 8 pm on the second floor of Towcester Mill on Tuesday, 19th March. The
doors open from 7pm. Entry is £3 per person. Each team may have up to 6 members. £1 goes towards the
prize money and £2 goes into the Poppy Appeal. At last years’ event, we raised over £330.
Tickets are going fast, so please get in touch directly with the Mill to book your places.
The Poppy Appeal collects about 40% of the money, necessary to fund the RBL’s work, which runs to over
£2 Million every week, so donations at any time are gratefully received.
Tuesday of the month
The RBL Towcester Branch meets on the second T
(except August) for a 7:30 pm start in the first-floor lounge at Towcester
Mill, 1st Floor lounge (there is a lift). We often have a speaker
talking about some aspect of the military and all are welcome to
attend.
You do not have to have served in the Armed Services to become a
member of the RBL. Some of the services provided by the RBL are
only offered to ex- or current serving personnel or their dependants,
but that stipulation does not apply to anyone wanting to become
a member. Do come along to our next meeting and see
for yourself - you’ll be made most welcome.

David Reed
Membership Secretary
& Poppy Appeal Organiser
Se
dreedsfm@sky.com
07970 597044
01327 352414
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Local Councillor has Poetry Book Published
Martin Johns, one of our town councillors,
has had a poetry pamphlet published by
Palewell Press.
The pamphlet was launched recently at a
well-attended event at Towcester Library.
well
The award-winning cellist and composer,
Milena Kavrakova, performed a selection of
her compositions, including a piece inspired
by Martin’s poem – ‘The sweetness of Paris.’
Martin has an MA in Creative Writing from
the Manchester Writing School, part of
Manchester Metropolitan University. Although, having been published widely in poetry magazines, this is Martin’s
first publication. He has previously read his work with poets, including the poet laureate Carol Ann Duffy. Martin
has also collaborated with several composers, with work performed in Manchester, Leeds and Northamptonshire.
Last year his poetry was short-listed for the Cinnamon Pamphlet Competition.
Martin has been a long-term member of Towcester Writers’ Group (TWG) that meets at Towcester library every
third Wednesday of the month, starting at 7.30 pm. TWG is a small friendly group of people who enjoy writing in
their free time and are welcoming to new members.
Commenting on Resting Place, award-winning poet S.A. Leversely said: “A powerful journey into many settings...
captures the evocative sounds and motion of cities and coastlines, in familiar and foreign locations, through
precise imagery and vivid metaphors. The wide-ranging four sections – pulse like chambers of the heart.
Alongside beauty, sharp edges are exposed: the world’s darker elements and the human body’s personal,
moving, fragilities. Ultimately though, each poem is a resting place: the words on the page and the space around
them allow each image, rhythm and emotion to sink in, then resonate, as if punctuated by the brilliant / echo of
stars.”
Copies of his pamphlet ‘Resting Place’, priced at £6.00, can be purchased from Towcester Library, The Old Hall Bookshop
in Brackley, and online at Waterstones or Amazon. Resting Place can also be obtained directly from www.palewellpress.co.uk
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Towcester & District Local History Society

This may be a quiet time of year as we wait for spring and summer to arrive, but several Society members are still hard
at work with a major project aimed at compiling a huge amount of information about the town.
The Historic Towcester Survey is being carried out by the Local History Society, along with the CLASP archaeological
group, and involves researching the history of the town’s oldest buildings, as well as taking measurements room by
room.
Society historian, Brian Giggins, is one of those leading the group and he says : “The aim is to produce as accurate a
record as possible and ultimately, we would like this to be available for the general public – perhaps with a publication
we prepare ourselves. The group members are enjoying the work and perhaps learning new skills as they assess and
measure each room in a building.”
One of the latest to be assessed has been the St. Lawrence Vicarage. Brian reports that the survey has included the
cellars which no one realised existed and turned up a mystery. The house was built around 1680 to 1690, but the
inglenook fireplace is a couple of centuries earlier. Theories are under review.

A TALKS PROGRAMME FULL OF VARIETY
Wednesday, 10th April : What have the Puritans ever done for us ?

John Perkins

They banned Christmas, closed the theatres and sought to “purify” the church, but what else did they do? John Perkins,
a retired history teacher of 36 years standing, will enlighten us.
Wednesday, 8th May : 1970s Northampton – where it all went wrong

Richard Deacon

Richard returns with a follow-up to the fascinating talk he gave us in 2017. He will take us into the 1970s with
photographs to show the dramatic changes to our county town in that decade.
Wednesday, 12th June : Death in the Garden

Michael Brown

Over the centuries poisonous plants have been used to remove an unwanted partner or rival, for medicine, aphrodisiacs,
pest control, foretelling the future or to commune with the Gods. Learn the truth about many of these plants which may
well be growing in your garden.
Wednesday, 10th July : Summer meeting
A kind of a midsummer party for members and their guests with buffet and drinks – but always with a slant towards local
history.
-o0oMeetings are held at the Riverside Resource Centre in Islington Road, Towcester, at 7.30pm. There is a fee of
£3 for non-members. For further information about the Society please contact David Wilcock on 01327 351782
or John Morris on 07725 839795.

21

Old Towcester 28 : Bury Mount – the early history

Picture 26: Reconstruction drawing of Bury Mount.
In 2018, the lane leading from Watling Street through to
Moat Lane was renamed Castle Lane. Visitors hoping to
see battlemented walls, moats and gatehouses at the
end of the lane are going to be disappointed. What they
will find is a large artificial hill with a spiral path leading to
the top. This is the Ancient Monument called Bury mount,
the motte of a motte and bailey Castle that stretched from
the mound to Chantry Lane.
Archaeological investigations between 2006 and 2013,
conducted as part of the moat lane redevelopment, has
revealed that this castle was probably erected for Gilbert
De Clare, Earl of Hertford sometime between 1135 and
1153 when the country plunged into civil war between
those barons supporting the rival claims of Stephen and
Matilda to the throne of the dead Henry 1st. Although
Gilbert de Clare did start the conflict on the side of
Stephen, there is indication that he changed sides during
the Conflict. Gilbert’s principal residence was Tonbridge
Castle in Kent, and Towcester was one of his subsidiary
manors. Nearby Northampton Castle was held by Simon
de Senlis II, a supporter of Stephen, and it is possible that
his change of allegiance resulted in the decision to build
a castle at Towcester to limit the power of the King’s
supporters in southern Northamptonshire.
The land chosen on which the castle was to be
constructed appears to have been where Gilbert de Clare
had a manor house This had the advantage of being on
the road the Northampton, which cut across the meadow
over the river Tove to Easton Neston and Blisworth. A
castle in this position would hamper any Royalist forces
moving west from Northampton. Whether the reeve that
Gilbert de Clare employed to control his Towcester estate
organised the construction of the castle is not known.



Undoubtedly men and youths in the town and
surrounding area were forced to do the labouring work.
The stone building on the site, probably the manor house,
was partially demolished and a circle, about 60 metres
(200ft) diameter, was set out to mark the inner face of the
motte ditch. The gang of workers then started digging the
ditch through the remains of a substantial Roman
building on the site and into the gravel below. When
completed, the ditch was over 10 metres (30ft) wide and
two metres (6ft) deep. The spoil from this excavation was
used to build the motte. At first, a low mound was created
all around the inner edge of the ditch and the spoil from
the ditch was tipped around the inner edge of the mound
gradually raising it in height. This continued until the
motte formed a flattened cone 6 metres (20ft) high
surrounded by a wide ditch dug down to below the water
level.
During the archaeological excavations, a strip of rutting,
a metre wide, was found on the top of one of the base
layers of the motte, which the archaeologist considered
was made by wheels. If these indicate that wheelbarrows
were being used to take away the stone from the building
or carry material to raise the motte, it would be the first
instance of evidence for wheelbarrow use in Britain. As
soon as the motte had become a defendable structure,
work probably commenced surrounding the outer-bailey
with a bank and ditch. The inner face of the south ditch
of the outer-bailey was found during archaeological
excavations in 2013. Whilst these earthworks were being
constructed, hundreds of trees in the woodlands
surrounding the town would have been felled, sawn,
adzed into shape and carted to the castle site. Here they
were used to create palisades around the inner-bailey
banks and a gatehouse leading into it. New buildings,
notably a great hall, stabling and barns, needed
construction in the inner bailey and a bridge, stairs,
circular palisade and a central timber tower on the motte.
When completed, the castle provided a strong base from
which Gilbert de Clare’s mounted knights and foot
soldiers could protect much of the surrounding
countryside and a place where the townsfolk could
retreat if the town was attacked by rival forces.
Bury Mount is now a quiet haven in the town, but the time
when the castle was built was a bleak period in this
country’s history. The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle records
how the country’s unhappy people were forced to build
castles and that these were filled with devils and wicked
men who would seize any man or woman believed to
have wealth, take their money and torture them; men said
openly that “Christ and his angels slept”.
Brian Giggins – Historic Towcester Survey
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DĂƌĐŚϮϬϭϵ

^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇϮŶĚ
DŽŶĚĂǇϰƚŚ
^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇϭϲƚŚ
^ƵŶĚĂǇϯϬƚŚ
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ŶƚŝƋƵĞƐϮ'Ž/ŶĚŽŽƌDĂƌŬĞƚ





















dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ,ĂŶĚŵĂĚĞ&ĂǇƌĞ
ŶŶƵĂůDĞĞƚŝŶŐŽĨƚŚĞdŽǁŶ
WƐǇĐŚŝĐ&Ăŝƌ
dŚĞ'ŝĨƚĂǌĂĂƌ

ƉƌŝůϮϬϭϵ

^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇϲƚŚ 



^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇϭϯƚŚ 


&ƌŝĚĂǇϭϵƚŚ͕^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇϮϬƚŚ͕^ƵŶĚĂǇϮϭƐƚ 
ΘDŽŶĚĂǇϮϮŶĚ
^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇϮϳƚŚ 




DĂǇϮϬϭϵ

^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇϰƚŚ 
DŽŶĚĂǇϭϯƚŚ 
^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇϮϱƚŚ 













dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ,ĂŶĚŵĂĚĞ&ĂǇƌĞ
WƐǇĐŚŝĐ&Ăŝƌ
dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌΘŝƐƚƌŝĐƚƌƚ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇǆŚŝďŝƚŝŽŶ
dŚĞ'ŝĨƚĂǌĂĂƌ
dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ,ĂŶĚŵĂĚĞ&ĂǇƌĞ
ŶŶƵĂůDĞĞƚŝŶŐŽĨƚŚĞdŽǁŶΘ/ŶĂƵŐƵƌĂƚŝŽŶŽĨDĂǇŽƌ
dŚĞ'ŝĨƚĂǌĂĂƌ

/ŶĂĚĚŝƚŝŽŶƚŽƚŚĞĂďŽǀĞ͕ƚŚĞƌĞĂƌĞƐĞǀĞƌĂůǁĞĞŬůǇĐůĂƐƐĞƐƌƵŶŶŝŶŐĂƚƚŚĞdŽǁŶ,ĂůůŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ͗
ƵŵďĂ͕DĂũŽƌĞƚƚĞƐ͕ZŽĐŬŚŽŝƌ͕ĂŶĐĞůĂƐƐĞƐĂŶĚPiccolo’s Music Club͘
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;ĨŽƌŵĞƌůǇdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ>ŝďƌĂƌǇ͕ZŝĐŚŵŽŶĚZŽĂĚͿ

DŽŶĚĂǇƐΘ&ƌŝĚĂǇƐ
DŽŶĚĂǇƐ

tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇƐ 
tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇƐ 
tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇƐ 
dŚƵƌƐĚĂǇƐ


ϭϬ͗ϬϬ–ϭϭ͗ϭϱĂŵ
ϳͲϴƉŵ 

ϵ͗ϯϬ–ϭϭ͗ϯϬĂŵ
Ϯ͗ϬϬ–ϯ͗ϬϬƉŵ 
ϰ͗ϬϬ–ϴ͘ϬϬƉŵ 
ϴ͗ϯϬ–ϭϭ͗ϯϬĂŵ

&ŝƌƐƚΘdŚŝƌĚ^ƵŶĚĂǇƐ ϭϬ͗ϬϬĂŵ

&ƌŝĚĂǇ͕ϮϰƚŚDĂǇ
ϭϭ͘ϭϱĂŵͲϮ͘ϭϱƉŵ

Viv’s Yoga (to book, please call Vivien on 07941 547160)
dĂŝŚŝ;ƚŽďŽŽŬ͕ƉůĞĂƐĞĐĂůůEŝŶĂŽŶϬϳϵϴϬϵϯϱϴϴϵ
ŚĂŚĂƌŚŝŵƉƐ;ǁǁǁ͘ĨĂĐĞďŽŽŬ͘ĐŽŵͬĐĐĐƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌͿ
Parkinson’s UK Gentle Exercise Group
D<ŚĞĞƌůĞĂĚŝŶŐ;ǁǁǁ͘ŵŬĐŚĞĞƌůĞĂĚŝŶŐĂĐĂĚĞŵǇ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬͿ
dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌŽƵŶƚƌǇDĂƌŬĞƚ
;ǁǁǁ͘ĨĂĐĞďŽŽŬ͘ĐŽŵͬdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌŽƵŶƚƌǇDĂƌŬĞƚͿ
dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ,ƵďŚƵƌĐŚWůĂŶƚ;ŚƚƚƉ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌŚƵď͘ŽƌŐ͘ƵŬͿ
Alzheimer’s Society &ƵŶĚƌĂŝƐŝŶŐŽĨĨĞĞDŽƌŶŝŶŐ

/Ŷ ĂĚĚŝƚŝŽŶ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ĂďŽǀĞ͕ ƐĞǀĞƌĂů ůŽĐĂů ŐƌŽƵƉƐͬŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƚŝŽŶƐ ŚŽůĚ ƌĞŐƵůĂƌ ŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƐ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ^ĂǁƉŝƚƐ ĞŶƚƌĞ͗
dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ ǀĞŶŝŶŐ t͘/͕͘ dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ Θ ŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ ƌƚ ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ͕ The Alzheimer’s Society͕ dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ ŚŽƌĂů^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ͕
dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌhϯĂŶĚŵŽƌĞ͘^ĞĞƚŚĞ^ĂǁƉŝƚƐĞŶƚƌĞŶŽƚŝĐĞďŽĂƌĚĨŽƌĂůůǁĞĞŬůǇĂĐƚŝǀŝƚŝĞƐ͘
&ŽƌĨƵƌƚŚĞƌŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ͕ƉůĞĂƐĞĐŽŶƚĂĐƚƚŚĞdŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝůKĨĨŝĐĞƐŽŶϬϭϯϮϳϯϱϬϵϵϱ
or visit the Town Council’s wĞďƐŝƚĞǁǁǁ͘ƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌͲƚĐ͘ŐŽǀ͘ƵŬ

dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌdŽǁŶƌŝĞƌĞĂĚůŝŶĞƐ
ĚǀĞƌƚŝƐŝŶŐ
ĚĞĂĚůŝŶĞ
DĂƌĐŚ
ϮϰƚŚ:ĂŶƵĂƌǇ
DĂǇ
ϮϰƚŚDĂƌĐŚ
:ƵůǇ
ϮϰƚŚDĂǇ
KĐƚŽďĞƌ
ϮϰƚŚƵŐƵƐƚ
ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ ϮϰƚŚKĐƚŽďĞƌ
/ƐƐƵĞ

ĚŝƚŽƌŝĂů
ĞĂĚůŝŶĞ
ϯϭƐƚ:ĂŶƵĂƌǇ
ϯϭƐƚDĂƌĐŚ
ϯϭƐƚDĂǇ
ϯϭƐƚƵŐƵƐƚ
ϯϭƐƚKĐƚŽďĞƌ

dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ dŽǁŶ ƌŝĞƌ ŝƐ ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚ ďǇ dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ dŽǁŶ ŽƵŶĐŝů ĂŶĚ ŝƐ ŽƉĞŶ ƚŽ
ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚŝŽŶƐĨƌŽŵĂůůŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƚŝŽŶƐĂŶĚŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂůƐŝŶƚŚĞƚŽǁŶ͘tĞŽƉĞƌĂƚĞĂƐƚƌŝĐƚ
ĚĞĂĚůŝŶĞĨŽƌĂĚǀĞƌƚŝƐŝŶŐͬĐŽƉǇĂŶĚŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐǁŝůůŶŽƚďĞĂĐĐĞƉƚĞĚĂĨƚĞƌƚŚĞƐĞĚĂƚĞƐ͘
ŽƉǇƐŚŽƵůĚďĞƐĞŶƚƚŽůŝǌĂďĞƚŚŽǆͬůŝǌĂďĞƚŚƵĐŬůŽǁͲ,ŽůƚĂƚƚŚĞdŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝů
KĨĨŝĐĞ ;ƚĞů͗ ϬϭϯϮϳ ϯϱϬϵϵϱ͖ ĞŵĂŝů͗ ƚŽǁŶĐŽƵŶĐŝůΛƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌͲƚĐ͘ŐŽǀ͘ƵŬͿ͘ &Žƌ
ĂĚǀĞƌƚŝƐŝŶŐ͕ ƉůĞĂƐĞ ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ :ŝŵ >ǇŶĐŚ ;ƚĞů͗ ϬϭϯϮϳ ϯϱϬϴϵϵͿ͘  ƌƚŝĐůĞƐ ĂƉƉĞĂƌŝŶŐ
ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶ ƚŚĞ ǀŝĞǁƐ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ƉĞƌƐŽŶ ƐƵďŵŝƚƚŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ŝƚĞŵ ĂŶĚ ĂƌĞ ŶŽƚ ŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌŝůǇ ƚŚĞ
views of the Town Council. The Town Council’s website is ǁǁǁ͘ƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌͲƚĐ͘ŐŽǀ͘ƵŬ͘
WƌŝŶƚĞĚďǇZϭWƌŝŶƚΘĞƐŝŐŶ͕^ŝůǀĞƌƐƚŽŶĞ͘
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ŚƵƌĐŚĞƐdŽŐĞƚŚĞƌŝŶdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ



dŚĞ ƵŬĞ ĂŶĚ ƵĐŚĞƐƐ ŽĨ ĂŵďƌŝĚŐĞ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ ƵŬĞ ŽĨ ^ƵƐƐĞǆ ƐƉĞĂƌŚĞĂĚ͕ ,ĞĂĚƐ dŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ͕ ǁŚŝĐŚ ĂŝŵƐ ƚŽ ĚĞͲ
ƐƚŝŐŵĂƚŝƐĞŵĞŶƚĂůŚĞĂůƚŚ͕ďƵƚƚŚĞƌĞŝƚƐƚŝůůĂůŽŶŐǁĂǇƚŽŐŽ͘/ΖŵƉĞƌƐŽŶĂůůǇǀĞƌǇŐƌĂƚĞĨƵůĨŽƌĂŶǇŽŶĞǁŚŽŐŽĞƐƉƵďůŝĐ͕
ǁŝƚŚǁŚĂƚƐƚŝůůĨĞĞůƐůŝŬĞĂƐůŝŐŚƚůǇƐŚĂŵĞĨƵůƚŚŝŶŐƚŽĐŽŶĨĞƐƐ͕ĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇǁŚĞŶŝƚĐŽŶĐĞƌŶƐĚĞƉƌĞƐƐŝŽŶĂŶĚĂŶǆŝĞƚǇ͕
ĂŶĚ͕ ĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇ ŝĨ ǇŽƵ ĂƌĞ ŵĂůĞ͘ / ǁĂƐ ƐƚƌƵĐŬ ǁŝƚŚ ƚŚĞ ƐůŽŐĂŶ ĨƌŽŵ ƚŚĞ DĞŶƚĂů ,ĞĂůƚŚ ĂǁĂƌĞŶĞƐƐ tĞĞŬ ϮϬϭϴ͗
Ζ^ƵƌǀŝǀŝŶŐŽƌdŚƌŝǀŝŶŐ͍Ζ͘tŚŝĐŚŝƐĂůůĂďŽƵƚĐƵůƚŝǀĂƚŝŶŐŐŽŽĚŵĞŶƚĂůŚĞĂůƚŚ͘tŚŝĐŚŝƐǁŚǇŚƵƌĐŚĞƐdŽŐĞƚŚĞƌŚĂǀĞ
ŽƉĞŶĞĚĂZĞŶĞǁϭϲϵtĞůůďĞŝŶŐĂĨĞŝŶtĂƚůŝŶŐ^ƚƌĞĞƚ͘tĞĂƌĞŽƉĞŶĨƌŽŵϮͲϱƉŵĞǀĞƌǇDŽŶĚĂǇĂŶĚdƵĞƐĚĂǇ͘dŚĞ
ĂĨĞŝƐďĂƐĞĚĂƌŽƵŶĚƚŚĞϱǁĂǇƐƚŽǁĞůůďĞŝŶŐ͗
•
•
•
•
•

dŽĐŽŶŶĞĐƚ
dŽŐŝǀĞ
dŽďĞĂĐƚŝǀĞ
dŽŬĞĞƉůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ
dŽƚĂŬĞŶŽƚŝĐĞ͘

dŚŝƐŝƐĂƉƌĞǀĞŶƚĂƚŝǀĞĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚƚŽŵĞŶƚĂůŝůůŚĞĂůƚŚ͘zŽƵĂƌĞŵŽƐƚǁĞůĐŽŵĞƚŽĐĂůůŝŶĂŶĚĐŚĂƚǁŝƚŚƵƐ͘tĞǁŝůůĂůǁĂǇƐ
ďĞǁŝůůŝŶŐƚŽůŝƐƚĞŶ͘
,ƵŵĂŶďĞŝŶŐƐĂƌĞƉƌŽďĂďůǇƚŚĞŵŽƐƚƌĞƐŝůŝĞŶƚĐƌĞĂƚƵƌĞƐŽŶƚŚĞƉůĂŶĞƚ͘dŚƌŽƵŐŚĐŽƵŶƚůĞƐƐƐĞƚďĂĐŬƐ͕ǁĞŚĂǀĞůĞĂƌŶƚ
ŚŽǁƚŽƐƵƌǀŝǀĞ͕ďƵƚǁĞĂƌĞŶŽǁƐƚĂƌƚŝŶŐƚŽůĞĂƌŶŚŽǁƚŽƚŚƌŝǀĞ͘^ŚĂŬĞƐƉĞĂƌĞǁƌŽƚĞ͖ΖĂŶƐΖƚƚŚŽƵŶŽƚŵŝŶŝƐƚĞƌƚŽĂ
ŵŝŶĚĚŝƐĞĂƐĞĚ͍Ζ͘tĞůůǇĞƐ͕ǁĞďĞůŝĞǀĞƚŚĂƚǁĞĐĂŶŝŶƚŚĞĂĨĞ͕ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐĂůŽŶŐƐŝĚĞŽƚŚĞƌƐǁŚŽĐĂŶŽĨĨĞƌŵĞĚŝĐĂƚŝŽŶ
ĂŶĚƚŚĞƌĂƉǇ͘
ƐĂŚƌŝƐƚŝĂŶŐƌŽƵƉ͕ǁĞƐĞĞƚŚĂƚ:ĞƐƵƐŚƌŝƐƚŚĂƐĚŽŵŝŶĂƚĞĚŚŝƐƚŽƌǇĨŽƌŽǀĞƌϮϬĐĞŶƚƵƌŝĞƐ͘,ŝƐŝŶĨůƵĞŶĐĞŚĂƐƐŚĂƉĞĚ
ĞǀĞƌǇƉĂƌƚŽĨŽƵƌƐŽĐŝĂůĂŶĚƉŽůŝƚŝĐĂůĨĂďƌŝĐ͘&ŽƌƉĞŽƉůĞůŝŬĞŵĞ͕ŚĞŐŝǀĞƐŵĞĂŶŝŶŐĂŶĚŵŽƚŝǀĂƚŝŽŶƚŽŵǇĂĐƚŝŽŶƐ͘
:ĞƐƵƐĨŽƌĐĞƐƵƐƚŽůŽŽŬĂƚŵĞŶƚĂůŚĞĂůƚŚ͕ĂŶĚĞǆƉůŽƌĞŚŽǁǁĞĐĂŶĚĞĨĞĂƚĚĞƐƚƌƵĐƚŝǀĞƚŚŽƵŐŚƚƐ͕ĂŶĚƌĞŵĂŝŶƐƚƌŽŶŐ
ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚƐĞƚďĂĐŬƐ͘tŚŝĐŚŝƐǁŚǇĂƚƚŚĞŚĞĂƌƚŽĨƚŚĞĂĨĠ͕ǁĞŽĨĨĞƌĐŽƌƉŽƌĂƚĞƉƌĂǇĞƌƚŝŵĞƐ͘zŽƵĂƌĞǁĞůĐŽŵĞƚŽƐǁŝŶŐ
ďǇƚŚĞĂĨĠŝĨǇŽƵĂƌĞĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐŝŶŐĞŵŽƚŝŽŶĂů͕ŵĞŶƚĂůŚĞĂůƚŚĚŝĨĨŝĐƵůƚŝĞƐ͕ŽƌŚĂǀŝŶŐĂƚŽƵŐŚĚĂǇ͘dŚĞĚŽŽƌǁŝůůĂůǁĂǇƐ
ďĞŽƉĞŶĨŽƌǇŽƵ͘
ZĞǀĞƌĞŶĚWĂƵů<ŶŝŐŚƚ
ŽŶďĞŚĂůĨŽĨŚƵƌĐŚĞƐdŽŐĞƚŚĞƌdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͘
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TOWCESTER TIDY UP IN MARCH
The Towcester Tidy Up sessions, organised by Towcester Rotary Club, have been very successful and many people have been
involved. In recent years, we have come second, and then joint winners, in a County-wide competition, run by the Campaign
for the Protection of Rural England, as local “Litter picking Heroes”. If you can help and want to join an award-winning team
(Certificates on display in The Library), please put the following dates in your diary:

Saturday 30th and Sunday 31st of March 2019
Please share this information with others: the more volunteers we have, the greater impact we can make. Children are
welcome, but must be supervised by a parent or guardian at all times.
As previously, the weekend will be split into 4 separate, 2-hour sessions,
so that we can make the best use of the equipment available. Litter
pickers, handi-hoops, bags, gloves, high viz jackets and specialist
equipment will all be provided; you just need to dress for the weather.
Volunteers from previous weekends did a great job and found satisfaction
in making a visual difference. For a while, Towcester was a lot cleaner and
everyone involved enjoyed it and would like to get involved again. Please
support us so we can improve even more areas of Towcester.
If you, or an organisation of which you are a member, want to get involved
in March, please forward your details to Rotarian David Reed on 01327
352414 / 07970 597044 or dreedsfm@sky.com

Towcester Evening WI Programme 2019
Date

Subject

Date

Subject

7th March

Richard Carter
National Leather Collection

August

- No meeting -

4th April

Peter Stratton
“Pattishall Prisoner Camp”

5th September

Rengin Arslan Howson
“Istanbul”

2nd May

WI Members
Resolutions & County Advisor

3rd October

ANNUAL MEETING

6th June

Rebecca Griffiths
from Bronnley perfumes

7th November

Margaret Burgon
“My life as a Vicar’s wife”

4th July

Mike Peachey
A fun night with an Artist

5th December

Christmas past memories
with Festive recipes & samples

Visitors are very welcome to join in our meetings, which are held at The Sawpits Centre, Richmond Rd, at 7.30pm
on the first Thursday of the month. Towcester Evening WI is a busy group of ladies. We are part of a large national
organisation that has a special interest in campaigning. Our President this year is Eileen Reid (01327 323180 for
more information). We are also on Facebook www.facebook.com/TowcesterEveningWI1971
The National Federation WI website is www.thewi.org.uk
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&ƵŶĚƌĂŝƐŝŶŐĨŽƌƚŚĞdŽǀĞsĂůůĞǇĞŶƚƌĞĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞƐǁŝƚŚƚŚĞ
return of music of the 60’s and 70’sǁŝƚŚ&ǇŶŶŝƵƐ&ŽŐŐ
tĞĂƌĞĚĞůŝŐŚƚĞĚƚŽǁĞůĐŽŵĞďĂĐŬ&ǇŶŶŝƵƐ&ŽŐŐto Towcester to entertain us with music of the 60’s and 70’s on
^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ͕ϭϯƚŚƉƌŝůϮϬϭϵĂƚϳ͘ϯϬƉŵ͕ĂƚdŽǁĐĞƐƚƌŝĂŶƐ^ƉŽƌƚƐůƵď͕'ƌĞĞŶƐEŽƌƚŽŶZŽĂĚ͕dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͕EEϭϮϴt͘
dŝĐŬĞƚƐĂƌĞũƵƐƚάϭϬƉĞƌƉĞƌƐŽŶ͕ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐůŝŐŚƚƌĞĨƌĞƐŚŵĞŶƚƐ͘dŚĞƌĞŝƐĂŵƉůĞƉĂƌŬŝŶŐŽŶƐŝƚĞĂŶĚĂůŝĐĞŶƐĞĚďĂƌ͘
ĞƐƐĞƌƚƐǁŝůůďĞĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞƚŽƉƵƌĐŚĂƐĞ͘ƐƵƐƵĂů͕ƚŚĞƌĞǁŝůůĂůƐŽďĞĂŶĂƵĐƚŝŽŶŽĨǀĂƌŝŽƵƐŝƚĞŵƐ͘dŝĐŬĞƚƐĂƌĞĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ
ŶŽǁĨƌŽŵŽůĞŵĂŶƐ^ƚĂƚŝŽŶĞƌƐŝŶdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌŽƌďǇĞŵĂŝůŝŶŐĐŽŶƚĂĐƚΛƚŽǀĞǀĂůůĞǇĐĞŶƚƌĞ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ

/ĨǇŽƵŚĂǀĞĂƚƚĞŶĚĞĚŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞŝƌĞǀĞŶƚƐŝŶƚŚĞƉĂƐƚ͕ǇŽƵǁŝůůŬŶŽǁǁŚĂƚĂŐŽŽĚĞǀĞŶŝŶŐŝƚƉƌŽŵŝƐĞƐƚŽďĞ͘&ǇŶŶŝƵƐ
Fogg formed in the 1960’s, playing Pop and Rock numbers until 1978, when the ĨŽƵƌďĂŶĚŵĞŵďĞƌƐĨŽůůŽǁĞĚƚŚĞŝƌ
ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞĐĂƌĞĞƌƐĂŶĚƚŚĞŐƌŽƵƉĚŝƐďĂŶĚĞĚ͘/Ŷϭϵϵϭ͕ƚŚĞŐƵǇƐĚĞĐŝĚĞĚƚŽƌĞĨŽƌŵǁŝƚŚƚŚĞŽƌŝŐŝŶĂůďĂŶĚŵĞŵďĞƌƐ͕
ďƵƚƌĂƚŚĞƌƚŚĂŶƚĂŬĞŵŽŶĞǇĨŽƌŐŝŐƐ͕ƚŚĞǇĂŐƌĞĞĚƚŽƉůĂǇĂƚĂůŝŵŝƚĞĚŶƵŵďĞƌŽĨĞǀĞŶƚƐƉĞƌǇĞĂƌƚŽƌĂŝƐĞĂƐŵƵĐŚ
ŵŽŶĞǇĂƐƚŚĞǇĐŽƵůĚĨŽƌŐŽŽĚĐĂƵƐĞƐ͘dŚĞǇŚĂǀĞƌĂŝƐĞĚŽǀĞƌŚĂůĨĂŵŝůůŝŽŶƉŽƵŶĚƐƚŽĚĂƚĞ͘&ŽƌŵŽƌĞŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ
ĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞďĂŶĚ͕ƉůĞĂƐĞǀŝƐŝƚǁǁǁ͘ĨǇŶŶŝƵƐĨŽŐŐ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ
dŚĞdŽǀĞsĂůůĞǇĞŶƚƌĞǁŝůůďĞƚŚĞŚŽŵĞŽĨdŽǀĞsĂůůĞǇĂƉƚŝƐƚ&ĞůůŽǁƐŚŝƉ͕ĂƐǁĞůůĂƐĂĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇĨĂĐŝůŝƚǇĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ
ĨŽƌƵƐĞďǇŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂůƐ͕ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ͕ŐƌŽƵƉƐĂŶĚŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƚŝŽŶƐĨƌŽŵdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌĂŶĚƐƵƌƌŽƵŶĚŝŶŐǀŝůůĂŐĞƐ͘/ƚŝƐƚŽďĞďƵŝůƚ
ŽŶEŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶZŽĂĚ͕dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͕ďĞƚǁĞĞŶƚŚĞ^ŚŝƌĞƐĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚĂŶĚƚŚĞŶĞǁŽƵŶĐŝůĐĂƌƉĂƌŬ͘tĞĂƌĞĐƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇ
ŵŽĚŝĨǇŝŶŐŽƵƌƉůĂŶƐƚŽƚƌǇƚŽĞŶƐƵƌĞƚŚĂƚ͕ĂƐĨĂƌĂƐƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ͕ƚŚĞďƵŝůĚŝŶŐǁŝůůŵĞĞƚƚŚĞŶĞĞĚƐŽĨƉŽƚĞŶƚŝĂůƵƐĞƌƐ͘dŚŝƐ
ĨŽůůŽǁƐĂĐŽŶƐƵůƚĂƚŝŽŶǁŝƚŚĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐĂŶĚŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂůƐŝŶϮϬϭϴĂŶĚŵŽƌĞƌĞĐĞŶƚůǇ͕ĨĂĐĞƚŽĨĂĐĞŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƐďĞƚǁĞĞŶƐŽŵĞ
ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ŐƌŽƵƉƐ ĨƌŽŵ ƚŚĞ ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ ƚŚĂƚ ŚĂǀĞ ĞǆƉƌĞƐƐĞĚ ĂŶ ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚ ŝŶ ŚŝƌŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ dŽǀĞ sĂůůĞǇ ĞŶƚƌĞ ĂŶĚ ŽƵƌ
ĂƌĐŚŝƚĞĐƚ͘/ƚƌĞŵĂŝŶƐŽƵƌŝŶƚĞŶƚŝŽŶƚŽĐŽŵŵĞŶĐĞƚŚĞďƵŝůĚŝŶϮϬϭϵ͘
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dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌtŝůĚůŝĨĞdƌƵƐƚ>ŽĐĂů'ƌŽƵƉ

^ƉƌŝŶŐDĞĞƚŝŶŐͬǀĞŶƚƐWƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞ
ůůŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƐǁŝůůďĞĂƚdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌDŝůů;ƵŶůĞƐƐƐƚĂƚĞĚŽƚŚĞƌǁŝƐĞͿƐƚĂƌƚŝŶŐĂƚϳ͘ϬϬƉŵ͘
Donations of £2 will be gratefully received. Under 16’s are free.


DŽŶĚĂǇ͕ϭϴƚŚDĂƌĐŚ͗ŝƐĐŽǀĞƌŝŶŐŽƌŵŝĐĞ
ƌ͘'ǁĞŶ,ŝƚĐŚĐŽĐŬǁŝůůďĞƚĂůŬŝŶŐĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞĞĐŽůŽŐǇ͕ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƚŝŽŶĂŶĚƚŚĞŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐĂĐƚŝǀŝƚŝĞƐƚĂŬŝŶŐƉůĂĐĞŝŶ
ƌĂŵƉƚŽŶtŽŽĚEĂƚƵƌĞZĞƐĞƌǀĞ͘


DŽŶĚĂǇ͕ϭϱƚŚƉƌŝů͗ƌĂŐŽŶƐŝŶǇŽƵƌŐĂƌĚĞŶ
ŶŐŝĞ:ƵůŝĂŶ͕ǁŝůůďĞƚĂůŬŝŶŐĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞŶĂƚŝǀĞĂŵƉŚŝďŝĂŶƐĂŶĚƌĞƉƚŝůĞƐĨŽƵŶĚŝŶŐĂƌĚĞŶƐ͘


DŽŶĚĂǇ͕ϮϬƚŚDĂǇ͗DŽƚŚƐĂŶĚŽƚŚĞƌĐƌĞĂƚƵƌĞƐĨŽƵŶĚĂƚ&ĂƌƚŚŝŶŐŚŽĞEĂƚƵƌĞZĞƐĞƌǀĞ
dŝŵWƌŝĚŵŽƌĞ͕ǁŚŽŝƐƚŚĞǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌZĞƐĞƌǀĞtĂƌĚĞŶĂƚ&ĂƌƚŚŝŶŐŚŽĞ͕ǁŝůůƚĂůŬĂďŽƵƚǁŚĂƚĐĂŶďĞĨŽƵŶĚĂƚƚŚĞƐŝƚĞ͕
ǁŝƚŚĂĨŽĐƵƐŽŶŵŽƚŚƐ͘

:ƵŶĞǆĐƵƌƐŝŽŶ;ĚĂƚĞƚŽďĞĐŽŶĨŝƌŵĞĚͿ
ƚƌŝƉƚŽƚŚĞ&ĂƌƚŚŝŶŐŚŽĞEĂƚƵƌĞZĞƐĞƌǀĞ͕ůĞĚďǇdŝŵWƌŝĚŵŽƌĞƚŚĞsŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌZĞƐĞƌǀĞtĂƌĚĞŶ

ͲŽϬŽͲ


tĂƚĞƌŵĞĂĚŽǁƐDĂŶĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ'ƌŽƵƉ
dŚĞƌĞŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶŶŽŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƐƐŝŶĐĞƚŚĞEŽǀĞŵďĞƌŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƵƉĚĂƚĞ͘dŚĞĞŵƉŚĂƐŝƐ͕;ǁŚŝůĞǁĂŝƚŝŶŐĨŽƌŶĞǁƐŽŶƚŚĞ
ǀĂƌŝŽƵƐ'ƌĂŶƚƉƉůŝĐĂƚŝŽŶƐͿ͕ŚĂƐďĞĞŶŽŶƚŚĞŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐƚŝŽŶŽĨǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƌŝǀĞƌǁĂƌĚĞŶƐ͘
dŚĞĨŝƌƐƚƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐƐĞƐƐŝŽŶŝƐĐƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇďĞŝŶŐŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĞĚ;ĚĂƚĞdͿ͕ďƵƚŝĨĂŶǇŽŶĞǁĂŶƚƐƚŽŐĞƚŝŶǀŽůǀĞĚƚŚĞŶĂƐĞĐŽŶĚ
ƐĞƐƐŝŽŶĐĂŶďĞĂƌƌĂŶŐĞĚƚŽďĞŚĞůĚŝŶdŚĞ&ŽƌƵŵ͘dŚŝƐĂĐƚŝǀŝƚǇǁŽƵůĚƐƵŝƚĚŽŐǁĂůŬĞƌƐŽƌĂŶǇŽŶĞǁŚŽƌĞŐƵůĂƌůǇ
ǁĂůŬƐŶĞĂƌƚŚĞǀĂƌŝŽƵƐǁĂƚĞƌĐŽƵƌƐĞƐŝŶdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͘
ͲŽϬŽͲ


EĞǁƋƵŝƉŵĞŶƚĨŽƌǇŽƵƚŚŐƌŽƵƉƐ
tĞŚĂǀĞƉŽŶĚĚŝƉƉŝŶŐĂŶĚďƵŐƐǁĞĞƉŝŶŐĞƋƵŝƉŵĞŶƚĂŶĚůŽƚƐŽĨ/ĐŚĂƌƚƐĨŽƌ^ĐŚŽŽůƐĂŶĚǇŽƵƚŚŐƌŽƵƉƐƚŽƵƐĞ͘dŚĞ
ĞƋƵŝƉŵĞŶƚŝƐĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞĨŽƌƵƐĞŶŽǁĂŶĚĚŽŶĂƚŝŽŶƐďǇƉĂƌƚŝĐŝƉĂƚŝŶŐŐƌŽƵƉƐǁŝůůďĞǁĞůĐŽŵĞĚ͕ƚŽĐŽǀĞƌŐĞŶĞƌĂůǁĞĂƌ
ĂŶĚƚĞĂƌ͘

/ĨǇŽƵĂƌĞŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚĞĚŝŶĂŶǇŽĨƚŚĞĂďŽǀĞ͕ŽƌǁŽƵůĚůŝŬĞƚŽŬŶŽǁĂŶǇŽƚŚĞƌĚĞƚĂŝůƐĂďŽƵƚŽƵƌ>ŽĐĂů'ƌŽƵƉƚŚĞŶ

ŐĞƚŝŶƚŽƵĐŚǁŝƚŚĂǀŝĚZĞĞĚŽŶϬϭϯϮϳϯϱϮϰϭϰŽƌĚƌĞĞĚƐĨŵΛƐŬǇ͘ĐŽŵ
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dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ&ŽŽĚ&ĞƐƚŝǀĂůƌĞƚƵƌŶƐ͊



dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ&ŽŽĚ&ĞƐƚŝǀĂů–South Northamptonshire’s summertime, gastronomic extravaganza –ƌĞƚƵƌŶƐ
ƚŽdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌZĂĐĞĐŽƵƌƐĞŝŶ:ƵŶĞ͘Founder Crispin Slee has held talks with the venue’s new owners and is
ĚĞůŝŐŚƚĞĚƚŚĂƚƚŚĞǇŚĂǀĞŐŝǀĞŶŚŝŵƚŚĞŐƌĞĞŶůŝŐŚƚ͘
He said: “tĞĂƌĞƚŚƌŝůůĞĚƚŽďĞƌĞƚƵƌŶŝŶŐƚŽŽƵƌƐƉŝƌŝƚƵĂůŚŽŵĞŝŶǁŚĂƚǁŝůůďĞŽƵƌƐŝǆƚŚǇĞĂƌ͘dŚĞƌĂĐĞĐŽƵƌƐĞ
is a fantastic venue and it’s perfect for the food festival.”
dƌĂĚĞƌƐ ĂƌĞ ĂůƌĞĂĚǇ ƐŝŐŶŝŶŐƵƉ ƚŚĞ ƐŚŽǁ ǁŚŝĐŚ ƉƌŽŵŝƐĞƐĂůůƚŚĞƵƐƵĂůƚƌŝŵŵŝŶŐƐ – ĐŚĞĨĚĞŵŽƐ͕ ĨŽŽĚŝĞ
ƚĂůŬƐ͕ǁŝŶĞĂŶĚŐŝŶƚĂƐƚŝŶŐƐ͕ůŝǀĞŵƵƐŝĐĂŶĚĂĨƌĞĞŬŝĚƐĐŝƌĐƵƐ͘ůŽŶŐǁŝƚŚĂƐƚƌĞĞƚĨŽŽĚŵĂƌŬĞƚ͕ƚŚĞƌĞǁŝůů
ďĞŶĞĂƌůǇϭϬϬƐƚĂůůƐƐĞůůŝŶŐĂƌƚŝƐĂŶĨŽŽĚĂŶĚĚƌŝŶŬ͕ŵĂŶǇůŽĐĂůƚŽEŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶƐŚŝƌĞ͘

dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ&ŽŽĚ&ĞƐƚŝǀĂůƚĂŬĞƐƉůĂĐĞŽŶ
^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ͕ϴƚŚΘ^ƵŶĚĂǇ͕ϵƚŚ:ƵŶĞϮϬϭϵ
KƉĞŶŝŶŐĂƚϭϬĂŵŽŶĞĂĐŚĚĂǇ͘WĂƌŬŝŶŐŝƐĨƌĞĞ͘dŝĐŬĞƚƐĂƌĞŶŽǁŽŶƐĂůĞ͘&ŽƌŵŽƌĞŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ͕ƉůĞĂƐĞǀŝƐŝƚ͗
ǁǁǁ͘ƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌĨŽŽĚĨĞƐƚŝǀĂů͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ
Towcester Food Festival is supported by South Northamptonshire Council as part of the council’s drive to

ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚƚŽƵƌŝƐŵĂŶĚƚŚĞůŽĐĂůĞĐŽŶŽŵǇ͘
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TOWCESTER STUDIO BAND

After a very busy and challenging 2018, the members
of Towcester Studio Band are looking forward to
another successful but hopefully slightly less eventful
year.

Bandhall and Towcester should be proud of this fact and
that the funds to build the premises were all raised by
past band members in the early 50’s. The Band works
to raise enough money to keep this heritage going –
now in its 119th year, and to be an asset to the people
of Towcester and surrounding area.

Following on from a fantastic win at the Bolsover
Festival of Brass on 30th September, the band are
travelling to the Oxford and District Brass Band
Association contest in Woodstock on 23rd February to
defend their title of 1st place from last year. As well as
rehearsing hard for this, they also need to prepare for
the Midlands Area Contest on 9th March held in
Kenilworth.

TSB have already secured several engagements this
year including Abington Park, Northampton, Bands in
the Park on 18th August 2pm to 5pm – a great Sunday
afternoon out in the park and weather permitting, superb
for letting the kids run off steam and have a picnic. They
will also be at Towcester’s Annual Midsummer Music on
22nd June playing in Towcester Mill’s garden from
7.30pm.

This year the test piece is Gustav Holst’s First Suite in
Eb and the top three bands from this will qualify for the
National Finals in September and TSB are determined
to achieve this.

Towcester Band are always pleased to welcome new
players – we are particularly interested in any Tuba
players out there, but all players are welcome rehearsal nights are Monday and Wednesday 8 till
10pm. If you would like to join us or just come along for
a blow, please pop along to rehearsal or if you need any
further information phone 01327 351403 or email
towcesterstudioband@gmail.com

Hopefully by the time you read this the band will have
achieved the success that all the hard work deserves
without the added stress that a completely flooded band
hall a week before the Area contest in 2018 gave us.
On that note the Band would like to thank Towcester
Football Club, Towcester C of E Primary school and St
Lawrence Church for all the help they gave us last year
when the Band had no rehearsal room due to the burst
pipes. Thankfully with the assistance of an incredibly
helpful insurance company and D J Hutchings & Sons
for the repair work, the hall was back in action relatively
quickly. Subsequent to this, further improvements have
been made to the Hall to give complete disabled
access, disabled toilet and for the first time since the hall
was built in 1958, hot running water. This was all made
possible with a grant from South Northants Council for
which the band are eternally grateful. In the banding
world there are few bands with their own purpose-built

The Band are hoping to secure funding in order to
resurrect a training band at some point soon for those
wishing to learn a brass instrument - if anyone wishes
to register an interest in this please contact TSB as
above.
The Band’s first concert this year will be at St
Lawrence Church Towcester on 6th April where they
will be joined by children from Towcester C of E
Primary school. The theme of the concert will be
around children’s entertainment so should appeal
to all ages so please come along- the concert starts
at 7.30pm, tickets £7.50 available on the door.
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