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enjoy, believe, a chieve, su cceed

• Spacious and visually
exciting school
environment

• All children achieve their
potential through a wide
range of opportunities

• Opening up children’s
• Attainment and progress minds to learning outside
of the classroom
is consistently above
• Inclusive and friendly

national expectations

• A town school with a
village feel

• Whole school choir that
loves to sing

• An exciting Foundation
Stage offering the starting
• Classroom on BIG yellow bus
blocks for life-long learning

• Amazing sports opportunities
• Strong partnership with
international schools
• Governors, teachers, parents
and local community work
together to enrich, develop
and support all pupils

RATED
‘GOOD’ BY

Please call us on 01327 350332 or email
bursar@towcester-pri.northants-ecl.gov.uk

we would love to hear from you
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www.towcesterprimary.northants.sch.uk

A WORD FROM THE MAYOR
Renew169 Wellbeing Café

I am honoured and delighted to be taking
over the role of Mayor for 2021-22.
I have lived in Towcester for over 20
years, and for 5 of those I have been a
Town Councillor. I think Towcester is a
fantastic place to live and I wanted to do
something that would help protect and
build our community as our town grows.

Renew cafés offer simple quiet shared
space where it is OK to not be OK. It is a
safe space where people with emotional
or mental health difficulties are welcomed,
with an aim to reduce loneliness and
isolation. Visitors can be assured of a
warm welcome and someone to listen.
The Café has also recently set up an
evening walking football group and has
provided specialist art therapy sessions
online. To support Covid Recovery, the
Café have also recently offered weekly
workshops with a Lifespan Solutions
Facilitator. I would urge anyone to get in
touch and support the Café, as I believe
they deliver a really important voluntary
service for our mental health and
wellbeing. If you would like to know more
or are interested in volunteering, please
contact Renew169 manager, Shelagh
Chapman on manager@renew169.org.uk

I am married to Samantha and have 3
children - Hollie, Amie and Jake (who are
currently at Sponne) and I can often be
spotted walking Towcester with Boris, our
Springerpoo (named after the tennis
player!)
The
previous
year
has
been
extraordinary, with lockdowns and social
distancing, we have all had to adapt our
lives to this new way of living. It has not
been easy, and I know that many of us
have struggled not seeing friends and
loved ones. I hope that 2021-22 will
gradually see Towcester start to return to
normal and a form of ‘business as usual’.
I look forward to saying hello and raising
as much as we can for these two really
important charities over the next 12
months.

Damian

Cllr Damian Reynolds
Towcester Town Mayor 2021-22

generosity and support of the general
public to keep their life-saving services
running, so they can be there for those
who need them the most.
Their vision is clear. They want children to
grow into adults, adults to live longer and
they want bereavement through trauma to
become rare. Each of their services works
tirelessly to save lives and alleviate
sickness, wherever and whenever
possible.
Their critical care paramedics, doctors
and pilots attend an average of ten rescue
missions a day and within minutes, they
can be on the ground delivering lifesaving
care at road traffic collisions, sports
events, and industrial accidents or for
medical emergencies such as cardiac
arrest, stroke or accidents in the home.
The air ambulance gives people the very
best chance of survival and recovery.
Their helicopters have a top speed of
185mph and carry the very latest
lifesaving equipment. The air ambulance
team is supported by Critical Care Cars
which provide valuable backup for
incidents close to the helicopter base or
when the weather makes it too dangerous
to fly. It also enables doctors and critical
care paramedics to run a night car service
so that they are available to reach those
in need 24 hours a day, seven days a
week, 365 days a year.

Northamptonshire
Air Ambulance
Your Local Air Ambulance Service
Warwickshire,
Northamptonshire,
Derbyshire, Leicestershire, and Rutland
covers a total area of 3,850 square miles,
serving a population of 3.2 million people.
They receive no government or national
lottery funding to support their daily
missions and they rely entirely on the
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It’s zŽƵƌdŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝů
ZĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐŽĨƚŚĞĐŝǀŝůƉĂƌŝƐŚŽĨdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͕ǁŚŝĐŚŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐƚŚĞŚĂŵůĞƚƐŽĨĂůĚĞĐŽƚĞ
ĂŶĚtŽŽĚƵƌĐŽƚĞ͕ĂƌĞƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĞĚďǇdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌdŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝů͕ǁŚŝĐŚŝƐƚŚĞĨŝƌƐƚ
ƚŝĞƌŽĨůŽĐĂůŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚĂŶĚŵĂŬĞƐŵĂŶǇĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶƐŽŶďĞŚĂůĨŽĨƉĞŽƉůĞŝŶƚŚĞƚŽǁŶ͘
;The town’s parish boundary was extended in May 2021, to include Towcester Racecourse͕ƚŚĞ
Watermeadows, and the whole of the area being developed for the town’s new housing͕ƐŽŵĞ
ŽĨǁŚŝĐŚǁĂƐƉƌĞǀŝŽƵƐůǇƉĂƌƚŽĨWĂƵůĞƌƐƉƵƌǇWĂƌŝƐŚͿ͘
dŚĞ ƉĂƌŝƐŚ ĐŽƵŶĐŝů ǁĂƐ ĨŽƌŵĞĚ ŝŶ ϭϴϲϱ ĂŶĚ
ďĞĐĂŵĞ Ă dŽǁŶ ŽƵŶĐŝů ŝŶ ϭϵϴϲ͘  dŚĞ dŽǁŶ
ŽƵŶĐŝůƌĂŝƐĞƐŵŽŶĞǇĨƌŽŵŝƚƐƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐŝŶƚŚĞ
form of a ‘precept’͕ ƐĞƚ ĂŶŶƵĂůůǇ͕ ǁŚŝĐŚ ŝƐ
ĂĚĚĞĚƚŽƚŚĞĂŵŽƵŶƚƐŽĨŽƵŶĐŝůdĂǆůĞǀŝĞĚďǇ
tĞƐƚ EŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶƐŚŝƌĞ ŽƵŶĐŝů ;tEͿ͕ ƚŚĞ
WŽůŝĐĞ ĂŶĚ &ŝƌĞ ƵƚŚŽƌŝƚǇ͘ ŽƵŶĐŝů dĂǆ ŝƐ
ĐŽůůĞĐƚĞĚďǇtE͘dŚĞdŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝůƐĞƚƐŝƚƐ
ďƵĚŐĞƚĞĂĐŚǇĞĂƌďĂƐĞĚŽŶƚŚĞƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐŝƚƌƵŶƐ
ĂŶĚƚŚĞŶĞĞĚƐŽĨƚŚĞƚŽǁŶ͘ƚƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ͕ƵŶůŝŬĞ
tE, the Town Council’s level of Council Tax
isn’t capped by central government. There
ĂƌĞ͕ ŚŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ ůŝŵŝƚƐ ŽŶ ǁŚĂƚ ƚŚĞ dŽǁŶ
ŽƵŶĐŝůĐĂŶƐƉĞŶĚŵŽŶĞǇ͘
dŚĞ ĐŽƵŶĐŝů ŚĂƐ ůŝŵŝƚĞĚ ƉŽǁĞƌƐ ďƵƚ ĚŽĞƐ
ŚĂǀĞ Ă ĚĞŐƌĞĞ ŽĨ ŝŶĨůƵĞŶĐĞ ŽŶ ŽƚŚĞƌ
ĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƚŝĞƐ͘ tŚŝůƐƚ ŝƚƐ ƉŽǁĞƌƐ ŵŝŐŚƚ ďĞ
ůŝŵŝƚĞĚ͕ ƚŚĞ ĐŽƵŶĐŝů ĚŽĞƐ ŚĂǀĞ ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďŝůŝƚǇ
ĨŽƌŵĂŶǇƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐƚŚĂƚĂƌĞŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚƚŽůŽĐĂů
people’s quality of life͘,ĞƌĞĂƌĞĂĐŽƵƉůĞŽĨ
ĞǆĂŵƉůĞƐŽĨǁŚĞƌĞƚŚĞĐŽƵŶĐŝůŚĂƐĂƐƚĂƚƵƚŽƌǇ
ƌŝŐŚƚƚŽďĞĐŽŶƐƵůƚĞĚďǇŽƚŚĞƌĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƚŝĞƐ͗
dŚĞ ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ ĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƚǇ ŝƐ tĞƐƚ
EŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶƐŚŝƌĞŽƵŶĐŝů͕ďƵƚŝƚŵƵƐƚŶŽƚŝĨǇ
ƚŚĞ dŽǁŶ ŽƵŶĐŝů ǁĞĞŬůǇ͕ ĂŶĚ ƌĞƋƵĞƐƚ
ĐŽŵŵĞŶƚƐŽŶĂůůƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐĂƉƉůŝĐĂƚŝŽŶƐǁŝƚŚŝŶ
ƚŚĞƉĂƌŝƐŚ͕ĂŶĚƐŽŵĞƚŝŵĞƐŽƚŚĞƌĂƉƉůŝĐĂƚŝŽŶƐ
ƚŚĂƚ ĐŽƵůĚ ĂĨĨĞĐƚ ŽƵƌ ƚŽǁŶ͘ tE ŵƵƐƚ ƚĂŬĞ
into account the Town Council’s views when
ĐŽŵŝŶŐƚŽĂƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶďƵƚŝƐƵŶĚĞƌŶŽ
ŽďůŝŐĂƚŝŽŶƚŽƐƵƉƉŽƌƚƚŚĞǀŝĞǁƐŽĨƚŚĞĐŽƵŶĐŝů͘
tĞƐƚ EŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶƐŚŝƌĞ ŽƵŶĐŝů ŝƐ ĂůƐŽ ƚŚĞ
ŚŝŐŚǁĂǇĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƚǇ͕ďƵƚŝƚŚĂƐĂĚƵƚǇƚŽĐŽŶƐƵůƚ
ƚŚĞdŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝůǁŚĞŶŝƚŝƐĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌŝŶŐĂŶǇ
ƌŽĂĚ ƐĐŚĞŵĞ͕ ĨŽƌ ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ ƉůĂĐŝŶŐ ĚŽƵďůĞ
ǇĞůůŽǁůŝŶĞƐŽƌŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐŝŶŐƐƉĞĞĚƌĞƐƚƌŝĐƚŝŽŶƐ͘
dŚĞ ϰϯ ĂŶĚ ϱ ĂƌĞ ŵĂŶĂŐĞĚ ďǇ ,ŝŐŚǁĂǇƐ
ŶŐůĂŶĚ͕ Ă ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ ĂŐĞŶĐǇ͕ ĂŶĚ ŶŽƚ
ůŽĐĂůůǇďǇtE͘

ŽƉĞŶĂƌĞĂ͕dŽǀĞtĞƚůĂŶĚƐWŽĐŬĞƚWĂƌŬ͕
^ĂǆŽŶ &ŝĞůĚƐ ;ŽƉĞŶ ĂƌĞĂ ďǇ
EŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶ ZŽĂĚ ĂŶĚ ZŝǀĞƌ dŽǀĞ
ďĞůŽǁdŚĞ^ŚŝƌĞƐͿ͕EŝĐŚŽůĂƐ,ĂǁŬƐŵŽŽƌ
WŽĐŬĞƚ WĂƌŬ͕ ƚŚĞ ZŝǀĞƌƐŝĚĞ tĂůŬ͕ ĂŶĚ
ƐĞǀĞƌĂů ƐŵĂůů ŐƌĞĞŶ ƐƉĂĐĞƐ ǁŝƚŚŝŶ
ƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚŝĂů ĂƌĞĂƐ͕ ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ ^ĂǁƉŝƚƐ
'ƌĞĞŶŝŶZŝĐŚŵŽŶĚZŽĂĚ͘







ĚŽƉƚĞĚ ƉůĂǇ ĂƌĞĂƐ ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ
ƚŽǁŶ ĨŽƌ Ăůů ĂŐĞƐ – ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ
ƉƌŽǀŝƐŝŽŶ͕ ƌĞŐƵůĂƌ ŝŶƐƉĞĐƚŝŽŶ͕
ŵĂŝŶƚĞŶĂŶĐĞ ŽĨ ƉůĂǇ ĞƋƵŝƉŵĞŶƚ
ƌĞŐƵůĂƌůŝƚƚĞƌƉŝĐŬŝŶŐ͘

ƚŚĞ
ƚŚĞ
ĂŶĚ
ĂŶĚ

DĂŝŶƚĞŶĂŶĐĞ͕ ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ ƌĞŐƵůĂƌ ůŝƚƚĞƌ
ƉŝĐŬŝŶŐ͕ ŽĨ ƉĂƌĐĞůƐ ŽĨ ůĂŶĚ ĂƌŽƵŶĚ ƚŚĞ
ƚŽǁŶ͕ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐƚŚĞZĞĐƌĞĂƚŝŽŶ'ƌŽƵŶĚ͕
^ƚ >ĂǁƌĞŶĐĞ ŚƵƌĐŚǇĂƌĚ͕ ĞůůĞ ĂƵůŬ

dŚĞ ^ĂǁƉŝƚƐ ĞŶƚƌĞ͕ ŽƌŝŐŝŶĂůůǇ Ă
sŝĐƚŽƌŝĂŶ ƐĐŚŽŽů͕ ƚŚĞ ĐŽƵŶĐŝů ŽĨĨŝĐĞƐ͕
ƚŚĞŶůŝďƌĂƌǇ͕ŝƐŶŽǁĂĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇĐĞŶƚƌĞ
ŽĨĨ ZŝĐŚŵŽŶĚ ZŽĂĚ͕ ǁŚŝĐŚ ƐĞƌǀĞƐ ĂƐ Ă
ǀĞŶƵĞ ĨŽƌ Ă ǀĂƌŝĞƚǇ ŽĨ ůŽĐĂů ĐůƵďƐ ĂŶĚ
ŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƚŝŽŶƐ͘



dŚĞ ĐŽƵŶĐŝů ŝƐ Ă ƚƌƵƐƚĞĞ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ zŽƵƚŚ Θ
ŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ ĞŶƚƌĞ ŝŶ /ƐůŝŶŐƚŽŶ ZŽĂĚ͕
ǁŚŝĐŚ
ŝƐ
ŽĐĐƵƉŝĞĚ
ďǇ
ƚŚĞ
Northamptonshire Children’s Trust
ĚƵƌŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ǁĞĞŬ ĂŶĚ ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ ƚŽ ŚŝƌĞ
ĚƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĞĞǀĞŶŝŶŐĂŶĚĂƚǁĞĞŬĞŶĚƐ͘



dŚĞ ĐŽƵŶĐŝů ŚĂƐ Ă ůŽŶŐͲƚĞƌŵ ůĞĂƐĞ ĨŽƌ
ůĂŶĚ ďĞŚŝŶĚ DĂůƚŚŽƵƐĞ ŽƵƌƚ ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞ
ƉƌŽǀŝƐŝŽŶ ŽĨ ĂůůŽƚŵĞŶƚƐ ǁŚŝĐŚ
ƉĂƌŝƐŚŝŽŶĞƌƐĐĂŶƌĞŶƚ͘dŚĞƌĞŝƐĐƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇ
ĂĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĂďůǇůŽŶŐǁĂŝƚŝŶŐůŝƐƚ͕ŚŽǁĞǀĞƌ
ƚŚĞƌĞ ŝƐ ůĂŶĚ ĞĂƌŵĂƌŬĞĚ ǁŝƚŚŝŶ ƚŚĞ
ƐŽƵƚŚĞƌŶ ƵƌďĂŶ ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ ĨŽƌ
ĂĚĚŝƚŝŽŶĂů ĐĞŵĞƚĞƌǇͬĂůůŽƚŵĞŶƚ ƐƉĂĐĞ
ĂŶĚƚŚŝƐǁŝůůďĞƚƌĂŶƐĨĞƌƌĞĚƚŽƚŚĞdŽǁŶ
ŽƵŶĐŝůĂƚĂĨƵƚƵƌĞĚĂƚĞ͘



ƵƐ ƐŚĞůƚĞƌƐ͕ ƐŽŵĞ ďĞŶĐŚĞƐ ĂŶĚ ƐŽŵĞ
ŶŽŶͲŚŝŐŚǁĂǇ ƐƚƌĞĞƚ ůŝŐŚƚŝŶŐ ĂŶĚ
ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇĨŝŶĂŶĐŝĂůůǇƐƵƉƉŽƌƚƐ ƚŚĞŶŽ͘ϴϳ
ďƵƐƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ͘



^ĞǀĞƌĂů
ƉĞĚĞƐƚƌŝĂŶ
ĨŽŽƚďƌŝĚŐĞƐ͕
ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ ƚŚŽƐĞ ŽǀĞƌ ƚŚĞ dŽǀĞ ĂŶĚ
^ŝůǀĞƌƐƚŽŶĞƌŽŽŬ͘



>ŝƚƚĞƌ ďŝŶƐ ŝŶ the council’s ŽƉĞŶ ĂƌĞĂƐ
ĂŶĚ Ăůů ĚŽŐ ůŝƚƚĞƌ ďŝŶƐ͕ ĞǆĐĞƉƚ ƚŚŽƐĞ ŽŶ
ůĂŶĚŽǁŶĞĚďǇĚĞǀĞůŽƉĞƌƐ͘



DĂŝŶƚĂŝŶŝŶŐƐŽŵĞŚŝŐŚǁĂǇŐƌĂƐƐǀĞƌŐĞƐ
ŝŶƚŚĞƚŽǁŶŽŶďĞŚĂůĨŽĨtE͘

dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ dŽǁŶ ŽƵŶĐŝů ĚŝƌĞĐƚůǇ ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƐ
ƚŚĞĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐƚŽƚŚĞƚŽǁŶ͗



dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌdŽǁŶ,Ăůů͕ďƵŝůƚŝŶϭϴϲϲĂƐĂ
ŽƌŶǆĐŚĂŶŐĞ͕ŝƐƚŚĞǀĞŶƵĞĨŽƌŽƵŶĐŝů
ŵĞĞƚings and home to the Town Clerk’s
ŽĨĨŝĐĞ͘ /ƚ ĂůƐŽ ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƐ ŽĨĨŝĐĞƐ ůĞƚ ƚŽ
ƐĞǀĞƌĂůďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐƚĞŶĂŶƚƐ͘dŚĞdŽǁŶ,Ăůů
ǁĂƐ ƉƵƌĐŚĂƐĞĚ ďǇ ƚŚĞ dŽǁŶ ŽƵŶĐŝů
ĨƌŽŵ
ƚŚĞ
ĨŽƌŵĞƌ
^ŽƵƚŚ
EŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶƐŚŝƌĞŽƵŶĐŝůŝŶϮϬϮϭ͘
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ƌĂĐŬůĞǇ ZŽĂĚ ĞŵĞƚĞƌǇ͕ ĐŚĂƉĞů͕ ǁĂƌ
ŵĞŵŽƌŝĂůĂŶĚ>ŽĚŐĞ͕ǁŚŝĐŚŝƐƌĞŶƚĞĚŽƵƚ
ĂƐƉƌŝǀĂƚĞĂĐĐŽŵŵŽĚĂƚŝŽŶ͘



dŚĞ ƌĞĨƵƌďŝƐŚĞĚ ƉƵďůŝĐ ƚŽŝůĞƚƐ ŝŶ
ZŝĐŚŵŽŶĚZŽĂĚ͘



^ŵĂůůŐƌĂŶƚƐĨŽƌůŽĐĂůŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƚŝŽŶƐ͘



sĞŚŝĐůĞ ĐƚŝǀĂƚĞĚ ^ƉĞĞĚ ^ŝŐŶƐ ;ŵŽďŝůĞ
ƚƌĂĨĨŝĐ ƐĂĨĞƚǇ ƐŝŐŶƐ ĚĞƉůŽǇĞĚ ĂŶĚ
ŵĂŶĂŐĞĚ
ďǇ
ǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐ
ĨƌŽŵ
EĞŝŐŚďŽƵƌŚŽŽĚtĂƚĐŚͿ͘



/Ŷ ƉĂƌƚŶĞƌƐŚŝƉ ǁŝƚŚ ŽƚŚĞƌƐ͕ ƚŚĞ ĐŽƵŶĐŝů
ĨƵŶĚƐĂŶĚŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĞƐĨůŽǁĞƌĚŝƐƉůĂǇƐĂŶĚ
ƵŶŝŽŶ ĨůĂŐƐ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ƚŽǁŶ ĐĞŶƚƌĞ ŝŶ
ƐƵŵŵĞƌ͕ĂŶĚĨĞƐƚŝǀĞƚƌĞĞƐĂŶĚůŝŐŚƚƐĂƚ
ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ͘



dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ dŽǁŶ ƌŝĞƌ – Ă ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ
ŵĂŐĂǌŝŶĞ ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚ ĨŝǀĞ ƚŝŵĞƐ Ă ǇĞĂƌ͕
ǁŚŝĐŚ ŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐ ĂĚǀĞƌƚŝƐĞŵĞŶƚƐ ĂŶĚ
ĂƌƚŝĐůĞƐ ĨƌŽŵ ůŽĐĂů ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ ŐƌŽƵƉƐ͕
ǀŽůƵŶƚĂƌǇŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƚŝŽŶƐ͕ĂŶĚĐŚĂƌŝƚŝĞƐĂƐ
ǁĞůůĂƐŶĞǁƐĨƌŽŵƚŚĞĐŽƵŶĐŝůĂŶĚĚĞƚĂŝůƐ
ŽĨ ƵƉĐŽŵŝŶŐ ĞǀĞŶƚƐ͘ /ƚ ŝƐ ĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƚĞĚ ƚŽ
dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ ďǇ ǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐ͘
ĂĐŬŝƐƐƵĞƐĂƌĞĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞƚŽƌĞĂĚŽŶŽƵƌ
ǁĞďƐŝƚĞ͘ dŚĞ ƉƵďůŝĐĂƚŝŽŶ ŝƐ ůĂƌŐĞůǇ ƐĞůĨͲ
ĨƵŶĚĞĚƚŚƌŽƵŐŚĂĚǀĞƌƚŝƐŝŶŐ͘



dŚĞ dŽǁŶ ŽƵŶĐŝů ĂůƐŽ ƉƌŽĚƵĐĞƐ ƚŚĞ
dŽǁŶ 'ƵŝĚĞ͕ ƚŚŝƐ ďŽŽŬůĞƚ ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƐ
ŚĞůƉĨƵů ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ ĂďŽƵƚ dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͕
ƚŚĞ ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ƚŽǁŶ͕ Ă ŵĂƉ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ
ĂƌĞĂĂŶĚĂƵƐĞĨƵůůŝƐƚŽĨůŽĐĂůƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ͘Ŷ
ŽŶůŝŶĞ ǀĞƌƐŝŽŶ ŝƐ ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ ŽŶ ŽƵƌ
ǁĞďƐŝƚĞ͘



dŚĞ dŽǁŶ ŽƵŶĐŝů ŝƐ ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĞĚ ŽŶ
ŽƚŚĞƌůŽĐĂůďŽĚŝĞƐ͕ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ͕dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ
ŽŵďŝŶĞĚ ŚĂƌŝƚŝĞƐ͕ ƚŚĞ ^ƉŽŶŶĞ Θ
ŝĐŬĞƌƐƚĂĨĨĞ ŚĂƌŝƚǇ͕ EŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶƐŚŝƌĞ
Z͕ ^ŽƵƚŚ EŽƌƚŚĂŶƚƐ zŽƵƚŚ
ŶŐĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ͕ dŚĞ DŝĚƐƵŵŵĞƌ DƵƐŝĐ
&ĞƐƚŝǀĂů͕ ĂŶĚ ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇ͕ ƚŚĞ dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ
DĞĚŝĐĂůĞŶƚƌĞĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ'ƌŽƵƉ͘



dŚĞ dŽǁŶ ŽƵŶĐŝů ŝƐ ĂůƐŽ Ă ŵĞŵďĞƌ ŽĨ
ƚŚĞ EŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶƐŚŝƌĞ ƐƐŽĐŝĂƚŝŽŶ ŽĨ
>ŽĐĂůŽƵŶĐŝůƐ͘

dŚĞdŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝůŚĂƐĂƌĂŶŐĞŽĨƉŽǁĞƌƐĂŶĚ
duties, and the Clerk’s office is often able to
ĂƐƐŝƐƚǁŝƚŚůŽĐĂůŝƐƐƵĞƐ͘
dŚĞ dŽǁŶ ŽƵŶĐŝů ŚĂƐ ĂĚŽƉƚĞĚ WNC’s Code
ŽĨ ŽŶĚƵĐƚ͕ and a register of councillor’s
ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚƐŝƐŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶĞĚ͘
dŚĞ ŽƵŶĐŝů ƚĂŬĞƐ ƚŚĞ ůĞĂĚ ŝŶ ŐĞƚƚŝŶŐ ŵĂŶǇ
ƚŚŝŶŐƐ ĚŽŶĞ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ƚŽǁŶ͘ /ƚ ǁŽƌŬƐ ŝŶ
ƉĂƌƚŶĞƌƐŚŝƉ ǁŝƚŚ tĞƐƚ EŽƌƚŚĂŶƚƐ ŽƵŶĐŝů͕
,ŝŐŚǁĂǇƐ
ŶŐůĂŶĚ͕
EĞŝŐŚďŽƵƌŚŽŽĚ
tĂƚĐŚ͕^ĂĨĞƌ dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͕ EŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶƐŚŝƌĞ
WŽůŝĐĞĂŶĚŽƚŚĞƌƐ͘

dŚĞdŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝůŵĞĞƚƐŝŶdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌdŽǁŶ
,Ăůů Žƌ ƚŚĞ ^ĂǁƉŝƚƐ ĞŶƚƌĞ͘ /Ŷ ĂĚĚŝƚŝŽŶ ƚŽ
ƐŝǆƚĞĞŶ ĞůĞĐƚĞĚ ĐŽƵŶĐŝůůŽƌƐ͕ ƚŚĞ ĐŽƵŶĐŝů
ĞŵƉůŽǇƐ Ă dŽǁŶ ůĞƌŬ͕ ƐƐŝƐƚĂŶƚ ůĞƌŬ͕
ĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƚŝǀĞƐƐŝƐƚĂŶƚ͕ƚǁŽĐĂƌĞƚĂŬĞƌƐĂŶĚ
Ă ůŝƚƚĞƌ ƉŝĐŬĞƌ͘ hŶůŝŬĞ ĐŽƵŶĐŝůůŽƌƐ ŽŶ ŚŝŐŚĞƌ
ĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƚŝĞƐ͕ ůŝŬĞ tE͕ dŽǁŶ ĂŶĚ WĂƌŝƐŚ
ŽƵŶĐŝůůŽƌƐĚŽŶŽƚƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĂƉĂŝĚĂůůŽǁĂŶĐĞ͘
dŽǁŶ ŽƵŶĐŝů ŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƐ ƚĂŬĞ ƉůĂĐĞ ŽŶ Ă
DŽŶĚĂǇ ĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ͘ dŚĞ ĨƵůů ĐŽƵŶĐŝů ŵĞĞƚƐ Ăƚ
ϳ͗ϯϬƉŵ ŽŶ ƚŚĞ ƐĞĐŽŶĚ DŽŶĚĂǇ ŽĨ ĞǀĞƌǇ
ŵŽŶƚŚ ĞǆĐĞƉƚ ƵŐƵƐƚ͘ dŚĞƌĞ ĂƌĞ ĂůƐŽ ĨŽƵƌ
ĐŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞƐ ĐŽŵƉƌŝƐŝŶŐ ZĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ Θ
WůĂŶŶŝŶŐ͕ZĞĐƌĞĂƚŝŽŶΘ>ĞŝƐƵƌĞ͕WƌĞŵŝƐĞƐ͕ĂŶĚ
ĞŵĞƚĞƌǇ Θ ůůŽƚŵĞŶƚƐ͘ dŚĞ ĚĂƚĞƐ͕ ƚŝŵĞƐ͕
ĂŐĞŶĚĂĂŶĚƉƌĞǀŝŽƵƐŵŝŶƵƚĞƐĨŽƌĂůůŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƐ
can be found on the council’s website.
ůůŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƐĂƌĞŽƉĞŶƚŽƚŚĞƉƵďůŝĐ͘dŚĞƌĞŝƐ
ϭϱ ŵŝŶƵƚĞƐ ƐĞƚ ĂƐŝĚĞ Ăƚ ƚŚĞ ƐƚĂƌƚ ŽĨ Ăůů
ŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƐĨŽƌŵĞŵďĞƌƐŽĨƚŚĞƉƵďůŝĐƚŽƐƉĞĂŬ
ŽƌĂƐŬĂƋƵĞƐƚŝŽŶƌĞůĂƚŝŶŐƚŽĂŶǇŝƚĞŵŽŶƚŚĞ
ĂŐĞŶĚĂ͘ dŚĞ ƉƵďůŝĐ ĚŽ ŶŽƚ ŚĂǀĞ ƚŚĞ ƌŝŐŚƚ ƚŽ
ƐƉĞĂŬ ĂĨƚĞƌ ƚŚŝƐ ƚŝŵĞ ďƵƚ ŵĂǇ ĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞ ƚŽ
ŽďƐĞƌǀĞƚŚĞŵĞĞƚŝŶŐ͘
/Ŷ DĂƌĐŚ͕ ƚŚĞ ĐŽƵŶĐŝů ŚŽƐƚƐ ƚŚĞ ŶŶƵĂů
DĞĞƚŝŶŐ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ dŽǁŶ͕ Ăƚ ǁŚŝĐŚ ƌĞƉŽƌƚƐ ĂƌĞ
ŐŝǀĞŶ ďǇ ƚŚĞ DĂǇŽƌ͕ ĂŶĚ ĐŚĂŝƌƐ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ

ĐŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞƐ͕ ŽŶ ƚŚĞŝƌ ĂĐƚŝǀŝƚŝĞƐ ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ
ƚŚĞǇĞĂƌ͘>ŽĐĂůŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƚŝŽŶƐĂƌĞĂůƐŽŝŶǀŝƚĞĚ
ƚŽƌĞƉŽƌƚŽŶƚŚĞŝƌǁŽƌŬ͘YƵĞƐƚŝŽŶƐĂŶĚůŽĐĂů
ŝƐƐƵĞƐ ĐĂŶ ďĞ ƌĂŝƐĞĚ ďǇ ƚŚĞ ƉƵďůŝĐ Ăƚ ƚŚŝƐ
ŵĞĞƚŝŶŐ͘
ĂĐŚDĂǇ͕ĂƚƚŚĞŶŶƵĂůDĞĞƚŝŶŐŽĨƚŚĞdŽǁŶ
ŽƵŶĐŝů͕ ĐŽƵŶĐŝůůŽƌƐ ĐŚŽŽƐĞ Ă dŽǁŶ DĂǇŽƌ͕
ǁŚŽ ĐŚĂŝƌƐ ĨƵůů ĐŽƵŶĐŝů ŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƐ ĂŶĚ
ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚƐƚŚĞƚŽǁŶĂƐŝƚƐĐŝǀŝĐŚĞĂĚ͘hŶůŝŬĞĂ
ĨƵůůǇ ĞůĞĐƚĞĚ DĂǇŽƌ͕ ĂƐ ĨŽƌ ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ ŝŶ Ă
DĞƚƌŽƉŽůŝƚĂŶĂƌĞĂ͕dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ’sdŽǁŶDĂǇŽƌ
ŚĂƐŶŽĂĚĚŝƚŝŽŶĂůƉŽǁĞƌƐƚŽƚŚĂƚŽĨ ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ
ĐŽƵŶĐŝůůŽƌ͘/ĨƚŚĞǇĐŚŽƐĞƚŽĚŽƐŽ͕ƚŚĞDĂǇŽƌ
ƵƐĞƐ ƚŚĞŝƌ ǇĞĂƌ ŽĨ ŽĨĨŝĐĞ ƚŽ ƌĂŝƐĞ ĨƵŶĚƐ ĨŽƌ
ĐŚĂƌŝƚǇ͘ dŚĞ DĂǇŽƌ ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚƐ ŽƵƌ ƚŽǁŶ Ăƚ
ůŽĐĂů͕ĐŽƵŶƚǇĂŶĚƐŽŵĞƚŝŵĞƐƌĞŐŝŽŶĂůĞǀĞŶƚƐ
ĂŶĚ ĨƵŶĐƚŝŽŶƐ͘ ůů ŝŶǀŝƚĂƚŝŽŶƐ ĂƌĞ ǁĞůĐŽŵĞĚ͕
ƉĂƌƚŝĐƵůĂƌůǇƚŚŽƐĞĨƌŽŵůŽĐĂůŐƌŽƵƉƐ͕ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ͕
ĂŶĚĐŚĂƌŝƚŝĞƐ͘

tĞƐƚEŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶƐŚŝƌĞŽƵŶĐŝů

The Clerk’s office can be reached in the
ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐǁĂǇƐ͗

ĂůƐŽ ŚĂǀĞ ŽĨĨŝĐĞƐ ŝŶ dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ Ăƚ dŚĞ
&ŽƌƵŵ ŝŶ DŽĂƚ >ĂŶĞ͘ dŚĞǇ ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ
ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ;ďƵƚŶŽƚůŝŵŝƚĞĚƚŽͿ͗
ZĞŐŝƐƚƌĂƌ
ŽƵŶĐŝůdĂǆΘƵƐŝŶĞƐƐZĂƚĞƐ
WůĂŶŶŝŶŐΘƵŝůĚŝŶŐŽŶƚƌŽů
,ŽƵƐŝŶŐ͕,ŽŵĞůĞƐƐŶĞƐƐΘĞŶĞĨŝƚƐ
,ŝŐŚǁĂǇƐΘ^ƚƌĞĞƚ>ŝŐŚƚŝŶŐ
^ŽĐŝĂůĂƌĞ
>ŝďƌĂƌŝĞƐ
ƌƚƐΘƵůƚƵƌĞ
tĂƐƚĞŽůůĞĐƚŝŽŶƐΘZĞĐǇĐůŝŶŐ͕
ŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů,ĞĂůƚŚ
ůĞĐƚŽƌĂů^ĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ
WƵďůŝĐĂƌWĂƌŬŝŶŐ

ĚĚƌĞƐƐ͗dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌdŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝů͕dŽǁŶ,Ăůů͕
ϴϲtĂƚůŝŶŐ^ƚƌĞĞƚĂƐƚ͕dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌEEϭϮϲ^
KƌƐĞŶĚƵƐĂŶĞŵĂŝůĂƚ͗
ƚŽǁŶĐŽƵŶĐŝůΛƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌͲƚĐ͘ŐŽǀ͘ƵŬ
tĞďƐŝƚĞ͗ǁǁǁ͘ƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌͲƚĐ͘ŐŽǀ͘ƵŬ
WŚŽŶĞ͗ϬϭϯϮϳϯϱϬϵϵϱ

tĞƐƚ EŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶƐŚŝƌĞ Council’s
ǁĞďƐŝƚĞ ŝƐ ǁǁǁ͘ǁĞƐƚŶŽƌƚŚĂŶƚƐ͘ŐŽǀ͘ƵŬ
ĂŶĚĐĂŶĂůƐŽďĞĐŽŶƚĂĐƚĞĚƚŚƌŽƵŐŚƚŚĞŝƌ
ĐĞŶƚƌĂů ĐƵƐƚŽŵĞƌ ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ ďǇ ĞŵĂŝů Ăƚ
ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚƵƐΛǁĞƐƚŶŽƌƚŚĂŶƚƐ͘ŐŽǀ͘ƵŬ Žƌ
ďǇƚĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞŽŶϬϯϬϬϭϮϲϳϬϬϬ

zŽƵƌdŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝůƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƚŝǀĞƐ͗

ůůƌĂŵŝĂŶZĞǇŶŽůĚƐ
dŽǁŶDĂǇŽƌ

ůůƌDĂŐŐŝĞůƵďůĞǇ
;ĂůƐŽtEĐŽƵŶĐŝůůŽƌͿ





ůůƌDĂƌƚŝŶ:ŽŚŶƐ
ĞƉƵƚǇDĂǇŽƌ

ůůƌWĞƚĞƌŽŶƋƵĞƐƚ





ůůƌWĞƚĞƌůůĞŶ

ůůƌZĂĐŚĞůĂŶĚŽ
L’Olive





ůůƌŚĂƌůĞƐƐŬĞǁ

ůůƌ:ŽŚŶ'ŽĚǁŝŶ



ůůƌ<ůĂƵƐŽŶĚ
;ŽͲŽƉƚĞĚϭϰƚŚ:ƵŶĞͿ



ůůƌ:ŝŵ>ǇŶĐŚ





ůůƌĂǀŝĚĂƌŵŝĐŚĂĞů

ůůƌ/ŶŶĞƐDĂĐĂƵůĂǇ



ůůƌ>ŝƐĂ^ĂŵŝŽƚŝƐ
;ĂůƐŽtEĐŽƵŶĐŝůůŽƌͿ



ůůƌĂǀŝĚdĂƌďƵŶ



ůůƌDŝƌĂŶĚĂtŝǆŽŶ
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ůůƌŚƌŝƐtƌŝŐŚƚ
;ŽͲŽƉƚĞĚϭϰƚŚ:ƵŶĞͿ

zŽƵƌ dŽǁŶ ŽƵŶĐŝůůŽƌƐ ĂƌĞ Ăůů ƵŶƉĂŝĚ
ǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐ ĨƌŽŵ ƚŚĞ ůŽĐĂů ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͕ ǁŝƚŚ
ƐĞǀĞƌĂůƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚŝŶŐƚŚĞƚŽǁŶĨŽƌĂŶƵŵďĞƌ
ŽĨĚĞĐĂĚĞƐ͘dŚĞǇĂƌĞŬĞĞŶƚŽƐĞĞdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ
ĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞ ƚŽ ĨůŽƵƌŝƐŚ͕ ŝŵƉƌŽǀŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ
ŽĨ ůŝĨĞ ĨŽƌ ƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐ͕ ĂŶĚ ďĞ Ă ƐĂĨĞ ĂŶĚ

ŝŶĐůƵƐŝǀĞƉůĂĐĞĨŽƌĂůůƚŽůŝǀĞĂŶĚƉƌŽƐƉĞƌ͘
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A museum in the community
We are all emerging from a very long and difficult year, but Rob
Hamblin, Chairman of Towcester Museum is very optimistic
about the future of the heritage sector:

We also support local businesses behind the scenes, including
local graphic designer Glen Darby, who designs the museum’s
signage and print materials and Amber Printers who helped to
create our wonderful display boards.

“Towcester Museum is a small charity relying on the generosity
and goodwill of many amazing people. We are delighted to open
our doors once again and could not have done so without the
support of the local community behind us. I would like to thank
all our visitors and volunteers for their continued support during
these unprecedented times. “
“We have an array of exciting plans for the future of our
exhibitions and are currently working on a new audio guide as
well as a virtual town trail. Like so many other museums and
galleries that have been adversely affected by the pandemic, we
are determined to come back stronger than ever.”
As part of a close-knit community, we feel it is important to
support small local businesses, especially those with a historic
link to Towcester and its surrounding villages. That is why we
have teamed up with a number of local enterprises to bring you
the best that Towcester has to offer.

Educational Visits
The museum is now taking bookings for group tours and school
visits. We offer educational programmes aimed at meeting the
National Curriculum for Primary Schools featuring the Romans
and their way of life.
We offer an all-round ‘living history’ Roman experience, covering
four aspects in detail:
•
•
•
•

Health and Hygiene
Recreation and Leisure
Fashion and Jewellery
Military History

We have an excellent selection of replica artefacts for children
to handle and replica clothing for children to try on. There is also
the chance to ‘meet Boudicca’ and find out more about her battle
against the Roman occupation.
Jane Scrase, Director of Education and Community said, “We’ve
already had several very successful visits from local schools
since the re-opening and it was an absolute joy to see children
back in the museum, eager to learn and having fun.”

Image ΞWharf Distillery

If you fancy a tipple, we are delighted to announce that our gift
shop now stocks Lactodorum Gin, produced by Wharf Distillery,
an independent small-batch copper-pot distillery producing a
range of exciting grain-to-glass spirits and liqueurs.

Join our volunteer scheme
We are always looking for enthusiastic local people to join our
volunteer scheme. This is a great opportunity for anyone looking
to make new friends, gain work experience in the heritage sector
or get more involved in community projects, such as our
educational visits and interpretive scheme.

If a pint of bitter is more your style, then you can choose from a
selection of locally brewed bottled beers including the popular
‘Roman Road’ ale produced by Towcester Mill Brewery. Next
time you visit the brewery itself, you may notice that the original
Towcester Railway Sign is on display in their tap room, on loan
from Towcester Museum.

If you would like to find out more about our
volunteer scheme, please pop-in to the
museum or give us a call on 01327
352662 to express your interest.

If you are in search of a unique gift, you will discover a range of
copper rings and beautiful pendants created by a local designer
at Yore Jewellery. Gift cards designed by talented local artists
are also available along with several books and publications
written by members of Towcester History Society and other local
independent authors. These books provide fascinating insights
into the town’s past along with some beautiful old photographs.

Visit www.towcestermuseum.co.uk and
follow us on Facebook or Instagram for
opening times and the latest updates.
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Discover
our unique
dementia care
Our care home
is open for
viewings

So many things define us as individuals, but dementia
doesn’t have to. We see the person behind it, and
help them live the life they want, to the full. As the
only care home group with its own accredited City
and Guilds dementia training 'My World', innovative
dementia friendly design, and support for the whole
family, you can trust that we go further.

Call us on freephone 0808 223 5401
Find us online caringhomes.org
Water Lane, Towcester, Northamptonshire, NN12 6HR
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‘All together now’…TCS united in song
KŶ ϮϱƚŚ DĂǇ͕ Towcester Choral Society held its first ‘real’ rehearsal since
DĂƌĐŚϮϬϮϬ͘dŚĞŵĂũŽƌŝƚǇŽĨŽƵƌŵĞŵďĞƌƐŚĂĚǀŽƚĞĚŝŶĞĂƌůǇDĂǇƚŽƌĞƚƵƌŶ
ƚŽŽƵƚĚŽŽƌƌĞŚĞĂƌƐĂůƐƌĂƚŚĞƌƚŚĂŶŝŶĚŽŽƌ ͲĂĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶǁŚŝĐŚƉƌŽǀĞĚƚŽďĞ
ƐĞƌĞŶĚŝƉŝƚŽƵƐǁŚĞŶƚŚĞĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚĨŽƌDĞĚŝĂƵůƚƵƌĞĂŶĚ^ƉŽƌƚƐƵĚĚĞŶůǇ
pulled the rug from under the country’s amateur choirs by declaring that no
ŵŽƌĞ ƚŚĂŶ ϲ ƉĞŽƉůĞ ĐŽƵůĚ ƐŝŶŐ ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ ŝŶĚŽŽƌƐ ĚƵƌŝŶŐ ƐƚĞƉ ϯ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ
ZŽĂĚŵĂƉ͘

ŽǀŝĚƌŝƐŬĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚǁĂƐĐƌĞĂƚĞĚ
ĨŽƌ ŚŽůĚŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ƌĞŚĞĂƌƐĂů ŝŶ ŽƵƌ
librarian’s large garden, with suitable
ƐŽĐŝĂů ĚŝƐƚĂŶĐŝŶŐ ĂŶĚ͕ ŽĨ ĐŽƵƌƐĞ͕ ŶŽ
ŵŝŶŐůŝŶŐ͊ dŚĞ ǁĞĂƚŚĞƌ ĨŽƌĞĐĂƐƚ ǁĂƐ
studied hourly (we really didn’t want
to be ‘singin’ in the rain’) and
ĨŽƌƚƵŶĂƚĞůǇǁĞǁĞƌĞĂďůĞƚŽƐƚĂǇĚƌǇ
–ĂůƚŚŽƵŐŚƌĂƚŚĞƌĐŽůĚ͊

tĞ ĐŽƵůĚ ŚĂǀĞ Ă ŵĂǆŝŵƵŵ ŽĨ ϯϬ
ƉĂƌƚŝĐŝƉĂŶƚƐ ĂŶĚ ŽŶ ƚŚĞ ŶŝŐŚƚ͕ Ϯϱ
ƐŝŶŐĞƌƐ ĂƐƐĞŵďůĞĚ͕ ďƌŝŶŐŝŶŐ ƚŚĞŝƌ
ŽǁŶĐŚĂŝƌƐ͕ŵƵƐŝĐĂŶĚƌĞĨƌĞƐŚŵĞŶƚƐ͘

tĞ ǁĞƌĞ ůĞĚ ĂƐ ĞǀĞƌ ďǇ ŽƵƌ ǀĞƌǇ
ƐƉĞĐŝĂů ƚĞĂŵ ŽĨ ,ĞůĞŶ ^ǁŝĨƚ ĂŶĚ
ZŽǁĞŶĂ 'ŝďďŽŶƐ ŽŶ ŬĞǇďŽĂƌĚ͘ dŚĞ
rehearsal was also ‘zoomed’ to our
ŵĞŵďĞƌƐǁŚŽǁĞƌĞƵŶĂďůĞƚŽĂƚƚĞŶĚ
ŝŶ ƉĞƌƐŽŶ͕ ǁŚŝĐŚ ĐƌĞĂƚĞĚ Ă ĨĞǁ
ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐ–you’ll see in the photos
ƚŚĞ ĞůĂďŽƌĂƚĞ ƚĂďůĞ ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶ ƚŽ
ĞŶĂďůĞƚŚĞůĂƉƚŽƉƚŽďĞŝŶƚŚĞĐŽƌƌĞĐƚ
ƉŽƐŝƚŝŽŶ͊dŚŝƐŚǇďƌŝĚĞǀĞŶƚǁĂƐǀĞƌǇ
ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵů ĨŽƌ ƚŚŽƐĞ Ăƚ ŚŽŵĞ͕ ǁŚŽ͕
ĨŽƌƚŚĞĨŝƌƐƚƚŝŵĞŝŶŽǀĞƌĂǇĞĂƌ͕ǁĞƌĞ
ĂďůĞ ƚŽ ŚĞĂƌ ǁŚĂƚ ƚŚĞŝƌ ĨĞůůŽǁ
ŵĞŵďĞƌƐǁĞƌĞƐŝŶŐŝŶŐ͘ĨƚĞƌĂŐŽŽĚ
ǁĂƌŵƵƉ;ƚŚĞƌĞĂƐŽŶĨŽƌƐŽŵĞŽĨƚŚĞ
ƐƚƌĂŶŐĞƉŽƐŝƚŝŽŶƐŝŶƚŚĞƉŚŽƚŽƐ͊ͿǁĞ
ŬŝĐŬĞĚŽĨĨƉƌŽĐĞĞĚŝŶŐƐǁŝƚŚĂƌŽƵƐŝŶŐ
rendition of ‘You Raise Me Up’, which
ĞůŝĐŝƚĞĚ Ă ƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ ŽǀĂƚŝŽŶ ĨƌŽŵƚŚĞ
ŶĞŝŐŚďŽƵƌƐ͊ KƚŚĞƌ ƉŝĞĐĞƐ ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ
‘Greensleeves’, ‘If ye love me’, ‘What
9

a wonderful world’ and even some
ƐĞĂƐŚĂŶƚŝĞƐ͊
zŽƵ ĐĂŶ ƐĞĞ ďǇ ƚŚĞ ĂĐĐŽŵƉĂŶǇŝŶŐ
ƉŚŽƚŽƐ ŚŽǁ ŚĂƉƉǇ ĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞ ǁĂƐ ƚŽ
ďĞ ƌĞƵŶŝƚĞĚ ŝŶ ƐŽŶŐ͘ ŵŽƚŝŽŶƐ ƌĂŶ
ƋƵŝƚĞŚŝŐŚĂƐǁĞƐƚĂƌƚĞĚƚŽƐŝŶŐ͕ǁŝƚŚ
a few tears of joy shed. “Brilliant,
unforgettable” was one comment, “it
beats a virtual rehearsal any day”
ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ͘ KŶĞ ŵĞŵďĞƌ ƐĂŝĚ ŚŽǁ ŚĞ
ĨŽƵŶĚ ƚŚĞ ĞǀĞŶƚ ƌĞũƵǀĞŶĂƚŝŶŐ ĂŶĚ
ƚŚĂƚ ŝƚ ŚĞůƉĞĚ Śŝŵ ŵŽǀĞ ĨŽƌǁĂƌĚƐ
ĨƌŽŵ ƌĂƚŚĞƌ ĚĞƉƌĞƐƐŝŶŐ ƚŝŵĞƐ͘
ŶŽƚŚĞƌĐŽŵŵĞŶƚĞĚŽŶŚŽǁŵƵĐŚŝƚ
ŵĞĂŶƚƚŽďĞƐĞĞŝŶŐĨƌŝĞŶĚƐĂŐĂŝŶĂŶĚ
“really giving the vocal cords a good
workout”. What really struck home
ǁĂƐ ƚŚĞ ƐĞŶƐĞ ŽĨ ǁŚĂƚ ŚĂƐ ďĞĞŶ
ŵŝƐƐŝŶŐ ĨƌŽŵ ŽƵƌ ůŝǀĞƐ Ăůů ƚŚĞƐĞ
ŵŽŶƚŚƐ͘
dŚĞƉůĂŶŝƐƚŽĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞƚŚĞƐĞŚǇďƌŝĚ
ƌĞŚĞĂƌƐĂůƐ͕ǁĞĂƚŚĞƌƉĞƌŵŝƚƚŝŶŐ͕ƵŶƚŝů
ƚŚĞĞŶĚŽĨƚĞƌŵ͘tĞĨĞƌǀĞŶƚůǇŚŽƉĞ
ƚŚĂƚ ^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ ǁŝůů ďƌŝŶŐ Ă
ƌĞƐƵŵƉƚŝŽŶ ŽĨ ŶŽƌŵĂů ŝŶĚŽŽƌ
ƌĞŚĞĂƌƐĂůƐ͕ďƵƚĂƚƚŚĞƚŝŵĞŽĨǁƌŝƚŝŶŐ
ŝƚŝƐƚŽŽĞĂƌůǇƚŽƐĂǇ͘<ĞĞƉƵƉƚŽĚĂƚĞ
ǁŝƚŚƚŚŝƐĂŶĚŽƚŚĞƌd^ŶĞǁƐŽŶŽƵƌ
ǁĞďƐŝƚĞ͗
www.towcesterchoralsociety.org.uk

EĞǁŵĞŵďĞƌƐĂƌĞ ĂůǁĂǇƐǁĞůĐŽŵĞ͕
ƉůĞĂƐĞ ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ ŽƵƌ ŵĞŵďĞƌƐŚŝƉ
ƐĞĐƌĞƚĂƌǇ^ŝŵŽŶĨŽƌĨƵƌƚŚĞƌĚĞƚĂŝůƐ͗
ŵĞŵďĞƌƐŚŝƉΛƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌĐŚŽƌĂůƐŽĐŝĞƚǇ͘ŽƌŐ͘ƵŬ



&Žƌ ŐĞŶĞƌĂů ĞŶƋƵŝƌŝĞƐ ĂďŽƵƚ ƚŚĞ
ƐŽĐŝĞƚǇƉůĞĂƐĞĐŽŶƚĂĐƚŽƵƌ^ĞĐƌĞƚĂƌǇ͕
>ŝƐĂůŝŶĐŚ
ƐĞĐƌĞƚĂƌǇΛƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌĐŚŽƌĂůƐŽĐŝĞƚǇ͘ŽƌŐ͘ƵŬ
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dKt^dZΘ/^dZ/d>K>,/^dKZz^K/dz


As Boris Johnson’s RoadŵĂƉŽƵƚŽĨƚŚĞŽǀŝĚƉĂŶĚĞŵŝĐĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞƐƚŽƵŶĨŽůĚ͕the Society’s committee have been facing
ĂĚŝůĞŵŵĂĂƐƚŚĞǇƉůĂŶĂƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞĨŽƌƚŚĞŶĞǆƚĨĞǁŵŽŶƚŚƐ͘ŽƚŚĞǇƌĞƚƵƌŶŵŽŶƚŚůǇŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƐŽĨŵĞŵďĞƌƐƚŽĨĂĐĞͲ
ƚŽͲĨĂĐĞŐĂƚŚĞƌŝŶŐƐŝŶƐƚĞĂĚŽĨƚĂůŬƐŽŶŽŽŵ;ǁŚŝĐŚŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶǀĞƌǇƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵůͿ͕ŽƌĞǀŽůǀĞĂĐŽŵďŝŶĂƚŝŽŶŽĨďŽƚŚ͍
dŚĞĐŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞĂƌĞǁĞůůĂǁĂƌĞƚŚĂƚƚŚĞƌĞĂŐƌŽƵƉŽĨŵĞŵďĞƌƐǁŚŽŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶƵŶĂďůĞ͕ŽƌƵŶǁŝůůŝŶŐ͕ƚŽũŽŝŶƚŚĞŽŽŵ
ŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƐĂŶĚĂŶŝŵŵĞĚŝĂƚĞƉƌŝŽƌŝƚǇŝƐƚŽĂƌƌĂŶŐĞĨĂĐĞͲƚŽͲĨĂĐĞŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƐĚƵƌŝŶŐƚŚŝƐǇĞĂƌǁŚŝĐŚǁŝůůŝŶĐůƵĚĞƚŚĞŵ͘dŚĞƐĞ
ǁŽƵůĚƌƵŶĂůŽŶŐƐŝĚĞƚŚĞŵŽŶƚŚůǇƚĂůŬƐĂůƌĞĂĚǇƐĐŚĞĚƵůĞĚ͘
ƐƉĞĐŝĂůƋƵĞƐƚŝŽŶŶĂŝƌĞǁŝůůƐŚŽƌƚůǇĂƌƌŝǀĞĨŽƌĞǀĞƌǇŵĞŵďĞƌĂŶĚǁŝƚŚŝƚĂůĞƚƚĞƌĨƌŽŵĐŚĂŝƌŵĂŶƌŝĂŶ'ŝŐŐŝŶƐǁŚŽƐĂǇƐ͗
“We are considering ƚŚĞĨƌĞƋƵĞŶĐǇĂŶĚĨŽƌŵƚŚŽƐĞĨƵƚƵƌĞƌĞŐƵůĂƌŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƐŵĂǇƚĂŬĞ͘dĂůŬƐŵƵƐƚďĞďŽŽŬĞĚǁĞůůŝŶ
ĂĚǀĂŶĐĞǁŚŝĐŚŵĞĂŶƐƚŚĞŽŽŵƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞŚĂƐďĞĞŶĂƌƌĂŶŐĞĚǁĞůůŝŶƚŽŶĞǆƚǇĞĂƌ͘EŽǁǁĞŚĂǀĞƚŽĚĞĐŝĚĞŚŽǁƚŽ
ďĂůĂŶĐĞƚŚŝŶŐƐĂĨƚĞƌƚŚĂƚ͕ǁŚŝĐŚŝƐǁŚĞƌĞǁĞŶĞĞĚŵĞŵďĞƌƐŚĞůƉ͘
“We need them to give their views, via the questionnaire, so that we canĂŶĂůǇƐĞƚŚĞŵ ĂƐ ƐŽŽŶĂƐ ƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ͘/ŶƚŚĞ
ŵĞĂŶƚŝŵĞ͕ ǁĞ ǁŝůů ďĞ ƐŽƌƚŝŶŐ ŽƵƚ ƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ ǀĞŶƵĞƐ ĨŽƌ ŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƐ͘ tŚĞŶ ƚŚĞ ƋƵĞƐƚŝŽŶŶĂŝƌĞ ŚĂƐ ďĞĞŶ ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚ͕ ŽƵƌ
options should be clearer.”
&Žƌ ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ ĂďŽƵƚ ƚŚĞ ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ – ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ ƵƐĞŽĨŽŽŵ – ƉůĞĂƐĞ ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ ĞŝƚŚĞƌ ƐĞĐƌĞƚĂƌǇ͕ ĂǀŝĚ tŝůĐŽĐŬ ;ϬϭϯϮϳ
ϯϱϭϳϴϮͿŽƌĐŚĂŝƌŵĂŶ͕ƌŝĂŶ'ŝŐŐŝŶƐ;ϬϭϯϮϳϯϱϮϰϰϰͿŽƌǀŝƐŝƚŽƵƌǁĞďƐŝƚĞǁǁǁ͘ŵŬŚĞƌŝƚĂŐĞ͘ŽƌŐ͘ƵŬͬƚĚůŚƐͬ

KKD/E&KZ,/^dKZzd><^&ZKDyWZd^W<Z^
tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇϭϰƚŚ:ƵůǇ

DĞĚŝĂĞǀĂů^ĞƌǀĂŶƚƐŝŶǀĞƐƚŝŐĂƚĞĚďǇ:ĂŵĞƐtƌŝŐŚƚ

hƐŝŶŐĞǀŝĚĞŶĐĞĨƌŽŵŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐďƵŝůĚŝŶŐƐƵƌǀĞǇƐĂŶĚĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ:ĂŵĞƐƚĞůůƐƚŚĞƐƚŽƌǇŽĨƚŚĞĐŽŽŬƐ͕ĐůĞƌŬƐ͕ƐĞƌǀĂŶƚƐ͕
ƐƚĂďůĞůĂĚƐ͕ĂŶĚůŽǁĞƌŽƌĚĞƌǀŝƐŝƚŽƌƐƚŽŐƌĞĂƚĐĂƐƚůĞƐ͘/ŶƐƚĞĂĚŽĨƐƚƵĚǇŝŶŐƚŽǁĞƌƐ͕ŐĂƚĞŚŽƵƐĞƐ͕ĂŶĚŐƌĞĂƚŚĂůůƐǁĞ
ĚĞůǀĞŝŶƚŽƚŚĞŬŝƚĐŚĞŶƐ͕ƐƚĂďůĞƐ͕ƐƚĂŝƌĐĂƐĞƐ͕ĂŶĚĐĞůůĂƌƐƚŽƵŶĐŽǀĞƌĞǀŝĚĞŶĐĞŽĨŵĞĚŝĂĞǀĂůŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ͘
^ƵŵŵĞƌDĞĞƚŝŶŐ–ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐĨŽƌĂŵŽǀĞŽƵƚƐŝĚĞƚŽŵĞĞƚƵƉĂƚůĂƐƚ

tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇϭϭƚŚƵŐƵƐƚ

ƚƚŚĞŵŽŵĞŶƚ͕ ŝƚŚĂƐƚŽďĞ ‘ǁĂƚĐŚͲƚŚŝƐͲƐƉĂĐĞ’ ĂƐƚŚĞ ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇƉůĂŶƐƚŽŵĞĞƚ ƵƉŽƵƚĚŽŽƌƐƚŽŚŽůĚĂƉŝĐŶŝĐ͘ůů
ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ ǁŝůů ďĞ ŬĞƉƚ ĨƵůůǇ ŝŶĨŽƌŵĞĚ ĂŶĚƚŚĞƌĞ ŵĂǇ ďĞ Ă ĐŚĂŶŐĞ ŽĨ ĚĂƚĞ͘ Towcester’s Water Meadows are a
ƉŽƐƐŝďůĞǀĞŶƵĞ
tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇϴƚŚ^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ

ĚǀĞŶƚƵƌĞƐŽĨWƌŝŶĐĞZƵƉĞƌƚŽƵƚůŝŶĞĚďǇŚƌŝƐZŽǁĞ

ƐĂďĂďǇ͕WƌŝŶĐĞZƵƉĞƌƚŚĂĚĂŶĞĂƌůǇŶĂƌƌŽǁĞƐĐĂƉĞ͘,ĞǁĂƐŶĞĂƌůǇůĞĨƚďĞŚŝŶĚĂƚWƌĂŐƵĞĂƐƚůĞǁŚĞŶŚŝƐƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ
;dŚĞtŝŶƚĞƌ<ŝŶŐĂŶĚYƵĞĞŶͿĞƐĐĂƉĞĚƚŽ,ŽůůĂŶĚ͘/ŶŚŝƐůĂƚĞƌǇĞĂƌƐŚĞǁĂƐĂĨŽƵŶĚĞƌŵĞŵďĞƌŽĨƚŚĞZŽǇĂů^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ͘
/ŶďĞƚǁĞĞŶŚĞǁĂƐĂƉƌŝǀĂƚĞĞƌ͕ĂŝǀŝůtĂƌŽŵŵĂŶĚĞƌĨŽƌdŚĞ<ŝŶŐ;ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐĂƐƚĂǇŝŶdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌͿ͕ĂƌƚŝƐƚĂŶĚ
ƐĐŝĞŶƚŝƐƚ͘ŶĂŵĂǌŝŶŐŵĂŶ͕ŚƌŝƐƌĂƚĞƐŚŝŵƚŚĞďĞƐƚͲůŽŽŬŝŶŐŵĂŶŚĞŚĂƐĞǀĞƌƐĞĞŶ͊
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OLD TOWCESTER 40 - Marion Weller – Suffragette

40a – Portrait of Marie, aged about 20, based
on a photograph showing her sat in the back of
her parent-in-law’s Daimler with a scarf tied
around her hat to secure it. She appears to be
holding a bunch of flowers.

Many of the more mature Towcester
residents will have heard of Victor
Ashby, the man who in the 1890s
established in Towcester one of the first
repair garages in the country, aptly
named the Pioneer Motor Works and
there developed the Short Ashby car.
Less well known is his younger sister
Marion, who preferred to be called
Marie, and was also a Towcester
pioneer. Hers was the cause of female
suffrage, demanding that women
needed equal rights with men on the
ability to vote.
They were the children of Edward
Ashby, a cabinet maker and upholsterer
who at one time ran ‘The Steam Works’
in the town, where steam powered
machinery was used for manufacturing
furniture. Edward had moved his family,
wife Jane Victoria and three sons,
Victor, Ernst and Percy, from Luton to
Towcester sometime between 1868
and 1871. In 1873 he took a lease from
the Ecclesiastical Commissioners of the
Chantry House and in the front garden
built a shop, which now no longer exists
but was to the left of the Tudor entrance
arch. It is also likely that he demolished
the rear wing of the Old School, which
was still standing in 1870 and
incorporated it into the garden.
Jane gave birth to Marion Louise in
1878, presumably at the Chantry
House, which was to be her home until
they moved to number 126 Watling
Street sometime between 1891 and
1901. Edward was a successful

businessman and Marion, along with
her elder sister and four brothers would
still have had quite a middle-class
childhood. They had a domestic servant
but life in the house would have been
uncomfortable by modern standards.
The house was timber framed and
undoubtedly very draughty; it still
retained the bellcote on the roof from
the time it was the grammar school.
They may have had gas lighting and
perhaps water laid on, but the toilet is
likely to been down the garden and
chamber pots a feature of every
bedroom. Clocks would have been
unnecessary as the Town Hall clock
chiming would have been one of the
sounds of her childhood. Similarly, the
church bells resounding around the
house and cattle bellowing at the
annual cattle show each November on
the Market Hill just outside the medieval
front gate would have been common
sounds. She would still know the main
front room of the building, but the rest
would not be familiar as the timber
framed walls were rebuilt in stone and
the upper floor and roof were rebuilt
about 1910.

40b. The Chantry House circa 1890 showing
the front shop built by Marie’s father.

We know nothing of her education,
however she is likely to have gone to
either the National or the Church of
England School and then perhaps to
one of the private schools for girls in the
town. The only clue we have about her
life as a young woman was from 1901
when she was not in Towcester on the
census night but was a visitor at
Castillian House in Northampton, a
school of cookery run by Mary Dale.
On the 30th of March 1904, Marie’s
mother, Jane died. When Marie was 26,
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she married a dentist named George
Weller, who according to the marriage
register was living in Towcester at the
time. George was the son of William
Weller, a London corn merchant They
did not marry in Towcester but in
Llanaber,
Barmouth,
Merrioneth,
Wales, with George taking up
temporary residence in Church Street
and Marion a few streets away in
Abermor Terrace. Both families were
with them. As Victor Ashby was the first
witness to sign, he was probably the
best man. Perhaps George and Marion
had visited this popular seaside resort
in the southern Snowdonia region and
decided this was where they would
wed.
After they were married, they returned
to 192 Watling Street, the building
having sufficient accommodation on the
floors above the shop area to house two
families. George became a member of
the Fidelity Lodge of Towcester
Freemasons. It was probably at number
192 Watling Street that Marion gave
birth to her only child, George Norman
Stapleton Weller, on the 1st of July
1906. He was baptised at St Lawrence
Church on the 11th of November. They
had a property called the Washington
Bungalow at the east coast resort of
Heacham in Norfolk. This large wooden
structure lay close to the beach and was
where family and friends would holiday
but unfortunately it blew down in a
storm after WW2. Marie’s nephew
described her as being a very capable
woman with an individualistic and
outstanding
personality
who
overshadowed her husband. She
certainly had strong political views and
addressed meetings organised by the
local Conservative Party seeking the
election of Edward A. Fitzroy as their
candidate. The gravestone of Edward
Ashby, her father, declares that he was
the Great Nephew of General George
Washington, so she appears to have
some well-known political forebears.
But it was the objectives of the
Women’s Social and Political Union,
given the name of Suffragettes by a
reporter of the Daily Mail in 1906, that
drove her at this period. In January
1910 she chaired a public W.S.P.U

meeting at the Town Hall which was
addressed by Miss Burgess and Miss
Sophia Strangways. The latter was the
daughter of the late premier of South
Australia and spoke on the positive
effects of giving women the municipal
vote in that colony. That meeting
passed off quietly but the next meeting
at the Town Hall a few weeks later was
a far rowdier affair as Mrs Pankhurst,
founder of Women’s Social and Political
Union, spoke at both afternoon and
evening meetings. “We are as
competent as the best man among you.
My sex is quite equal to the male sex, if
it gets a fair chance, and our duties are
equally important. On us depends the
carrying on of the race and the future of
our nation. You cannot have noble men
if women are inferior.” In the evening
the question time proved very lively, the
newspaper
reporting
that
Mrs
Pankhurst was filled with indignation at
one or two questions.

windows; Marie was one of these. She
was arrested in London and was one of
39 suffragettes who appeared at Bow
Street Magistrates Court in March 1912.
Those women who were caught
breaking windows were sentenced to
two months hard labour. Marie and
another woman were just ordered to
find securities for their good behaviour.
Her nephew states that she was
arrested in Regent Street for concealing
a hammer about her person and
sentenced to 7 days in prison. It has not
yet been possible to establish whether
these are two separate acts of militancy
or whether the 7 days in Holloway was
a result of not providing securities for
the 1912 judgement.

In 1911, census year, the campaign for
universal suffrage gave out the rallying
call “If women don’t count, neither shall
they be counted.” Marion was one of
those who took to the countryside on
census night hoping the invigilator
would miss her but one of them did
catch up with her as she wandered the
highway and recorded her. Her
husband, son and maid were at home
but her father, Edward, cannot be found
on the census for that year. Was he out
with Marion to give her support but
managed to evade the invigilator
whereas she did not?
The Women’s Social and Political Union
held meetings at the Royal Albert Hall
on almost 30 different occasions
between 1908 and 1913. According to
Marie’s nephew, she addressed an
audience topping 2000 at one of these.
The period 1910 to 1914 was a period
of labour revolt known as “The Great
Unrest.” Many groups, notably the
miners, were battling for social and
economic reform. Early in 1912 the
miners struck for four weeks and the
East End docks were brought to a halt
for four months. This severely affected
London, a good time for suffragettes to
express their militancy through breaking

August 1914. For her activities in
supporting the Suffragette movement,
Marie was awarded a certificate and
badge by Mrs Pankhurst.
Food shortages, rationing and lighting
regulations made life difficult for those
in Towcester during WW1. George is
not included on the Towcester Roll of
Honour in St Lawrence Church so may
have avoided conscription. George’s
practice expanded and he had his main
premises in Wolverton. His son,
George, trained at Guy’s Hospital as a
doctor. In July 1923 tragedy struck
when Marie’s husband was coming
back from a day visit to relatives in
London and Barnet. He was just about
a mile from Towcester when the front
tyre of his motorcycle burst causing it to
overturn. George sustained serious
injuries and despite medical attention
he died at their Towcester home shortly
after arrival. George’s effects were
valued at £6,180, a significant sum in
the 1920s. Their son subsequently took
over the business, moved to Stratford
Road Wolverton and subsequently
Marie also moved to Stratford Road.
Marie died suddenly at Wolverton on
the 17th of October 1936, aged 59, and
was buried in Towcester cemetery the
following week in her husband’s grave.
Her two dogs, Bill and Sam,
accompanied the cortege to the
cemetery gates. Buried with her were
the certificate given to her by Mrs
Pankhurst together with her Suffragette
badge. It is fitting that the new school
should be a permanent reminder of her
part in a campaign for women to be
treated on equal terms to men.

40c. 126 Watling Street (now ZigZag Hair
Studio) circa 1920, Marie’s home in the early
20th century.

Within a short time, the extent of
suffragette militancy increased to
include bombings, arson and attacks on
post boxes. In the Poppy Land area of
Norfolk, Miss Georgina Brackenbury
held suffrage meetings, so Marie
offered them the use of the Heacham
bungalow. The campaign stopped in
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Sources: ‘Towcester families’ on the
Ancestry
website,
Wikipedia,
Northampton Mercury, Northampton
Chronicle & Echo, Western Daily Echo
dated 11th March 1912, The
Suffragette, Nick Baldwin “A-Z of Cars
of the 1920s” pages 394- published in
1988, Census returns 1881, 1891, 1901
& 1911, TDLHS Archive and extracts
from the reminiscences of William
Weller, Marie’s nephew. Special thanks
go to D Sutton, J Morris and E Romaine
for their help in preparing this article.
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Local youth competitions : Entries for Young Artist and Young
Photographer from Nicholas Hawksmoor Primary School and
Greens Norton Church of England Primary School were
excellent. Our winning entries also claimed first prize in the
district competition and are now being submitted for the national
competition. Good luck to the participants!

A Star Among Us : Several of us joined six-year-old Towcester
resident Joey Holmes and his army of supporters at his
fundraising event held in May in aid of The Children's Air
Ambulance, in which Joey raised a phenomenal amount of
£1225! We are eager to continue supporting Joey in his future
efforts and he has been nominated to be a Rotary Star. For
further information about Joey or how to make a donation,
please search "Joey Holmes - Fundraising Page" on Facebook.

National Citizen Service : During springtime, Rotarian Allan
Bell led a collaborative project with National Citizen Service
volunteers aged 16-17 years to plant trees provided by the
Woodland Trust at the newly-opened Tove Valley Centre.
Supporting the environment is now a key area of focus for Rotary
International.

Community Fundraiser : Lorraine Devereux of the
Northamptonshire Health Charity recently provided an update of
how last year's £1000 donation was spent during the first wave
of the COVID-19 pandemic. Supplies were purchased for NHS
staff from Northampton General Hospital who were temporarily
living in accommodation provided by the University of
Northampton, voluntarily separated from their families and
partners. This included bedding, duvets, pillows and toiletries in
addition to home comforts. A huge thanks to the local residents
of Towcester and surrounding area for making this possible by
supporting our fundraising events.
Rotarian Steph Jones
If you are interested in discovering more about Rotary and what
projects the Club is involved with locally, nationally and
internationally, please visit our website :

www.towcester-rotary.org.uk
or email secretary@towcester-rotary.org.uk or visit our social
media platforms by searching for “Rotary Towcester”.
Due to the current COVID-19 pandemic, meetings are being
conducted online via Zoom.

Something For Everyone
If you are no longer in full time employment, then perhaps it’s time for you to join Towcester u3a.
Here you will meet new people and make a wide variety of friends. A warm welcome will await you at our u3a
where we have over 70 interest groups with activities to suit everyone. They range from Alternative Poetry to
Wine and Food Appreciation. If you can’t find the group you are looking for, we can perhaps put you in touch with
members with the same interest and together you can start a new group.
Our amazing Interest Group Leaders have kept their groups going over the past year. They have been so creative
in finding ways to adapt their activities and keep their groups going by email, Zoom or even telephone.
We have even started a virtual craft group who have shared some of their efforts on our Facebook page as well
as a photo sharing page.
As we look ahead, we have ideas for new groups such as cycling and petanque.
Once a month, when possible, the u3a invites its members to a great meeting where you can get together chat
and listen to some great speakers. As a precursor to re-starting our monthly meetings we have started holding
our monthly meetings online via Zoom.
Our first speaker in April was David Allen who entertained us with his presentation “The Amazing Mr Dickens”.
After a year of uncertainty, difficulties and sacrifices we can be hopeful that some parts of our lives are now
returning to normal or the new normal. And together with the gradual easing of restrictions people are feeling
more confident to venture out and meet people albeit outside and in small
groups.
Now is definitely the time to also think about trying new activities and making
new friends.
The u3a is a wonderful way to learn laugh live and enjoy!

Towcester U3A is a registered charity number 1155428
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www.towcesteru3a.co.uk

MEET YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD TEAM
Your Neighbourhood team comprises a Sergeant, Police Officers and Police Community
Support Officers.
We are your point of contact for the area of Towcester, Roade, Stoke Bruerne,
Shutlanger, Hulcote, Heathencote and Showsley.

Sgt Micki Simons

PC Josh Ellard

PC Jim King

PCSO Charlotte Morris

TO REPORT AN INCIDENT OR CRIME PLEASE USE THE 101 NON EMERGENCY
NUMBER OR 999 IF AN EMERGENCY, do not contact the team direct. All reports
must go via the Force Control Room.
If you have any events or should you wish to discuss a particular issue or meet a member
of the NPT then please contact team via:
NT-SouthNorthantsTowcester@pnn.police.uk
Follow us on social media (Twitter: @SthNorthantsNPT and Facebook: ‘Daventry and
South Northants Neighbourhood Policing Team’) and Neighbourhood Alert in order to
inform you about crime and incidents relevant to your area and some of the work that the
team undertake – please see recent updates on catalytic convertor thefts and recovery of
stolen property.
Unfortunately, there are a lot of aspects of our work that we cannot report on due to the
vulnerabilities of the persons involved. You can also follow the work of our Rural Crime
Team via Twitter: @hutch472 & @NorPolRural
Neighbourhood Alert is an email messaging system that all Schools, Parish Councils,
Neighbourhood Watch and community members can sign up to. Register your email
address to receive up to date information. Sign up to Neighbourhood Alert Messaging
System at: www.northamptonshireneighbourhoodalert.co.uk
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If you wish to have up-to-date crime statistics for your area then we recommend that you
visit www.police.uk
Should you wish to discuss a particular issue or meet a member of the NPT then please
contact team via: NT-SouthNorthantsTowcester@pnn.police.uk
Reporting an issue or crime to the Police can be made in a number of ways. This includes
ringing 101 or reporting online through Northants Police’s new website.
Your Neighbourhood Team is based within the Community at Towcester and are often the
first port of call for an emergency as the closest Police resource. The teams also have a
wealth of other responsibilities in respect of safeguarding vulnerable people, working with
educational establishments, crime investigation and intelligence gathering.
PCSO’s have become known in local schools in order to efficiently capture the ear of 1000’s
of primary age children within South Northants. We can deliver a huge range of key
messages and safety presentations covering drugs and county lines, knife crime, road
safety, online safety, Crime Stoppers and Fearless.
Useful Links
•

Northamptonshire Police Website: http://www.northants.police.uk/

•

Check if a vehicle is taxed or untaxed and report if necessary:
vehicleenquiry.service.gov.uk

•

Useful link for all matters related to driving: http://think.direct.gov.uk/

•

This link will provide you with information to help protect yourself from scams:
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer/scams/spotting-a-scam/

•

Trading Standards – Advice and help for consumers – don’t get caught out, find
an approved trader:
http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/Community/trad
ing/Pages/default.aspx

•

Contact Crime Stoppers anonymously at: https://crimestoppers-uk.org/

•

Fearless - a site where young people can access non-judgmental information
and advice about crime: https://www.fearless.org/

Thank you from South Northants Neighbourhood Policing Teams
- Building communities -

17

18

Should I top-up my state pension?
Why would anyone invest in their
State Pension?
If you’re looking for something to invest in,
have you thought about your State
Pension? Now before you look away at
this ‘ridiculous’ suggestion, bear with us
for a minute.
OK. As investment opportunities go,
putting money into your State Pension is
nothing like speculating to accumulate
with the latest high-tech start-up. Or
backing a revolutionary business that
looks set to disrupt its market. In fact, it’s
probably one of the most boring
investment options going.
But don’t discount it too soon, because it
could be the best-performing investment
you ever make. Here’s why.

Mind the gap
If you’re looking to maximise your income
in retirement, it makes sense to start with
your State Pension. The amount you get
is based on your record of National
Insurance Contributions (NICs). If there
are gaps in your payments over the years,
then you may not be entitled to the full
State Pension. But even if that’s the case,
all is not lost. You may be able to make a
voluntary contribution to top it up and

boost the amount you get – even if you’ve
already retired. And here’s the best news.
If you are eligible to top up, the cost is
effectively subsidised by the Government,
so it could mean you get quite a lot back
for your initial investment.
Before we go any further, it’s a good idea
to get a forecast for your State Pension
and check if there are any gaps in your
NIC payments. You can do that quickly
and easily on the GOV.UK website.

How ‘investing’ in
Pension works

your State

Currently, the New State Pension amount
is £179.60 per week. If there are gaps in
your National Insurance contributions
since 2016, each missing year is worth
1/35th of your pension entitlement. For
each year you want to plug a gap, you
would have to make a voluntary
investment or top-up of £800.80 into your
pension. (Voluntary rates are currently
£15.40 a week x 52 = £800.80 pa – these
rates may increase each year from here).
This may seem like a large sum to pay in,
but for each year that you plug the gap,
your pension will be boosted by around
£5.00 per week (£179.60 divided by 35 =
£5.13). That’s equivalent to £266.00 a
year. So, if you pay one extra year of
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NICs, you’ll get back what you paid after
just three years.

Is it a good investment?
If your forecast shows that you won’t be
getting your full State Pension amount
then you may want to consider topping up
your contributions. You’re looking at
getting your initial investment back within
around three years. For any other
investment to generate a three-year
payback, it would need to see an annual
return of 25.99%. With cash returns still
falling it suddenly starts to look like quite
a decent thing to do.

Check your pension forecast today
Forewarned is forearmed. So check out
your State Pension forecast on the
GOV.UK website today. And if you need
some advice (some of the rules and
entitlements are very complex,) get in
touch and we’ll tell you all you need to
know.
www.Fortitudefp.co.uk
01327 354321
theteam@fortitudefp.co.uk

The past couple of months have been active and
productive. In April, members voted to change
the name of the club from ‘Towcester Camera
Club’ to Towcester & District Photographic
Society (TDPS). With members from as far away
as Moulsoe, Rushden and Rugby, the name
change was seen as an opportunity to
demonstrate our wide geographic appeal; to
recognise that photography in the 2020s means
more than cameras; and to recognise that we are
a society of enthusiasts, whether amateur or
professional.
Our identity may have been refreshed, but our
mission remains the same: “To promote the art

and science of photography in the South
Northants area and to assist the membership in
improving their standard of photography.” Our
aims remain the same and can be found on our
website.

The launch of our vibrant new website has
accompanied the name change. Do check it out it is packed full of current information, member
galleries and resources, including the current
programme of events:
Our Summer Speaker Series again offers nonmembers the opportunity to tune in to three
outstanding speakers on a pay-per-view basis.
Full details (including a joint ticket) are also
available on our website.
Our monthly challenge themes: “Panoramas”,
“Close Up Flowers” and “Indoor Flash with
Movement” produced some outstanding images,
and we are currently working on the theme of
“Movement” – plenty of room for interpretation.
The idea is to just have a go at themes that may
be outside our comfort zone and, by doing so, to
understand our cameras better. This is the
essence of what our Club is about: irrespective of
starting point, what can we learn and what can
we share.

job in critiquing a strong selection of images
from both clubs, giving some valuable feedback.
Six out of the 40 images were awarded a
maximum 20 marks, equitably 3 from each club!
It was a close call to the end, with everyone
keeping a keen eye on their score sheets. The
final totals showed a 5-point advantage for TDPS
– it has been a while since we chalked up a win
in this friendly bit of local rivalry. The best image
of the night is shown.
We continue to follow Government advice and
our meetings will remain on ZOOM until our new
season starts in September, although Zoom will
remain the forum for our additional “surgery”,
“challenge” and “competition readiness”
sessions each month. We hope that relaxations
will allow us to go ahead with some practical club
sessions outside in June/ July, however.
Assuming we can meet in some form, we do
intend to extend the Club schedule throughout
the summer with additional guest speakers and
photo walks alternating throughout July and
August.

In May, a selection of 20 of our members’ best
images were pitted against 20 images from
Olney Camera Club, in what was a fun and
sociable evening. Our guest judge, Colin Mill
(New City Photographic Society) did a fantastic

P.I.M.S. stands for the Pat, Ian and Mike
Show which develops during the talk. The
presentation is something a bit different - a
collection of images taken as part of
monthly challenges on set themes, and only
shot indoors. Their 'before and after' images
will be shown and they will explain "how we
did it", with member participation along the
way.

Save the Date!
Advance notice of a very special in-person
meeting. On Wednesday, 3rd November 2021,
we will host the world-renowned landscape
photographer, Charlie Waite at Towcestrians
Rugby Club. Information and tickets can be found
on our website.
We expect this event to sell out, so do secure
your ticket early if interested.
Occasional snapshots of our monthly challenge
themes and upcoming events appear on the
Club’s Facebook page:
Alternatively, please check our website from time
to time. Our membership year started in April,
with annual membership just £18 plus £3 for
speaker sessions on ZOOM or £3 for in-person
meetings.
Towcester & District Photographic Society is a
friendly, inclusive club with a focus on
collaboration and learning, not on internal
competitions. It participates in just one external
competition and two “Head-to-Heads” each year;
although members who individually enter
external competitions are encouraged to use the
club for peer review of potential competition
entries. Membership ranges from beginner to
professional. COVID-19 developments have
necessitated TDPS switching temporarily from biweekly physical meetings at St. Michael’s Church
Room in Silverstone to bi-weekly virtual
meetings. The club will resume physical meetings
only when advice suggests that it is safe to do
so.

Image ΞAnne Gray 2021

“P.I.M.S.”
Wednesday 14th July (ZOOM)

"My Journey In Photography....So Far"
Wednesday 28th July (ZOOM)
Kylie-Ann Martin plans to take us on a
journey starting from her first image in
2006/7, with a brief explanation of her
health restrictions, which also impact on her
photography. “Despite these barriers I earnt

my distinctions, EFIAP, BPE 2 and LDPS. You
will see the images that contributed to all
the exhibition acceptances and hear some of
the stories behind them. I will also share
how i created some of the award-winning
images and I will end with my CPAGB panel."

The society is happy to answer enquiries via its
secure website contact page or Facebook page.

“Chasing the Lights”
Wednesday 11th August (ZOOM)

Anne Gray
Chairperson
Towcester & District Photographic Society

Simon Van Ordern’s passion is the Northern
Lights and it has become an addiction. His
presentation gives an insight into this
natural phenomenon, with images, personal
anecdotes and advice on photographic
techniques to capture them, based on the
knowledge he has developed over the years
whilst pursuing his passion.

www.towcesterphoto.co.uk
Facebook.com/groups/717208911681719/
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A message from Rt. Hon. Dame Andrea Leadsom MP

The warmer weather brings some positivity, as does the lifting of lockdown restrictions.
The Government’s roadmap to recovery continues, and like so many of us, I am looking forward to a sense of normality returning to
our lives and livelihoods. The lockdown has been challenging for us all, but the continuing vaccine rollout offers hope and reassurance
that life will get back to normal as we look to the future.
Locally, I have been helping constituents with a variety of issues and providing support to businesses. If you have a query or concern
that I can help with, please email me on andrea.leadsom.mp@parliament.uk
Earlier this year, I held a virtual public meeting on the Towcester Relief Road. Many constituents have been in contact with me about
progress on its development, and I have kept up the pressure on Persimmon, the developer, and other stakeholders during lockdown,
with 9 virtual meetings taking place to discuss updates on planning permissions, engineering, archaeology, delivery and design.
Whilst the speed of progress is disappointing, a lot of work has been done over the past year.
Constituents raised their concerns about speed restrictions, air quality, traffic management, noise, and the use of the A5 Watling
Street as a rat run when the M1 is slow. Highways England have confirmed that they will use signage to discourage traffic from
coming up Watling Street- this technique has been effective in other market towns. I can assure residents that I will continue to ‘beat
the drum’ that this road is de-trunked. I will also continue to press Highways England on the weight restrictions and signage.
Specific questions about traffic management, speed cameras and safety have been taken away
by Highways England and other stakeholders for a further detailed response, and I will provide
an update on my website once I have received a reply. We are a long way behind where we
wanted to be, for various reasons. But I am hopeful that we will reach the important milestone
of the relief road being finished by 2023. I am shortly meeting with the Roads Minister, Baroness
Vere to press the case for DfT’s support to help expedite the project and to help it qualify as an
A road. I will continue to update constituents on this via my website and social media.
The continuation of HS2 construction work continues to be a concern for our local area.
Constituents who are affected directly by the line and concerns over traffic disruption are the
two most frequent problems raised with me. I meet regularly with the HS2 Minister, Andrew
Stephenson MP to directly discuss individual constituent concerns, and to expedite
compensation payments and expenses that HS2 is far too slow in paying.
If you are experiencing issues with HS2 and would like me to raise these concerns with the
Minister, then please contact me using the email above.
I look forward to seeing many of you over the summer months and to brighter times ahead!
Rt. Hon. Dame Andrea Leadsom MP



Image ΞTony Howard 2021
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SHEPHERD & CO.
Solicitors

184 Watling Street East
NN12 6DB
tel 01327 350185
legal@shepherdandco.com
Established 1973
Advice for the Family, the Elderly and Business
Conveyancing Trusts Litigation Family Law
Criminal Law Neighbour Disputes Probate
Powers of Attorney Wills contested Wills
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Choose our professional
and friendly garage located
in Blakesley.
We provide a wide
variety of servicing and
repairs including air
conditioning and
fault diagnosis on
any make and
model of vehicle.
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CALL US TODAY ON 01327 860 801

www.blakesleygarage.co.uk

Quinbury End, Blakesley, Northamptonshire, NN12 8RF
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TOWCESTER ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
SUMMER EVENTS
Branch members are hoping to start face-to-face meetings again in July. We
held a limited event on 15th May at the Brackley Road War Memorial to
commemorate the Centenary of the formation of the British Legion in 1921
when four separate charities were amalgamated. The “Royal” favour was
granted on the 50th anniversary in 1951. I do have a limited supply of
Centenary badges, so if you want one, please get in touch. All being well, we
will attend the Blakesley Show on 7th August. Please come along and visit our
stand.
POPPY APPEAL 2021
It is the Centenary of the Poppy Appeal this year too. Last year we were
severely limited in what we could do but we still raised over £10,500 thanks to
the support of Waitrose and the generosity of the public. My thanks also go to
my lovely volunteers and the local schools. This year, we are hoping that
without restrictions we will raise a bumper total. Save the date of Tuesday,
21st September, which has been provisionally booked at The Mill for a Poppy
Quiz. Tickets will be available via The Mill’s online booking system.
BRANCH ACTIVITIES
COVID-19 has affected our activities like everyone else. We normally (and
hopefully will, in the not-too-distant future) meet at 7:30pm on the second
Tuesday of the month at the Sports & Social Club on Swinneyford Road. We
usually have a speaker talking about some aspect of the military or military
history. You do not have to have served in the Armed Services to become a
member of the RBL. Some of the services provided by the RBL can only be
offered to ex- or current serving personnel or their dependants, but that
stipulation does not apply to anyone wanting to become a member. So, pop
along to our next meeting and see for yourself: you’ll be made very welcome.
DAVID REED ● POPPY APPEAL ORGANISER

dreedsfm@sky.com | 07970 597044 | 01327 352414

Mrs Jo Griffin, the current headteacher of Towcester
CE Primary School, is leaving this July after 13 years
of working at the school, four of which have been in
headship. It will leave a huge hole in the school and
the students and parents will certainly miss her. She
has brought so much more into the school than just
her teaching and leadership. If you asked the
students, she would be more well known for her
wonderful outfits for world book day, her rewards of
tea with the head, and of course her festive Christmas tree outfits, which
always bring anticipation and wonder towards the festive season.
Mrs Griffin has always been so supportive of the school PTA; going along
with new ideas to keep the interest of the students and parents,
encouraging us to try new things and always being so grateful that we can
offer a bit of extra fun and fundraising for much needed resources for the
school. Her most recent want for the school is a whole school library. So
far, this has raised over £20,000 and we are still continuing to fundraise for
this building, even after she has moved on.
This last year has been incredibly tough for everyone. She has led the staff
in supporting the children in and out of school; she has encouraged pupils
to continue work with weekly virtual assemblies; personal messages to
students and their families; and the singing videos which gave some light
at the end of a dark tunnel.
On behalf of all the pupils and parents of Towcester Primary School, we
wish you well in your new position. You will be missed very much.
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We look forward to meeting our new headteacher, Mrs Sally Beaton, with
open arms and look forward to what she has to offer here at Towcester
Primary School.
Friends of Towcester CE Primary School

“All Change!”

Hello everyone!

Last year the Bishop of Northampton asked me to move from a very rural parish community in south Northamptonshire, where I had
been parish priest for 6 years, to become his priest secretary; living from and working at and out of Bishop’s House, Northampton.
Then, earlier this year, the Bishop further appointed me “priest in charge” here at the Catholic church and parish of St Thomas More,
Towcester, whilst still being his secretary. This was my second change in 6 months!
Change can be good – please do not get me wrong – I’m very happy being the Bishop’s secretary, and equally delighted to have this
new pastoral ministry here in Towcester as well! Change can bring about a renewed stimulus and motivation to life; providing time for
honing and developing skills, making new friends, and experiencing new opportunities. Equally though, change can be rather
challenging, even at times rather overwhelming. Perhaps we start, then, to allow doubt to creep into our mindset – did I (or we) do
the right thing by this change? Doubts begin to feed our own uncertainties or realisations of one’s limitations in any given changed
situation.
The changes caused by the global pandemic to all our lives are something we are going to remember for some time to come - social
distancing, loss and bereavement, face masks, lockdowns, hand-sanitising, working from home, our daily routines disrupted by
restriction or closure. Perhaps its impact and the changes that are facing us as we emerge in to a “new normality” in life are something
we are wary of. Yet, as I journey through life, and perhaps I have become aware of it most especially as a priest, I’ve understood and
appreciated more and more what it means to know God’s love. God’s love does not mean I won’t suffer the commotion, challenges,
catastrophes, or doubt in change. Sometimes I struggle, or things go wrong. God’s love does not ensure shelter from life’s changes;
it is a haven in the eye of change.
Whatever change is occurring in your life, in a good way or more challenging one, know that God will always love you, and is always
with you. As Jesus himself might say, “do not be afraid”.
With such hope as this - I look forward to seeing you around! Byeee!
Fr James Evans
On behalf of Churches Together in Towcester

Life’s Journey
Life is like a journey on a grand sailing ship where we are all travellers to an eternal
destination.
In the book of Ecclesiastes, in the Bible, it states “A time to be born” (Ecclesiastes 3 v 2)
and this is where we embark on our sailing experience on the ocean of life.
Some voyages are short, and some are long, but all ships of life eventually lead to a
destination – where are you destined in your lifeboat?
All ships need a compass and charts to guide them through the perils and challenges of the sea and in our life’s journey
we can firmly depend on the sure founded Word of God, the Bible. “Thy word is true from the beginning: and every one
of thy righteous judgments endureth for ever” (Psalm 119 v 160)
The Bible confirms that from the beginning of life’s journey we have all fallen short of God’s standard and like the
Psalmist of old we can all acknowledge “Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me” (Psalm
51 v 5)
Due to this sin our destination on our life’s journey is a lost eternity in a place the Bible calls Hell, but wait, the Bible
declares Good News, and if we change ships mid journey our final eternal destination can change. Through the work
accomplished on the cross of Calvary by God’s Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, we can have our sins forgiven and our life’s
ship can be under a new Master and Captain. “For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in
bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings.” (Hebrews 2 v 10)
The Lord Jesus lived a perfect, spotless life and at the God appointed time he was crucified upon a cross outside the
great city of Jerusalem. At the cross he shed his precious blood to pay the price of our sin. However, on the third day he
arose again from the dead and after been seen by many was received back into heaven.
Job realised his life’s journey was swiftly passing, “Now my days are swifter than a post: they flee away,..They are passed
away as the swift ships”(Job 9 v 5 and 6). As we feel the exhilaration of the wind through the ship’s sails and we navigate
on through childhood, teen years and adulthood we wonder where the years have gone. As you sail on to your eternal
destination are you looking to land in the harbour of heaven? Trusting Christ will assure you of your sins forgiven and
landing on the shores of heaven at the end of life’s journey.
As we cross the ocean of life every ship will experience storms throughout its voyage but if we trust Christ as our Saviour
and let him be at the helm of our life the “hope we have <is> as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast” (Hebrews
6 v 19).
Will you change your life’s destination today? and redirect your life’s ship towards the heavenly harbour?
“What shall I do then with Jesus which is called Christ?” (Matthew 27 v 22)
P Cartwright, Towcester
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In Sorrow and In Joy . . .
The last few years have also been unusual in another way.
We have been unable to have christenings and marriages
for much of the time. Quite a few couples and families
have had a long wait. Happily, these are now possible
again. Although there are some restrictions still. These
restrictions are required of us so that we can keep
everybody safe. Even with smaller numbers, with masks,
social distancing, and no singing, these are joyous
events. Perhaps part of the joy is that they have been so
long-awaited. The anticipation has grown.

Let me tell you one of the things I love about serving in
local churches. It is the opportunity to be with people
at significant points in their lives. I am thinking
particularly of births, marriages, and bereavement.

Over the last couple of years there have of course been
more deaths than usual. Many of us have lost somebody
we loved. The rest of us know somebody in that position.
You may be looking for people to be alongside you in
your grief and your questioning, and to listen to your
precious memories. If so, church communities are here
for you.

We are baptising toddlers who we had expected to
baptise as babies. Fortunately, there is no age limit to
baptism. I remember a wonderful baptism for a lady in
her late eighties. She had finally decided that she wanted
to say yes to God by becoming part of the church after
years of private faith. So, if any of you adults are feeling
the urge – go for it. Baptism is the act of christening. It
refers to being covered in water. However, at St
Lawrence, and at most Church of England churches, we
use three scoops of water over the head. Enquiries are
always welcome. There is no charge for baptisms.
Baptism is a gift and the cost to you is your willingness.

We are not a club for churchy folk. We welcome people
approaching us directly to talk. We also work in
partnership with the Renew Café whose services include
a group dedicated to those who are mourning. If you
prefer to be quiet with your own thoughts, then you may
find a churchyard a helpful space. Grief is a sad but also
a beautiful thing. It witnesses to the depth of our love for
the person we have lost and to their love for us.

People are also rebooking their weddings. We are
hopeful that fuller celebrations will be possible by the
time that you are reading this article. Weddings are such
special days which promise a lifetime of intimacy and
love. We can often build up powerful hopes around the
day as well as the years to come. Yet these smaller
celebrations are a helpful reminder of where the real joy
lies. The heart of a wedding’s joy is the joy of the couple.
Our joy is to share in it.
Revd Angela Hammett
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Aspire Arts Academy is an independent Performing Arts
School based in Towcester & Silverstone
AGES 3-18 YEARS WELCOME
BALLET EXAMS
LAMDA SINGING EXAMS
PERFORMANCE OPPORTUNITIES

OFFERING CLASSES IN:
BALLET
TAP
JAZZ
STREET / COMMERCIAL DANCE
KIDZBOP DANCE
MUSICAL THEATRE
SINGING
ACTING
PRIVATE SINGING LESSONS

PRIVATE AUDITION TECHNIQUE
Contact Grace: 07851 580568

AspireArtsAcademyOfficial

Email: aspireartsacademy@gmail.com

@aspireartsacademyofficial

LOVE

your local independent optician

At DW Roberts Opticians we are offering our full range of services, and we have introduced the
following new protocols to keep our patients and staff safe:


All staff who come into close contact with patients will be
wearing PPE



All equipment used, and frames handled, will be sanitised
between each patient



Extra time has been allocated between appointments to allow
thorough disinfection and ventilation of consulting rooms



Patients are asked to wear a face covering to their appointment,
and to sanitise their hands on arrival

Enjoy a seasonal selection of delicious farm-fresh
vegetables delivered to your door, sourced from
local farms to ensure maximum freshness.

Four different
box options
Call Sue on:

For eye care advice, or to make an appointment, please call us on 01327 350240

Order online at:

Email: moorgatefarm@btinternet.com

DW Roberts Opticians, 6 Sponne Shopping Centre, Towcester, NN12 6BY

01327 350240

01908 543008 / 07922 134915
www.moorgatefarm.co.uk

We’re here when you need us!

www.dwroberts.co.uk

Fresh local veg delivered to your
door or collected from the farm

Towcester@dwroberts.co.uk
wolverton@dwroberts.co.uk
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Bespoke orders taken, none too large
or too small, just give us a call!
Moorgate Farm | Moorend Road | Potterspury
Towcester | Northants NN12 7QG

A REGULAR DOSE OF AWE WORKS WONDERS FOR PEOPLE’S MENTAL HEALTH
By Julia Doherty - Adventure Geek

#2 - GET YOUR CLOTHES READY
THE NIGHT BEFORE
Have you read "The Chimp Paradox"? It's
a great book as Prof Steve Peters
explains how the brain works. He talks
about how we end up fighting with our
inner chimp. Your inner chimp is the other
"you" that convinces you to eat that
doughnut or to press the snooze button
too many times. I have a name for my
Inner Chimp. I call him "Fred" and I must
admit that nowadays I tend to win more
battles with Fred than ever before!

At the beginning of the lockdown, I found
that many people coped well. There was
a surge of people taking a walk and
exploring their local area and discovering
new footpaths that they had never walked
before. As time went on, when those
warm summer evenings were becoming a
thing of the past, I witnessed people
retreating into their homes, closing the
door on the world, and entering a rather
dark place in their mind.
From experience, I know that it is much
easier said than done to haul yourself out
of bed and dig out those walking boots to
go for a walk. I have spent many
mornings curled up, with no motivation to
do anything - just wasting the day away.
But, I know, deep down, that if I am feeling
glum or worrying about something that I
can't control, or perhaps have those dark
feelings that I can't explain, then I always
feel better after going for a walk.
In this article, I wanted to share with you
my tips on how I get motivated for a
regular dose of the great outdoors, even
when I am not really feeling like it.

Anyway, one of the ways that I motivate
myself to go walking in the morning, rather
than staying in bed, is to get myself
prepared the night before. My clothes are
put out on the chair, and my walking boots
are near the front door. All I need to do is
get dressed, quickly brush my teeth and
I'm good to go. I can have a shower and
a coffee when I get back. (That is my
reward for doing a few miles to watch the
sun come up).

#3 - DOWNLOAD A GOOD BOOK
OR PODCAST
I feel that it is important to be in tune with
your surroundings when on a walk.
Listening to the birds, the wind in the
trees, the sound of running water. But,
let's be honest, sometimes we are not in
the right frame of mind to be in-tune to
nature. So, I tend to split my walk into
sections. The first part of the walk is
usually from my front door and through the
housing estate. I plug in my Airpods Pro
(great transparency mode so I can hear
traffic) - and I listen to at least one chapter
of a book. I usually have two books on the
go, depending on my mood for the day.

#1 - MAKE AN APPOINTMENT!
If I have agreed to go walking with a
friend, or perhaps booked a walk with a
walking club (no sales pitch, I promise),
then I am more likely to go.
It is much harder to cancel an
appointment than it is to simply turn up. I
don't like to let people down, so if I have
made an appointment then I am more
likely to go.
We all know that we never feel bad after a
dose of fresh air, and good conversation
with friends makes the world a better
place. Making that first step of booking
onto a walk or calling a friend to meet up
on a regular basis to go for a stroll is a
great way to get myself motivated.
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I find that listening to a book for a while
takes me into another world and distracts
me from the actual exercise. Within 20
mins I am usually ready to switch off the
book and enjoy my surroundings.
I look forward to going for my daily walks
as I love a good book and getting lost in a
story. It is a fantastic way to transition
from sleep to feeling wide awake and
ready for the day ahead. I have a rule that
I only ever listen to an audiobook if I am
walking, or in the car. That way, it is my
special treat, and motivates me to get
outside first thing.
When I am on the journey back home and
get to the point in the walk where I am
once again in the housing estate, I plug in
and listen to the latest podcast. I find that
learning something new every day is
hugely satisfying, and podcasts are a way
for me to do that.

SUMMARY
A regular dose of awe works wonders for
everybody's mental health, making you
smile more, and shift focus from your
problems to the outside world. If you
regularly shift your energy and attention
outward instead of inward, it can lead to
significant improvements in emotional
well-being.
I can certainly feel the
difference in my own mood and emotional
well-being if I have stayed indoors for a
few days. Even my hubby will say "blimey
Julia, you need to go for a walk"!

>ŽŶŐĞƐƚͲƐĞƌǀŝŶŐŽƵŶĐŝůůŽƌ͕:ĂĐƋƵĞůŝŶĞ,Ăƌƚ͕ŚŽŶŽƵƌĞĚĂƚdŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝůDĞĞƚŝŶŐ
&ŽƌϰϬǇĞĂƌƐ͕:ĂĐƋƵĞůŝŶĞ,ĂƌƚĚĞĚŝĐĂƚĞĚ
ŚĞƌƐƉĂƌĞƚŝŵĞƚŽŝŵƉƌŽǀŝŶŐƚŚĞůŝǀĞƐŽĨ
ƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐ ĂŶĚ ƉƌŽŵŽƚŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ƚŽǁŶ ŽĨ
dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͘ ^ŚĞ ƐƚŽŽĚ ĚŽǁŶ ĂƐ dŽǁŶ
ŽƵŶĐŝůůŽƌ ŝŶ Ɖƌŝů ϮϬϮϭ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ
ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐƚƌĂŶƐĐƌŝƉƚŝƐƚŚĞƐƉĞĞĐŚŐŝǀĞŶ
ďǇ ůůƌ WĞƚĞƌ ůůĞŶ Ăƚ ƚŚĞ dŽǁŶ ŽƵŶĐŝů
ŵĞĞƚŝŶŐ ŚĞůĚ ŽŶůŝŶĞ ŽŶ DŽŶĚĂǇ ϮϲƚŚ
ƉƌŝůϮϬϮϭ͘
“Tonight’s meeting is our last full council
ŵĞĞƚŝŶŐŽĨƚŚĞĐƵƌƌĞŶƚĐŽƵŶĐŝůĂŶĚƚŚĞ
ůĂƐƚ ǁŚĞƌĞ ǁĞ ǁŝůů Ăůů ďĞ ŐĂƚŚĞƌĞĚ
ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ͕ĂƐƐŽŵĞŽĨŽƵƌŶƵŵďĞƌĂƌĞŶŽƚ
ƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐĨŽƌƌĞͲĞůĞĐƚŝŽŶ͕ĂŵŽŶŐǁŚŝĐŚŝƐ
ŽƵƌůŽŶŐĞƐƚƐĞƌǀŝŶŐĐŽƵŶĐŝůůŽƌ͕:ĂĐƋƵĞůŝŶĞ
,Ăƌƚ͘
I’ve been asked, presumably as the
ƐĞĐŽŶĚͲůŽŶŐĞƐƚ ƐĞƌǀŝŶŐ ĐŽƵŶĐŝůůŽƌ͕ ƚŽ
ƐƵŵŵĂƌŝƐĞŚĞƌĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚŝŽŶƐ͕ǁŚŝĐŚŝƐŶŽ
ŵĞĂŶƚĂƐŬ͘&ŝŶĚŝŶŐŚĞƌĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚŝŽŶƐŝƐĂ
piece of cake because she’s contributed
ƐŽŵƵĐŚ͕ďƵƚƐƵŵŵĂƌŝƐŝŶŐŝƐŶŽƚƐŽĞĂƐǇ͘
But it’s a task IǁĂƐƉůĞĂƐĞĚĂŶĚĨůĂƚƚĞƌĞĚ
ƚŽďĞĞŶƚƌƵƐƚĞĚǁŝƚŚ͘

DĂǇŽƌ/ŶĂƵŐƵƌĂƚŝŽŶϭϵϵϴΞWĂƵů,ŽǁĂƌĚ

:ĂĐƋƵĞůŝŶĞ ũŽŝŶĞĚ dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ WĂƌŝƐŚ
ŽƵŶĐŝů͕ ĂƐ ŝƚ ǁĂƐ ƚŚĞŶ͕ ŝŶ ϭϵϴϭ͕ ǁŚŝĐŚ
ŵĞƚ Ăƚ dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ DĞƚŚŽĚŝƐƚ ŚĂƉĞů ŝŶ
ƌĂĐŬůĞǇZŽĂĚ͕ďĞĐĂƵƐĞƚŚĞdŽǁŶ,ĂůůĂƚ
ƚŚĂƚ ƚŝŵĞ ǁĂƐ ŽĐĐƵƉŝĞĚ ďǇ ƚŚĞ ŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ
ŽƵŶĐŝů͘ ^ŽŵĞƚŝŵĞ͕ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ŶĞǆƚ ϭϮ
ŵŽŶƚŚƐ͕ĂůŵŽƐƚďǇĂĐĐŝĚĞŶƚ͕/ĂůƐŽũŽŝŶĞĚ
ƚŚĞƉĂƌŝƐŚĐŽƵŶĐŝů͕ĂŶĚ͕ŽŶŵǇĂƌƌŝǀĂů͕ŵǇ
ŝŵƉƌĞƐƐŝŽŶŽĨƚŚĞƉĂƌŝƐŚĐŽƵŶĐŝůǁĂƐ͕ƚŚĂƚ
Ă ůŽƚ ŽĨ ƚŚĞŵ ƚŚŽƵŐŚƚ ƚŚĂƚ ƚŚĞǇ ǁĞƌĞ
ƚŚĞƌĞ ƚŽ ŵĂŬĞ ƐƵƌĞ ŶŽƚŚŝŶŐ ŚĂƉƉĞŶĞĚ͊
Ƶƚ ƚŚĞƌĞ ǁĞƌĞ Ă ŶƵŵďĞƌ ŽĨ ĨĞŝƐƚǇ ůĂĚǇ
ĐŽƵŶĐŝůůŽƌƐ͕ ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ Ă ĐŽƵƉůĞ ŽĨ ǇŽƵŶŐ
ůĂĚǇĐŽƵŶĐŝůůŽƌƐ͕ŽĨǁŚŝĐŚ:ĂĐƋƵĞůŝŶĞǁĂƐ
ŽŶĞ͕ǁŚŽǁĞƌĞĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚƚŽŵĂŬĞƐƵƌĞ
ŝƚĚŝĚĐŚĂŶŐĞ͕ĂŶĚĨŽƌƚŚĞďĞƚƚĞƌ͊dŚŝƐǁĂƐ
ƉŽƐƐŝďůǇ ŝŶƚŝŵŝĚĂƚŝŶŐ Ăƚ ƚŚĞ ƐƚĂƌƚ͕ ďƵƚ /
ƋƵŝĐŬůǇŐŽƚƚŚĞŵĞƐƐĂŐĞ͕ƚŚĂƚŝĨĂŶǇďŽĚǇ

ǁĂƐŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚĞĚŝŶƚŚĞĂŐĞŶĚĂ͕ƐŚĞΘŚĞƌ
ĐŽůůĞĂŐƵĞ ŚĂĚ͕ ǁŚŝĐŚ ǁĂƐ ƚŽ ŵŽǀĞ
dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ ŽŶ͕ ĂŶĚ ďƌŝŶŐ ŝƚ ŝŶƚŽ ƚŚĞ
ƚǁĞŶƚŝĞƚŚ ĐĞŶƚƵƌǇ͕ ƐŚĞ ǁŽƵůĚ ďĞ ǀĞƌǇ
ŚĂƉƉǇƚŽǁŽƌŬǁŝƚŚƚŚĞŵ͘
And that’s pretty much the way it’s been
ĨŽƌƚŚĞůĂƐƚϰϬǇĞĂƌƐ͘We’ve not always
agreed, but we’ve always come to an
ĂŐƌĞĞŵĞŶƚ͕ ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ :ĂĐƋƵĞůŝŶĞ ŚĂƐ
always been somebody that’s prepared
ƚŽ ůŝƐƚĞŶ ƚŽ Ă ĚŝĨĨĞƌĞŶƚ ŽƉŝŶŝŽŶ ĂŶĚ
ƐŽŵĞƚŝŵĞƐ ĐŚĂŶŐĞ ŚĞƌ ŵŝŶĚ͘ Ƶƚ ŝĨ ƐŚĞ
doesn’t, it probably means that maybe
your idea wasn’t as good you thought it
ǁĂƐ͕ Žƌ ǇŽƵ ĚŝĚ Ă ƉƌĞƚƚǇ ĂǁĨƵů ũŽď ŽĨ
ƚƌǇŝŶŐƚŽŐĞƚǇŽƵƌƉŽŝŶƚĂĐƌŽƐƐ͊
KŶĞŽĨƚŚĞŵĂŝŶĐŽŶĐĞƌŶƐĂƚƚŚĞƚŝŵĞǁĂƐ
ƚŚĞ ůĂĐŬ ŽĨ ƉƵďůŝĐ ŽƉĞŶ ƐƉĂĐĞ͘ tĞ
ďĂƐŝĐĂůůǇ ŚĂĚ ƚŚĞ ZĞĐƌĞĂƚŝŽŶ 'ƌŽƵŶĚ͕
ǁŚŝĐŚ ǁĂƐ ŐĞƚƚŝŶŐ ǀĞƌǇ ƚŝƌĞĚ ĂŶĚ ŶŽƚ
ŵƵĐŚ ĞůƐĞ͘ ĞƐƉŝƚĞ ƚŚĞ ƚŽǁŶ ĞǆƉĂŶĚŝŶŐ
ƋƵŝƚĞƌĂƉŝĚůǇŽǀĞƌĂĨĞǁǇĞĂƌƐ;ĂůƚŚŽƵŐŚ
ŶŽƚŚŝŶŐ ĐŽŵƉĂƌĞĚ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ǁĂǇ ŝƚ ŝƐ
ĞǆƉĂŶĚŝŶŐĂƚƚŚĞŵŽŵĞŶƚͿ͕ƚŚĞƌĞǁĂƐĂ
ĚŝƌĞƐŚŽƌƚĂŐĞŽĨŽƉĞŶƐƉĂĐĞƐ͕ƉĂƌƚŝĐƵůĂƌůǇ
children’s ƉůĂǇĂƌĞĂƐ͘/ĐĂŶƌĞĐĂůůƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ
ƚĂŬŝŶŐ ƚŚĞŝƌ ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ ƚŽ 'ƌĞĞŶƐ EŽƌƚŽŶ
ĂĨƚĞƌƐĐŚŽŽůďĞĐĂƵƐĞƚŚĞƉůĂǇĞƋƵŝƉŵĞŶƚ
ƚŚĞƌĞǁĂƐďĞƚƚĞƌĂŶĚůĞƐƐĐƌŽǁĚĞĚ͘dŚĂƚ
ǁĂƐ ŽŶĞ ƚŚŝŶŐ ƚŚĂƚ :ĂĐƋƵĞůŝŶĞ ǁĂƐ ǀĞƌǇ
ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ ƚŽ ƌĞĐƚŝĨǇ ĂŶĚ ǁŽƌŬĞĚ ǀĞƌǇ
ŚĂƌĚƚŽĐŚĂŶŐĞƚŚĞĂƐƉŝƌĂƚŝŽŶŽĨƚŚĞƚŽǁŶ
ĂŶĚƚŚĞƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐĚĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ͘^ŚĞŐŽƚƵƐ
ĂůůŽŶďŽĂƌĚĂŶĚŵŽǀĞĚƚŚĞƉĂƌŝƐŚĐŽƵŶĐŝů
ƚŽĐŽŶƐƚĂŶƚůǇƉƵƐŚĨŽƌƚŚŝƐĂŶĚŚĂƐďĞĞŶ
ǀĞƌǇ ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵů ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞ dŽǁŶ Θ
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͘
^ŽŵĞƚŝŵĞĂĨƚĞƌƚŚŝƐ͕ƚŚĞŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ ŽƵŶĐŝů
ǀĂĐĂƚĞĚƚŚĞdŽǁŶ,Ăůů͕ĂŶĚŽĨĨĞƌĞĚŝƚƚŽ
ƚŚĞ ƉĂƌŝƐŚ ĐŽƵŶĐŝů ŽŶ Ă ůŽŶŐ ůĞĂƐĞ͘ dŚŝƐ
didn’t receive unanimous support from
ĐŽƵŶĐŝůůŽƌƐ͕ ĂŶĚ / ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌ ƚŚĞ ƚĞƌŵ
‘millstone’ being used quite frequently in
ƚŚĞ ĂƌŐƵŵĞŶƚ͊ Ƶƚ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ĞŶĚ͕ ƚŚĞ
ŵĂũŽƌŝƚǇ͕ ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ :ĂĐƋƵĞůŝŶĞ͕ ǁŚŽ ĨĞůƚ
ǁĞŽǁĞĚŝƚƚo the town to ‘give it a go’,
ĐĂƵƚŝŽƵƐůǇ ƉƌĞǀĂŝůĞĚ͘ ^ŝŶĐĞ ƚŚĞŶ͕
:ĂĐƋƵĞůŝŶĞ ŚĂƐ ǁŽƌŬĞĚ ĐĞĂƐĞůĞƐƐůǇ͕ ƚŽ
ŵĂŬĞ ƐƵƌĞ ƚŚŝƐ ŝĐŽŶŝĐ ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ ƌĞŵĂŝŶĞĚ
ĂŶĂƐƐĞƚƚŽƚŚĞƚŽǁŶĂŶĚŝƚƐƉŽƉƵůĂƚŝŽŶ͘
/ƚŝĚĞŶƚŝĨŝĞƐǁŚĂƚdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌŝƐ͕ĂŶĚǁŚĂƚ
ďĞƚƚĞƌůĞŐĂĐǇĐŽƵůĚƚŚĞƌĞďĞƚŽƌŽƵŶĚŽĨĨ
ŚĞƌ ůŽŶŐ ĂŶĚ ĚĞĚŝĐĂƚĞĚ ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ ŝŶ ƚŚŝƐ
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ƌĞƐƉĞĐƚ͕ ƚŚĂŶ ƚŚĞ dŽǁŶ ŽƵŶĐŝů ĨŝŶĂůůǇ
ƐĞĐƵƌŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ĨƌĞĞŚŽůĚ ŽŶ ďĞŚĂůĨ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ
ƚŽǁŶ ǁŝƚŚŝŶ ƚŚĞ ůĂƐƚĐŽƵƉůĞ ŽĨ ǁĞĞŬƐ ŽĨ
her final term. It’s just a shame we
couldn’t all be in it tonight. 

WŽĐŬĞƚWĂƌŬƐϭϵϵϴΞWĂƵů,ŽǁĂƌĚ

ůŵŽƐƚ ŝŵŵĞĚŝĂƚĞůǇ ĂĨƚĞƌ ŵŽǀŝŶŐ ŝŶƚŽ
ƚŚĞdŽǁŶ,Ăůů͕ƚŚĞƉĂƌŝƐŚĐŽƵŶĐŝůĂĚŽƉƚĞĚ
‘Town Council’ status which meant you
ĐŽƵůĚ ŚĂǀĞ Ă dŽǁŶ DĂǇŽƌ͘ :ĂĐƋƵĞůŝŶĞ
ƐĞƌǀĞĚ ĂƐ dŽǁŶ DĂǇŽƌ ŽŶ Ăƚ ůĞĂƐƚ ĨŽƵƌ
ŽĐĐĂƐŝŽŶƐ͕ ĞĂĐŚ ƚŝŵĞ ǁŝƚŚ ĚŝƐƚŝŶĐƚŝŽŶ͖
ĞĂĐŚƚŝŵĞƌĂŝƐŝŶŐƚŚĞďĂƌĨŽƌƚŚŽƐĞǁŚŽ
ĨŽůůŽǁĞĚŽŶĨƌŽŵŚĞƌ͖ĂůǁĂǇƐĨŽĐƵƐĞĚŽŶ
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ ƌĂƚŚĞƌ ƚŚĂŶ ŚĞƌƐĞůĨ͖ ĞĂĐŚ
ƚŝŵĞŐŝǀŝŶŐƚŚĞƐĂŵĞƚŽƚĂůĚĞĚŝĐĂƚŝŽŶƚŽ
ƚŚĞ ƌŽůĞ ǁŚŝĐŚ ƐŚĞ ŚĂĚ ƚŚĞ ĨŝƌƐƚ ƚŝŵĞ
around. She’s always committed
ƚŝƌĞůĞƐƐůǇ ƚŽ ĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐ ƐŚĞ ĨĞĞůƐ ďĞŶĞĨŝƚƐ
dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌĂŶĚŝƚƐƉŽƉƵůĂƚŝŽŶ͕ĂŶĚǁŚĞŶ
she’s on a roll, it’s a very brave or
ĨŽŽůŚĂƌĚǇƉĞƌƐŽŶǁŚŽƐƚĂŶĚƐŝŶŚĞƌǁĂǇ͊
/ƉƌŽŵŝƐĞǇŽƵ͊
:ĂĐƋƵĞůŝŶĞŚĂƐŶĞǀĞƌďĞĞŶŽŶĞƚŽƉƌŽƉŽƐĞ
ĂƐĐŚĞŵĞƚŽƚŚĞƚŽǁŶĂŶĚƚŚĞŶƐŝƚďĂĐŬĂ
ǁĂŝƚĨŽƌŽƚŚĞƌƐƚŽĚŽŝƚ͘
She’s always preƉĂƌĞĚ ƚŽ ĚŝŐ ŝŶ ĂŶĚ
ĨŽůůŽǁŝƚƌŝŐŚƚƚŚĞǁĂǇƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ͕ŶŽŵĂƚƚĞƌ
ŚŽǁĚŝĨĨŝĐƵůƚŝƚƚƵƌŶƐŽƵƚƚŽďĞ͘
EĞǀĞƌ ĞǆƉĞĐƚŝŶŐ ŽƚŚĞƌƐ ƚŽ ĚŽ ĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐ
she wouldn’t do herself. 
dŚĞƌĞĂƌĞƋƵŝƚĞĂĨĞǁƚŚŝŶŐƐǁĞƚĂŬĞĨŽƌ
granted that wouldn’t have happened if
it hadn’t beenĨŽƌŚĞƌŬŝĐŬŝŶŐƚŚĞŝĚĞĂŽĨĨ
;ĂŶĚ ƐŽŵĞƚŝŵĞƐ ƚŚĞ ƉĞŽƉůĞ͊Ϳ͗  dŚĞ
ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ dƌĞĞ ƐĐŚĞŵĞ͕ ǁŚŝĐŚ ůĂƚƚĞƌůǇ
ĞǆƚĞŶĚĞĚ ƚŽ ^ƵŵŵĞƌ hŶŝŽŶ &ůĂŐƐ͖
ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐdƌĞĞ͕ůŝŐŚƚƐĂŶĚĚĞĐŽƌĂƚŝŽŶƐŽŶ
ĂŶĚ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ dŽǁŶ ,Ăůů͘ dŚĞƐĞ ǁĞƌĞ Ăůů
ŝŶŝƚŝĂůůǇ ůĂƵŶĐŚĞĚ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ƉƌĞͲĐŽŶƚƌĂĐƚŽƌ
ĚĂǇƐ͖ ĂŶĚ ƉƌĞ ŚĞĂůƚŚ ĂŶĚ ƐĂĨĞƚǇ ĚĂǇƐ͕
ŶŽǁ/ĐŽŵĞƚŽƚŚŝŶŬĂďŽƵƚŝƚ͊

ŐĂŝŶ͕:ĂĐƋƵĞůŝŶĞǁĂƐĂůǁĂǇƐǀĞƌǇŚĂŶĚƐ
ŽŶ͗ ĞǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐ ǁĂƐ ĚŽŶĞ ƌĞůǇŝŶŐ ŽŶ
ǁŚĂƚĞǀĞƌ ǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌ ůĂďŽƵƌ ƐŚĞ ĐŽƵůĚ
round up, and I remember the ‘crack
team’ for the first couple of years
ĐŽŶƐŝƐƚŝŶŐŽĨĂďĂŶŬŵĂŶĂŐĞƌ;ǁŚĞŶǁĞ
ŚĂĚ ƐƵĐŚ ƚŚŝŶŐƐͿ͕ Ă ĐŽƵƉůĞ ŽĨ ƌĞŐƵůĂƌƐ
ĨƌŽŵ ƚŚĞ ŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ ŽƵŶĐŝů ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ
ĚĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ ĂŶĚ ŽŶĞ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ƌĞĨƵƐĞ
ĐŽůůĞĐƚŽƌƐ ǁŚŽ ƌĞŐƵůĂƌůǇ ǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌĞĚ͕
ǁŚŝĐŚĞǀĞƌ ĐŽƵŶĐŝůůŽƌƐ ĐŽƵůĚ ďĞ ƌŽƵŶĚĞĚ
ƵƉĂŶĚŽĨĐŽƵƌƐĞƚŚĞĨŝƌĞƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƚŽƉƵƚƵƉ
ƚŚĞdŽǁŶ,ĂůůŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐƚƌĞĞ͘:ĂĐƋƵĞůŝŶĞ
ǁĂƐ ĂůǁĂǇƐ ĂŶ ĂĐƚŝǀĞ ƉĂƌƚ ŽĨ ƚŚŝƐ
exercise, so if you’re ever looking for
ƐŽŵĞďŽĚǇƚŽĐŚĂŶŐĞĂůŝŐŚƚďƵůďŽƌŐŽĂ
up a ladder, she’s your girl!  dŚŽƵŐŚ
maybe she’d be justified in declining
ůĂĚĚĞƌƐŶŽǁ͕/ǁŽƵůĚƐƵŐŐĞƐƚ͊

&ůŽƌĂůĚŝƐƉůĂǇƐϮϬϭϬΞ:ĂŵĞƐZƵĚĚ
^ŚĞƐƚĂƌƚĞĚĂĨůŽƌĂůǁŝŶĚŽǁďŽǆƐĐŚĞŵĞ
ŝŶ ĐŽŶũƵŶĐƚŝŽŶ ǁŝƚŚ ƚŚĞ dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ
Business Club, of which she’s been Chair
ĂŶĚ ůŽŶŐͲƚĞƌŵ ƚƌĞĂƐƵƌĞƌ ĂŶĚ ƐƚĞĂĚǇŝŶŐ
ŚĂŶĚ͘  ŶĚ ƐŚĞ ĂůƐŽ͕ ƐŽŵĞ ǇĞĂƌƐ ďĂĐŬ͕
organised and promoted Towcester’s
ĞŶƚƌǇŝŶƚŽĂƐƚDŝĚůĂŶĚƐŝŶůŽŽŵ͘/ƚǁĂƐ
Ă ŚƵŵŽŶŐŽƵƐ ĂŵŽƵŶƚ ŽĨ ǁŽƌŬ͕ ;ƚĂůŬ
ĂďŽƵƚŚĞƌĚŝŶŐĐĂƚƐ͊Ϳ͕ďƵƚǁĞǁĞƌĞƋƵŝƚĞ
ƉůĞĂƐĞĚ ĂŶĚ ŵŝůĚůǇ ƐƵƌƉƌŝƐĞĚ ƚŚĞ ĨŝƌƐƚͲ
time round to get a ‘highly commended’
ĂŶĚĞǀĞŶƚƵĂůůǇǁĞĐĂŵĞĨŝƌƐƚŝŶƚŚĞ^ŵĂůů
dŽǁŶĐĂƚĞŐŽƌǇŝŶϮϬϬϭ͘
ƐǁĞĂůůůĞĂƌŶƚŽǀĞƌƚŚĞĐŽƵƌƐĞŽĨƚŝŵĞ͕
ŶŽƚŚŝŶŐ ŚĂƉƉĞŶƐ ƋƵŝĐŬůǇ ŝŶ ůŽĐĂů
ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚĂŶĚǁŚĂƚǇŽƵŵƵƐƚŶŽƚĚŽŝƐ
ůŽƐĞƐŝŐŚƚŽĨƚŚĞŐŽĂů͘KŶĞŽĨƚŚŝŶŐƐƚŚĂƚ
ŚĂĚ ĂůƌĞĂĚǇ ďĞĞŶ ŵŽŽƚĞĚ͕ ďĞĨŽƌĞ ĞǀĞƌ
:ĂĐƋƵĞůŝŶĞ ĂŶĚ / ŐŽƚ ŝŶǀŽůǀĞĚ ǁŝƚŚ ƚŚĞ
ƉĂƌŝƐŚĐŽƵŶĐŝů͕ǁĂƐƚŚĞ^ŝůǀĞƌƐƚŽŶĞƌŽŽŬ
ZŝǀĞƌƐŝĚĞ tĂůŬ͘ ǀĞƌǇďŽĚǇ ƚŚŽƵŐŚƚ ŝƚ
ǁŽƵůĚďĞĂƌĞĂůůǇŶŝĐĞŝĚĞĂďƵƚƚŚĂƚŝƚǁĂƐ
a ‘pipe dream’ and that it was never
ƌĞĂůůǇŐŽŝŶŐƚŽŚĂƉƉĞŶͲŝƚǁŽƵůĚďĞƚŽŽ
ĚŝĨĨŝĐƵůƚ͘   Ƶƚ ǁĞ ŐŽƚ Ă ůŝƚƚůĞ ĚŽŶĞ ĂŶĚ
ƚŚĞŶ ŽǀĞƌ ƚŚĞ ǇĞĂƌƐ͕ ĂƐ ŽƚŚĞƌ

ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚŝĞƐĐĂŵĞĂůŽŶŐ͕ǁĞƉƵƐŚĞĚƚŽ
ĞǆƚĞŶĚŝƚ͘:ĂĐƋƵĞůŝŶĞǁĂƐĂůǁĂǇƐĂƚƚŚĞ
ĨŽƌĞĨƌŽŶƚ ŽĨ ŵĂŬŝŶŐ ƐƵƌĞ ƚŚĞ ŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů
aspiration wasn’t forgotten and pushing
ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚƚŽƚŚĞĨŝŶŝƐŚ͘/ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌƵƐďŽƚŚ
ŵĂŬŝŶŐĂƚƌŝƉŽǀĞƌƚŽƵĐŬŝŶŐŚĂŵƚŽĚŽĂ
ƐƵƌƌĞƉƚŝƚŝŽƵƐ ŝŶƐƉĞĐƚŝŽŶ ŽĨ ƚŚĞŝƌ ƌĂŝůǁĂǇ
ĨŽŽƚƉĂƚŚ ƐƵƌĨĂĐĞ ĨŽƌ ǁŚŝĐŚ ǁĞ ƉŝŶĐŚĞĚ
ƚŚĞŝƌŝĚĞĂĨŽƌŽŶĞƐĞĐƚŝŽŶ͘
:ĂĐƋƵĞůŝŶĞ͕ĂůŽŶŐǁŝƚŚŽƚŚĞƌƐŝŶƚŚĞƉĂƐƚ͕
ŚĂƐƐƉĞŶƚŵĂŶǇŚŽƵƌƐĐŽƵŶƚŝŶŐĐĂƌƐĂŶĚ
,'sƐ ŽŶ ƚŚĞ tĂƚůŝŶŐ ^ƚƌĞĞƚ ƚŽ ƚƌǇ ĂŶĚ
ƉƌŽŵŽƚĞ Ă dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ ǇƉĂƐƐ ĂŶĚ ŽƚŚĞƌ
ĨƵƚŝůĞ ĞǆĞƌĐŝƐĞƐ ĂƐ ŝƚ ĂƉƉĞĂƌĞĚ ƚŽ ďĞ͘
,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ ƐŚĞ ĚŝĚ ŐĞƚ ŚĞƌ ƌĞǁĂƌĚ ǁŚĞŶ
ƐŚĞ ŐŽƚ ŝŶǀŝƚĞĚ ƚŽ ŽƉĞŶ ƚŚĞ dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ
ǇƉĂƐƐ͗ŶŽƚƚŚĞŵǇƚŚŝĐĂůŽŶĞ͕ďƵƚƚŚĞƌĞĂů
ϰϯďǇƉĂƐƐͲƐŽƚŚĂƚĐĞŵĞŶƚƐŚĞƌƉůĂĐĞŝŶ
ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ͊
She’s not always had an easy ride: she
ƉƵƚ ĂŶ ĞŶŽƌŵŽƵƐ ĂŵŽƵŶƚ ŽĨ ƚŝŵĞ ĂŶĚ
ĞĨĨŽƌƚ ŝŶ ƚŽ ƚǁŝŶŶŝŶŐ͘ dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ ǁĂƐ
ĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚĞĚ ŝŶĚŝƌĞĐƚůǇ ďǇ ƚŚĞ ƚŽǁŶ ŽĨ
ůĂŝŶ ŝŶ &ƌĂŶĐĞ͕ ǁŚŝĐŚ ǁĂƐ Ă ƉĞƌĨĞĐƚ
ŵĂƚĐŚ͕ ĂŶĚ ĐŽƵůĚ ŚĂǀĞ ďĞĞŶ ǀĞƌǇ
ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵů͘   ůŽƚ ŽĨ dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ ƉĞŽƉůĞ
ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĞĚ ŝƚ ĂŶĚ ǁĞ ŚĂĚ Ă ŐŽŽĚ ƚƌŝƉ ƚŽ
&ƌĂŶĐĞ͘ƵƚŝŶƚŚĞĞŶĚ͕ĂƚĂůŵŽƐƚƚŚĞĨŝŶĂů
ŚƵƌĚůĞ͕ŝƚŐŽƚƐĂďŽƚĂŐĞĚďǇďƵƌĞĂƵĐƌĂƚŝĐ
ĨŽƌĐĞƐ ƚŚĂƚ ǁĞƌĞ ŽƵƚƐŝĚĞ dŽǁĐĞster’s
ĐŽŶƚƌŽůͲǁŚŝĐŚǁĂƐĂƚƌĂŐĞĚǇ͘

^ƚĂŶĚĂƌĚƐŽĂƌĚ͕ĂŶĚ;ďĞĨŽƌĞŵǇƚŝŵĞͿ
ŽŶƚŚĞE>ŽƵŶƚǇŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞ͕ ǁŚŝĐŚ
she chaired at one point, and where she’s
ƐƚŝůůŚĞůĚŝŶŚŝŐŚƌĞŐĂƌĚ͘

tŝƚŚDĂƌǇZŝĐĞϮϬϭϬΞ:ĂŵĞƐZƵĚĚ
For a Nottinghamshire girl, she’s never
ŵĂŶĂŐĞĚƚŽŚŝĚĞŚĞƌƉƌŝĚĞŝŶŚĞƌĂĚŽƉƚĞĚ
ƚŽǁŶĂŶĚŚĂƐďĞĞŶĂƌĞůĞŶƚůĞƐƐĂĚǀŽĐĂƚĞ
ĂŶĚ ƉƌŽŵŽƚĞƌ ĨŽƌ dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͕ ŝƚƐ ƉĞŽƉůĞ͕
ĂŶĚ ďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐĞƐ Ăƚ ĞǀĞƌǇ ƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ
ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇĞǀĞƌǇǁŚĞƌĞ͘
I thought I’d got this summary all tiĞĚƵƉ
ǁŚĞŶ / ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ ĂŶ ĞŵĂŝů ĨƌŽŵ ŝĂŶĞ
Isaacs, who many of you will know is Liz’s
ƉƌĞĚĞĐĞƐƐŽƌĂƐdŽǁŶůĞƌŬ͘ŝĂŶĞƐĂǇƐ͗“I
ǁŽƌŬĞĚǁŝƚŚ:ĂĐƋƵĞůŝŶĞĨŽƌŽǀĞƌϯϬǇĞĂƌƐ͘
^ŚĞǁĂƐĂƉůĞĂƐƵƌĞƚŽǁŽƌŬǁŝƚŚ͕ĂƚƌƵĞ
ƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂů͕
ƐƵƉĞƌͲĞĨĨŝĐŝĞŶƚ
ĂŶĚ
ŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĞĚǁŝƚŚǀĞƌǇŚŝŐŚƐƚĂŶĚĂƌĚƐ͘^ŚĞ
ŝƐĂůƐŽĂĨƌŝĞŶĚĂŶĚ/ǁŝƐŚŚĞƌǁĞůůŝŶŚĞƌ
ĨƵƚƵƌĞ ĂŶĚ ůŽŽŬ ĨŽƌǁĂƌĚ ƚŽ ƐƉĞŶĚŝŶŐ
ŵŽƌĞ ƚŝŵĞ ǁŝƚŚ ŚĞƌ ǁŚĞŶ ůŽĐŬĚŽǁŶ
ends.”
I’m sure I’ve got to the point now where
:ĂĐƋƵĞůŝŶĞ ǁŽƵůĚ ďĞ ƐƵƌƌĞƉƚŝƚŝŽƵƐůǇ
ŬŝĐŬŝŶŐŵĞƵŶĚĞƌƚŚĞƚĂďůĞ͕ǁŚŝĐŚƐŚĞĐĂŶ
ĚŽǁŝƚŚĂŵĂǌŝŶŐĂĐĐƵƌĂĐǇ͕ĨŽƌŐŽŝŶŐŽŶ
ƚŽŽŵƵĐŚ͊
^Ž͕ :ĂĐƋƵĞůŝŶĞ͕ ŽŶ ďĞŚĂůĨ ŽĨ ǇŽƵƌ ĨĞůůŽǁ
ĐŽƵŶĐŝůůŽƌƐ͕ƉĂƐƚĂŶĚƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ͕ŽƵƌďƌŝůůŝĂŶƚ
ƐƚĂĨĨĂŶĚdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐ͕ƚŚĂŶŬǇŽƵ
ĨŽƌ ǇŽƵƌ ĚĞĚŝĐĂƚŝŽŶ ƚŽ ǇŽƵƌ ƚŽǁŶ ĂŶĚ
ĞǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐǇŽƵŚĂǀĞĚŽŶĞŽǀĞƌƚŚĞƉĂƐƚ
ϰϬǇĞĂƌƐ͘

KƉĞŶŝŶŐDŝĚƐƵŵŵĞƌDƵƐŝĐϮϬϭϬ

She’s represented this council, local
ĐŚĂƌŝƚŝĞƐ͕ ŶƵŵĞƌŽƵƐ ŽƚŚĞƌ ůŽĐĂů ďŽĚŝĞƐ
and she’s sat on the Local Government
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dŚĞƐĞ ĂƌĞ ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐŝŶŐ ƚŝŵĞƐ ĨŽƌ ůŽĐĂů
ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ͕ ďƵƚ ǇŽƵ ĐĂŶ ƚĂŬĞ ƉƌŝĚĞ ŝŶ
ƚŚĞĨĂĐƚƚŚĂƚŽŶǇŽƵƌǁĂƚĐŚ͕ƚŚŝƐĐŽƵŶĐŝů
ŚĂƐ ŐƌŽǁŶ ŝŶ ĐŽŶĨŝĚĞŶĐĞ͕ ĐĂƉĂĐŝƚǇ͕ ĂŶĚ
ĂŵďŝƚŝŽŶ͘
dŚĂŶŬǇŽƵ͊”
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When you need a
family lawyer...

...talk to a family law specialist
Call us today or email
enquiries@hawkinsfamilylaw.co.uk
Divorce & separation
Arrangements for children
Dealing with financial
issues
THE OLD COURT HOUSE
19 MARKET SQUARE
STONY STRATFORD
MK11 1BE

Prenuptial agreements
Relationship breakdown
Cohabitation
Civil Partnerships
6B WILLOWS GATE
STOKE LYNE ROAD
STRATTON AUDLEY
OX27 9AU

01908 262680

01869 225580

WWW.HAWKINSFAMILYLAW.CO.UK
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Compassion Service Responsibility

Not Just Beans and Pasta
Ask most people what they think are the
best things to give to a food bank and
baked beans, pasta and soup soon get
mentioned - all simple, cheap foods to fill
hungry people. As a result of this, these
three products sometimes account for
nearly half of all donations to our food
bank.
Our storage space is quite small, so we
really can’t afford to keep large stocks of
anything. If we get just 20kg of surplus
pasta a week, that will turn into a tonne by
the end of a year. That’s about a quarter
of our whole storage unit.
We have a standard list of over 20 food
items we issue to our clients, to give them
a reasonably balanced diet of food for
three days. Where possible, we also like to
help with pet food, toiletries, and
household products, like washing powder.
Getting the right stock level for all of them
can be quite a challenge.
If you would like to donate, it would be
enormously helpful if you could check our
Facebook page or website to see the
latest update about our stock levels.
Similar information is on the collection
boxes in Waitrose and Tesco.
Some of the items we request are rather
expensive, so we understand why people
are reluctant to give them. However, it is

more helpful to buy one of those items
each month, rather than a much cheaper
product each week. A single jar of instant
coffee might not look that impressive but
it’s actually more useful than a four-pack
of beans or soup. But whatever you
donate, we will be very grateful.

As the country begins to emerge from
Government restrictions, so is the
Foodbank. But sadly, this means many of
our volunteers are returning to work so

Over the past few months, the local
community has been so generous
supporting the foodbank with both food
and financial donations, it is hard to single
any one out. But there is one person we
would really like to mention, and that is
Katie Coates who raised £100 by doing a
sponsored bounce. Not bad for a 7½ year
old! Thank you to Katie and everyone else
who has supported us.

WE NEED MORE VOLUNTEERS!
If you would like to join us please email
volunteers@towcester.foodbank.org.uk

with your name and phone number and
we will get back to you.
But it does mean we can once again invite
our guests to come and see us in St John’s
Ambulance Hall to collect their food and
see whether we are able to help offer
support to improve their current situation
and move closer to a point where we are
no longer needed. After all that is our
mission, to end food poverty in NN12.
Check our Facebook page for current
opening hours and when to drop off
donations. Delivery is still available for
those who need it.

Terry receiving Katie’s fundraising

Contact us for help :

07724 832043
info@towcester.foodbank.org.uk
Facebook: @towcesterfoodbank

Towcester foodbank : a great way to support your community
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Midsummer Music Festival is Another Virtual Success!

Towcester’s Annual Midsummer Music Festival

There are many people to thank for this great success.
The event was made possible by our artistes who gave
their time and talent for us. We are also indebted to a
number of skilful technicians who supplied photographs
and sounds and wove these into the performances to
create a seamless set of masterpieces. We thank Geoffrey
and Lois Iley for their generous sponsorship. Finally, many
thanks to Lizzi Bucklow-Holt who, once again, took on the
unenviable task of blending all of the individual
performances into a memorable concert that kept alive the
tradition of Towcester’s Midsummer Music.

was once again a virtual experience after the end of
‘lockdown’ was postponed by Boris.
The musical talent of Towcester and the surrounding area
stepped up and provided a fitting substitute for the actual
event and, this year, it was available live on both Facebook
and YouTube.
An astonishing 38 local musical acts took part, with the
overall number of participants running into hundreds. All
in all, this amounted to four hours of musical
entertainment, closing the evening with a traditional, but
virtual fireworks display.

2022 will be the 20th Anniversary of the Towcester
Midsummer Music Festival, so we are very much
looking forward to bringing you a fantastic LIVE event.
Put 17-19 June in your diaries now!

Broadcast on Saturday 19th June 2021, over the weekend,
our videos were watched 3,331 times on Facebook with
1,152 views on YouTube. The performances and are still
receiving additional views as people catch up with the
event, and they are still available to watch online.

Follow us on Facebook for updates @TowcesterMusic
www.towcester-tc.gov.uk/midsummer-music

As well as conducting the opening ceremony, our Mayor,
Damian Reynolds, acted as Master of Ceremonies
throughout the evening.
The Midsummer Music Festival usually raises funds for the
Mayor's charities through the sale of programmes and
bucket collections during the live festival. However, as this
is not possible for a virtual event, you can support his
charities, which this year are renew169 Wellbeing Café
and Northamptonshire Air Ambulance by going to
www.crowdfunder.co.uk/towcester-town-mayor
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THORNTON COLLEGE WINS TWO NATIONAL CATEGORIES IN THE
ISA EXCELLENCE IN REMOTE LEARNING CELEBRATION 2021
“TheƐĞĂǁĂƌĚƐĂƌĞƌŝĐŚůǇĚĞƐĞƌǀĞĚĂŶĚƌĞĨůĞĐƚƚŚĞƌĞƐŝůŝĞŶĐĞĂŶĚŝŶƐƉŝƌĞĚĐƌĞĂƚŝǀŝƚǇ
ƚŚĂƚ ŐŝƌůƐ ĂŶĚ ƐƚĂĨĨ ĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞĚ ƚŽ ƐŚŽǁ ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ ƐƵĐŚ ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐŝŶŐ ƚŝŵĞƐ͘ KƵƌ
ƐƵďŵŝƐƐŝŽŶƐƌĞĂůůǇĐĂƉƚƵƌĞĚƚŚĞƐƉŝƌŝƚŽĨŽƵƌĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͕ĂŶĚǁĞĂƌĞĚĞůŝŐŚƚĞĚƚŚĂƚ
/^ŚĂǀĞƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƐĞĚƚŚŝƐ͘”


ƌ>ŽƵŝƐĞ^ŚĂǁ͕ĞƉƵƚǇ,ĞĂĚ
dŚŽƌŶƚŽŶ ŽůůĞŐĞ ŚĂƐ ǁŽŶ ƚǁŽ
ĐĂƚĞŐŽƌŝĞƐ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ /ŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶƚ ^ĐŚŽŽůƐ
ƐƐŽĐŝĂƚŝŽŶ ;/^Ϳ ZĞŵŽƚĞ >ĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ
ĞůĞďƌĂƚŝŽŶ ϮϬϮϭ ĨŽƌ ƉƌŽǀŝĚŝŶŐ
ĞǆĐĞůůĞŶĐĞ ŝŶ ƌĞŵŽƚĞ ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ ƐŝŶĐĞ ƚŚĞ
ďĞŐŝŶŶŝŶŐŽĨƚŚĞƉĂŶĚĞŵŝĐ͕DĂƌĐŚϮϬϮϬ͘
/^ůĂƵŶĐŚĞĚĂŶĂƚŝŽŶǁŝĚĞĞůĞďƌĂƚŝŽŶŽĨ
ZĞŵŽƚĞ KŶůŝŶĞ >ĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ ϮϬϮϭ͕ ŝŶ
ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ŽƌŽŶĂǀŝƌƵƐ WĂŶĚĞŵŝĐ
ĂŶĚůŽĐŬĚŽǁŶůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ͘ĂĐŚŽĨƚŚĞϱϱϵͲ
ŵĞŵďĞƌ /ŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶƚ ^ĐŚŽŽůƐ ǁĞƌĞ
ĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞĚ ƚŽ ƐƵďŵŝƚ ŽŶůŝŶĞ ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ
ůĞƐƐŽŶƐ͕;ŶŽŵŝŶĂƚĞĚďǇƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐͿ͕ŝŶĨŽƵƌ
ĐĂƚĞŐŽƌŝĞƐ͕ƌƚƐ͕^dD͕^ƉŽƌƚƐĂŶĚKƚŚĞƌ͘
dŚŽƌŶƚŽŶ ŽůůĞŐĞ ĞŶƚĞƌĞĚ ƚŚƌĞĞ
ƌĞĐŽƌĚĞĚ ůŝǀĞ ŽŶůŝŶĞ ůĞƐƐŽŶ ƐƵďŵŝƐƐŝŽŶƐ
ĂŶĚ ǁŽŶ ƚǁŽ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ĨŽƵƌ ĐĂƚĞŐŽƌŝĞƐ͖ Ă
zĞĂƌ ϭϭ ƌĂŵĂ >ĞƐƐŽŶ ƚĂƵŐŚƚ ďǇ DŝƐƐ
Rigby entitled ‘Too Much Punch for Judy’
ĂŶĚ Ă zĞĂƌ ϰ ^ĐŝĞŶĐĞ >ĞƐƐŽŶ ƚĂƵŐŚƚ ďǇ
Mrs Sablon entitled ‘Mrs Nerg –KŶƚŚĞ
Line’. 
DŝƐƐ ZŝŐďǇ͕ ,ĞĂĚ ŽĨ ƌĂŵĂ ĂŶĚ zĞĂƌ ϳ
ƐĂŝĚ͕ “/ ǁĂƐ ŝŶĐƌĞĚŝďůǇ ƚŽƵĐŚĞĚ ǁŚĞŶ /
ĨŽƵŶĚŽƵƚƚŚĂƚ/ŚĂĚďĞĞŶŶŽŵŝŶĂƚĞĚĨŽƌ
ƚŚŝƐ ĂǁĂƌĚ͕ ďǇ ŽŶĞ ŽĨ ŵǇ zĞĂƌ ϭϭ
ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͘ůůŽĨƚŚĞƐƚĂĨĨĂƚdŚŽƌŶƚŽŶƉƵƚ
ĂŶĞŶŽƌŵŽƵƐĂŵŽƵŶƚŽĨĞĨĨŽƌƚŝŶƚŽŽŶůŝŶĞ
ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ͕ ĐŽŶƚŝŶƵŝŶŐ ƚŽ ĚĞůŝǀĞƌ ƚŚĞ ĨƵůů
ĐƵƌƌŝĐƵůƵŵ ŝŶ ĂŶ ĞǆĐŝƚŝŶŐ ĂŶĚ ĞŶŐĂŐŝŶŐ
ǁĂǇ͕ƐŽƚŽŬŶŽǁƚŚĂƚƚŚĞƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐƌĞĂůůǇ
ĂƉƉƌĞĐŝĂƚĞĚ ƚŚŝƐ ŵĂĚĞ ŝƚ ƐŽ ǀĞƌǇ
ǁŽƌƚŚǁŚŝůĞ͘/ŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶĂďƐŽůƵƚĞůǇďůŽǁŶ
ĂǁĂǇ ďǇ ƚŚĞ ƌĞƐŝůŝĞŶĐĞ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ
ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞŝƌ ŽŶŐŽŝŶŐ ĐŽŵŵŝƚŵĞŶƚ ƚŽ
ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ͕ ĨƌŽŵ ŚŽŵĞ͘ /ƚ ŝƐ ŶĞǀĞƌ ĞĂƐǇ ƚŽ
ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵ ŝŶ ĨƌŽŶƚ ŽĨ ĂŶ ĞŶƚŝƌĞ ĐůĂƐƐ͕ ůĞƚ
ĂůŽŶĞ ŽŶ ŽŽŵ͕ ǇĞƚ ŵǇ ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ Ɛƚŝůů
ĐƌĞĂƚĞĚ ƐƵĐŚ ďĞĂƵƚŝĨƵů͕ ŵŽǀŝŶŐ ĂŶĚ ŝŶ
ŵĂŶǇ ĐĂƐĞƐ ƵƚƚĞƌůǇ ŚŝůĂƌŝŽƵƐ ƌĂŵĂ
ƉŝĞĐĞƐ͕ ŽǀĞƌ ůŽĐŬĚŽǁŶ͘ / Ăŵ ƚŚƌŝůůĞĚ ƚŽ
ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞƚŚŝƐĂǁĂƌĚĂŶĚ ƚƌƵůǇĚŽĨĞĞůŝƚŝƐ
ĂůƐŽ Ă ƌĞĨůĞĐƚŝŽŶ ŽŶ ŵǇ ĨĂďƵůŽƵƐ
students”.

DƌƐ ^ĂďůŽŶ͕ zĞĂƌ ϰ dĞĂĐŚĞƌ ƐĂŝĚ “Mrs
EĞƌŐ ĂŶĚ / ĂƌĞ ƐŽ ŚŽŶŽƵƌĞĚ ƚŽ ǁŝŶ ƚŚŝƐ
ĞǆĐĞůůĞŶĐĞ ŝŶ ƌĞŵŽƚĞ ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ ĂǁĂƌĚ͖ ŝƚ
simply couldn’t happen without the
ŝŶĐƌĞĚŝďůĞ ĚĞĚŝĐĂƚŝŽŶ ĂŶĚ ĐŽŵŵŝƚŵĞŶƚ
ĨƌŽŵ ƚŚĞ ĞŶƚŝƌĞ ƐƚĂĨĨ ďŽĚǇ Ăƚ dŚŽƌŶƚŽŶ
ǁŚŽǁŽƌŬƚŝƌĞůĞƐƐůǇƚŽĞŶƐƵƌĞƚŚĞƌĞŵŽƚĞ
ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐƉƌŽǀŝƐŝŽŶŝƐƐƵƉĞƌďŝŶĞǀĞƌǇǁĂǇ͘
DǇďŝŐŐĞƐƚƚŚĂŶŬƐŐŽƚŽŵǇůŽǀĞůǇ͕ůŽŶŐͲ
ƐƵĨĨĞƌŝŶŐ ĐůĂƐƐ ǁŚŽ ĂůǁĂǇƐ ŚƵŵŽƵƌ ŵǇ
ƚĞƌƌŝďůĞ ũŽŬĞƐ ĂŶĚ ŚĂǀĞ ĞŶĚůĞƐƐ
ĞŶƚŚƵƐŝĂƐŵ ĨŽƌ ĞǀĞƌǇ ǁĞŝƌĚ ĂŶĚ
ǁŽŶĚĞƌĨƵůůĞƐƐŽŶ/ƐĞŶĚƚŚĞŝƌǁĂǇ–ƚŚĂŶŬ
you 4C!” 
dŚŽƌŶƚŽŶŽůůĞŐĞŝƐĂďƐŽůƵƚĞůǇƚŚƌŝůůĞĚƚŽ
ǁŝŶƚŚĞƐĞƚǁŽĐĂƚĞŐŽƌŝĞƐĂŶĚǁŽƵůĚůŝŬĞ
ƚŽ ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƐĞ ďŽƚŚ DŝƐƐ ZŝŐďǇ ĂŶĚ DƌƐ
^ĂďůŽŶĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇĨŽƌǁŝŶŶŝŶŐĂŶĚĂůƐŽĂůů
ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞŝƌ ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚŝŽŶ ƚŽ
ƉƌŽǀŝĚŝŶŐ ĞǆĐĞůůĞŶĐĞ ŝŶ ŽŶůŝŶĞ ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ͘
dŚŽƌŶƚŽŶ ŽůůĞŐĞ ǁŽƵůĚ ĂůƐŽ ůŝŬĞ ƚŽ
ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƐĞƚŚĞŝƌƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͕ĂůůĂŐĞƐĨƌŽŵϯ
– ϭϴ ǇĞĂƌƐ͕ ǁŚŽ ŚĂǀĞ ƐŚŽǁŶ ƐƵĐŚ
ƉŽƐŝƚŝǀŝƚǇ ĂŶĚ ĞŶƚŚƵƐŝĂƐŵ ĚƵƌŝŶŐ ŽŶůŝŶĞ
ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ͘

DŝƐƐZŝŐďǇĂŶĚDƌƐ^ĂďůŽŶ




d,KZEdKEK^/d'/E͊
dŚŽƌŶƚŽŶ ŽůůĞŐĞ ĂůƐŽ ǁŽŶ ƚŚĞ
/ŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶƚ^ĐŚŽŽůƐŽĨƚŚĞzĞĂƌǁĂƌĚ
ϮϬϮϬĨŽƌŝƚƐ^ƚƵĚĞŶƚĂƌĞĞƌƐWƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞ
ĂŶĚ ǁĂƐ Ă &ŝŶĂůŝƐƚ ;&ŝŶĂů ƚŚƌĞĞ ƚŽƉ
ƐĐŚŽŽůƐͿĨƌŽŵŚƵŶĚƌĞĚƐŽĨĞŶƚƌŝĞƐŝŶƚŚĞ
/^ ǁĂƌĚƐ ĨŽƌ KƵƚƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ ^dD

35

WƌŽǀŝƐŝŽŶ͘  dŚĞƐĞ ƌĞĐĞŶƚ ŽŶůŝŶĞ
ĞǆĐĞůůĞŶĐĞ ǁŝŶƐ ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞ ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ ƐƵƌĞůǇ
ĂĚĚ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ ƚŚĞ ƐĐŚŽŽů ŚĂƐ
ĂĐŚŝĞǀĞĚƚŚŝƐǇĞĂƌĂůŽŶĞĂŶĚĐĞŵĞŶƚƚŚĞ
school’s position as the only leading
ďŽĂƌĚŝŶŐ ĂŶĚ ĚĂǇ /ŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶƚ ^ĐŚŽŽů
ĨŽƌŐŝƌůƐŝŶƚŚĞĂƌĞĂ͊
dŚŽƌŶƚŽŶ ŽůůĞŐĞ ĐŽŶƐŝƐƚĞŶƚůǇ ƌĂŶŬƐ ŝŶ
ƚŚĞ ^ƵŶĚĂǇ dŝŵĞƐ ƚŽƉ ϭϬ ŶŽŶͲƐĞůĞĐƚŝǀĞ
ƐĐŚŽŽůƐŝŶƚŚĞh<͘
“I am delighted that we won two out of
ƚŚĞ ƚŚƌĞĞ ĐĂƚĞŐŽƌŝĞƐ ǁĞ ĞŶƚĞƌĞĚ͕
ĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇǁŚĞŶĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌŝŶŐ/^ŚĂƐϱϱϵ
ŵĞŵďĞƌƐĐŚŽŽůƐ͊^ƉĞĐŝĂůĐŽŶŐƌĂƚƵůĂƚŝŽŶƐ
ƚŽ ŽƵƌ ǁŝŶŶĞƌƐ Ͳ DŝƐƐ ZŝŐďǇ ĂŶĚ DƌƐ
^ĂďůŽŶ ĂŶĚ ƚŽ Ăůů ƚŚĞ ƐƚĂĨĨ ĂŶĚ ŽƵƌ
ĂŵĂǌŝŶŐƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐǁŚŽĚŝĚŶŽƚŵŝƐƐĂĚĂǇ
ŽĨůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐĚƵƌŝŶŐůŽĐŬĚŽǁŶĂŶĚĐĂŶƚƌƵůǇ
claim to be remote learning experts!”
DƌƐsĂů,ŽůŵĞƐ͕,ĞĂĚdĞĂĐŚĞƌ͘

dŚŽƌŶƚŽŶ ŽůůĞŐĞ ŝƐ ĂŶ ŝŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶƚ
ďŽĂƌĚŝŶŐĂŶĚĚĂǇƐĐŚŽŽůĨŽƌŐŝƌůƐĂŶĚŝƐ
ƐŝƚƵĂƚĞĚ ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ DŝůƚŽŶ <ĞǇŶĞƐ ĂŶĚ
ƵĐŬŝŶŐŚĂŵ͘ /ƚ ŝƐ ƚŚĞ ŵŽƐƚ ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵů
ŶŽŶͲƐĞůĞĐƚŝǀĞ ƐĐŚŽŽů ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ĂƌĞĂ ĂŶĚ
ĞĚƵĐĂƚĞƐ ŐŝƌůƐ ĂŐĞĚ ϯ ƚŽ ϭϴ ǇĞĂƌƐ͘
dŚŽƌŶƚŽŶ ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇ ŚĂƐ ĂƌŽƵŶĚ ϰϬϬ
ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐĂŶĚŝƐƚŚĞŽŶůǇŽĂƌĚŝŶŐƐĐŚŽŽů
ĨŽƌ ŝŶƚĞƌŶĂƚŝŽŶĂů ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ DŝůƚŽŶ
<ĞǇŶĞƐĂƌĞĂ͘
dŚŽƌŶƚŽŶŝƐĂĂƚŚŽůŝĐƐĐŚŽŽůͲŐŝƌůƐĨƌŽŵ
Ăůů ĨĂŝƚŚƐ ĂŶĚ ŶŽŶĞ ĂƌĞ ǁĞůĐŽŵĞ͘
dŚŽƌŶƚŽŶ ŝƐ Ă ƐĐŚŽŽů ĨĂŵŝůǇ ǁŚĞƌĞ
ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ ůĞĂƌŶ ĂŶĚ ŐƌŽǁ ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ͕
ƌĞƐƉĞĐƚŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ǀĂůƵĞ ŽĨ ĞĂĐŚ ŽƚŚĞƌ͕
regardless of background. Thornton’s
ƐĐŚŽŽůDŝƐƐŝŽŶ^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚŝƐ͗
“We ĂŝŵƚŽĞĚƵĐĂƚĞŽƵƌŐŝƌůƐƚŽŵĞĞƚƚŚĞ
ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐ ŽĨ ůŝĨĞ ĐŽƵƌĂŐĞŽƵƐůǇ͕ ƚŽ ƵƐĞ
ƚŚĞŝƌ ƚĂůĞŶƚƐ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ĨƵůů ĂŶĚ ƚŽ ůŝǀĞ ƚŚĞ
values of Christ’s Gospel”.
ŽŵďŝŶŝŶŐ ƚŚĞƐĞ ƚŚƌĞĞ ĂŝŵƐ ǁŝƚŚ
ĞǆĐĞůůĞŶĐĞŝŶĞĚƵĐĂƚŝŽŶ͕ĐŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĚĂŶĚ
ĐŽŵƉĞƚĞŶƚ ƐƚĂĨĨ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ ǁŽŶĚĞƌĨƵů
ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚdŚŽƌŶƚŽŶŽĨĨĞƌƐŝƚƌĞĂůůǇŝƐĂ
ƐƉĞĐŝĂůƉůĂĐĞĨŽƌƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐĂŶĚůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ͘
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To book a personalised grounds tour, virtual iPad tour or
to enquire about our admissions process please contact our
Admissions Officer, Alice Ho on 01280 820410 or via email
admissions@thorntoncollege.com or visit our website:
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