R

RE

M

W

AT

LI

NG

U
OR
OD
CT

ST

LA

ESTE
ET

WC
TO

TO

WN

C O UNC

IL

Image: Highfields Poppies, Towcester by Lizzi Bucklow-Holt

Issue 196

Towcester Town Crier
Your FREE community magazine produced by Towcester Town Council

OCTOBER 2022

Town Hall, Towcester

In this issue:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A Word from the Mayor
Proclamation of King Charles III
New Art Gallery Opens
Gin Distillery Bags Gold Award
Wildlife group relocates reptiles
Community Policing Update
New Local App for Businesses
Leisure Centre Celebrations
Support for Ukraine
Roade Ramble

And lots more, including updates
from community groups and a run
down of What’s On in the coming
months

Scan to find
out more

Discover
our unique
dementia care
Freephone

0808 223 5401

So many things define us as individuals, but dementia
doesn’t have to. We see the person behind it, and
help them live the life they want, to the full. As the
only care home group with its own accredited City
and Guilds dementia training 'My World', innovative
dementia friendly design, and support for the whole
family, you can trust that we go further.

Online

caringhomes.org

Water Lane, Towcester, Northamptonshire NN12 6HR
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Crowds witness the Proclamation of King Charles III

Photo credit: Trevor Johnson

Photo credit: Tony Betts

More than an estimated two hundred people turned out in
the market square on Sunday 11th September, in warm
sunshine, to hear the Proclamation of the Accession of
King Charles III.
Many afterwards said they were pleased to witness a
small part of the nation’s history. One said: “It was great
to be standing in the crowd being a part of British
history.” Another commented: “What a wonderful
turnout and the band was fantastic. Made me proud
to live in such a great town.”
Members of Towcester Studio Band and Sponne students
from the County Brass Band ended the ceremony with a
moving rendition of ‘God Save our Gracious King’.
Photo credit: Tony Betts

Among those present to hear the Proclamation given from
the steps of the town hall was our MP, the Rt. Hon. Dame
Andrea Leadsom. As a Privy Councillor, Dame Andrea
had been present the day before at St James’s Palace to
witness the signing of the Proclamation, and King Charles
III signing the Accession document.
The Proclamation for a new monarch is a tradition that
goes back to the 1400’s. It was how news was spread
across the country. The Proclamation was read by our
town mayor, Cllr Martin Johns, who ended the short
ceremony by inviting all those present to give three
cheers for His Majesty the King.
Local residents have been signing books of condolence at the
Forum, and St Lawrence Church, where floral tributes were
also left. Our mayor wrote in his condolences: “You are
woven into the cloth of our lives so completely. Thank
you for your long years of service.”

Photo credit: Lizzi Bucklow-Holt
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First year’s Annual Membership £70
Games £3 per person – 40-minute session
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1st Towcester

A WORD FROM THE TOWN MAYOR

Joey’s Fundraiser
This summer has been a very busy time for
me with many events to attend. Over recent
months I have been pleased to support our
Primary Schools, attending fundraising
activities, celebrations, and concerts. We live
in difficult times but it’s so encouraging to
witness the enthusiasm and abilities of our
children and young people and the
commitment demonstrated by local teaching
staff.

Towcester celebrated the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee with several street parties, and a
Jubilee Fayre which was held on the
Recreation Ground. Many local shops took
part in a window display competition to mark
the Jubilee. There were excellent entries, but
I judged the winner to be Age UK, who made
their outstanding display from used and scrap
material.
Our Midsummer Music Festival, the twentieth
such annual event, proved to be another
great success despite weather that changed
from sweltering on the Friday to very wet on
Saturday. My thanks go to all those including
Rotary, Lions and the Town Council who all
gave their time to make the event happen.
Funds raised go the Mayor’s Charities.

There have been fundraising events
organised by local people for good causes
and I have tried to support them all. This year
is the 30th anniversary of the leisure centre
being opened, and I was made very welcome
at their celebration that included a family fun
day.
I was privileged and yes, humbled to attend a
picnic in the vicarage garden to welcome our
Ukrainian families and their hosts. Several
residents, more than most people probably
realise, have selflessly opened their homes to
Ukrainian families and I’m proud that our
town has been so welcoming.

TVC Fun Day

developers and West Northamptonshire
Council to transfer play areas, allotments, etc.
to the Town Council as soon as possible so
that they can be well maintained for the
benefit of residents.
Photo credit: Tony Howard

In June, Towcester Football Club holds its
annual tournament that involves hundreds of
young people from not only Towcester but
from far and wide. There were trophies and
medals to hand out a plenty, but my lasting
memory is listening to the sound of young
people just having a great time playing sport
together.

National Highways A5 Consultations
As I write, the consultation on National
Highways options for measures to reclaim
our town centre for pedestrians and revitalise
the town and its local businesses is
underway. Consultants who devised the
options have listened to Town Councillors,
and in my view, put forward practical
schemes to deter HGVs, improve air quality
and support walking and cycling. When
implemented, it should transform the quality
of life for Towcester residents and encourage
locals and visitors to visit, spend time in, and
enjoy our historic town.
I haven’t the space here to record all the
years’ activities. Please do visit my Facebook
page to see updates.
My charities for 2022/23 are the Cynthia
Spencer Hospice, and local youth groups,
who provide activities, fun, and friendship for
young people in our town.

Martin

Cllr Martin Johns
Towcester Town Mayor 2022-23
Towcester’s Best Kept Garden
Before the heatwave struck, we held the best
front garden competition. Again, there were
excellent entries from residents across most
parts of the town, including the major new
development opposite the racecourse. The
winner was a garden in Brighton Close that
involved neighbours working together on
public space adjacent to homes in the Close.
In August, I took Town Councillors for an
evening walk around the new housing
developments to view new play areas,
allotments, open spaces, and new Primary
School. The Town Council continues to urge

This magazine is delivered by your neighbours, and mostly by people who have retired, enjoy walking and love to meet their community.
WE NEED MORE VOLUNTEERS, particularly in the new housing estates, to help with the distribution of this FREE community publication.
We love to share a good news story from the community, and it is completely free to submit an article. Production is partly met by commercial advertising.
Rates start from just £20 per issue. If you would like to advertise, or contribute an article, please get in touch.
For more details, visit www.towcester-tc.gov.uk/towcester-town-crier, email enquiries@towcester-tc.gov.uk
or call 01327 350995.
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Sponne and Bickerstaffe Charity


Contributions towards the running costs of the site are paid by the
residents. These are reviewed annually and are based on a fair rent
evaluation.

History of the Sponne and Bickerstaffe Charity
In 1693 Thomas Bickerstaffe, a citizen of London and a resident of
Towcester, bequeathed a row of Almshouses to the Parish of
Towcester to house the poor and needy who would otherwise have
been homeless. He left on his death a sum of money for the upkeep of
these houses and the running of these funds and houses was to be in
the hands of a body of Trustees. The houses were situated on the
Watling Street in Towcester near to the stream. In 1970, the houses
reached a state beyond repair and were subsequently pulled down.
In 1982, the Charity amalgamated with the Charity of Archdeacon
William Sponne. With much hard work and effort, the Trustees of the
combined Charity built twelve new almshouses. These are situated in
Buckingham Way, Towcester.

Towcester Almshouses

A one-bedroom almshouse bungalow has become
available for a mature person in need and who is
resident in the parish of Towcester.

For an application pack please contact:
Karen Watkins
Clerk to the Feoffees
Moor Field
Buckingham Way
Towcester
NN12 6PE

The bungalows are located on a pleasant site with communal gardens
and facilities for residents use. There is also a house for the on-site
warden. Each unit is provided with a cooker and refrigerator and is
heated with electric heating. All other furniture and furnishings, etc.
are the responsibility of the resident.
The warden is available to offer ‘good neighbour care’ to all residents
and to help with emergencies. Please note: the scheme is not directly
compatible with Local Authority Sheltered Housing and full-time
nursing care, domestic cleaning or companionship is not provided.

Email: sponneandbickerstaffe@btconnect.com
Completed applications must be submitted to the Charity by Friday
21st October 2022

A History of the Squash Court at Cornhill
There has been a squash court at Cornhill in the parish of Pattishall, near Towcester, since 1909.
With the help of several Club members, friends and a few archivists, I have pieced together the history of the squash
court over the period of 113 years and produced a 24-page booklet that explains the background, the various owners,
and the link between the court and grand house on the Cornhill estate, originally built by a colliery owner from
Tynemouth in the Northeast of England. There are many interesting aspects to this long history of the court,
particularly through the military connections, the development of the Cornhill estate as a hotel, and how the squash
court became a private members’ club in the second half of the 20th century. Not forgetting the slightly tenuous links
with such diverse characters as Winston Churchill and Kevin Keegan. Today, the Club continues to thrive in this same
rural location, with the facilities largely unchanged from the initial construction.
The guide price is £5 per copy, but any contribution above this would be
much appreciated, as all profits from sales will go towards the rising
maintenance costs which have to be met by the non-profit Club. To secure
your copy, please send an email to the address below, confirming how many
copies you would like and your address for delivery. Priced at just £5 this is
excellent value and includes free delivery within the area of the Town Crier
distribution. Once your email is received, I will respond with options for
payment.
If anyone would like to join the Cornhill Squash Club, please see the club
advertisement in this edition of the Town Crier for details. We’re always
pleased to meet potential new members at the club and offer a free
introductory game!
John Carrington | Cornhill Squash Club | johnrcarrington@hotmail.com
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South Northants Art Trail
The Tenth Annual Art Trail takes place from 1st to 9th October 2022
42 artists will be exhibiting, creating,
demonstrating, and greeting you, in 18
venues in the South and West of the
county.
Every venue and participating artist can
be found on the website and in the
printed catalogue which is available to
pick up at participating venues.

We have several participating
artists in Towcester including:
•

Val Goldfinch – exhibiting from her
working studio in Oat Hill Road,
displaying original watercolours,
prints, cards, jigsaws and paintings
on slates and wood.

Artists at The Chantry House,
Market Square:
•
The Art Trail is your chance to meet
the artists, have a chat, find out what
inspires them, and see their work up
close. Some will be demonstrating,
and others will be running have-a-go
sessions.

•
•

Jennifer Clark - Colour and texture
form the basis of her mixed media
paintings
Mary Standing - Individually kilnfired enamels onto copper as
unusual jewellery and small plaques.
Lizzi Bucklow-Holt – Polymer clay
art and jewellery. Workshops and
demos.

•
•

•

Melanie Beacroft - Original linocut
artworks inspired by flowers,
landscapes and trees.
Zoritza Williams – combining a love
for oil & acrylic art with photography
inspired by local landscape and far a
field.
Mark Duffin - a painter who works in
the area of landscape and mythical
themes, both in oil and Acrylic.

Artists at Vitreus Art Gallery, Bell
Plantation:
•
•
•

Jo Cross - fused glass incorporated
into unique pieces of jewellery using
sterling silver.
Lou Thomas – a painter of
representational and textured
seascapes and landscapes in oil.
Vitreus Art - stained glass and
fused glass in a working studio with
demonstrations each day. Free
parking and café on site.

www.arts-sn.org.uk

TOWCESTER LIBRARY

When was the last time you visited Towcester Library? Your library needs YOU!
Libraries have changed a lot over the last 10 years. They are
now a vibrant place to visit not just for books and a place to
encourage children and young people to read, but also a place
to interact with others, seek information about your local
community and a chance to take part in events and workshops.

or helping with a fundraising event. You do not have to be a
Library Member, there are no set hours of commitment and in
return you will have the satisfaction of raising awareness of
library services and helping your local community.
Please contact a member of the library staff if you can help or
email: towcester.libraryplus@westnorthants.gov.uk

Towcester Library is based within The Forum on Moat Lane.
Behind the scenes is a great team of staff, ready and waiting to
help you get the most out of your local library, who also
organise and host a range of activities, for tots, young children,
teenagers, and adults of all ages. Activities range from book
clubs, children's craft sessions, workshops, and the annual
Summer Reading Challenge.
To help boost all library activities and to support library staff
Towcester and Brackley Friends Groups have recently joined
forces to become Brackley & Towcester Library Friends. All
group members are volunteers who organise fundraising events
throughout the year to help pay for 'the little extras' that make a
difference to all visitors to the library. Planned events for the
autumn/winter include a Christmas Fayre and Christmas Crafts,
plus Towcester Book Week next year.
For more events and support to be offered at Towcester
Library, we are recruiting volunteers to help at events. This
could be making tea/coffee for groups organised by library staff
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Artist makes dream come true

>ŝŶĚƐĞǇ͕/ĂŝŶΘŚƌŝƐƚǇ
ƌƚŝƐƚWƌŝŶƚŵĂŬĞƌĂŶĚWĂŝŶƚĞƌ͕/ĂŝŶ
,ŽĚŐŬŝŶƐŽŶŚĂƐůŽŶŐĚƌĞĂŵĞĚŽĨ
ŽǁŶŝŶŐĂ'ĂůůĞƌǇ͘,ŝƐĚƌĞĂŵŚĂƐ
ĨŝŶĂůůǇĐŽŵĞƚƌƵĞǁŝƚŚƚŚĞŽƉĞŶŝŶŐ
of L’Atelier11 in the historic
ŵĂƌŬĞƚƚŽǁŶŽĨdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͘
&ƌŽŵƚŚĞďĞŐŝŶŶŝŶŐ͕/ĂŝŶĐŽŶĐĞŝǀĞĚ
L’Atelier11 as a joint venture with
ƚǁŽŽĨŚŝƐĐůŽƐĞĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ͗ƌƚŝƐƚ
WƌŝŶƚŵĂŬĞƌ͕>ŝŶĚƐĞǇ'ƌĂŚĂŵ͕ǁŝƚŚ
ǁŚŽŵŚĞŚĂƐĞǆŚŝďŝƚĞĚĨŽƌŵĂŶǇ
ǇĞĂƌƐ͕ĂŶĚ'ĂůůĞƌǇƐƐŝƐƚĂŶƚ͕
ŚƌŝƐƚǇZŝĐŬŵĂŶ͘
L’Atelier11 showcases the wŽƌŬŽĨ
/ĂŝŶĂŶĚ>ŝŶĚƐĞǇ͕ǁŝƚŚĨƌĂŵĞĚĂŶĚ
ŵŽƵŶƚĞĚǁŽƌŬƐĨŽƌƐĂůĞĂŶĚĂ
ƐĞůĞĐƚŝŽŶŽĨĐĂƌĚƐ͘
,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕L’Atelier11 is designed to
ďĞŵƵĐŚŵŽƌĞƚŚĂŶĂ'ĂůůĞƌǇ͘

L’Atelier11 ŝƐĂŶ‘ƌƚ^ƉĂĐĞ’
ŽĨĨĞƌŝŶŐƌƚůƵďƐĂŶĚĚŝƐƉůĂǇŝŶŐ
ƚŚĞǁŽƌŬŽĨĞƌĂŵŝĐŝƐƚƐĂŶĚ
&ĞĂƚƵƌĞĚƌƚŝƐƚƐ͕ĂƐǁĞůůĂƐŽĨĨĞƌŝŶŐ
ĂƐĞƌŝĞƐŽĨ^ƉĞĐŝĂůǀĞŶƚƐ͘
dŚĞƐƉĂĐĞŝƐĐĂƌĞĨƵůůǇĐƵƌĂƚĞĚďǇ
ŚƌŝƐƚǇƚŽƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĂǁĂƌŵĂŶĚ
ǁĞůĐŽŵŝŶŐĂƚŵŽƐƉŚĞƌĞǁŚĞƌĞ
ƉĞŽƉůĞĐĂŶƌĞůĂǆĂŶĚĞŶũŽǇƚŚĞ
ǀŝĞǁ͘
Iain’s weekly ArtůƵďƐĂƌĞ
ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂů͕ĨƌŝĞŶĚůǇĂŶĚǁĞůĐŽŵĞ
ďĞŐŝŶŶĞƌƐŽƌŵŽƌĞĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ
ĂƌƚŝƐƚƐǁĂŶƚŝŶŐƚŽƚƌǇŶĞǁƚŚŝŶŐƐ͘

ƌƚůƵď

ƐĞůĞĐƚŝŽŶŽĨƋƵĂůŝƚǇĂƌƚŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐ
ŝƐŽŶŽĨĨĞƌ͘L’Atelier11 is ĚĞůŝŐŚƚĞĚ
ƚŽƐƚŽĐŬůĂĐŬǁŝŶŐWĞŶĐŝůƐ͕ƌƚ'ƌĂĨ
'ƌĂƉŚŝƚĞƉƌŽĚƵĐƚƐĂŶĚ^ĐŚŵŝŶŬĞ
ǁĂƚĞƌĐŽůŽƵƌƐĞƚƐ͕ĂŶĚŵŽƌĞ͘
dŚĞ'ĂůůĞƌǇŝƐŽƉĞŶďǇ
ĂƉƉŽŝŶƚŵĞŶƚĂŶĚŽŶdŚƵƌƐĚĂǇƐ
ĂŶĚ&ƌŝĚĂǇƐĨƌŽŵϭͲϱƉŵ͘
Sign up to L’Atelier11’s mailing list
ǀŝĂůĂƚĞůŝĞƌϭϭ͘ƵŬƚŽůĞĂƌŶŵŽƌĞ
ĂďŽƵƚ^ƉĞĐŝĂůǀĞŶƚƐ͘




ŚĞůůŽΛůĂƚĞůŝĞƌϭϭ͘ƵŬ
ΛůĂƚĞůŝĞƌϭϭ͘ƵŬ
ϭϭƌĂĐŬůĞǇZŽĂĚ
dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌEEϭϮϲ,
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Towcester Writers’ Group



I AM QUALIFIED
By Polly Feely
Don't be silly, you can’t do that. Be quiet, what do you know about it? You are just a child, a girl, a woman.
Don’t be so stupid. You are too young, too old, too short, too tall, too skinny, too weak. You are not
qualified to do that.
I became frightened of my own shadow, scared to try anything, to speak up in class, volunteer an answer I knew to be
correct. Too scared even to admit the lost Fairisle glove that was being held up was mine. Its partner lay in my pocket.
Now we were both useless.
All my life I have been wrong, unimportant, worthless, not qualified for 'that', whatever 'that' was. It’s amazing I ever
learned how to wash, dress, and feed myself, let alone go to school, gain knowledge, pass examinations, acquire
certificates, go to college and qualify as a teacher. Of course, I failed at teaching. I had no confidence in myself, and
the children knew it. So really, I wasn’t qualified at all.
How on earth could a failure like me give birth to and raise four successful children, buy and look after a house, learn
to drive and own a car? How could somebody so unqualified knit beautiful jumpers, sew gorgeous dresses, embroider
exquisite designs, make butterflies and angels in bobbin lace, paint pictures, create gardens and perform plays and
presentations I have written?
Isn’t it wonderful to imagine what I might have been capable of had I not been so inadequate and stupid? So
unqualified.
But it’s different now. I don’t listen to THEM anymore. I am older, and wiser. I am knowledgeable about life. I’ve
learned a lot about history, geography, literature, art and music. I know a little about science, nature, astronomy and
mythology. I am very widely travelled and I have guided many people through mountains, valleys, cities and buildings
all over the world.
Even my children acknowledge that I am no longer as stupid and useless as they, in their teenage years, thought I
was. My grandchildren didn’t ever realise I had been so inept. Grandchildren are far more forgiving than one's children,
parents and teachers. And these parents and teachers didn’t realise the damage they were doing when they
condemned me as, stupid, useless and "not qualified for that".
Now I understand more about humanity, its foibles and its failings. I know that much of the criticism of me was from
the feelings of inadequacy felt by the adults with whom I lived and studied. It didn’t help me then, but it does help me
now.
And so, at last, I am content with my lot in life. I know now that I am not stupid or useless or worthless. I am
acceptable. I believe in myself. I can hold my head high as a paid-up member of the human race. Never again shall I
think, "I’m not qualified for that".
I can proudly declare that I am a fully qualified human being.

The Towcester Writers’ Group meets at The Forum library from 7:30 pm to 9:30 pm on the third Wednesday of the month. While our ‘normal’ meetings are
ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇƐƵƐƉĞŶĚĞĚ͕ǁĞŚĂǀĞŚĂĚƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵůǀŝƌƚƵĂůŽŽŵŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƐŝŶƐƚĞĂĚ͘dŚĞƐĞĂƌĞƌƵŶĂƚŽƵƌĐŽŶǀĞŶƚŝŽŶĂůŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƚŝŵĞƐĂŶĚǁĞĞǆƚĞŶĚĂǁĂƌŵǁĞůĐŽŵĞ
ƚŽĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞ͕ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌǇŽƵŚĂǀĞĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞŽƌŶŽƚ͘&ŽƌŵŽƌĞĚĞƚĂŝůƐ͕ƉůĞĂƐĞĐŽŶƚĂĐƚƌŝĚŐĞƚƌƌĞŐŐĞƌďǇĞŵĂŝůďƌŝĚŐĞƚ͘ĂƌƌĞŐŐĞƌΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ
KƵƌĂŝŵŝƐƚŽĞǆƉůŽƌĞǁĂǇƐŽĨĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐŝŶŐĐƌĞĂƚŝǀŝƚǇ͕ǁŚŝůĞŵĂŬŝŶŐǁƌŝƚŝŶŐĂŶĞŶũŽǇĂďůĞĂŶĚůŝĨĞͲĞŶŚĂŶĐŝŶŐƉĂƐƚŝŵĞ͘ďŽǀĞĂůů͕ǁĞƐĞĞŬƚŽďĞƐŽĐŝĂďůĞĂŶĚ͕
ǁŚĞƌĞƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ͕ŚĂǀĞĨƵŶ͘dŚĞƌĞŝƐŶŽƐĞƚƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞĨŽƌĂŵĞĞƚŝŶŐ͘ƚǇƉŝĐĂůĞǀĞŶŝŶŐŵŝŐŚƚŝŶĐůƵĚĞĂƐŚŽƌƚĐƌĞĂƚŝǀĞĞǆĞƌĐŝƐĞ͕ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŽŶƐŽĨďŽŽŬƐƚŚĂƚŚĂǀĞ
ŝŶƐƉŝƌĞĚƵƐĂŶĚƌĞĂĚŝŶŐƐĨƌŽŵŽƵƌŽǁŶǁŽƌŬĨŽƌƐƵƉƉŽƌƚŝǀĞĐŽŵŵĞŶƚĂŶĚĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ͘KĐĐĂƐŝŽŶĂůůǇ͕ǁĞŵĂǇĂůůďĞŝŶǀŝƚĞĚƚŽďƌŝŶŐĂůŽŶŐĂƉŝĞĐĞŽŶĂƚŚĞŵĞ
ƐĞƚŝŶĂĚǀĂŶĐĞ͘tƌŝƚĞƌƐ;ĂŶĚǁŽƵůĚͲďĞͲǁƌŝƚĞƌƐͿŽĨƉŽĞƚƌǇ͕ƉƌŽƐĞĂŶĚƉůĂǇƐŝŶĂůůŐĞŶƌĞƐĂƌĞĞƋƵĂůůǇǁĞůĐŽŵĞ͘
zŽƵĐĂŶĨŽůůŽǁƵƐŽŶůŝŶĞĂƚ͗ǁǁǁ͘ĨĂĐĞďŽŽŬ͘ĐŽŵͬdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌtƌŝƚĞƌƐ
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GOLD for LACTODORUM GIN

at the Weetabix Northamptonshire Food & Drink Awards.
will also provide a home for cocktail
masterclasses, cheese and whisky
pairing evenings, gin-making
experiences, and will be available as a
bookable meeting space.
Once completed we hope to offer a great
venue for locals and tourists alike to
come and see what we do and how we
do it. In the interim, our shop is open
during the week and on Saturdays. There
are always tasters on offer, and we have
a growing number of other locally
produced cordials, beers and nonalcoholic spirits. Please do pop in and
see what we have to offer.

Alice & Laurence

We were absolutely delighted when the
lovely Rev. Kate Bottley presented us
with a BRONZE for our Solstice Whisky
as well as a GOLD for our Lactodorum
‘Towcester’ Gin at this year’s Weetabix
Food & Drink Awards. This was a nice
follow-on to our success at the London
Spirit Competition, earlier in the year,
where Solstice picked up a prestigious
SILVER medal.
Having moved into our new home on
Brackley Road earlier in the year, work
has begun on converting the old
fabrication works into a fully functioning
distillery. A second still was installed in
March and works continue apace with

our new bottling facility due for
completion in September. These two
improvements will allow for a significant
expansion in both capacity and
capability, and we are particularly looking
forward to increasing our whisky
production at the new site where you’ll
soon be able to see the maturing casks
on show.
Early in 2023 we expect to be officially
open for tours and tastings as well as
other distillery-based experiences in
collaboration with other local businesses.
Our purpose-built tasting room is taking
shape nicely and, as well as giving
visitors the opportunity to try our spirits,

11



Your Family is unique.
Shouldn’t the solutions be unique too?
We can help with legal advice and representation in these and other areas:

➢ Domestic abuse & emergencies

➢ Cohabitation

➢ Divorce & separation

➢ Financial settlements

➢ Prenuptial agreements

➢ Child arrangements including

➢ Civil partnerships

Social Services

Our service is tailored to your needs and circumstances.
We will talk to you about your problem, listen to your concerns, explain all
your options and help you decide the best way forward. We put your decisions
into action and are with you every step of the way.
LEGAL AID is available if you are eligible – please ask if you are unsure
Appointments available by telephone, Zoom or MS Teams.

2nd Floor Victoria House

Free parking in Northampton Road

138 Watling Street East

2 minutes from the office

Towcester
Northamptonshire

01327 358321

NN12 6BT

www.tflp.co.uk

(Above Michael Graham Estate Agents)

Heather Rose

hjr@tflp.co.uk 07725 811892

Alina Schofield

as@tflp.co.uk

07525 900894
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Towcester Evening WI
is a lively group of women who
meet every month at The Sawpits
Centre.
Our meetings offer a chance for
members to socialise over a cup
of tea or coffee, and a piece of
cake – or sometimes a glass of
wine and some nice nibbles!
Each month we have an activity
taking place at our meetings and
this can range from a speaker to
arts and craft or sometimes
games and other activities. We
also arrange some purely social
get-togethers and events and we
have recently met at a member’s
garden in the evening for a glass
of wine with fruit and cake and
brought along plants to sell. The
weather was perfect!
We like to be involved with the
community as far as we can, and
a few members have formed a
gardening group to look after the
many planters around the town –
all purchased by our WI with
sponsorships from local
businesses to pay for the cost of
plants.
We made masks for the local
doctors’ surgeries during the
Covid pandemic and have
recently made cakes for the
Cynthia Spencer Hospice as well
as for the UK Police Unity Tour
who stopped off in Towcester
during August as part of their UK
charity cycling event.
Our Craft and Chatter group is a
lively and active group who meet
twice a month to share their skills
with each other and to enjoy
learning new crafts.
Our Skittles Group is fun, meeting
up twice a month at the Sports

and Social Club and enters
competitions with other WI
Groups. You don’t have to be a
skilled crafter or skittles player to
join these groups – it’s all about
having fun!
Upcoming Meetings:
Thursday 6th October
Our Annual Meeting including a
harvest supper
Thursday 3rd November
Gift Wrapping – just in time with
Christmas coming up!
Thursday 1st December
An evening of Wine Tasting
If you would like to give us a go,
we welcome visitors. You can
come along for three months
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before we ask you to join and the
first meeting as a visitor is free
while the following two meetings
will cost you just £4 per meeting.
Please contact the following
members of the committee if you
would like more information:
Secretary - Petra Giffen
01327 831388
President - Sue Hamilton
01327 350822
Vice President - Margaret
Walgate
01327 861195
Or email us at:
towcesterwi@gmail.com
And follow us on Facebook:
TowcesterEveningWI1971

GOOD NEWS!
The team at ABILITY work hard to bring bus services to
your towns and villages and recently we were nominated for
an award. Nail bitingly, we were shortlisted to the last three
selected out of hundreds of nominations. We had a lovely
evening at the event congratulating all the achievers.

What SERVICES do we offer?
For Towcester and surrounding villages, we run regular
weekly shopping trips to the main shopping areas around
Towcester and Northampton so you can get your
essentials.
The Towcester bus runs every Monday, whilst the bus to
Northampton operates every Wednesday.
All passengers must be registered, and journeys booked in
advance.

The ladies who travelled from Syresham, spoke about the
service, said:

To register and book your seat, just give us a call between
9am and 2pm on 01327 604123. You can also register on
our website www.abilitycic.org.uk.

GOLD – if you require support or would like to be picked
up from home and not walk home in the rain, the driver will
assist with your shopping to the door. Priority booking for
trips and bus service.
SILVER – Picked up near to home. Priority booking for
trips and days out.

BRONZE – Pick up from a bus stop with minimum
support.
Registration forms are also available from the Forum
Library or Towcester Town Council.
All members of staff, both volunteers and paid employees,
are fully trained and are DBS checked.

“It’s a very friendly service, other
passengers on the bus are very friendly
and the driver always has a laugh with us
and he is very helpful, we love going out
on the bus, it’s really good value for
money, we go to Banbury on the first
Wednesday of the month and Bicester at
the end of the month”.

THOUGHT OF THE DAY!

All these services are brought to you by a team of
dedicated professionals and are part-funded by
West Northamptonshire Council.

Ability brings you a bus service for all
All you need is to give us a call
Near or far, don’t go by car

ABILITY Trips

Give us a call its cheaper by far

Do you fancy a day out somewhere nice?
We provide a range of trips to many different places,
when you are registered, we will send you a list.

We also do day trips, taking you out for the day
Remember, give us a call it’s the Ability way.
Pick up some shopping with your bus pass its free!

How about a shopping trip to the Cotswolds or to a local
garden centre to have a look round, have a cuppa with a
slice of cake?!

Remember our number 01327 604123
Pick up a leaflet and give it a go
Pass it to your friends and let everyone know

If you have transport needs, do let us know.
Give Sharon OR Tina a call at ABILITY on
01327 604123

We travel all around West Northants you see
Please remember our name its “ABILITY”!
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Looking to Live, Learn and Laugh? Join Towcester U3a!
How about trying out pickle ball? A hybrid
of table tennis, badminton, and tennis, it
certainly causes a lot of laughter, as well
as providing a great workout. If you like to
get out and about, London Visits takes
you off the tourist trail, whilst Garden
Visits enjoy National Trust properties. For
anything mechanical ‘Boys Toys’ take trips
to the likes of De Havilland Museum, the
Shuttleworth Collection and Mercedes
Benz World.
Nordic Walking Group
If you’re no longer in full-time work and
want to make more of your spare time,
Towcester u3a could be for you. Providing
a wide range of opportunities to come
together to learn for fun, it also offers
friendship and company. With many
activities – from Nordic walking to
Genealogy, Art appreciation to Science for
All – there’s plenty to exercise the mind
and body.

Find out more:
New Members Meeting
10-12noon, Wednesday
19th October 2022
The Sawpits Centre
An ideal opportunity to find
out more about how to
Live, Learn and Laugh.
See you soon!
Membership costs only £16 a year and is
open to anyone who is no longer in full
time employment.

Watsonian Side Cars factory visit by the
Boys Toys Group
Our monthly meetings, which are held at
Towcestrians Rugby Club, bring members
together, with entertaining speakers
covering a diverse range of topics.
Recently, we have heard about WW2 spies,
motorbike travels through Goa and tales
of Victorian heroes and scoundrels, set to
music.
Ramblers Group out and about
For more information, visit our website

www.towcesteru3a.co.uk

You will find details of our activities and
most importantly, how to join our
organisation.

A modern take on Botticelli by a Painting
for Pleasure member

Food & Wine Group enjoying their belated
Christmas Lunch

Towcester U3A registered charity number
1155428

We meet every Sunday at10.30am at the
Tove Valley Centre, Northampton Road NN12 7AH
You can also watch the service or catch up later
on our TVBF YouTube channel.
For more about our church, visit tvbf.co.uk, where
you can access our recorded sermons, resources,
and more, or contact secretary@tvbf.co.uk
We would love to meet with you!
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Our autumn programme of activities is now well underway
Following the return of the Cwmbach Male Voice choir to St Lawrence church on the 24th of September, we are looking forward
to another concert: The Musica Charity Choir MK “Marvellous Musical Miscellany” Concert will take place at 7.30pm on Saturday
22nd October in St Lawrence Church. The £10 ticket includes wine and nibbles available by emailing the Tove Benefice Office at
tovebeneficeoffice@gmail.com
Meanwhile, our Christian Enquirers course began on 26th September and is now in full swing. The group meets weekly and is
following the Bible series ‘Experience a better story’ written by the Bible Society.
We decided to run this group in response to multiple requests for an opportunity to explore Christianity at an introductory level.
Several of these requests came from people bringing children to be baptised; others from people who just felt that now was the
time to follow up on a curiosity that they had been feeling for a while. We will offer more courses like this. So, if you are feeling a
similar itch, do get in touch with the Benefice Office (email above) or one of the clergy. We would love to hear from you.
October begins with Harvest Festival when we give thanks for the produce of the land and donate food to those who need it.
This has an extra edge this year for two reasons. It became obvious this summer that climate change is upon us. We can no
longer take for granted the regular seasons that we have been used to; nor the abundant crops that are possible with stable
weather. At the same time the cost of living went through the roof. Many more of us are now in a situation where we cannot
assume that we will have enough to keep warm and well fed this winter. If you are struggling, do get in touch. We may be able
to help, or at least point you in the direction of somebody who can. Since the very first
followers of Jesus, Christians have shared their food with those who are hungry.
(See the book of Acts in the Bible.)
October ends with All Souls Day. This is when we remember those who have died. As in
previous years, there will be a service in St Lawrence’s church at 4pm. All are welcome
to this quiet reflective time of worship. Life involves both love and loss. We feel this
particularly acutely in the face of death and when bereaved. This year more people
than usual have died and so death has touched more of us in some way. It is good
to have a space in which to acknowledge that loss, and to feel the support of
others. It is also a chance to give thanks for our loved ones, to recognise
their legacy, and to hope in the resurrection.
Revd Angela Hammett, Curate, Tove Benefice

For those who have not heard of us, Towcester
Toy Bank (TTB) was set up in 2020 by mother
and daughter Annie Simpson and Katrina Harris
in response to the Covid crisis that left many
families struggling to provide gifts for their
children due to job losses and/or illness, for
example. As we both work in Children’s Services,
we knew we wanted to provide an anonymous
referral system linked with local established agencies
and resources (such as schools and churches) to
support local families in Towcester and the surrounding villages.
Following a massive rise in the cost of living this year, we
are predicting that more families than ever will need our
support this Christmas.
We have been overwhelmed by the
support we have received from our
wonderful local community over the
past two years, and due to the
generosity of donations from
individuals and local businesses,
including the Rotary Club of
Towcester, we have been able to
provide hundreds of gift bags to
children and young people aged
0-18 living in and around
Towcester.

You can donate to us in several ways – either with
your time, your donation of new toys, or by
donating to our Just Giving page. Every penny
goes towards new items for our gift bags. Last
year, we ran out of items for children and young
people in the age range 8 -15 and the Just
Giving fund enabled us to fulfil all the referred
family requests, with the last gift bags being filled
and delivered on Christmas Eve!
A Just Giving page for 2022 has been set up again for
those wishing to donate, and can be found at:
www.justgiving.com/TowcesterToyBank22
Please contact us on Facebook or message Annie on the details
below to arrange drop-off of your donations
for the Toy Bank. Items we will need are
cuddly toys, games, puzzles, books and
Lego, but please follow our Facebook
page for updates. Items for teenagers
are always very welcome. With your
support, together we can make a
difference for many of our local
children and their families this
Christmas.
Thank you

Annie & Katrina

Facebook: @towcestertoybank
Email: anniesimpson2957@gmail.com

Towcester Toy Bank : Supporting your local community at Christmas
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Towcester’s Amazing Support for Ukraine
In the last issue, we covered the near 2000-mile journey completed by Alex Donaldson and Alan Gilbert to
deliver much needed aid to the Sky Camp refugee centre in Kobylnica in Poland, and how some of this aid was
then immediately transported on to the city of Kharkiv and town of Sumy near the Ukraine / Russian border.

Sky Camp has since resumed its normal
business for the summer season, with
Marta, the owner, having done an
amazing job, helping almost 400
refugees relocate to host families and
several also find employment. Marta’s
father, Pawel Molinski, has also been
actively involved from the start of the war
in Ukraine, driving to the border several
times to pick up families, and then on to
safe areas in Poland; many of them
finding shelter at Sky Camp.
When the migration crisis abated, Pawel
asked his friends in Ukraine to suggest
other ways in which he could help. He
was told of the many hospitals and
ambulances that were destroyed, and
that replacements were needed to
transport wounded soldiers. Pawel
decided to buy an ambulance and filled it
with supplies donated by Polish people
before asking a friend, Arek Pawelek, to
deliver it to the military hospital in Halich.
The gratitude of the doctors and medical
crews was extremely emotional when
they received the ambulance, so Pawel
immediately set about fundraising for a
second ambulance.
Two ambulances were subsequently
driven into Ukraine, by Pawel and Arek –
each containing vital supplies such as
medical items, canned food, warm
clothes, and blankets etc. During the trip
they stopped in a small village near Kyiv,
called Andrievka, which had been
subjected to the same cruel brutality as
in Bucha, making headlines around the
world. Both speak of the harrowing sights
with everything of use or value having
been either taken or destroyed, right
down to the crockery in people’s homes.
When the two asked how they could help
further, humble residents would suggest
that they help their neighbour and not
themselves. Following this experience,
they fundraised for a fourth ambulance to

be delivered with simple home
equipment, microwaves, cups, plates,
cutlery, food, water, and generators to
assist these poor residents.
Despite reduced coverage of the crisis in
the news, St Lawrence Church and the
Tove Benefice have continued to raise
funds for Ukraine aid, including the
continued sale of the lovely Sunflower
Brooches and loops which have been
handmade by Pam in Pattishall. Having
learned about the amazing work being
undertaken Pawel from Marta, the
Benefice has donated over £1800
towards the purchase of a fifth
ambulance. Marta has advised that
having been prepared and filled with
sleeping bags, warm clothes, blankets,
and winter shoes for the colder autumn
weather, the ambulance left for Ukraine
on 8th September..

Community Outreach

The Towcester community also
continues to support those who have
come to stay with hosts locally.
On Monday mornings there is a
drop-in session run by Towcester
Churches Together at the Renew
169 Café on Watling Street from
10am to 12noon, which is very well
attended by Ukraine families. All
hosts and guests are very welcome
to pop in for a cuppa to connect.
On Saturday 20th August, St Lawrence
Church held another Ukraine family
social event in the Vicarage Garden.
With more families being hosted in and
around Towcester the event brought
together over 70 guests and hosts.
Thanks to a generous donor, the
attendees were treated to an afternoon
BBQ and refreshments, a fantastic
bouncy castle and lots of other games for
the younger ones laid out throughout the
beautiful Vicarage Garden.
The event was once again attended by
Rt Hon. Dame Andrea Leadsom MP
accompanied by husband Ben, along
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with their Ukraine guests. Rev’d Paula
and husband Steve were also delighted
that MP Penny Mordaunt was also able
to join them and to meet with both hosts
and guests. Several West Northants
Council members also attended either
putting faces to names, catching up with
those they had not seen in a while, or
connecting and learning of people’s
experiences.
Rev’d Paula said “We were blessed with
great weather, and it was wonderful to
see some familiar faces but also lots of
new ones. Aside to seeing people enjoy
themselves and feel welcome, the
afternoon provided a valuable
opportunity for people to meet and
connect. An important space for both
guests and hosts to share their stories
and support one another. One example
was expressed so sincerely by a lady
who is being hosted in a surrounding
village saying that this was the first time
since moving to England that her
daughter has been able to play with
another Ukrainian child. For me that says
it all!”
Steve would also like to offer his thanks
to the members of Tove Benefice who
helped set up the garden and once again
provide such great hospitality. A very
special thanks goes to Tony’s Ices for
treating the young, and some not so
young, with his delicious ice creams.
Hearing of the afternoon, Tony very
generously made a special visit to The
Vicarage to the absolute delight of the
children - Thank you Tony, or should we
say again “дякую Тоні”!

If you would like to know more about
supporting any of the Ukraine initiatives
covered in this issue, please contact the
Tove Benefice Office on 01327 350459
https://www.facebook.com/groups/36123
7849190266

SHEPHERD & CO.
Solicitors

184 Watling Street East
NN12 6DB
tel 01327 350185
legal@shepherdandco.com
Established 1973
Advice for the Family, the Elderly and Business
Conveyancing Trusts Litigation Family Law
Criminal Law Neighbour Disputes Probate
Powers of Attorney Wills contested Wills
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Choose our professional
and friendly garage located
in Blakesley.
We provide a wide
variety of servicing and
repairs including air
conditioning and
fault diagnosis on
any make and
model of vehicle.
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CALL US TODAY ON 01327 860 801

www.blakesleygarage.co.uk

Quinbury End, Blakesley, Northamptonshire, NN12 8RF
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DĞĞƚŝŶŐƐƐƚĂƌƚĂƚϳ͗ϭϱƉŵĨŽƌϳ͗ϯϬƉŵŽŶƚŚĞƐĞĐŽŶĚ
tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇŽĨƚŚĞŵŽŶƚŚĂƚdŚĞ^ĂǁƉŝƚƐĞŶƚƌĞ͘
ǀĞƌǇŽŶĞŝƐǁĞůĐŽŵĞƚŽĂƚƚĞŶĚŽƵƌƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƚŝŽŶƐĞŝƚŚĞƌŝŶ
ƉĞƌƐŽŶŽƌŽŶŽŽŵ͘EŽŶͲŵĞŵďĞƌƐάϯŽƌĂŶŶƵĂů
ŵĞŵďĞƌƐŚŝƉŝƐŽŶůǇάϭϬ͘

hWKD/E'd><^
tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇϵEŽǀĞŵďĞƌϮϬϮϮ

ZŝĐŚĂƌĚ///–ŵŝƐũƵĚŐĞĚǀŝůůĂŝŶ

tŝƚŚ^ƚĞǀĞŝŵŵĞƌ
dŚĂŶŬƐƉĂƌƚůǇƚŽ^ŚĂŬĞƐƉĞĂƌĞ͕ZŝĐŚĂƌĚ///ŝƐƵƐƵĂůůǇ
ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌĞĚĂƐŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞŵŽƐƚǀŝůĞ<ŝŶŐƐĞǀĞƌƚŽƌƵůĞ
ŶŐůĂŶĚ͘,ĞŝƐƵƐƵĂůůǇƌĞŐĂƌĚĞĚĂƐĂƚƌĞĂĐŚĞƌŽƵƐƵƐƵƌƉĞƌ
ǁŚŽĐŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĚŵĂŶǇĞǀŝůĐƌŝŵĞƐ͕ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐƚŚĞŵƵƌĚĞƌŽĨ
ƚŚĞWƌŝŶĐĞƐŝŶƚŚĞdŽǁĞƌ͘ƵƚŝƐƚŚŝƐŝŵĂŐĞĐŽƌƌĞĐƚŽƌǁĂƐŝƚ
ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƚĞĚĂĨƚĞƌǁĂƌĚƐŝŶŽƌĚĞƌƚŽũƵƐƚŝĨǇƚŚĞƉƌĞƐĞŶĐĞŽĨ
,ĞŶƌǇs//ŽŶƚŚĞƚŚƌŽŶĞ͍dŚŝƐƚĂůŬĞǆĂŵŝŶĞƐƚŚĞƐĞĐůĂŝŵƐ͘/ƚ
ŝƐĂƐŝŶƚƌŝŐƵŝŶŐĂŶĚĨĂƐĐŝŶĂƚŝŶŐĂƐĂŶǇĐƌŝŵĞŶŽǀĞůǁŝƚŚĂ
ĐŽŶĐůƵƐŝŽŶƚŚĂƚŵĂǇƐƵƌƉƌŝƐĞǇŽƵ͘

Wictured: Cllr Damian Reynolds, Sue Hamilton& Max Marchini

Plaque to Honour Marie Weller
On 26th August 2022, former Town Mayor (2021-22),
Cllr Damian Reynolds, Towcester Evening WI President,
Sue Hamilton, and Trustee of the Nicholas Hawksmoor Learning
Trust, Max Marchini, gathered at the Town Hall to formally unveil
the Marie Weller plaque.

tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇϭϯĞĐĞŵďĞƌϮϬϮϮ

ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐDĞĞƚŝŶŐ

Marie Louise Weller, born in Towcester on 2nd September 1877,
was an active and committed member of the Suffragette
movement. She chaired a meeting of the Women’s Social and
Political Union at the Town Hall on 8th January 1910 and was
awarded the Holloway Brooch by Mrs Emily Pankhurst in
recognition of her support for Universal Suffrage.

ƚĂůŬŽŶƚŚĞŚŝƐƚŽƌǇŽĨƐƚĂŝŶĞĚŐůĂƐƐďǇDŝŬĞĂĚĚǇŽĨ
sŝƚƌĞŽƵƐƌƚĂƚĞůůWůĂŶƚĂƚŝŽŶĨŽůůŽǁĞĚďǇŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ
ƌĞĨƌĞƐŚŵĞŶƚƐ͘
tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇϭϭ:ĂŶƵĂƌǇϮϬϮϯ

An American’s View of Northamptonshire

Marie died suddenly on the 17th October 1936, aged 59, and is
buried in Towcester Cemetery with her husband. She is buried
with her certificate given to her by Mrs Pankhurst together with
her Suffragette badge. It is fitting that the new Marie Weller
school should be a permanent reminder of her part in a
campaign for women to be treated on equal terms to men.

tŝƚŚ'ĂƌǇ^ŚĂĞĨĨĞƌ
'ĂƌǇŝƐĂŵĞŵďĞƌŽĨƚŚĞĞůŝƚĞůƵĞĂĚŐĞdŽƵƌŝƐƚ'ƵŝĚĞƐĂŶĚ
ŝƐǁĞůůŬŶŽǁŶŝŶƚŚĞŽƵŶƚǇĂƐĂŐŝĨƚĞĚĂŶĚĞŶƚĞƌƚĂŝŶŝŶŐ
ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĞƌ͘dŚĞƚĂůŬƚĂŬĞƐƚŚĞĨŽƌŵŽĨĂŐƵŝĚĞĚƚŽƵƌŽĨ
EŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶƐŚŝƌĞ͕ƵƐŝŶŐƐůŝĚĞƐ͕ĂŶĚƐŚŽǁŝŶŐŵĂŶǇŽĨƚŚĞ
ďĞĂƵƚŝĨƵůĂŶĚŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐƉůĂĐĞƐŝŶƚŚĞŽƵŶƚǇ͘ƐƉĂŶŶŝŶŐĐĂƐƚůĞƐ͕
ƉĂůĂĐĞƐ͕ĂŶĚǀŝůůĂŐĞĐŚƵƌĐŚĞƐ͘

Refer to Town Crier issues 190 & 192 for the history of
Marie Weller and her life in the town.

tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇϴ&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇϮϬϮϯ



dŚĞůĞĂŶŽƌƌŽƐƐĞƐ

tŝƚŚ:ĞŶŶŝĨĞƌZŽƐĞ
dǁĞůǀĞΗůĞĂŶŽƌƌŽƐƐĞƐΗǁĞƌĞĞƌĞĐƚĞĚďǇĂĚŝƐĐŽŶƐŽůĂƚĞ
ĚǁĂƌĚ/ǁŚĞŶŚŝƐǁŝĨĞYƵĞĞŶůĞĂŶŽƌŽĨĂƐƚŝůĞĚŝĞĚŝŶ
ϭϮϵϬĂƚ,ĂƌďǇ͕ŶĞĂƌ>ŝŶĐŽůŶ͕ŝŶEŽǀĞŵďĞƌϭϮϵϬ͘,ĞƌďŽĚǇ
ǁĂƐƚŚĞŶĐĂƌƌŝĞĚŝŶĂƐŽŵďƌĞƉƌŽĐĞƐƐŝŽŶƚŽtĞƐƚŵŝŶƐƚĞƌ
ďďĞǇ͘ƚĞĂĐŚƉůĂĐĞǁŚĞƌĞƚŚĞƉƌŽĐĞƐƐŝŽŶƐƚŽƉƉĞĚĨŽƌƚŚĞ
ŶŝŐŚƚ͕ĚǁĂƌĚŚĂĚďƵŝůƚĂŵĞŵŽƌŝĂůĐƌŽƐƐŝŶŚĞƌŚŽŶŽƵƌ͘dŚĞ
ƚĂůŬǁŝůůŐŝǀĞŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶĂďŽƵƚůĞĂŶŽƌ͕ŚŽǁƚŚĞĐƌŽƐƐĞƐ
ĐĂŵĞĂďŽƵƚĂŶĚƐŽŵĞƐƉĞĐŝĨŝĐĚĞƚĂŝůƐĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞ
,ĂƌĚŝŶŐƐƚŽŶĞƌŽƐƐ͘

ǁǁǁ͘ŵŬŚĞƌŝƚĂŐĞ͘ŽƌŐ͘ƵŬͬƚĚůŚƐ
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LOVE

your local
independent
optician

Is YOUR child short-sighted?
Short-sightedness (Myopia) is becoming increasingly common due to more time
being spent on close work, like reading and use of device screens, as well as less
time spent playing outdoors.
Early onset Myopia can continue to progress until your child stops growing, and
potentially means stronger, thicker lenses and higher risk of sight problems as an
adult.
If you have myopia, your child is likely to develop it too.
Your child may be myopic if they ...
• need to sit near to the television, and hold books and devices very close
• experience headaches after distance tasks
• blink excessively, squint or rub their eyes frequently
• complain of headaches and tired eyes

Myopia can be slowed down with...
• Specialist glasses
• Specialist contact lenses
• Ortho-K contact lenses

To find out more about the available Myopia Management treatments

visit dwroberts.co.uk or call us on 01327 350240
DW Roberts Opticians, 6 Sponne Shopping Centre, Towcester, NN12 6BY
www.dwroberts.co.uk

01327 350240

20

Towcester@dwroberts.co.uk

A Scorching Performance!
Church, Towcester. ‘Christmas
Cheer, a Ceremony for Christmas’
will include music by Britten, Byrd,
Gjeilo, Lauridsen, some fun
Christmas songs and the traditional
selection of audience carols so that
everyone can raise the roof. This
programme ably demonstrates what
a varied repertoire TCS has – we
cater for all tastes! Look out for the
posters appearing around
Towcester in November/December
and be sure to get your tickets in
good time as this concert is always
a sell-out. Tickets may be ordered
by email to:
tickets@towcesterchoralsociety.org.uk

Looking further ahead, pop the date
of the Spring concert in your diaries
now - Saturday 15th April 2023 further details will follow.
Cast your minds back to the hot
summer of 2022…Saturday 16th
July was not quite the hottest night
of the year, but it wasn’t far off.
Meanwhile, in the somewhat cooler
atmosphere of St Lawrence’s, the
music was most certainly hot, hot,
hot!
Towcester Choral Society’s summer
concert ‘A night at the musicals’
whisked the audience around the
globe from the Paris Opera House
and the barricades of the French
Revolution to Upper West
Manhattan, the South Pacific, the
prairies of Oklahoma and the
expanses of the African Savannah
(to name but a few!).
In a packed programme, the choir,
accompanied by two keyboards,
and showcasing members of the
choir as soloists, produced music
that was stirring, thrilling, funny,
tear-jerking, and, at times, singalong! There was certainly plenty of
toe-tapping and I’m sure many of
the tunes were still being hummed
hours later.

As usual, the audience enjoyed
refreshments in the interval and
were able to spill outside with them
to enjoy the beautiful summer’s
evening. It was a ‘full house’ and we
were joined by the Mayor,
Councillor Martin Johns, and
Mayoress, Christine.

Join us

If this article has made you think ‘I
wonder if I could join a choir?’ then
the answer is a resounding ‘yes!’ We
welcome new members and are a
very friendly bunch. We always have
vacancies for tenors and basses, but
sometimes there may be a waiting
Writing afterwards to express her
list to join the other voice parts.
thanks for a thoroughly enjoyable
There is no audition and while it
evening one audience member
certainly helps to be able to read
summed it up perfectly:
music, it is not essential. There is
‘I’m sure the rest of the audience
plenty of opportunity to learn the
would agree with me that it was
notes whilst also learning how to
lovely to be able to relax into the
make the most of your voice and
music and forget all the nonsense
singing technique through the
that seems to be life at the moment. amazing teaching skills of our
Had you been able to 'charge by
musical director Helen Swift.

the smile’ you would have had no
financial problems for years to
come’

Coming next …
the TCS Christmas concert
Save the date now for the Christmas
concert, this year to be held on
Saturday 10th December at 7.30pm
once again back in St Lawrence’s
21

You can find out more about
membership by contacting our
membership secretary by email to
membership@towcesterchoralsociety.org.uk

or by visiting our website.

Towcester Choral Society
www.towcesterchoralsociety.org.uk

Registered charity no. 1145755

Farm Shop
Fresh local & British produce
 Farm fresh vegetables

Friday 9am - 4pm
and Saturday 9am - 3pm

 Range of sustainable smoked Scottish salmon,

Yellowfin tuna and shellfish

 Selection of meats including smoked chicken

and duck with more to follow

 Artisan cheeses, dairy and local eggs
 Pies and oils
 Honey, soft drinks, teas and puddings

Call Sue on:

01908 543008 / 07922 134915
Email: moorgatefarm@gmail.com

www.moorgatefarm.co.uk

Moorgate Farm | Moorend Road | Potterspury
Towcester | Northants NN12 7QG
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Northants ARG (Amphibian and Reptile Group) comprises a group of enthusiastic volunteers and is a local branch of ARG UK, a
registered national charity (no.1165504) dedicated to the conservation of our native herpetofauna of 6 reptiles and 7 amphibians.
In April this year, Ben Mitchell of the former Brackley Road Allotments made contact to ask if
we could rescue some animals from the former allotments which are due to be developed
to extend the existing adjacent cemetery. The immediate task was to seek permission to
capture and release the animals on a suitable local site. Ben already had a list of
species present at the allotments and a call to Peter Warden, who is very familiar
with the Towcester Wetlands Pocket Park (TWPP) confirmed that those species
were known to be present there. We contacted the Town Clerk and were delighted
to be granted permission to capture and translocate the animals to the Pocket Park.
To aid capture at the allotments, “refugia” (rectangular corrugated mats) were
placed out at various places and checked periodically for animals beneath. This is a
standard technique employed for transect surveying on reptile sites and combined
with pond netting, is an effective way of locating and capturing reptiles and
amphibians ready for translocating. Over the following five months, more than 50
common frogs (and frog spawn), 2 grass snakes, 2 common toads and 4 smooth
newts were captured and released at TWPP, where refugia were also placed out to help
monitor progress. To date there have been several sightings of grass snakes, numerous
common frogs and smooth newts at TWPP.
Common frog with spawn
Plans for the development of the allotment continue, but in parallel, the Town Council’s
Cemetery Committee have given consent for the provision of a small nature corner in an
unused area of the cemetery.
Historically, the majority of the Northants ARG surveying has been in the north of the
county, but this year effort has also been directed towards the south of the county
where we now have an additional 6 sites within a 10-mile radius of Towcester. In
2023 we plan to increase the number of survey sites by at least another 6. To
support these ambitious plans requires the help of more volunteers and if anyone is
interested in joining us, we can provide on-site training on practical surveying and
data recording. Surveys are not particularly onerous and can typically be completed
within 1-2 hours, dependant on the site, and surveying is undertaken approximately
monthly through the season from April to October. Please contact us for further
details if interested.
We are also very pleased to receive any records of sightings. This can be done directly
through https://recordpool.org.uk or if preferred, by texting me details of species, location
and date, preferably with a photo.
Female grass snake

Dr Alan Butler
Chair, Northants ARG and Northants County Recorder
07706 351171

YOUR LOCAL HEART SUPPORT GROUP
Affiliated to the British Heart Foundation
tĞĂƌĞĂĨƌŝĞŶĚůǇĂŶĚŝŶĨŽƌŵĂůŐƌŽƵƉǁŚŽ;ƵƐƵĂůůǇ͊ͿŵĞĞƚŽŶĐĞĂŵŽŶƚŚŝŶdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͘dŚĞŐƌŽƵƉĂŝŵƐƚŽ
ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĂŶǇŽŶĞŝŶƚŚĞdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌĂƌĞĂǁŚŽŚĂƐĂŚĞĂƌƚĐŽŶĚŝƚŝŽŶ͕ƚŚĞŝƌĨĂŵŝůǇŵĞŵďĞƌƐͬĐĂƌĞƌƐ͕ĂƐǁĞůů
ĂƐƉĂƌĞŶƚƐŽĨĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶĂŶĚǇŽƵŶŐƉĞŽƉůĞǁŝƚŚĂŚĞĂƌƚĐŽŶĚŝƚŝŽŶ͘
tĞĂƌĞĂǁĂƌĞƚŚĂƚĨŽƌƚŚŽƐĞǁŝƚŚƵŶĚĞƌůǇŝŶŐŚĞĂůƚŚĐŽŶĚŝƚŝŽŶƐ͕ƚŚĞĐƵƌƌĞŶƚƉĂŶĚĞŵŝĐĐĂŶŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞĂŶǆŝĞƚǇ͕
ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐƚŚŽƐĞǁŝƚŚŚĞĂƌƚͲƌĞůĂƚĞĚĐŽŶĚŝƚŝŽŶƐ͘/ŶĂĚĚŝƚŝŽŶƚŽĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŶŐǇŽƵƌĐŽŶĐĞƌŶƐǁŝƚŚǇŽƵƌ'WŽƌ
ĐĂƌĚŝĂĐĐŽŶƐƵůƚĂŶƚ͕ǇŽƵĐĂŶĂůƐŽĂĐĐĞƐƐƚŚĞƌŝƚŝƐŚ,ĞĂƌƚ&ŽƵŶĚĂƚŝŽŶŶĞǁƐůĞƚƚĞƌĂƚǁǁǁ͘ďŚĨ͘ŽƌŐ͘ƵŬ
ǁŚŝĐŚŝƐĨƵůůŽĨŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚŝŶŐĂŶĚŚĞůƉĨƵůŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ;ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐĂĚǀŝĐĞͬƐƵƉƉŽƌƚƌĞŐĂƌĚŝŶŐKs/ͲϭϵͿ͕ĂŶĚ
ǇŽƵĐĂŶĂůƐŽĂĐĐĞƐƐƚŚĞŝƌΖ,ĞĂƌƚDĂƚƚĞƌƐΖŶĞǁƐůĞƚƚĞƌ͘
,ĞƌĞĂƚdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ,ĞĂƌƚĞĂƚƐ͕ǁĞŚĂǀĞĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞĚƚŽƐƚĂǇŝŶƚŽƵĐŚǁŝƚŚĞĂĐŚŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚŚĂǀĞƌĞĐĞŶƚůǇ
ǁĞůĐŽŵĞĚŶĞǁŵĞŵďĞƌƐŝŶƚŽŽƵƌŐƌŽƵƉ͘ƐƚŚĞůŽĐŬĚŽǁŶƌĞƐƚƌŝĐƚŝŽŶƐĞĂƐĞ͕ǁĞĂůůƌĞŵĂŝŶŚŽƉĞĨƵůƚŚĂƚǁĞ
ǁŝůůďĞĂďůĞƚŽŵĞĞƚΖƉƌŽƉĞƌůǇΖŝŶƚŚĞĐŽŵŝŶŐŵŽŶƚŚƐ͘/ĨǇŽƵǁŽƵůĚůŝŬĞƚŽŚĂǀĞĂĐŚĂƚĂďŽƵƚŽƵƌŐƌŽƵƉ͕ŽƌƚŽ
ũŽŝŶƵƐ͕ƉůĞĂƐĞĐŽŶƚĂĐƚŵĞŽŶƚŚĞŵŽďŝůĞŶƵŵďĞƌŽƌĞŵĂŝůĂĚĚƌĞƐƐďĞůŽǁ͘
ŶŶŝĞ^ŝŵƉƐŽŶ͕ŚĂŝƌ
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ƌĞŶĞǁϭϲϵtĞůůďĞŝŶŐĂĨĠ
ZĞŐŝƐƚĞƌĞĚĐŚĂƌŝƚǇŶƵŵďĞƌŝƐϭϭϵϲϲϯϭ

Queens Platinum Jubilee Tea

The Importance of Being Earnest

Summer Fun Day

On 6th June we celebrated our wonderful Queen
in style with afternoon teas in the café! Thank
you to all who provided the tasty treats and all
who attended.

Volunteer Anita Solan and Charlie Reece hosted
The Importance of being Earnest by Oscar
Wilde, performed by ETC Players, in their garden
on 31st July. 70 family and friends attended and
a brilliant £2,400 was raised from ticket sales and
donations for their two chosen charities,
renew169 Wellbeing Café and Activities Around
Bethlehem Children with Disability.

We were blessed with beautiful sunny weather
on 9th July and a great attendance. The
entertainment and activities went down well, as
did the BBQ and refreshments. Thanks to all at
renew169 and TVBF for making the event a
fantastic success and raising £1,000.

Ukraine Guests

Repair Café @ Renew169

Hot Lunches

Our doors are now open for Ukraine families and
hosts to meet and chat. Please don’t hesitate to
pop in for a coffee/tea every Monday from 10am
until noon.

From 24th September our Wellbeing Café will
also become a Repair Café! We aim to repair
household items, bikes, clothing and much more.
Please pop in from 10am to 12 and see what it’s
all about!

Adaptations to our kitchen area are underway
with the kind help of The Rotary Club and we
hope to offer hot lunches in time for the chilly
weather this winter.

renew169 is open Monday to Wednesday from
10am to 3pm and welcomes anyone struggling
with mental or emotional health challenges.
Treasure Hunt

Christmas Fayre at the Town Hall

During October half term we have a fundraiser
planned for families to enjoy. A Towcester
Treasure Hunt quiz and goodie bag will be
available at renew169 and Towcester Museum
so come along with the children and join in the
fun.

Our Christmas Fayre date is booked! Friday 9th
December from 5-8pm. A date for your diaries to
start the festivities!

Please feel free to drop in for a cuppa and meet
friendly volunteers and visitors. You can chat,
take part in an activity, or just sit quietly, knowing
you are around people who want to support you.
We are not a crisis café but all our volunteers
have mental health awareness training so can
offer empathy and signposting.
Contact us: manager@renew169.org.uk or call
Mon – Weds on 07761 041203 or follow us on
Facebook
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UPDATE FROM YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICING TEAM

SGT GREG TAYLOR

PC JOSH ELLARD

Your Neighbourhood Team is
based within the community in
Towcester and surrounding villages
and is often the first port of call for
an emergency as the closest Police
resource.
This update will give you a flavour
of just some of the activities your
policing team have been
undertaking. We have active
patrols of key locations in the
Town where reported incidents
have raised concerns, including the
Recreation Ground on Islington
Road. Unfortunately, there are a lot
of aspects of our work that we
cannot report on due to the
vulnerabilities of the persons
involved.
We have dealt with enquiries from
the Town Council, working
together with them and utilising the
CCTV around the town to help with
evidence on investigations. This
includes:
Parking issues on Willis way,
Vernon road, Islington Road and
drugs on the Recreation Ground
with some stop and searches.
Lots of neighbour issues involving
noise and verbal abuse; words of
advice given to those involved and
the anti-social behaviour process
used in Willis Way, Sandyhome
Close & Milton Way. We utilise
agency working in these locations
and work with the housing team at
West Northamptonshire Council on
these issues to prevent longerterm escalation.
We deal with many safeguarding
issues where members of the
public may become lost, or unable
to care for themselves and we
need to refer to other services for
assistance. This also includes
those who become unwell,

PC JIM KING

PCSO CHARLOTTE MORRIS

resulting in a forced entry to a
property to assist the ambulance
service.
A variety of other concerns are
reported to us which take time to
deal with and often result in
individuals being referred for
support to social care or other
services.

We use the West Northants Beat
Bus in our area. This is a shared
resource and enables us to bring a
mobile police station to Towcester
and surrounding areas, including
Islington Road, The Racecourse
Estate and Brackley Road.
We have a planned schedule of
events, and we are looking at using
the bus more over the next few
months. Look for updates on the
Neighbourhood Alert and our social
media pages.

The next Crime Prevention Event
will be held on Friday, 25th
November 2022, 10am – 3pm at
the Town Hall.
PCSO Morris has regular meetings
with the Town Council
representative for the town and
NHW members to talk about
Policing in the town, events and
engagement opportunities. Any
concerns raised are shared with
each agency - sharing information
and contacts helps us be able to
offer a better service to our
community.
With the support of the Brave Old
Oak, we displayed the knife arch
outside the public house on
Watling Street in July. We gave out
leaflets and information to the
community about reduction in
violence to support the Force’s
‘Week of Action’.

LOCAL IDENTIFIED PRIORITIES
For the next three months for
South Northants are:
•
•
•

Drugs
Safer Roads
Burglary

HOW TO REPORT A CRIME
Reporting an issue or crime to the
Police can be made in several
ways.
This includes ringing 101 or online
reporting via the Northants Police
website offers a reporting system.
So that your report can be
managed as quickly as possible,
it's important to consider the
following information and have it
ready to provide:

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
We held a Crime Prevention Day in
May in the Town Hall to issue
advice to residents. We gave out
goody bags and had a great turn
out, signing up residents up to
Neighbourhood Alert and NHW for
the area. We also had the Fraud
and Cyber-crime representative
from the Force attend and give out
information on scams and
examples of fraud cases in our
county to raise awareness.

quarterly data tracking
performance against targets.

Police drop-in Surgeries at the
Forum Library are held once a
month and are a chance for people
to meet their local officer.
Next dates:
7th Oct 2-4pm
4th Nov 4-6pm
7th Dec 2-4pm
FORCE PRIORITIES
The priorities have been informed
by feedback from our communities
and focus on the four biggest
crime challenges facing
Northamptonshire today with the
key objective of protecting the
most vulnerable in our
communities:
• Violence against women and girls
• Drug harm
• Serious and organised crime
• Serious violence
The campaign aims to inform and
help the public, as well as both
officers and staff of
Northamptonshire Police, better
understand why these are the
areas which present the most risk
and how the Force intends to drive
down offending levels.
There is a dedicated page on the
Force website which will host

• the date and time the crime
happened
• the location, such as address or
road name along with the town
or village
• a description of any people
involved
• the details of any witnesses or
suspects
• if you think there's any other
evidence such as forensic
evidence or mobile phone
footage
• if there is clear CCTV footage of
the offence being committed
Neighbourhood Alert is an email
messaging system that all Schools,
Parish Councils, Neighbourhood
Watch, and community members
can sign up to. Register by email at
www.northamptonshire
neighbourhoodalert.co.uk to
receive current information.
Should you wish to discuss a
particular issue with the team
please contact us via: NTSouthNorthantsTowcester@northa
nts.pnn.police.uk
PLEASE DO NOT REPORT CRIMES
BY EMAIL.

TO REPORT AN INCIDENT OR CRIME PLEASE USE THE 101 NON-EMERGENCY NUMBER OR 999 IF AN EMERGENCY
All reports must go via the Force Control Room.
Do not contact the team direct.

When you need a
family lawyer...

...talk to a family law specialist
Call us today or email
enquiries@hawkinsfamilylaw.co.uk
Divorce & separation
Arrangements for children
Dealing with financial
issues
THE OLD COURT HOUSE
19 MARKET SQUARE
STONY STRATFORD
MK11 1BE

Prenuptial agreements
Relationship breakdown
Cohabitation
Civil Partnerships
6B WILLOWS GATE
STOKE LYNE ROAD
STRATTON AUDLEY
OX27 9AU

01908 262680

01869 225580

WWW.HAWKINSFAMILYLAW.CO.UK
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TOWCESTER ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
BRANCH ACTIVITIES
Since the last issue of the Town Crier, we
have had our very successful Summer BBQ
and fundraiser.
We also had our regular stand at the Annual
Blakesley Agricultural Show, including lots
of goodies for children. The weather was
good, and the Show was very well attended.
We made a good return for the Poppy Appeal
as lots of people were “invited” to come to
our stand (oh, the power of a Poppy sticker!).
Particularly popular were our two raffles for
the small Poppy Teddy Bear.
By the time you read this, we will have had
our Poppy Quiz (20th September), kindly
organised by the Towcester Mill Brewery,
with profits going to the Poppy Appeal; and a
trip to the National Arboretum on Tuesday
27th September.

We are incredibly grateful to all our Poppy
selling volunteers who give up an hour or two
to help. It is especially heart-warming that
almost all volunteers come back year after
year because they enjoy it so much. But we
will gladly accept more volunteers because
the more we have, the more sessions we can
cover. Please, if you can spare an hour or
two, contact David Reed (details at the end
of this article).
The Poppy Appeal only collects about 40% of
the money which is necessary to fund the
RBL’s work which runs to over £2Million
every week so any money given is very
gratefully received.

Coming up, we are holding a Coffee
Morning in the Chantry House on
Saturday 8th October. All are welcome. Pop
in and say hello and enjoy a nice cup of
coffee (or tea) and a tasty pastry to go with it.

BRANCH MEETINGS
Our AGM is on 11th October and our longstanding Treasurer, Sandy, is standing down,
so if anyone can spare a little time each
month and is looking for something to do
then please get in touch.

2022 POPPY APPEAL
Preparations for the Poppy Appeal are
underway. Last year was almost back to
normal and we raised over £24,500 thanks to
the great generosity of the public.
This year’s Poppy Appeal runs from
Friday 28th October to Saturday 12th
November, with Remembrance Sunday
falling on 13th November.
Find us at Waitrose, Tesco, Aldi, and in the
Town Centre, as well as Poppies and
merchandise in shops, pubs, schools and
offices in Towcester, Silverstone and some
local villages.
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The Towcester Branch of the Royal
British Legion meets at 7:30pm on the
second Tuesday of the month at the
Sports & Social Club on Swinneyford
Road.
We usually have a speaker talking about
some aspect of the military or military history.
You do not have to have served in the Armed
Services to become a member of the RBL.
Some of the services provided by the RBL
can only be offered to ex- or current serving
personnel or their dependants, but that
stipulation does not apply to anyone wanting
to become a member. So, pop along to our
next meeting and see for yourself: you’ll be
made very welcome.
David Reed
dreedsfm@sky.com
07970 597044 | 01327 352414






Grafton

>ŝƚƚůĞŽƌƌŽǁĞƌƐWůĂǇƚŝŵĞ͕ĨŽƌŵĞƌůǇŬŶŽǁŶĂƐdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌdŽǇ>ŝďƌĂƌǇŝƐĂ
ǀŽůƵŶƚĂƌǇͲƌƵŶĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŐƌŽƵƉŚŽůĚŝŶŐƉůĂǇƐĞƐƐŝŽŶƐĨŽƌǇŽƵĂŶĚǇŽƵƌ
ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶĂŐĞĚƵŶĚĞƌϱ͘tĞŽĨĨĞƌĂƐƉĂĐŝŽƵƐĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ͕ĂǁŝĚĞƐĞůĞĐƚŝŽŶ
ŽĨƚŽǇƐ͕ƐŝƚͲĂŶĚƌŝĚĞͲŽŶƐ͕ĂŶĚĂĚĞĚŝĐĂƚĞĚĂƌĞĂĨŽƌďĂďŝĞƐ͘ůůŽƵƌƚŽǇƐĂƌĞ
ĂůƐŽĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞĨŽƌŚŝƌĞĨŽƌĂƐŵĂůůĐŚĂƌŐĞ͘
dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌzŽƵƚŚΘŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇĞŶƚƌĞ
/ƐůŝŶŐƚŽŶZŽĂĚ͕dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͕EEϭϮϲh
ǀĞƌǇdŚƵƌƐĚĂǇĨƌŽŵϵ͘ϯϬĂŵ–ϭϭ͘ϯϬĂŵ
ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚƚŚĞǇĞĂƌŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐƐĐŚŽŽůŚŽůŝĚĂǇƐ
ŶƚƌǇĨĞĞŝƐάϮƉĞƌĨĂŵŝůǇ
ǁŚŝĐŚŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐĚƌŝŶŬƐĨŽƌǇŽƵĂŶĚǇŽƵƌĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͘

Not pictured:
the minibus
driver,
sandwich
maker,
photo taker.

WůĞĂƐĞǀŝĞǁŽƵƌŶĞǁǁĞďƐŝƚĞĂƚ͗

ǁǁǁ͘ůŝƚƚůĞďŽƌƌŽǁĞƌƐƉůĂǇƚŝŵĞ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ

We’re Scouts and everyone’s welcome
here. All genders, races and
backgrounds. Every week we give
almost half a million 6-25 year olds the
skills they need for school, college,
university, the job interview, the
important speech, the tricky challenge
and the big dreams: the skills they need
for life. This only happens because of
great volunteers, like you.

ǁĂƌŵǁĞůĐŽŵĞĂǁĂŝƚƐ͘

Interested?
Email us on info@gdscouts.org.uk or
call 01327 206406
for more information

gdscouts.org.uk/volunteer
#SkillsForLife
Copyright 2021 Grafton District Scout C ouncil Registered C harity number 1114244

TOWCESTER

TIDY UP

1st & 2nd October
VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED

We need volunteers to assist with our four 2-hour sessions.
All equipment provided. Supervised children welcome.
To volunteer contact: Rotarian David Reed dreedsfm@sky.com
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Compassion Service
ServiceResponsibility
Responsibility

It’s not all doom and gloom
Shopping List
Please help local people in crisis
by buying items from the list
below and giving them to the
Towcester foodbank. Thank you!



 Baked beans/spaghetti hoops





 Custard (Tinned)
Whatever you read or listen to, it all seems
gloomy at the moment: prices going up,
the war in Ukraine, warehousing all over
the A43, and don’t even mention the cost
of fuel. So, it was great to hear the
cheerful chatter of folks sharing a cup of
tea and biscuits in the Foodbank last
week, taking a break from it all.
Steve, our Citizens Advice caseworker, has
had a busy first few months helping
people with all sorts of problems. Here’s
a tip: if you find that your stagnant income
is struggling with increasing expenses, it is
worth doing a quick benefits check just to
see whether you might have become
eligible for something. The figures do
change. www.turn2us.org.uk has an
easy-to-use benefits calculator, or you can
always pop in and see Steve on a Tuesday
12-2pm.
Whilst we never claim our food bags are
exciting, they are designed to provide
three days’ worth of nutritious food for
your household. To make the most of this,
from September we will be running
cookery classes with the team from
Cooking Good!. So, if any of our guests
would like to get the most out of their food

bags; what to do with a tin of chickpeas,
how to fill-up teenage children, or just how
to make food go a little further, please
sign-up next time you come to the
Foodbank.
We hope to start with single adults who
have so far missed out on the opportunity
to acquire cooking skills, so if you know of
anyone who might benefit, please put
them in touch with us. It would also be
good to know who else might be
interested in future classes, so pop into
the Foodbank and let us know.
At Towcester Foodbank we know how
fortunate we are to live in such a generous
area. Despite everyone feeling the pinch,
donations keep coming, which is fantastic.
Thank you also to everyone who has
supported our recent collection at Tesco.
Twice a year, in July and November, they
support us with in-store collections, which
are important to boost our stock levels
before the summer period, when everyone
has other things to think about, and before
Christmas, our busiest time of the year.
We also now have a collection on the first
Saturday of each month at the Park Run in
The Watermeadows.


 Tinned Potato or
 Pasta 500g or smaller
 Rice 1kg or smaller





A huge thank you to everyone - whether
you have donated or helped us with these
collections. We couldn’t do it without you.
If you’re struggling to afford the basics,
ring the Trussell Trust helpline on 08082
082138. It’s open from 9am to 5pm,
Monday to Friday and you can talk to one
of their trained advisors in the privacy of
your own home.
Towcester foodbank
info@towcester.foodbank.org.uk
07724 832043

Towcester foodbank : a great way to support your community
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New “Explore West Northants” app to boost local economy and tourism

West Northamptonshire Council is introducing
a new mobile app encouraging people to
explore the area and find out what's on offer.

Councillor Daniel Lister, Cabinet Member for Economic

The app will showcase everything that makes West Northants

visit is a fantastic way to ensure that local businesses and

Development, Town Centre Regeneration and growth, said:
"Keeping people connected to the places they live, work and

such a quality place, right in the palms of people's hands,

attractions grow and thrive.

enabling them to:

•
•

•

"West Northants has the perfect combination of rural and

Gain access to a huge variety of local deals, offers

urban offers and ExploreWN is going to showcase the many

and discounts

reasons to visit.

Explore what's going on in the area with a live

"We are dedicated to supporting local employers and growing

events calendar and easy-to-access information

our economy, and ExploreWN is going to be a strong tool to

about local attractions

deliver this."

Find hidden gems and purchase their favourite
products

•

Cllr Adam Brown, Deputy Leader of the Council and Cabinet
Member for Housing, Culture and Leisure said:

Fuel their spirit to explore the market towns and rich
heritage right on their doorstep

•

"ExploreWN is the perfect platform to showcase our area's

Grow the local economy by supporting independent

rich cultural heritage, along with the many, many things to

businesses and attractions, benefiting everyone in

enjoy and discover.

the community

"It will allow people to plan family days out and explore the
wealth of attractions from museums, art galleries and theatres
to grand stately homes."
Find out more and download the app by visiting our website,

www.westnorthants.gov.uk/explorewn

where attractions can also sign up to promote themselves.
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The Cynthia Spencer Hospice is one of the Town Mayor’s charities for 2002/23. 
Here’s a little more information about the organisation and how your fundraising 
ĂŶĚǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌŝŶŐƐƵƉƉŽƌƚƐƚŚĞŵ͘

ďŽƵƚƵƐ
ǇŶƚŚŝĂ^ƉĞŶĐĞƌ,ŽƐƉŝĐĞƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƐ
ƐƉĞĐŝĂůŝƐƚƉĂůůŝĂƚŝǀĞĐĂƌĞƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐĨŽƌ
^ŽƵƚŚEŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶƐŚŝƌĞ͘
tĞƉƌŽǀŝĚĞŝŶƉĂƚŝĞŶƚĐĂƌĞ͕ŽƵƚƉĂƚŝĞŶƚ
ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ͕tĞůůďĞŝŶŐƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ͕
,ŽƐƉŝĐĞΛ,ŽŵĞ͕ůǇŵƉŚŽĞĚĞŵĂƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ
ĂŶĚƉĂůůŝĂƚŝǀĞĐĂƌĞĐůŝŶŝĐĂůŶƵƌƐĞ
ƐƉĞĐŝĂůŝƐƚƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ͘tĞŚĂǀĞƚǁŽƐƉĞĐŝĂůŝƐƚ
ŽŶƐƵůƚĂŶƚƐŝŶƉĂůůŝĂƚŝǀĞŵĞĚŝĐŝŶĞ͕Ă
ƚĞĂŵŽĨĚŽĐƚŽƌƐĂŶĚƐƉĞĐŝĂůŝƐƚŶƵƌƐĞƐ
ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐǁŝƚŚŝŶƚŚĞ,ŽƐƉŝĐĞĂŶĚƚŚĞ
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇĂƐǁĞůůĂƐŝŶEŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶ
'ĞŶĞƌĂů,ŽƐƉŝƚĂůĂŶĚĂŶĞƚƌĞ,ŽƐƉŝƚĂůŝŶ
ĂǀĞŶƚƌǇ͘
tĞŽĨĨĞƌƐƉĞĐŝĂůŝƐƚƉŚǇƐŝĐĂů͕
ƉƐǇĐŚŽůŽŐŝĐĂů͕ƐŽĐŝĂů͕ĂŶĚƐƉŝƌŝƚƵĂůĐĂƌĞ
ƚŽƚŚŽƐĞǁŝƚŚůŝĨĞůŝŵŝƚŝŶŐŝůůŶĞƐƐĞƐ͘KƵƌ
ĨŽĐƵƐŝƐŽŶƋƵĂůŝƚǇŽĨůŝĨĞĂŶĚƌĞƐƉĞĐƚŝŶŐ
ƚŚĞƵŶŝƋƵĞŶĞƐƐŽĨĞĂĐŚƉĞƌƐŽŶ͘
dŚĞĐŽƐƚŽĨƌƵŶŶŝŶŐƚŚĞŚŽƐƉŝĐĞŝƐŽǀĞƌ
άϮ͘ϰŵŝůůŝŽŶ͕ĂůĂƌŐĞƉĂƌƚŽĨǁŚŝĐŚĐŽŵĞƐ
ĨƌŽŵƚŚĞŐĞŶĞƌŽƵƐƐƵƉƉŽƌƚŽĨůŽĐĂů
ĐŽŵƉĂŶŝĞƐĂŶĚŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂůƐƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ
ƚŚĞĐŽƵŶƚǇ͘

,ŝƐƚŽƌǇ
ǇŶƚŚŝĂ^ƉĞŶĐĞƌ,ŽƐƉŝĐĞŽǁĞƐŝƚƐŽƌŝŐŝŶ
ƚŽƚŚĞĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶŽĨĂEŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶ
ĐŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞǁŚŝĐŚǁĂƐƐĞƚƵƉŝŶϭϵϳϮƚŽ
ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĐĂŶĐĞƌƌĞůŝĞĨŝŶ
EŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶƐŚŝƌĞĂŶĚƚŽƌĂŝƐĞĨƵŶĚƐĨŽƌ
ĐŽŶƚŝŶƵŝŶŐĐĂƌĞ͘hŶĚĞƌƚŚĞŝŶƐƉŝƌĞĚ
ůĞĂĚĞƌƐŚŝƉŽĨƚŚĞůĂƚĞƌĞŶ:ŽůůĞƐ͕ďǇ
ƚŚĞĞŶĚŽĨϭϵϳϱƚŚĞĐŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞŚĂĚ
ƌĂŝƐĞĚĞŶŽƵŐŚĨƵŶĚƐƚŽďƵŝůĚĂŶŝŶͲ
ƉĂƚŝĞŶƚĨĂĐŝůŝƚǇŽĨϮϱďĞĚƐǁŚŝĐŚǁĂƐ
ƚŚĞŶŽƉĞŶĞĚďǇƚŚĞůĂƚĞYƵĞĞŶůŝǌĂďĞƚŚ
ƚŚĞYƵĞĞŶDŽƚŚĞƌŝŶDĂǇϭϵϳϲ͘
ƚƚŚĞƚŝŵĞ͕ǇŶƚŚŝĂ^ƉĞŶĐĞƌ,ŽƐƉŝĐĞ
ǁĂƐŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞĨŝƌƐƚŵŽĚĞƌŶŚŽƐƉŝĐĞƐŝŶ
ƚŚĞĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͘dŚĞϳƚŚĂƌů^ƉĞŶĐĞƌĂŐƌĞĞĚ
ƚŽďĞWĂƚƌŽŶŽĨƚŚĞĐŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞ͕ĂŶĚ
ǇŶƚŚŝĂ^ƉĞŶĐĞƌ,ŽƵƐĞ;ĂƐŝƚǁĂƐƚŚĞŶ
ĐĂůůĞĚͿǁĂƐŶĂŵĞĚĂĨƚĞƌŚŝƐůĂƚĞǁŝĨĞ͕
>ĂĚǇǇŶƚŚŝĂ^ƉĞŶĐĞƌsKK͘
dŚĞǇŶƚŚŝĂ^ƉĞŶĐĞƌ,ŽƵƐĞdƌƵƐƚǁĂƐƐĞƚ
ƵƉƚŽƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞĚƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĨŽƌƚŚĞ
ƵŶŝƚ͕ĂŶĚŝŶƚŚĞŶĞǆƚĚĞĐĂĚĞŝƚůĞĚƚŽĂ
ĨƵŶĚƌĂŝƐŝŶŐĐĂŵƉĂŝŐŶƚŽďƵŝůĚĂĚĂǇƵŶŝƚ
ǁŚŝĐŚǁĂƐŽƉĞŶĞĚďǇƚŚĞůĂƚĞŝĂŶĂ͕

WƌŝŶĐĞƐƐŽĨtĂůĞƐ͕ŝŶϭϵϴϱ͘/ŶϭϵϵϬƚŚĞ
&ƌŝĞŶĚƐŽĨǇŶƚŚŝĂ^ƉĞŶĐĞƌ,ŽƐƉŝĐĞǁĞƌĞ
ĨŽƌŵĞĚ͕ƚŽƌĂŝƐĞĨƵŶĚƐƚŽƐƵƉƉŽƌƚƚŚĞ
,ŽƐƉŝĐĞƉĂƚŝĞŶƚƐĂŶĚƚŽƌĂŝƐĞƚŚĞƉƌŽĨŝůĞ
ŽĨƚŚĞ,ŽƐƉŝĐĞŝŶƚŚĞůŽĐĂůĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͘

,ŽǁǁĞĂƌĞĨƵŶĚĞĚ
tŚǇĚŽǁĞŶĞĞĚƉĞŽƉůĞƚŽŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĞ
ĞǀĞŶƚƐ͕ƚĂŬĞŽŶĂƐŬǇĚŝǀĞ͕ĂďƐĞŝůĚŽǁŶ
ƚŚĞEŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶ>ŝĨƚdŽǁĞƌŽƌǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌ
ĨŽƌƵƐ͍
dŚĞƐŝŵƉůĞĂŶƐǁĞƌŝƐǁĞǁŽƵůĚŶŽƚďĞ
ĂďůĞƚŽƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĂŶĚĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞƚŽŐƌŽǁŽƵƌ
ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐĂŶĚƚĞĂŵƐǁŝƚŚŽƵƚƚŚĞƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ
ĂŶĚŐĞŶĞƌŽƐŝƚǇŽĨŽƵƌůŽĐĂůĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͘
dŚĞĐĂƌĞƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚŝƐũŽŝŶƚůǇĨƵŶĚĞĚďǇ
ƚŚĞĐŚĂƌŝƚǇĂŶĚďǇƚŚĞE,^͘&ŽƌϮϬϮϮͲϮϯ
ǁĞŶĞĞĚƚŽƌĂŝƐĞάϮ͕ϬϬϬ͕ϬϬϬ͘dŚĂƚΖƐ
άϱ͕ϰϳϵƉĞƌĚĂǇƚŽĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞĂůůƚŚĞ
ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐƚŚĂƚǇŶƚŚŝĂ^ƉĞŶĐĞƌ,ŽƐƉŝĐĞ
ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƐŝŶEŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶĂŶĚ
ĂĐƌŽƐƐEŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶƐŚŝƌĞĂŶĚĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞ
ƚŽŝŵƉƌŽǀĞ͘
dŚĞĐŚĂƌŝƚǇŚĂƐĐŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĚƚŽŝŶĐƌĞĂƐŝŶŐ
ƚŚĞĂŵŽƵŶƚƚŚĞǇƌĂŝƐĞĞĂĐŚǇĞĂƌƐŽƚŚĂƚ
ŵŽƌĞƉĞŽƉůĞĐĂŶďĞŚĞůƉĞĚďǇƚŚĞ
ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞĂŶĚƚŚĂƚƚŚĞƐĞƌǀŝĐĞĐĂŶďĞ
ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞĚ͘KƵƌĨŽĐƵƐĨŽƌŝŵƉƌŽǀĞŵĞŶƚĂƚ
ƚŚĞŵŽŵĞŶƚŝƐƚŽĞǆƉĂŶĚĐĂƌĞŝŶƚŚĞ
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ;,ŽƐƉŝĐĞĂƚ,ŽŵĞͿ͘
tĞĂƌĞĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶƚƵƉŽŶƚŚĞŐĞŶĞƌŽƐŝƚǇ
ŽĨŽƵƌŵĂŶǇƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĞƌƐĂŶĚĐĂŶŽŶůǇ
ĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞƚŽƐƵƉƉŽƌƚƚŚĞĐĂƌĞŐŝǀĞŶ
ďĞĐĂƵƐĞƉĞŽƉůĞĐĂƌƌǇŽŶĚŽŶĂƚŝŶŐ͘

sŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌǁŝƚŚƵƐ
ƚǇŶƚŚŝĂ^ƉĞŶĐĞƌ,ŽƐƉŝĐĞǁĞŚĂǀĞĂ
ĚĞĚŝĐĂƚĞĚĂŶĚƉĂƐƐŝŽŶĂƚĞƚĞĂŵŽĨƐƚĂĨĨ
ďƵƚĂƐǁŝƚŚŵŽƐƚĐŚĂƌŝƚŝĞƐ͕ǁĞĂůǁĂǇƐ
need extra help and that’s why
ǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐĂƌĞƐŽŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ͘EŽƚŽŶůǇ
ĂƌĞƚŚĞǇĂǀŝƚĂůĐŽŐŝŶƚŚĞƉƌŽǀŝƐŝŽŶŽĨ
ŽƵƌƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ͕ƚŚĞǇĂůƐŽďƌŝŶŐĂŶĞǆƚƌĂ
ĚŝŵĞŶƐŝŽŶƚŽƚŚĞĐƵůƚƵƌĞĂŶĚ
ĂƚŵŽƐƉŚĞƌĞĂƚǇŶƚŚŝĂ^ƉĞŶĐĞƌ͘Ɛ
ƉĂƐƐŝŽŶĂƚĞĂĚǀŽĐĂƚĞƐĨŽƌƚŚĞĞǆĐĞůůĞŶƚ
ƉĂůůŝĂƚŝǀĞĐĂƌĞĂŶĚƐƵƉƉŽƌƚǁĞƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ
ŚĞƌĞ͕ƚŚĞǇĂůƐŽŚĞůƉĐƌĞĂƚĞĂůŝŶŬ
ďĞƚǁĞĞŶƚŚĞ,ŽƐƉŝĐĞĂŶĚƚŚĞ
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͕ĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐŝŶŐĨƵŶĚƌĂŝƐŝŶŐĂŶĚ
ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐŝŶŐĂǁĂƌĞŶĞƐƐ͘
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sŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌŝŶŐŝƐŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞŵŽƐƚ
ƌĞǁĂƌĚŝŶŐƚŚŝŶŐƐǇŽƵĐŽƵůĚĞǀĞƌĚŽǁŝƚŚ
ǇŽƵƌƚŝŵĞ͘
&ŽƌŵŽƌĞŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶĐŽŶƚĂĐƚƵƐ͗
ϬϭϲϬϰϵϳϯϯϰϬ
ĨƵŶĚƌĂŝƐŝŶŐΛĐǇŶƚŚŝĂƐƉĞŶĐĞƌ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ

FINANCIAL PLANNING,YOUR WAY.

FINANCIAL PLANNING IS ABOUT YOU – YOUR NEEDS,

FINANCIAL
PLANNING
IS ABOUT
YOU – YOUR NEEDS,
YOUR
AMBITIONS,
YOUR PEACE
OF MIND.
YOUR AMBITIONS, YOUR PEACE OF MIND.

We’re an award-winning independent firm of Chartered Financial

We’re an
award-winning
firm
of with
Chartered
Planners
and
since 2002 we’ve independent
been helping our
clients
tailored
Financial Planners and since 2002 we’ve been helping
our clients with tailored advice. We’ll help you to invest
want
and enjoy the
feeling
knowing youryou
money
is inand
goodenjoy
hands.
intelligently,
plan
theofretirement
want
the feeling of knowing your money is in good hands.

advice. We’ll help you to invest intelligently, plan the retirement you

Talk to us today to see how we can help you enjoy the present, safeguard

Talkfuture
to usand
today
to your
see how
your
protect
legacy.we

can help you enjoy the
present, safeguard your future and protect your legacy.

01327 354321

theteam@fortitudefp.co.uk

fortitudefp.co.uk

4 Selby Barns, Duncote, Towcester, Northants, NN12 8AL

Fortitude Financial Planning Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority
entered on the Financial Services Register No 419881
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EĞǁƉůĂǇŝŶŐŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚŝĞƐǁŝƚŚdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ^ƚƵĚŝŽĂŶĚ
Towcester Studio Band
has been making great music in the
town for well over a hundred years
and this year, following the
disruption of lockdown, the band is
fully back playing together.
Once again ,we’re entertaining the
residents of Towcester at local events,
helping to raise money for charity,
taking part in competitions and we’ve
performed far and wide, including a
tour in Germany in August.
As Towcester grows, so does the band
and in order to meet demand, we
recently launched a second band as
part of the organisation, called TSB2.
TSB2 is open to brass players and
percussionists of all ages and ability
who might be looking to gain more
experience or start playing again after
taking a break. So if you’re learning to
play, or haven’t played for a while, why
not get in touch?
We rehearse at our refurbished band
hall off Islington Road from 6.30pm
until 7.30pm on Wednesday evenings.
It’s all very informal and low pressure,
and if you don’t have an instrument
then we might even be able to provide
one.
Back in July, just prior to end of term,
TSB were invited to demonstrate the
benefits of learning to play brass
instruments and percussion through a
nationwide initiative called ‘Proms in
the Playground’.
The intention of the scheme was for
music groups to showcase their
particular brand of music making to
youngsters, many of whom have been
introduced to brass and percussion and
might be looking for additional
opportunities to learn and enhance
their playing skills through becoming a
member of a musical group, such as a
Brass Band.

‘WƌŽŵƐŝŶƚŚĞWůĂǇŐƌŽƵŶĚ’ at Pattishall Primary School
A small group of players headed first to
Pattishall school and then to Nicholas
Hawksmoor, to demonstrate what
brass instruments look and sound like.
The pupils were all brilliant and enjoyed
the short break from a normal school
day activities. Sincere thanks to both
schools for inviting us along as part of
the important initiative.
The links between Towcester Studio
Band and local schools actually tracks
back to the early 1970’s when TSB’s
junior band became the heartbeat of
what is now Sponne School Brass. In
fact, one of the founding players of the
Sponne School Brass group is still
playing with TSB to this day, some 52
years later!
For many years Brass Band music was
considered to be mainly Marches and
Hymns, but the spectrum is actually far
reaching and includes lots of popular
music from the charts, films, stage and
screen. Yes, we still play formal music
when the occasion dictates but there is
much fun to be had listening to and
playing in Brass Bands, just ask the
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audience at the Towcester Midsummer
Music concert at The Mill, or indeed our
informal Saturday concert at the same
venue in early July. There were lots of
opportunities for audience participation,
and participate they did!
At a time when resources are stretched
in some walks of life, Towcester Studio
Band is working hard through the TSB2
initiative to provide opportunities for the
young and ‘not so young’ to experience
the camaraderie and fulfilment that
being part of a musical group offers.
If you would like to make further
enquires please don’t hesitate to get in
touch. Email Dave Howard or call him
on 07578 075509.

Towcester Studio Band
www.towcesterstudioband.co.uk
towcesterstudioband@gmail.com

dŚĞƐŽƵůĨƵůƐŽƵŶĚŽĨƚŚĞ<ŝŶŐůŝǀĞƐŽŶ͘͘͘ŝŶdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͊
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dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌDŝůůƌĞǁĞƌǇ͘
ŶƚŽŶǇƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĞĚƐĞǀĞŶƐŚŽǁƐĂǁĞĞŬĨŽƌƐĞǀĞŶǇĞĂƌƐŝŶƐŽƵƚŚĞƌŶ^ƉĂŝŶĂŶĚ
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Double Joy for Towcester Centre for Leisure at ukactive Awards
Towcester Centre for Leisure has received
two national awards at the 2022 ukactive
Awards, which took place at the end of June.

West Northamptonshire Council and Parkwood
Leisure during closures as a result of the
pandemic.
The refurbishment project included a new
multipurpose studio and spinning room
extension, increased gym space, upgraded
shower and changing facilities and renovations
to the spa.
Cllr Adam Brown, West Northamptonshire
Council's Deputy Leader, and Cabinet Member
for Housing, Culture and Leisure, said:

The ukactive Awards recognise and celebrate
excellence and innovation across health,
wellbeing, and fitness in the UK. This year’s
awards ceremony took place in person for the
first time since 2019 and was held on
Thursday, June 30, at Birmingham’s ICC.
In recognition of its post-COVID-19 recovery,
Towcester Centre for Leisure was named
Regional Club/Centre of the Year for the
Midlands and also won the coveted National
Club/Centre of the Year.
Commended for its focus on customers, staff,
and community engagement, the centre
underwent over £1m of extensive
refurbishments working in partnership with

"Towcester Centre for Leisure receiving
recognition for two national awards is a huge
testament to the amazing work they do for the
community.

and physical activity and improve the quality of
service delivered to communities nationwide.
Francois Smit, Parkwood Leisure Regional
Director, said: "Towcester Centre for Leisure's

ukactive Awards win is a fantastic
achievement; to not only be recognised
regionally, but to win the National Centre of
the Year award too demonstrates the
important role that the facility plays in
supporting its local community.

"The centre upgrades have really improved the
visitor experience and feedback from members
has been very positive. We're incredibly proud
of the team's achievements, a big well done to
everyone!"

“We are extremely proud of the refurbishment
work which took place during very challenging
conditions during the COVID-19 pandemic,
and all of the staff at the site who continue to
manage this popular facility and inspire and
encourage people to be more active – a huge
congratulations on this incredible
achievement.”
Parkwood Leisure, which manages Towcester
Centre for Leisure and Brackley Leisure Centre,
is one of the UK’s leading leisure facilities
operators, working in partnership with local
authorities to increase participation in sport

Happy 30th Birthday!
Towcester Centre for Leisure celebrated its 30th anniversary in
glorious conditions on Sunday 24th July.
The event was officially opened by Town Mayor, Cllr Martin Johns, and
was open to the entire community with a range of free or heavily
subsidised activities for the whole family.
Cllr Johns said, “It was great to be at TCFL’s celebration event. I was

made very welcome by the staff in this, our family-friendly centre that
has enabled thousands of local young people to learn to swim. It’s also
helped local people, young and not so young to keep fit, and enjoy
playing sport and the companionship of others. Here’s to the next 30
years!”
Outside, visitors enjoyed an inflatable slide and bungee run, warrior
challenge, face painting, splat the rat, tombola, and treasure hunt.
Indoors, the flume and waves, and inflatable fun in the pool, and soft
play and bouncy castle in the air-conditioned sports hall which offered
respite from the sunshine. Catering was provided by some of the local
food and drink companies and was well received throughout the day, as
visitors were able to relax and soak up the atmosphere while listening to
the resident DJ.

Image credit: Pivotal Digital Marketing

Towcester Leisure Centre offers a 70+ station gym which has been recently extended providing a new dedicated functional fitness area. Further
development of the centre includes a new multi-purpose studio, ‘STUDIO+’. This space is perfect for smaller group fitness classes as well as
providing the community with a meeting space. The Centre offers a variety of group exercise classes suitable for all levels and abilities across the
three studios. New pool changing facilities were also opened in 2021. The centre also offers a range of activities and boasts two 3G all-weather 5aside pitches, 4-court sports hall and so much more. See the website for opening times, classes, pool timetable and to book your activities.
www.leisurecentre.com/towcester-centre-for-leisure
01327 322480
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Safe At Home
From companionship through to complex care needs
our trusted and highly trained team are by your side,
keeping you safe in your home for longer.
Our visit times range from 30 minutes right up to
live-in care. We offer everything from personal
care to shopping, cleaning or social visits.

Recruitment:
We are looking for professional
and dedicated carers to join our
team in the Towcester area.
Flexible hours available, please
get in touch to find out more.

Contact Us:
01908 299 032
www.bluebirdcare.co.uk/milton-keynes
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REGULAR EVENTS
COUNTRY MARKET
9-11:30am, Thursdays
Local produce from bakers, growers, and
makers, plus refreshments.
The Sawpits Centre, Richmond Road
LITTLE BORROWERS PLAYTIME
(Formerly Towcester Toy Library)
9:30-11:30am, Thursdays
Under 5’s play sessions
Towcester Youth & Community Centre
TOWCESTER KNIT & NATTER
1st & 3rd Tuesday of the month
All knitters welcome.
10am-12noon Costa Coffee Shop

NOVEMBER
28th Oct - 12th Nov : POPPY APPEAL
Poppy Sellers required. Contact David Reed
dreedsfm@sky.com
4th : POLICE DROP-IN SURGERY
Meet your local neighbourhood policing team
4-6pm Library at The Forum
9th : RICHARD III – A Misjudged Villain?
TDLHS presentation with Steve Dimmer
£3 non-members
7:30pm The Sawpits Centre
13th : REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
25th : POLICE CRIME PREVENTION EVENT
Meet your local neighbourhood policing team
10am-3pm Town Hall

TOWCESTER HANDMADE FAYRE
1st Saturday of the month
Artisan craft fayre. Products made and sold by
local artists and makers.
9:30am-4pm Towcester Town Hall

26th/27th ART SOCIETY EXHIBITION
Towcester Town Hall

TOWCESTER FARMER’S MARKET
2nd Friday of the month
Outdoor market of independent local stalls
and producers.
9am-1pm Richmond Road Car Park

7th : POLICE DROP-IN SURGERY
Meet your local neighbourhood policing team
2-4pm Library at The Forum

TOWCESTER GIFT BAZAAR
Last Saturday of the month
Craft and gift fair
9:30am-4pm Towcester Town Hall

OCTOBER
1st-9th : SOUTH NORTHANTS ARTS TRAIL
Visit local artists in their studios or community
venues, watch them in action and purchase or
commission one-of-a-kind artworks. Trail
brochure available from participating venues.
Towcester venues: The Chantry House,
Vitreus Art at Bell Plantation & Val Goldfinch’s
Studio.
www.arts-sn.org.uk
1st & 2nd : TOWCESTER TIDY UP
Volunteers Required! Contact Rtn David Reed
dreedsfm@sky.com
2nd : MIDLANDS COLUMBARIAN
SOCIETY SHOW
Meet award-winning pigeons and their
keepers and learn all about fancy pigeons.
Towcester Youth & Community Centre
7th : POLICE DROP-IN SURGERY
Meet your local neighbourhood policing team
2-4pm Library at The Forum
8th : RBL Coffee Morning
Pop in for a cuppa and chat!
Contact David Reed
dreedsfm@sky.com
21st : QUIZ NIGHT & RAFFLE
Fundraising event for the Mayor’s charities
7:30pm Town Hall

DECEMBER

10th : CHRISTMAS CHEER CONCERT
The Choral Society will perform music by
Britten, Byrd, Lauridsen & Gjeilo
tickets@towcesterchoralsociety.org.uk
7:30pm St Lawrence Church
13th : HISTORY OF STAINED GLASS
TDLHS presentation with Mike Caddy
£3 non-members
7:30pm The Sawpits Centre
15th : CAROLS IN THE SQUARE
Towcester Market Square
16th : Schools break up for Christmas

COMMUNITY GROUPS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Towcester Evening WI
Rotary Club of Towcester
Rotary eClub of District 1070
Towcester & District Lions Club
Towcester U3A
Towcester Scout & Guide Groups
Towcester Choral Society
Towcester Local History Society
Towcester Writers Group
Towcester Museum
Towcester Studio Band
Churches Together
Towcester & District Art Society
Towcester Town Football Club
A5 Rangers Cycling
Towcester Table Tennis Club
Towcester Brdge Club

21st-28th : School Holidays

Dates & events may be subject to change.

22 : MUSICA CONCERT
Acapella Choir, wine & nibbles
Tickets £10 per person
Book in advance at Tove Benefice Office
7:30pm St Lawrence Church

Share your group or event with the
community. To be included in the December
issue, contact the editor by 25th October by
email at enquiries@towcester-tc.gov.uk

nd

Advertising charges may apply.

Northamptonshire offers a surprising
variety of landscapes from the rolling
hills in the north, to the scenic vistas
and amazing woodlands in the south.
If you add the Grand Union Canal with its many
towpaths and quaint little villages, that are veiled in
history, it is no wonder that they call this county the
“Hidden Cotswolds”.
This is a pleasant walk which may get a little
muddy in the wetter months. Please park in the
local area (use side streets) and then make your
way to the start of the walk, which commences
from St Mary The Virgin Church, Church End,
Roade, Northampton NN7 2NP.
For the exact location go to: what3words.com/
unlucky.thinkers.lingering

THE ROUTE

ROADE RAMBLE
Distance:

5.2 miles

Surface:

Varied

Difficulty:

Moderate

Dog Friendly:

Small dogs
only (stiles)

Approx time:

2 hours

Approx Steps:

11,200

Turn left at the junction and walk by the Roadhouse
Yoga Cafe and The Cock Pub. Cross the road at the
zebra crossing opposite the pub and follow the path past
the pub. You will now walk along the main road, with the
methodist church on your right. As you approach the
T&H Newsagent on the left, you will need to cross the
road to join the footpath on the opposite side where you
see the sign Burman Court. Cross the road (take care
crossing near the bend) and follow the footpath sign.
The public footpath now weaves its way over fields and
stiles with stunning views over Northamptonshire
Countryside. You will pass through a farm and then the
path turns into a Bridleway. Shortly there are wind
turbines on your left, but you will also see The Windmill
Natural Burial Ground to the right which opened in 2020.
The walk continues over open fields and little wooded
areas before you end up in Courteenhall. You will see
Courteenhall Estate from the church graveyard which is
rather spectacular.
After Courteenhall, you now work your way back to
Roade via the public footpaths, which again takes you
through another pocket of woods, and various fields with
livestock.
Download this walk, complete with turn-by-turn photos
at: www.adventuregeek.co.uk/ag65
Photo turn-by-turn instructions and GPX files are
available in the map download.

PHOTO CHALLENGE
For each Adventure Geek walk we challenge you to take
a photo and upload to Facebook, Twitter or Instagram
using the hashtag #AGPhotoChallenge
Your photo challenge is to find two geocaches and a
sundial. Also, see if you can spot a beacon, lots of
windmills, lovely brown sheep and a fabulous view of
Courteenhall House.
Check out our latest guided walks:
https://adventuregeek.co.uk/events

Download more self-guided walks with interactive maps:
https://www.adventuregeek.co.uk/walks-to-download

Contact: Julia Doherty – 07855 522027
or email julia@adventuregeek.co.uk for more information.

NEW BRANCH NOW OPEN

FOR ALL YOUR
PLUMBING &
HEATING NEEDS
FREE DELIVERY SERVICE
THOUSANDS OF PLUMBING,
HEATING & BATHROOM
PRODUCTS IN STOCK
TRADE & RETAIL WELCOME
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Towcester Plumbing
Units 1-3, Building 5
Bell Plantation
Watling Street
Towcester
NN12 6GX

W

TO

ER

BY

PA
SS

t: 01327 224600
johnnichollstrade.co.uk
sales@johnnicholls.co.uk
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Follow us on

Opening Hours
Monday - Friday 7:30am - 5:00pm
Saturday 8:00am - 12noon
Sunday Closed

WHERE
GIRLS
THRIVE

VISIT US
To book a personalised tour or to
enquire about our admissions process
please contact our admissions team on
01280 812610, via email
admissions@thorntoncollege.com
or visit our website.

THE ONLY LEADING INDEPENDENT
DAY & BOARDING SCHOOL FOR GIRLS
IN THE AREA

Pre-Prep/Prep/Senior/Sixth Form

Set in 25 acres of beautiful countryside just 15
minutes from Milton Keynes city centre,
Thornton is a school with strong values where
girls of all faiths, or none, are welcome.
We offer exceptional teaching and small class
sizes, outstanding pastoral care and a nurturing
home environment for weekly, termly and flexiboarding options.

For girls ages 3 to 18 years old.

THORNTONCOLLEGE.COM
THORNTON COLLEGE,THORNTON, MILTON KEYNES, MK17 0HJ
Thornton College exists to provide quality education. Registered charity no. 247358

