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2019 Towcester Produce Show
The annual Towcester Produce Show, organised by the Allotment and Gardeners Association at the Town Hall, took place once again
on a sunny August Bank Holiday Monday. The show celebrated home produce, home grown fruit and vegetables and crafts of children
and adults from Towcester and the surrounding villages.
Entries were judged during the morning then the hall opened for viewing from 1:30pm onwards. This year saw a good number of
entries, despite the difficult growing season we have had, and the judges were impressed with both the quantity and quality of exhibits.
Visitors could enjoy a homemade cake and cup of tea or coffee whilst admiring the produce, such as the heaviest marrow, longest
beans, children’s plate gardens and best Victoria Sponge.
The Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr Richard Dallyn, presented the numerous prize cups and plaques to the lucky winners and there were
lots of smiles all round.
The Association would like to thank all those who entered the show, those who came to admire, the judges, and the committee, who
put in many hours of hard work to ensure the continuation of this traditional event.
We are looking forward to an equally successful show in 2020!

Jason Fleming

Chairman, Towcester Allotment & Gardeners Association.
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TOWCESTER IN BLOOM
It has been lovely to see the floral planting
extended along Watling Street and Brackley
Road this year; particularly as they couldn’t be
enjoyed during the road closure last year; with
Towcester Evening WI, businesses and
residents making additional contributions with
their own planters and hanging baskets. Plants
were supplied by Bell Plantation, installation by
The Groundcare Co. and watering by Axiom B2.
The Annual St Lawrence Church Flower
Festival was also a lovely treat with entries by
many individuals and organisations across the
town. We hope to build on the scheme and
secure permission from Highways England to
install more planters in the Town Centre. We
would like to continue to encourage more
businesses and organisations to take part to
make the town more attractive to residents and
visitors alike with a view to entering East
Midlands in Bloom at some point in the future.

Towcester’s
BestKept
KeptFront
FrontGarden
Garden
Towcester’s Best
Towcester Town Mayor received a bumper crop of entries in the Best Kept Front Garden this year and visited properties across the
town. It’s great to see residents taking pride in their gardens. Highly Commended were Colin Allen (Northgate), Mr & Mrs Dennis
(Clare Crescent), Mr & Mrs Buckingham (Sheppards Crescent), Julie Johnston (Bickerstaffes Road) and Diana Jones (Cedar Close).
Winners each received a certificate and garden voucher. We hope to see everyone entering again next year and look forward to
seeing the town bloom again next Spring.
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A Word from the Mayor . . .
Since becoming Mayor of Towcester in May, I
have been delighted to be invited to several events
within our town, all very different.

I’ve had the pleasure of supporting my charities:
presenting medals at the Towcester Town FC
tournament, opening the Fete and attending the
Gala Evening at Nicholas Hawksmoor School
and joining Towcester Primary School in its
10th Anniversary Celebrations, where the children
made a human collage of the school emblem, an
aerial photo of which was shown in the last issue,
and of course judging the Bake off Competition
at their Summer Fete.
Also, I enjoyed a wonderful time at the
Midsummer Music Festival, followed by “A
Night at the Opera” performed by Towcester
Choral Society and The Opera Dudes. Who
knew that St. Lawrence Church makes such a
wonderful concert hall? The Community Fun
Day on the Recreation Ground was a fabulous
event, attended by all our emergency services.

Representatives of the Mayor’s charities receiving cheques
from the proceeds of Midsummer Music

I was proud to see some of our local volunteers, young and older, receive achievement awards at the St. John
Ambulance Presentation Evening. The Towcester & District Local History Society’s WW1 ‘End of the End’ event
at the Forum, presented by Brian Giggins, David Reed and John Morris, was both informative and moving.
In August, I visited ‘Memory Matters’ the Alzheimers Society’s Support and Activity Group and, along with other
Councillors, discussed with carers how Towcester could become a more ‘Dementia Friendly Town’. We were given
plenty of ideas to work on. In the meantime, I invite all local businesses, however large or small, to attend a Free
‘Dementia Friends Session’ at our Town Hall later in the year. We all need to understand the complexities of this
terrible disease and how we can make life easier, not just for those diagnosed, but for their carers too. For example, easy
steps can include: eateries displaying pictures of food on the menus, and pharmacies working with GP surgeries to ensure
prompt collection of medicines.

I am delighted to announce that later this year, the Council will be asking for nominations for “The Mayor’s Citizens
of the Year Awards”. The awards will be presented next May, so please put on your thinking caps and decide who you
think deserves an award, either for their outstanding work within the community, their bravery, selflessness, whatever
you think.
Finally, I hope you will all support my charities: Towcester Town FC, Towcester Primary School and Nicholas
Hawksmoor Primary School by attending my upcoming Mayors Charity Events, including:
Saturday, 23rd November

Wednesday, 4th December

Saturday, 14th December

(Includes 3-course meal)

Towcester Town Hall

Towcester Town Hall

Murder Mystery

Dick Whittington

Christmas

Look out for more details around town nearer the events or contact me on towcestertownmayor@mail.com

Cllr Lisa Samiotis

Towcester Town Mayor
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News from the Town Council…
How well do you know your neighbours…?

The Town Council has recently been considering
how it can help to promote neighbourliness in our
town. It is fully aware that many of you take the time
to call in on your neighbours, to check they’re okay,
to run an errand or help with an odd job here or there.
However, it is almost certain there will be those who,
for a variety of reasons, miss out on this human
contact; those who do not see another person from
one day to the next.

Unfortunately, as the town expands, it naturally becomes more difficult to retain that precious sense of
community. There are many organisations within the town striving to promote our community, and actively
bring its members together. This is important work. Perhaps of equal importance; however, is being conscious
of who is living in your direct neighbourhood. A couple of villages in Northamptonshire have implemented a
‘Good Neighbour Scheme’. This scheme is designed to match volunteers in our community with those who
would benefit from a little help from time to time. Whilst this is still for consideration, for a town with
Towcester’s population (and growing) this would be a huge undertaking to set up.

The Town Council recently became aware of a ‘Meet your Neighbour’ event arranged by residents of Maple
Close. Over the years, families had come and gone, and this was an opportunity to re-engage with those who
live closest by; to make friends. Perhaps others can build on the success of this event and host one in their
own street?
Whatever your views on how to encourage neighbourliness, the Town Council would welcome them at
towncouncil@towcester-tc.gov.uk or martin.johns@btinternet.com.

Thank you.
Welcome to a new Town Councillor
At its Full Council Meeting on 9th
September, the Town Council coopted Mr William Thomas to its
vacancy for a Town Councillor on Mill
Ward. It will welcome William to his
first Full Council Meeting on 14th
October and from this date will be
back up to its full complement of 16
Councillors.
Please do remember that all the
Council’s agendas are published on
its website www.towcester-tc.gov.uk
in advance and there is a 15-minute
‘open to the public’ session at the
beginning of each meeting. If you are
interested in having an item added to
any agenda, please contact the Clerk,
Elizabeth
Cox,
on
towncouncil@towcester-tc.gov.uk or
01327 350995.
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7th South Northants Annual Art Trail 2019

Photo credit: Lizzi Bucklow-Holt, Annual Art Trail 2018

It’s not long till this Year’s October South Northants Art Trail and this will be the most varied yet!
Running from 5th to 13th October, the Art Trail is the only organised visual arts festival in Northants, with 63
artists and craft makers exhibiting in 21 venues in the south of the county.
Now in its 7th year, this October’s Art Trail offers you the chance to meet artists working with oils, pastels,
acrylics and watercolours, glass and wood, silver and polymer clay, mixed media and textiles, coiled and
wheel-thrown ceramics, photography, calligraphy, printmaking, wearable art, handbags, pencil and charcoal
drawings, and more!
The emphasis is on art in action, with demonstrations, hands-on sessions and workshops, and most artists
working on new pieces while open.
Look out for the distinctive Art Trail Directory, which will be available in venues, galleries, libraries and shops
across the region, showing all the venues and artists with this handy map to help you plan your art experience!

2019 EXHIBITOR MAP
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THE MIDLAND COLUMBARIAN SOCIETY
The Midland Columbarian Society consists of a band of Fancy Pigeon Keepers, who meet
on the first Tuesday of every month, except January and February, at 7:30pm at the
Towcestrians Rugby Club, Greens Norton.
The first entry in our Minute Book reads, ‘A meeting was held at The Old Towcestrians Rugby Football Club on 3rd

October 1961, to discuss the formation of a Fancy Pigeon Society. About twenty fanciers were present from a wide
area.’ Also, our first annual dinner for the Society was held at The Saracens Head, hotel in 1963. Here we are now,
58 years on, and about 20 fanciers still meet at the Towcestrians club to enjoy our hobby of pigeon keeping.

Meetings include showing off our birds, competing for trophies, talks from fanciers about their pigeons and how
they care for them, quiz nights, and generally enjoying a good evening with our friends.

King Pigeon

Every year we organise an open show in The Towcester Youth & Community Centre Islington Rd, Towcester,
Northants, NN12 6AU. We have about 200 pigeons on show and everyone is welcome to attend. Refreshments are
available and we willingly talk to everyone about the various aspects of fancy pigeon keeping.

This year’s Annual Show is being held on Sunday 6th October 2019
11am till 3 pm at The Towcester Youth & Community Centre
Most people, when pigeons are mentioned, think of street pigeons or wood pigeons, but it may surprise you to know
that there are many hundreds of different types of pigeon. We have some which are small and weigh only 200
grams, right up to the largest called the ‘Runt’ which weighs in over a kilo and has a wing-span of a metre. The
photographs of just some of the breeds show how different they are to those we see eating chips in the street!

White Jacobin Pigeon

In the Second World War, The National Pigeon Service (NPS) was formed. The racing pigeon keepers signed up to
supply pigeons for use by the NPS and were then allowed food to feed their birds. These birds were used by the
RAF (standard equipment on all bomber and reconnaissance aircraft), the Army, Intelligence Service, and the Army
Pigeon Service (Secret Service). As with service men and women, a few of the many pigeons used were recognised
for their bravery by the award of the Dicken Medal, known generally as ‘The Animal Victoria Cross’. In all, between
1943 and 1945, forty-six pigeons were recognised with the issue of this medal: more than any other animal in the
war. Mary of Exeter was one such bird.
With the fancy pigeon, we have many interesting stories of their owners and uses. Some keepers were miners, with
birds that could be kept in their small back yards, and on Sundays (their only day off), when wives, mothers and
children had gone to Sunday school, the miners would release their Birmingham Roller pigeons and would try to
get their birds to bring back their neighbours’ birds to their own loft; they would then hold the bird until the ransom
of a pint of ale had been paid! Other breeds of pigeons had a more practical purpose, the ‘King’ pigeon being a good
example, being bred for food, weighing in at a kilo and standing 28cm tall. We have another group of pigeons called
‘Trumpeters’ which are known for the sound they produce. Plus, many other varieties.
Our Society is kindly sponsored by ‘Dennes Country Stores’ of Soulbury, Nr Leighton Buzzard, Beds. They help us
with donations to our monthly meetings and our Annual Open Show. They enable us to operate without the constant
worry of covering our costs. All our members are grateful to them for their continued help.

Portuguese Tumbler

Antwerp Smerle Pigeon

If anyone would like to join us, please come along to chat to us at our Annual Show or to one of our meetings or
contact me by e-mail at kenorsheila367@yahoo.co.uk
Ken Goodman MBE

Secretary/Treasurer, The Midland Columbarian Society

Birmingham Roller

Bokara Trumpeter

Dicken Medal Award for Bravery

Annual Show

Winner’s Trophy
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Runt and Racing Pigeons

Tove
Wetland
Pocket
Volunteers
Tove Wetland
Pocket
Park Park
Seeks Seeks
Volunteers
You may know the area as Belle Baulk Open Space, but it was officially designated as a Pocket Park in 2012. A Pocket
Park is a small area of land that is owned and managed by the community to be of benefit to both people and wildlife. It
is jointly administered by the Town Council and a small group of keen residents: the Tove Wetland Pocket Park
Committee.
Most of the TWPP, between the River Tove and the Belle Baulk estate, is managed by the Town Council, whose
contractor regularly cuts the grass. The Pocket Park Committee has installed a boardwalk and a dipping platform at the
balancing pond and intends to install a display board, to inform users of the Park, about the wildlife to be seen in and
around the pond.
The Committee manages a small area of grass adjacent to the river with a view to create a wildflower meadow. Some
wildflowers have already been planted with further planting scheduled for autumn and next spring. The grass is cut at
least once or twice a year, at the end of August and in the spring before the wildflowers start to grow. This regime
reduces the fertility of the soil and favours the wildflowers and softer grasses as opposed to the tough grasses and rank
weeds (thistles, nettles, etc.).
On the other side of the river, the Committee looks after a larger area of grass, although some areas are still cut regularly
by the Town Council’s contractor. The main aim for this area is to increase the amount of wet habitat and, again, to
encourage wildflowers to grow. Three ponds and ‘a scrape’ (the term 'scrape' is used to describe a shallow pond that
forms in a natural low spot in a floodplain) have been dug with the assistance of Froglife (a national wildlife charity
committed to the conservation of amphibians and reptiles and saving the habitats they depend on). Unlike the balancing
pond, these ponds dry up in the summer but still provide a valuable habitat for wildlife, like the Smooth Newt. The large
existing pond in this area (known as the oxbow lake) also dries out. The Committee has also provided a boardwalk and
dipping/observation platform to this pond. Both boardwalks are accessible to wheelchair users.
Lastly, we have planted trees in a few small areas to increase the complexity of the habitat, which will enable more
flowers and animals to colonise the area. The current Committee comprises of only a few individuals and we would love
to be able to do more to improve the whole area. If you like what we have been doing, and can spare a few hours from
time to time, then we could do with your help. If you are interested, please contact either Nick Holder (Tel. 352647) or
Peter Warden (Tel. 350489).
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dKt^dZΘ/^dZ/d>K>,/^dKZz^K/dz

ƵƚƵŵŶĂŶĚ͕ƐŚŽƌƚůǇ͕ǁŝŶƚĞƌƐĞĂƐŽŶƐĂƌĞǁŝƚŚƵƐĂŶĚƚŚĞ^ŽĐŝety’s speaker secretary, Sue Ingram, has put together the
ƵƐƵĂůĨĂƐĐŝŶĂƚŝŶŐƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞŽĨƚĂůŬƐ;ƐĞĞďĞůŽǁͿ͘/ŶĨĂĐƚ͕ŚĞƌĨŽƌǁĂƌĚͲƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐŝƐĂůƌĞĂĚǇƚĂŬŝŶŐŚĞƌŝŶƚŽϮϬϮϭĂƐƐŚĞ
ƐĞĂƌĐŚĞƐĨŽƌƋƵĂůŝƚǇĂŶĚǀĂƌŝĞƚǇ͘
DĞĂŶǁŚŝůĞ͕ƚŚĞ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞƐƚŽŐŝǀĞĞŶƚŚƵƐŝĂƐƚŝĐĂŶĚƉƌĂĐƚŝĐĂůƐƵƉƉŽƌƚƚŽĞǆĐŝƚŝŶŐŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐĂůƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐĐƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇŝŶ
ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ–South Northants Council’s Towcester Water Meadows Project and the Towcester Historical Buildings survey.
/ŶĞĂĐŚĐĂƐĞ͕^ŽĐŝĞƚǇŵĞŵďĞƌƐĂƌĞǀĞƌǇŵƵĐŚŝŶǀŽůǀĞĚ͘
^E ƉůĂŶƐ ƚŽ ŐƌĞĂƚůǇ ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞ ƚŚĞ tĂƚĞƌ DĞĂĚŽǁƐ ĂŶĚ ŚĂƐ ĂůƌĞĂĚǇ ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚŽŶĞ ŐƌĂŶƚ ƚŽ ĂƐƐŝƐƚ ŝŶŽƉĞŶŝŶŐ ƵƉ ƚŚĞ
DĞĂĚŽǁƐĨŽƌƚŚĞƉƵďůŝĐŝŶǀĂƌŝŽƵƐǁĂǇƐ͕ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐƉƵƚƚŝŶŐŝŶŵŽƌĞƉĂƚŚǁĂǇƐ͘dŚĞƌĞĂƌĞĂůƐŽƉůĂŶƐƚŽďƌŝŶŐŽƵƚƚŚĞƌŝĐŚ
ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇŽĨƚŚĞĂƌĞĂǁŝƚŚŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶďŽĂƌĚƐĂŶĚƐƉĞĐŝĂůĞǀĞŶƚƐ͘
,ŽƉĞĨƵůůǇƚŚĞƉƌŽũĞĐƚǁŝůůƐŽŽŶƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĂ,ĞƌŝƚĂŐĞ>ŽƚƚĞƌǇ'ƌĂŶƚƚŽƚĂŬĞƚŚĞǁŽƌŬ ĂŐƌĞĂƚ ĚĞĂůĨƵƌƚŚĞƌ͘dŚĞ ,ŝƐƚŽƌǇ
^ŽĐŝĞƚǇŚĂƐďĞĞŶƐƚƌŽŶŐůǇƐƵƉƉŽƌƚŝŶŐďŽƚŚƚŚĞƐĞŐƌĂŶƚĂƉƉůŝĐĂƚŝŽŶƐĂŶĚŵĞŵďĞƌƐĂƌĞĐůŽƐĞůǇŝŶǀŽůǀĞĚǁŝƚŚƚŚĞƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ
ŽĨƚŚĞǁŚŽůĞƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞ͘
ƉĂƌƚĨƌŽŵƚŚĞŝƌǀĂůƵĞƚŽƚŚĞŐĞŶĞƌĂůƉƵďůŝĐ͕ƚŚĞDĞĂĚŽǁƐŚĂǀĞ/ƌŽŶŐĞďƵƌŝĂůƐŝƚĞƐďĞůŽǁƚŚĞŝƌƐƵƌĨĂĐĞ͕ǁĞƌĞĐƌŽƐƐĞĚ
ďǇƚŚĞŵĞĚŝĞǀĂůƌŽĂĚƚŽEŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶ͕ĂŶĚĂůŵŽƐƚĐĞƌƚĂŝŶůǇǁĞƌĞƚŚĞƐŝƚĞŽĨƚŚĞĂƚƚůĞŽĨdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌŝŶϵϭϳ͕ǁŚĞŶ
^ĂǆŽŶĚĞĨĞŶĚĞƌƐƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵůůǇƌĞƉƵůƐĞĚĂĨŽƌĐĞŽĨsŝŬŝŶŐĂƚƚĂĐŬĞƌƐ͘

d><^WZK'ZDD>Kt/d,/EdZ^d͘͘͘
ZŽǇĂůĂƐƚĂƌĚƐ–YƵĞƐƚĨŽƌƚŚĞƌŽǁŶǁŝƚŚZŽŐĞƌWŽǁĞůů

tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇϵƚŚKĐƚŽďĞƌ

ZŽŐĞƌŝƐĂŶĂƵƚŚŽƌĂŶĚŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĂŶǁŚŽŚĂƐŚĞůĚĂǀĂƌŝĞƚǇŽĨƉŽƐƚƐƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚĂůŽŶŐĂŶĚĚŝƐƚŝŶŐƵŝƐŚĞĚĐĂƌĞĞƌ͕
ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐǁŽƌŬŝŶŐĨŽƌĞďƌĞƚƚƐĂŶĚƵƌŬĞƐWĞĞƌĂŐĞ͘dŚŝƐƚĂůŬ͕ĂƐĞƋƵĞůƚŽZŽǇĂůDŝƐƚƌĞƐƐĞƐŐŝǀĞŶŝŶϮϬϭϴ͕ǁŝůů
reveal the stories of several “RoyalBastards”, children of Royals and their illicit lovers. 
The Women’s Land Army in county 1914ͲϭϴǁŝƚŚ,ĞůĞŶ&ƌŽƐƚ

tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇϭϯƚŚEŽǀĞŵďĞƌ

,ĞůĞŶǁŝůůůŽŽŬďĂĐŬƚŽƚŚĞ&ŝƌƐƚtŽƌůĚtĂƌƚŽƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƚŚĞƐƚŽƌŝĞƐďĞŚŝŶĚƚŚĞƋƵŝƚĞŝŶĐƌĞĚŝďůĞĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚŝŽŶŵĂĚĞ
by this often overworked “Army” of women, who during the years of the war were recruited, mainly from towns
ĂŶĚĐŝƚŝĞƐ͕ƚŽǁŽƌŬŽŶƚŚĞůĂŶĚ͘/ƚǁĂƐƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞůǇŶĞǁƚŽŵŽƐƚŽĨƚŚĞŵ͘
ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐDĞĞƚŝŶŐ

tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇϭϭƚŚĞĐĞŵďĞƌ

DĞŵďĞƌƐĂŶĚƚŚĞŝƌŐƵĞƐƚƐĐĂŶĞǆƉĞĐƚĂĨĞƐƚŝǀĞŵŝǆƚƵƌĞŵƵĐŚĂƐƵƐƵĂůďƵƚǁŝƚŚƉĞƌŚĂƉƐĂƚǁŝƐƚŽƌƚǁŽƚŽĂĚĚƚŽ
ƚŚĞŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚ͘
dŚĞEĂƚŝŽŶĂů>ĞĂƚŚĞƌŽůůĞĐƚŝŽŶǁŝƚŚWŚŝůŝƉtĂƌŶĞƌ

tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇϵƚŚ:ĂŶƵĂƌǇ

ƵŶŝƋƵĞƚĂůŬĂďŽƵƚĂƵŶŝƋƵĞcollection. It will feature an introduction to the Collection, the museum’s history
ĂŶĚŚŽǁŝƚĐĂŵĞƚŽďĞŝŶEŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶ͘WŚŝůŝƉǁŝůůĂůƐŽďƌŝĞĨůǇĐŽǀĞƌůĞĂƚŚĞƌŵĂŶƵĨĂĐƚƵƌŝŶŐĂŶĚƚŚĞŝŶĚƵƐƚƌǇŝŶ
ŐĞŶĞƌĂů͘
DĞĞƚŝŶŐƐĂƌĞŚĞůĚĂƚƚŚĞZŝǀĞƌƐŝĚĞZĞƐŽƵƌĐĞĞŶƚƌĞŝŶ/ƐůŝŶŐƚŽŶZŽĂĚ͕dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͕Ăƚϳ͘ϯϬƉŵ͘dŚĞƌĞŝƐĂĨĞĞŽĨ
άϯĨŽƌŶŽŶͲŵĞŵďĞƌƐ͘&ŽƌĨƵƌƚŚĞƌŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇƉůĞĂƐĞĐŽŶƚĂĐƚĂǀŝĚtŝůĐŽĐŬŽŶϬϭϯϮϳϯϱϭϳϴϮ
ŽƌWĞƚĞƌ:ŽŶĞƐŽŶϬϭϯϮϳϯϱϳϵϱϮ͘
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OLD TOWCESTER 31 – The Earl, the road and the culverts.
In April 1793 an Act of Parliament was passed for
making a canal from Braunston to join the river
Thames at Brentford; this would pass through the
outskirts of Blisworth. The proposed wharf at this
spot would be of considerable benefit to the towns
and villages close by, as it linked the area with
London and the coal mining districts, which would
potentially reduce the price of coal.

31a – plan showing the proposed turnpike route and
the Dust Hill extension
George Fermor, 3rd Earl of Pomfret, together with
other members of the gentry, knew that the road
between Towcester and Northampton was in poor
14

condition and that it needed improvements to meet
the demands which the wharf would make. In August
1794 they made an application to Parliament for an
Act to be passed to turn this route into a turnpike
road. This would be maintained by a trust who would
raise income through tolls and contributions from all
the parishes through which it passed and were
responsible for maintaining the existing road. From
the anticipated profits that would be made, the trust
would pay the investors a return of 5%. The act was
passed in 1795, creating the Towcester to Cotton
End Turnpike Trust with the Earl of Pomfret being the
largest investor, contributing £3867 of £4869
invested. Probably the main reason the Earl of
Pomfret could afford such a large sum was that he
was soon to marry the heiress Mary Trollope Brown.
What the 1795 Act set out was to abandon part of the
existing Northampton Road which went from the
present Tesco junction [The Old Tiffield Road], down
the footpath at the bottom of the B&M car park,
around the boundary of the new, rather prominent,
industrial buildings and through what is now the
Shires Estate across Easton Neston grounds to the
spot where several of the Easton Neston tree
avenues intersect. Beyond that spot the section of
the old road going through Hulcote northwards was
to be retained. In addition, the bridleway from the
Towcester Watermill to Hulcote, which cut across
Towcester Watermeadows, was to be closed. Both
were to be replaced by a straight stretch of new road
to join the Oxford Turnpike Road and Watling Street
junction (now the Brackley Road junction) in
Towcester with the Easton Neston internal road that
was lined by the north-west avenue of trees. This
would link up the new road to the retained section of
the route.
As the new road crossed the River Tove water
meadows it would need to be built on a causeway,
which was realised could create flooding problems.
The old roads would then be incorporated into the
Earl of Pomfret’s estate in exchange for the land that
the new road would take. These radical changes
would enable the Earl of Pomfret to redesign his
estate grounds and, most importantly, give his house
and parkland far more privacy.
The first meeting of the turnpike road trustees took
place in June 1795, which ordered turnpikes and
tollhouses to be erected in Cotton End and near the
western corner of Easton Neston park wall. At a
meeting in the following week an order was given for

seven culverts or arches to be built on the route of
the new road, each 18 ft long and varying in width
from 4 to 6ft; two of these were for the millstream.
The Earl proposed that he should construct the
culverts at an agreed cost together with the erection
of the toll houses and the bridge over the River Tove;
this was agreed in July with the works to be
completed by October 1796.

31b – the former Easton Neston tollhouse now the
Second Lodge
Someone named Padbury was collecting tolls at the
Easton Neston tollgate from the 23rd September
1795, at least 10 months ahead of the stretch of new
canal between Braunston and Blisworth being
completed and Blisworth wharf constructed. He did
not have a tollhouse at that time but must have had
a shelter. It is likely that the tollhouse was completed
at the end of April 1796 when John Hassell took over
the collection of Easton Neston tolls, taking £152 11s
4d during his first year. In June 1796 it was also
decided there would be a radical extension of the
new road as they found that the section of the road
that went through Hulcote was too narrow and could
not be altered without considerable expense. The
new route would go from the Easton Neston tollgate
in a north-east direction approximately midway
between Hulcote and Tiffield and meet the old road
at Dust Hill. This removed Hulcote from one of the
area’s major routes which must have had a
considerable impact on the village. The Earl of
Pomfret provided additional funds for the Dust Hill
extension to be undertaken.
Demolition of the “Six Bells” in Towcester, occupied
by Esther Jeffreys, and Greaves’ house took place in
April 1797 allowing the River Tove meadows stretch
of the road to be completed and the present crossroads created. The Dust Hill section of the new road
was completed by the end of June that year and in

October it was ordered that the new road be opened
as soon as possible. After opening it was found that
the Easton Neston tollgate was badly situated and on
the 1st of August the committee decided to remove
this to just outside Tiffield. The last toll taken at the
Easton Neston tollgate was on the 30th of July, just
14 months after it was opened. Three months later
the tollhouse was sold to the Earl of Pomfret who
converted it to one of the entrance lodges for his
park.

31c – sketch of the Easton Neston tollgate and
tollhouse drawn as an appendage to the 1765 Easton
Neston estate map.
The road ceased to be a turnpike in 1873 and was
taken over by the County Highways Authority. In its
77-year life it probably only once paid a dividend to
its shareholders, so it cannot be said to have been a
good investment for the Earl of Pomfret and his
descendants. It did, however, enable the family to
reconfigure the park and grounds surrounding
Easton Neston House which are now designated as
being of national importance.
One of the queries that I have is what happened to
the culverts that were supposed to be constructed to
help stop the flooding in Towcester meadow? They
were ordered in 1795 and again in 1797. Were they
conveniently forgotten about or has the subsequent
widening of the road covered them up? I will let you
make your own mind up about that!
Brian Giggins

(Sources: Historic Newspapers Online, Northamptonshire Record Office documents: Fermor Hesketh Box I bundle IX ; Fermor Hesketh Box V bundle XXX & QS/CC/038)
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ROTARY CLUB SEEKS YOUNG TALENT
ZŽƚĂƌǇŝƐŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞůĂƌŐĞƐƚĂŶĚŵŽƐƚƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵůŐůŽďĂůŵĞŵďĞƌƐŚŝƉĂŶĚŚƵŵĂŶŝƚĂƌŝĂŶƐĞƌǀŝĐĞŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƚŝŽŶƐŝŶƚŚĞǁŽƌůĚ͕ǁŝƚŚϭ͘ϮŵŝůůŝŽŶŵĞŵďĞƌƐ
ŝŶŽǀĞƌϮϬϬĐŽƵŶƚƌŝĞƐ͘KƵƌŵĞŵďĞƌƐĂƌĞƉĞŽƉůĞǁŚŽƚĂŬĞĂĐƚŝŽŶĂŶĚĐƌĞĂƚĞůĂƐƚŝŶŐĐŚĂŶŐĞ͘
tĞŚĂǀĞƌĂŝƐĞĚĂŶĚƐƉĞŶƚĂƌŽƵŶĚάϯŶŽŶůŝĨĞͲĐŚĂŶŐŝŶŐƐƵƐƚĂŝŶĂďůĞƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐĂĐƌŽƐƐƚŚĞŐůŽďĞ͕ƐƵĐŚĂƐǁŽƌŬŝŶŐǁŝƚŚŝůů'ĂƚĞƐƚŽĞƌĂĚŝĐĂƚĞƉŽůŝŽ͕
ŚĞůƉŝŶŐƚŽƉƌŽŵŽƚĞƉĞĂĐĞ͕ĨŝŐŚƚŝŶŐĚŝƐĞĂƐĞ͕ŐƌŽǁŝŶŐĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĞƐ͕ĂŶĚƐĂǀŝŶŐŵŽƚŚĞƌƐĂŶĚĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͘tĞĂƌĞĂůƐŽŝŶǀŽůǀĞĚŝŶĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂůŝƐƐƵĞƐƚŽ
ŚĞůƉƐĂǀĞŽƵƌƉůĂŶĞƚ͘
ŶĚǁĞĂƌĞĐŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĚƚŽŽĨĨĞƌŝŶŐǇŽƵŶŐƉĞŽƉůĞŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚŝĞƐƚŽƵŶůŽĐŬƚŚĞŝƌƉŽƚĞŶƚŝĂů͕ĚĞǀĞůŽƉƚŚĞŝƌƐŬŝůůƐĂŶĚďƌŽĂĚĞŶƚŚĞŝƌŚŽƌŝǌŽŶƐ͘
KƵƌǇŽƵƚŚĐŽŵƉĞƚŝƚŝŽŶƐŽĨĨĞƌĂƉůĂƚĨŽƌŵĨŽƌƚŚĞŝƌƚĂůĞŶƚƐƚŽƐŚŝŶĞ͘tŝƚŚůŽĐĂůĂŶĚƌĞŐŝŽŶĂůŚĞĂƚƐĂŶĚƚŚĞĐŚĂŶĐĞƚŽĐŽŵƉĞƚĞĂƚŶĂƚŝŽŶĂůůĞǀĞůƐ͕ŽƵƌ
ĐŽŶƚĞƐƚƐĂƌĞĂŐƌĞĂƚǁĂǇƚŽďĞĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞĚŝŶĂĨƵŶĂŶĚĨƌŝĞŶĚůǇĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ͘dŚĞƌĞĂƌĞŐƌĞĂƚƉƌŝǌĞƐƵƉĨŽƌŐƌĂďƐƚŽŽ͕ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐĐĂƐŚŽƌƐƉĞĐŝĂůƐŬŝůůƐ
ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚĐŽƵƌƐĞƐ͘
tĞĂůƐŽŽĨĨĞƌůĞĂĚĞƌƐŚŝƉĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚĐŽƵƌƐĞƐƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƌzŽƵŶŐZŽƚĂƌǇzŽƵƚŚ>ĞĂĚĞƌƐŚŝƉǁĂƌĚƐ;Zz>ͿƐĐŚĞŵĞ͕ĂƚŚƌĞĞͲĚĂǇƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚŝĂůĐŽƵƌƐĞ
ĨŽƌǇŽƵŶŐƉĞŽƉůĞĂŐĞĚϭϯͲϭϲǇĞĂƌƐƚŽďĞĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞĚƚŽŵŽǀĞŽƵƚŽĨƚŚĞŝƌĐŽŵĨŽƌƚǌŽŶĞƐŝŶĂƐĂĨĞĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ͘&ŽƌĨƵƌƚŚĞƌŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ͕ƉůĞĂƐĞ
ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ>ǇŶŶ'ƵƐŚ;ϬϭϯϮϳϴϲϬϭϵϮŽƌůǇŶŶŐƵƐŚΛƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌͲƌŽƚĂƌǇ͘ŽƌŐ͘ƵŬͿ͘
ŶĚǁŝƚŚĂƐŵƵĐŚƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĂƐǇŽƵŶĞĞĚĨƌŽŵĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞĚŵĞŵďĞƌƐŽĨdŚĞZŽƚĂƌǇůƵďŽĨdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌĂŶĚŝŶƐŽŵĞĐŽŵƉĞƚŝƚŝŽŶƐĨƌŽŵǇŽƵƌůŽĐĂů
ƐĐŚŽŽů͕ƚŚĞƌĞŝƐĞǀĞƌǇƌĞĂƐŽŶĂŶĚŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇƚŽƚĂŬĞƚŚĞůĞĂƉĂŶĚĞŶƚĞƌ͘
KƵƌĐŽŵƉĞƚŝƚŝŽŶƐƚŚŝƐǇĞĂƌŝŶĐůƵĚĞ͗
➢

zKhE'Zd/^dͲĂĐŽŵƉĞƚŝƚŝŽŶĨŽƌĂůůĂŐĞŐƌŽƵƉƐĨƌŽŵϳƚŽϭϳ͕ŝŶǁŚŝĐŚƉĂƌƚŝĐŝƉĂŶƚƐǁŝůůƐƵďŵŝƚĂƉŝĞĐĞŽĨĂƌƚŶŽůĂƌŐĞƌƚŚĂŶϮŝŶƐŝǌĞ
and is based upon the theme of “Through My Eyes”. Group entries will be permitted.
ŽŶƚĂĐƚ–ĚƌŝĂŶ,ĂƌƌŝƐŽŶ;ϬϭϯϮϳϯϱϭϱϰϳŽƌĂĚƌŝĂŶŚĂƌƌŝƐŽŶΛƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌͲƌŽƚĂƌǇ͘ŽƌŐ͘ƵŬͿ

➢

zKhE'Es/ZKEDEd>/^dͲĂĐŽŵƉĞƚŝƚŝŽŶĨŽƌĂůůĂŐĞŐƌŽƵƉƐĨƌŽŵϳƚŽϭϳ͕ŝŶǁŚŝĐŚĞŶƚƌĂŶƚƐǁŝůůĚĞǀŝƐĞĂŶĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂůůǇĨƌŝĞŶĚůǇ
ƉƌŽũĞĐƚŝŶŽƌĚĞƌƚŽŵŝŶŝŵŝƐĞǁĂƐƚĞ͘'ƌŽƵƉƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐǁŝůůďĞƉĞƌŵŝƚƚĞĚ;ĂŐĞĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶƚͿ͘
ŽŶƚĂĐƚͲ^ƚĞƉŚ:ŽŶĞƐ;ϬϳϵϭϮϴϲϮϬϴϮŽƌƐƚĞƉŚũŽŶĞƐΛƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌͲƌŽƚĂƌǇ͘ŽƌŐ͘ƵŬͿ

➢

zKhE'&/>DD<ZͲĂĐŽŵƉĞƚŝƚŝŽŶĨŽƌĂůůĂŐĞŐƌŽƵƉƐĨƌŽŵϳƚŽϭϳ͕ǁŚŝĐŚĐŽŶƐŝƐƚƐŽĨĐƌĞĂƚŝŶŐĂĨŝůŵůĂƐƚŝŶŐƵƉƚŽĨŝǀĞŵŝŶƵƚĞƐďĂƐĞĚ
upon the theme of “Through My Eyes”. Recordings filmed on a mobile phone will be accepted. 
ŽŶƚĂĐƚͲ>ĞĞDƵŵďǇ;ϬϳϯϬϱϯϲϯϮϭϴŽƌůĞĞŵƵŵďǇΛƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌͲƌŽƚĂƌǇ͘ŽƌŐ͘ƵŬͿ

➢

zKhE'Dh^//EͲĂĐŽŵƉĞƚŝƚŝŽŶĨŽƌĂůůĂŐĞŐƌŽƵƉƐĨƌŽŵϱƚŽϭϳ͘sŽĐĂůĂŶĚŝŶƐƚƌƵŵĞŶƚĂůƐŽůŽŝƐƚƐǁĞůĐŽŵĞĚ͕ŝŶĂĚĚŝƚŝŽŶƚŽĞŶƐĞŵďůĞƐ
;ϮͲϱƉĞŽƉůĞͿ͕ŝŶƐƚƌƵŵĞŶƚĂůŐƌŽƵƉƐĂŶĚĐŚŽŝƌƐ͘
ŽŶƚĂĐƚͲĂǀŝĚZĞĞĚ;ϬϭϯϮϳϯϱϮϰϭϰŽƌĚƌĞĞĚƐĨŵΛƐŬǇ͘ĐŽŵͿŽƌŽŝŶDĂƌƚǇŶ;ϬϭϯϮϳϯϱϰϱϳϭͿ

➢

zKhE'W,KdK'ZW,ZͲĂĐŽŵƉĞƚŝƚŝŽŶĨŽƌĂůůĂŐĞŐƌŽƵƉƐĨƌŽŵϳƚŽϭϳ͕ǁŚŝĐŚĐŽŶƐŝƐƚƐŽĨĞŶƚĞƌŝŶŐƚŚƌĞĞƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚƐďĂƐĞĚƵƉŽŶƚŚĞ
theme of “Through My Eyes”.
ŽŶƚĂĐƚ–ĚƌŝĂŶ,ĂƌƌŝƐŽŶ;ϬϭϯϮϳϯϱϭϱϰϳŽƌĂĚƌŝĂŶŚĂƌƌŝƐŽŶΛƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌͲƌŽƚĂƌǇ͘ŽƌŐ͘ƵŬͿ

➢

zKhE'tZ/dZͲĂĐŽŵƉĞƚŝƚŝŽŶĨŽƌĂůůĂŐĞŐƌŽƵƉƐĨƌŽŵϳƚŽϭϳ͕ŝŶǁŚŝĐŚĞŶƚƌĂŶƚƐǁƌŝƚĞĂƉƌŽƐĞŽƌƐƚŽƌǇŽĨƵƉƚŽϱϬϬǁŽƌĚƐďĂƐĞĚƵƉŽŶ
the theme of “Through My Eyes”.
ŽŶƚĂĐƚ–:ŽŚŶǀĞƐ;ϬϭϯϮϳϴϱϳϯϱϬŽƌũŽŚŶ͘ĞǀĞƐΛƚĂůŬϮϭ͘ĐŽŵͿ

&ƵƌƚŚĞƌŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶĐĂŶďĞĂĐĐĞƐƐĞĚĂƚǁǁǁ͘ƌŽƚĂƌǇϭϬϳϬ͘ŽƌŐͬǇŽƵƚŚKZǁǁǁ͘ƌŽƚĂƌǇŐďŝ͘ŽƌŐͬǁŚĂƚͲƚŽͲĚŽͬǇŽƵƚŚĐŽŵƉĞƚŝƚŝŽŶƐͬ
WůĞĂƐĞĐŽŶƚĂĐƚƚŚĞůŽĐĂůĐŽŵƉĞƚŝƚŝŽŶŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĞƌĨŽƌƐƉĞĐŝĨŝĐŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐƐƵďŵŝƐƐŝŽŶĚĂƚĞƐ͘



dŚĞZŽƚĂƌǇůƵďŽĨdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌƉƌĞƐĞŶƚƐ

“A Charity Evening featuring the tasting of wine and cheese from around the world”
&ĞĂƚƵƌŝŶŐĂďƵĨĨĞƚ͕ƌĂĨĨůĞĂŶĚtŝŶĞYƵŝǌ

ϳ͗ϬϬƉŵ͕^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ͕ϮϯƌĚEŽǀĞŵďĞƌĂƚ'ƌĞĞŶƐEŽƌƚŽŶŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇĞŶƚƌĞ͕EEϭϮϴ>
dŝĐŬĞƚƐ͗άϭϱƉĞƌĂĚƵůƚĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞĨƌŽŵŽůĞŵĂŶƐ^ƚĂƚŝŽŶĞƌƐ͕tĂƚůŝŶŐ^ƚƌĞĞƚdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ
Žƌ:ŽŚŶ^ŝĚǁŝĐŬ–ϬϭϯϮϳϯϱϮϴϱϭ–ũŽŚŶƐŝĚǁŝĐŬΛƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌͲƌŽƚĂƌǇ͘ŽƌŐ͘ƵŬ
ZĂĨĨůĞǁŝƚŚƉƌŽĐĞĞĚƐƚŽZŽƚĂƌǇŚĂƌŝƚŝĞƐ
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TOWCESTER EVENING WI GARDEN CLUB
The Garden Club was delighted to receive the gift
of some fine containers given by a generous
Towcester resident. After discussion, we decided
to plant up the pots and donate them to local
community projects.
Bedding plants and compost were bought with
funds from our recent generous donation from
Persimmon Homes and we took these, along with
the pots, to Nicholas Hawksmoor Primary School.
Here, we met up with members of the school’s
Allotment Club, who made an excellent job of
planting up the containers.
Two of these are now outside the Renew 169 Café
and the others are at the Chantry House. As both
these venues are in the town centre, the pots are
an addition to the already lovely floral displays put
up by the Town Council and by local traders.

Members of TEWI Gardening Team and children from Nicholas Hawksmoor Primary School

We hope Towcester residents enjoy all our
flowering containers in and around the town. We do
appreciate all the nice comments we receive.

Our members recently completed their
planting of the Remembrance Garden in
St Lawrence Churchyard which they
first embarked on in 2018 for the
Towcester Community Poppy Project.
Ashley Warren of Bell Plantation
managed to source a beautiful red
Clematis to complete the work and we
thank him for this and all the other
plants he kindly supplied for the project.
With the help of a WI husband, trellis
was affixed to the wall and it is hoped
that the clematis will be happy there and
give us many flowers in the years to
come
Now our work is done we are happy to
leave the maintenance of this garden in
the willing hands of the Church
community.
To find details of Towcester Evening WI
then please check out our Facebook page:

St Lawrence Remembrance Garden

https://www.facebook.com/TowcesterEveningWI1971
Margaret Knowlton
On behalf of TEWI Gardening Club
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1st Towcester Brownies
Celebrating 65 Years

This year 1st Towcester Brownies will be
celebrating their 65th year as a unit.
We are inviting any present or past members to
join us to celebrate.

Anniversary Tea Party
12 noon to 2 pm
Sunday 8 December 2019
Our first official pack meeting took place on the
6th December 1954 and the unit has been
running successfully ever since due to all the
fantastic volunteers who have supported the
unit. We are always looking for volunteers to
support our activities and offer flexible
solutions to suit any amount of time you have to
spare.
For
more
information
please
visit
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/getinvolved/become-a-volunteer/register-yourinterest/
For any enquiries about the party or to register
for the guest list please contact the Brownie
Unit –
Brownieparty65@gmail.com

Volunteer Drivers needed

Towcester Area Door to Door is a long-established local
charity operating a door to door community transport service for
people in our parish and across the South Northants area. The
service enables the elderly and disabled to attend medically
related appointments and services, is affordable and helps retain
independence in the absence of suitable public transport and
avoid reliance on family, friends and neighbours.
This year, TADD have been actively appealing for more volunteer drivers and, whilst this
has met with some success, more are still needed to enable them to meet demand and to
enable them to extend the service to more users.
There are many people who rely on TADD in our parish, so if you have a little spare time
and are a driver please consider volunteering to help your neighbours. You never know
when you might need to use the service yourself!
Drivers need to have access to a car, be available on a fairly regular basis complete a
DBS check. Mileage is reimbursed at the HMRC rate, insurance premiums are not
affected, and journeys are allocated weekly by mutual agreement.
To learn more about volunteering for TADD visit www.towcesterareadoor2door.com or
email volunteer@towcesterareadoor2door.co.uk
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Your invitation to find out more about The Tove Valley Centre Project
Earlier in the year, plans for the Tove Valley Centre (TVC) were revised and submitted to South Northants Council for approval.
We are delighted to be able to announce that planning permission has now been granted and that we are forging ahead with
the next stages of the Project, which includes providing opportunities for the public to find out more about the Tove Valley
Centre.

We would like to invite you to a free Tove Valley Centre Information Event on Saturday 26th October at
the Towcester Library (The Forum, Moat Lane, Towcester, NN12 6AD) between 10am and 3pm.
Refreshments will be served and there will be fun activities for the children. You will have the opportunity to find out more about
the TVC by checking out our 3D model and building plans that will be on display and by speaking with members of the Project
Team.
The TVC will be built on Northampton Road, Towcester, between the newest SNC car park and the Shires development. It will
be a community facility available for hire by individuals, families, community groups and organisations, as well as the home of
Tove Valley Baptist Fellowship. More details about the TVC can be found on our website www.tovevalleycentre.co.uk. On the
“TVBF” page you will find information about what we are already doing within the community and our work with children,
families and young people. We expect to be able to deliver many of these services more effectively and to develop new groups
once we have a base from which to operate.
If you are a local business owner, you may like to partner with us in this important community project. You can do so by donating
items that we need to fit out the building or by making a financial contribution. Please email fundraising@tovevalleycentre.co.uk
for more details and for information about what we can offer you in return.

23

Churches Together in Towcester
Hopefully, many of you will
have returned from your
holidays - otherwise very few
will be reading this! A holiday
is important or, to be more
exact, a 'holy day'. Many of us
are busy with work and family
so we may have to satisfy
ourselves with a holy hour or a
holy minute.
These do not have to involve
going away. In fact, they
involve doing exactly what we
always do but in such a way
that we see it from a different
angle. For example, a regular
walk could now include
looking at a bed of flowers
which we usually just pass.
There is beauty all around us
and we do not always notice it.
We often take our family and friends for granted. I enjoy visiting
art galleries. Often there is someone on duty sitting there to protect
the artwork. The irony is that he or she is more beautiful than the
art being guarded. That person has been created by God in his
image and likeness. He or she is truly wonderful. We can so easily
miss the beauty of those we see every day.
Our holy hour or holy minute can allow us to notice all the miracles
around us. If we have one hundred glasses of water and one of
them turns into wine, we would call it a miracle. What about the
other ninety-nine glasses of water? For many people in parts of
the world where water is in short supply these too would be
regarded as miracles. Thus, even a puddle is a miracle. We adults
can overlook this - unlike a toddler who takes delight in jumping in
one and making a splash. For the toddler the smallest thing is a
wonderful adventure. Our holy hour or holy minute can also be
one.

St Lawrence Church, Towcester
Services and Events October and November 2019

Tue 1st Oct

11.15 am

Mothers’ Union in the Chantry House

Sat 5th Oct

6.00 pm

Harvest Holy Communion Service at St
Mary, Easton Neston

Sun 6th Oct

9.30 am

Harvest Family Service with TowCEPS
Foundation Stage

Mon 7th Oct

9.30 am

Little Sprouts

Sun 13th Oct

9.30 am

Harvest Parish Communion Service
with Uniformed Organisations

Mon 14th Oct

9.30 am

Little Sprouts

Sun 13th Oct

3.00 pm

Baby Loss Service

17th

Oct

7.30 pm

Luke Healing Service at Towcester

Sun 20th Oct

9.30 am

All Age Communion Service

Mon 21st Oct

9.30 am

Little Sprouts

27th

Oct

9.30 am

Holy Communion Service

Thu 31st Oct

7.30 pm

All Souls Service

Sat 2nd Nov

6.00 pm

All Saints Holy Communion at St Mary,
Easton Neston

Sun 3rd Nov

9.30 am

Family Service with Little Sprouts

Mon 4th Nov

9.30 am

Little Sprouts

10th

10.50 am

Remembrance Service

Mon 11th Nov

9.30 am

Little Sprouts

Sun 17th Nov

9.30 am

All Age Communion Service with
TowCEPS Year 5

Mon 18 Nov

9.30 am

Little Sprouts

Sun 24th Nov

9.30 am

Holy Communion Service

24th

Nov

6.00 pm

Benefice Advent Carol Service

Mon 25th Nov

9.30 am

Little Sprouts

Thu

Sun

Sun

Sun

Father Brendan Killeen
St. Thomas More Catholic Church

25

Nov

Towcester Writers’ Group

tĞĂƌĞĂƐŵĂůů͕ĨƌŝĞŶĚůǇŐƌŽƵƉŽĨĂƐƉŝƌŝŶŐǁƌŝƚĞƌƐ͘KƵƌĂďŝůŝƚŝĞƐĂƌĞǀĞƌǇŵŝǆĞĚ͕ĂŶĚǁĞŽĨĨĞƌĂǁĂƌŵǁĞůĐŽŵĞƚŽŶĞǁĐŽŵĞƌƐ͘zŽƵ
ĐĂŶĨŽůůŽǁƵƐŽŶůŝŶĞĂƚ͗ǁǁǁ͘ĨĂĐĞďŽŽŬ͘ĐŽŵͬdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌtƌŝƚĞƌƐKƵƌŝŶĨŽƌŵĂůŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƐĂƌĞŚĞůĚŝŶdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌůŝďƌĂƌǇĂƚƚŚĞ&ŽƌƵŵ
ŽŶƚŚĞƚŚŝƌĚtĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇŽĨĞĂĐŚŵŽŶƚŚĨƌŽŵϳ͘ϯϬƚŽϵ͘ϯϬƉŵ͘WůĞĂƐĞĐŽŵĞĂŶĚũŽŝŶƵƐ͘tĞůŽŽŬĨŽƌǁĂƌĚƚŽŵĞĞƚŝŶŐǇŽƵ͘,ĞƌĞĂƌĞ
ƚŚƌĞĞƉŝĞĐĞƐďǇŽƵƌŵĞŵďĞƌƐ͘



OLD HAT©
by Mike Gascoigne
dŚĞƐƵŶǁĂƐĐůŽƐĞƚŽďƵƌŶŝŶŐĂǁĂǇƚŚĞůĂƐƚǀĞƐƚŝŐĞŽĨƚŚŝŶ
ĐůŽƵĚ ĂŶĚ͕ ƌĂƚŚĞƌ ƚŚĂŶ ŐŽŝŶŐ ƐƚƌĂŝŐŚƚ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ĐĂĨĞ ĂŶĚ
ǁĂŝƚŝŶŐ͕/ĚĞĐŝĚĞĚƚŽƐƚƌŽůůƚŚƌŽƵŐŚƚŚĞŽŽŬƐŽŶ'ĂƌĚĞŶƐ͕
ĚŽǁŶďĞƐŝĚĞƚŚĞƌŝǀĞƌ͘/ƚǁĂƐƵŶƵƐƵĂůĨŽƌŵĞƚŽŚĂǀĞƚŝŵĞ
ŽŶŵǇŚĂŶĚƐ͘/ŶƚŚĞƐŚĂĚŽǁŽĨǁŝůůŽǁƐ͕ƚŚĞƐůŽǁǁĂƚĞƌƐƐůŝĚ
ďǇ͕ĂƋƵŝĞƚďƌĂŝĚŽĨŽĐŚƌĞŐƌĞĞŶ͕ĨůŝĐŬĞƌĞĚǁŝƚŚƌĞĨůĞĐƚŝŽŶƐ͘
dŚĞ ďĂĐŬŐƌŽƵŶĚ ŚƵŵ ŽĨ ƚƌĂĨĨŝĐ ĨĂĚĞĚ ĂƐ / ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĞĚ ƚŚĞ
ƵŶŝƋƵĞĐŝƌĐƵŵƐƚĂŶĐĞƐƚŚĂƚďƌŽƵŐŚƚŵĞƚŽƚŚŝƐƉůĂĐĞ͕ĂƚƚŚŝƐ
ƉĂƌƚŝĐƵůĂƌŵŽŵĞŶƚŝŶƚŝŵĞ͘
ůŽƐĞďǇ͕/ŶŽƚŝĐĞĚĂŶĞůĚĞƌůǇůĂĚǇƐĞĂƚĞĚďĞƚǁĞĞŶƚǁŽƚƌĞĞƐ
in the first bright burst of that morning’s sunlight. Did she
ĞǀĞƌƐƚŽƉƚŽǁŽŶĚĞƌǁŚĂƚďƌŽƵŐŚƚŚĞƌƚŚĞƌĞ͍/ƚƐĞĞŵĞĚƚŽ
ŵĞ ƚŚĂƚ Ă ƚŚŽƵƐĂŶĚ ƚŝŵĞƐ Žƌ ŵŽƌĞ͕ ƐŚĞ ŚĂĚ ƉůĂĐĞĚ ƚŚĂƚ
ƚƵƌďĂŶůŝŬĞŚĂƚŽŶŚĞƌŚĞĂĚ͘dŚĞƌĞŝƚǁŽƵůĚƌĞŵĂŝŶ͕ƐƚŽŝĐĂůůǇ
ƉĞƌĐŚĞĚ͕ƌĞŐĂƌĚůĞƐƐŽĨƚŚĞŝŶĐƌĞĂƐŝŶŐŚĞĂƚŽĨƚŚĞĚĂǇ͖ŽŶůǇ
ƚŽ ďĞ ƌĞŵŽǀĞĚ ǁŚĞŶ ƐŚĞ ƌĞƚƵƌŶĞĚ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ƐĂĨĞƚǇ ŽĨ ŚĞƌ
ŚŽŵĞ͘ŝĚƚŚĂƚŚĂƚƐǇŵďŽůŝǌĞĨŽƌŚĞƌƚŚĞƉŽŝŶƚĂƚǁŚŝĐŚůŝĨĞ
ĐŽƵůĚ ŶŽ ŵŽƌĞ ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ ƚŚĞ ĐŚĂŶĐĞ ŽĨ ĐŚĂŶŐĞ͍ tĂƐ ƐŚĞ
ƚƌĂƉƉĞĚŝŶƚŚĞǁĂƌŵƐĂĨĞƚǇŽĨƌŽƵƚŝŶĞ͍ŶĚĂƚǁŚĂƚƉŽŝŶƚ
ŝŶ ŚĞƌ ůŝĨĞ ŚĂĚ ƐŚĞ ĨĞůƚ ƚŚĂƚ ƚŚĞ ĐŚĂŶĐĞ ŽĨ ŶĞǁ ůŽǀĞ ŚĂĚ
ĨŽƌĞǀĞƌƐůŝƉƉĞĚĂǁĂǇ͍

/ůŽŽŬĞĚĚŽǁŶĂƚŵǇƐŚĂĚŽǁ͕ƐƚƌĞŶŐƚŚĞŶŝŶŐĂƐƚŚĞƐƵŶƚŽŽŬŚŽůĚŽĨƚŚĞŵŽƌŶŝŶŐ͘tĂ
/ůŽŽŬĞĚĚŽǁŶĂƚŵǇƐŚĂĚŽǁ͕ƐƚƌĞŶŐƚŚĞŶŝŶŐĂƐƚŚĞƐƵŶƚŽŽŬŚŽůĚŽĨƚŚĞŵŽƌŶŝŶŐ͘tĂƐ/ƚŚĞƌĞďĞĐĂƵƐĞŽĨŵĞ͖ŽƌďĞĐĂƵƐĞŽĨǁŚĂƚ
ŚĂĚŚĂƉƉĞŶĞĚƚŽŵĞ͍
ŚĂĚŚĂƉƉĞŶĞĚƚŽŵĞ͍
>ŝĨĞŽŶůǇŚĂƐŽŶĞŚĂŶĚƚŽƉůĂǇ͕ĂŶĚŵƵĐŚĂƐ/ŐĂŝŶĞĚĂůĂǌǇĐŽŵĨŽƌƚĨƌŽŵĂƉĂƚŚŽĨƐŝŵƉůĞƐĂƚŝƐĨĂĐƚŝŽŶ͕ƐŽŵĞŽŶĞŶŽǁǁĂƐŵĂŬŝŶ
>ŝĨĞŽŶůǇŚĂƐŽŶĞŚĂŶĚƚŽƉůĂǇ͕ĂŶĚŵƵĐŚĂƐ/ŐĂŝŶĞĚĂůĂǌǇĐŽŵĨŽƌƚĨƌŽŵĂƉĂƚŚŽĨƐŝŵƉůĞƐĂƚŝƐĨĂĐƚŝŽŶ͕ƐŽŵĞŽŶĞŶŽǁǁĂƐŵĂŬŝŶŐ
ŵǇŚĞĂƌƚďĞĂƚƐƚƌŽŶŐĂŐĂŝŶƐƚŵǇƌŝďƐ͘,ĂĚĐŚĂŶĐĞƚŚƌŽǁŶĂůŝĨĞůŝŶĞŽƌĂďŽŵď͍WĂƌƚŽĨĚĞƐŝƌĞŝƐƚŚĞĚĂƌŝŶŐƐƚĞƉƐǇŽƵŚĂǀĞƚŽƚĂŬĞƚŽ
ƌĞĂĐŚƚŚĂƚƉŽŝŶƚŽĨŶŽƌĞƚƵƌŶ͘ĞƐŝƌĞĐĂŶďůŝŶĚǇŽƵƚŽĐŽŶƐĞƋƵĞŶĐĞƐ͕ďƵƚďĞƚƚĞƌƚĂŬĞƚŚĂƚƌŝƐŬƚŚĂŶŵĞĞŬůǇĨĂŝůǇŽƵƌŚĞĂƌƚ͘d
ƌĞĂĐŚƚŚĂƚƉŽŝŶƚŽĨŶŽƌĞƚƵƌŶ͘ĞƐŝƌĞĐĂŶďůŝŶĚǇŽƵƚŽĐŽŶƐĞƋƵĞŶĐĞƐ͕ďƵƚďĞƚƚĞƌƚĂŬĞƚŚĂƚƌŝƐŬƚŚĂŶŵĞĞŬůǇĨĂŝůǇŽƵƌŚĞĂƌƚ͘dŚĂƚŽůĚ
ŚĂƚǁĂƐŶŽǁĨƌŽǌĞŶŝŶƚŝŵĞ͘/ǁĂƐŶŽƚǇĞƚƚŚĞƌĞ͘
ŚĂƚǁĂƐŶŽǁĨƌŽǌĞŶŝŶƚŝŵĞ͘/ǁĂƐŶŽƚǇĞƚƚŚĞƌĞ͘
ͲŽKŽͲ
ͲŽKŽͲ

DUST©

By Bridget Arreger

Previously published by AudioArcadia.com
Dr Elizabeth Rictus sat stooped over her desk like a desiccated praying mantis, elongated legs entwined under the bespoke
orthopaedic swivelling office chair, elegant long fingers stretched over the keyboard. Her long-painted nails would have made typing
difficult, but they were needed only to hit a few strategic keys before activating the voice recognition software.
Dr Rictus tapped in her initials, selected today’s favoured username from a list of anagrams and watched two more dots add
themselves to the row representing her hidden password. She waited the briefest of moments as the website calculated her matches.
She had one thousand matches available. Some, unknown to the website, were no longer viable. Her profile stated that she was an
historian. Why would she lie? It wouldn’t appeal to all men, but she didn’t want all men. She was taller than average, fit, active and
very comfortable. She made sure that her photographs showed her luxurious home to its best advantage. There would be men who
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would wish to marry her for the house alone. She did not hide the
fact that the building was in a remote part of the Fells where mobile
phones did not work.
She selected a few likely matches as favourites. Waited to see who
responded. Dusted the house while she waited. Needed to dust.
While the builders had been busy, she had developed a most
irritating allergy to dust.
Three responses. A good number. She chose one and tapped on
‘send an email’. Relaxed, swivelled and dictated. She told him a good
deal about herself: her failed marriage, disabled son, daughter in
Australia, house rules for the singles parties she organised. She
could let the words flow. At the end of two crammed pages she
stopped to allow him to catch up. There would be a few voicerecognition errors but if he was as intelligent as his profile suggested,
he would be able to work out the intended meanings. The more
intelligent the better, she had found. Not streetwise. Or suspicious.
He responded in kind: his expensive divorce, his craving for adventure, his dream of moving to the countryside. He could touch type,
he told her, with his eyes shut. An unusual and delicious image. She sent him more photos. He responded with details of his city flat.
Before long, he requested that they meet, had found it surreal to correspond so fully without really knowing each other. They arranged
a date in a convenient pub half-way between their respective homes. Better for you, he said, to be cautious. She did not contradict.
She allowed a suitable time to elapse after the appointed time, phoned in a message to the bartender that she was running late and
would the single man wearing a dark blue overcoat with white carnation please either wait or make his way to her house.
She had good feelings about this one. She folded a duster on her desk, swivelled gently and waited.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

PRESSURE©

by Geoffrey Iley
This room is so hot. The heat is getting to me, even though I had a cold shower before they brought me here. I’m
sweating like a pig already and they must surely see just how terrified I am. But I mustn’t show fear, not now, not
tomorrow or the day after that. It feels as though this torment has been going on for ever. I don’t think I can take much
more. It’s relentless; the late nights, the early mornings, the fierce interrogations. If it goes on much longer, I will go
mad. And HE is always there, probing, asking question after question. But it’s no use trying to placate him. The answers
always disgust him; he pours scorn on everything.
It’s quite obvious that sleep deprivation is all part of the technique too. Waking exhausted while it’s still dark, then forced
to carry out impossible tasks, while his lieutenants ridicule every effort. The pair of them are so sarcastic too, making
everyone feel useless. Now it’s time to be put through the process again – making me think of that famous painting,
‘When did you last see your Father?’ Just like the wretched boy in the picture, my answers to HIS questions won’t be
acceptable either.
So many of my colleagues have disappeared; now there are only six of us left. Will it be another of them this time, or
am I the one to be condemned now? HE is totally relentless, stripping away every attempt to conceal weakness. I just
said something in desperation, trying my hardest to placate him. I thought that it was a good effort but it’s no use. He
talks to his two assistants, then curls his lip in contempt and shakes his head as he looks down at the long-polished
table. At last he raises his chin, looks to left and right, then turns his withering gaze on me. He lifts his hand and points
an accusing finger. Finally, he spits out the words I’ve been dreading to hear:

‘You’re fired!’
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The leaders of the Hub Church Plant are delighted to announce that we will be commencing weekly meetings as of the 6th October
2019 at 10.45am each Sunday.
The Hub Church Plant at Towcester is a diverse community of people of different ages and walks of life. We are all united by a vision
of a bible based, Spirit filled church. We are part of the worldwide network of New Frontiers churches with accountability to the Catalyst
regional sphere. For the past two years we have been meeting together as a group of Christians, determined to build a
family/friendship centred group. Having fun in worship and the word, where there is honesty and reality in our core values (all of which
are on our website.)

We see that Towcester is a hub for its surrounding villages. We want to see the Kingdom of God reaching out from this hub and into
the surrounding area. Jesus is the centre of the hub and it is his power and his love that brings healing, restoration and life in
abundance.
Each week, we have a time of praise and worship followed by teaching from the word of God. Children are most welcome and we
provide a programme for them most weeks, as well as for young people. On the first Sunday of each month, we have a bring and
share, cold buffet lunch after the service which encourages a feel of family and friendship. At other times we look forward to tea and
coffee afterwards which allows plenty of time to chat and get to know each other.
We run a number of mid-week small groups that meet with each other for praise, worship and prayer. These are an excellent
opportunity to get to know people and encourage each other along the way.
Our aim is to love God and the people in Towcester and the surrounding villages, encouraging one another and building faith and
fellowship, working alongside local people for local people.

So whether you are a Christian not attending a local church or someone who wants to ask questions about Christianity, then maybe
we are the place for you.
To find out more look at our website: www.towesterhub.org.uk or come for a visit or two. You will be most welcome.

Find us on Sunday mornings at 10.45 am at the Sawpits Centre, Richmond Road, Towcester, NN12 6EX. Parking is at the market
car park behind Waitrose or just past the Sawpits Centre behind Sponne Walk.
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…. Time
TowcesterStudio
Studio
Band
SayGoodbye!
Goodbye!
Towcester
Band
………..
Time to
to Say


/ƚŚĂƐďĞĞŶĂŶŽƚŚĞƌďƵƐǇĂŶĚƌĞǁĂƌĚŝŶŐƐƵŵŵĞƌĨŽƌƚŚĞƉůĂǇĞƌƐĂŶĚƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĞƌƐ
ŽĨ dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ ^ƚƵĚŝŽ ĂŶĚ͘ Ɛ ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ƉƌĞǀŝŽƵƐ dŽǁŶ ƌŝĞƌ͕ ĂůƐŽ Ă
ƐŝŐŶŝĨŝĐĂŶƚƉĞƌŝŽĚŽĨĐŚĂŶŐĞĨŽƌƚŚĞĂŶĚĂƐǁĞŚĂĚƚŽƐĂǇŐŽŽĚďǇĞƚŽDƵƐŝĐĂů
ŝƌĞĐƚŽƌ EĞŝů ƌŽǁŶůĞƐƐ͕ ďƵƚ ǁĞůĐŽŵĞ ďĂĐŬ ĂŶ ŽůĚ ĨƌŝĞŶĚ ŝŶ WĞƚĞƌ tĂŝŶ͕ ǁŚŽ
ƌĞƉůĂĐĞƐEĞŝůĂƐD͘
KƵƌĐŽŶĐĞƌƚŽŶϭϰƚŚ^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌǁĂƐĂĐĞůĞďƌĂƚŝŽŶŽĨďŽƚŚƚŚĞŝƌƚĂůĞŶƚƐǁŝƚŚEĞŝů
ĐŽŶĚƵĐƚŝŶŐƚŚĞĨŝƌƐƚŚĂůĨŽĨƚŚĞƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞĂŶĚƚŚĞŶŚĂŶĚŝŶŐŽǀĞƌƚŚĞďĂƚŽŶƚŽ
WĞƚĞƌ ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞ ƐĞĐŽŶĚ ŚĂůĨ ĂŶĚ ĨŝŶĂůĞ͊ /ƚ ǁĂƐ Ă ďƌŝůůŝĂŶƚ ĞǀĞŶƚ ĞŶũŽǇĞĚ ďǇ ŽƵƌ
ǁŽŶĚĞƌĨƵůĂƌŵǇŽĨĨĂŵŝůǇ͕ĨƌŝĞŶĚƐĂŶĚůŽǇĂůƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĞƌƐ͘
The Band’s summer programme started on 11ƚŚDĂǇ͕ǁŚĞŶƚŚĞd^ĐŽŵƉĞƚĞĚŝŶ
ĂŶĞŶƚĞƌƚĂŝŶŵĞŶƚĐŽŶƚĞƐƚŶĞĂƌ>ƵƚƚĞƌǁŽƌƚŚ͘dŚĞĞǀĞŶƚŝƐĐĂůůĞĚƌĂƐƐŽŶƚŚĞ'ƌĂƐƐ
ĂŶĚĞĂĐŚĐŽŵƉĞƚŝŶŐĂŶĚƉĞƌĨŽƌŵƐĂϮϬͲŵŝŶƵƚĞƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞŽĨƚŚĞŝƌĐŚŽŽƐŝŶŐ͘
It’s a coŵƉĞƚŝƚŝŽŶ ƚŚĂƚ ǁĞ ŚĂǀĞ ǁŽŶ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ƉĂƐƚ͕ ďƵƚ ƚŚŝƐ ǇĞĂƌ ǁĞ ĐĂŵĞ Ă
ƌĞƐƉĞĐƚĂďůĞĨŽƵƌƚŚƉůĂĐĞ͘
/Ŷ:ƵŶĞ͕ƚŚĞĂŶĚĂůǁĂǇƐůŽŽŬƐĨŽƌǁĂƌĚƚŽĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚŝŶŐƚŽƚŚĞDŝĚƐƵŵŵĞƌDƵƐŝĐ
&ĞƐƚŝǀĂů͘tĞŽƉĞŶĞĚƉƌŽĐĞĞĚŝŶŐƐŽŶ^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇŶŝŐŚƚǁŝƚŚĂƐŚŽƌƚƐĞƐƐŝŽŶŽŶƚŚĞ
DĂƌŬĞƚ^ƋƵĂƌĞ͕ĨŽůůŽǁĞĚďǇϵϬŵŝŶƵƚĞƐŽĨĞĂƐǇͲůŝƐƚĞŶŝŶŐŵƵƐŝĐ͕ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĞĚŝŶdŚĞ
DŝůůƌĞǁĞƌǇďĞĞƌŐĂƌĚĞŶ͘ĨĂŶƚĂƐƚŝĐǀĞŶƵĞĨŽƌĂƌĂƐƐĂŶĚ͊
dŚĞĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐǁĞĞŬ͕d^ƉůĂǇĞĚĂƚĂŶĞǁĞǀĞŶƚĨŽƌƵƐ͕ƚŚĞdŝĨĨŝĞůĚsŝůůĂŐĞ&ĞƚĞ͘dŚĞ
ŽĐĐĂƐŝŽŶ ĐĞůĞďƌĂƚĞĚ ϰϬ ǇĞĂƌƐ ƐŝŶĐĞ ƚŚĞ ƌĞĐƌĞĂƚŝŽŶ ŐƌŽƵŶĚ ǁĂƐ ŽƉĞŶĞĚ ĂŶĚ
ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞĚŵĂŶǇĚŝĨĨĞƌĞŶƚĂƚƚƌĂĐƚŝŽŶƐ͘
DŽǀŝŶŐŝŶƚŽ:ƵůǇ͕ƚŚĞĂŶĚǁĂƐŽŶĞŽĨƐŝǆďƌĂƐƐďĂŶĚƐǁŚŽƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĞĚƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ
^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇϲƚŚ:ƵůǇĂƚĂƌŶǁĞůůŽƵŶƚƌǇWĂƌŬ͕ŶĞĂƌKƵŶĚůĞ͘/ƚŝƐĂƚĞƌƌŝĨŝĐůŽĐĂƚŝŽŶ͕
and this was TSB’s secŽŶĚǀŝƐŝƚ͘ůůƐŝǆďĂŶĚƐƉůĂǇĞĚĂϰϱͲŵŝŶƵƚĞƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞŽĨ
ƚŚĞŝƌŽǁŶĐŚŽŽƐŝŶŐ͕ǁŝƚŚŽŶĞĐŽŵŵŽŶƉŝĞĐĞƚŚĂƚǁĂƐĐŽŵƉŽƐĞĚĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇĨŽƌ
this year’s event. ‘Impressions of Barnwell’ was written by Paula Boulton and it
ǁĂƐĂƌĞĂůƉůĞĂƐƵƌĞƚŽŵĞĞƚǁŝƚŚŚĞƌĂŶĚƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĂƌĞĐŽƌĚŝŶŐŽĨƚŚĞƉŝĞĐĞůĂƚĞƌŝŶ
ƚŚĞŵŽŶƚŚ͘
^ƵŶĚĂǇϳƚŚ:ƵůǇƐĂǁƚŚĞĂŶĚƚƌĂǀĞůƚŽtĂƌĚŝŶŐƚŽŶ,ŽƵƐĞĨŽƌƚŚĞŝƌĂŶŶƵĂůŐĂƌĚĞŶ
ƉĂƌƚǇ͘dŚĞǁĞĂƚŚĞƌďĞŚĂǀĞĚĂŶĚĂŐŽŽĚƚŝŵĞǁĂƐŚĂĚďǇĂůů͘dŚĞĨŝŶĂůĞǀĞŶƚŝŶ:ƵůǇ
ǁĂƐĂŶŽƚŚĞƌƌĞŐƵůĂƌǀŝƐŝƚƚŽ>ĞŝŐŚƚŽŶƵǌǌĂƌĚďĂŶĚƐƚĂŶĚ͘dŚĞƐĞƚƚŝŶŐŝŶƚŚĞƉĂƌŬ
ŝƐ ŝĚǇůůŝĐ ǁŝƚŚ ŵĂƚƵƌĞ ƚƌĞĞƐ ƉƌŽǀŝĚŝŶŐ ŶĂƚƵƌĂů ĐŽǀĞƌ ŝŶ ďůƵƐƚĞƌǇ ĐŽŶĚŝƚŝŽŶ͘ /ƚ ŝƐ
ĂůǁĂǇƐĂƉůĞĂƐƵƌĞƚŽƉůĂǇƚŽĞŶƚŚƵƐŝĂƐƚŝĐĂƉƉƌĞĐŝĂƚŝǀĞĂƵĚŝĞŶĐĞƐ͘
Our summer season wouldn’t be complete without a visit to our spiritƵĂůŚŽŵĞŽĨ
^ƚ>ĂǁƌĞŶĐĞŚƵƌĐŚ͘KŶ^ƵŶĚĂǇϭϭƚŚƵŐƵƐƚ͕ƚŚĞĂŶĚƉůĂǇĞĚƚŚĞŚǇŵŶƐĨŽƌƚŚĞ
ĂŶŶƵĂů &ůŽǁĞƌ &ĞƐƚŝǀĂů͘ dŚĞ ĐŚƵƌĐŚ ǁĂƐ ďĞĂƵƚŝĨƵůůǇ ĚĞĐŽƌĂƚĞĚ ǁŝƚŚ ĨůŽǁĞƌ
ĂƌƌĂŶŐĞŵĞŶƚƐĨƌŽŵŵĂŶǇŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƚŝŽŶƐŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐd^͊
KƵƌĨŝŶĂůƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĂŶĐĞŝŶƵŐƵƐƚǁĂƐŝŶďŝŶŐƚŽŶWĂƌŬĂŶĚƐƚĂŶĚ͕EŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶ͘
dŚĞĂŶĚŚĂƐĞŶũŽǇĞĚƉůĂǇŝŶŐƚŚĞƌĞĨŽƌŵĂŶǇǇĞĂƌƐ͘dŚĞǁĞĂƚŚĞƌŐŽĚƐƐŚŽŶĞƚŚŝƐ
ǇĞĂƌ͕ ĂůƚŚŽƵŐŚ ǁĞ ŚĂĚ Ă ĨĞǁ ƚƌŝĐŬǇ ŵŽŵĞŶƚƐ ǁŚĞŶ ŵƵƐŝĐ ǁĂƐ ďůŽǁŶ ŽĨĨ ƚŚĞ
ƐƚĂŶĚƐ͊
KĐƚŽďĞƌ ǁŝůů ƐĞĞ ƚŚĞ ĂŶĚ ƚƌĂŶƐŝƚŝŽŶ ŝŶƚŽ ŝƚƐ ĐŽŵƉĞƚŝƚŝŽŶ ĂŶĚ ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ
ƌĞƉĞƌƚŽŝƌĞ͊KŶϳƚŚEŽǀĞŵďĞƌǁĞǁŝůůďĞƉĞƌĨŽƌŵŝŶŐĂƚdŚĞĞůůWůĂŶƚĂƚŝŽŶĨŽƌƚŚĞŝƌ
ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐůĂƵŶĐŚĞǀĞŶƚ͘>ĂƚĞƌŝŶƚŚĞŵŽŶƚŚ͕ǁĞƚƌĂǀĞůƚŽ>ŽƵŐŚďŽƌŽƵŐŚĨŽƌƚŚĞ
>ĞŝĐĞƐƚĞƌƌĂƐƐĂŶĚƐƐŽĐŝĂƚŝŽŶĐŽŶƚĞƐƚ͘
dŚĞůĞĂĚƵƉƚŽŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐŝƐĂůǁĂǇƐĂǀĞƌǇďƵƐǇƉĞƌŝŽĚĨŽƌd^ĂŶĚǇŽƵǁŝůůƐĞĞ
ƐŵĂůůŐƌŽƵƉƐƉůĂǇŝŶŐĂƚŶƵŵĞƌŽƵƐǀĞŶƵĞƐƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚƚŚĞƚŽǁŶ͘KŶtĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇ
ϭϴƚŚĞĐĞŵďĞƌ͕ǁĞƌĞƚƵƌŶƚŽ^ƚ>ĂǁƌĞŶĐĞŚƵƌĐŚĨŽƌƚŚĞĂŶŶƵĂůŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐĐŽŶĐĞƌƚ
ĨƌŽŵϳ͗ϯϬƉŵǁŝƚŚƚŝĐŬĞƚƐĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞŽŶƚŚĞĚŽŽƌ͘tĞŚŽƉĞƚŽƐĞĞǇŽƵƌƚŚĞƌĞ͘
d^ŝƐĐƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇƌĞĐƌƵŝƚŝŶŐŽƌŶĞƚΘĂƐƐƉůĂǇĞƌƐ͘/ĨǇŽƵĂƌĞŶĞǁƚŽƚŚĞĂƌĞĂŽƌ
ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌŝŶŐƌĞƚƵƌŶŝŶŐƚŽƌĂƐƐĂŶĚŝŶŐƉůĞĂƐĞĚŽŐĞƚŝŶƚŽƵĐŚ͕ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚĚĞƚĂŝůƐĐĂŶ
ďĞĨŽƵŶĚĂƚǁǁǁ͘ƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌƐƚƵĚŝŽďĂŶĚ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ
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AWARD WINNING TOWCESTER MILL BREWERY

Towcester Mill Brewery is delighted to announce that it has been crowned a SIBA Midlands
Independent Beer Award winner!
Saxon Shield took home the Bronze award in the Cask British Premium Bitter category at the SIBA
Independent Beer Awards in Peterborough in August.
SIBA (The Society of Independent Brewers) hosts a range of regional competitions, all of which then feed
into the national competition the following year. The awards are judged mostly by fellow brewers, industry
experts, local CAMRA members and beer journalists and therefore seen as the prestigious 'Brewers' Choice
Awards' by the industry. They judge a huge range of beers across a number of styles in separate casks, keg
and bottle/can competitions. There were 177 cask entries on the day across nine different categories.
Director, John Evans, said he was delighted the Brewery won the Bronze award. "This is the first time we
have won an award at the SIBA Regional Beer Awards so it's a really fantastic achievement. We are rightly
proud of the beer we produce here at Towcester Mill Brewery but to have this recognised independently from
a judging panel of experts from the brewing industry just proves that we really do brew award-winning beer.
A big thank you to all the team here at Towcester Mill, without whose time and effort just wouldn't make this
achievement possible. Here's to a gold or silver next year!"
Ian Fozard, SIBA Chairman, said, "Judges had a tough job separating the pack as the standard was extremely
high once again. The winners from the SIBA competition are officially the best independent craft beers in the
UK, something brewers should be extremely proud of."
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October Towcester Tidy Up
The Towcester Tidy Up, organised by Towcester Rotary Club, has been very successful of the years. In recent
years, we have come second and joint winners in a County-wide competition, run by the Campaign for the
Protection of Rural England, as “Litter picking Heroes”.
If you can help and want to join an award-winning team (Certificates on display in The Library) then please
put the following dates in your diary:

Saturday 19th and Sunday 20th of October 2019
Don’t keep it to yourself either, we want to share this good stuff with as many people as possible. Children
are welcome as long as they are supervised by a parent or guardian at all times.
The weekend will be split into four separate 2-hour (approx..) sessions, so that we can make the best use of
the equipment that we have available. Litter picker tools, handihoops, bags, gloves, high viz jackets and
specialist equipment will all be provided: you just need to dress for the weather.
Everyone who has previously helped did a great job and we all had a great deal of satisfaction in making a very visual difference to the town. For
a while at least, Towcester was a lot cleaner and those involved enjoyed it and we look forward to seeing them involved again. If more people come
forward, we can tackle even more areas of Towcester. If you, or an organisation of which you are a member, want to get involved in October, please
forward your details to me.
Longer Term Aims : I hope to expand Litter picking activities in Towcester beyond the large, community-wide twice a year “Tidy Up” events. These
would be more frequent, but on a smaller scale – perhaps targeting one area at a time which doesn’t get “picked” often. I am looking to establish
a team of volunteers who would help me in not only “Tidying” Towcester, but also work towards “keeping” Towcester Tidy. If you are interested in
discussing this with me then please get in touch.
Rotarian David Reed - dreedsfm@sky.com - 01327 352414 - 07970 597044

Towcester Royal British Legion : 2019 Poppy Appeal
We are in early preparations for this year’s Poppy Appeal. Last year was exceptional and we raised almost £28,000.
This was due in no small part to it being the 100th anniversary of the Armistice. This year the emphasis has been on
the 75th anniversary of D-Day, Monte Cassino and Imphal Kohima when the Japanese were pushed back from India,
even though it is the 80th anniversary of the start of WW2.
We are very grateful to all our Poppy-selling volunteers. What is especially nice is that almost all volunteers come back year after year
because they enjoy it so much. We will gladly take more volunteers, because the more we have then the more sessions we can cover.
The Poppy Appeal collects only about 40% of the money which is necessary to fund the RBL’s work, which runs to over £2Million every
week, so any money given is very gratefully received.
Next year the RBL will be celebrating the 75th anniversary of the end of WW2 as well as my birthday!
Meetings & Events
The Summer BBQ and fundraiser on 30th June, and the County Stand at Blakesley Show on 3rd August, were both well-attended and
supported financially.
The membership of our Branch is increasing and with the Affiliation of the Emergency Service Cadets (joint project run by the Police and
Fire Service), Army Cadets, Air Cadets and the 1st Towcester Scouts, and is looking very healthy at the moment.
We meet once a month on the second Tuesday of the month at the Sports & Social Club on Swinneyford Road for a 7.30pm start
and all are welcome, usually with a speaker talking about some aspect of the military or military history. You do not have to have served
in the Armed Services to become a member of the RBL. Some of the services provided by the RBL can only be offered to ex- or current
serving personnel or their dependants, but that stipulation does not apply to anyone wanting to become a member. So, pop along to our
next meeting and see for yourself: you’ll be made very welcome.
David Reed, Poppy Appeal Organiser - dreedsfm@sky.com - 07970 597044 - 01327 352414
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Friday

SNA Art Trail

11

8pm Table Tennis (CC)

3pm Brewery Tour (TM)

10-11:15 Viv’s Yoga (SC)

6-7 SMART Class (SC)

7:30 Art Society (SC)

6-7 SMART Class (SC)

7:30 Choral Society (SC)

7:30 Zumba (TH)

7:30 Yoga4All (CC)

7:30 Art Society (SC)

7:30 All Souls Service (SLC)

6:30 Jado Kuin Do (TH)

6-7 SMART Class (SC)

9-11:30 Toy Library (CC)

8:30-11:30 Country Market (SC)

2-3 Parkinson’s UK Exercise (SC)

9:30 Cha Char Chimps (SC)

HALF TERM

31

8pm Comedy Night (TM)

Saturday

Sunday

10:45 The Hub Church (SC)

9:30 Holy Communion Service
(SLC)

27

10:45 The Hub Church (SC)

9:30 All Age Communion (SLC)

TOWCESTER TIDY UP

20



31st January
31st March
31st May
31st August
31st October

March
May
July
October
December

January
24 March
24th May
24th August
24th October

24th

th

Editorial Deadline
Advertising Deadline

Issue

Towcester Town Crier Deadlines

The Gift Bazaar (TH)

26

TOWCESTER TIDY UP

19

3-4 Baby Loss Service (SLC)

10:45 The Hub Church (SC)

9:30 Harvest Parish
Communion (SLC)

SNA Art Trail

10-12 Willen Hospice
Fundraiser (TH)

13

SNA Art Trail

10:45 The Hub Church (SC)

Midlands Columbarian
Society Annual Show (CC)

9:30 Harvest Family Service
(SLC)

SNA Art Trail

6

12

Towcester Handmade Fayre
(TH)

6pm Harvest Holy Communion
(EN)

10-12 Sewing Class (SC)

SNA Art Trail

5

OCTOBER 2019



ǀĞŶƚƚŝŵĞƐĂŶĚĚĂƚĞƐĐŽƌƌĞĐƚĂƚƚŚĞƚŝŵĞŽĨŐŽŝŶŐƚŽƉƌĞƐƐ͘ǀĞŶƚƐĂƌĞŶŽƚƚŚĞƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďŝůŝƚǇŽĨƚŚĞdŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝů͕ĞǆĐĞƉƚĨŽƌdŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝůŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƐ͘ &ŽƌĨƵƌƚŚĞƌĞǀĞŶƚŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ͕ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚƚŚĞŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĞƌƐ͘
Contact details can be found within the pages of this publication, or on the Town Council’s website ǁǁǁ͘ƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌͲƚĐ͘ŐŽǀ͘ƵŬĂŶĚĨŽůůŽǁƚŚĞůŝŶŬƐƚŽŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͗What’s On. To advertise your ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇĞǀĞŶƚ
ǁŝƚŚŝŶƚŚĞƉĂƌŝƐŚŽĨdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͕ƉůĞĂƐĞĐŽŶƚĂĐƚdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌdŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝůŽŶϬϭϯϮϳϯϱϬϵϵϱŽƌĞŵĂŝůĞŶƋƵŝƌŝĞƐΛƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌͲƚĐ͘ŐŽǀ͘ƵŬ

7-8 Tai Chi (SC)

10-11 Tai Chi (SC)

HALF TERM

HALF TERM

HALF TERM

10-11:15 Viv’s Yoga (SC)

30

29

7:30 ‘Behind the Lens’ Talk (TSC)

7:30 Yoga4All (CC)

28

7:30 Choral Society (SC)

7:30 Zumba (TH)

4:30 Majorettes (TH)

4-8 MK Cheerleaders (SC)

8pm Table Tennis (CC)

1:45 Toddler Dance (TH)

9-11:30 Toy Library (CC)

2-3 Parkinson’s UK Exercise (SC)

11-12:30 Rock Choir (TH)

7:30 Town Council Meeting (SC)

7-8 Tai Chi (SC)

8:30-11:30 Country Market (SC) Antiques 2 Go (TH)

9:30 Cha Char Chimps (SC)

25

24

23

10-11 Tai Chi (SC)

7:30 Art Society (SC)

7:30 Zumba (TH)

8pm Table Tennis (CC)

10-11:15 Viv’s Yoga (SC)

22

7:30 Yoga4All (CC)

6:30 Jado Kuin Do (TH)

7:30pm Luke Healing Service
(SLC)

9-11:30 Toy Library (CC)

9:30 Little Sprouts (SLC)

7:30 Choral Society (SC)

4-8 MK Cheerleaders (SC)

4:30 Majorettes (TH)

1:45 Toddler Dance (TH)

2-3 Parkinson’s UK Exercise (SC)

1-4 Alzheimer’s Society (SC)

21

7-8 Tai Chi (SC)

7pm Town Council Meetings
(TH)

10-11:15 Viv’s Yoga (SC)

8:30-11:30 Country Market (SC) Antiques 2 Go (TH)

9:30 Cha Char Chimps (SC)

18

17

16

Comedy Night (TSC)

8pm Table Tennis (CC)

12-2 Andrea Leadsom’s
Alzheimer’s Fundraiser (SC)

10-11:15 Viv’s Yoga (SC)

15

7:30 Art Society (SC)

7:30 Zumba (TH)

8:30-11:30 Country Market (SC) 9-1:30 Farmers Market (RRC)
Antiques 2 Go (TH)
9-11:30 Toy Library (CC)

SNA Art Trail

10

7:30 Art Society (SC)

7:30 Zumba (TH)

7pm Tow’ Eve’ WI (SC)

9-11:30 Toy Library (CC)

11-12:30 Rock Choir (TH)

7:30 TDLHS (RRC)

7:30 Yoga4All (CC)

6-7 SMART Class (SC)

Race Meeting (TR)

4-8 MK Cheerleaders (SC)

2-3 Parkinson’s UK Exercise (SC)

9:30 Cha Char Chimps (SC)

4

9:30 Little Sprouts (SLC)

7:30 Choral Society (SC)

4:30 Majorettes (TH)

1:45 Toddler Dance (TH)

11-12:30 Rock Choir (TH)

SNA Art Trail

9

7:30 Yoga4All (CC)

Thursday

8:30-11:30 Country Market (SC) Antiques 2 Go (TH)

3

14

7-8 Tai Chi (SC)

10-11:15 Viv’s Yoga (SC)

9:30 Little Sprouts (SLC)

8

SNA Art Trail

SNA Art Trail

8pm Quiz Night (TM)

6-7 SMART Class (SC)

4-8 MK Cheerleaders (SC)

4:30 Majorettes (TH)

7:30 Choral Society (SC)

2-3 Parkinson’s UK Exercise (SC)

11-12:30 Rock Choir (TH)
6:30 Jado Kuin Do (TH)

Wednesday

1:45 Toddler Dance (TH)

2
9:30 Cha Char Chimps (SC)

Tuesday

11:15 Mother’s Union (CH)

1

7

Monday
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35

7:30 Yoga4All (CC)

7:30 Art Society (SC)

4:30 Majorettes (TH)

26

WINTERLAND (TR)

25

WINTERLAND (TR)

4:30 Majorettes (TH)
7:30 Yoga4All (CC)

6:30 Jado Kuin Do (TH)

4-8 MK Cheerleaders (SC)

2-3 Parkinson’s UK Exercise (SC)

9:30 Cha Char Chimps (SC)

WINTERLAND (TR)

27

7:30 Yoga4All (CC)

WINTERLAND (TR)

8pm Table Tennis (CC)

Eve - TADAS Art Exhibition (TH)

10-11:15 Viv’s Yoga (SC)

Antiques 2 Go (TH)

29

WINTERLAND (TR)
8:30-11:30 Country Market (SC)
9-11:30 Toy Library (CC)
Race Meeting (TR)
7:30 Zumba (TH)
7:30 Art Society (SC)
8pm Comedy Night (TM)

WINTERLAND OPENS (TR)

8pm Table Tennis (CC)

3pm Brewery Tour (TM)

10-11:15 Viv’s Yoga (SC)

Antiques 2 Go (TH)

22

8pm Table Tennis (CC)

10-11:15 Viv’s Yoga (SC)

Antiques 2 Go (TH)

15

9-1:30 Farmers Market (RRC)

8pm Table Tennis (CC)

Bonfire & Fireworks (NH)

10-11:15 Viv’s Yoga (SC)

Antiques 2 Go (TH)

8

8pm Table Tennis (CC)

10-11:15 Viv’s Yoga (SC)

28

7:30 Art Society (SC)

7:30 Zumba (TH)

8:30-11:30 Country Market (SC)

9-11:30 Toy Library (CC)

21

6-8 Joules Clothing Sale (TSC)

Friday

Antiques 2 Go (TH)

HALF TERM

1

Saturday
3

Sunday

TADAS Art Exhibition (TH)
10:45 The Hub Church (SC)

WINTERLAND (TR)
TADAS Art Exhibition (TH)

1 December
WINTERLAND (TR)

30

6pm Benefice Advent Carol
Service (SLC)

10:45 The Hub Church (SC)

9:30 Holy Communion Service
(SLC)

WINTERLAND (TR)

WINTERLAND (TR)

7pm Murder Mystery Dinner
(TR)

24

10:45 The Hub Church (SC)

9:30 All Age Communion
Service (SLC)

17

10:45 The Hub Church (SC)

10:50 Remembrance Service
(SLC)

10

10:45 The Hub Church (SC)

23

3pm Brewery Tour (TM)

10-3 Safer Towcester Event
with Neighbourhood Watch
and Northamptonshire Police
(TH)

16

9

Towcester Handmade Fayre
(TH)

6pm All Saints Holy Communion 9:30 Family Service w/Little
Sprouts (SLC)
(EN)

2
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7:30 Choral Society (SC)

1:45 Toddler Dance (TH)

7:30 Town Council Meetings (SC)

7-8 Tai Chi (SC)

11-12:30 Rock Choir (TH)

10-11 Tai Chi (SC)

10-11:15 Viv’s Yoga (SC)

9:30 Little Sprouts (SLC)

7:30 Choral Society (SC)

1:45 Toddler Dance (TH)

7:30 Town Council Meetings (SC)

7-8 Tai Chi (SC)

4-8 MK Cheerleaders (SC)

2-3 Parkinson’s UK Exercise (SC)

11-12:30 Rock Choir (TH)

10-11 Tai Chi (SC)

9:30 Little Sprouts (SLC)

10-11:15 Viv’s Yoga (SC)

20

7:30 TDLHS (RRC)

7:30 Yoga4All (CC)

19

7:30 Choral Society (SC)

7:30 Zumba (TH)

6:30 Jado Kuin Do (TH)

4-8 MK Cheerleaders (SC)

4:30 Majorettes (TH)

1:45 Toddler Dance (TH)

18

7-8 Tai Chi (SC)

7pm Town Council Meetings (TH)

9-11:30 Toy Library (CC)

2-3 Parkinson’s UK Exercise (SC)

1-4 Alzheimer’s Society (SC)

8:30-11:30 Country Market (SC)

9:30 Cha Char Chimps (SC)

11-12:30 Rock Choir (TH)

10-11:15 Viv’s Yoga (SC)

14

13

12

7:30 Art Society (SC)

7:30 Zumba (TH)

7pm Tow’ Eve’ WI (SC)

9:30 Little Sprouts (SLC)

8pm Quiz Night (TM)

7:30 Choral Society (SC)

4-8 MK Cheerleaders (SC)

4:30 Majorettes (TH)

1:45 Toddler Dance (TH)

9-11:30 Toy Library (CC)

8:30-11:30 Country Market (SC)

7

11

7-8 Tai Chi (SC)

2-3 Parkinson’s UK Exercise (SC)

9:30 Cha Char Chimps (SC)

6

11-12:30 Rock Choir (TH)

10-11 Tai Chi (SC)

10-11:15 Viv’s Yoga (SC)

5

9:30 Little Sprouts (SLC)

Thursday

TM – Towcester Mill Brewery
TDLHS – Towcester & District Local History Soc.
TSC – Towcestrians Sports Club
TR – Towcester Racecourse

Wednesday

SLC – St Lawrence Church
EN – St Mary’s Church, Easton Neston
CH – Chantry House
NH – Nicolas Hawksmoor Primary School
RRC – Riverside Resource Centre

Tuesday

4

TH – Town Hall
SC – Sawpits Centre
CC – Community Centre
RG – Recreation Ground
RRC – Richmond Road Car Park

Venue Key:

Monday

WHAT’S ON IN TOWCESTER

Creative Sewing Classes

One stitch at a time ...

There was a time when most people knew how to sew. It was a necessary
skill, to 'mend and make do', with the added benefit of being able to express
10am to 12 noon, Saturday, 5th October
creativity. It is rarely passed down the generations these days and when
Sawpits Centre
GCSEs were introduced in 1987, the Home Economic course was
scrapped. Although sewing is part of design and technology courses,
unfortunately, it is not always taught, as many schools select what they
teach in their allocated time.
In addition, a poll commissioned by the British Heart Foundation found only
40% of adults felt confident at sewing, with 25% not knowing how to sew a
button, and 20% admitting to replacing clothing with new if they lost a button.
With today’s fast fashion, allowing more things to take up our time, clothes
can be seen as disposable items.
I believe we can change this habit. As a skill, sewing is very beneficial for
you and your family. If you have children, do you lose count of the number
of trousers with holes in the knees? Or the times when you had a broken
zip or lost button?
The great news is, it’s not as difficult as you think! The cost benefits can be amazing, not to mention the great sense of accomplishment after
mending something or redesigning and extending the life of a piece of clothing.
Most importantly, the benefits of relaxing and having some ‘me time’ has been at the forefront of mental awareness recently. The beauty of creating
something without paying a fortune to someone else to do it pays dividends in so many ways! You will also be doing your part in reducing the
impact on the environment! In 2016, 300,000 tonnes of clothing were sent to landfill!
Let’s make a difference together, let's be part of this change. My sewing classes are for YOU! Age and gender are irrelevant. They are for
beginners, and those who would like to build up confidence too. I focus on teaching different techniques, that can be very helpful in everyday life:
mending of clothes, restyling, alterations, repurposing etc. More information about the classes can be found on the Facebook page: 7 Crafts
Boutique. Thank you and hope to see you at the classes!

Ideal for beginners or as a confidence booster

Olesya Lane
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39

