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A WORD FROM THE MAYORS!
A “Thank you” from Councillor Lisa Samiotis
Towcester Town Mayor 2019-2020

And finally, to all the children: thank you for the lovely
rainbows you have made which I have enjoyed seeing
displayed in your windows whilst on my walks.

I never thought I would be writing my final ‘Word from the
Mayor’ during a pandemic lockdown!

I would like to thank everyone for their kind wishes and
support over the past year and I wish my successor
Councillor Richard Dallyn all the best for his forthcoming
Mayoral year.

Before I get to the here and now, I would like to share with
you how my year as Mayor has been.

Stay safe and I hope to see you all soon.

Thank you to all the groups and organisations who have
invited me to many varied and enjoyable events in our town.
I have met wonderful people along the way, and everyone
has been so kind and welcoming.

Lisa
And “Hello” from Towcester’s next Mayor,
Councillor Richard Dallyn

I am thankful to everyone who has contributed to my Mayor’s
Charities: from those that have attended and supported my
events, to the public who have donated out of the kindness
of their heart. Sadly, due to the Coronavirus pandemic, I was
unable to hold my final event, My Big Fat Greek Party, which
I was so looking forward to and would have been so much
fun. I am disappointed I did not raise as much money for my
charities as I would have liked, however, I am sure they will
still be grateful for the £2000 for each cause, raised from
our generous community. I look forward to seeing how this
will contribute towards the goals of Towcester C of E Primary
School, Nicholas Hawksmoor Primary School and of course,
Towcester Town Football Club.

May is the month when the
Town Mayor passes the Chain
of Office to his or her successor.
This year is a little different
because of the continuing
Covid-19 lockdown.
As things stand, I will become
your new Mayor ‘virtually’ on 18th
May, but until life gets a bit more
back to normal, I will not be able
to organise or attend any events. The cancellation of this
year’s Midsummer Music Festival weekend is a case in point.
However, I look forward, as positively as possible, to things
happening in Towcester later in the year and through into
2021.

So, here we are in a lockdown that none of us expected. We
must try to stay positive in this very strange time: For those
who find yourselves at home with the family, let us be grateful
for the extra time we are spending with our families who
would normally be at work and at school. And although some
days you may feel like tearing your hair out, remember that
these are times we will never get back, so try to make the
most of it. For others, this could be a time to reflect, learn
new skills and to think about what we do next.

I have been a town councillor since 2015, and a district
councillor as well. My family moved to this area in 1988, and
I have lived in Towcester itself for nearly 16 years. I am sure
you will agree it is a great place to live, and this lockdown
period is showing how the townsfolk are pulling together to
support others.

I congratulate the residents of Towcester who have been
observing the social distancing rules. As I have walked my
dog on my permitted exercise of the day, I have noticed how
quiet it has been. Although it is called ‘social’ distancing,
please remember that as long as we are physically
distanced, we can still speak to people: a friendly “hello” goes
a long way to brighten someone’s day for those who live
alone and are perhaps going out for the first time in a week.

And supporting people is my chosen Mayor’s charity for the
forthcoming year: Macmillan in Northamptonshire.
The work that this charity does to help so many who have
cancer to live life as fully as possible, providing physical,
financial and emotional support, is well known. But the need
for more support is ever present, perhaps even more so now
with understandable emphasis on coronavirus.

This can be an especially difficult time for people who live
miles away from their families, particularly parents and
grandparents, especially if loved ones are unwell and all we
want to do is give them a hug. Thank goodness we have
learnt how to make a video call!

My wife sadly died of cancer some years ago, but at the time,
the support from Macmillan was so important. You probably
know someone yourself with cancer. So, your support for this
charity will be very welcome.
Finally, just to say again,
once we are safe to organise
events, we will get things
happening. Let us try to look
forward positively.

For those still working within our town and further afield, in
the supermarkets, pharmacies, butchers, convenience
stores, teachers supporting the children of key workers as
well as those at home, hospitals and post offices, etc, thank
you for doing such a great job in very trying circumstances
and still with a smile on your face: this has not gone
unnoticed.

Richard
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Towcester steps up
to combat coronavirus
Dear Towcester Resident,
As we watch the news unfold regarding the Covid-19/Coronavirus outbreak, many of us are
wondering what will happen next.
These are difficult times for all of us, for our families, loved ones, friends and neighbours.
Towcester, and our surrounding villages, are known for their sense of community. This is a time
when we all need to help one another. So, if you are able, please do try and support those who might
be particularly vulnerable. Perhaps there's someone you know who you could call on the phone just
to check if they are okay from time to time?
Not letting people feel lonely and isolated can be as important as having food on the table. If a
neighbour can't get out to shop – perhaps could you help pick up some groceries for them? Could
you help an elderly relative or friend access video calling via Facebook Messenger or WhatsApp, to
help them to see a friendly face?
Local people have already taken the great initiative of setting up a Facebook support group called
'Coronavirus Community Support Towcester'. If you can help in your community, please join the
group and offer your support and register as a volunteer via Northamptonshire County
Council’s website (details overleaf).
Also, when you are doing your weekly or daily shop please remember to leave enough products on
the shelf for the next person. We are assured that there is plenty of stock to go around if everyone
only takes what they need. Our supermarkets are receiving deliveries daily so there is plenty to go
around for everyone if we are careful. Please also consider purchasing additional items for
Towcester Foodbank for those unable to buy extra supplies.
Towcester Town Council would like to thank all those who are helping to deal with this emergency
including our local doctors, nurses and other medical staff, ambulance and emergency staff and all
those in public and private sector services who are responding. Our supermarket staff have been
under pressure and we thank them too. There are many others, too numerous to mention, who are
also playing their part to keep the country running, and keeping people safe, including everyone
staying at home to help prevent the spread of the virus.
Together our community will overcome this health emergency.
Stay safe.

Councillor Lisa Samiotis
Towcester Town Mayor

This leaflet is produced by the Towcester Town Council to update residents and their families on
the activities being organised within our town to support each other and combat the effects of the
Covid-19 outbreak and reflects the situation at the time of printing. Further editions of this leaflet
may be issued subject to the changing circumstances.
Leaflet compiled on 9th April 2020 with information and advice correct at that time.
20200904-1
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Towcester steps up
to combat coronavirus
Northamptonshire County Council is coordinating support efforts. Organisations and individual volunteers
(not already enlisted by these organisations) must register via their website to help them receive up to date
information and access to critical supply chains. This will help map out where offers of support are available
and will ensure those people who need the most help receive it.

www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/coronavirus-updates/
Pages/volunteer-to-help-those-in-need-coronavirus.aspx

Those requiring help are asked to call the support line
0300 126 1000 (option 5)
This support line allows those who cannot leave their homes under current restriction and those who have
nobody to call upon for help, to request support in getting access to food, prescriptions and other vital services
they require.
The key public health message:
For most people, coronavirus will be a mild infection. If you live alone and you have symptoms of the
coronavirus illness (a new continuous cough and/or a high temperature), however mild, you must stay at
home for 7 days from when your symptoms started.
If you live with others, and one of you has symptoms, then all members of the household must stay at home
and not leave the house for 14 days. The 14-day period starts from the day when the first person in the house
became ill.
Do not go to a GP surgery, pharmacy or hospital. You do not need to contact the NHS to tell them you are
staying at home. For more information about when to call 111 and to get further advice, please visit:

www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
Unless you are a key worker or cannot work from home, you must stay at home to prevent the virus from
spreading. You may only leave your home:
•
•
•
•

For shopping for basic necessities, such as food and medicines, as infrequently as possible
For any medical need, including to donate blood, avoid or escape risk of injury or harm, or to provide
care or to help a vulnerable person
For one form of exercise per day, for example a run, walk, or cycle – alone or with members of your
household
To travel to and from work, but only where you cannot work from home.

To prevent the spread of the virus, wash your hands for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser when leaving and
returning home, after blowing your nose, sneeze or cough, eat or handle food. Avoid touching your eyes,
nose and mouth with unwashed hands. Double-bag used tissues. Avoid close contact with people who are
unwell. Stay 2 metres (3 steps) away from other people when outside. Protect yourself and others.
Other local information points:

➢ Towcester Town Council www.towcester-tc.gov.uk/covid19-support
➢ South Northants Volunteer Bureau www.snvb.org.uk
➢ Brook Health Centre www.brookhealthcentre.co.uk (Tel: 01327 323900)
Leaflet compiled on 9th April 2020 with information and advice correct at that time.
20200904-1
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Towcester Royal British Legion
Due to the Coronavirus lockdown there has been little activity within the Branch since our February meeting. The first main casualty
was the annual Poppy Quiz which was scheduled for 24th March. That was also the date of my 75th Birthday, so I was really gutted
not to be able to buy all 90 members a celebratory drink! If we can rearrange the quiz for a different date then obviously it just won’t
be the same, so tough!!

Plans were fully in place to celebrate the 75th Anniversary of VE Day over the weekend of 8th - 10th May, but that has been cancelled
too. The National RBL hope to provide some virtual celebrations, so please look out for them. One of the elements of our local
celebrations would have been the sale of commemorative mugs, coasters and fridge magnets, with a percentage coming to our local
Branch. Bob Hilton provided the locally produced, high quality, coasters at the 2018 Poppy Appeal. You can still request these lovely
mementos by contacting Bob at www.personalisedsurprise.co.uk or Robhil55@gmail.com and because he lives in Towcester, Bob
will arrange delivery to you directly.
Our usual fundraising plans for the Summer will be severely affected, if not completely knocked out. Our Summer BBQ and Raffle
at the end of June will almost certainly be cancelled and we don’t yet know if the Blakesley Show will be taking place in early August.
Even the Poppy Appeal is an unknown quantity at present. The number of outlets in shops, pubs, etc. will certainly be reduced and
if the rumours of “Over 70s” being locked down for a lot longer than “Under 70s” become fact, then the volunteers who stand/sit in
Waitrose, Tesco and the Market Square will be drastically reduced accordingly.
If you are interested in sparing a little time assisting during (we hope) the 2020 Poppy Appeal then please contact me.
David Reed, Poppy Appeal Organiser
dreedsfm@sky.com - 07970 597044 - 01327 352414

The Poppy Appeal only collects about 40% of the money which is necessary to fund the RBL’s
work which runs to over £2 Million every week so any money given is very gratefully received.

We normally (and hopefully will, in the not too distant future) meet once a month on the second Tuesday of the month at the
Sports & Social Club on Swinneyford Road for a 7.30pm start and all are welcome.
We usually have a speaker talking about some aspect of the military or military history. You do not have to have served in the Armed
Services to become a member of the RBL.
Some of the services provided by the RBL can only be offered to ex- or current serving personnel or their dependants, but that stipulation
does not apply to anyone wanting to become a member.
So, pop along to our next meeting and see for yourself: you’ll be made very welcome.
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THE WAR IS OVER!

In February 2020, preparations around the world were
underway to commemorate the 75th Anniversary of VE-Day.
In Britain, the Bank Holiday was moved to Friday, 8th May,
and a weekend of celebrations were planned. Across the
nation at 2.55pm on 8th May buglers would sound The Last
Post and Reveille; at 3pm lone pipers would play the tune
Battle O’er, followed by the Nation’s Toast, where customers
in pubs, clubs, restaurants and bars would raise their glasses
‘to the Heroes of World War II who gave so much’. Streets,
sports centres and halls would be decorated with bunting and
flags, communities would host parties and revellers would
dance the night away to the classic Big Band sounds of the
1940s. Church bells would ring out and religious services
would celebrate peace and remember the dead.

On 8th May 1945, one million people took to the streets in
Great Britain to celebrate VE Day marking the end of the
Second World War in Europe. That morning, Prime Minister,
Winston Churchill, was assured by the Ministry of Food, that
there were enough stocks of beer, and the Board of Trade
announced people could buy red, white and blue bunting
without using their ration coupons.
Throughout the day, King George and Queen Elizabeth
appeared on the balcony at Buckingham Palace where they
were joined by Princess Elizabeth, Princess Margaret and
Winston Churchill. That evening, whilst the King and Queen
were waving to the crowds for the last time, the princesses
had already left the palace and were celebrating with the
crowds in the streets of London. Nineteen-year-old Princess
Elizabeth recalled,

The Nation’s Toast to the Heroes of WWII
“To those who gave so much, we thank you”

“We stood outside the palace and shouted, ‘We want
the King’ …
I think it was one of the most
memorable nights of my life.”

However, by March, governments across Europe faced a
common enemy and were forced to introduce emergency
measures unpresented in peacetime. Terms including lockdown, self-isolation and social distancing have become the
norm and towns and cities across Europe have fallen silent
as communities wage war on COVID-19.

By midnight, 50,000 people had gathered in Piccadilly Circus,
and around the country, complete strangers embraced each
other and danced in the streets to music coming from
gramophones, accordions and barrel organs. Dance halls
stayed open until midnight and Licencing hours were
extended so people could toast the end of the war in Europe.

At the time of writing this article, we are focusing on keeping
our communities safe and supporting those who are
providing the vital services we all need. We are also looking
forward, and Bruno Peak the VE Day Pageantmaster is
hoping the planned VE Day celebrations can be moved to the
weekend of 15th – 16th August, the 75th Anniversary of VJ
Day, marking the end of the War in Japan. If this is the case,
and the current restrictions are lifted, during that weekend
we could be celebrating the anniversary of the end of the
Second World War and victory over Coronavirus.

On a more sombre note, King George gave a radio broadcast
to the Nation in which he praised his subjects’ endurance
over the previous six years and called for lasting peace. He
also paid tribute to those who could not join in the
celebrations saying,

“Let us remember those who will not come back …
let us remember the men and women in all those
services who have laid down their lives. We have
come to the end of our tribulation and they are not
with us at the moment of our rejoicing.”

Philomena Liggins
Banner Image: King George, Queen Elizabeth, Princess
Elizabeth, Princess Margaret and Winston Churchill on the
balcony of Buckingham Palace 8th May 1945.
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Unmentioned in Despatches
Some of them never come home to fanfares,
they dump their kit-bags down at the door,
kiss their wives and let their children
wrestle them down to the kitchen floor,
switch the telly on, pour out a whiskey,
search for the local football score.
Some of them skip the quayside welcome,
dodge the bunting and cannonade,
make their landfall in silent harbours,
nod to the coastguard, but evade
the searchlight of public scrutiny
like those engaged in the smuggling trade.
Some of them land at lonely airfields
far removed from the celebration,
hang their flying gear in a locker,
cadge a lift to the railway station,
make for home and take for granted
the short-lived thanks of a grateful nation.
Some of them miss the royal salute,
the victory parade along the Mall,
the fly-past, the ships in formation passing
the cheering crowds on the harbour wall.
Remembered only by friends and relatives,
some of them never come home at all.
Poet: Peter Wyton
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OLD TOWCESTER 34 – The War Memorial
departed brethren had given their lives for; although there
was Peace, there was much to be done. The singing of
“Fight the Good Fight”, “There is a Land” and “For All
the Saints” may have stirred patriotic emotions for some
but may well have passed over those whose loss was still
hard to bear.
A reporter for the Northampton Mercury was in the crowd,
as he undoubtedly would have been for dozens of similar
unveilings in the County, noting the names of those
involved on the day plus details of the monument: “The
memorial which was designed and executed by Messrs J
G Pullen & Sons, of Bridge-street, Northampton, takes the
form of a very handsome and graceful Cross, standing
10’6” high, and is erected in the Cemetery. It is of grey
granite and the inscription is in raised lead letters.” Few
of those in the crowd would have been able to make the
journeys overseas to mourn over the graves of their lost
sons, husbands and fathers. These raised lead letters were
the only memorial where they could leave their flowers
and express their grief.
When first considered in February 1919, it was thought a
memorial worthy of the heroic sacrifices should be for the
Towcester district. It should be permanent and contribute
to the general welfare of the community. The first idea
proposed was for a nursing home in Towcester, for which
£570 was promised but needed £5000, and then came a
suggestion for public baths followed by a recreation
ground, an institute, stained-glass windows and memorial
tablets. This led to much difference of opinion between
various leading figures in the town and at the end of May
1919 it was agreed to create a committee of ten
townspeople, ten ex-servicemen and ten relatives of those
who had fallen, to decide what should be done. This
committee eventually chose the proposition put forward
by some of the war widows who had lost their sons. They
wanted a shrine or monument in Towcester cemetery
where those who had suffered loss could go and pay their
tribute of affection. In addition, the Committee took up the
offer of a Recreation Ground offered by Sir Thomas
Hesketh (now part of Sponne School playing Field) on
which they erected the ‘Peace Hut’ for use by the town,
which appears to have been demolished in WWII.
At the end of WWII, a Local War Savings Committee was
wound up and the £276 fund transferred to a new
Towcester War Memorial Fund Committee. Concerts and
dances were held but these were not well supported by the
town and in May 1946 it was reported that the committee
had unanimously decided to disband and dispose of the
funds. The sum of £50 was set aside for a memorial
plaque, £50 to the British Legion and the rest to provide

34a – The War Memorial

One hundred years ago, on the 7th May 1920, there was a
crowd of people at the entrance to the cemetery at the top
of Brackley Road, some of whom were in uniform, others
in sombre black clothes either newly bought for the
occasion or rarely brought out apart for events like this.
The Boy Scouts, Girl Guides and school children looked
diminutive as they lined up with the Clergy, surpliced
choir, Fire Brigade, Special Constables, Policemen, Parish
Councillors and teachers. As the Last Post sounded there
was a profound silence; nothing but the wind, bird song
and stifled sobbing broke into a moment when time
seemed to pause. Some stared fixedly at the newly erected
cross, the wreathes and names on the stone around the
base. These were the names of the men who should have
been in the crowd with their parents, wives and children
but instead their corpses lay buried miles away across the
Channel in cemeteries on the edge of battlefields or within
unknown clay tombs.
The silence marked the end of the unveiling and
dedication of the Town’s War Memorial to the dead of
WWI. Major General Mott performed the unveiling,
urging all around him to complete the work which their
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equipment for a new children’s playground. In December
1947, the Parish Council decided to make a collection to
cover the expenses of putting the names of the 1939-45
war dead on the War Memorial. In the following January
the question of whether to include the name of Herbert
Kilsby was raised.
Herbert, who was known as Bert, was born in Towcester
in 1914, married Gladys Rooke in Towcester in 1937 and
had a son, Brian, who died in 1941 at, or shortly after,
birth. By profession, Bert was a carpenter and joiner.
Bert’s parents, Frederick and Kate, lived on Watling Street
near Sun Yard. Bert became a member of the Towcester
Home Guard and was accidentally killed on Sunday 2nd
April 1944.

another noted Bert had been dismissed an hour before the
accident. Cllr Groom argued that as he was in uniform, he
should be included. The council was split on the decision
and the Chairman gave a casting vote against. Thankfully,
there was a change of opinion and B Kilsby is inscribed in
lead letters on the Cemetery memorial. There is also a
Commonwealth War Grave memorial to him as H. G.
Kilsby and his is one of the 1068 memorials erected in the
United Kingdom to members of the Home Guard in
WWII. As well as the official headstone, he had another
headstone inscribed “Bert, beloved husband of May
Kilsby.” Part of the cost of the headstone probably came
from the funds raised in the town for Bert’s widow and the
injuries that Alfred Salmons obtained. These funds
enabled Alf to open a newsagent’s shop in the town from
which he could make a living.

34b – Bert Kilsby’s Official headstone

The Home Guard parade in the Conservative Club had
finished and about 1pm, both Bert and Alf Salmons were
cycling south along Watling Street near the Town Hall.
Two lorries were in front of them approaching the Town
Hall bottleneck; the driver of the rear lorry was travelling
from London to Stoke on Trent with a heavy load. He
applied his brakes as he was getting too close to the one in
front, hit the kerb causing his load to move and break the
ropes supporting it. On the greasy road the three-ton lorry
went into a skid and struck both men. The impact flung
Alf 60 feet along the road causing him to be badly injured.
Bert suffered shock and a fractured skull, dying of these
injuries shortly after he was taken to hospital.
At the Parish Council meeting, considering the inclusion
of Bert’s name on the War Memorial, there were
differences of opinion. The other names were of men who
died on active service, but Bert was a member of the Home
Guard who died in an accident. One councillor stated that
“He just happened to be in Home Guard Uniform” and

34c – Alf Salmons’ former shop at 117 Watling Street West

Surprisingly, I have been unable to find any newspaper
articles relating to rededication of the War memorial after
the inclusion of the new names. In September 1948, the
Northampton Mercury does record the unveiling of a
Portland Stone War Memorial tablet in St Lawrence
Church which is now above the WW1 Roll of Honour in
the North Aisle. This memorial only names eleven
Towcester men; the name that is missing is Bert’s.
Brian Giggins, Towcester & District Local History Society
[Sources: Northampton Mercury: 14-2-1919, 4-4-1919, 30-5-1919,117-1919,7-5-1920, 7-4-1944, 28-4-1944, 23-11-1945, 3-5-1946, 5-121947 and the memories of J Morris and J Freeborough]
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TOWCESTER IN BLOOM
Dig for Victory

Bell Plantation takes a look at growing your own and what can be
planted in the next couple of months.
In WWII, due to the risk to
merchant seamen of bringing in
food from overseas, food was in
short supply. The Government
therefore
encouraged
householders to produce more
food at home. One way was to
grow their own fruit and
vegetables and this was largely
done from seed.
Today growing your own food is
still popular and it doesn’t take a
huge vegetable plot to get a good
crop. For example, strawberries
and some varieties of tomatoes
can be grown in hanging
baskets, salad leaves can be grown in a window box or container, as
can herbs, potatoes can be grown in growbags and carrots in lengths
of drainpipe! So, no matter whether you have just a sunny window
ledge, a balcony or a whole vegetable plot, you can proudly produce
your own edible goodness.

Sow from seed
May is potentially the last month for sowing Brussel sprouts if you
want them in time for Christmas! You can also still sow cabbage,
cauliflower, carrots,
beetroot, swede and
turnips, along with kale,
spinach, Swiss chard and
some other leafy
vegetables and salad.
If you have room inside,
you can sow peppers and
chillies and even
cucumbers if you fancy
giving them a go!

June
Plant some Runner Beans
There is still time! Sow them directly in the ground now.
Plant out tender veg
Now the risk of frost has passed, you can plant out tender vegetables
such as courgettes, squash and sweet corn.

We are well into the season now, but there’s still plenty to be planted in
May and June.

May
Plant Tomato plants out
As the weather warms up and the risk of frost has passed, small
tomato plants can start to be planted outside. Find them the sunniest
spot you can as this will help them thrive and help maximise crop
production. If you haven’t had chance to grow them from seed, you
will be able to buy tomato plants from a garden centre.

Look after your Tomato plants
If May was still a little frosty, now is a good time to plant your
tomatoes outside. Pinch off any new side shoots to help direct the
plants energy into fruit growing on the main stem and tie up your
plants to canes or supports as your plants will grow quite high and get
very heavy (hopefully!).
For help and advice on anything garden related, pop in to, or call
Bell Plantation Garden Centre and their expert team will be happy
to help you.
01327 354126
www.bellplantation.co.uk
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Towcester Writers’ Group
dŚĞĨŝƌƐƚŵĞĞƚŝŶŐŽĨƚŚĞdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌtƌŝƚĞƌƐ’'ƌŽƵƉǁĂƐŚĞůĚŽŶtĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇϭϴƚŚ:ĂŶƵĂƌǇϮϬϭϮ͕ŝŶƐƉŝƌĞĚďǇ>ŽƵŝƐĞsĂƌŐĂƐ͘tĞǁĞƌĞǁĞůĐŽŵĞĚŝŶƚŽ
ƚŚĞŽůĚůŝďƌĂƌǇ͕ŶŽǁdŚĞ^ĂǁƉŝƚƐĞŶƚƌĞ͕ďǇƚŚĞŚĞůƉĨƵů͕ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚŝǀĞƐƚĂĨĨ͘
tŝƚŚƚŚĞŽƉĞŶŝŶŐŽĨdŚĞ&ŽƌƵŵ͕ǁĞƚƌĂŶƐĨĞƌƌĞĚŽƵƌĂĐƚŝǀŝƚŝĞƐƚŽƚŚĞƐƉůĞŶĚŝĚŶĞǁůŝďƌĂƌǇ͘tŝƚŚƌĂƌĞĞǆĐĞƉƚŝŽŶƐ͕ǁĞŚĂǀĞĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞĚƚŽŵĞĞƚŝŶƚŚĞ
ŶĞǁůŝďƌĂƌǇĨƌŽŵϳ͗ϯϬƉŵƚŽϵ͗ϯϬƉŵŽŶƚŚĞƚŚŝƌĚtĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇŽĨƚŚĞŵŽŶƚŚĞǀĞƌƐŝŶĐĞ͘tĞĞǆƚĞŶĚĂǁĂƌŵǁĞůĐŽŵĞƚŽĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞ͕ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌǇŽƵ
ŚĂǀĞĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞŽƌŶŽƚ͘DĞĞƚŝŶŐƐĂƌĞĐƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇƐƵƐƉĞŶĚĞĚƵŶƚŝůĨƵƌƚŚĞƌŶŽƚŝĐĞ͘
KƵƌĂŝŵŝƐƚŽĞǆƉůŽƌĞǁĂǇƐŽĨĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐŝŶŐĐƌĞĂƚŝǀŝƚǇǁŚŝůĞŵĂŬŝŶŐǁƌŝƚŝŶŐĂŶĞŶũŽǇĂďůĞĂŶĚůŝĨĞͲĞŶŚĂŶĐŝŶŐƉĂƐƚŝŵĞ͘ďŽǀĞĂůů͕ǁĞƐĞĞŬƚŽďĞƐŽĐŝĂďůĞ
ĂŶĚ͕ǁŚĞƌĞƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ͕ŚĂǀĞĨƵŶ͘dŚĞƌĞŝƐŶŽƐĞƚƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞĨŽƌĂŵĞĞƚŝŶŐ͘ƚǇƉŝĐĂůĞǀĞŶŝŶŐŵŝŐŚƚŝŶĐůƵĚĞĂƐŚŽƌƚĐƌĞĂƚŝǀĞĞǆĞƌĐŝƐĞ͕ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŽŶƐŽĨ
ďŽŽŬƐƚŚĂƚŚĂǀĞŝŶƐƉŝƌĞĚƵƐĂŶĚƌĞĂĚŝŶŐƐĨƌŽŵŽƵƌŽǁŶǁŽƌŬĨŽƌƐƵƉƉŽƌƚŝǀĞĐŽŵŵĞŶƚĂŶĚĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ͘KĐĐĂƐŝŽŶĂůůǇ͕ǁĞŵĂǇĂůůďĞŝŶǀŝƚĞĚƚŽ
ďƌŝŶŐĂůŽŶŐĂƉŝĞĐĞŽŶĂƚŚĞŵĞƐĞƚŝŶĂĚǀĂŶĐĞ͘tƌŝƚĞƌƐ;ĂŶĚǁŽƵůĚͲďĞͲǁƌŝƚĞƌƐͿŽĨƉŽĞƚƌǇ͕ƉƌŽƐĞĂŶĚƉůĂǇƐŝŶĂůůŐĞŶƌĞƐĂƌĞĞƋƵĂůůǇǁĞůĐŽŵĞ͘
zŽƵĐĂŶĨŽůůŽǁƵƐŽŶůŝŶĞĂƚ͗ǁǁǁ͘ĨĂĐĞďŽŽŬ͘ĐŽŵͬdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌtƌŝƚĞƌƐ






MARY©
Oh raggedy old woman with
Your weak and toothless smile
With folded skin and greying locks
Has life been such a trial?
Your groans, your protestations and
Your yells and grumpy do
Your shouting out so very loud
Disguising the real you
I wonder who you really are
Beneath your upset veil
What person did you used to be
Before you got so frail
Dressed in confusion’s linen and
Dementia’s shrouding cloak
What have those eyes seen in the past
What stories have you spoke
What person did you used to be
Before the clutch of age
Took hold with mask eclipsing
The oak’s sagacious page
And what conflicts have you witnessed
throughout your long long years
The battles, wars and struggles that
Still steel your heart and tears
The loves that came and loves that went
The jobs you did so well
I wonder what great yarns you have
What history you can tell
For through the windows of your eyes
Your sweeter soul’s laid bare
I wonder raggedy old maid
Why no-one seems to care?

Background notes to ‘MARY’ by Gini …
Recently, in hospital, there was an old woman. She was 92 years old – a
raggedy old lady, confused, frail, but clearly under the impression she was
going home. She kept shouting and yelling down the ward at the nurses –
sometimes nicely, sometimes rather impolitely but generally her lucidity
was not what it would have been. I sorted her radio out to try and quieten
her down for a bit to be honest, but Radio 2 didn’t seem to do much – no
surprises there! She then got a severe telling off from the nurses for asking
where the “bastards” had got to at the top of her voice in one of her
muddled, confused, insane moments. The nurse went on and on about how
much they have to put with, the abuse, the poor pay, the long hours blaming
the old woman all the while for her indiscretion. And I looked on and
thought just what a waste it was – that sort of lecture didn’t work; she
couldn’t remember what had happened two minutes ago so how was she
going to remember what this nurse was saying to her two minutes later.
Needless to say, the nurse left, and the old woman muttered sweet nothings
in the air that went behind her – mumbling away to herself, still confused,
still convinced she was going home and critically still alone. I went over
again and spoke to her – I sat there in the chair and listened to her for some
20 minutes. I told her she couldn’t be naughty and had to wait her turn and
then got her telling me stories about her life – her marriage, her children,
her jobs, her homes, her romances, holidays. We passed 20 minutes of time
but probably jumped between 6 or 7 decades of memories and slowly in that
time she calmed down and started to refer to the nurses as “little angels”,
“pretty girls”, “the charming young doctor.
Her aggression dissipated and it made me realise that we all judge far too
quickly when we’re upset about how someone is treating us particularly
when they don’t have too much nice to say but we don’t always take the time
to get to know someone – to give them a bit of space and open the curtains
on their lives so that the sun can really shine out of them. So, from now on,
I’m going to try really hard to do that so that I don’t risk keeping the drapes
closed harbouring a rainy, stormy and to be honest rather grotty day.
And the old woman, well thankfully she then was so exhausted after her trip
down memory lane, she dosed off for the rest of the day much to the relief
of the rest of the ward I’m sure but you know I guess I’ll always remember
her now! I don’t know her name, but god bless her.

Dementia Action Week is usually held in the last week of
May, but due to the Covid-19 outbreak will be delayed
until later in the year.
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THREE REMEMBER AMBERTON© By Phil Dorkins
be given by Dr Denzil Edwards, past Professor in Behavioural Sciences at
Winander University. I'm sure he will recall something very profound from
his school days.'
There was a respectful silence from the students, each one wondering what
recollections this eminent academic would regale.
'Good afternoon,' Denzil Edwards began rather formally. 'I'm becoming quite
concerned at some of the messages that often appear on Facebook and
Twitter, and other websites of social media. There seems to be a plethora of
anonymous scurrilous abuse, vicious insults and often death threats sent by
those harbouring real or imaginary grudges. What I'm aghast at, is the lack of
subtlety in the quest of redress or revenge. In our younger days, we acted
quite differently by giving considerable thought on how to get our own back.
Although he'll deny it, Mr Hartley and I loved to play retaliatory tricks on
those who had trespassed against us. I've long forgotten most of them, but
one does stand out in the memory. Throughout the war, both of us were in
the choir at the old Congregational Church in Steelgate Road. We had been
reported to our minister, the Reverend John Shepherd, by the spoilsport
organist, Samuel Dean.'
At this point, Ted turned to Barbara Hudson, and whispering loudly,
exclaimed, 'He caught us sampling the communion wine.'
Ex-professor Edwards disdainfully ignored the resultant laughter and
resumed his story. 'For our minor transgression, we were forbidden to go on
the Sunday School trip. I was furious because there was a girl I wanted to sit
next to on the coach.'
On hearing this, Ted grinned, wrote a note and passed it to Barbara Hudson.
It was a one-word message which said, 'You!'
Barbara Hudson sent a one-word reply. 'Rubbish!' but winked at him.
Unaware of the clandestine exchange of notes, Denzil Edwards continued his
story. 'Over several weeks, the pair of us devised our get-even scheme. It was
the organist's job to select the hymns for the evening service, so we came early
and substituted one hymn number for another on the display board and
waited.
At the appropriate time, the minister announced the next hymn. 'Number
451,' he called, glancing at the board.
After a short delay while the organist scrambled to find the altered hymn, the
congregation rose and sang, 'Glorious things of thee are spoken. Zion city of
our ... ' The music ceased abruptly with the singing stuttering to an end. The
minister had known after the first notes, the organist soon after, and
eventually most in the church knew why.
It was early in 1942 and during the darkest period of the war, they were
singing heartily, a hymn to the tune of the German National Anthem.
To our satisfaction, the organist was the butt of derision for months and even
viewed with grave suspicion by others.'
The retired professor smiled blandly at his audience and said before seating
down, 'So, never, never undervalue the infinite possibilities of subtlety.'

'Right, just settle down then.'
Donald Stourton, Deputy Head of General Studies at Raydon College Sixth
Form called his group to order. It was an afterschool session on civic affairs
with an attendance of six girls and five lads, all wondering how interesting the
meeting would be.
'Today we are privileged to have three speakers who have kindly agreed to
evoke memories from the past,' stated Don Stourton. 'All three grew up here,
left to pursue their careers, and then after retiring, have returned to the town.
So, may I introduce our first speaker, Mrs Barbara Hudson.'
This was greeted with enthusiastic clapping for Babs Hudson, now whitehaired but still slim and spritely, who had been a notable doubles tennis
player, appearing several times at Wimbledon in the 1960s.
'Thank you so much,' she beamed. 'Although I grew up during the Second
World War, I want to take you back fifty or so years before. Firstly, let me
give you a question to consider. Would you erect an elaborate memorial to
someone who implacably opposed letting the town have a recreational
ground? No, and I wouldn't either but even to this day we have one sited in
the High Street. It is, of course, the Pierce Memorial and has been there since
1911.
'This all came about when it was agreed that Amberton should do something
worthwhile to mark Queen Victoria's Golden Jubilee in 1887. The most
popular suggestion, so my grandfather told me, was for a recreation field. The
problem was the cost – £800 – a huge sum in those days. So instead, the
council members voted to have a new clock for the Guildhall. The Town
Clerk, E. C. Pierce, then took it upon himself to do all he could to oppose
the idea of a recreation ground and in doing so made himself a hated figure.
This galvanised the working men, including my grandfather, to form a
committee and very soon raised the required amount. Land near the Uplands
was purchased, and in 1890 was officially opened by the mayor. Needless to
say, Mr Pierce was not one of the guests invited to the ceremony.
Nevertheless, when he died, his friends managed to get a memorial edifice
erected. So, if you want to be remembered with a statue, just oppose the will
of the people. 'Barbara Hudson beamed again and sat down, leaving the next
speaker to be introduced.
Ted Hartley was a career soldier, rising to the rank of Regimental Sergeant
Major and seeing service in several post-war conflicts. Since returning to
Amberton, after twenty-five years in the army, he had become involved with
local youth organisations.
'Thank you for your kind reception. I recognise several of you here through
the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme I run. My interest in a military career
arose through being a patrol leader in the 1st Amberton Scout Troop during
the war, when we were called upon to do several duties. Mine was to guard
the allotment gardens of Abbey Street, which I undertook with my fellow
scout, Joe Small.
It wasn't very exciting traipsing around small cultivated plots but one Saturday
morning in November 1940, at about seven-thirty, something happened
literally out of the blue. Walking around in the semi-darkness, we heard a
strange moaning sound. Startled, but not at all scared, we tracked the groans
stealthily from shed to shed. Then lying on a bed of sprouts, we stumbled on
a man in a very dazed condition. Asking what was the matter, he muttered
quietly, 'I, mein head haf hurt.' Close by was a parachute attached to a solid
heavy-looking wooden box. I quickly realised he wasn't a registered allotment
holder and despatched Joe to the police station. The sergeant and a constable
soon appeared, and the man, together with the box, were taken away. I later
learned that he was an enemy spy and the box – against which he had struck
his head – was a short-wave transmitting set. So, even in Amberton, we had a
little incident to ease the wartime drudgery and I didn't get any
acknowledgment for my bravery either.' The ex-Sergeant Major glowered
teasingly at his audience as though daring them to doubt his story.
Don Stourton rose again. 'Thank you for recalling your contribution to the
war effort. We'll take a break now and partake in some refreshment and
reconvene in fifteen minutes.'
'Right, pay attention now. After our little buffet – I see all the sandwiches have
gone and most Coke cans empty – and so to our final contribution. This will
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TOWCESTER EVENING WI
At the beginning of March our President,
Sue Hamilton, was at the Houses of
Parliament in London attending the
Green Heart Hero Awards Ceremony,
organised by the Climate Coalition,
along with local artist, Val Goldfinch. Val
had helped our WI members to change
their green rubbish into a fantastic green
heart piece of artwork to highlight our
concerns over climate change.
What a lot has changed since then!
Following the Government Guidelines
our April and May meetings were
cancelled but members have come
together to keep the WI community spirit
going and drawing on their various skills
to remain involved in different ways.
We held our first ever virtual meeting in
April, and we intend to do the same for
our May meeting. Those members with
sewing skills have made drawstring
bags for NHS staff scrubs to be placed
in to go directly into washing machines thus reducing the risk of contamination in their own homes. We have also been
collecting hand cream for NHS workers. Our Gardening Team has donated flowers to staff and residents of Ridgway
House Care Home as they are missing flowers normally brought in by visitors. There are other plans in the pipeline to help
NHS staff at our local hospitals and GP surgeries too.
And of course, we are checking up on all our members; shopping for them; collecting prescriptions; baking; tending the
WI planters; and much more besides.

Towcester Evening WI welcomes all new residents to Towcester and hope you will enjoy living in our town.
We are an active group of ladies and part of the National Federation of WIs (www.thewi.org.uk). The WI is a non-political,
non-religious organisation and campaigns on many national and global issues. As well as our monthly meetings we have
a team of ladies who work tirelessly to keep the town’s planters looking good and we run a regular sociable craft group.
You would be most welcome at any of our meetings which are usually held on the 1st Thursday monthly at the Sawpits
Centre in Richmond Road at 7.30pm. Physical meetings are currently suspended until further notice, but we are meeting
online. Please see article above.
For more details, check out our WI on Facebook: www.facebook.com/TowcesterEveningWI1971 or ring our Secretary,
Petra Griffen on 01327 831388 or President, Sue Hamilton on 01327 350822 or email towcesterwi@gmail.com
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The Tove Valley Centre - The Impact of COVID-19
The site of the planned Tove Valley Centre was handed
over to Steele & Bray Limited Chartered Building
Contractors on Monday 9th March, and the work of building
the TVC began. Just 2 weeks later, the focus of work shifted
to making the site safe and secure ahead of closing the site
for works on Friday 23rd March, in order to help to prevent
the spread of COVID-19. Representatives from Steele &
Bray are checking the site regularly and will deal with any
issues that arise. Anyone noticing that something is not
right on the site should contact Steele & Bray directly
on 01604 716808.
God gave the membership of Towcester Baptist Church the
vision for the Tove Valley Centre in 1990. This was at a time
when the Chapel on Watling Street in Towcester was
becoming too small to accommodate the growing
membership and the building had fallen into some disrepair.
Consequently, the Chapel was sold in 2000, leaving the
Church without a permanent base in Towcester. Tove
Valley Baptist Fellowship was later formed by the
amalgamation of Towcester Baptist Church and Weston
Baptist Church. The Towcester congregation has
worshipped regularly at Nicholas Hawksmoor School since
2005.
Tove Valley Baptist Fellowship acquired the land next to the
Shires on Northampton Road, Towcester in 2002 and
planning permission for The Tove Valley Centre was
subsequently granted. However, plans for the TVC were
modified in January 2019 and planning permission for the
new design building was granted in mid-2019.
Construction will re-commence in due course, and the TVC
will be built. It will become the home of Tove Valley Baptist
Fellowship where God will be worshipped, and people will
be welcomed. It will be a facility that enables TVBF to better serve the local community through its existing groups, such as
Wednesday Tots and Youth Club as well as new groups, such as a Luncheon Club for older residents in our community. It will
also be available to other charity, professional and interest groups to provide their services and hold meetings. It will be
available to Towcester residents for parties, weddings and so on, as well as for music and other events. More information can
be found at www.tovevalleycentre.co.uk
We still have some fundraising to do in order to make the TVC a comfortable and welcoming place for all users. All fundraising
events are currently on hold due to COVID-19. Please keep an eye on local press for further information. Meanwhile, we would
welcome any donations large or small that can be made via: https://localgiving.org/tovevalleycentre
If you are a local business owner and would like to support this important project by helping with the fit out of the building or
landscaping of the grounds, please contact us via contact@tovevalleycentre.co.uk We will be pleased to explain what we
require and what we can offer you in return for your support.

Towcester Evergreen over 50’s Club
We are a local club for over 50’s, who enjoy
meeting up once a month to board a coach for a
day out to various destinations.

We are looking for more people to join us, once
restrictions are lifted, either as a member or a
non-member.
If you would like to find out more, please contact
Carole on 01327 352564.
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ŚƵƌĐŚĞƐdŽŐĞƚŚĞƌŝŶdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ
,ĞůůŽĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ͕

^Ž͕ǁĞĚŽŶŽƚŶĞĞĚƚŽůĞĂĚĂůŝĨĞŽĨƉĞƌƉĞƚƵĂůĂŶǆŝĞƚǇ͖ǁĞĚŽ
ŶŽƚŶĞĞĚƚŽĨĂĐĞĞĂĐŚĚĂǇǁŝƚŚĚƌĞĂĚĂŶĚƚƌĞƉŝĚĂƚŝŽŶ͖ǁĞĚŽ
ŶŽƚŶĞĞĚƚŽůŝǀĞǁŝƚŚďƌĞĂƚŚͲƐƚĞĂůŝŶŐ͕ŵŝŶĚͲƐƉůŝƚƚŝŶŐǁŽƌƌǇ͘^Ž
ŚŽǁĚŽǁĞůŝǀĞƚŽĚĂǇǁŝƚŚĂƉĂŶĚĞŵŝĐŬŶŽĐŬŝŶŐŽŶŽƵƌĚŽŽƌ͍
tĞůů͕ǁĞůŝǀĞůŝŬĞƚŚĞĨŽůŬŝŶƚŚĞƐŝǆƚĞĞŶƚŚĐĞŶƚƵƌǇĚŝĚǁŚĞŶƚŚĞ
ƉůĂŐƵĞŚŝƚ͘KƌĂƐǁĞĂůƌĞĂĚǇĚŽŝŶĂŶĂŐĞǁŚĞƌĞĐĂŶĐĞƌŝƐƐƚŝůů
ĂƌŽƵŶĚ͕ Žƌ ƐǇƉŚŝůŝƐ͕ Žƌ ƉĂƌĂůǇƐŝƐ͕ Žƌ ŵŽƚŽƌǁĂǇ ĂĐĐŝĚĞŶƚƐ͕ Žƌ
ƚƌĂŝŶ ĐƌĂƐŚĞƐ͘ tĞ ůŝǀĞ ďǇ ƉƵůůŝŶŐ ŽƵƌƐĞůǀĞƐ ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ͕ ƚĂŬŝŶŐ
ƉƌĞĐĂƵƚŝŽŶƐ͕ ďƵƚ ĂůƐŽ ĚŽŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ƐĞŶƐŝďůĞ ĂŶĚ ŚƵŵĂŶ ƚŚŝŶŐƐ͘
tŽƌŬŝŶŐ͕ ƐŚŽƉƉŝŶŐ͕ ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ͕ ůŝƐƚĞŶŝŶŐ ƚŽ ŵƵƐŝĐ͕ ƉƌĂǇŝŶŐ͕
ďĂƚŚŝŶŐƚŚĞĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͕ĐĂƌŝŶŐĨŽƌŽƵƌĨƌŝĞŶĚƐĂŶĚŶĞŝŐŚďŽƵƌƐ͘

/Ŷ dŽůŬŝĞŶΖƐ Ζ&ĞůůŽǁƐŚŝƉ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ZŝŶŐΖ͘ &ƌŽĚŽ ĂŶĚ 'ĂŶĚĂůĨ ĂƌĞ
ŚĂǀŝŶŐĂĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƚŝŽŶ͗
“I wish it had not happened in my time”,
said Frodo.
“So do I”, said Gandalf, “and so do all who

live to see such times. But that it is not for
them to decide. All we have to decide is
what to do with the time that is given us.”

ŽƌŽŶĂǀŝƌƵƐ ŵĂǇ ǁĞůů ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞ ƵƐ͕ ďƵƚ ŝƚ ĚŽĞƐ ŶŽƚ ŶĞĞĚ ƚŽ
ĚŽŵŝŶĂƚĞŽƵƌŵŝŶĚ͘dŚĞƉƌĞƐĞŶĐĞŽĨĂŶǆŝĞƚǇŝŶƵŶĂǀŽŝĚĂďůĞ͕
ďƵƚƚŚĞƉƌŝƐŽŶŽĨĂŶǆŝĞƚǇŝƐŽƉƚŝŽŶĂů͘tĞŶĞĞĚƚŽƚĂŬĞĐŽŵŵŽŶ
ƐĞŶƐĞƉƵďůŝĐŚĞĂůƚŚĐĂƌĞƉƌĞĐĂƵƚŝŽŶƐ͕ďƵƚ/ĂůƐŽƐƵŐŐĞƐƚƚŚĂƚǁĞ
ĚŽŶΖƚũƵƐƚƐĞĞƚŚĞƉƌŽďůĞŵƚŚĞǁŽƌůĚŝƐĨĂĐŝŶŐ͕ďƵƚǁĞƐĞĞƚŚĞ
ƉƌŽďůĞŵĂŶĚ͕ŵĂǇďĞĨŽƌƚŚĞĨŝƌƐƚƚŝŵĞŝŶĂůŽŶŐƚŝŵĞ͕ďĞŶĚŽƵƌ
ŶĞĐŬĂŶĚŬŶĞĞƐ͕ĂŶĚƉƌĂǇ͘ĂŶ/ƐƵŐŐĞƐƚƚŚĞĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ͍

^Ž͕ŝŶƚŚĞůŝŐŚƚŽĨƚŚĞƉĂŶĚĞŵŝĐǁĞĂƌĞůŝǀŝŶŐƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ͕ǁĞŶĞĞĚ
ƚŽ ƚŚŝŶŬ ĂďŽƵƚ ŽƵƌ ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ͘ / ǁĂƐ ŚĞĂƌƚĞŶĞĚ ďǇ ƚŚĞ ůĞƚƚĞƌ /
ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŵǇůĞƚƚĞƌďŽǆǁŚŝĐŚƐŝŵƉůǇƐĂŝĚ͗Ζ,ĞůůŽ͕ŝĨǇŽƵ
ĂƌĞ ƐĞůĨͲ ŝƐŽůĂƚŝŶŐ͕ / ĐĂŶ ŚĞůƉΖ͘ /ƚ ǁĂƐ ĐƌĞĂƚĞĚ ďǇ ĞĐŬǇ tĞůůƐ
ĨƌŽŵ &ĂůŵŽƵƚŚ͕ ĂŶĚ ŝƚ ŚĂƐ ďĞĞŶ ǁŝĚĞůǇ ĐŝƌĐƵůĂƚĞĚ ŽŶ ƐŽĐŝĂů
ŵĞĚŝĂ͘ dŚĞ ƌĞĂƐŽŶ ƐŚĞ ĐŽŵƉŝůĞĚ ŝƚ ǁĂƐ͕ ƐŚĞ ƐĂŝĚ͕ ƚŽ ‘ŵĂŬĞ
ŬŝŶĚŶĞƐƐŐŽǀŝƌĂůΖ͘/ĂƉƉůĂƵĚŚĞƌĨŽƌƚŚŝƐ͘

ΖĞĂƌ>ŽƌĚ͕zŽƵƐƉŽŬĞƚŽƐƚŽƌŵƐ͘tŽƵůĚǇŽƵƐƉĞĂŬƚŽŽƵƌƐ͍
zŽƵĐĂůŵĞĚƚŚĞŚĞĂƌƚƐŽĨǇŽƵƌĨŽůůŽǁĞƌƐ͘tŽƵůĚǇŽƵĐĂůŵƚŚĞ
ĐŚĂŽƐǁŝƚŚŝŶƵƐ͍KŚWƌŝŶĐĞŽĨWĞĂĐĞ͕ďĞƋƵĞĂƚŚƚŽƵƐĂƐƉŝƌŝƚ
ŽĨĐĂůŵ͕ĂŵĞŶ͘Ζ

dŚĞŝďůĞŝƐƐƚŝůůĂďĞƐƚƐĞůůĞƌďŽŽŬ͕ĂŶĚƚŚĞŵŽƐƚŚŝŐŚůŝŐŚƚĞĚ
ƉĂƐƐĂŐĞŝƐƚŚŝƐ͗

'Do not be anxious about anything,
but in everything, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving present your requests to God'.

dŚĂŶŬƐĨŽƌƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ
WĂƵů<ŶŝŐŚƚZĞǀ

WŚŝůŝƉƉŝĂŶƐϰ͗ϲ

KŶďĞŚĂůĨŽĨŚƵƌĐŚĞƐdŽŐĞƚŚĞƌŝŶdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ






The Rotary Club of Towcester are pleased to announce the success
of many local students in the Rotary District 1070 Youth Competitions.
For many years, The Rotary Club of Towcester have been organising
a variety of Youth Competitions for local children and youth, including
Young Musician, Young Writer, Young Artist, Young Photographer,
Young Chef and Young Designer. In addition to these longstanding
competitions, for this year we have added Young Environmentalist and Young Film Maker.
The competitions have been well supported and the winners of our local competitions have received prizes
and certificates for their efforts and have been entered into the District competition competing against
entries from all over the East Midlands.
We have already had some great results at District level with several winners in the Young Musician
competition, a winner in the Young Artist competition and a winner and second place in the Young
Photographer competition including winning the overall Young Photographer of the Year Trophy.
The winners of the District competitions are now going forward to the National Competition to be held later
this year.
For further information about our competitions please email adrianharrison@towcester-rotary.org .uk
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Friends of Towcester Primary School
The Friends of Towcester Primary School are affectionately known as
‘FOTOPS’. Established in 2008 when the school became a Primary,
our various committees over the years have dedicated time, energy,
hard work and commitment to the school to raise funds for the extras
that the school budget cannot afford.
Over the years, they have helped to raise money for computer
hardware, reading books, science equipment, playground furniture,
maths resources, subsidies toward travel costs for trips… to name but
a few.
These past two years, I have really set a challenge for them - to raise
£20,000 towards a standalone library in the school grounds, and they
are nearly there because of their persistence to come up with new
and exciting fundraising activities. But they are not alone. They have
the support of our parents, the local community and the Town
Mayor, Cllr Lisa Samiotis, too.
Why do we need a new Library?
Our school is very lucky and has two libraries but in opposing parts of the
school grounds. They are accessible to those already motivated to go.
By positioning a bespoke library building for all children, visible to parents
too, our children will have easier access to the exciting books we have
to offer and support them with their reading development.
Once in place, this library will free up some space within the school for
a much-needed classroom conversion. As we all know, the new houses
have meant a growth to our town and schools. With no funding from the
building companies to support the town infrastructure until after the
completion of the new estates, we are needing to develop our own
provision under our own steam for now.
Tiny Tows Pre-School currently rent some of our school space. This is an invaluable setting for the local
community, and we are proud of the working relationship we have with them and other surrounding nurseries
and pre-schools.
Community help
We are so privileged to be a part of such a wonderful town
community and so many different groups of people and
individuals support the school in so many ways, thank you all so
very much. It never goes unnoticed and is always
appreciated. In supporting the Mayor, Cllr Lisa Samiotis, in her
quest this year to raise money for Nicholas Hawksmoor,
ourselves and the Towcester Football Club you have been
helping the children in our community. That can only be a
good feeling, right?!
Thank you for your continued support as always.
Mrs Jo Griffin
Head Teacher
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JOIN OUR
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
COMMUNITY TEAM

Please help keep
Towcester tidy

Regretfully, the scheduled Tidy Up at the end of March
fell victim to the lockdown. The next official Nationwide
Clean Up will be in September. Whether we will be able
to complete that is in the hands of the Government’s
response to the virus.

We are aware of our important role connecting members of
local communities together, to look out for each other and to
ensure each other's safety and wellbeing.
We believe in a caring society that is focused on trust and
respect, in which people are safe from crime and enjoy a good
quality of life.
We help people feel less afraid, vulnerable, or isolated in the
place where they live.
This is a challenging time for all of us - health, safety and
wellbeing must be our top priorities and at the heart of every
decision we make. Many of our volunteers and supporters are
in the age groups at higher risk from COVID-19 and may also
have other conditions that increase their vulnerability. The
most important actions we can all can take is to do everything
we can to avoid becoming ill and placing further pressure on
the NHS and other emergency services.
How we are responding to COVID-19:
•
keeping you and loved ones safe;
•
supporting your community and others; and
•
being aware of COVID-19 scams and crimes.

Street Representatives
Street Representatives help monitor what is going on by
reporting incidents and concerns to the Police.
We monitor activity and report back to the Police, and in return
you can opt to receive County Alerts from the Police and local
information updates from us.

Please join us
Contact the Safer Towcester Co-ordinator
Mike Hornett mike.hornett@gmail.com

However, I have undertaken a couple of “local” litter
picks near where I live as part of my allowed outdoor
exercise sessions. You could do the same!
Simply take a rubbish bag with you and pick up litter
whenever you go out on your daily exercise. Remember
to wear protective gloves and adhere to distancing
guidelines. Stick to open areas and take care, especially
if you have children, by watercourses and roads. You can
borrow litter pickers from me, including child-sized
ones, but please ensure you wash your hands before and
after use and sanitise the handle before returning it.
If anyone would like to borrow equipment from me, I will
leave it outside my door at an agreed time. When you
have finished with it, return it to the same place and let
me know.
Please put what you pick up in your own appropriate
coloured bin for collection by SNC.
With a lot less footfall around the Town, there is less
obvious litter around but there is still plenty out there
when you look for it.
Thank you.
Rotarian David Reed
01327 352414 07970 597044

Northamptonshire Police request that where possible, crimes,
scams and suspicious activity are reported online at
https://www.northants.police.uk otherwise call 101. Only use
999 in an emergency where there is a danger to life.

SaferTowcester
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dreedsfm@sky.com

YARDLEY GOBION &
THE HIDDEN VILLAGE
Distance:

4 miles

Surface:

Varied

Difficulty:

Moderate

Dog Friendly:

Yes!

Approx time:

1h 40m

Approx Steps:

8500

Northamptonshire
offers
a
surprising variety of landscapes
from the rolling hills in the north,
to the scenic vistas and amazing
woodlands in the south. If you
add the Grand Union Canal with its many
towpaths, quaint little villages that are
secreted in history it is no wonder that they
call this county the “Hidden Cotswolds”.
This is a fabulous walk that includes many
things to see such as a hidden village, a
Dovecote, a few churches, monuments and of
course
fantastic
Northamptonshire
countryside.
Parking in The Coffee Park Tavern:
30 High Street, Yardley Gobion NN12 7TN
what3words.com/flatten.trickled.shunning
Download this walk, complete with turn by
turn photos at:
www.adventuregeek.co.uk/ag23

THE ROUTE
Weave your way through Yardley Gobion via St
Lawrence Church and the graveyard. As you enter
Warren Road, follow the street to the end and then turn
right into Hesketh Road. Continue along Hesketh Road
for a while until you see the corner shop. (Nisa Local)
Here, you will be turning left onto School Lane. This
section can be confusing. There are three paths and you
are taking the right tarmac path, Gills Way. Continue
along this path for a short while until you see a green
footpath sign pointing to the left.

The Adventure Geek Walking Club is a Northamptonshire based
organisation providing guided and self-guided walks in the area.
Get Outside, Get Inspired and Go Take A Hike!

Following the Grafton Way signs across open
countryside and amazing views, you will shortly arrive in
Potterspury. Visit the church and snap your “photo
challenge” before continuing along Grafton Way to
Furtho and the hidden village. The Dovecote in Furtho
is the only surviving remnant of the medieval manor
house. It is now a Scheduled Ancient Monument in the
care of the County Council. Walk around the back of
the church, then turn left when you go through the gate.
Follow the footpath signs, keeping the small lake on
your left at all times. Take the footbridge on your right
and then turn right and follow the path that leads around
the field and up the hill. You are now looping back
towards Yardley Gobion - simply follow the footpath
signs back to the start point.

PHOTO CHALLENGE
For each Adventure Geek walk we challenge you to take
a photo and upload to Facebook, Twitter or Instagram
using the hashtag #AGPhotoChallenge
Your challenge, should you choose to accept it, is to
take a photo that includes a picture of a wooden Mother
Mary Praying.
Check out our latest guided walks:
https://adventuregeek.co.uk/events
Download more self-guided walks:
https://www.adventuregeek.co.uk/shop-online/
Contact: Julia Doherty – 07855 522027
or email julia@adventuregeek.co.uk for more information.

20

New coronavirus support line launched
A new support line has been launched to support the most vulnerable members of our community.
The new support line - which can be reached on 0300 126 1000 (Option 5) - allows those who cannot leave their homes under current
restrictions and those who have nobody to call upon for help, to request support in getting access to food, prescriptions and other
vital services that they require.
There are many people across Northamptonshire who are currently in isolation for various reasons. These include individuals
displaying symptoms of Coronavirus and those with existing health conditions, those who are pregnant or those aged 70 and above.
The Customer Service Centre at Northamptonshire County Council will be managing the helpline, ensuring that each call is
appropriately triaged so that individuals receive the care and support that is appropriate to their needs.
The Community Resilience Service will co-ordinate requests for help in conjunction with the District and Borough Councils, mapping
those requests by area and linking them up with local community groups, volunteers and voluntary organisations who have pledged
their support
For more information on Northants County Council Website visit northamptonshire.gov.uk/coronavirus-updates

Home Support Hub app to help victims of crime during social distancing
Voice for Victims and Witnesses - the free, confidential support service for victims and witnesses of crime in Northamptonshire – has
released the Voice Home Support Hub app, to help people cope and recover from the effects of crime during social distancing.
The app is available for download now, for free, from voicehomesupporthub.glideapp.io
The lockdown measures imposed to help stop the spread of Covid-19 have, for many, resulted in a loss of routine structure and
traditional social networks that people rely on for support following traumatic experiences. This can have a profound effect on an
individual’s ability to recover from crime, especially at a time when latent anxiety is prevalent in many regarding the health of
themselves, friends and family.
Voice - which is still operational and supporting people by phone and online during social distancing - has therefore created its Home
Support Hub application to help breakdown these barriers to recovery by providing practical information on how to stay physically and
mentally healthy during social distancing. The app details elements such as how people can improve their sleep pattern or harness
their creativity to help their recovery journey.
Although created for those recovering from trauma, the Voice Home Support Hub contains practical advice for anyone struggling with
their mental health during this period of isolation.
Anyone who has been a victim or witness of crime in Northamptonshire can access Voice, regardless of when the crime took place,
and regardless of whether they have reported anything to the police or not. Support is free and confidential. Call 0300 303 1965 or
visit voicenorthants.org

Online safety for young people
As most young people are being schooled online, they are spending a significant amount of time on the internet. The internet is
amazing tool, but it does expose young people to some risk.
The Child Exploitation and Online Protection Agency's (CEOP) education team have designed some amazing resources, designed
at helping parents and carers have conversations about internet safety, suitable for a range of ages.
The resources can be found at thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/Support-tools/home-activity-worksheets

Volunteer to help those in need
Are you free to volunteer to help someone in need due to the coronavirus pandemic? Perhaps you are part of a group that already
provides help in the community?
In addition to the Government's volunteer scheme for people to help the NHS, NCC is co-ordinating a local effort along with other
councils and partner organisations for people to help their community.
They want to hear from you if you can volunteer or if you represent a community group that needs extra volunteers in the coming
weeks and months.
Details can be found on the NCC website at northamptonshire.gov.uk/coronavirus-updates/Pages/volunteer-to-help-those-inneed-coronavirus.aspx
ƐŶǀď
sŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌĞŶƚƌĞ
tŚŝƚƚŽŶƐ>ĂŶĞ
dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ
EEϭϮϲz

ƐŶǀď͘ŽƌŐ͘ƵŬ

ϬϭϯϮϳϯϱϴϮϲϰ
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ZĞŐŝƐƚĞƌĞĚĐŚĂƌŝƚǇϭϭϬϰϴϰϴ
ŽŵƉĂŶǇůŝŵŝƚĞĚďǇŐƵĂƌĂŶƚĞĞϱϬϲϴϭϭϲ

dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌtŝůĚůŝĨĞdƌƵƐƚ>ŽĐĂů'ƌŽƵƉ
KƵƌŵŽŶƚŚůǇŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƐŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶƐĞǀĞƌĞůǇĚŝƐƌƵƉƚĞĚĨŽƌĞǀĞŶůŽŶŐĞƌƚŚĂŶƚŚĞĞĨĨĞĐƚŽĨƚŚĞKs/Ͳϭϵ
ŽƵƚďƌĞĂŬ͘dŚĞƵƚƵŵŶWƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞǁĂƐĐĂŶĐĞůůĞĚĨŽƌĂǀĂƌŝĞƚǇŽĨƌĞĂƐŽŶƐĂŶĚǁŚĞŶǁĞƚƌŝĞĚƚŽƌĞͲ
ůĂƵŶĐŚŝŶ:ĂŶƵĂƌǇϮϬϮϬ͕ƵŶĨŽƌƚƵŶĂƚĞůǇdŚĞDŝůůƌĞǁĞƌǇǁĂƐƵŶĂďůĞƚŽĂĐĐŽŵŵŽĚĂƚĞƵƐ͘
tĞ ŚĂĚ ĂŶ ĞǆĐĞƉƚŝŽŶĂůůǇ ŐŽŽĚ ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƚŝŽŶ ŝŶ &ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ ĨƌŽŵ Ă ůŽŶŐ ƚŝŵĞ tĂƌĚĞŶ ŽĨ WŝƚƐĨŽƌĚ
Reservoir’s WŝůĚůŝĨĞdƌƵƐƚZĞƐĞƌǀĞ͘dŚĞŶƚŚĞůŽĐŬĚŽǁŶƉƵƚƉĂŝĚƚŽƚŚĞƌĞƐƚŽĨƚŚĞƉůĂŶŶĞĚ^ƉƌŝŶŐͬĂƌůǇ
^ƵŵŵĞƌWƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞ͘
dŚĞĐƵƌƌĞŶƚƐŝƚƵĂƚŝŽŶƌĞŵĂŝŶƐƐŽŵĞǁŚĞƌĞďĞƚǁĞĞŶƵŶĐĞƌƚĂŝŶĂŶĚďůĞĂŬ͕ŶŽƚũƵƐƚĨŽƌǁŚĞŶǀĞŶƵĞƐůŝŬĞ
dŚĞDŝůůǁŝůůďĞĂůůŽǁĞĚƚŽŽƉĞŶ͕but also whether “over 70s” will be allowed to assemble in numbers.
,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ ŝĨ ǁĞ ĂƌĞ ĂďůĞ͕ ǁĞ ǁŝůů ƚƌǇ ƚŽ ƌĞƐƚĂƌƚ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ƵƚƵŵŶ ďǇ ƚƌĂŶƐĨĞƌƌŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ^ƉƌŝŶŐ ^ƉĞĂŬĞƌƐ
ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞƚŽƚŚĞƌĞŵĂŝŶĚĞƌŽĨƚŚĞǇĞĂƌ͘tĞŶĞǀĞƌŵĞĞƚŝŶĞĐĞŵďĞƌ͕ƐŽƚŚĂƚƐŚŽƵůĚŚŽƉĞĨƵůůǇďƌŝŶŐ
ĂŶĞŶĚƚŽƚŚŝƐƵŶƵƐƵĂůĂŶĚǀĞƌǇƵŶƐĞƚƚůŝŶŐǇĞĂƌ͘
ǇĐĂŶĐĞůůŝŶŐƚŚĞƉƌŝůŵĞĞƚŝŶŐ͕ǁĞĂůƐŽŚĂĚƚŽƉŽƐƚƉŽŶĞƚŚĞ'D͕ǁŚŝĐŚ/ĂŵƐƵƌĞǁĂƐĂƚƌĞŵĞŶĚŽƵƐ
ĚŝƐĂƉƉŽŝŶƚŵĞŶƚƚŽǇŽƵĂůů͘/ŚĂĚŝŶĚŝĐĂƚĞĚĞĂƌůŝĞƌƚŚĂƚ;ĂƚƚŚĂƚƚŝŵĞͿ/ǁŽƵůĚŶŽƚďĞƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐĨŽƌƌĞͲ
ĞůĞĐƚŝŽŶĂƐŚĂŝƌŽĨƚŚĞ'ƌŽƵƉ͘/ĨǁĞĐĂŶŵĞĞƚƵƉŝŶƚŚĞƵƚƵŵŶ͕/ǁŝůůĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞŽŶůǇĂƐĂŶŝŶƚĞƌŝŵŚĂŝƌ
ĂŶĚŚŽƉĞƚŚĂƚŽƚŚĞƌƐǁŝůůƐƚĞƉĨŽƌǁĂƌĚƚŽƉŝĐŬƵƉƚŚĞƉŝĞĐĞƐĨƌŽŵ:ĂŶƵĂƌǇϮϬϮϭ͘
/ŚĂǀĞĞŶũŽǇĞĚ͕ĨŽƌƚŚĞŵŽƐƚƉĂƌƚ͕ŵǇƌŽůĞĂƐŚĂŝƌŽĨƚŚĞůŽĐĂů'ƌŽƵƉ;/ĂŵƌĞĐĂůůŝŶŐƚŚĞƐŽŵĞǁŚĂƚ
ĨƌĂƵŐŚƚĞĂƌůǇŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƐŽĨƚŚĞtĂƚĞƌŵĞĂĚŽǁƐDĂŶĂŐĞŵĞŶƚŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƐ͊Ϳ͘/ƚǁĂƐŝŶĞĂƌůǇϮϬϬϵ͕ǁŚĞŶ/
ƉŚŽŶĞĚ Ă ĨĞǁ ƉĞŽƉůĞ ƚŽ ĂƐŬ ƚŚĞŵ ŝĨ ƚŚĞǇ ǁŽƵůĚ ďĞ ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚĞĚ ŝŶ ũŽŝŶŝŶŐ ŵĞ ƚŽ ĨŽƌŵ Ă ůŽĐĂů
ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂůŐƌŽƵƉŝŶƚŚĞdŽǁŶ͘dŚĞĨŝƌƐƚƉƵďůŝĐŵĞĞƚŝŶŐŝŶƉƌŝůϮϬϬϵŚĂĚϱϬнƉĞŽƉůĞƚƵƌŶƵƉĂŶĚ
ǁĞŚĂǀĞŚĂĚĂŐŽŽĚĂƚƚĞŶĚĂŶĐĞĂƚŽƵƌŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƐĞǀĞƌƐŝŶĐĞ͕ƚŚĂŶŬƐŵĂŝŶůǇƚŽƚŚĞĞǆĐĞůůĞŶƚǁŽƌŬŽĨ
>ŝŶĚĂ>ŽĨƚƐǁŚŽǁĂƐƚŚĞ^ƉĞĂŬĞƌ&ŝŶĚĞƌĨŽƌƚŚĞǀĂƐƚŵĂũŽƌŝƚǇŽĨƚŚĞƚŝŵĞ͘>ŝŶĚĂŵŽǀĞĚĂǁĂǇŝŶϮϬϭϵ
ĂŶĚ/ŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶƵŶĂďůĞƚŽĨŝŶĚĂŶǇŽŶĞƚŽƚĂŬĞŚĞƌƉůĂĐĞ͕ƐŽŝŶĂĚĚŝƚŝŽŶƚŽĂŶĞǁŚĂŝƌǁĞŶĞĞĚĂ
^ƉĞĂŬĞƌ&ŝŶĚĞƌŽƌĂƚƚŚĞǀĞƌǇůĞĂƐƚŵŽƌĞƉĞŽƉůĞŽŶƚŚĞŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞ;ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇEŝĐŬ͕:ĞŶŶǇĂŶĚŵǇƐĞůĨͿ
ŝŶŽƌĚĞƌƚŽƐƉƌĞĂĚƚŚĞůŽĂĚ͘
/ĨĂŶǇŽŶĞŝƐŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚĞĚŝŶĂŶǇŽĨƚŚĞĂďŽǀĞƉŽƐŝƚŝŽŶƐ͕ƚŚĞŶƉůĞĂƐĞĐŽŶƚĂĐƚŵĞ͘

tĂƚĞƌŵĞĂĚŽǁƐDĂŶĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ'ƌŽƵƉ
dŚĞ'ƌŽƵƉŝƐƐĐŚĞĚƵůĞĚƚŽƌĞĐŽŶǀĞŶĞĂŐĂŝŶŝŶĞĂƌůǇ:ƵůǇ͕ĂŶĚǁĞǁĂŝƚƚŽƐĞĞŚŽǁ͕ŽƌĞǀĞŶŝĨ͕ƚŚĂƚǁŝůů
ŚĂƉƉĞŶ͘
/ďĞůŝĞǀĞƚŚĂƚZĞĚ<ŝƚĞŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶŐŝǀĞŶĂŶĞǁĐŽŶƚƌĂĐƚ͕ƐŽ/ƐƵƐƉĞĐƚƚŚĂƚĂƚůĞĂƐƚŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞƐĞǀĞƌĂů
'ƌĂŶƚƉƉůŝĐĂƚŝŽŶƐƚŚĞǇƐƵďŵŝƚƚĞĚŚĂƐďĞĞŶƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵůĂŶĚƚŚĞǇǁŝůůŶŽǁǁĂŶƚƚŽƚĂŬĞƐŽŵĞĂĐƚŝŽŶ͘
dŚŝƐ ŝƐ ũƵƐƚ ŵǇ ƐƵƉƉŽƐŝƚŝŽŶ Ăƚ ƚŚŝƐ ƐƚĂŐĞ͕ ƐŽ ƉůĞĂƐĞ ƚƌǇ ĂŶĚ ƌĞƚĂŝŶ ǇŽƵƌ ƵŶĚŽƵďƚĞĚ ĞŶƚŚƵƐŝĂƐŵ ĂŶĚ
ƵŶďƌŝĚůĞĚũŽǇƵŶƚŝůǁĞŚĞĂƌƚŚĞĨĂĐƚƐ͊

WŽŶĚŝƉƉŝŶŐͬƵŐ^ǁĞĞƉŝŶŐ
KďǀŝŽƵƐůǇ͕ŶŽƐĞƐƐŝŽŶƐǁŝůůƚĂŬĞƉůĂĐĞƚŚŝƐǇĞĂƌĂŶĚǁĞǁŝůůƌĞǀŝĞǁƚŚĞƐŝƚƵĂƚŝŽŶŝŶϮϬϮϭ͘
ĂǀŝĚZĞĞĚ
ϬϭϯϮϳϯϱϮϰϭϰ
ĚƌĞĞĚƐĨŵΛƐŬǇ͘ĐŽŵ
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Towcester Postie collects 279Kg of food from generous donors
dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ&ŽŽĚďĂŶŬƚƌƵƐƚĞĞƐĂƌĞŝŵŵĞŶƐĞůǇŐƌĂƚĞĨƵůĨŽƌƚŚĞŐĞŶĞƌŽƵƐĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚŝŽŶƐƚŚĂƚ
ŵĂŬĞƚŚĞ&ŽŽĚďĂŶŬƉŽƐƐŝďůĞĂŶĚĨŽƌƚŚĞŶĞǁǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐǁŚŽŚĂǀĞũŽŝŶĞĚ͘WĂƚƚŝƐŚĂůůǀŝůůĂŐĞ
ŝƐĂůƐŽĐŽůůĞĐƚŝŶŐŽŶĂǀĞƌĂŐĞϲϬ<ŐĂǁĞĞŬ͕ĂŶĚ'ƌĞĞŶƐEŽƌƚŽŶWŽƐƚŝĞŚĂƐĐŽůůĞĐƚĞĚϭϯϴ<Ő͊
dŚĞƌĞĂƌĞŶŽǁƚǁŽǁĂǇƐŽĨŐĞƚƚŝŶŐĨŽŽĚƚŽƉĞŽƉůĞŝŶdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌĂŶĚƐƵƌƌŽƵŶĚŝŶŐǀŝůůĂŐĞƐ͗

KDDhE/dz>ZZ

d,&KKE<

/ƐĨŽƌƚŚŽƐĞǁŚŽĂƌĞƐĞůĨͲŝƐŽůĂƚŝŶŐ
ĂŶĚƵŶĂďůĞƚŽŐĞƚŽƵƚƚŽƐŚŽƉ͘

/Ɛ ĨŽƌ ƚŚŽƐĞ ǁŚŽ ĂƌĞ ŝŶ ĨŝŶĂŶĐŝĂů
ĚŝĨĨŝĐƵůƚǇ͕ ĨŽƌ ǁŚĂƚĞǀĞƌ ƌĞĂƐŽŶ͕
ĂŶĚĂƌĞƐƚƌƵŐŐůŝŶŐƚŽƉĂǇĨŽƌĨŽŽĚ͘



ŵŝĚƐƚƚŚĞĐŽŶĨƵƐŝŽŶǁĞďĞůŝĞǀĞƚŚĞƌĞĂƌĞƉĞŽƉůĞŝŶǇŽƵƌĂƌĞĂǁŚŽĂƌĞŝŶĨŝŶĂŶĐŝĂůŶĞĞĚ
ďĞŝŶŐ ĨĞĚ ďǇ ƚŚĞ ŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ >ĂƌĚĞƌ ƌĂƚŚĞƌ ƚŚĂŶ ďĞŝŶŐ ŐŝǀĞŶ Ă ǀŽƵĐŚĞƌ ĨŽƌ dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ
&ŽŽĚďĂŶŬ͘dŚŝƐŵĞĂŶƐƚŚĞǇĂƌĞďĞŝŶŐĚĞŶŝĞĚĂĐĐĞƐƐƚŽĂŐĞŶĐŝĞƐǁŚŝĐŚĐĂŶŚĞůƉƚŚĞŵǁŝƚŚ
ƚŚĞŝƌĨŝŶĂŶĐŝĂůĚŝĨĨŝĐƵůƚǇ͘
dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ&ŽŽĚďĂŶŬ͕ƉĂƌƚŽĨƚŚĞdƌƵƐƐĞůůdƌƵƐƚ͕ŚĂƐĂŵŝƐƐŝŽŶƚŽĞŶĚĨŽŽĚƉŽǀĞƌƚǇŝŶEEϭϮ͕
ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚǁŽƌŬŝŶŐĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƚŝǀĞůǇǁŝƚŚŽƚŚĞƌůŽĐĂůĂŐĞŶĐŝĞƐ͘
dĂƌŐĞƚůŝĞŶƚ͗ƚŚŽƐĞŝŶĨŝŶĂŶĐŝĂůĚŝĨĨŝĐƵůƚǇǁŚŽƐƚƌƵŐŐůĞƚŽĂĨĨŽƌĚĨŽŽĚ͘
tŚĂƚƉĞŽƉůĞŐĞƚ͗EƵƚƌŝƚŝŽŶĂůůǇďĂůĂŶĐĞĚƉĂƌĐĞůďĂƐĞĚŽŶƚŚĞŶƵŵďĞƌŽĨƉĞŽƉůĞŝŶƚŚĞŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚ͕ƌĂŶŐŝŶŐĨƌŽŵĂƌŽƵŶĚ
ϭϭŬŐƚŽϯϬŬŐŽĨĨŽŽĚ͘ĚĚŝƚŝŽŶĂůďĂŐŽĨĞǆƚƌĂƐ͗ƚŽŝůĞƚƌŝĞƐ͕ůŽŽƌŽůů͕ŶĂƉƉŝĞƐ͕ĂŶĚƉĞƚĨŽŽĚƚŽŵĂƚĐŚƚŚĞclient’s needs͘
ĞůŝǀĞƌŝĞƐĂƌĞĂƚůĞĂƐƚƚǁŝĐĞͲǁĞĞŬůǇďǇ^ͲĐŚĞĐŬĞĚĚƌŝǀĞƌƐǁŝƚŚƐĂĨĞŐƵĂƌĚŝŶŐƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ͘/ƚŝƐĂĐŽŶƚĂĐƚͲůĞƐƐƐĞƌǀŝĐĞǁŝƚŚ
ƌĞĨĞƌƌĂůƐŵĂĚĞďǇƌĞŐŝƐƚĞƌĞĚƌĞĨĞƌƌĂůĂŐĞŶĐŝĞƐŝƐƐƵŝŶŐĂǀŽƵĐŚĞƌƚŽƚŚĞ^EŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ,ƵďǁŚĞƌĞŽƌĚĞƌƐĂƌĞƚĂŬĞŶ
ĂŶĚƉĞƌƐŽŶĂůŝƐĞĚĨŽŽĚƉĂƌĐĞůƐĂƌĞĚĞůŝǀĞƌĞĚďǇĚƌŝǀĞƌƐĂƐŽĨƚĞŶĂƐƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ͘
ůŝĞŶƚƐ ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞ ĂĚĚŝƚŝŽŶĂů ĂĐĐĞƐƐ ƚŽ ĚĞďƚ ĂŶĚ ďĞŶĞĨŝƚ ĂĚǀŝĐĞ͕ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ ŽƉƚŝŽŶƐ ƚĞĂŵ͕ ƚŽ ŚĞůƉ ǁŝƚŚ ƌĞŶƚ Žƌ
ŵŽƌƚŐĂŐĞĂƌƌĞĂƌƐ͕ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ&ŽŽĚďĂŶŬsŽƵĐŚĞƌ,ŽůĚĞƌƐ͕ƚŽĞŶĂďůĞƚŚĞĐůŝĞŶƚƚŽŝŵƉƌŽǀĞƚŚĞŝƌĨŝŶĂŶĐŝĂůƐŝƚƵĂƚŝŽŶ͘

 dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ&ŽŽĚďĂŶŬŝƐĂŶĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ͕ĨƌĞĞŽĨĐŚĂƌŐĞ͕ďŽƚŚĚƵƌŝŶŐĂŶĚĂĨƚĞƌƚŚĞĐŽƌŽŶĂǀŝƌƵƐůŽĐŬĚŽǁŶ͘

dŚĞ&ŽŽĚďĂŶŬŚĂƐǀŽƵĐŚĞƌŚŽůĚĞƌƐƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚƚŚĞĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐƚŚĞĐůĞƌŐǇ͕ƐƵƌŐĞƌŝĞƐ͕ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ͕^EDŽŶĞǇ
ĚǀŝĐĞdĞĂŵ͕^E,ŽƵƐŝŶŐKƉƚŝŽŶƐdĞĂŵĂŶĚůŽĐĂů,ŽƵƐŝŶŐƐƐŽĐŝĂƚŝŽŶƐǁŚŽĐĂŶŚĞůƉŽƵƌĐůŝĞŶƚƐǁŝƚŚƚŚĞŝƌĨŝŶĂŶĐŝĂů
ŝƐƐƵĞƐ͘
ǆŝƐƚŝŶŐ ǀŽƵĐŚĞƌ ŚŽůĚĞƌƐ ǁŚŽ ǁŽƵůĚ ůŝŬĞ ƚŽ ŝƐƐƵĞ
ĞͲǀŽƵĐŚĞƌƐƉůĞĂƐĞĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ͗
ǀŽƵĐŚĞƌƐΛƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͘ĨŽŽĚďĂŶŬ͘ŽƌŐ͘ƵŬ
/ĨǇŽƵŬŶŽǁƐŽŵĞŽŶĞǁŚŽŶĞĞĚƐĂǀŽƵĐŚĞƌ͕ďƵƚŶŽƚŚŽǁ
ƚŽŐĞŶĞƌĂƚĞŽŶĞ͕ǇŽƵŽƌǇŽƵƌĐůŝĞŶƚĐĂŶƌĞƋƵĞƐƚŽŶĞďǇ
ƌŝŶŐŝŶŐƚŚĞDŽŶĞǇĚǀŝĐĞdĞĂŵŽŶϬϭϯϮϳϯϮϮϭϬϳ
dŚĞ &ŽŽĚďĂŶŬ ŝƐ ƌƵŶ ĞŶƚŝƌĞůǇ ďǇ ǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐ͘ tŝƚŚŽƵƚ
ƚŚĞŵ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ůŽĐĂů ĨŽŽĚͲŐŝǀŝŶŐ
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŶŽŶĞŽĨƚŚŝƐǁŽƵůĚďĞĂĐŚŝĞǀĂďůĞ͘
DŽƌĞ ǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐ ĂƌĞ ǁĞůĐŽŵĞ ƚŽ ũŽŝŶ ƵƐ͕ ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌ
ŚĞůƉŝŶŐŝŶŽƉĞƌĂƚŝŽŶƐŽƌďĞŝŶŐĂƚƌƵƐƚĞĞ͘ /ĨǇŽƵǁŽƵůĚ
ůŝŬĞ ƚŽ ŚĞůƉ ĂŶĚ ŚĂǀĞ Ă ĨĞǁ ŚŽƵƌƐƚŽ ƐƉĂƌĞ͕ ǁĞǁŽƵůĚ
ůŽǀĞ ƚŽ ŚĞĂƌ ĨƌŽŵ ǇŽƵ͘  tƌŝƚĞ ƚŽ ƵƐ Ăƚ
ŝŶĨŽΛƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͘ĨŽŽĚďĂŶŬ͘ŽƌŐ͘ƵŬ
dƌƵƐƚĞĞƐŽĨdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ&ŽŽĚďĂŶŬ
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Towcester Town Mayor’s
Citizens Award
2020/21 Nomination Form


ŽǇŽƵŬŶŽǁĂŶǇ ƵŶƐƵŶŐ ŚĞƌŽĞƐǁŚŽƐĞƉƌĂŝƐĞƐǇŽƵΖĚůŝŬĞƚŽƐŝŶŐ͍dŚĞDĂǇŽƌǁŽƵůĚ ůŝŬĞǇŽƵƌŚĞůƉŝŶĨŝŶĚŝŶŐ
ƉĞŽƉůĞǁŚŽŚĂǀĞŐŝǀĞŶƵƉƚŚĞŝƌŽǁŶƚŝŵĞƚŽŵĂŬĞĂŶŽƵƚƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚŝŽŶƚŽƚŚĞůŝĨĞŽĨdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌĂŶĚǁŚŽ
ĂĚĚƐŝŐŶŝĨŝĐĂŶƚůǇƚŽƚŚĞƋƵĂůŝƚǇŽĨůŝĨĞŽĨƚŚŽƐĞƚŚĞǇŚĞůƉ͘dŚĞǇŵĂǇĚĞƐĞƌǀĞƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƚŝŽŶĨŽƌƚŚĞŝƌƐƵƉƌĞŵĞĞĨĨŽƌƚ͕
ƐƚƌĞŶŐƚŚ͕ďƌĂǀĞƌǇŽƌĂĐŚŝĞǀĞŵĞŶƚ͘
&Žƌ ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͕ Ɖerhaps they’ve made their mark working with a ǀŽůƵŶƚĂƌǇ ŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƚŝŽŶ Žƌ ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ ƐŽŵĞ ŽƚŚĞƌ
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇĂĐƚŝǀŝƚǇ͕ƉĂŝĚŽƌƵŶƉĂŝĚ͘,ĂǀĞƚŚĞǇĂĐŚŝĞǀĞĚƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐƉĂƌƚŝĐƵůĂƌůǇŶŽƚĞǁŽƌƚŚǇǁŝƚŚŝŶƚŚĞƚŽǁŶŽƌ
enhanced the reputation of the town? Maybe they’ve made a significant contribution to the ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƚŝŽŶ Žƌ
ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚŝŽŶŽĨƚŚĞŶĂƚƵƌĂůĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚŽƌĚĞĚŝĐĂƚĞĚƚŽƉƌŽǀŝĚŝŶŐĂůŽǀŝŶŐĂŶĚƐƵƉƉŽƌƚŝǀĞĨĂŵŝůǇůŝĨĞƚŽĂĐŚŝůĚŽƌ
ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶǁŚŽĚŽŶŽƚůŝǀĞǁŝƚŚƚŚĞŝƌďŝƌƚŚĨĂŵŝůǇ͘ůůĂĐŚŝĞǀĞŵĞŶƚƐǁŝůůďĞĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĞĚ͘
If this sounds like someone you know, then now’s the time to put them forward for a Mayor’s Award.

Get nominating!
Name & address of
person submitting
the nomination

Name of person
being nominated

Junior

Adult

17 and under as of 31/12/20

18 and over as of 31/12/20

Address of Nominee
(We require this information so we can contact the nominee
to request their attendance at the Annual Meeting of the
Town Council should they be lucky enough to win.)

Nominee’s telephone number
For Junior entries, this should be a parent
or carer’s telephone number

Description of why you are nominating the person named above
Please tell us clearly what your nominee has done that makes them stand out against others. Provide as much
information as possible. Too little information makes it hard to judge. We are looking for outstanding service to
others, paid or unpaid or significant achievements. You should include details of what the person you are
nominating does, why you think that they should receive an award, how you know them and the work they do.

Continue overleaf…
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Continued….

Please continue on a separate sheet if necessary

Signed :

Date :

By nominator

Closing date for entries is Sunday 28th February 2021.
Please return completed nomination form to Towcester Town Mayor’s Citizens Award, Towcester Town Council,
Town Hall, 86 Watling Street, Towcester NNϭϮ 6BS.
Those who are short-listed will be contacted by 26th March 2021 and will be asked if they wish to attend the Annual
Meeting of the Town Council on 10th May 2020 at which successful nominees will be presented with their award.
Please note: The person you nominate does not have to live in Towcester. It may be that they work here, come to
the town to do voluntary work, or have lived here in the past and are nominated for the contribution they made to
town life at that time. There will be no posthumous awards.
It is regretted that individual nominations cannot be discussed. The Mayor will review all nominations and will
carefully consider who should receive awards. The Mayor, the Council or representatives of the Council will not
enter into discussions on the Mayor’s decisions. The Mayor’s decision is final.
Data Protection: The information given on this form will be held in accordance with data protection legislation
currently in force including the General Data Protection Regulations. Information contained on the form will be
anonymised before being judged by the Mayor. We may read out statements written by the nominator when
presenting the Award. Find out more about how we control and process data by reading the Privacy Statements at:
https://www.towcester-tc.gov.uk/local-council-privacy-and-cookie.html/
Contact details of Award winner(s) will be shared with The Town Council’s Office. The information you give will be
treated as confidential, but parts may be included in the citation and certificate presented to successful nominees.
For further copies of this form please email enquiries@towcester-tc.gov.uk or telephone 01327 350995.
Visit www.towcester-tc.gov.uk for more information or call 01327 350995
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