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A WORD FROM THE TOWN MAYOR
My Mayoral year is at an end, and a new
Town Mayor takes my place on 9th May.
Again, due to COVID, many hopes and
plans were thwarted this year, but we did
see a move back to normality.

One of my early engagements as Mayor
was to present our annual Towcester
Midsummer Music Festival. Again, it was
a triumph this year albeit being held online
for a second year. I must mention the
technical wizardry of Lizzi, the Town
Clerk’s Assistant, whose expertise made it
happen.
Due to the pandemic, I have not had the
opportunity to visit the number of local
events and organisations as would be
expected.

Every March, we have an Annual Meeting
of the Town. This is a public open meeting
where the Town Council and Committees
report back on achievements and key
issues. It is also an opportunity for local
groups to report back and share their
experience and expertise. This year, we
changed the format to provide each group
with a display table and encouraged
everyone to network as a focus of the
evening.

I did have the pleasure of attending the St
Lawrence Church Garden Fete; the
unveiling of an information board at the
Rotary eClub’s Wildflower Meadow; and
representing
our
town
at
the
Remembrance Day service.

What I found most heartening was the
sheer number of groups that are doing the
best they can, voluntarily, to make
Towcester an even better place to live.
Kindness is more important now than
ever – the cost of living is increasing and
many of us may find it challenging. That
is why I would like to thank all such
groups and encourage them to keep up
their good work in the community.

I hosted a ‘Pie and a Pint’ evening with
the Renew169 Wellbeing Café (our first
indoor event) where we heard first hand,
stories of how the café has helped with
mental health and wellbeing – a very
moving and uplifting evening.

Part of the role of Mayor is to raise money
for charities – something which has again
been quite a challenge, due to
restrictions, however, Towcester has
been incredibly generous, and I look
forward to presenting sizeable cheques to
Renew169 Wellbeing Café and Northants
and Warwickshire Air Ambulance.

My final event of the year was attending
the Towcester Evening Womens
Institutes (WI) 50th Anniversary
celebrations. I would like to thank Sue
Hamilton and all at the WI for inviting me
and for the constant source of good they
do for our town.

2021 was also an electoral year - our first
in six years where we welcomed several
new councillors. This has been a great
opportunity to build on existing
experience with new ideas.
The Town Council has continued to
provide local services and represent the
interests of Towcester, however, I think
we can do better in how we communicate
what and how we are doing. As a legacy,
I have initiated a project to address this
and build a community plan that reflects
a vision of how we wish to see Towcester
develop and our priorities.
I would like to take this opportunity to
thank our Town Clerk, Elizabeth Cox who’s
dedicated work makes sure that our town
runs smoothly.
Thank you all, for supporting The Town
Mayor’s Charities this year. Being Town
Mayor has been a privilege, a great
opportunity to meet people, and to do a
little good for our town, and I wish our
incoming Mayor all the very best in their
Mayoral year.

Damian
Cllr Damian Reynolds
Towcester Town Mayor 2021-22

Towcester Town Crier is published by Towcester Town Council and is open to contributions from all organisations and individuals in the town.
We operate strict deadlines for advertising / copy and submissions will not be accepted after these dates. Advertising and editorial copy should
be sent to Lizzi Bucklow-Holt at the Town Council Offices, Town Hall (tel: 01327 350995; email: enquiries@towcester-tc.gov.uk). Articles
appearing contain the views of the person submitting the item and are not necessarily the views of the Town Council. More details on the
Council’s website www.towcester-tc.gov.uk/towcester-town-crier.html
Printed by R1 Print & Design, Silverstone
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Towcester Writers’ Group



Watershed

CrossIng
There’s an unsettling if orderly rhythm
to the crossing, a regular heartbeat
of people in sequence every ninety
seconds or so.

So here we are. It happened
all quite suddenly, in the end.
My windows didn’t shake
but there it is on everyone’s screens,
across the airwaves, writ large
in newspaper headlines.
Before it was posturing,
just fur hatted photo opps
for vain politicians, the Flickr obsessed
at their worst. Bilateral meetings
across a white table fit for a banquet,
of lies and more lies, from the little Tsar.
Hotlines were hot, the mute with the deaf.
A lonely Britannia shook her blunt sabre
and cried no appeasement. For now.
Then tanks rolled and the wreckage
of their missiles left to smoulder
in children’s playgrounds.

Kids, grandparents, mothers each
having left behind a father, a son,
a husband.
One of the small things you notice
about these places is the children
and how little crying there is.
How still they are.
Too scared, too stunned, too spent.
Emotion drained from them as if it
hasn’t quite caught up with them, yet.
8 March 2022

February 2022

This issue features poetry by Martin Johns, who
has been moved to write about the conflict in
Ukraine. Martin told us:

Books Against Bombs

“‘Crossing’ is a ‘found’ poem using words
spoken by Lewis Goodall, BBC Newsnight
reporter, reporting from the Romanian border in
March. We take for granted our freedom of the
press and owe so much to those who put
themselves in danger to bring us the truth.”

In one window there are books,
stacked high, ledge to ceiling.
Their spines all facing inwards
their pages form a shield of paper.
Defiant against the destruction,
the mundane flow of suburban life
now just the detritus of all-out war.
Twisted, scorched metal, broken toys,
shattered bricks. On the skyline smoke
resembles Indian ink dropped into water,
it blots out the sun. No time to read
so, books barricade the lonely window
to keep out the darkness that brutally
has descended over every one of us.
11 March 2022

The Towcester Writers’ Group meets at The Forum library from 7:30 pm to 9:30 pm on the third Wednesday of the month. While our ‘normal’ meetings are currently
suspended, we have had successful virtual Zoom meetings instead. These are run at our conventional meeting times and we extend a warm welcome to everyone,
whether you have experience or not. For more details, please contact Bridget Arregger by email bridget.arregger@gmail.com
Our aim is to explore ways of encouraging creativity, while making writing an enjoyable and life-enhancing pastime. Above all, we seek to be sociable and, where
possible, have fun. There is no set structure for a meeting. A typical evening might include a short creative exercise, discussions of books that have inspired us and
readings from our own work for supportive comment and encouragement. Occasionally, we may all be invited to bring along a piece on a theme set in advance.
Writers (and would-be-writers) of poetry, prose and plays in all genres are equally welcome.
You can follow us online at: www.facebook.com/TowcesterWriters
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Time will have passed since this article was
written, and the situation in Ukraine will have
developed further. Our thoughts, prayers
and actions will remain with the people of
Ukraine for a long time to come.

Many initiatives have been undertaken
across South Northants to help those caught
in conflict zones or fleeing to neighbouring
countries. One such community act here in
Towcester surpassed all expectations when
Magdalena from Omorfi Nail and Beauty
appealed for aid donations. The response
was immediate and beyond belief! So much
so, Revd Paula and her husband Steve
offered the use of St Lawrence Church to
help her cope with the amount of donations
and process them.

several cars, and part of a Ukrainian
articulated lorry which was redirected on its
way home and unexpectedly paid a visit to
St Lawrence.

Seeing a Ukrainian plated lorry being filled
with aid in Towcester and then reversing
back out of what is probably the tightest lane
in the town onto the A5 was a spectacle to
behold. Everyone felt quite emotional for
this brave and skilled driver who was
destined to return to the capital, Kyiv. We
are pleased to advise that he made it safely
back as part of an aid convoy and to his
family.

On the Friday evening the final van load left
Towcester to claps and cheers from the
volunteers who lined the Market Square, its
contents to be transferred in Northampton to
a lorry destined for the city of Poldova in
Ukraine.
For four days, led by Steve, St Lawrence
Church was at the absolute heart of the
community, receiving, sorting, and boxing
donations which, as news spread, came
from afar as Leighton Buzzard and Daventry.
Every day the church was filled with
volunteers from across South Northants,
opening bags and filling labelled boxes. At
one point, 25 volunteers were counted at
work, but many more than that came to help
during the week as they felt compelled to
stay when dropping off items, whilst others
stayed for the duration!

It was a very personal and emotional
experience for those who helped or visited
St Lawrence church with their donations. So
much generosity and goodwill came from
across the local area and afar in such a
short space of time. It is therefore good to
be able to share the news that the aid did
reach where it was needed – one such lorry
for example reaching Vinnytsia, a few hours
after the city had been bombed. Another
example is a van driven by Ian and Andrew
from Blakesley who drove to the Polish
border where they distributed aid and toys
to children who had safely crossed the
border from Ukraine. A further private van
organised by St Lawrence church has
recently driven to Poland and details of this
trip will be shared in the next issue.

Steve, Magdalena and Revd Paula would
like to say a huge thank you to everyone
who has supported recent aid efforts and
continue to support in some way. We
continue to pray for the people of Ukraine
and look for ways to support those who
remain, and those who choose to come to
Towcester to stay with host families. If you
are matched to a host, please contact the
Tove Benefice Office on 01327 350459.

Steve, Magdalena & Revd Paula
Financial donations for Ukraine can
still be made at the Post Office or at
the following appeal websites…
World Vision Ukraine Crisis Appeal
British Red Cross Ukraine Appeal
Save the Children – Ukraine
Shelter Box Ukraine Crisis Appeal
Disaster Emergency Committee

More than 25 tons of aid was received and
individually sorted, filling seven vans,
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Towcester Evening WI 1972-2022
thank the Waitrose supermarket who
gave us permission to direct customers
to our pop-up coffee shop.

As planned, Towcester Evening WI
welcomed the Towcester community to
their event on Valentine’s Day for the
“Show the Love” campaign about
climate change: mindful of how our
planet is needing our love. We
reminded ourselves of the importance
of recycling and our lifestyle choices to
reduce our carbon footprint.
It was a cold, breezy day on Sawpits
Green but we all managed to keep
warm with hot drinks, cakes and
biscuits and a warm spirit. We were
also joined by Tow Food who gave out
food items that would normally be
destined for landfill. We thank them for
their support in the WI campaign for
Food Waste and would also like to

We were so pleased to chat to so
many of you along with placing
handmade hearts around the trees on
Sawpits Green. A gigantic thank you
for all your interest, support, and love.

Towcester Evening WI also recently
welcomed members from the
Community to a celebratory lunch to
commemorate its 50th Anniversary.

Who would have thought that on such
a cold day so many would join us?
Such loving support is reaching out
across the world right now in ways we
certainly didn’t think about last month.
Keep well and keep mindful and thank
you all.

Margaret Walgate
Vice President
towcesterwi@gmail.com
Facebook: TowcesterEveningWI1971

Featured are: Revd Paula Challen, The
Rt Hon. Dame Andrea Leadsom,
Northamptonshire Federation Vice
Chair Chris Carr, Jane Cafe, a WI
member for 50 years, Dept. Lord
Lieutenant Caroline Brocklehurst,
Towcester Town Mayor Damian
Reynolds, Northamptonshire
Federation Vice Chair Heather Smith
and President Sue Hamilton.

What do you know about Towcester U3a?
Founded in 1982 the u3a is a UK wide collection of locally run groups. Each provides a wide range of
opportunities for people to come together to learn for fun.
Here at Towcester u3a our activity groups, of which we have over 70, ranges from crafts to drawing to
genealogy to walking. As well as interest and exercise, you will also find friendship and company all under
the banner of “Live, Learn and Laugh”. People join the u3a for many different reasons and often find so
much more than they expected.
Our members usually meet face to face, but during the pandemic we have been keeping in touch by
learning to use Zoom, frequent newsletters, emails and telephone calls. Our Boys Toys Groups have kept
going throughout the pandemic meeting virtually at times but are now out and about visiting such places
as Motor and Air Museums. Painting for pleasure meet twice a month and their range of talents can be
seen on our Facebook page. We have a small Chess Group that meets at the Saracens Head in Towcester.
New members joining the u3a are always welcome to join any group. Despite the pandemic, we have
started new groups including a Pickle Ball group. The full list of our groups can be found on our website
with contact details for our group leaders. Many of our groups have vacancies so are actively seeking
new members
In addition to the interest groups, we have a monthly meeting at Towcestrians on the last Wednesday
afternoon of each month with a guest speaker. We have kept this going through Zoom but hope to
restart in-person Monthly meetings this Spring.
Membership costs only £16 a year and is open to anyone who is no
longer in full time employment.
For more information, visit our website www.towcesteru3a.co.uk.
You will find details of our activities and most importantly, how to
join our organisation.

Towcester U3A registered charity number 1155428
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www.towcesteru3a.co.uk

St Claudine Day of Celebration at Thornton College

St Claudine

Head Girl Team deliver hampers to MK ACT

Inspired by the story of St Claudine, all Thornton students engaged in a full day of Service
supporting many local organisations, raising thousands of pounds, and helping hundreds of
people in our community.

Sixth Formers making
toiletry hampers

Our Year 13 students collected
toiletries and managed to create
and deliver 42 hampers to MK
Act, a local refuge for women
affected by domestic abuse.
Year 10 and 11 students took
part in a 10-mile sponsored walk
and raised over £1,000 for MK
Night Shelter.

contact letters to elderly
members in our community and
washed staff cars for donations!
Year 7 students recycled crisp
packets to make blankets to
donate to the local homeless
shelter. Year 5 and 6 students
worked throughout the day on
projects to benefit our
environment including
hedgehog tunnels, recycled
fashion and reducing food waste
posters. Years 3 and 4 made
tray mats and light catchers for
residents at Willen Hospice, our
chosen partner charity this year.

alongside one another with a
common goal in mind, one
which embodies the ethos of
Thornton College. It is a way in
which our young people can
fully embrace the relevance that
St Claudine still has for our
community today, and a
reminder of how her story and
actions continue to influence
us”.
The whole day was a fantastic
experience for all students and
as a school community we are
proud to dedicate a day to
making a real, tangible, positive
impact in our local environment
and community in memory of St
Claudine.
About St Claudine
In the early 19th century, a
young French woman who lost
her family in the bloodshed and
upheaval of the French
Revolution, turned her attention
away from her own grief toward
the needs of orphaned girls on
the streets of Lyon. She
rescued, fed, clothed and
educated those that she found
so that they could live in safety
within a family environment.
Members of the group of
Religious Sisters that St
Claudine started came to
England 100 years later and
founded Thornton College.

Reception Children

Students making felt donkeys for
The Donkey Sanctuary

Year 8 and 9 students made
100 felt donkeys to send to The
Donkey Sanctuary for them to
sell in their shop and raise
money. Year 9 students also
took part in litter picking,
cleaning duties, designed and
made service windows, wrote

Years 1 and 2 concentrated on
the theme of peace and made
thumb dove art pieces for wall
displays.
Shauna Murphy, Head of RE
and Chaplaincy said:
“Seeing the students fully
embrace the ethos of the
school, while serving others was
an inspiration. It was a unique
day to be able to see both
students and staff working

8

Thornton College is an
Independent Catholic boarding
and day school for girls and is
situated between Milton Keynes
and Buckingham. It is the most
successful non-selective school
in the area and educates girls
aged 3 to 18 years. Thornton
currently has around 430
students including international
boarders.
Thornton is a Catholic school with
a strong ethos and values - girls
from all faiths and none are
welcome. Thornton is a school
family where students learn and
grow together, respecting the
value of each other, regardless of
background. Thornton’s school
Mission Statement is:
“We aim to educate our girls to
meet the challenges of life
courageously, to use their talents
to the full and to live the values of
Christ’s Gospel”.
Combining these three aims with
excellence in education,
committed and competent staff
and the wonderful environment
Thornton offers it really is a
special place for teaching and
learning.

Tove Valley Baptist Fellowship is getting a new Pastor!
When Rev. Stuart Conway and his family
join us in the Summer, it will have been two
years since our previous pastor, Rev. Paul
Knight, retired and moved with his wife
Alison to be nearer family. We are so
looking forward to welcoming the Conway
family, and from what Stuart has written
below, I think that they are quite excited
about the move too!

“I am very much looking forward to moving
to Towcester in the late Summer to start as
the Minister for Tove Valley Baptist
Fellowship. I grew up in Scotland so my
accent will probably stick out and to
confuse you my children have Essex

accents being that is where we have lived
for 20 years. A lot of people ask what a
church minister does so it might be an idea
to briefly outline what it is I do and why.
The main role of a minister is to pastorally
care for the community, to support those in
difficulty through a listening ear, prayer, and
practical support where possible, no matter
their faith or beliefs. I am sure you are
aware of TVBF seeking to be part of the
community as they have built an amazing
centre for Towcester. If you have not seen
the building or had a look round, I
encourage you to do so, especially as we
slowly move out of our Covid isolation and
look for places to connect with each other
in a different way. As a church we gladly
offer tots groups, coffee meets, breakfast
clubs, youth events, Sunday school and
services so please take the time to see what
we can do for you. Please keep an eye out
for new events and groups meeting in the
autumn at the centre through our website
and if you have any ideas or suggestions for
such groups please get in touch – we want
to hear the voice of the community and
serve you all as much as we can.
I obviously cannot do this on my own so I
am glad that I will be part of the family at
TVBF – a Baptist church seeking to
demonstrate God’s love through their
actions as well as alongside other Christian
communities in the area. You might know
someone who is part of our church family

so ask them what is happening if you get a
chance. As my family and I move into
Towcester and settle, I do hope you get the
opportunity to speak to me and I am praying
that the community of Towcester can
continue to be a place of warmth and
welcome.”
Stuart, Catherine, Rosanna, and Archie
Meanwhile… at Tove Valley Baptist
Fellowship we pray regularly for our local
community. If you would like a prayer, we
would love to hear from you. Please send us
a message via social media:
www.facebook.com/TVBFTowcester
www.twitter.com/TVBFTOWCESTER
www.instagram.com/tvbf.towcester
You can also send an email to
comms@tvbf.co.uk. We post bible verses
and events on social media, please follow
us to stay informed.
We hold our Sunday Services on Zoom
each week at 10.30. If you would like to join
us, please contact us by one of the above
means for details of how you can do so. We
expect that our services will continue to be
available via Zoom after we begin to hold
services inside the building.
For more information about how your family
can access activities provided by our
Youth, Children and Families Team Leader,
please contact Melanie by email on
youth@tvbf.co.uk.

[TVBF Advert]

We meet every Sunday at10.30am at the
Tove Valley Centre, Northampton Road NN12 7AH
You can also watch the service or catch up later
on our TVBF YouTube channel.
For more about our church, visit tvbf.co.uk, where
you can access our recorded sermons, resources,
and more, or contact secretary@tvbf.co.uk
We would love to meet with you!
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OSS Media Wins Theo Paphitis Small Business Award
The Small Business Sunday winners event took place on 25th
February 2022 where OSS Media management collected the
award from Theo Paphitis in person, as pictured.
The Managing Director, Liam James, said “It was a such an
honour to collect the nationally recognised award from
someone with such a business pedigree, who has been a role
model for me growing up watching Dragons Den. The award
provides a valuable platform, which is essential to the growth of
our company, and I would highly recommend that fellow local
companies enter – just be braced for your phone buzzing all
week!”.

OSS Media, a small business video advertising specialist
based locally in Towcester, were awarded the Small Business
Sunday award by Dragons Den star Theo Paphitis back in
early December. They received the award by providing
assistance to fellow small businesses in order to gain a
presence online during Covid when it was most needed to help
them survive.
The online video marketing and production company offered a
£100 discount to fellow local businesses. OSS Media discount
offer was extremely well received by the local business
community. Consequently, they decided to extend the special
offer and it is still currently available to companies in the NN12
postcode.

Jack Hales, Creative Director, said “I am so proud that we won
the award, but even more delighted that we managed to
support business in the Towcester area in a time with such
fiscal uncertainty. We look forward to continuing to supply the
NN12 £100 discount, as I believe it is the foundation of our
company where we intend to provide support to the local
community as much as we can”.

To read more about the company, visit their website at
www.ossmedia.co.uk

Towcester Town FC Tournament

Saturday 18th June 2022 and Sunday 19th June 2022
Towcester Recreation Ground
The annual tournament hosted by Towcester Town FC is back with a bang for 2022 and will take place over the weekend of
18th and 19th June at the Recreation Ground, Islington Road, Towcester.
Since its inception in 1994 the event has grown steadily and now features over 100 six-a-side teams from across
Northamptonshire and the surrounding counties who take part in a series of matches in a bid to be crowned their age group
winner.
The U8, U10, U12, U14 and U16s matches will take place on Saturday, and this will be followed by the U7, U9, U11, U13 and
U15s on the Sunday. For the first time, the tournament will also feature dedicated girls' events, with the U10s girls on the
Saturday and the U13s and U15s on the Sunday. All age groups from U9s upwards are competitive, with teams taking part
in an initial league match and then cup or plate competitions.
As well as the football to watch, there will be plenty for the supporters to enjoy including an all-day BBQ offering breakfast
rolls, burgers and hotdogs, and further refreshments including sweets, teas, coffees, and cold drinks.
Lisa Samiotis, Chair of TTFC, said, “After a two-year gap, we are really excited to be hosting our tournament again and look
forward to welcoming all the teams. The club relies solely on player subscriptions and fundraising to provide the equipment
and resources it needs to run, and the annual tournament is a key part of this. I would like to say a huge thank you to our
team of qualified and DBS-checked coaches, and our legions of volunteers, who donate their time to make the event a
success.”

11 sponsor, please contact: clubchair@towcestertownfc.co.uk
If you would like to get involved with the club or are a potential



Your Family is unique.
Shouldn’t the solutions be unique too?
We can help with legal advice and representation in these and other areas:

➢ Domestic abuse & emergencies

➢ Cohabitation

➢ Divorce & separation

➢ Financial settlements

➢ Prenuptial agreements

➢ Child arrangements including

➢ Civil partnerships

Social Services

Our service is tailored to your needs and circumstances.
We will talk to you about your problem, listen to your concerns, explain all
your options and help you decide the best way forward. We put your decisions
into action and are with you every step of the way.
LEGAL AID is available if you are eligible – please ask if you are unsure
Appointments available by telephone, Zoom or MS Teams.

2nd Floor Victoria House

Free parking in Northampton Road

138 Watling Street East

2 minutes from the office

Towcester
Northamptonshire

01327 358321

NN12 6BT

www.tflp.co.uk

(Above Michael Graham Estate Agents)

Heather Rose

hjr@tflp.co.uk 07725 811892

Alina Schofield

as@tflp.co.uk

07525 900894

12

1st Towcester

Help shape the future of your local scout group
What do you see in this word cloud?

This word cloud was created from the words that best
described scouts for young members of the 1st Towcester
Scout group. There are some words you’d probably expect to
see from a scout group – camp for example, and hopefully
you’d expect to see ‘fun’ as well.

What does it take to be a leader with
1st Towcester Scouts?
You need to be over 18, be willing to get involved and
complete some training provided by the Scouts Association.
You’ll join a small, but enthusiastic team, who will help you
every step of the way. Want to give it a go? Get in touch with
Michele, our Group Scout Leader, and ask about the 4-Week
Challenge. This allows you to try volunteering with our groups
for four weeks, giving you a chance to see if this is for you.

We aim to make scouting fun for all our members, and our
leaders. We also want to set challenges, give opportunities for
activities that some of our young members might not do if they
weren’t in scouts – like climbing, or cooking over open fires,
hiking, getting involved in community events. For over 100
years, 1st Towcester scouts has been supporting young people
to gain skills for life: problem solving, teamwork, even how to
iron and wash up! We currently have almost 70 young
members, boys and girls, aged 6-14, across beaver, cubs and
scout groups. At any given time, we have about 15 young
people waiting for a place. We would love to be able to offer
places to more young people. And to do that, we need to build
up our group of adult leaders.

1st Towcester Scouts has been a part of our town’s history
since 1915. Why not join a team that continues to make
history?
For more information email Michele on
gsl@towcesterscouts.org.uk

TOWCESTER ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
2022 ARMED FORCES DAY - calling all Veterans and Serving personnel
This year’s Armed Forces Day falls on Saturday 25th June. However, events to celebrate it can take place up to two
weeks before and after.
We have always held a ceremony outside the Town Hall but in terms of numbers it has always been relatively low key.
This year we want to make more of showing our appreciation of what our Armed Forces, current and past, have given in
serving our country.
The Midsummer Music Festival (MMF) takes place over the weekend of 17th to 19th June. The plan is to hold an event in the Town Hall during the
afternoon of the 18th for Service personnel and their families. Refreshments will be provided by Food for Heroes, for which we are very grateful,
and we are hoping to have music from Towcester Studio Band. We will also provide free programmes for the MMF to all those eligible.
However, because the full MMF programme covers all the events from Friday lunchtime until Sunday tea-time, all those eligible will need to contact
me in advance so I can make appropriate arrangements to enable them to take the fullest advantage of the programme, which acts as a roving
entry ticket. This will also help with regard to getting the right numbers for the refreshments on the Saturday afternoon.
More information will be released closer to the event, but for now I just need those interested to contact me.
DAVID REED

dreedsfm@sky.com | 07970 597044 | 01327 352414
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Volunteer Drivers Needed in Our Community
Towcester Area Door-to-Door (TADD) is a long-established organisation operating a door-to door community transport
service for people across the West Northants area. The service enables the elderly and disabled to attend medical and wellbeing related appointments and services. TADD is affordable and helps people retain independence in the absence of
suitable public transport and avoid reliance on family, friends and neighbours.

Have you recently retired, started
working from home or changed to
flexible working hours? Are you
looking for a way to help people
within your community? If you are a
driver, why not consider volunteering
with Towcester Area Door to Door?
Appointments are being offered
again, support services are resuming,
and we are seeing an increase in

requests for transport. There are many
people who rely on TADD in our area,
so if you have a little spare time and
are a driver, please consider
volunteering to help your neighbours.
You never know when you might need
to use the service yourself!
Drivers need to have access to a car,
be available on a fairly regular basis
and complete a DBS check. Mileage
is reimbursed at the HMRC rate,
insurance premiums are not affected,
and journeys are allocated weekly by
mutual agreement.
Should you know of anybody in your
community who may need to make
use of this service, please get in touch.
Alternatively email us with your
contact name, email and telephone
number.
We
cannot
accept
applications by telephone. More

details about TADD including the area
covered, price list, membership and
how to become a volunteer driver are
available on our website.

Keith Rippon
Chair of Trustees

01327 810300
www.towcesterareadoor2door.co.uk
volunteer@towcesterareadoor2door.co.uk

Reducing our Plastic Waste
We cannot remove plastic completely, but with a few small
changes we can reduce the amount of plastic we throw away.
Good ways to reduce your plastic waste are:

Did you know that single use plastic makes up 40%
of the plastic produced annually, but it remains in
the environment for hundreds of years?

✓ Use a refillable bottle for your water

Only 9% of the plastic that is produced is recycled,
the remaining 91% ends up being incinerated, or in
landfill, making it into our oceans, our
environment, and even the fish that we eat!

✓ Take your own reusable cup for takeaway drinks
✓ Buy loose goods from a Refill Shop

GREEN MACHINE is a mobile refill shop that comes to
Towcester Mill Brewery Car Park every Wednesday (12-4pm),
making it much easier to reduce the plastic packaging you throw
away. Refill Shops are extremely easy to use – you bring along
any clean container (it can be a jar, tub, even an old sandwich
bag), it is weighed beforehand, filled with the contents you want,
weighed again and you only get charged for what you buy. There
is the added advantage that you can choose how much you want,
so you only buy what you need rather than a fixed amount.
Green Machine sells high quality dried foods (pasta, rice, nuts, seeds, dried fruit, herbs,
baking goods etc) and eco-friendly toiletry & cleaning liquid refills. The full list of items
can be seen on the website (www.greenmachinerefill.co.uk). If you are unable to visit
the shop on Wednesdays, you can order a home delivery or visit one of the other shop
locations in Pattishall, Greens Norton, Blisworth or Silverstone. If you have a home
delivery, you can leave your containers somewhere safe, and they are refilled even if
you are not at home.
Anne-Clare Ward | Green Machine Refill Ltd | 07971 921311
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“We don’t need a
handful of people doing
zero waste perfectly. We
need millions of people
doing it imperfectly.”

Annie Marie Bonneau

ƌĞŶĞǁϭϲϵtĞůůďĞŝŶŐĂĨĠ


ƌĞŶĞǁϭϲϵŝƐŽƉĞŶDŽŶĚĂǇƚŽtĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇ
ĨƌŽŵϭϬĂŵƚŽϯƉŵ͘/ĨǇŽƵĂƌĞƵŶǁĞůůĨŽƌ
ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͕ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐŝŶŐĚĞƉƌĞƐƐŝŽŶŽƌĂŶǆŝĞƚǇ
ƉůĞĂƐĞĐŽŵĞĂůŽŶŐĂŶĚŚĂǀĞĂĐŚĂƚ͕ŽƌƐŝƚ
ƋƵŝĞƚůǇ͕ŽƌƚĂŬĞƉĂƌƚŝŶĂŶĂĐƚŝǀŝƚǇ͘tĞĂƌĞŶŽƚ
ĂĐƌŝƐŝƐĐĂĨĠ͕ďƵƚĂůůŽƵƌǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐŚĂǀĞ
ŵĞŶƚĂůŚĞĂůƚŚĂǁĂƌĞŶĞƐƐƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ͘/ĨǇŽƵ
ŬŶŽǁƐŽŵĞŽŶĞǁŚŽǁŽƵůĚďĞŶĞĨŝƚĨƌŽŵƚŚĞ
ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐŽĨƌĞŶĞǁϭϲϵƚŚĞŶĚŽƚĞůůƚŚĞŵĂďŽƵƚ
ŽƵƌĐŚĂƌŝƚǇŽƌďĞƚƚĞƌƐƚŝůůďƌŝŶŐƚŚĞŵĂůŽŶŐ͕
ǁĂůŬŝŶŐƚŚƌŽƵŐŚƚŚĞĚŽŽƌĂůŽŶĞĐĂŶďĞƚŚĞ
ŚĂƌĚĞƐƚƐƚĞƉ͘dŽŐŝǀĞĂĨůĂǀŽƵƌŽĨƚŚĞ
ĚŝĨĨĞƌĞŶĐĞǁĞŵĂŬĞŚĞƌĞĂƌĞĂĐŽƵƉůĞŽĨ
ĐŽŵŵĞŶƚƐĨƌŽŵǀŝƐŝƚŽƌƐ͗

>>/E'>>ZZ^
On a Tuesday we have a ‘Carers Supporting
Carers’ group that meets from 12 noon to
ϭƉŵĂďŽǀĞƌĞŶĞǁϭϲϵ͘ůůĐĂƌĞƌƐĂƌĞ
ǁĞůĐŽŵĞ͕ĂŶĚǇŽƵĚŽŶŽƚŚĂǀĞƚŽďŽŽŬ͕ũƵƐƚ
ƚƵƌŶƵƉ͘

>>/E'sK>hEdZ^

ĨĞǁŽĨŽƵƌǀŝƐŝƚŽƌƐƐƚĂǇĨŽƌƚŚĞĞŶƚŝƌĞĚĂǇ͕
ǁĞĂƌĞůŽŽŬŝŶŐĨŽƌůƵŶĐŚƚŝŵĞǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐĨƌŽŵ
ϭϮŶŽŽŶƚŽϭ͘ϯϬŽŶĞŝƚŚĞƌĂDŽŶĚĂǇ͕
dƵĞƐĚĂǇ͕tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇ͕ƚŽŵĂŬĞĂŶĚƐĞƌǀĞ
ƐŝŵƉůĞůŝŐŚƚůƵŶĐŚĞƐĨŽƌĂƐŵĂůůŶƵŵďĞƌŽĨ
ǀŝƐŝƚŽƌƐ͘

,KtdK^hWWKZdzKhZKDDhE/dz
d,ZKh',ZEtϭϲϵ
‘The support from
renew169 were the
first steps to me coping
and I can honestly say
I have not looked back
since I set foot through
the cafe door.’

‘I will always have
difficulties with my
mental health, but with
the support of places
like renew169 I am
never on my own, and
if my mental health is
good, I can support
someone else having a
difficult day’

tĞŚĂǀĞŽǀĞƌϯϬǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐĂŶĚƌĞĂůůǇǀĂůƵĞ
ƚŚĞĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚŝŽŶŽĨƚŚĞŝƌƚŝŵĞĂŶĚĂůůƚŚĞ
ĞĨĨŽƌƚƚŚĞǇƉƵƚŝŶƚŽďĞŝŶŐĂƉĂƌƚŽĨ
renew169. Our ‘fabulous 5’ that form the
ĨƵŶĚƌĂŝƐŝŶŐƚĞĂŵŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶƚĂƐŬĞĚƚŚŝƐǇĞĂƌ
ǁŝƚŚƚƌǇŝŶŐƚŽƌĂŝƐĞĂƌŽƵŶĚάϳ͕ϬϬϬ͘dŚĂŶŬǇŽƵ
ƚŽƚŚŽƐĞǁŚŽŚĂǀĞĂůƌĞĂĚǇƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĞĚƵƐďǇ
ŚŽůĚŝŶŐƚŚĞŝƌŽǁŶĐŽĨĨĞĞŵŽƌŶŝŶŐƐ͘
DŽŽƌĨŝĞůĚƐŚĞůĚƚǁŽĞǀĞŶƚƐƉƌŽǀŝĚŝŶŐƚĞĂ͕
ĐŽĨĨĞĞ͕ĂŶĚĐĂŬĞƐĨŽƌďŽƚŚƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐĂŶĚƚŚĞŝƌ
ĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ͘ǀĞŶƚƐƐƵĐŚĂƐƚŚĞƐĞ͕ƌĞĂůůǇŚĞůƉƵƐ
ĂƐĂĐŚĂƌŝƚǇĂƐĂůůŽƵƌŝŶĐŽŵĞĐŽŵĞƐĨƌŽŵ
ŐƌĂŶƚƐ͕ĨƵŶĚƌĂŝƐŝŶŐĂŶĚĚŽŶĂƚŝŽŶƐĂŶĚƚŚĞ
ƐŵĂůůĂŵŽƵŶƚƐƌĞĂůůǇĚŽĂĚĚƵƉ͊/ŶƉƌŝůǁĞ
ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚƚŚĞƚĞĂƐĂŶĚĐŽĨĨĞĞƐĨŽƌƚŚĞ^Ez
ƉůĂǇĚĂǇŝŶƌĞƚƵƌŶĨŽƌƐŵĂůůĚŽŶĂƚŝŽŶƐ͘ŽƵůĚ
ǇŽƵŝŶǀŝƚĞǇŽƵƌĨƌŝĞŶĚƐĂŶĚŚŽůĚĂĐŽĨĨĞĞ
ŵŽƌŶŝŶŐŽƌĂĐŚĞĞƐĞĂŶĚǁŝŶĞĞǀĞŶŝŶŐƚŽŽ͍
ǀĞƌǇƉĞŶŶǇǁŝůůƐƵƉƉŽƌƚŽƵƌǀŝƐŝƚŽƌƐ͘
ůůĚŽŶĂƚŝŽŶƐĂƌĞŐƌĂƚĞĨƵůůǇƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ͕ďƵƚ
ŵŽŶƚŚůǇŐŝǀŝŶŐŚĞůƉƐƵƐƚŽďĞĐŽŵĞŵŽƌĞ
ƐƵƐƚĂŝŶĂďůĞ͕άϱĂŵŽŶƚŚǁŝůůƉĂǇĨŽƌƚĞĂĂŶĚ
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ĐŽĨĨĞĞ͕άϭϬƉĞƌŵŽŶƚŚǁŝůůƉƵƌĐŚĂƐĞƐŽŵĞ
ĂĐƚŝǀŝƚŝĞƐĨŽƌǀŝƐŝƚŽƌƐĂŶĚάϮϱƉĞƌŵŽŶƚŚǁŝůů
ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĨŽƌĂŶĞŶƚŝƌĞǇĞĂƌĨŽƌŽŶĞ
ǀŝƐŝƚŽƌǁŚŽĂƚƚĞŶĚƐƚŚĞĐĂĨĠŽŶĂǁĞĞŬůǇ
ďĂƐŝƐ͘KƵƌdƌĞĂƐƵƌĞƌǁŝůůŐůĂĚůǇĂƐƐŝƐƚǁŝƚŚ
ŚŽǁƚŽŵĂŬĞĂƌĞŐƵůĂƌŐŝĨƚĂŶĚƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ
ƚĂǆƉĂǇĞƌƐƐŽƚŚĂƚǁĞĐĂŶĐůĂŝŵďĂĐŬ'ŝĨƚŝĚ͘
WůĞĂƐĞĐŽŶƚĂĐƚŵĂŶĂŐĞƌΛƌĞŶĞǁϭϲϵ͘ŽƌŐ͘ƵŬŝĨ
ǇŽƵĐĂŶŵĂŬĞĂĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚŝŽŶƚŽŽƵƌǁŽƌŬ͘
ŽŶĞͲŽĨĨĚŽŶĂƚŝŽŶĐĂŶďĞŵĂĚĞǀŝĂ
ũƵƐƚŐŝǀŝŶŐ͘ĐŽŵͬZĞŶĞǁϭϲϵtĞůůďĞŝŶŐĂĨĞ

td,Khd&KZEtd&KZKhZ
^hDDZ&hEz
&ŽůůŽǁŝŶg the success of our ‘Big Fun Day’ in
^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌϮϬϮϭ͕ǁĞǁŝůůďĞŚŽůĚŝŶŐĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ
ĨĂŵŝůǇĨƵŶĞǀĞŶƚĂƚƚŚĞdŽǀĞsĂůůĞǇĞŶƚƌĞ͘

WůĞĂƐĞŬĞĞƉĂŶĞǇĞŽŶŽƵƌǁĞďƐŝƚĞĂŶĚƐŽĐŝĂů
ŵĞĚŝĂĨŽƌĨƵƚƵƌĞŝŶŝƚŝĂƚŝǀĞƐĨƌŽŵƌĞŶĞǁϭϵϲ͖
ƚŚŝƐǁŝůůŝŶĐůƵĚĞĂƉƵďůŝĐĂƚŝŽŶƚŽŚĞůƉǁŝƚŚ
ǇŽƵƌǁĞůůďĞŝŶŐ͘zŽƵĐĂŶĨŝŶĚŽƵƚŵŽƌĞĂƚ
ƌĞŶĞǁϭϲϵ͘ŽƌŐ͘ƵŬŽƌŽŶ&ĂĐĞďŽŽŬ͕
ΛZĞŶĞǁϭϲϵ
/ĨǇŽƵǁŽƵůĚůŝŬĞƚŽŬŶŽǁŵŽƌĞĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞ
ǁŽƌŬŽĨƌĞŶĞǁϭϲϵtĞůůďĞŝŶŐĂĨĞ͕ƉůĞĂƐĞ
ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ^ŚĞůĂŐŚŚĂƉŵĂŶ
ŵĂŶĂŐĞƌΛƌĞŶĞǁϭϲϵ͘ŽƌŐ͘ƵŬŽƌĐĂůůDŽŶĚĂǇ
ƚŽtĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇŽŶϬϳϳϲϭϬϰϭϮϬϯ

ZĞŐŝƐƚĞƌĞĚĐŚĂƌŝƚǇŶƵŵďĞƌŝƐϭϭϵϲϲϯϭ

FINANCIAL PLANNING,YOUR WAY.

FINANCIAL PLANNING IS ABOUT YOU – YOUR NEEDS,

FINANCIAL
PLANNING
IS ABOUT
YOU – YOUR NEEDS,
YOUR
AMBITIONS,
YOUR PEACE
OF MIND.
YOUR AMBITIONS, YOUR PEACE OF MIND.

We’re an award-winning independent firm of Chartered Financial

We’re an
award-winning
firm
of with
Chartered
Planners
and
since 2002 we’ve independent
been helping our
clients
tailored
Financial Planners and since 2002 we’ve been helping
our clients with tailored advice. We’ll help you to invest
want
and enjoy the
feeling
knowing youryou
money
is inand
goodenjoy
hands.
intelligently,
plan
theofretirement
want
the feeling of knowing your money is in good hands.

advice. We’ll help you to invest intelligently, plan the retirement you

Talk to us today to see how we can help you enjoy the present, safeguard

Talkfuture
to usand
today
to your
see how
your
protect
legacy.we

can help you enjoy the
present, safeguard your future and protect your legacy.

01327 354321

theteam@fortitudefp.co.uk

fortitudefp.co.uk

4 Selby Barns, Duncote, Towcester, Northants, NN12 8AL

Fortitude Financial Planning Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority
entered on the Financial Services Register No 419881
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Freedom, Friendship and Fun Times
Upon reading Zara’s story, I felt compelled to do what I could to
make a difference, particularly as her personal circumstances
mirrored mine (being diagnosed with a life-changing and lifelimiting condition at a young age). This stance was matched by
all members of the Club with everyone voting in favour of fully
purchasing an electric wheelchair with a three-year
insurance/servicing package.

Each year, the incoming Rotary International President reveals
a Presidential Theme to accompany their year in office. This
year’s Presidential Theme of “Serve to Change Lives”, chosen
by current President Shekhar Mehta, is particularly relevant in
relation to The Rotary Club of Towcester’s support of local
resident, Zara Hutchison.
Very often, the Club assists, or is involved with projects, that
benefit multiple people, ranging from a small group to a whole
community. However, aiding an individual is as equally
rewarding and satisfying.

Zara has attended several Rotary meetings in person and is now
a regular visitor to the Renew169 Wellbeing Café, where I
volunteer. A real friendship has blossomed between us; whilst
we can confide in and support each other, we also enjoy
frequent cinema trips and have visited ComicCon twice!

The power of sharing a personal story is well documented, even
more so when spoken or written by the individual concerned.
Allow me to introduce Zara, one of the most courageous and
inspirational people I have ever met. This is her story…

As Shekhar Mehta additionally stated when he announced his
chosen Presidential Theme, “caring for and serving others is the
best way to live because it changes not only other people’s lives,
but also our own”.

“My name is Zara Hutchison and I am 31 years old. After
experiencing medical issues since adolescence, I was finally
diagnosed with Ehlers-Danlos Syndrome in 2015, and further
diagnoses of Arthritis, Chiari Malformation, Degenerative Disc
Disease and Postural Orthostatic Tachycardia Syndrome
followed in subsequent years. I have many deformities in my
lower limbs and suffer with daily painful joint dislocations. There
are many other complications that accompany my various
conditions, and to this day, I continue to discover more about
them.

In this instance, never has a truer word been spoken.
If you are interested in discovering more about Rotary and what
projects the Club is involved with locally, nationally and
internationally, please visit our website :

www.towcester-rotary.org.uk

In 2019, I contacted the Mobility Trust to begin my journey of
acquiring an electric wheelchair as I cannot self-propel my
manual wheelchair for long periods of time. Unfortunately, the
process was hampered by the COVID-19 pandemic, and it was
not until late 2020 that I was independently assessed and trialled
potential equipment to determine which was most appropriate
for me.

or email secretary@towcester-rotary.org.uk or visit our social
media platforms by searching for “Rotary Towcester”.
Rotarian Steph Jones and Zara Hutchison

I nearly broke down and cried with joy on the day in September
2021 when I received the phone call to say an electric
wheelchair had been funded for me. I never thought in a million
years that I would ever regain any sort of normality and
independence in my life. I am forever grateful and thankful from
the bottom of my heart that I was gifted with my electric
wheelchair. I can now take my dog Charlie for walks and go to
the shop by myself. Doing such simple, little tasks for myself
means the world to me.
Having my electric wheelchair has given me a new lease of life.
Before I received this amazing gift, I felt as if my life had ground
to a halt. I could no longer go out by myself and felt as though I
was burdening others as everyone around me had to go out on
my behalf if I wanted or needed anything. On the occasions I did
manage to go out, I was always accompanied by someone who
in turn had to push me around in my manual wheelchair. There
were many days that I would sit by the window watching the
world go by, wishing for part of my independence back. In the
end, I felt hopeless and useless which seriously impacted my
mental health, to the extent that I was in a very dark, lonely
place.
Honestly, no words can ever express how happy and
appreciative I am. Sometimes I still wake up and cannot believe
that I have my electric wheelchair here; I even find myself
looking at it! For the first time in a long time, I can plan and
achieve things on my own, and start to live and enjoy my life
again.”
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SHEPHERD & CO.
Solicitors

184 Watling Street East
NN12 6DB
tel 01327 350185
legal@shepherdandco.com
Established 1973
Advice for the Family, the Elderly and Business
Conveyancing Trusts Litigation Family Law
Criminal Law Neighbour Disputes Probate
Powers of Attorney Wills contested Wills
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CALL US TODAY ON 01327 860 801

www.blakesleygarage.co.uk

Quinbury End, Blakesley, Northamptonshire, NN12 8RF
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Brook House Care Home Time Capsule
capsule project’, capturing key memories in the lives of
residents. The capsule was buried in the courtyard garden by
the Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr Martin Johns.

Award-winning Brook House is a new purpose built residential
and dementia care home here in the heart of Towcester. It’s a
lively, caring and safe home for all who live there. The home
has been specifically equipped to support those living with
dementia. Amenities include a landscaped garden with seating
for warmer days and evenings. Brook House offers a wide
range of activities and entertainment to maximise quality of life
and provide stimulation in a caring and friendly environment.
There are shared spaces and facilities such the bistro, hair
salon, cinema, library, music room and comfortable lounges.
Brook House also organise trips to local places of interest.

Commenting on his visit, Cllr Johns said: “My wife Christine
and I were made very welcome, and we were impressed by the
facilities on offer, but even more by the obvious care and
professionalism shown by the whole staff team.”
For more details about Brook House, please call 01327 227730

Over the past six months there has been a lot of change, and
many challenges to overcome, however the home is growing
from strength to strength. The number of residents has doubled
in this time, with more residents expected in the near future.
Brook House do whatever they can to keep residents
connected to the wider community and encourage them to stay
in touch with friends and neighbours from the community
they’ve moved from. The café bistro at the entrance helps
enable this. The cafe has been especially valuable during covid
as it reduces the need for visitors to have to go through the
main house.
To forge links between the home and the community, there are
events for NHS and emergency workers, monthly dementia
cafes for carers, a schools’ Christmas card competition and at
Easter, a community walk to raise funds for the Alzheimer’s
Society.
There have been no covid outbreaks in the home in the last six
months, with a happy and healthy environment for all who live
and work at Brook House.
Most afternoons see residents gathered in the bistro for tea,
cakes and singing – a new idea to create a greater buzz
around the home. This accompanies coffee mornings twice a
week and clubs, and this is aside from all the usual activities
and one to one support. In March, Brook House ran a ‘time

BEST KEPT GARDEN 2022


Towcester’s
ĞƐƚ<ĞƉƚ'ĂƌĚĞŶϮϬϮϮ
ŶƚƌǇ&Žƌŵ

EĂŵĞ͗ͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲ
ŽŶƚĂĐƚEŽ͗ͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲ
Entries are invited from green-fingered residents for this year’s ‘Best Kept Garden
Competition’. There are so many beautifully maintained private gardens in the
town and taking part is very simple. Entries will be judged by the Town Mayor at
the end of July and a prize and certificate awarded for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place. The
only criterion is the garden MUST be in public view. If you wish to enter your
garden, or that of a neighbour or friend, please complete and return this form to
the Town Council Office by Friday 1st July 2022. We are hoping for a bumper
number of entries this year as so many of you have been spending time in your
gardens! To enter online, visit https://www.towcester-tc.gov.uk/best-kept-gardencompetition-202.html
Photo: Last year’s winners, John & Ange Ager of Haydock Close
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'ĂƌĚĞŶĚĚƌĞƐƐ͗ ͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲ

ͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲͲ
/ƐƚŚŝƐǇŽƵƌŐĂƌĚĞŶ͍

zͬE

WůĞĂƐĞ ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞ ĂŶĚ ƌĞƚƵƌŶ ƚŽ
ƚŚĞ dŽǁŶ ŽƵŶĐŝů KĨĨŝĐĞ͕ dŚĞ
dŽǁŶ ,Ăůů͕ ϴϲ͕ tĂƚůŝŶŐ ^ƚƌĞĞƚ
ĂƐƚ͕ dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͕ EEϭϮ ϲ^ ŶŽ
ůĂƚĞƌƚŚĂŶ&ƌŝĚĂǇ͕ϭƐƚ:ƵůǇϮϬϮϮ͘

REASONS
to love your local independent optician ...








Price match guarantee
12 months FREE aftercare
Unrushed, relaxed eye examinations
Great quality products giving value for money
Friendly, professional staff who know their stuff
Extensive choice of frames & high quality lenses
Sunspecs, sports eyewear, contact lenses & safety specs

Google
REVIEWS

“Absolutely fantastic
service. They always go out of
their way to help with our children’s
glasses, often fitting us in at late notice
and addressing any concerns we may
have. Thank you all!”

“Thoroughly good
service - everything
right first time. I will
never go back to the
High Street chains.”

“Always polite, friendly
and professional. 30th year
as a customer because they
take the time to listen to you
and get it right.”

Independent opticians are the best places to go for an eye test and to buy glasses according to Which? (July
2021). Independent opticians received five stars for customer service, thorough eye testing and quality of products.

Specialist Services
SchoolVision Assessments  Dry Eye Clinics  Myopia Management  Ortho-K  Retinal Photography

DW Roberts Opticians, 6 Sponne Shopping Centre, Towcester, NN12 6BY
www.dwroberts.co.uk

01327 350240
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Towcester@dwroberts.co.uk

Join us in these fun community events, organised by a collaboration of local
voluntary organisations, led by the Rotary Club of Towcester and supported
by Towcester Town Council. Any proceeds from the Fayre will benefit the
Town Mayor’s charities: Cynthia Spencer Hospice and local youth groups.

Towcester Library
The Forum
Jubilee-related exhibition
& activities
Towcester Trail
Follow the clues
around the Town
to win a prize

Towcester Mill Brewery
Limited edition Jubilee Ale
Evening entertainment

Renew169 Café
Jubilee-related
activities, inc.
afternoon tea on
Monday 6th June

St Lawrence Church
Bellringing &
commemorative services

Virtual Beacon Lighting
Towcester Town Hall
Starts 9:45pm
Thursday 3rd June

Towcester Museum
Free entry Sat 4th June
10am – 4pm
Jubilee-related history
and activities inc. crown
making

Islington Road
Temporary Road Closure
9am – 7pm Sat 4th June
To allow for set-up &
safe pedestrian access

Saturday 4th June

Towcester Recreation Ground
11am – 5pm
Fun family activities & entertainment
inc. Towcester Studio Band
Stalls & refreshments inc. Tony’s ice
cream van!

Legend
Jubilee events
Footpath
Road closure
River/Brook
Road
Urban Area
Open Area
Public Parking
Private Parking

www.towcester-tc.gov.uk/platinum-jubilee
Visit for more detailed information and to take part or
email towcesterplatinumjubileefayre@gmail.com
21

PROGRAMME
FRIDAY 17TH JUNE
- LUNCHTIME Sponne Musicians
- AFTERNOON Primary School Performances
- EVENING Tadd Newton & Friends
Songbirds

Midsummer Music Festival Will Celebrate
Twenty Years of Musical Entertainment In Towcester
Profits from the festival go to the
Town Mayor's charities: Cynthia
Spencer Hospice and local youth
groups.
We are eternally grateful to many
local businesses and individuals who
sponsor this event, enabling us to
put on a good show. You can still
sponsor us by getting in touch via
enquiries@towcester-tc.org.uk
You can also support us while
shopping online at Amazon at no
additional cost to you. Search for

The Midsummer Music Festival

has been providing fun and musical
entertainment in the heart of the
town since 2003. This June sees in
the 20th festival after two years of
virtual performances.

Hosted by the Rotary Club of
Towcester and the Towcester &
District Lions Club, musical artistes,
young through to the young-at-heart,
will perform in community venues,
with everything from choral to jazz
and brass to piano.

‘Towcester Midsummer
Music Festival’

Pop, Rock & Tribute Bands
Various locations throughout town

SATURDAY 18TH JUNE
- AFTERNOON Studio Band for Armed Forces Day *

- EVENING 7pm Official opening by Town Mayor
with Towcester Studio Band

Market Square
Rock ChoirTM
WhirlyGig
Lincoln Noel

Towcester Choral Society
Towcester Studio Band
Fawsley Singers
TVBF Band
& more!
Pop, Rock & Tribute Bands
Various locations throughout town
10:30pm Fireworks

Watermeadows

View festival details online at
www.towcester-tc.gov.uk/
midsummer-music

SUNDAY 19TH JUNE
- AFTERNOON Songs of Praise
Party in the Beer Garden

Town centre bars and pubs also join
in the festivities, hosting their own
musical entertainment of popular
rock, pop and tribute bands.

at Towcester Mill Brewery
For full details see the printed programme
Admission to community venues
by programme only

As well as conducting the opening
ceremony, the Town Mayor, who
acts as Master of Ceremonies
throughout the whole weekend, will
officially open the event at 7pm on
the Market Square and close
Saturday night’s entertainment with a
traditional fireworks display.

Adults £7.00
Concessions £5.00
Family £18.00
available from Towcester Town Council,
Colemans Stationers or Towcester Museum

Programme may be subject
to last-minute changes
TOWCESTER & DISTRICT
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* By invitation only. Contact dreedsfm@sky.com

ƐĞǀĞƌĂůŵŽƌĞ͘ŶĚŵĂŶǇŽĨƚŚĞƐĞŚĂĚƚŽ
ďĞƉĂŝĚ͘^Ž͕>ŽŢƐĂŶĚ/ĂŶĚŽƵƌŚĞůƉĞƌƐĚŝĚ
ůĞĂĨůĞƚĚƌŽƉƐĂƌŽƵŶĚƚŚĞƚŽǁŶĂŶĚŶĞĂƌďǇ
ǀŝůůĂŐĞƐ͕ǁĂŝƚŝŶŐŝŶǀĂŝŶĨŽƌĂĚǀĂŶĐĞƚŝĐŬĞƚ
ƐĂůĞƐƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽůĞŵĂŶƐ^ƚĂƚŝŽŶĞƌƐ͘ǀĞŶ
ŽŶƚŚĞĨŝŶĂůŵŽƌŶŝŶŐ͕ĚĞƐƉĞƌĂƚĞĂƚƚĞŵƉƚƐ
ǁĞƌĞŵĂĚĞƚŽƐĞůůƚŝĐŬĞƚƐŽŶƚŚĞDĂƌŬĞƚ
^ƋƵĂƌĞ͘tŝƚŚĂůŵŽƐƚŶŽĂĚǀĂŶĐĞƚŝĐŬĞƚ
ƐĂůĞƐƐĞĐƵƌĞĚ͕ĂĨŝŶĂŶĐŝĂůďůĂĐŬŚŽůĞ
ůŽŽŵĞĚ͘

How It All Began
KŶĂďĂůŵǇĞǀĞŶŝŶŐŝŶϮϬϬϮ͕ŵǇǁŝĨĞ͕>ŽŢƐ
ĂŶĚ/ǁĞƌĞŝŶƚŚĞ^ŽƵƚŚŽĨ&ƌĂŶĐĞ͕ƐƚĂǇŝŶŐ
ĂƚĂŚŽƵƐĞŽŶƚŚĞĞĚŐĞŽĨ&ŝŐĂŶŝğƌĞƐ͘dŚĞ
ǀŝůůĂŐĞ͕ǁĞůůŝŶůĂŶĚĂŶĚŶŽƚĂƚŽƵƌŝƐƚ
ĚĞƐƚŝŶĂƚŝŽŶ͕ǁĂƐŝŶƚŚĞĞĂƐƚĞƌŶƉĂƌƚŽĨ
WƌŽǀĞŶĐĞ͘tĞůŽǀĞĚƚŚĞƉůĂĐĞĂŶĚŚĂĚ
ďĞĞŶĐŽŵŝŶŐŚĞƌĞĨŽƌƐĞǀĞƌĂůǇĞĂƌƐ͕ďƵƚ
ƚŚĂƚŶŝŐŚƚ͕ϮϭƐƚ:ƵŶĞ͕ƐĞĞŵĞĚĚŝĨĨĞƌĞŶƚ
ƐŽŵĞŚŽǁ͘,ĞĂƌŝŶŐĂŵĞĚůĞǇŽĨŵƵƐŝĐ
ĐŽŵŝŶŐĨƌŽŵƚŚĞĐĞŶƚƌĞ͕ǁĞƐƚƌŽůůĞĚ
ƚŽǁĂƌĚƐƚŚĞĨĞƐƚŝǀŝƚŝĞƐƚŽƐĞĞǁŚĂƚǁĂƐ
ŚĂƉƉĞŶŝŶŐ͘
/ƚǁĂƐĂŵĂǌŝŶŐ͊dŚĞǁŚŽůĞǀŝůůĂŐĞǁĂƐ
ĂďůĂǌĞǁŝƚŚůŝŐŚƚƐĂŶĚŵƵƐŝĐ͘dŚĞƌĞǁĞƌĞ
ŐƌĂŶĚƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ͕ƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ͕ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͕ĂŶĚ
ŐƌĂŶĚĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͕ĂůůŚĂƉƉǇƚŽďĞƉĂƌƚŽĨƚŚŝƐ
ŚĞĂƌƚͲǁĂƌŵŝŶŐĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇĞǀĞŶƚ͘ŶĚ
ŵƵƐŝĐŽĨĞǀĞƌǇŐĞŶƌĞǁĂƐĞǀĞƌǇǁŚĞƌĞ͘
dŚĞƌĞǁĞƌĞĞŝŐŚƚĞĞŶƉĞƌĨŽƌŵŝŶŐŐƌŽƵƉƐ
ĂůƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ͘tŚĂƚĂŶĂĐŚŝĞǀĞŵĞŶƚĨŽƌĂ
ǀŝůůĂŐĞǁŝƚŚĂƉŽƉƵůĂƚŝŽŶĂƌŽƵŶĚŽŶĞͲƚŚŝƌĚ
of Towcester’s!
tĞŐŽƚĂŐůĂƐƐŽĨǁŝŶĞĂŶĚĂĐƌġƉĞĞĂĐŚ͕
ƐĂƚŽŶĂďĞŶĐŚ͕ĂŶĚǁĂƚĐŚĞĚĂůůƚŚŽƐĞ
ŚĂƉƉǇĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ͘>ŽŢƐƚƵƌŶĞĚƚŽŵĞĂŶĚƐĂŝĚ͕
‘Wouldn’t it be wonderful to have this in
Towcester?’ But that seemed impossible.
/Ŷ&ƌĂŶĐĞ͕ĂŶĚŽƚŚĞƌƐŽƵƚŚĞƌŶƵƌŽƉĞĂŶ
ĐŽƵŶƚƌŝĞƐ͕ƚŚĞƐƚĂƚĞŚĂĚƉƌŽŵŽƚĞĚƚŚŝƐ
DŝĚƐƵŵŵĞƌEŝŐŚƚĞǀĞŶƚ͕ĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐŝŶŐ
ůŽĐĂůŵƵƐŝĐŝĂŶƐĂŶĚĂƌƚŝƐƚƐƚŽĚŽŶĂƚĞƚŚĞŝƌ
ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐĨƌĞĞůǇ͘ŶĚŽĨĐŽƵƌƐĞ͕ůŽĐĂů
ďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐĐůƵďƐĂŶĚƚŽƵƌŝƐƚďƵƌĞĂƵƐŐĂǀĞ
ĞŶƚŚƵƐŝĂƐƚŝĐƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ͘zĞƐ͕ĞǀĞŶǀŝůůĂŐĞƐ
ŚĂĚƚŚĞŝƌŽǁŶƵƌĞĂƵĚĞdŽƵƌŝƐŵe ‒ how
ĚŝĨĨĞƌĞŶƚĨƌŽŵƚŚĞh<͊
,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ĞǀĞŶƚŚŽƵŐŚŽƵƌĐůŝŵĂƚĞ
couldn’t guaranteeĂĨŝŶĞŶŝŐŚƚ͕ƚŚĞƌĞ
ŵŝŐŚƚũƵƐƚďĞĂǁĂǇƚŽŵĂŬĞƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐ
ůŝŬĞƚŚŝƐŚĂƉƉĞŶŝŶdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ… 

/ŶƉƌŝůϮϬϬϯ͕/ďĞĐĂŵĞdŽǁŶDĂǇŽƌĂŶĚ͕
ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌǁŝƚŚ>ŽŢƐĂŶĚĂĨĞǁŚĞůƉĞƌƐ͕ǁĞ
ďĞŐĂŶĂƌĂĐĞĂŐĂŝŶƐƚƚŝŵĞƚŽƉƵƚƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ
a charity event, ‘Midsummer Music in
Towcester’. As the English weather was
ůŝŬĞůǇƚŽďĞƵŶƌĞůŝĂďůĞ͕ŝƚǁĂƐŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇƚŽ
ĨŝŶĚƵŶĚĞƌĐŽǀĞƌǀĞŶƵĞƐǁŝƚŚŝŶƌĞĂƐŽŶĂďůǇ
ĐůŽƐĞǁĂůŬŝŶŐĚŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ͘>ƵĐŬŝůǇ͕ƚŚŝƐǁĂƐ
ƉŽƐƐŝďůĞǁŝƚŚĐŽƐƚͲĨƌĞĞƉĞƌŵŝƐƐŝŽŶƐĨƌŽŵ
^ƚ>ĂǁƌĞŶĐĞŚƵƌĐŚ͕^ƉŽŶŶĞ^ĐŚŽŽů͕
^ĂĨĞǁĂǇ^ƚŽƌĞƐ͕ƚŚĞdŽǁŶ,Ăůů͕ƚŚĞ
DĞƚŚŽĚŝƐƚŚƵƌĐŚ͕ƚŚĞŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇĞŶƚƌĞ͕
ĂŶĚƚŚĞĂƚŚŽůŝĐŚƵƌĐŚ͘dŚĞŵŽŶĞǇͲ
ŵĂŬŝŶŐŝĚĞĂǁĂƐƚŽƐĞůůƚŝĐŬĞƚƐƚŚĂƚǁŽƵůĚ
ŐŝǀĞĂĚŵŝƐƐŝŽŶƚŽĞǀĞƌǇǀĞŶƵĞ͕ĨŽƌĂƐůŽŶŐ
ŽƌĂƐƐŚŽƌƚĂƚŝŵĞĂƐƚŚĞŚŽůĚĞƌǁĂŶƚĞĚ͘/Ĩ
ĂůůǁĞŶƚǁĞůů͕ƚŝĐŬĞƚƌĞĐĞŝƉƚƐĂŶĚ
ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞƐĂůĞƐǁŽƵůĚƉĂǇĨŽƌƚŚĞ
ŵƵƐŝĐŝĂŶƐĂŶĚƚŚĞƌĞǁŽƵůĚďĞĂƐƵƌƉůƵƐ
ĨŽƌĐŚĂƌŝƚǇ͘
ƐŵĂůůŐƌŽƵƉũŽŝŶĞĚŵĞĂŶĚ>ŽŢƐƚŽ
ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚƚŚĞƉƌŽũĞĐƚ͘WƌŽŵŝŶĞŶƚǁĞƌĞWĞƚĞƌ
^ƚƌĂƚƚŽŶ͕ǁŚŽƐĞƐŽŶƐŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĞĚƚŚĞ
firework display ‒ and still do ‒ and
ŶĚƌĞǁtŝůďǇŽĨdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌĞůůƌŝŶŐĞƌƐ͘
,ĞůƉĨƵůĨĂǀŽƵƌƐǁĞƌĞĐĂůůĞĚŝŶƚŽŽ͕
ƉĂƌƚŝĐƵůĂƌůǇĨƌŽŵƚŚĞůĂƚĞůĂŶ:ĂĐŽďŝŽĨ
hŶƵƐƵĂůZŝŐŐŝŶŐĂƚƵŐďƌŽŬĞ͕ǁŚŽ
ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚĐƌĂƐŚďĂƌƌŝĞƌƐďĞƐŝĚĞtĂƚůŝŶŐ
^ƚƌĞĞƚŽŶƚŚĞDĂƌŬĞƚ^ƋƵĂƌĞ‒ and a
ŚĞůŝƵŵͲĨŝůůĞĚďĂůůŽŽŶůŝƚďǇƐĞĂƌĐŚůŝŐŚƚ͘dŚĞ
ŝƌĂĚĞƚƐĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚĞĚŵĂƌƐŚĂůƐĨŽƌƚŚĞ
ĞǀĞŶƚƐ͘ŶĞŶĚƵƌŝŶŐĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚŝŽŶĐĂŵĞ
ĨƌŽŵdǁŽ&ĂĐĞƐĞƐŝŐŶ͕ǁŚĞƌĞdƌĞǀĂŶĚ
ƌŝƐĐtĂƌĚůĞĚĞǀŝƐĞĚƚŚĞDŝĚƐƵŵŵĞƌ
DƵƐŝĐůŽŐŽƚŚĂƚŝƐƐƚŝůůƵƐĞĚƚŽĚĂǇ͘
dŚĞĨŝƌƐƚĞǀĞŶƚŚĂĚƚĂůĞŶƚĞĚƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĞƌƐ
ĨƌŽŵ^ƉŽŶŶĞ^ĐŚŽŽů͕dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ^ƚƵĚŝŽ
ĂŶĚ͕dĂĚEĞǁƚŽŶ’Ɛ:Ăǌǌ&ƌŝĞŶĚƐ͕ƚŚĞ
evening’s keyboard star, >ŝŶĐŽůŶEŽĞů;ƚŚĞ
ůŽŶŐĞƐƚƐĞƌǀŝŶŐŽĨĂůůƚŚĞŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂů
ŵƵƐŝĐŝĂŶƐͿ͕dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌŚŽƌĂů^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ͕
&ŝŽƌĞDƵƐŝĐĂůĞ͕ĂŵĂƚĞƵƌƌŽĐŬŐƌŽƵƉƐĂŶĚ

23

ƐŝƚŚĂƉƉĞŶĞĚ͕ĨĂƚĞǁĂƐŬŝŶĚ͘dŚĞĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ
ŽĨ^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇϮϭƐƚ:ƵŶĞϮϬϬϯǁĂƐǁŝŶĚůĞƐƐ͕
ǁĂƌŵĂŶĚĚƌǇ͕ĂŶĚƐƚĂƌůŝƚ͕ƉƵƚƚŝŶŐ
ĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞŝƐĂĨĞƐƚŝǀĞŵŽŽĚ͘ŶĚƚŚĞ
ƉĞŽƉůĞŽĨƚŚĞƚŽǁŶƐŚŽǁĞĚƵƉŝŶĚƌŽǀĞƐ͘
^ŵŝůŝŶŐĨĂĐĞƐǁĞƌĞĞǀĞƌǇǁŚĞƌĞ͖ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ
ĂŶĚŶĞŝŐŚďŽƵƌƐƚƵƌŶĞĚŽƵƚŝŶŚĂƉƉǇ
ŐƌŽƵƉƐ͘tŚĞŶƚŚĞƚĂůůǇǁĂƐĚŽŶĞƚŚĞŶĞǆƚ
ĚĂǇ͕ĂƌŽƵŶĚϭϱϬϬƚŝĐŬĞƚƐŚĂĚďĞĞŶƐŽůĚ
ĂŶĚƚŚĞƌĞǁĂƐĂĚĚŝƚŝŽŶĂůŝŶĐŽŵĞĨƌŽŵ
ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞƐ͘ĨƚĞƌƉĂǇŝŶŐĞǆƉĞŶƐĞƐ͕
ƐĞǀĞƌĂůƚŚŽƵƐĂŶĚƉŽƵŶĚƐǁĞƌĞĚŽŶĂƚĞĚƚŽ
ƚŚĞ^ĂǀĞƚŚĞŚŝůĚƌĞŶĨƵŶĚ͘
,ĂƉƉŝůǇ͕ƚŚĞDŝĚƐƵŵŵĞƌDƵƐŝĐĨĞƐƚŝǀĂůŝŶ
dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌŚĂƐďĞĞŶŚĞůĚĂŶŶƵĂůůǇĂŶĚ
ƉƌŽŵŽƚĞĚďǇƐƵĐĐĞƐƐŝǀĞƚŽǁŶŵĂǇŽƌƐ͕
with the town’s innkeepers arranging
ŵƵƐŝĐĂůĞǀĞŶƚƐƚŽŽ͘
ƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĞƉĂŶĚĞŵŝĐ͕ƐŬŝůĨƵůůǇĐƌĞĂƚĞĚ
ǀŝƌƚƵĂůĐĞůĞďƌĂƚŝŽŶƐŬĞƉƚƚŚĞƚƌĂĚŝƚŝŽŶ
ĂůŝǀĞ͘
This year’s live event ŽǀĞƌƚŚĞǁĞĞŬĞŶĚŽĨ
ϭϳƚŚƚŽϭϵƚŚ:ƵŶĞŵĂƌŬƐƚŚĞƚǁĞŶƚŝĞƚŚ
ĂŶŶŝǀĞƌƐĂƌǇĂŶĚǁŝůůďĞƚƌƵůǇŵĞŵŽƌĂďůĞ͘
Don’t miss it!

Geoffrey Iley

&ŽƵŶĚĞƌŽĨdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌDŝĚƐƵŵŵĞƌDƵƐŝĐ
&ĞƐƚŝǀĂůĂŶĚ&ŽƌŵĞƌdŽǁŶDĂǇŽƌ

SILVERSTONE BIRDIE WALK
Distance:

5.7 miles

Surface:

Varied

Difficulty:

Moderate

Dog Friendly:

No

Approx time:

2h 40m

Approx Steps:

12,000

Northamptonshire offers a surprising
variety of landscapes from the rolling
hills in the north, to the scenic vistas
and amazing woodlands in the south.
If you add the Grand Union Canal
with its many towpaths and quaint little villages,
that are secreted in history, it is no wonder that they
call this county the “Hidden Cotswolds”.
We call this the “Birdie” walk as the map is
shaped like a bird. If you enjoy a bit of Strava art
then this is a nice one for the collection. Please
park in the local area (use side streets) and then
make your way to the start of the walk, which
commences from St Michaels Church, Stocks
Hill, Silverstone, Towcester NN12 8UW.

Download this walk, complete with turn-by-turn photos
at: www.adventuregeek.co.uk/ag66

THE ROUTE
With the church behind you, turn left, heading away from
the pub and making your way down Little London Road
(isn’t that a cute name for a road?). When you reach the
white house on the corner, near the dog poo bin and no
footway sign, turn left and follow the footpath. You will
shortly cross a little stream. Go through the kissing gate
turn slightly left (approx 10 o’clock angle). There are
often cows in this field. Continue past the metal gate
towards the little bridge at the end of the field. Turn left
after the bridge towards the playing fields. After the
playing field you will reach the main road. Turn right and
follow the road until you reach Silverstone Farm. Turn
left into Bucknell Woods. At this point you will continue
straight for a good section of the walk (see map). When
you reach the top of Bucknell Woods, turn right. This
section is lovely and you will often see deer roaming the
woods. Eventually, you will emerge onto a bridleway,
where you turn left and make your way through the
gates an into open fields. This is where the geocache is
hidden in a brick. Climb up the hill, then turn left and
make your way across open fields. See if you can spot
a red tailed kite on this section. When you descend into
the small village of Abthorpe you will have drawn the
second wing of your bird on the map. Cross the stile
next to the gate following the footpath sign. We are now
starting our return journey to Silverstone. Following the
footpath signs (or the photo by photo instructions on the
AG map), you will cross numerous fields with sheep,
cows and horses. When you reach the horses you are
about to draw the bird’s head on your map and 5 miles
will have been completed. Eventually, you will find
yourself in the same field where you saw your first set
of cows. From here, make your way back to the start.
(Photo turn-by-turn instructions and GPX files are
available in the map download).

PHOTO CHALLENGE
For each Adventure Geek walk we challenge you to,
take a photo and upload it to Facebook, Twitter or
Instagram using the hashtag #AGPhotoChallenge
Your challenge, should you choose to accept it is to find
a hidden geocache in a brick, a tree in a fence and a
selfie with a horse.

Check out our latest guided walks:
https://adventuregeek.co.uk/events
Download more self-guided walks:
https://www.adventuregeek.co.uk/walks-to-download
Contact: Julia Doherty – 07855 522027
or email julia@adventuregeek.co.uk for more information.
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Towcester Museum
is looking for more
volunteers to join
their friendly team
To show our appreciation for
all their hard work and
dedication, the museum is
proud to continue its valued
volunteer campaign by sharing
a series of volunteer profiles.
Towcester Museum would not
exist without the support of its
volunteers. They are far more
than friendly faces or local
history buffs – they are
fascinating people with a story
to tell.
The museum currently has
around forty members of
volunteer staff, but they are
always looking for more people
to join the volunteer scheme. We
wanted to give you the chance to
get to know some of our current
volunteers and provide an
insight into their lives in and out
of the museum.

“I’m very passionate about the
history of Towcester and I have a
true appreciation for the beauty
in old things, especially local
buildings. My all-time favourite
building was the art deco cinema
which opened in 1939, but it was
sadly demolished in 1984 to
make way for the building of
Richmond Court. I also think the
Towcester workhouse has a
fascinating past and I’m pleased
that it has been converted quite
sympathetically.”
David believes that it’s very
important for the younger
generation to get involved with
the local history and is often
asked to put his acting skills to
the test by dressing as a Roman
for the museum’s educational
visits.

Let’s begin with amateur
dramatics enthusiast and
sports lover David Riecken
“I think the work that we do with
local schools and clubs is
fantastic! The kids are so
enthusiastic, and I find the whole
experience very rewarding. I
have also been a mentor figure
for some of the younger
volunteers we’ve had through the
doors and I’m proud to have
helped them learn new skills and
build their confidence.”
David has been volunteering at
the museum since it first opened
in 2012. He provided an
invaluable pair of helping hands
during the conversion of the
Whitehorse Inn stables to create
the magnificent museum and gift
shop it is today.
David said, “My favourite thing
about volunteering at the
museum is interacting with the
public and speaking to different
visitors each week – most of the
time I can teach them a thing or
two about local history, but I
almost always learn something
new myself.”

“Outside of the museum I have
always loved playing sports. I’m
retired now, so I don’t play
football anymore, but I enjoy a
good round of golf and getting
outside. My favourite walk at the
moment is through Hulcote to
Easton Neston Church. I think
it’s amazing to see Towcester
growing and changing year on
year.”

Next, we introduce you to
Rachel Dando L’Olive a
French history fanatic, who
has been volunteering at
the museum since 2019

Medieval French history and my
biggest heroine is Eleanor of
Aquitaine who was the Queen of
both France and England in the
12th century. I have always been
inspired by powerful women in
history such as Joan of Arc,
Queen Elizabeth I and Boudicca
who is also a huge figure at
Towcester Museum.”
We hope you enjoyed reading
our volunteer profiles. To find
out more about the volunteering
opportunities available at
Towcester Museum, pop-in and
speak to a member of our
friendly team. Alternatively, you
can call us on 01327 352662.

Rachel said, “I studied a degree
in history, and it was my first
real passion which is what
attracted me to Towcester
Museum in the first place. I think
it’s remarkable that many
artefacts in the museum were
found in and around Towcester,
so with every new piece that’s
added to the exhibition we are
learning something new about
the place we live in.”

The museum is looking forward
to taking part in a series of
exciting events over the coming
months, including the Towcester
Platinum Jubilee Fayre on
Saturday, 4 June. Join us to
celebrate the Queen’s historic
milestone of 70 years in service
with free entry to the museum’s
exhibitions and fun crown
making craft activities for
children. The creator of the best
crown is sure to win the Kings
and Queens fancy dress
competition at the fayre.

“I love learning about the past,
but you don’t have to be a history
buff to volunteer. I enjoy
speaking to new visitors and I
especially like meeting people
who have just moved into
Towcester, so I can tell them
about all our little town has to
offer. The other volunteers are
very friendly, and we always
have a laugh. There is such a
variety of different people in the
volunteer scheme, and I love
having such diverse
interactions.”
“I’ve also had the opportunity to
be involved in several museum
events including the Victorian
Christmas and educational
workshops. The school visits are
so much fun - I love engaging
with the children and every visit
is different. My favourite
workshop to deliver is on Roman
fashion, where the children get to
dress up in period costume. They
really enjoy it!”
“Outside of volunteering, I’m
currently studying French in the
evenings to improve my language
skills. I’m really interested in
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Follow Towcester Museum on
Facebook and Instagram to
keep up to date with the latest
news and events.

Fresh local veg delivered from
farm to your door within 24 hours
Enjoy a seasonal selection of delicious farm-fresh
vegetables delivered to your door, sourced from
local farms to ensure maximum freshness.

Four different
box options
Call Sue on:

01908 543008 / 07922 134915
Order online at:

www.moorgatefarm.co.uk
Email: moorgatefarm@gmail.com
Bespoke orders taken, none too large
or too small, just give us a call!
Moorgate Farm | Moorend Road | Potterspury
Towcester | Northants NN12 7QG
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dKt^dZΘ/^dZ/d>K>,/^dKZz^K/dz
ĞǇŽŶĚŽƵƌϰϬƚŚďŝƌƚŚĚĂǇ
KE'Zdh>d/KE^͊zŽƵĂƌĞĂdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ͕ǁŚŝĐŚŵĞĂŶƐǇŽƵůŝǀĞŝŶŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞŽůĚĞƐƚ
ƚŽǁŶƐŝŶEŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶƐŚŝƌĞ͕ƚƌĂĐŝŶŐŝƚƐŚŝƐƚŽƌǇďĂĐŬƚŽǁĞůůďĞĨŽƌĞƚŚĞZŽŵĂŶŽĐĐƵƉĂƚŝŽŶ͘
ůƚŚŽƵŐŚďŽĂƐƚŝŶŐĂƌŝĐŚƚĂƉĞƐƚƌǇŽĨŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ
ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚ͕ŝƚĚŽĞƐŶŽƚĂƉƉĞĂƌƐŽĂƚĨŝƌƐƚŐůĂŶĐĞ
ŽǁŝŶŐƚŽĐŚĂŶŐĞƐŝŶƚŚĞĨĂĕĂĚĞƐŽĨŵĂŶǇŽĨ
ƚŚĞďƵŝůĚŝŶŐƐ͖ǁĞůůŽǀĞƌŚĂůĨŽĨƚŚŽƐĞĂƌŽƵŶĚ
ƚŚĞŵĂƌŬĞƚƐƋƵĂƌĞŚŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ǁĞƌĞďƵŝůƚ
ďĞĨŽƌĞϭϳϱϬ͘

&ŽƌƚǇǇĞĂƌƐĂŐŽ͕ƚŚĞdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌĂŶĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ
>ŽĐĂů,ŝƐƚŽƌǇ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ;d>,^Ϳ͕ǁĂƐĐƌĞĂƚĞĚďǇ
ĂŐƌŽƵƉŽĨĞŶƚŚƵƐŝĂƐƚƐŚĂǀŝŶŐĂǁŝĚĞƌĂŶŐĞŽĨ
ŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂůŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚƐŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐĂƌĐŚĂĞŽůŽŐŝĐĂů
ƐƵƌǀĞǇƐ͕ŝŶĚƵƐƚƌŝĂůĂƌĐŚĂĞŽůŽŐǇŽĨƚŚĞĂƌĞĂ͕
ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇŽĨƉĂƌƚŝĐƵůĂƌƉĂƌƚƐŽĨƚŚĞƚŽǁŶ͕ƚŚĞ
ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇŽĨĞĚƵĐĂƚŝŽŶĂŶĚŽĨƚŚĞƐĐŚŽŽůƐ͕
ŐĞŽŐƌĂƉŚŝĐĂůĂƐƉĞĐƚƐŽĨƚŚĞĂƌĞĂĂŶĚ
ƉĂƌƚŝĐƵůĂƌďƵŝůĚŝŶŐƐ͘dŚĞĂŝŵƐŽĨƚŚĞƐŽĐŝĞƚǇ
ŶŽǁĂƌĞĂƐƚŚĞǇǁĞƌĞƚŚĞŶ͕ƚŽƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚĂůů
ĨĂĐĞƚƐŽĨƚŚĞŚŝƐƚŽƌǇŽĨdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͕ƚŚĞŶƚŽ
ƌĞĐŽƌĚĂŶĚƉƵďůŝĐŝƐĞƚŚŽƐĞĚŝƐĐŽǀĞƌŝĞƐĨŽƌ
ĨƵƚƵƌĞŐĞŶĞƌĂƚŝŽŶƐ͘/ƚŝƐǀŝƚĂůƚŚĂƚƚŚŝƐƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ
ĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞƐ͕ƉĂƌƚŝĐƵůĂƌůǇĂƐdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌŝƐŶŽǁ
ĞǆƉĂŶĚŝŶŐĂƚĂƌĂƚĞŵĂŶǇƚŝŵĞƐŐƌĞĂƚĞƌƚŚĂŶ
ĞǀĞƌďĞĨŽƌĞĂŶĚƚŚĞƌĞŝƐĂƌŝƐŬƚŚĂƚŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ
ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐĂůŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶŵĂǇďĞďƵƌŝĞĚŽƌ
ĚĞƐƚƌŽǇĞĚ͘
dŚŝƐŝƐǁŚĞƌĞzKhŵĂǇďĞĂďůĞƚŽ
ŵĂŬĞĂĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚŝŽŶďǇũŽŝŶŝŶŐ
ƚŚĞƐŽĐŝĞƚǇĂŶĚŚĞůƉŝŶŐƚŽ
ĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞŝƚƐĂŝŵƐ͘
dĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ͗ǇŽƵĐĂŶĂĐĐĞƐƐŽƵƌǁĞĂůƚŚŽĨ
ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶŽŶƚŚĞŚŝƐƚŽƌǇŽĨdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌƚŽ
ƵƐĞŝŶǇŽƵƌůĞƐƐŽŶƐƚŽŝŶƐƉŝƌĞůŽĐĂůŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚŝŶ
ƚŚĞǇŽƵŶŐĞƌŐĞŶĞƌĂƚŝŽŶ͘
ƌĐŚŝƚĞĐƚƐŽƌ^ƵƌǀĞǇŽƌƐ͗ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚĞǇŽƵƌƐŬŝůůƐ
ĂŶĚĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞƚŽĞǆƉůŽƌĞƚŚĞďƵŝůĚŝŶŐƐĂŶĚ
ĂĚǀĂŶĐĞŽƵƌŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ͘
ƌĐŚĂĞŽůŽŐŝƐƚƐ͗ƚŚĞĂƌĞĂƐǁŝƚŚŝŶĂŶĚĂƌŽƵŶĚ
dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌĂƌĞĨƵůůŽĨƚŚĞƌĞŵĂŝŶƐĨƌŽŵ
ǀĂƌŝŽƵƐƉĞƌŝŽĚƐŝŶŝƚƐŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ͘
ŽǇŽƵŚĂǀĞĂŶŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚŝŶdƌĂĚĞƐĂŶĚƌĂĨƚ͕
DŝůŝƚĂƌǇ,ŝƐƚŽƌǇŽƌ^ŽĐŝĂů,ŝƐƚŽƌǇ͍dŚĞƐŽĐŝĞƚǇ
ĂůƌĞĂĚǇŚĂƐĂǁĞĂůƚŚŽĨůŽĐĂůŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ
ĐŽǀĞƌŝŶŐƚŚĞƐĞƚŽƉŝĐƐ͕ƐŽŚĞůƉŝƐĂƚŚĂŶĚƚŽ
ƚĂŬĞƚŚĞƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚĨƵƌƚŚĞƌ͖ƚŚĞƌĞŝƐƐƚŝůůƐŽ
ŵƵĐŚŵŽƌĞƚŽůĞĂƌŶ͘

tĞůĐŽŵĞ͊ǀĞŶŝĨǇŽƵũƵƐƚǁĂŶƚƚŽĂƚƚĞŶĚ
ƐŽŵĞŽĨŽƵƌŵŽŶƚŚůǇƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƚŝŽŶƐĂƐĂŶŽŶͲ
ŵĞŵďĞƌ;ĨŽƌĂƐŵĂůůĐŚĂƌŐĞĂƚƚŚĞĚŽŽƌͿǇŽƵ
ǁŝůůďĞǀĞƌǇǁĞůĐŽŵĞĂŶĚŵĂǇďĞĂƐǇŽƵƌ
ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚŐƌŽǁƐ͕ǇŽƵǁŝůůǁŝƐŚƚŽũŽŝŶ;ŽŶůǇάϭϬ
ĂŶŶƵĂůůǇͿĂŶĚĞǀĞŶƚƵĂůůǇƚĂŬĞĂŵŽƌĞĂĐƚŝǀĞ
ƉĂƌƚ͘ƐĂŵĞŵďĞƌ͕ǇŽƵǁŝůůĂůƐŽƌĞĐĞŝǀĞŽƵƌ
ƋƵĂƌƚĞƌůǇŶĞǁƐůĞƚƚĞƌ͘ƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĞƉĂŶĚĞŵŝĐ͕
ǁĞŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶŚŽůĚŝŶŐŽƵƌŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƐĂŶĚ
ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƚŝŽŶƐƚŚƌŽƵŐŚǌŽŽŵ͕ďƵƚďǇƚŚĞƚŝŵĞ
ǇŽƵƌĞĂĚƚŚŝƐ͕ǁĞŚŽƉĞƚŽďĞďĂĐŬƚŽ
ŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƐŝŶƉĞƌƐŽŶǁŝƚŚƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƚŝŽŶƐĂƚƚŚĞ
^ĂǁƉŝƚĞŶƚƌĞ͕ƐŝŵƵůƚĂŶĞŽƵƐůǇǁŝƚŚĂǌŽŽŵ
ĐŽŶŶĞĐƚŝŽŶ͘


hWKD/E'dKW/^
ϭϭDĂǇϮϬϮϮ
“By their Dress Divided ͲZŽǇĂůŝƐƚŽƌ
Parliamentarian”ǁŝƚŚWĂƚƌŝĐŝĂ,ĞĞĚ
/ƚǁĂƐƚŚŽƵŐŚƚƚŚĂƚǇŽƵĐŽƵůĚĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞ
ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌĂƉĞƌƐŽŶǁĂƐĂZŽǇĂůŝƐƚŽƌ
WĂƌůŝĂŵĞŶƚĂƌŝĂŶďǇƚŚĞĐůŽƚŚĞƐƚŚĞǇǁŽƌĞ͘
WƵƌŝƚĂŶƐǁŽƌĞďůĂĐŬĂŶĚǁŚŝƚĞ–didn’t
ƚŚĞǇ͍&ŽůůŽǁŝŶŐƚŚĞƌĞŐŝĐŝĚĞŽĨŚĂƌůĞƐ/͕
ůĂǁƐǁĞƌĞŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐĞĚďǇWĂƌůŝĂŵĞŶƚ
ŐŽǀĞƌŶŝŶŐĂůůĂƐƉĞĐƚƐŽĨĚƌĞƐƐĂŶĚ
ŵŽƌĂůŝƚǇ͕ǁŚŝĐŚůĞĚƚŽĂŐĞŶĞƌĂů
ƐŝŵƉůŝĨŝĐĂƚŝŽŶŽĨĂůůĐůŽƚŚŝŶŐĂŶĚ
‘pragmatic dress’

Ͳ
ϴ:ƵŶĞϮϬϮϮ
“The Hunting Empress ͲůŝǌĂďĞƚŚŽĨ
Austria”ǁŝƚŚŽůŝŶZŽǁĞ

Excavations exposing the Roman building foundations

KƵƌůĂƚĞƐƚďŽŽŬ͕ĞŶƚŝƚůĞĚ“Exploring
Towcester’s Hidden Histories Ͳa guidebook”͕
ďǇ>'ŝŐŐŝŶƐĂŶĚD,ŽǁĂƌĚ͕ŝƐǁƌŝƚƚĞŶ
ǀĞƌǇŵƵĐŚǁŝƚŚŶĞǁĐŽŵĞƌƐŝŶŵŝŶĚ͕
ĂůƚŚŽƵŐŚǁĞĂƌĞƐƵƌĞůŽŶŐĞƌĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ
ƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐǁŝůůƐƚŝůůĚŝƐĐŽǀĞƌƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐŶĞǁ͊/ƚ
ŝƐĂŶŝĚĞĂůďŽŽŬĨŽƌĂŶǇŽŶĞǁŝƐŚŝŶŐƚŽŚĂǀĞ
ĂŶĞĂƐǇƚŽƌĞĂĚ͕ŝŶĨŽƌŵĞĚŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐƚŝŽŶƚŽƚŚĞ
ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇŽĨdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌĂŶĚŝƐĂũŽŝŶƚƉƵďůŝĐĂƚŝŽŶ
ďĞƚǁĞĞŶdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌĂŶĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ>ŽĐĂů,ŝƐƚŽƌǇ
^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ;d>,^ͿĂŶĚƚŚĞ,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ
^ƵƌǀĞǇŐƌŽƵƉ;,d^Ϳ͘DƵĐŚŽĨƚŚĞĐŽŶƚĞŶƚŝƐ
ďĂƐĞĚŽŶƚŚĞƉĂƐƚĂŶĚƌĞĐĞŶƚǁŽƌŬďǇ
ŵĞŵďĞƌƐŽĨƚŚĞd>,^ĂŶĚ,d^͘tŝƚŚϭϯϮ
ƉĂŐĞƐ͕ƚŚŝƐǁĞůůƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚĞĚĂŶĚĨƵůůǇĐŽůŽƵƌ
ŝůůƵƐƚƌĂƚĞĚďŽŽŬ͕ƌĞǀĞĂůƐƚŚĞƐƚŽƌǇďĞŚŝŶĚ
some of the town’s buildings and sites of
ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚƚŚƌŽƵŐŚĂƐĞƌŝĞƐŽĨŐƵŝĚĞĚ
ǁĂůŬƐŝŶƚŽĂŶĚĂƌŽƵŶĚƚŚĞƚŽǁŶĐĞŶƚƌĞ͘/ƚŝƐ
ƉƌŝĐĞĚĂƚάϭϬ͕ǁŝƚŚĂŶǇĨƵŶĚƐƌĂŝƐĞĚ
ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚŝŶŐƚŚĞǁŽƌŬŽĨƚŚĞƚǁŽ
ŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƚŝŽŶƐ͘/ƚŝƐŶŽǁĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞĂƚŽůĞŵĂŶƐ
;ĐĂƐŚŽŶůǇƉůĞĂƐĞͿ͕dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌDƵƐĞƵŵĂŶĚ
ƚŚĞ>ŝďƌĂƌǇ͘
dŽĨŝŶĚŽƵƚŵŽƌĞĂďŽƵƚũŽŝŶŝŶŐƚŚĞd>,^͕ŝƚƐ
ƉƵďůŝĐĂƚŝŽŶƐĂŶĚƚĂůŬƐ͕ǀŝƐŝƚŽƵƌǁĞďƐŝƚĞ͗
ŚƚƚƉƐ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ŵŬŚĞƌŝƚĂŐĞ͘ŽƌŐ͘ƵŬͬƚĚůŚƐͬ
D,ŽǁĂƌĚ
d>,^ŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞDĞŵďĞƌ
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dŚŝƐŝƐŽĨůŽĐĂůŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚĂƐůŝǌĂďĞƚŚŽĨ
Austria (“Sisi”) ͲƚŚĞƚƌĂŐŝĐƌĞůƵĐƚĂŶƚ
ŵƉƌĞƐƐ–ƌĞŶƚĞĚĂƐƚŽŶEĞƐƚŽŶ,ŽƵƐĞ
ĨŽƌƚŚĞϭϴϳϲŚƵŶƚŝŶŐ^ĞĂƐŽŶĂŶĚŚĞƌ
ƐŝƐƚĞƌ͕ƚŚĞĞǆͲYƵĞĞŶŽĨEĂƉůĞƐ͕ƌĞŶƚĞĚ
WĂƌŬͲsŝĞǁ,ŽƵƐĞŽŶ>ŽŶĚŽŶZŽĂĚ͘

Park View House circa 1860

The talk will tell of Sisi’s escapes from
ŽƵƌƚůŝĨĞ͕ŚĞƌůŽǀĞŽĨŚŽƌƐĞƌŝĚŝŶŐ͕ĨŽǆ
ŚƵŶƚŝŶŐĂŶĚĂĚǀĞŶƚƵƌĞƐŝŶƚŚĞ
EŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶƐŚŝƌĞĐŽƵŶƚƌǇƐŝĚĞ͘

Ͳ
ϭϰ^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌϮϬϮϮ
“Towcester from the air”
ǁŝƚŚdŽŶǇ,ŽǁĂƌĚ
&ŽƌƚŚĞƉĂƐƚϲǇĞĂƌƐŽƌƐŽ͕ĐŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞ
ŵĞŵďĞƌdŽŶǇ,ŽǁĂƌĚŚĂƐďĞĞŶƚĂŬŝŶŐ
ĂĞƌŝĂůƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚƐŽĨdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͕
ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐƚŚĞĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚŽĨ
ƚŚĞƐŽƵƚŚĞƌŶĞǆƚĞŶƐŝŽŶƚŽƚŚĞƚŽǁŶĂŶĚ
ŽƚŚĞƌĐŚĂŶŐĞƐ͘dŚĞƐĞŚĂǀĞƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚŚŝŵ
ǁŝƚŚĂŶŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚŝŶŐǀŝĞǁŽĨƚŚĞǁĂǇƚŚĞ
ƚŽǁŶŚĂƐŐƌŽǁŶŽǀĞƌƚŚĞƉĂƐƚŚƵŶĚƌĞĚ
ǇĞĂƌƐŽƌƐŽ͘dŽŶǇǁŝůůĞǆĂŵŝŶĞƚŚĞƐĞ
ĐŚĂŶŐĞƐďǇǁĂǇŽĨǁŽƌĚƐĂŶĚ
ƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚƐ͘




Choral Society News!
for the choir. Patronages start from £30
annually.
If you don’t want to become a patron, we
also welcome one-off donations to choir
funds.
For further details of the Patronage
Scheme please email the treasurer on
treasurer.jane.tcs@gmail.com

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A
TOWCESTER CHORAL

TCS Rehearsals at The Sawpits Centre

At Towcester Choral Society we’ve been
delighted to perform two concerts postCovid - at Christmas and Easter. Both
were a huge success and enjoyed by
performers and audience alike. We’re
now busy rehearsing for our Summer
Concert which will be held on Saturday
16th July at 7.30pm in St Lawrence’s
Church. The programme will feature
music from popular West End shows
among other items. Save the date and be
sure to get your tickets in good time as
there’s likely to be a high demand.
Further exciting news is the inauguration
of a Towcester Choral Society Patrons
Scheme. Towcester Choral Society has
been part of the local community since it
was founded over 120 years ago. It’s been
through some challenging times, not least
the Covid pandemic, but has managed to
keep going. We are proud of the high

standards we achieve in performance vital to this is the funding to employ a
professional Musical Director and
accompanist/repetiteur.
For performances we also like to employ
professional soloists and orchestral
players. This is costly and isn’t covered by
the money we get from ticket sales. Our
singers are very generous with the
membership subscriptions they pay, but
we need further financial support to
secure our future. The patronage scheme
aims to allow others to show their support
Towcester Choral Society
Summer Concert
7:30pm Saturday 16th July 2022
St Lawrence Church

SOCIETY PATRON


A free ticket for one of our
concerts each year



Reserved seating



Free concert programme



Your

name

programme

in

(unless

the
you

don’t want this)


Invitations to special events
and social activities

Towcester Choral Society
Registered charity no. 1145755

tickets@towcesterchoralsociety.org.uk
membership@towcesterchoralsociety.org.uk

www.towcesterchoralsociety.org.uk

Desperate Times
It is understandable that people feel overwhelmed with despair at the news from
Ukraine. We cannot imagine the fear experienced by those in daily danger for
their lives and for those millions of refugees who are trying to escape the horror
of devastation and destruction. We can, however, take heart at the outpouring
of support from donations, deliveries, funds and pledging to house those in
need. (Steve Challen writes elsewhere of the huge community support being
shown). It is all too easy to think of our own needs before those of others. In
the short Book of Ruth, which is the topic for the Lent Churches Together Bible
Study, we meet Ruth who was both an alien and foreigner in her adopted
country. Escaping from her own country and bereaved along with her mother
in law Naomi, who was also bereaved, they were at the mercy of the people who
received them. For those of you who know the painful but romantic story, it ends
triumphantly with Boaz marrying Ruth and providing a son, Obed, who in turn
has a son, Jesse, father of David and from whom Jesus himself is a descendant.
In this, the shortest book of the Old Testament, God reveals himself to be at
work through the kindness and protection of strangers. We see too the growth
in Ruth as she works hard to provide for her mother in law and herself, literally
gleaning the left over grains from the harvest. We pray and hope for that same
kindness to be evident in us and as we work hard to help others.
Revd Lulu Pelly
On behalf of Churches Together in Towcester
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Compassion Service Responsibility

We have dispensed with our one-way
system, the table is out with biscuits and
coffee, and it is great to once again be able
to talk to people, properly.
At Towcester Foodbank we don’t just
hand out food parcels. We like to try and
help people improve their situation – our
aim is to end food poverty in NN12. So,
we try and understand what our guests are
going through and signpost them to
organisations that may be able to support
them on their journey to a better situation.
That way someone may get to the stage
when they no longer need us. We like to
chat to people and send them away with
a smile on their face, as well as a food
parcel. People often say, “what does
success look like?” - in our case it would
be to have no-one needing the Foodbank.
A registered charity started in 2012 by
Churches Together in Towcester, we are
strongly anchored in the town, well-known
and well-respected. We are nonjudgemental; it doesn’t matter who you are
or where you are from, we will give out
food bags for free, for as long as you need
them.
Did you know there are more Trussell
Foodbanks in the UK than MacDonalds?
And we are one of them. One of the
benefits of being part of Trussell Trust is
that the data we collect whilst processing
our food vouchers is entered on a national

Did you know there
are more Trussell
Foodbanks in the UK
than MacDonalds?

database and used to drive policy change
to make sure no one needs to use a
foodbank. The data is used to help make
the case for changes to the welfare
benefits system that would better protect
people from destitution.
Last year,
evidence from Trussell Trust helped
increase government funding for local
welfare assistance in England and ensured
the £20 uplift to universal credit was
extended a further 6 months from March
2021.
The Help Through Hardship
Helpline set up by Trussell Trusted
reached over 21,000 people last year
increasing their income by ensuring they
were getting the benefits they were
entitled to.
If you’re struggling to afford the basics,
ring the helpline on 08082 082138. It’s
open from 9am to 5pm, Monday to Friday
and you can talk to one of their trained
advisors in the privacy of your own home.
Thank you for supporting Towcester
Foodbank and contributing to the work of
Trussell Trust that helps benefit the wider
population.

Shopping List
Please help local people in crisis
by buying items from the list
below and giving them to the
Towcester foodbank. Thank you!



 Baked beans/spaghetti hoops





 Custard (Tinned)

 Tinned Potato or
 Pasta 500g or smaller
 Rice 1kg or smaller





Towcester foodbank : a great way to support your community

YOUR LOCAL HEART SUPPORT GROUP
Affiliated to the British Heart Foundation

tĞĂƌĞĂĨƌŝĞŶĚůǇĂŶĚŝŶĨŽƌŵĂůŐƌŽƵƉǁŚŽ;ƵƐƵĂůůǇ͊ͿŵĞĞƚŽŶĐĞĂŵŽŶƚŚŝŶdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͘dŚĞŐƌŽƵƉ
ĂŝŵƐƚŽƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĂŶǇŽŶĞŝŶƚŚĞdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌĂƌĞĂǁŚŽŚĂƐĂŚĞĂƌƚĐŽŶĚŝƚŝŽŶ͕ƚŚĞŝƌĨĂŵŝůǇ
ŵĞŵďĞƌƐͬĐĂƌĞƌƐ͕ĂƐǁĞůůĂƐƉĂƌĞŶƚƐŽĨĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶĂŶĚǇŽƵŶŐƉĞŽƉůĞǁŝƚŚĂŚĞĂƌƚĐŽŶĚŝƚŝŽŶ͘
tĞĂƌĞĂǁĂƌĞƚŚĂƚĨŽƌƚŚŽƐĞǁŝƚŚƵŶĚĞƌůǇŝŶŐŚĞĂůƚŚĐŽŶĚŝƚŝŽŶƐ͕ƚŚĞĐƵƌƌĞŶƚƉĂŶĚĞŵŝĐĐĂŶŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ
ĂŶǆŝĞƚǇ͕ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐƚŚŽƐĞǁŝƚŚŚĞĂƌƚͲƌĞůĂƚĞĚĐŽŶĚŝƚŝŽŶƐ͘/ŶĂĚĚŝƚŝŽŶƚŽĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŶŐǇŽƵƌĐŽŶĐĞƌŶƐǁŝƚŚ
ǇŽƵƌ'WŽƌĐĂƌĚŝĂĐĐŽŶƐƵůƚĂŶƚ͕ǇŽƵĐĂŶĂůƐŽĂĐĐĞƐƐƚŚĞƌŝƚŝƐŚ,ĞĂƌƚ&ŽƵŶĚĂƚŝŽŶŶĞǁƐůĞƚƚĞƌĂƚ
ǁǁǁ͘ďŚĨ͘ŽƌŐ͘ƵŬǁŚŝĐŚŝƐĨƵůůŽĨŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚŝŶŐĂŶĚŚĞůƉĨƵůŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ;ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐĂĚǀŝĐĞͬƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ
ƌĞŐĂƌĚŝŶŐKs/ͲϭϵͿ͕ĂŶĚǇŽƵĐĂŶĂůƐŽĂĐĐĞƐƐƚŚĞŝƌΖ,ĞĂƌƚDĂƚƚĞƌƐΖŶĞǁƐůĞƚƚĞƌ͘
,ĞƌĞĂƚdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ,ĞĂƌƚĞĂƚƐ͕ǁĞŚĂǀĞĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞĚƚŽƐƚĂǇŝŶƚŽƵĐŚǁŝƚŚĞĂĐŚŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚŚĂǀĞ
ƌĞĐĞŶƚůǇǁĞůĐŽŵĞĚŶĞǁŵĞŵďĞƌƐŝŶƚŽŽƵƌŐƌŽƵƉ͘ƐƚŚĞůŽĐŬĚŽǁŶƌĞƐƚƌŝĐƚŝŽŶƐĞĂƐĞ͕ǁĞĂůůƌĞŵĂŝŶ
ŚŽƉĞĨƵůƚŚĂƚǁĞǁŝůůďĞĂďůĞƚŽŵĞĞƚΖƉƌŽƉĞƌůǇΖŝŶƚŚĞĐŽŵŝŶŐŵŽŶƚŚƐ͘
/ĨǇŽƵǁŽƵůĚůŝŬĞƚŽŚĂǀĞĂĐŚĂƚĂďŽƵƚŽƵƌŐƌŽƵƉ͕ŽƌƚŽũŽŝŶƵƐ͕ƉůĞĂƐĞĐŽŶƚĂĐƚŵĞŽŶƚŚĞŵŽďŝůĞ
ŶƵŵďĞƌŽƌĞŵĂŝůĂĚĚƌĞƐƐďĞůŽǁ͘

ŶŶŝĞ^ŝŵƉƐŽŶ͕ŚĂŝƌ
ϬϳϱϱϰϭϱϬϴϳϬŽƌŵƌƐĐŚŝŵĐŚŝŵϱϳΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ
ĨĂĐĞďŽŽŬ͘ĐŽŵͬŐƌŽƵƉƐͬϭϭϲϴϮϮϮϲϱϴϬϭϯϮϮ
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Safe At Home
From companionship through to complex care needs
our trusted and highly trained team are by your side,
keeping you safe in your home for longer.
Our visit times range from 30 minutes right up to
live-in care. We offer everything from personal
care to shopping, cleaning or social visits.

Recruitment:
We are looking for professional
and dedicated carers to join our
team in the Towcester area.
Flexible hours available, please
get in touch to find out more.

Contact Us:
01908 299 032
www.bluebirdcare.co.uk/milton-keynes
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Neighbourhood Watch Update Spring 2022
Hello Towcester!
Here we are at the beginning of Spring,
which shows promise of brighter times
ahead. Fingers crossed.
The past two years have been challenging
in
every
way
and
Towcester
Neighbourhood
Watch
has
faced
difficulties too.
We have had too few committee meetings,
and sadly we have lost longstanding and
valued members due to people moving
away from Towcester leaving hard to fill
gaps.

generation, with fresh ideas for an effective
youth presence in the town.

Peter Howard
peter_87@btinternet.com

If you have any ideas for events or other
ways of helping, we would love to hear
from you.

We look forward to meeting you in the
coming year.

For more information on anything
Neighbourhood Watch, please contact:PCSO Charlotte Morris
charlotte.morris@northants.pnn.police.uk

On a positive note, we have been able to
have some constructive meetings with our
local Police force, and particularly with the
lovely Charlotte Morris, our Police
Community Support Officer.
She recently hosted an event at the Town
Hall to recruit new volunteers to our
Streetwatch Group and for residents to
meet some of our local police officers.
We met a very interesting couple who have
volunteered their services, and we are
hopeful that we can attract more members
as the year progresses.
Previously, when many people in the town
had their roots here, and knew their
community well, it was easier to hear what
was happening in and around the town and
local villages. Now, with the town growing
rapidly, and many new families moving
here, we need to try to embrace the still
“smallish country town” atmosphere, share
events, welcome new faces and encourage
involvement, ensuring that our youngsters
can grow up in friendly, safe surroundings,
and that our neighbours and older
residents can also feel safe and connected
to their community.
We hope to come up with some fresh ideas
on how to attract new people to our
Neighbourhood Watch and StreetWatch
groups, both as committee members and
interested parties.
We are particularly keen
representation
from
the

to have
younger
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Best wishes
Carole Rohan
(acting secretary)
www.safertowcester.com

When you need a
family lawyer...

...talk to a family law specialist
Call us today or email
enquiries@hawkinsfamilylaw.co.uk
Divorce & separation
Arrangements for children
Dealing with financial
issues
THE OLD COURT HOUSE
19 MARKET SQUARE
STONY STRATFORD
MK11 1BE

Prenuptial agreements
Relationship breakdown
Cohabitation
Civil Partnerships
6B WILLOWS GATE
STOKE LYNE ROAD
STRATTON AUDLEY
OX27 9AU

01908 262680

01869 225580

WWW.HAWKINSFAMILYLAW.CO.UK
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TOWCESTER & DISTRICT LIONS CLUB

Have you put on weight
during the pandemic?

We have continued to meet monthly at The
Saracens Head and recently made a
significant donation to the Lions Clubs of
Poland and Romania who are dealing first
hand with the Ukraine refugee crisis.

There have been a few changes at the
Towcester Farmers Market, with a couple
of our regular stallholders now
concentrating their efforts in different
directions and this has enabled us to
invite some new traders who have been on
our waiting list. As we do not allow
duplication of product sales, we are
pleased to be able to offer space to a
diverse range of local businesses to sell
their wares. In April we extended our sales
area slightly which now allows for a
maximum of 20 stalls to be operating, so
do come along on the second Friday of
each month to see what is on offer.

One element of the Lions Clubs service
activities is to help
 promote healthier
lifestyles including raising awareness of
Type 2 Diabetes,
 which can be a
debilitating condition and can easily go
undiagnosed as it does not readily present
noticeable symptoms in about 6 out of 10
people who get diagnosed.
According to Public Health England a
significant number of people have put on
weight during the pandemic and in adults
between 35 and 65, the average weight
gain was estimated by them at 10lbs
(4.6kgs). It should be noted that being
overweight or obese accounts for 80-85%
of the risk of developing Type 2 Diabetes.
However, the condition is preventable by
changes in lifestyle and is readily
manageable if identified early.
If you want to find out your specific risk
score of getting Type 2 Diabetes is, you
can easily do this by going on the
Diabetes UK website and completing their
‘Type 2 Diabetes – Know your Risk’ survey
(https:/riskscore.diabetes.org.uk/start). It
only takes around 2 to 3 minutes of your
time, but before you start you will need to
make a note of your waist measurement,
your height, and your weight, and if you
do score a high to medium risk factor the
Diabetes UK website will provide guidance
on what to do next.

Our social activities have continued
despite the rise in Covid numbers and in
February we enjoyed a wine tasting
evening in Greens Norton courtesy of one
of our members. Then in March there was
a good turn out for a competitive skittles
evening and in April we gathered for an
evening pub dinner to commemorate the
48th anniversary of the chartering of the
Towcester & District Lions Club.

Also, within a few days of the Russian
invasion the Lions Clubs International
Foundation had sent a substantial grant to
Lions Clubs in the area and set up a
special Refugee & Displaced Persons
Funds for Lions Clubs throughout the
world to direct funds to the relief effort.
All such funds go direct to the local Lions
Clubs in the adjoining countries for them
to spend on what they think is appropriate
in their specific locations to deal with the
needs of the flood of refugees. Despite the
difficulties the Lions Clubs in Kyiv are still
active and trying to source urgently
needed medical supplies as so many
hospitals have been bombed by the
Russians. Check out our Facebook page
for more details.

If you would like to know more about your
local Lions Club please check out our
Facebook pages : Towcester and District
Lions Club or Towcester Farmers Market
E : towcesteranddistrictlions@gmail.com
W : e-clubhouse.org/sites/towcesteruk

Serenity of Mind
Spiritual Counselling and Mindset Therapy
Anxiety and panic - Over thinking mind - Trauma - Grief and Loss
Rape and abuse - Lack of confidence and self-worth - Relationship issues
Stress and burnout - Pain Management with Health Issues – Meditation - breathe work
To see how my services can help benefit you please get in touch today.
I am confident I can help.

Melanie

07771 621734

To Book an appointment direct or send a message via my website contact form.
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serenityofmind.co.uk

THE 'NEW AND IMPROVED' TAP IN TOWCESTER
Mill's social media channels on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram
or its website towcestermillbrewery.co.uk for news and photos
of the new bar or just pop in and see for yourself!

Towcester Mill Brewery now has a newly refurbished Tap
Room following its recent Crowdfunding Campaign which
raised over £10,000, thanks to all of you who supported it!
The Tap Room, located at the Old Mill in Chantry Lane, first
opened its doors in May 2014 and now, eight years later, is
having a brand-new bar layout, which will create more room,
less congestion and more choice of drink for everyone to enjoy.
"We want to say a massive thank you to everyone in Towcester
and surrounding areas who chose to support us," said Towcester
Mill Brewery director, John Evans. "We've been talking about
raising the bar area for quite a while now; obviously all our
original plans for 2020 were somewhat put on hold so we didn't
want to wait any longer once all the Covid restrictions were lifted.
We were so touched by all the generous pledges and kind words
of support that were placed on our Crowdfunding page. To raise
such a huge amount of money in just five weeks was incredible
and one which we are so grateful for."

There’s a new Ju’beer’lee beer in town!
A new beer has been brewed! Towcester Mill Brewery can never
resist a new reason to brew beer - remember Saxon Shield in
honour of the town's 917 Saxon Fair five years ago? So, as part
of the Queen's Platinum Jubilee celebrations, there will be a new
beer in town! "We all love brewing a new beer," said John.
"Creating the recipe, sampling the brew and originating the
artwork, it's always a great time for the team. It will be available
in both bottle and on draught from our Bottle Shop and Tap
Room, so we hope everyone gets the chance to try it, either by the
pint or as a keepsake bottle. We will be at the Fayre in June so do
come and see us on the big day but remember to check out our
website for its availability during May!"

The newly refurbished bar area will be completely redesigned
and will have additional bottle coolers, better lighting, more
space, and better efficiency all round for both customers and the
bar team. There will still be plenty of seating in the Tap Room,
as well as in the Turbine Room and Steam Room. Check out the

More information: towcestermillbrewery.co.uk

[Towcester Mill Brewery ADVERT]
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WELCOME TO THE A5 RANGERS TOWCESTER CYCLING CLUB

The Club was set up in 1948 and aims to cater for all aspects of cycling, mainly leisure rides and social events
associated with cycling but also touring and off-road cycling. Additionally, we have a long history of promoting several
Open and Club time trials throughout the year.
Our main aim is to have fun; to welcome and help new people to cycling; build rider confidence and just go out and
explore the lanes and cafes of our area. The distances we cover depend on the ability of the group of riders and we
can split groups according to ability and need. We aim to cater for beginners, families, club riders and of course more
experienced riders (You may want to push the pace along and even lead some rides!) Most importantly nobody ever
gets left behind and there is always a friendly helping hand, or two, or more, to help with roadside repairs.
We have our own clubroom in the heart of Towcester which is used for club activities during evenings and weekends
and is also available for rental and for use by other cycling clubs, for example as headquarters for local events. The
Club's membership spans all ages and experience levels, and it is affiliated to both Cycling UK and British Cycling.
You are very welcome to join us on our Saturday morning rides to get a feel for who we are and what we do. We meet
at 9:00am (leaving at 9.30am) from our club room’s car park in Islington Road (at the rear of our club rooms at 101
Watling Street, Towcester NN12 6AG). As the warmer weather rolls in, we also organise weekday rides and evening
rides as we are aware some people have weekends full of commitments. If you want more information, please contact:
Craig Hamilton membership.secretary@a5rangerscyclingclub.org.uk or Chris Brown 07864 181911

ĚŝƚŽƌŝĂůĂŶĚĚǀĞƌƚŝƐŝŶŐŝŶƚŚĞdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌdŽǁŶƌŝĞƌŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇDĂŐĂǌŝŶĞ
dŚĞdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌdŽǁŶƌŝĞƌĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŵĂŐĂǌŝŶĞŝƐŶŽǁĐŝƌĐƵůĂƚĞĚƚŽŽǀĞƌϱ͕ϮϬϬƌĞƐŝĚĞŶĐĞƐĂŶĚďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐĞƐ
ĂĐƌŽƐƐdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͕tŽŽĚƵƌĐŽƚĞ͕ĂůĚĞĐŽƚĞĂŶĚ,ƵůĐŽƚĞĂŶĚŝƐĚĞůŝǀĞƌĞĚďǇĂĨĂďƵůŽƵƐďĂŶĚŽĨƐƚƌĞĞƚ
ǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐ͘/ƚŝƐƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚďǇƚŚĞdŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝůĨŝǀĞƚŝŵĞƐĂǇĞĂƌ;DĂƌĐŚ͕DĂǇ͕:ƵůǇ͕KĐƚŽďĞƌΘĞĐĞŵďĞƌͿ
ĂŶĚǁĞǁĞůĐŽŵĞƐƵďŵŝƐƐŝŽŶƐĨƌŽŵůŽĐĂůĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŐƌŽƵƉƐĂŶĚŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƚŝŽŶƐ͘dŚĞĐŽƐƚŽĨƉƌŽĚƵĐƚŝŽŶŝƐ
ƉĂƌƚůǇŵĞƚďǇĂĚǀĞƌƚŝƐŝŶŐĂŶĚĨĞĞƐƐƚĂƌƚĨƌŽŵάϮϬƉĞƌŝƐƐƵĞ͘WƌĞǀŝŽƵƐŝƐƐƵĞƐĂŶĚŵŽƌĞĚĞƚĂŝůƐĐĂŶďĞĨŽƵŶĚ
on the Town Council’s website under ‘Community Pages’.

ǁǁǁ͘ƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌͲƚĐ͘ŐŽǀ͘ƵŬ
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Grafton

>ŝƚƚůĞŽƌƌŽǁĞƌƐWůĂǇƚŝŵĞ͕ĨŽƌŵĞƌůǇŬŶŽǁŶĂƐdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌdŽǇ>ŝďƌĂƌǇŝƐĂ
ǀŽůƵŶƚĂƌǇͲƌƵŶĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŐƌŽƵƉŚŽůĚŝŶŐƉůĂǇƐĞƐƐŝŽŶƐĨŽƌǇŽƵĂŶĚǇŽƵƌ
ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶĂŐĞĚƵŶĚĞƌϱ͘tĞŽĨĨĞƌĂƐƉĂĐŝŽƵƐĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ͕ĂǁŝĚĞƐĞůĞĐƚŝŽŶ
ŽĨƚŽǇƐ͕ƐŝƚͲĂŶĚƌŝĚĞͲŽŶƐ͕ĂŶĚĂĚĞĚŝĐĂƚĞĚĂƌĞĂĨŽƌďĂďŝĞƐ͘ůůŽƵƌƚŽǇƐĂƌĞ
ĂůƐŽĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞĨŽƌŚŝƌĞĨŽƌĂƐŵĂůůĐŚĂƌŐĞ͘
dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌzŽƵƚŚΘŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇĞŶƚƌĞ
/ƐůŝŶŐƚŽŶZŽĂĚ͕dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͕EEϭϮϲh
ǀĞƌǇdŚƵƌƐĚĂǇĨƌŽŵϵ͘ϯϬĂŵ–ϭϭ͘ϯϬĂŵ
ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚƚŚĞǇĞĂƌŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐƐĐŚŽŽůŚŽůŝĚĂǇƐ
ŶƚƌǇĨĞĞŝƐάϮƉĞƌĨĂŵŝůǇ
ǁŚŝĐŚŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐĚƌŝŶŬƐĨŽƌǇŽƵĂŶĚǇŽƵƌĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͘

Not pictured:
the minibus
driver,
sandwich
maker,
photo taker.

WůĞĂƐĞǀŝĞǁŽƵƌŶĞǁǁĞďƐŝƚĞĂƚ͗

ǁǁǁ͘ůŝƚƚůĞďŽƌƌŽǁĞƌƐƉůĂǇƚŝŵĞ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ

We’re Scouts and everyone’s welcome
here. All genders, races and
backgrounds. Every week we give
almost half a million 6-25 year olds the
skills they need for school, college,
university, the job interview, the
important speech, the tricky challenge
and the big dreams: the skills they need
for life. This only happens because of
great volunteers, like you.

ǁĂƌŵǁĞůĐŽŵĞĂǁĂŝƚƐ͘

Interested?
Email us on info@gdscouts.org.uk or
call 01327 206406
for more information

gdscouts.org.uk/volunteer
#SkillsForLife
Copyright 2021 Grafton District Scout C ouncil Registered C harity number 1114244

JUNIOR FC

6-a-side TOURNAMENT
U7s

U18s

PLUS: U10, U13 & U15 GIRLS
18 & 19TH JUNE 2022 £35
TH

The Rec Towcester

entry fee

Sat 18th: EVENS - U8, U10, U10 GIRLS, U12, U14, U16, U18
SUN 19th: ODDS - U7, U9, U11, U13, U13 GIRLS, U15, U15 GIRLS

BBQ * REFRESHMENTS * ICECREAM
ENTRY FORM link: bit.ly/3FmSqaX
ENQUIRIES: tournament@towcestertownfc.co.uk
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Returning to ‘near normal’ at Towcester Studio Band!

Despite all the setbacks of the past two years
through Covid, everyone at TSB entered the
Autumn 2021 period with serious optimism
that things would soon be back to ‘near
normal’! We were back in the Bandroom
practicing hard for the Christmas period and
then the Covid Omicron variant came and put
the brakes on. Sadly, the annual Christmas
carol concert in St Lawrence Church was
reluctantly cancelled, together with other
popular indoor carolling events.
We were able to participate in the annual
outdoor carol service on the market square
and entertain outside at The Mill Brewery,
Waitrose and Tesco during the preChristmas period. We also did our customary
care home visits, again all outside and
socially distanced! The residents of
Malthouse Court, Ridgeway House, Brook
House and Moorfields all gave us a
wonderful welcome and we were delighted to
have the opportunity to help spread some
seasonal cheer.
And so, into a new year with renewed
optimism, and whilst Covid isn’t going away
any time soon, the world has started to return
to a new normal in terms of Government
restrictions being lifted, and therefore
organisations such as TSB can start to plan
events again!
The first part of any year for TSB involves
preparing for the Regional Area Contest. Due
to Covid, the Midland Area committee found
themselves having to seek a new venue for
this year’s event and The Cube Theatre at
Corby was the chosen place. In addition to a
change of venue, the date of the contest was
also brought forward to Sunday 27th
February. The test piece for this year was
‘Facets of Glass’ by Gordon Langford. It was
the first time the Band had competed for two
years, but despite our rustiness, we came a
creditable sixth out of fifteen.
As soon as the Area Contest is over, the
Band’s focus turns to the Spring and
Summer commitments. We have a very busy
schedule this year, with our Spring Concert
at St Lawrence Church kicking things off.
The concert is on Saturday 7th May
commencing at 7:30pm. Of course the
Queens Platinum Jubilee period will be busy
for many organisations, and TSB is

performing an outdoor concert in East
Hunsbury park on Friday 3rd June,
followed by an informal concert on
Towcester
Recreation
Ground
on
Saturday 4th June.
Towcester Midsummer Music Festival is
always a highlight in our calendar, and this
year we return to play in The Mill Brewery
beer garden. A small TSB group will help the
Town Mayor officially open Midsummer
Music in front of the Town Hall prior to the
main concert at The Mill.
In July, we return to Leighton Buzzard to play
in their park’s Bandstand and will also be
returning to one of our favourite Towcester
venues, The Mill beer garden! Our visit to
The Mill is scheduled for Saturday 9th July
during the afternoon. Come along and enjoy
some Brass on the Grass!
Our August programme sees us performing
at Blakesley Show on Saturday 6th
August. We then return to St Lawrence for
the annual Flower Festival on Sunday 14th
August. The following weekend is another
annual commitment at Abington Park
Bandstand in Northampton.
The programme this year is likely to include
many pieces of music that will be prepared
for our Tour to the Rhineland, Germany. After
two Covid enforced cancellations in 2020
and 2021, we embark on a five day tour over
the August Bank Holiday weekend.

In the early seventies, TSB became twinned
with Musikverein Wirges, a musical group
who were based in the village of Wirges, near
Montabaur, Germany. The closest major
Town/city is Koblenz and that is where TSB
will be based for this Summer tour. The two
men that started the relationship back in the
early seventies are sadly no longer with us,
but the memory of their friendship which
resulted through the many reciprocal tours
undertaken by TSB and Musikverein Wirges
during the seventies and eighties, is a lasting
testament to their hard work. Of course,
many other people on both sides were
involved in arranging these tours but Mr I J
(Dan) Floyd, who was TSB Junior
Bandmaster, and Herr Helmut Blumenrother
a senior schoolmaster from Montabaur
School, hatched a plan following a chance
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meeting during a school exchange visit
between Sponne and Montabaur.
Unfortunately, the once close relationship
between the two organisations and the
resulting family friendships have been
withered by the passage of time but when
TSB returns in August we hope to be
performing at some of the venues that we
visited on previous tours. I’m delighted to
report that six of our current touring party will
be able to reminisce as they were present on
at least one of the previous tours to the
Rhineland region!
As always, everyone at TSB appreciates the
ongoing support that we receive from the
people and organisations in our wonderful
town and surrounding villages. The Band is
very much community focused and currently
trying to establish a Development Band. This
new band will likely comprise of experienced
brass players returning after a break,
youngsters who have a desire to play a brass
instrument and be part of a fun music making
group, and/or players that just want to play
socially and not in contests! If you fall into any
of these categories, please don’t hesitate to
get in touch via the band website or email.
One final date that I would like to share is
Saturday 1st October. TSB are hosting a
joint concert at Whittlebury Hall Hotel &
Spa with the wonderful all-female ‘Boobs
& Brass’ band. We’ll be publicising detailed
information on this concert in the coming
weeks, so please keep a look out for it. Over
a period of years since B&B were founded in
2006, they have already raised an incredible
amount of money, £260k+, for Breast Cancer
Now and other charities. One of the
founders, Margaret Betts, was a stalwart of
TSB for many years and all the members of
TSB are looking forward to this special
concert. If you or your company would like to
get involved through advertising in the
concert programme, sponsoring an element
of the concert, or donating a raffle prize,
again please contact the Band via website or
email.

Kevin Hawkins
Towcester Studio Band
www.towcesterstudioband.co.uk
towcesterstudioband@gmail.com

Have you heard about the ABILITY Bus?

ABILITY Trips

The pandemic was a very strange time for ABILITY.

We also offer a range of outings to a variety of places such
as garden centres, retail parks, tourist places etc.

We volunteered to help the South Northants Resilience
Hub and local communities.
During lockdown, the buses
swung into action with
helpful drivers collecting
food boxes from the SOFEA
Warehouse in Milton Keynes
for needy people around
South Northants.
GREAT NEWS! We are now back to normal services and
operating as normal with plenty of happy passengers
travelling safely around the county, taking people shopping
and for days out and we are busier than ever.

The trips we schedule are very popular as people venture
out to places of interest not normally reached by a bus
service and are a great chance to meet new people and
make friends!

Personalised Travel and Group Hire
We offer a wide range of travel services, including
personalised travel for people, group hire with a driver to
take your group to your required destination and a door-todoor service for those people who have mobility issues.
Do you need transport? Talk to us about your transport
needs – we might be able to help!

About Us

All members of staff both volunteers and paid employees
are fully trained and are DBS checked.

ABILITY is a local community bus service operating in your
area, covering South Northants, with a fleet of six vehicles
based at Caswell near Towcester.

All these services are brought to you by a team of
dedicated professionals and part funded by West
Northamptonshire Council.
If you have transport needs, do let us know.
Give Sharon OR Tina a call at ABILITY on
01327 604123

The bus service is available for anyone who needs
transport.

We take people to local towns to
enable people to do their shopping,
have a wander around the shops and
attend to any business they have in
town, before returning them home.

Current Services
We currently run services all around South Northants
serving most villages, taking people to Banbury, Brackley,
Towcester and Northampton. Please contact us for more
details about a service near you on 01327 604123 or
email info@abilitycic.org.uk
We offer a range of memberships dependent on the type
of support needed :

GOLD – if you require support or would like to be picked
up from home and not walk home in the rain, the driver
will assist with your shopping to the door. Priority booking
for trips and bus service.
SILVER – Picked up near to home. Priority booking for
trips and days out.

BRONZE – Pick up from a bus stop with minimum
support
Registration forms are available from the Forum Library or
Towcester Town Council.
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Children go free as Towcester Food Festival – the area’s
biggest, summertime, gastronomic extravaganza – returns
to Towcester Racecourse in June.
The festival was put on hold for
two years during the pandemic,
but the organisers are delighted to
be staging the annual event once
more.
Founder Crispin Slee said: “It’s
great to be back. We cannot wait.
Summer in Towcester just isn’t
the same without the
festival.
“We’re looking
forward to
welcoming
everyone to
Towcester
Racecourse for
the highlight of
the culinary
calendar in
South Northants.
“Thanks to the
expansion of the
town, Towcester has
grown and we’re
anticipating seeing some new
faces along with our regulars.

“The early bird tickets for
Saturday have already sold out
which we take as a sign that
people are pleased we are back.

drinks, with
stalls ringing
the racecourse in
large, open-fronted marquees.

“Some of our regular traders have
been able to adapt and hang on
over the past two traders but
others have disappeared.

There are also free chef demos,
live music including a
performance by Towcester Rock
Choir, a street food market,
cheese-tasting sessions and kids
cookery classes, run by Rachel
Wilson of Cookery Doodle Doo in
Towcester.

“This year’s festival will about rebuilding and helping the
producers and sellers that have
survived along the road to full
recovery.
“We also hope to re-establish
Towcester as a showcase for the
best food and drink the area has
to offer.”
To mark the return of the event,
children will go free. Mr Slee said:
“After everything the country has
been through, we want families to
be able to treat themselves.”
Towcester Food Festival
is a celebration for
artisan food and
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Towcester Food Festival takes
place on Saturday June 11 and
Sunday June 12, opening at 10am
on each day. Parking is free.
Tickets for 2022 are now on sale at
www.towcesterfoodfestival.co.uk
Volunteers are needed to help
stage the festival. In return, they
get free tickets and a lunch
voucher. Contact details are on
the website.

TOWCESTER

Church of England
Primary School
Islington Road, Towcester, Northamptonshire NN12 6AU

enjoy, believe, a chieve, su cceed

• Spacious and visually
exciting school
environment

• All children achieve their
potential through a wide
range of opportunities

• Opening up children’s
• Attainment and progress minds to learning outside
of the classroom
is consistently above
• Inclusive and friendly

national expectations

• A town school with a
village feel

• Whole school choir that
loves to sing

• An exciting Foundation
Stage offering the starting
• Classroom on BIG yellow bus
blocks for life-long learning

• Amazing sports opportunities
• Strong partnership with
international schools
• Governors, teachers, parents
and local community work
together to enrich, develop
and support all pupils

RATED
‘GOOD’ BY

Please call us on 01327 350332 or email
bursar@towcester-pri.northants-ecl.gov.uk

we would love to hear from you
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www.towcesterprimary.northants.sch.uk

REGULAR EVENTS
COUNTRY MARKET
9-11:30am, Thursdays
Local produce from bakers, growers, and
makers, plus refreshments.
The Sawpits Centre, Richmond Road
LITTLE BORROWERS PLAYTIME
(Formerly Towcester Toy Library)
9:30-11:30am, Thursdays
Under 5’s play sessions
Towcester Youth & Community Centre
TOWCESTER HANDMADE FAYRE
1st Saturday of the month
Artisan craft fayre. Products made and sold by
local artists and makers.
9:30am-4pm Towcester Town Hall
TOWCESTER FARMER’S MARKET
2nd Friday of the month
Outdoor market of independent local stalls
and producers.
9am-1pm Richmond Road Car Park
TOWCESTER GIFT BAZAAR
Last Saturday of the month
Craft and gift fair
9:30am-4pm Towcester Town Hall

MAY

10th : POLICE SURGERY
2-4pm Towcester Library, The Forum
11th/12th : TOWCESTER FOOD FESTIVAL
Celebration of artisan food and drink. Food
and drink stalls, street food, live music lawns.
Towcester Racecourse
www.towcesterfoodfestival.co.uk
17 -19 : 20 YEARS OF TOWCESTER
MIDSUMMER MUSIC FESTIVAL
The Rotary and Lions clubs of Towcester are
delighted that this year's 20th Anniversary
festival will take place LIVE across Towcester
town centre, inc. a firework spectacular on the
Saturday night. More details on page 22.
th

18th : ARMED FORCES EVENT
RBL Event for veterans, service personnel
and their families
Contact David Reed 01327 352414
dreedsfm@sky.com
Towcester Town Hall
18th/19th : FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT
Towcester Recreation Ground
25 : ARMED FORCES DAY
th

26th : VICARAGE FETE & OPEN GARDENS
Towcester open gardens and family fun and
games in the Vicarage Garden.

8 : MUSIC AT THE MILL
Folk sessions with Jenkinson’s Folly
2pm Towcester Mill Brewery
9th : INAUGURATION OF TOWN MAYOR
7pm Towcester Town Hall (invite only)
11th : POLICE SURGERY
10am-12noon Towcester Library, The Forum
12th : OPEN MIC NIGHT AT THE MILL
7:30pm Towcester Mill Brewery
14th : BIG FUN DAY
Tove Valley Centre
14th : COMMUNITY POLICE EVENT
Towcester Town Hall
20th : CRAIG LIVE AT THE MILL
Hits from the 60s, 70s, 80s & 90s
6pm Towcester Mill Brewery
21 : TOWCESTER MILL SPORTIVE
LetsGoVelo Cycling Event
9am Towcester Mill Brewery
st

25th : July edition submissions deadline
Towcester Town Crier Magazine
30th May-3rd June : School Holidays

JUNE
2nd–5th QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE
4th : TOWCESTER JUBILEE FAYRE
A fun day out for all the family.
More details on page 21.
11am-5pm Towcester Recreation Ground
5th : BIG JUBILEE LUNCH STREET PARTIES

JULY
1 -3 : F1 BRITISH GRAND PRIX
Silverstone Circuit
st

3 /4 : ALDERTON ART FESTIVAL (TBC)
Exhibition and sale of arts and crafts, antiques
and books. BBQ, Real Ales, refreshments and
Grand Prize Draw.
www.aldertonartfestival.co.uk
th

5th : School Year Starts

th

7th : STUDIO BAND SPRING CONCERT
7:30pm St Lawrence Church
th

SEPTEMBER
rd

OCTOBER
1 -9 : SOUTH NORTHANTS ARTS TRAIL
Visit local artists in their studios or community
venues, watch them in action and purchase or
commission one-of-a-kind artworks.
www.arts-sn.org.uk
st

th

2nd : MIDLANDS COLUMBARIAN
SOCIETY SHOW
Meet award-winning pigeons and their
keepers and learn all about fancy pigeons.
Youth & Community Centre
21st-28th : School Holidays
22nd : MUSICA CONCERT
Acapella Choir, wine & nibbles
Book in advance at Tove Benefice Office
St Lawrence Church
26th : FAMILY FUN DAY
Activities by Oxfordshire Play Association
11am-3pm Recreation ground

NOVEMBER

rd

1st : Best Kept Garden Entries Deadline
www.towcester-tc.gov.uk/best-kept-gardencompetition
10th : TOWER, CRYPT & CREAM TEA
Book in advance at Tove Benefice Office
St Lawrence Church
16th : TCS SUMMER CONCERT
tickets@towcesterchoralsociety.org.uk
St Lawrence Church
MegaBounce (TBC)
Towcester Recreation Ground
24th July : School Summer Holidays Start

AUGUST
th

6 : BLAKESLEY SHOW & GYMKHANA
A rural and traditional event, hosting
equestrian, livestock, and trade exhibitions
www.blakesleyshow.co.uk
14th : ST LAWRENCE FLOWER FESTIVAL
St Lawrence Church
29th : ANNUAL PRODUCE SHOW
Annual produce show of fruit, veg, flowers,
cakes & preserves. Submit your entries to the
Allotment Holders Association.
More details to follow.
Towcester Town Hall
John Lawson’s Circus (TBC)
Towcester Recreation Ground
Dates & events may be subject to change
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26 /27 ART SOCIETY EXHIBITION
Towcester Town Hall
th

th

DECEMBER
15 : CAROLS IN THE SQUARE
Towcester Market Square
th

16th : Schools break up for Christmas

COMMUNITY GROUPS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Towcester Evening WI
Rotary Club of Towcester
Rotary eClub of District 1070
Towcester & District Lions Club
Towcester U3A
Towcester Scout & Guide Groups
Towcester Choral Society
Towcester Local History Society
Towcester Writers Group
Towcester Museum
Towcester Studio Band
Churches Together
Towcester & District Art Society
Towcester Town Football Club
South Northants Arts Group
A5 Rangers Cycling
Towcester Table Tennis Club

Share your group or event with the
community. To be included in the July issue,
contact the editor by 25th May by email at
enquiries@towcester-tc.gov.uk
Advertising charges may apply.

Celebration of Ministry

Tove Benefice Events Calendar 2022
We have an exciting calendar of events planned for
2022. As well as our Wednesday film nights at
Chantry House, we have the following dates for
your diaries:

Revd Lulu Pelly’s ministry within the Tove Benefice has had a very significant
impact across all the parishes. Whether it be: leading Sunday Worship; life
events like baptisms, weddings, or funerals; visiting people in their homes,
nursing homes and hospitals; involvement in social and fundraising events;
her tireless work as chair and trustee of the Foodbank; as chaplain to St John
Ambulance; and so many other areas of benefice life. This May Lulu will turn
70 and has decided to relinquish her position as Assistant Priest from the end
of May.
In Lulu’s own words: “Normally in our Diocese when priests reach the age of 70
they retire and after a 6 month break the Bishop grants a licence - PTO
(Permission to Officiate). I shall be 70 at the end of May. Although Bishop
Donald kindly offered to extend my Licence as Assistant Priest for the next five
years, I have decided that it would be a good idea to take the time off and I hope
to have my PTO Licence in December. Being indecisive by nature, this is not an
easy decision to make, but I think it is the right one. I will then be in a position to
judge in December how and where I can be of use in the Benefice. I love the
ministry that I do and the opportunities it gives me to share God’s Word. It is an
immense privilege and joy, but I am also mindful of family needs and somewhat
selfishly a desire to walk and bike while I am able! I do not like the word “retire”
as I am quite sure that God will find a use and purpose for me, but if you do not
see me much in the summer and autumn months this is the reason.”
Lulu has been an integral part of the Tove Benefice since 2008 when she came
as the Curate before becoming the Assistant Priest in 2012 and has touched
many people’s lives within and outside of Church. We therefore plan to mark
this point in Lulu’s life as a priest by way of a “Celebration of Ministry” service
to take place at 3 pm on Sunday 12 June at St Bartholomew’s Church, Greens
Norton. We will be joined by Bishop Donald Allister, Bishop of Peterborough,
and look forward to welcoming many people from across the Tove
communities to join us. We of course look forward to supporting Lulu in
whatever next steps she may decide to take.
Revd Paula Challen
Rector, Tove Benefice
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•

Saturday 7th May - Towcester Studio Band
“Spring Concert” at 7:30pm – A free
“Welcome Back” concert. There will be a raffle
and retiring collection, with all donations split
between St Lawrence Church and DEC
Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal.

•

Sunday 26th June – Vicarage Fete and
Open Gardens including numerous gardens
around Towcester to visit. At the Vicarage you
will find: kids games, cake stall, local sellers,
cream teas, ice-creams, Hartwells BBQ, Beer
tent, 12 Bell Peal, Emergency Services
Vehicles, and lots more!

•

Sunday 10th July – Tower, Crypt and Tea.
Guided tour of the Bell Tower, the hidden
Crypt, and afternoon tea in the Vicarage
Garden. Min. £10 donation inclusive, or min. £5
donation for afternoon tea only. Limited tickets
bookable or via the Benefice Office. Gift
Vouchers are available.

•

Saturday 22nd October – Musica Concert.
An excellent Acapella Choir of 20 men and
women performing in St Lawrence, with wine
and nibbles during the interval. Suggested
donation on the night of £10 each, bookable
via the Benefice Office.

•

Fourth Saturday of every month – Chantry
House Coffee Mornings. £2 for a cup of tea
or coffee and a slice of cake. All proceeds
towards the maintenance of Chantry House.

Other events yet to be confirmed: Big Fiddle Band
and BBQ in the Vicarage Garden; Christmas Tree
Festival in St Lawrence Church.
Please do come along and support St Lawrence; all
proceeds to help cover costs of the church and
work within the Towcester Community. If you
require any further information or wish to help out,
please contact the Benefice Office on 01327
350459 or by email tovebeneficeoffice@gmail.com

NEW BRANCH NOW OPEN

FOR ALL YOUR
PLUMBING &
HEATING NEEDS
FREE DELIVERY SERVICE
THOUSANDS OF PLUMBING,
HEATING & BATHROOM
PRODUCTS IN STOCK
TRADE & RETAIL WELCOME
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Towcester Plumbing
Units 1-3, Building 5
Bell Plantation
Watling Street
Towcester
NN12 6GX
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t: 01327 224600
johnnichollstrade.co.uk
sales@johnnicholls.co.uk
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Opening Hours
Monday - Friday 7:30am - 5:00pm
Saturday 8:00am - 12noon
Sunday Closed

WHERE
GIRLS
THRIVE

THE ONLY LEADING INDEPENDENT
DAY & BOARDING SCHOOL
FOR GIRLS IN THE AREA

Pre-Prep/Prep/Senior/Sixth Form

VISIT US

To book a personalised tour or to
enquire about our admissions process
please contact our admissions team on
01280 812610, via email
admissions@thorntoncollege.com
or visit our website.

For girls ages 3 to 18 years old.

THORNTONCOLLEGE.COM
EDQB

Thornton College exists to provide quality education. Registered charity no. 247358
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