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TOWCESTER

Church of England
Primary School
Islington Road, Towcester, Northamptonshire NN12 6AU

enjoy, believe, a chieve, su cceed

• Spacious and visually
exciting school
environment

• All children achieve their
potential through a wide
range of opportunities

• Opening up children’s
• Attainment and progress minds to learning outside
of the classroom
is consistently above
• Inclusive and friendly

national expectations

• A town school with a
village feel

• Whole school choir that
loves to sing

• An exciting Foundation
Stage offering the starting
• Classroom on BIG yellow bus
blocks for life-long learning

• Amazing sports opportunities
• Strong partnership with
international schools
• Governors, teachers, parents
and local community work
together to enrich, develop
and support all pupils

RATED
‘GOOD’ BY

Please call us on 01327 350332 or email
bursar@towcester-pri.northants-ecl.gov.uk

we would love to hear from you
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www.towcesterprimary.northants.sch.uk

Fundraising for . . .

A WORD FROM THE MAYOR
Two key issues have been more important to me
in my Mayoral year than anything else:
Promoting the health and wellbeing agenda and
helping Towcester get back to ‘business as
usual’ after a difficult couple of years.

for inviting me – I have no doubt the building and
the church will be a valuable addition to
Towcester. To find out more please have a look
at TVBF.co.uk or give Pete a call (01327 204801)
who will be more than happy to show you around.

testament to the importance of the role of the
Renew Café.

It is heartening to see more and more projects
and events come to fruition as we continue to
safely open up. I had the pleasure of recently
opening both the Gift Bazaar and the Handmade
Craft Fair at the Town Hall. These are fantastic
regular events which showcase local talent and
the provision of unique products.

One of the Charities I am supporting this year is
the Renew169 Wellbeing Café where it is ‘OK not
to be OK’. And that says it all, really - a safe place
(opposite the Town Hall) where there is someone
to talk to. But they also do much, much more than
that to provide a local health and wellbeing
service.
A fantastic showcase for the café was at a recent
event organized at the Town Hall – a ‘Pie and a
Pint Evening’. James and Dean from the Clarke
and Dean Café provided us with fantastic
homemade pies and mash. A beer keg was
supplied by Silverstone Brewery and Laura
organised a fun quiz and raffle. We then had five
speakers – each delivering a small TedX-style talk
(i.e., only five minutes) on different, very
personal aspects on how life situations have
impacted their mental health. I can honestly say
that not one person in the room wasn’t moved by
the talks – each inspiring in their own way and a

We have a fantastic resource with the Renew169
Wellbeing Café and I know that Shelagh, Laura
and the team would love to say hello – so do drop
them a line at manager@renew169.org.uk
So, my final message is look after yourself and
your mental health and wellbeing and I wish you
all a wonderful Christmas and a Happy and
Healthy New Year.
Damian
Cllr Damian Reynolds
Towcester Town Mayor 2021-22

Do you know any unsung heroes whose
praises you'd like to sing?
We would like your help in finding people
who have given up their own time to make
an outstanding contribution to the life of
Towcester and who add significantly to the
quality of life of those they help.
In October, I attended the Macmillan coffee
morning at Towcester Mill Brewery, where it
was great to catch up with friends in aid of this
great cause.

If you have someone in mind, please
complete the nomination form on pages 37
& 38 and send it to the Town Council by
28th February 2022.

I also attended the commissioning of the Tove
Valley Centre – it really was wonderful to see
such a fantastic building finally open – and also
busy! My thanks to Jeremy Binley and the church

An online nomination form is also available
from the Town Council’s website:
www.towcester-tc.gov.uk/citizens-award

Towcester Town Crier is published by Towcester Town Council and is open to contributions from all organisations and individuals in the town.
We operate strict deadlines for advertising / copy and submissions will not be accepted after these dates. Advertising and editorial copy should
be sent to Lizzi Bucklow-Holt at the Town Council Offices, Town Hall (tel: 01327 350995; email: enquiries@towcester-tc.gov.uk). Articles
appearing contain the views of the person submitting the item and are not necessarily the views of the Town Council. More details on the
Council’s website www.towcester-tc.gov.uk/towcester-town-crier.html
Printed by R1 Print & Design, Silverstone
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Local charity provides a Gardening Service in the Towcester area
an accountant in the education sector, has
joined the charity as a volunteer and can
help older people look after their gardens.
Martin says he has always been a keen
gardener and, despite his retirement plans
being sent off course by the coronavirus
pandemic, wants to stay active. He
understands how distressing it can be when
a garden becomes over-grown, and the
shrubs start to tower over a neighbour’s
fence. He says this often happens when
someone is widowed and it was their late
spouse who was the keen gardener, but
they may not be physically able to manage
the garden without help. At this time of
year wet leaves on the ground can be a
particular hazard for older people, so Martin
can sweep paths, helping to reduce the risk
of falls, as well as improve the appearance
of the garden
Older people living in and around
Towcester might be interested to know that
Age UK Northamptonshire now has a
Gardener covering their area. Martin
Blake, who recently retired from his job as

Martin says "It is really satisfying to support
older people and be able to contribute to
the wellbeing of others. Not everyone
wants to chat but being visited by a friendly
person who will pay attention to your
welfare can make a huge difference to an
older person. And it can be reassuring for

relatives to know that a trusted person is
regularly visiting their loved one’s home.”
Age UK Northamptonshire aims to
provide a general maintenance service.
Their gardeners can cut the grass, trim
shrubs and hedges and clear weeds from
driveways and paths. They can also
revarnish or paint garden furniture, fences,
and sheds. And they can plant up
containers and even restock the bird
feeders, so they don't get forgotten. Jo
Gunnett, the Team Leader, says “We will
help you keep your garden how you like it.”
The service charges £21 an hour, payable
by invoice. For larger jobs Jo can provide a
free written quotation without obligation.
As a local independent charity Age UK
Northamptonshire has been providing
services and support to older people for
over 50 years. Please contact them on
01604 611200 to find out how they can help
you or your family in Towcester and
surrounding villages.
www.ageuknorthants.org.uk
Registered charity 1059995

TOWCESTER & DISTRICT LIONS CLUB

The past few months have seen the
Towcester Farmers Market maintain its
place as a focal point for a shopping
experience with a difference. There have
been a few changes since last summer,
with one or two stalls having left us, but
we have welcomed new traders recently in
the form of Cairn O’ Mohr Berry Wines,
The Curry Man, Lactodorum Whisky Club,
and Pit Stop Catering. Following
agreement with West Northants Council,
plans are afoot in the next few months for
The Farmers Market to move to a more
accessible new location in the Sponne
Arcade Car Park nearer to the town centre,
where free car parking is available for up
to 3 hours, so why not come along to see
what is on offer?
As a result of the lifting of Covid-19
restrictions some months ago, the
Towcester & District Lions Club have been

reinstating their free ‘Message in a Bottle’
emergency pack scheme at certain local
doctor’s surgeries. This scheme is
available to anyone who might feel the
need for reassurance that if they have an
accident or suffer from a sudden medical
emergency in their home and need
emergency services, they will be able to
treat the patient more quickly by having
crucial information on hand which is held
in the ‘Message in a Bottle’ pack. The pack
is a small plastic bottle that contains
useful personal & medical details that can
save time and reduce stress in the event
of an emergency. The bottle is usually kept
in your fridge or a suitable cupboard
where the emergency services can easily
find it. If you are not in good health, suffer
from an allergy, have a long-term illness or
some other debilitating condition, or live
on your own, ‘Message in a Bottle’ could
be a life saver for you. Packs are freely
available at the Towcester Library,
Towcester Medical Centre, Greens Norton
& Weedon Medical Centres and at
Blisworth Surgery, or at the monthly
Towcester Farmers Market.
You might see us at the local Tesco store
and in the Sponne Arcade shopping centre
in the run up to Christmas where we are
fundraising to support our current
charitable initiatives. Recent charitable
donations have included the Towcester
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Food Bank, The Royal British Legion, A
Ball for All sponsorship (for visually
impaired young people) and the Haiti
Earthquake appeal.
Apart from our charitable activities The
Lions have recently enjoyed several social
evenings including a flat green Bowling
session at Stony Stratford Bowls Club, a
talk on Crime in Victorian
Northamptonshire and a Christmas Meal at
the Boat Inn in Stoke Bruerne.
Our business meetings are held monthly at
The Saracens Head Hotel, and we have
regular social events throughout the year.
If you would like to know more about your
local Lions Club please check out our
Facebook pages: Towcester and District
Lions Club or Towcester Farmers Market
E : towcesteranddistrictlions@gmail.com
W : e-clubhouse.org/sites/towcesteruk

LITCHBOROUGH TEA SHOP LOOP
Distance:

5.1 miles

Difficulty:

Moderate

Surface:

Dog Friendly:
Approx time:

Approx Steps:

Varied
No

Northamptonshire offers a surprising
variety of landscapes from the rolling
hills in the north, to the scenic vistas
and amazing woodlands in the south.
If you add the Grand Union Canal
with its many towpaths and quaint little villages,
that are secreted in history, it is no wonder that they
call this county the “Hidden Cotswolds”.

(cattle & stiles)

The walk starts opposite Litchborough Church /
The Old Red Lion Pub, Banbury Road,
Litchborough, NN12 8JF.

10,700

For the exact location go to:
what3words.com/discloses.cave.barstool and
then click to navigate via Google Maps.
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Download this walk, complete with turn-by-turn photos
at: www.adventuregeek.co.uk/ag80

THE ROUTE
There is so much to see on this walk and the
Northamptonshire views are one of the best in the
county. With the pub behind you, turn left and head
along Banbury Road (the Church is now on your right).
Check out the beautiful old well on the left and see if you
can spot the Old Brew House on your right. When you
reach the play park, turn left, and follow the footpath
sign. You will now navigate across a series of fields.
See if you can spot the carved face in the telegraph
pole. Continue following the foot-path signs which lead
you over more fields and through a small wood.
Eventually you will emerge onto a road which will lead
you up to the half-way point - The Barn Cafe. Enjoy a
mooch around the boutique shops and enjoy a coffee
and homemade cake before you start the loop back.
Turn right as you exit the cafe and take a few steps
along the main road. You will see a footpath sign to your
right. Keep the hedge close to your left. The next
section will give you a bit of a workout as you head down
a hill and then up a steep incline, but the views are
fabulous. The route now turns left, and you will see little
beehives and a mini orchard on your right. Say hello to
the friendly horses then turn left onto the road. Walk
along the road, pass a bench on your left, and then start
looking for another green footpath sign on your left. You
are now heading back to Litchborough over numerous
fields. Take a moment to photograph the views and see
if you can spot the fields that you walked over about an
hour ago. The path now leads you by an old barn, then
through fields which often have cattle roaming. There
are quite a few stiles on this last section, so take care,
especially if it is muddy. As you arrive at Litchborough,
see if you can spot the hedgehog on a tractor before
turning right and arriving back at the start.

PHOTO CHALLENGE
For each Adventure Geek walk we challenge you to take
a photo and upload to Facebook, Twitter or Instagram
using the hashtag #AGPhotoChallenge
We have lots of photo challenges on this route. A well,
an old pub, find the face in the telegraph pole a fire
certificate and a hedgehog driving a tractor.
Check out our latest guided walks:
https://adventuregeek.co.uk/events
Download more self-guided walks:
https://www.adventuregeek.co.uk/walks
Contact: Julia Doherty – 07855 522027
or email julia@adventuregeek.co.uk for more information.
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Singing in a choir improves health and happiness . . . join TCS now!
Did you know that before the onset of
Covid-19 it was estimated that 2.2 million
people sang in around 40,000 choirs?
March 2020 brought the end of in-person
rehearsals and concerts, but TCS kept on
singing on Zoom, and now we’re back
making music together and feeling the
benefit of that in so many ways.
Towcester Choral Society needs YOU!
So why should you think of giving it a go?
 The physiological benefits of singing
have long been explored. Music
making exercises the brain as well as
the body, but singing is particularly
beneficial for improving breathing,
posture and muscle tension.
 Listening to and participating in music
has been shown to be effective in
pain relief, probably due to the
release of neurochemicals such as βendorphin (a natural painkiller
responsible
for
the
“high”
experienced after intense exercise).
 There’s also evidence to suggest that
music can play a role in sustaining a
healthy immune system, by reducing
the stress hormone cortisol and
boosting the Immunoglobin A
antibody.

 Music has been used in different
cultures throughout history in many
healing rituals, and is already used as
a therapy in our own culture (e.g., For
the relief of mental illness, breathing
conditions and language impairment)
 Regular choir members report that
learning new songs is cognitively
stimulating and helps their memory,
and it has been shown that singing
can help those suffering from
dementia.
 The satisfaction of performing
together, even without an audience,
is likely to be associated with
activation of the brain’s reward
system, including the dopamine
pathway.
 Singing has also been shown to
improve our sense of happiness and
wellbeing. Research has found that
people feel more positive after
actively singing than they do after
passively listening to music.1
Apart from all that… it’s really good fun!
At TCS we sing a variety of musical styles
to suit all tastes. You don’t need to be a
budding opera singer or have lots of
singing experience, you don’t have to be
able to sight-sing, you don’t even have to
be able to read music (although it helps!),

you don’t have to perform solos or have a
scary audition, and you don’t have to
provide your own music. You don’t need
to know what voice part you are - our
musical director will be able to help you
find out! You will have to pay ‘subs’
because we employ a professional
conductor
(musical
director)
and
accompanist, hire the venue and the
music, and have costs involved with
putting on concerts. However, you will be
able to have the first term for free to see
how you like it! We also have reduced
rates for under 25s. We have vacancies in
all voice parts – but, as with most choirs in
the country, we are particularly short of
men!
We hold rehearsals in the Sawpits Centre,
Richmond Road, Towcester, on a
Tuesday evening from 7.30 -9.30. For
more details about us please look at our
website or contact our Membership
Secretary by email to arrange a chat
and/or attendance at a rehearsal.
We are pleased to announce our first
concert since 2019. We will be
performing 'On Christmas Night' in St
Lawrence Church, Towcester, at
7.30pm on Saturday 11th December
2021.
We are looking forward to celebrating with
you all and would like to take this
opportunity to thank you for your
continued support. Email us for ticket
information, come along and hear us in
action and see what you could be part of.
tickets@towcesterchoralsociety.org.uk
membership@towcesterchoralsociety.org.uk

www.towcesterchoralsociety.org.uk

Towcester Choral Society Christmas Concert

‘On Christmas Night’

7:30pm, Saturday, 11th December 2021
at St Lawrence Church, Towcester
7

1 taken from Jacques Launay, Postdoctoral
Researcher in Experimental Psychology,
University of Oxford, 2015

dKt^dZΘ/^dZ/d>K>,/^dKZz^K/dz



Aerial view of Towcester showing Wood Burcote Wood © T. Howard, 2021

dŚĞ ĂƵƚŚŽƌ dĞƌƌǇ WƌĂƚĐŚĞƚƚ͕ ŚĂĚ DĂƐŬůŝŶ͕
the hero of his “Nome” trilogy come out
ǁŝƚŚƚŚĞƐƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ“I am all for progress Ͳ/
just can’t abide change!” / ƚŚŝŶŬ ƚŚĂƚ
ƐƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚŝƐŶŽǁƉƌŽďĂďůǇƚƌƵĞĨŽƌĂŐŽŽĚ
ŶƵŵďĞƌ ŽĨ ƌĞĂĚĞƌƐ͕ ĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇ ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌŝŶŐ
ƚŚĞ ƉĂĐĞ Ăƚ ǁŚŝĐŚ ŝƚ ŝƐ ŽĐĐƵƌƌŝŶŐ ŝŶ
dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͘
^Ž ŵĂŶǇ ĨĂĐƚŽƌƐ ĂƌĞ ŶŽǁ ĐŽŵďŝŶŝŶŐ ƚŽ
ĨŽƌĐĞ ƚŚĞ ƉĂĐĞ ŽĨ ĐŚĂŶŐĞ ĂůŽŶŐ͘ /ƚ ŝƐ͕
ƚŚĞƌĞĨŽƌĞ͕ ŶŽƚ ĚŝĨĨŝĐƵůƚ ƚŽ ƐĞĞ ƚŚĂƚ ĨƵƚƵƌĞ
ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĂŶƐǁŝůůŶĞĂƚůǇĐŽŵƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚĂůŝƐĞƚŚĞ
ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ ƉĞƌŝŽĚ ĂƐ ŽŶĞ ŽĨ ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĂďůĞ
ƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĂů ĂŶĚ ƐŽĐŝĂů ĐŚĂŶŐĞ͕ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ƐĂŵĞ
ǁĂǇ ĂƐ / ůŽŽŬ ƚŽ ƉĂƐƚ ĞǀĞŶƚƐ ǁŚŝĐŚ ŚĂǀĞ
ŵŽƵůĚĞĚ ƚŚĞ ĨĂďƌŝĐ ŽĨ ŽƵƌ ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ ƚŽǁŶ͘
dŚĞƌĞǁĞƌĞŬŶŽǁŶƉĂŶĚĞŵŝĐƐŝŶdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ
ƌĞĐŽƌĚĞĚĨŽƌϭϱϯϳ͕ϭϱϳϬ͕ϭϲϬϴ͕ϭϲϯϴ͕ϭϲϲϱ͕
ϭϳϵϲ͕ϭϴϰϱ͕ϭϴϱϰĂŶĚϭϵϭϴ͘/ŶDĂǇϭϳϵϲĂ
smallpox
outbreak
‘ƌĂŐĞĚ
ǁŝƚŚ
accumulated fury’ until the beginning of
ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ ǁŚĞŶ ƚŚĞ ŝŶŚĂďŝƚĂŶƚƐ
ƵŶĚĞƌǁĞŶƚ ƐƉĞĐŝĂů ŝŶŽĐƵůĂƚŝŽŶ͘ ^ĞǀĞŶƚǇͲ
ƚǁŽƉĞŽƉůĞŝŶƚŚĞƚŽǁŶĚŝĞĚϭ͘
^ĞǀĞƌĞ ǁĞĂƚŚĞƌ ĞǀĞŶƚƐ ŽĐĐƵƌƌĞĚ ŝŶ ϭϱϳϯ͕
ϭϳϳϱ͕ϭϴϬϳ͕ϭϴϵϭ͕ϭϴϵϱ͕ϭϵϬϴ͕ϭϵϭϲ͕ϭϵϯϭ͕
ϭϵϰϳ ĂŶĚ ϭϵϲϯ ǁŝƚŚ ŶŽƚĂďůĞ ĨůŽŽĚŝŶŐ
ƌĞƐƵůƚŝŶŐ ŝŶ ƐŽŵĞ ŝŶƐƚĂŶĐĞƐ͘  &ůŽŽĚŝŶŐ
ĞǀĞŶƚƐ ďĞĐĂŵĞ ŵŽƌĞ ĐŽŵŵŽŶ ĂĨƚĞƌ ϭϴϮϭ
ĂŶĚ ƚŚŝƐ ŵĂǇ ďĞ ůŝŶŬĞĚ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ĨĞůůŝŶŐ ŽĨ
tŽŽĚ ƵƌĐŽƚĞ tŽŽĚ͕ ǁŚŝĐŚ ĂƉƉĞĂƌƐ ƚŽ
ŚĂǀĞŽĐĐƵƌƌĞĚďĞƚǁĞĞŶϭϴϬϲĂŶĚϭϴϭϳ͕ĨŽƌ
ƚŚĞ ĐƌĞĂƚŝŽŶ ŽĨ tŽŽĚ ƵƌĐŽƚĞ &Ăƌŵ͕ ŚĂůĨ
ŐŽŝŶŐ ďĞĨŽƌĞ ϭϴϭϰ͘ dŚĞ ĚĞƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶ ŽĨ
ĂƉƉƌŽǆŝŵĂƚĞůǇ ϭϳϬ ĂĐƌĞƐ ŽĨ ǁŽŽĚůĂŶĚ

ĐŽǀĞƌƵŶĚŽƵďƚĞĚůǇĂůůŽǁĞĚĂĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĂďůĞ
ĂŵŽƵŶƚ ŽĨ ƌƵŶͲŽĨĨ ŝŶƚŽ ^ŝůǀĞƌƐƚŽŶĞ ƌŽŽŬ
ĚƵƌŝŶŐŚĞĂǀǇƌĂŝŶƐǁŚŝĐŚĐŽƵůĚŚĂǀĞĞĂƐŝůǇ
ĂĨĨĞĐƚĞĚƚŚĞƚŽǁŶ͘
&ŽŽĚ ƐŚŽƌƚĂŐĞƐ ǁĞƌĞ ŽĨƚĞŶ ĚƵĞ ƚŽ ƉŽŽƌ
ŚĂƌǀĞƐƚƐ͕ ǁŚŝĐŚ ŽĐĐƵƌƌĞĚ ŵŽƐƚ ĚĞĐĂĚĞƐ͘
These badly affected the town’s poor,
ůĞĂĚŝŶŐ ƚŽ ŬŶŽǁŶ ĨŽŽĚ ƌŝŽƚƐ ŝŶ ϭϳϱϳ ĂŶĚ
ϭϳϴϭ͘ ĐŚŽĞƐ ŽĨ ƚŚĞƐĞ ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ ĞǀĞŶƚƐ
ƉĞƌŵĞĂƚĞƚŚƌŽƵŐŚƚŽŽƵƌƉƌĞƐĞŶƚƵŶĐĞƌƚĂŝŶ
ƚŝŵĞƐ͘
tĞƐƚ EŽƌƚŚĂŵƉƚŽŶƐŚŝƌĞ ŽƵŶĐŝů ;tEͿ ŝƐ
ƚĂƐŬĞĚ ǁŝƚŚ ƐƚƌĂƚĞŐŝĐ ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ ĂŶĚ ŚĂƐ
ƐƚĂƌƚĞĚ ƚŚĞ ƌĞǀŝĞǁ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ĂĚŽƉƚĞĚ :ŽŝŶƚ
ŽƌĞ^ƚƌĂƚĞŐǇƚŚĂƚĐŽǀĞƌĞĚƚŚĞƉĞƌŝŽĚƵƉƚŽ
ϮϬϭϰ͕ ƚŽ ƚĂŬĞ ŝŶƚŽ ĂĐĐŽƵŶƚ ƚŚĞ ĐŚĂŶŐŝŶŐ
ĐŝƌĐƵŵƐƚĂŶĐĞƐĂŶĚǁŚĞƌĞĂƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƚĞƚŚĞǇ
ǁŝůůƌĞƉůĂĐĞƚŚĞĞǆŝƐƚŝŶŐƐƚƌĂƚĞŐŝĐƉŽůŝĐŝĞƐƚŽ
ƚĂŬĞ ƚŚĞŵ ƵƉ ƚŽ ϮϬϱϬ͘  dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ ŝƐ
ĚĞĨŝŶĞĚ ĂƐ Ă ZƵƌĂů ^ĞƌǀŝĐĞ ĞŶƚƌĞ͘ tE
ǁŝƐŚƚŽďƵŝůĚŽŶƚŚĞĞǆŝƐƚŝŶŐƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐƉŽůŝĐǇ
ƚŽĐƌĞĂƚĞĂůŽŶŐͲƚĞƌŵƐƵƐƚĂŝŶĂďůĞĨƵƚƵƌĞĨŽƌ
ƚŚĞƌĂĐĞĐŽƵƌƐĞǁŚŝĐŚƚŚĞǇĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌǁŽƵůĚ
ďƌŝŶŐďĞŶĞĨŝƚƐƚŽƚŚĞƚŽǁŶ͘dŚĞǇŶŽƚĞƚŚĂƚ
ƚŚĞ ƌĂĐĞĐŽƵƌƐĞ ƐŝƚĞ ŝƐ ƉĂƌƚ ŽĨ 'ƌĂĚĞ //Ύ
ZĞŐŝƐƚĞƌĞĚ
WĂƌŬůĂŶĚ͕
ĂŶĚ
ƚŚĂƚ
development would have to ‘consider’ all
ƚŚĞŝŵƉůŝĐĂƚŝŽŶƐŽŶƐĞƚƚŝŶŐƐĞƚĐ͘dŚŝƐ͕ĂŶĚ
ƚŚĞƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚĂĚĚŝƚŝŽŶĂůĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚůĂŶĚ
ǁŽƵůĚĞǆƚĞŶĚƚŚĞƐŝǌĞŽĨdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌďǇĂŶ
ĂĚĚŝƚŝŽŶĂů ϰ͕ϮϱϬ ĚǁĞůůŝŶŐƐ͕ ƐŽŵĞ ĚŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ
from ‘Towcester Old Town’. The History
^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ŚĂǀĞ ƌĞĐĞŶƚůǇ ƌĞƐƉŽŶĚĞĚ ƚŽ ƚŚĞƐĞ
ƉƌŽƉŽƐĂůƐ͘
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&Žƌ ŽǀĞƌ ϯϬ ǇĞĂƌƐ ƚŚĞ ,ŝƐƚŽƌǇ ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ŚĂƐ
ďĞĞŶ ĐŽŵŵĞŶƚŝŶŐ ŽŶ ƐƚƌĂƚĞŐŝĐ ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ
ƉƌŽƉŽƐĂůƐ ĂŶĚ ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ ŝƐƐƵĞƐ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ
ŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƚŝŽŶ ƌĞĂ͘ tĞ ďĞůŝĞǀĞ ƚŚĂƚ ĂŶ
ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ ŽĨ ŚŽǁ ƚŚĞ ƚŽǁŶ ŚĂƐ
ĚĞǀĞůŽƉĞĚ ĂŶĚ ŬŶŽǁŝŶŐ ǁŚŝĐŚ ĂƌĞ ƚŚĞ
ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ ĂƌĐŚĂĞŽůŽŐŝĐĂů ĂŶĚ ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ
ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞƐĐĂŶŚĞůƉŝŶĨŽƌŵĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶŵĂŬŝŶŐ͘
KƵƌŝŵƉĂĐƚŽŶƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐŝƐĚŝĨĨŝĐƵůƚƚŽũƵĚŐĞ
ďƵƚǁĞĨĞĞůƚŚĂƚŽƵƌǀŽŝĐĞŚĂƐďĞĞŶŚĞĂƌĚ
ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶƐ ŵĂĚĞ ĨŽƌ ƌĞƚĂŝŶŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ
Saracen’s Head coach entrance and the
ƉƌĞƐĞƌǀĂƚŝŽŶ ŽĨ ƐŽŵĞ ŶŽŶͲůŝƐƚĞĚ ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐƐ
ŝŶƚŚĞDŽĂƚ>ĂŶĞĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ͘zŽƵĐŽƵůĚ
ĂƐƐŝƐƚƵƐƚŽĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞƚŚŝƐŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚĂƐƉĞĐƚ
ŽĨ ŽƵƌ ƌŽůĞ ďǇ ũŽŝŶŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ƐŽĐŝĞƚǇ ĂŶĚ
ŚĞůƉŝŶŐ ƵƐ ƉƌŽŵŽƚĞ ŐƌĞĂƚĞƌ ŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ ŽĨ
ƚŚĞ ďƵƌŝĞĚ ĂŶĚ ƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ ŚĞƌŝƚĂŐĞ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ
ƚŽǁŶĂŶĚƉĂƌŝƐŚ͘
ϭZĞƐĞĂƌĐŚďǇWĂƵů/ƐĂĂĐ



hƉĐŽŵŝŶŐdĂůŬƐ
dŽ ŚĞůƉ ŐĞƚ ƵƐ ŝŶƚŽ ƚŚĞ ĨĞƐƚŝǀĞ ŵŽŽĚ ǁĞ
ŚĂǀĞ Ă ŽŽŵ ƚĂůŬ ďǇ ^ƚĞǀĞ ŝŵŵĞƌ ŽŶ
‘Dickens and the Creation of a Christmas
Carol’ ŽŶtĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇϴƚŚŽĨĞĐĞŵďĞƌ͘
January’s talk on Wednesday the 12ƚŚ ǁŝůů
ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ ĂŶ ŝŶƐŝŐŚƚ ŽŶ ƚŚĞ ǁŽƌŬ ŽĨ Ă
ĞƚĞĐƚŝǀĞ /ŶƐƉĞĐƚŽƌ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ůŽĐĂů WŽůŝĐĞ
ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ ϭϵϴϯ ĂŶĚ ϮϬϭϯ ĂƐ ŶĚǇ dĞŶŶĞƚ
ƌĞĐŽƵŶƚƐ ‘My 30 years career with the
Northamptonshire Police Force’͘
 ĨĞǁ dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ ƵŝůĚŝŶŐƐ Ɛƚŝůů ƌĞƚĂŝŶ
ŵĞĚŝĞǀĂůĨĂďƌŝĐ͕ǁŚŝĐŚŝƐĂƉĞƌŝŽĚƚŚĂƚŚĂƐ
ďĞĞŶ ĞǆƚĞŶƐŝǀĞůǇ ƐƚƵĚŝĞĚ ďǇ ƚŚĞ ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ
ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĂŶEŝĐŬ,ŝůůŽĨ,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐŶŐůĂŶĚ͘,Ğ
ǁŝůů ƚĞůů ƵƐ ǁŚĂƚ ŚĞ ŚĂƐ ďĞĞŶ ĂďůĞ ƚŽ
ĚŝƐĐŽǀĞƌĂďŽƵƚDĞĚŝĞǀĂůŚŽŵĞƐŝŶZƵƚůĂŶĚ
ĂŶĚ ĂƐƚ >ĞŝĐĞƐƚĞƌƐŚŝƌĞ ŽŶ ƚŚĞ ϵƚŚ ŽĨ
&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ͘
ůů ŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƐ ƐƚĂƌƚ Ăƚ ϳ͘ϯϬ Ɖ͘ŵ͘ EŽƚ Ă
ŵĞŵďĞƌ͍ /ƚ ŝƐ ŽŶůǇ άϭϬ Ă ǇĞĂƌ ĨŽƌ ƚĂůŬƐ͕
ǁĂůŬƐ͕ ŽƵƚŝŶŐƐ͕ ĂŶĚ ƌĞŐƵůĂƌ ŶĞǁƐůĞƚƚĞƌƐ͘
ƌŽƉƵƐĂŶĞŵĂŝůƚŽũŽŝŶ͘
&Žƌ ŵŽƌĞ ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ ĐĂůů ĂǀŝĚ tŝůĐŽĐŬ͕
ŽƵƌƐĞĐƌĞƚĂƌǇŽŶϬϭϯϮϳϯϱϭϳϴϮ͕ŽƌŵǇƐĞůĨ͕
ƌŝĂŶ 'ŝŐŐŝŶƐ͕ ŽŶ ϬϭϯϮϳ ϯϱϮϰϰϰ͘ ůƐŽ
ƉůĞĂƐĞ ŚĂǀĞ Ă ůŽŽŬ Ăƚ ŽƵƌ ĞǆƚĞŶƐŝǀĞ
ǁĞďƐŝƚĞ…

ǁǁǁ͘ŵŬŚĞƌŝƚĂŐĞ͘ŽƌŐ͘ƵŬͬƚĚůŚƐͬ

OLD TOWCESTER 42 – Mid-Victorian Towcester
conditions had undergone material
improvement. There were places in
Towcester where there were cottages unfit
for habitation, yet there had been a decided
change for the better in the houses
occupied by the poor. Some lace-schools
were still overcrowded, but most were a
vast improvement on what they were when
they were held by the poorest widows in the
cheapest and worst tenements. Children
now not set to the pillow until 8 or 9 and
owing to the action taken by a former Vicar
of Towcester, children under 13 now only
worked half time, being sent to school for a
number of hours daily. Infants’ health
appeared to have improved.”

This picture of the Market Hill, as it was
then known, was drawn about 1860 and
sold by James Brooks Hurfurt from his
stationer’s shop, which is prominently
shown on the left-hand side. A bonneted
lady looks in Hurfurt’s shop window, a
couple stroll along the stone-flagged path
approaching the doorway to the imposing
house of Joseph Gallard, a retired farmer.
Two families stand and talk in the middle of
the marketplace unbothered by the passing
carts but probably standing well clear of the
horse droppings that would have littered the
road. Market Hill presents a very middleclass scene.
Although the view has changed
comparatively little over the last 160 years,
life in the town has. For Hurfurt too, it was a
time of massive change. The coach trade,
which had supported the economy of the
town for over a century, had died twenty
years earlier when the London to
Birmingham Railway was opened. The
town had subsequently suffered an
economic depression, but by 1860 this was
in the past, although the town had not
recovered its former level of economic
activity and there was a considerable
amount of poverty.
When Mr. Hurfurt closed his shop, night
would have descended and the soft yellow
light of the gas lamps seen in the drawing
would have illuminated the paths for men,
and perhaps a few women, making their
way to the public bars incorporated in this
view – The Dolphin, The Talbot, Plough
and Brave OId Oak. At that time, the
population was about one fifth of today’s,
approximately two and half thousand, with
the census in 1861 recording one hundred
and thirty-one shoemakers and eighty-four

labourers. Although the trade directories
state that shoemaking was the main
industry in the town, there were in fact more
lace makers.
Whilst many of the working-class men were
enjoying the company of their friends in the
public bars, their wives and children may
have been gathered around a candle and a
water-filled glass globe working at the lace.
By this time, lace making was in severe
decline owing to the introduction of
machine lace and the price they received
for hand-made lace far less than earlier
times. A report into the conditions of lacemakers in Towcester and Newport Pagnell
in 1861 makes grim reading: “Lace-makers
were badly housed and there was gross
overcrowding in the lace schools, as many
as 24 children being at times packed into
the minimum of space allotted to a convict
in his cell. The rooms were also as a rule
most imperfectly ventilated and so the air
they contained soon became foul and
oppressive, and in the winter, it was further
vitiated by the use of the “chafing dish”, a
tray of ignited charcoal placed under the
feet to obviate the cold from which persons
employed in an occupation of so sedentary
a character naturally suffered. The hours of
labour were also excessive, many working
from 9 to 12 hours or more a day, and
children as a rule having a “task”, a certain
length of lace to make before each meal.
These little ones often began their arduous
labour at the age of 5 or 6 years and had
little or none of that recreation so essential
to health and proper bodily development.”
“Although these conditions had remained in
the Newport Pagnell region since 1861,
those employed in the lace trade had
decreased in Towcester, and that the
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The extent of poverty in the town can be
seen through the disbursements of the
Sponne Charity to individuals. In the
financial year 1860/61, the highest portion
of these payments went to families living in
“Bottom End”, the streets and alleys to the
south of Silverstone Brook. Such charitable
giving undoubtedly kept many of the elderly
poor out of Towcester Workhouse. Many of
the lanes housing these pockets of
deprivation e.g., Pudding Bag Lane, and
Sheppard’s Lane, no longer exist having
been demolished in slum clearance
schemes.
The housing for the poor of the town
became of local concern in 1854, when
Towcester had a serious cholera outbreak
which ravaged the areas of unfit housing.
As a result, The Earl of Pomfret arranged
for the demolition of some of the insanitary
cottages around the churchyard and built
new workers houses in Pomfret Road. He
was followed by Thomas Ridgway, who
erected forty-one houses for the working
class to rent to provide them with good
accommodation at affordable rent. These
were undoubtedly the improvements
referred to in the report.

Brian Giggins
Chairman TDLHS &
The Historic Towcester Survey Group
With acknowledgements to the research work
undertaken by Mary Taylor and Paul Isaac,
which were used in preparing this piece.

Discover
our unique
dementia care
Our care home
is open for
viewings

So many things define us as individuals, but dementia
doesn’t have to. We see the person behind it, and
help them live the life they want, to the full. As the
only care home group with its own accredited City
and Guilds dementia training 'My World', innovative
dementia friendly design, and support for the whole
family, you can trust that we go further.

Call us on freephone 0808 223 5401
Find us online caringhomes.org
Water Lane, Towcester, Northamptonshire, NN12 6HR
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Compassion Service Responsibility
Amongst the fuel shortages, HGV driver crisis,
and uncertainties about Christmas Turkeys, the
one thing that is certain is that there will be no
shortages of food at Towcester Foodbank. The
response to Harvest Festival was fantastic; we
even had to put on extra shifts at the garage to
put away all the stock! Thank you.
Occasionally, we get donations of home
produce – this year was clearly a good one for
apples and marrows – but sadly we are unable
to include these in our food bags, so please
don’t give them to us. Far better pass them on
to the Community Fridge – which is what we
do. The items that go into our food bags are
designed to deliver three days of nutritious
food. So please, if you are donating food, it is
helpful if you pick something from our list,
rather than put in your own favourites. Plain
tea bags rather than herbal concoctions, and
ordinary instant coffee rather than ground
coffee, caramel latte, or any other exotic
combination.
Similarly, our guests would
rather receive sweetcorn, peas, and carrots
than lentils, chickpeas, or kidney beans. The
food on our lists is simple because that is what
we really need.
Despite everything, it has been a remarkable
year at the Foodbank, and we would like to
thank everyone for all their support. We’ve had
children doing sponsored events; Sponne
students volunteering with us; a 480-mile
virtual pilgrimage by Revd Lulu; and not least,
our wonderful local posties, Kay and Darren,
collecting food on their rounds. Jackie Oliver
estate agents organised a collection from their
clients, and Network Rail in Milton Keynes from
their employees. Our Easter Egg collection was
boosted massively by Northants and Hunts
Freemasons, and by Potterspury Football Club.
Special thanks to the people of Pattishall, who
as well as their regular donations, brought us

Easter Eggs and persevered with a fundraising
tea in the summer despite Covid tribulations.
Individuals and churches who contribute
throughout the year are too numerous to
mention by name – but thank you all, your
efforts are hugely appreciated.
We have a great bunch of volunteers but are
still looking for more Trustees, and especially
for a Treasurer. If you have a financial
background and would like give back to your
local community please let us know. More
details on our website.
A final plea – we are looking to rent additional
storage space. Ideally 6 m2 where we can
store food in tins and plastic boxes, easily
accessible, and not too far from the centre of
Towcester. If you know of anywhere, please
contact us. Thank you.

Contact us for help :

07724 832043
info@towcester.foodbank.org.uk
Facebook: @towcesterfoodbank
#towcesterfoodbank
Registered Charity No.: 1157338

Towcester foodbank : a great way to support your community
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Planning for Our Town’s Future
West Northamptonshire Council (WNC) is
preparing a new strategic plan which will
guide development for housing and
employment sites up to the year 2050.
The West Northamptonshire Strategic Plan
sets out WNC’s vision and the objectives
to realise ambitions for our economy,
communities, and environment.
WNC wants to hear from people across
the area to work together to ensure that
WNC prepares the best plan possible for a
sustainable future. The options for growth
have been developed from suggestions
made by landowners and developers.
WNC is at an early stage in plan
preparation and the options are potential
rather than preferred, so this is the first
opportunity to influence the outcome of
the plan.
WNC’s Option 4b considers Towcester up
to 2050. This has an area identified that
sweeps around the south-westerly and
southern extents of the existing Towcester
new developments and across to the
eastern side of the town, incorporating
Towcester Racecourse and its surrounds.
These sites are being promoted by
developers as having the potential to
provide up to 4,250 dwellings and
associated services. Access would be from
the Towcester Relief Road, and the A5.
Towcester Town Council’s Response
The Town Council has carefully considered
WNC’s options for Towcester’s future
growth. The following is a summary of the
council’s response. Our full response can
be found on the Towcester Town Council
website.
Towcester Town Council has significant
concerns over the growth option for
Towcester, given that identified

weaknesses far outweigh any possible
strengths, and therefore the council rejects
Option 4b as not a viable option for
Towcester.
The areas identified as having potential for
growth rely on the new Relief Road for
access. However, based on comments
from National Highways, Towcester Town
Council doubts that the road could meet
the needs of an additional 4,250
dwellings and associated services. Its
capacity will have been already stretched
by the time developments under
construction are completed. If, as
expected, the road is eventually dualled, it
would cut off and isolate all future
development from the rest of Towcester.
If, as with the current development in
Towcester, developers, and not
government, must fund road
improvements, it would mean once again
a serious shortage of funding left for new
schools, health facilities and other
community infrastructure.
Residential development at Towcester
Racecourse would not be appropriate
given the limitations of its highly sensitive
setting, and therefore, like Option 4b for
Towcester, this is also largely rejected by
Towcester Town Council.
Some very limited development might be
possible, to help further secure the future
of Towcester Racecourse, but
development would need to be very
carefully considered and fully justified,
considering its special landscape setting,
loss of productive farmland, its proximity
to residential areas, and the capacity of
the A5 to take additional traffic.
Towcester is an historic market town, and
it is vital that further development respects
its essential character and contribution to
Northamptonshire’s mainly rural heartland.

Towcester has experienced significant
growth over the last 30 years or more.
Most recently in the form of the Towcester
Sustainable Urban Extension (Racecourse
estate), which will provide 2,750 new
dwellings to the south and west of the
town, as well as sites for employment.
There is now an application for an
additional 210 dwellings (to replace
employment sites) that would bring the
total to 2,960 dwellings. In addition, some
600 dwellings have been built or have had
permission to be built in recent years on
other sites in Towcester. Within the current
Local Plan, there are also significant
allocations for large scale warehouse
distribution centres and other mixed-use
employment sites that will place great
pressure on local roads, including the
already congested A43 and A5.
Towcester offers a range of shops and
services proportionate to its size but has a
significant deficit in health service
provision, public transport, secondary
school places, and sports fields, including
football fields with supporting
infrastructure. There will also be a future
shortfall in leisure centre facilities as the
town grows. The deficit in secondary
school places will increase further as
houses with planning permission are built.

Councillor Martin Johns
Chair of Resources and Planning

How to have your say
Your views will help shape the next stage
of the West Northamptonshire Strategic
Plan.
www.westnorthantsplan.inconsult.uk/
WNSPOptions/consultationHome
The first consultation will run to midnight
Monday 6 December 2021.

ĚŝƚŽƌŝĂůĂŶĚĚǀĞƌƚŝƐŝŶŐŝŶƚŚĞdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌdŽǁŶƌŝĞƌŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇDĂŐĂǌŝŶĞ
dŚĞdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌdŽǁŶƌŝĞƌĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŵĂŐĂǌŝŶĞŝƐŶŽǁĐŝƌĐƵůĂƚĞĚƚŽŽǀĞƌϱ͕ϮϬϬƌĞƐŝĚĞŶĐĞƐĂŶĚďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐĞƐ
ĂĐƌŽƐƐdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͕tŽŽĚƵƌĐŽƚĞ͕ĂůĚĞĐŽƚĞĂŶĚ,ƵůĐŽƚĞĂŶĚŝƐĚĞůŝǀĞƌĞĚďǇĂĨĂďƵůŽƵƐďĂŶĚŽĨƐƚƌĞĞƚ
ǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐ͘/ƚŝƐƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚďǇƚŚĞdŽǁŶŽƵŶĐŝůĨŝǀĞƚŝŵĞƐĂǇĞĂƌ;DĂƌĐŚ͕DĂǇ͕:ƵůǇ͕KĐƚŽďĞƌΘĞĐĞŵďĞƌͿ
ĂŶĚǁĞǁĞůĐŽŵĞƐƵďŵŝƐƐŝŽŶƐĨƌŽŵůŽĐĂůĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŐƌŽƵƉƐĂŶĚŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƚŝŽŶƐ͘dŚĞĐŽƐƚŽĨƉƌŽĚƵĐƚŝŽŶŝƐ
ƉĂƌƚůǇŵĞƚďǇĂĚǀĞƌƚŝƐŝŶŐĂŶĚĨĞĞƐƐƚĂƌƚĨƌŽŵάϮϬƉĞƌŝƐƐƵĞ͘WƌĞǀŝŽƵƐŝƐƐƵĞƐĂŶĚŵŽƌĞĚĞƚĂŝůƐĐĂŶďĞĨŽƵŶĚ
on the Town Council’s website under ‘Community Pages’.

ǁǁǁ͘ƚŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌͲƚĐ͘ŐŽǀ͘ƵŬ
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Towcester Area Door-to-Door Community Transport
Towcester Area Door-to-Door (TADD) is a long-established charity operating a door-to door community transport
service for people across the West Northants area. The service enables the elderly and disabled to attend medical
and well-being related appointments and services. TADD is affordable and helps people retain independence in
the absence of suitable public transport and avoid reliance on family, friends and neighbours.
Drivers need to have access to a car, be available on
a fairly regular basis and are required to complete a
DBS check. Mileage is reimbursed at the HMRC rate,
insurance premiums are not impacted, and journeys
are allocated weekly by mutual agreement.

During the COVID pandemic there has been a dramatic
decrease in the number of journeys made, however we
have continued to provide transport for those who
needed it. Routine appointments are beginning to be
made once again, the flu and booster vaccine
campaign is starting up and we are seeing an increase
in requests for transport. If you, or anyone you know,
would benefit from joining and accessing the service
please do get in touch.
We desperately need volunteer drivers in many rural
villages. There are many elderly, disabled or isolated
people who rely on TADD in our community, so if you
have a little spare time and are a driver, please
consider volunteering to help your neighbours. You
never know when you might need to use the service
yourself!

Should you know of anybody in your community who
may need to make use of this service, please contact
TADD using the online contact form and we will get in
touch.
Alternatively email us with your contact name, email
and telephone number. We cannot accept applications
by telephone.

volunteer@towcesterareadoor2door.co.uk
More details about TADD including the area covered,
price list, membership and how to become a volunteer
driver are available on our website.

Keith Rippon
Chair of Trustees
01327 810300
www.towcesterareadoor2door.co.uk
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ŶŶŝĞ^ŝŵƉƐŽŶ
ϬϳϱϱϰϭϱϬϴϳϬŵƌƐĐŚŝŵĐŚŝŵϱϳΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ
ĨĂĐĞďŽŽŬ͘ĐŽŵͬŐƌŽƵƉƐͬϭϭϲϴϮϮϮϲϱϴϬϭϯϮϮ
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Your Family is unique.
Shouldn’t the solutions be unique too?
We can help with legal advice and representation in these and other areas:

➢ Domestic abuse & emergencies

➢ Cohabitation

➢ Divorce & separation

➢ Financial settlements

➢ Prenuptial agreements

➢ Child arrangements including

➢ Civil partnerships

Social Services

Our service is tailored to your needs and circumstances.
We will talk to you about your problem, listen to your concerns, explain all
your options and help you decide the best way forward. We put your decisions
into action and are with you every step of the way.
LEGAL AID is available if you are eligible – please ask if you are unsure
Appointments available by telephone, Zoom or MS Teams.

2nd Floor Victoria House

Free parking in Northampton Road

138 Watling Street East

2 minutes from the office

Towcester
Northamptonshire

01327 358321

NN12 6BT

www.tflp.co.uk

(Above Michael Graham Estate Agents)

Heather Rose

hjr@tflp.co.uk 07725 811892

Alina Schofield

as@tflp.co.uk

07525 900894
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Awards we received Silver for our Old
Silson Gin, Bronze for our New Town
Black Cherry & Vanilla Rum, and
Laurence won Gold in the F&B
Achiever of the Year. Finally, in the

distillery during the week by
arrangement. Please use Towcester’s
ample free parking when coming to
visit us.

Laurence & Alice

Wishing you all a restful Christmas,Follow us on

Facebook and Instagram

Laurence & Alice
hello@wharfdistillery.co.uk

Follow01327
us on 368866
Facebook and Instagram

2 Brackley Road, Towcester, NN12 6DJ
hello@wharfdistillery.co.uk
01327 368866

2 Brackley Road, Towcester, NN12 6DJ

Keep an eye out for the latest addition
to our New Town Gin range: a
delicious, and
festive,
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an eyesloe
out for
to our New
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favourite fizzgenerous
on Christmas
morning?
measure to a glass of your
We also have
somefizz
great
rum/gin gift
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otherlover,
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store, and for
the and
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youdelights
can in
store, and
for the
whisky lover, you can
pre-order a bottle
of our
Solstice
pre-order a bottle of our Solstice
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Life's not a rehearsal: making it count
Take a moment to stop and think about
where you are right now in life and
what matters to you, then compare it
with where you’d like to be. What kind
of a gap have you got?

A real-life transformation

With no guaranteed extended runs,
making the most of life means actively
pursuing the things you enjoy and
spending time with the people that
matter. What you don’t want is to look
back on your life with regret. If “all the
world’s a stage”, you need to make
sure yours has the right scenery, cast
and script for your preferred play,
today and in the future. But it’s not
always straightforward to work this all
out by yourself.

Before becoming Fortitude clients,
Keith and Trish didn’t think they’d be
able to stop working anytime soon. In
their mid-fifties and working for the
same company for almost forty years,
they were holding on to dreams about
being able to travel more in retirement.
They came to speak to us about their
options, keen to know how long they
had to carry on ‘living life on autopilot’.
When we were able to show them that
they didn’t need to work any longer,
they gained the freedom to retire
straight away and start enjoying life on
their own terms with no financial
worries.

After all, we’re not here for very long.
Today’s UK life expectancy for men in
their fifties is about 84, and 87 for
women, with around a one-in-ten
chance of making it to 99. That’s a
pretty small slice of the Earth’s 4.5billion-year history.

Defining your purpose

Making it count

And in these unusual times, we know
all too well that life can turn on a
sixpence, whether it’s to do with health,
employment, family situations,
relationships, wealth… or a global
pandemic. Even with the best-laid
plans, your world can be turned upside
down by influences beyond your
control.

For us, financial planning is about
understanding what’s important to you
and the life you want to live – before
we go anywhere near questions about
what you have. Your money is there to
support your chosen lifestyle, bringing
you a level of freedom to live the life
you want, when you want it, in line with
your values.

That’s why the clichés are absolutely
right. The best time to live your best life
is now.

When we get to know you, we look at
the life stage you’re currently in and
where you’re headed, so we can
gauge when you might reach the point
of financial independence – when you
don’t need to earn any more money to
live the life you want to. You could call
this “retirement”, but that doesn’t mean
you have to stop working, and it
certainly doesn’t mean giving up on
pursuing your dreams. It’s actually the
opposite.

We’ll leave the last words to our nowhappily-retired client, Trish: “Don’t put it
off.”

As time goes on, there’ll come a later
life stage where you may be less fit
and able to do what you want. We’re
here to help make sure you don’t have
regrets about what you didn’t get to do,
the memories you could have made, or
the person you didn’t get to be.

theteam@fortitudefp.co.uk

“Life is short”. “You only live once”.
“Make the most of life while you can”.
“Life’s not a rehearsal”. As well-worn
as these clichés are, the sentiment is
spot-on.

What’s important to you?
Let’s stick with the theatrical theme for
a while. According to a certain Mr
Shakespeare, life unfolds in seven
acts. While his language may have
been more flowery, the gist is that what
you want and need when you’re 25
won’t be the same as when you’re 55,
which will again change by the time
you reach 75.
At any age, it’s easy to get stuck on a
hamster wheel of routine, letting your
everyday tasks and responsibilities
carry you through the weeks, months,
and years without much thought.
Before you know it, you could be
drifting through life, without purpose
and not focusing on what you actually
want.

You may not think of financial planning
as a process that can help map out
your values and purpose in life, but
that’s a big part of what we do at
Fortitude.

Through regular reviews, we check
everything’s still in place, assess
what’s changed, and if necessary,
adjust the plan to make sure you’re still
on track to live your best life as things
evolve.
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This isn’t a treatise on selling
everything you own and buying a
Ferrari or a one-way ticket to Hawaii.
It’s about taking the time to review
what it is you really want out of life –
and then striving to achieve it without
compromising your long-term financial
security and wellbeing.
If you can ultimately look back and give
yourself a standing ovation, you’ll know
you’ve had a life well-lived. Contact us
to see how Fortitude can help you put
a plan in place to help you make the
most of the opportunities in life.

www.Fortitudefp.co.uk
01327 354321
4 Selby Barns, Duncote
Towcester, Northants, NN12 8AL
Fortitude Financial Planning Ltd
is authorised and regulated by the
Financial Conduct Authority
Registered in England: 4450290
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It’s available 5 days a week to anyone who needs travel.
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Making the Most of Life
The u3a is a UK-wide movement which brings together people in their third age to develop their interests and
continue their learning in a friendly and informal environment. It is an organisation for those who have finished
working and have time to pursue interests with like-minded people or just to try something new.
The u3a is run by volunteers who draw upon their knowledge and experience and the skills of their own members
to organise and provide interest groups. The teachers learn and the learners teach in such fields as art, languages,
science crafts photography etc.
Towcester u3a was formed in 2010. We have well over 500 members and over 70 interest groups.
During the pandemic our members have used innovative means to keep in touch and keep going.
With the easing of restrictions many groups are now meeting face to face and our Garden Visits Group and Theatre
visits group have resumed their outings.
We are currently holding monthly meetings via Zoom for all members with a variety of guest speakers.
Our Chess Group meets on Mondays at the Saracens Head in Towcester and our Table Tennis group have resumed
their meetings at the Tove Valley Baptist Church.
Our Creative writing group has recently written and published a book of 10 original Christmas stories. There are
goats, elves, talking teddies and Ancient Romans “A Very Unusual Mary” will be on sale at the Christmas Fayre at
Towcester Library on 27th November. New members are welcome to join the group.
Next year a significant number of the committee will be standing down and
we need to recruit people for some vital positions. If you are newly retired,
you may well have some of the essential skills we are seeking for our
committee. We would be delighted to hear from you.
For more information visit our website and please contact our Chair or any
committee member for more information.
The u3a is a wonderful way to learn laugh live and enjoy!

Towcester U3A is a registered charity number 1155428
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www.towcesteru3a.co.uk

FINANCIAL PLANNING,YOUR WAY.

FINANCIAL PLANNING IS ABOUT YOU – YOUR NEEDS,

FINANCIAL
PLANNING
IS ABOUT
YOU – YOUR NEEDS,
YOUR
AMBITIONS,
YOUR PEACE
OF MIND.
YOUR AMBITIONS, YOUR PEACE OF MIND.

We’re an award-winning independent firm of Chartered Financial

We’re an
award-winning
firm
of with
Chartered
Planners
and
since 2002 we’ve independent
been helping our
clients
tailored
Financial Planners and since 2002 we’ve been helping
our clients with tailored advice. We’ll help you to invest
want
and enjoy the
feeling
knowing youryou
money
is inand
goodenjoy
hands.
intelligently,
plan
theofretirement
want
the feeling of knowing your money is in good hands.

advice. We’ll help you to invest intelligently, plan the retirement you

Talk to us today to see how we can help you enjoy the present, safeguard

Talkfuture
to usand
today
to your
see how
your
protect
legacy.we

can help you enjoy the
present, safeguard your future and protect your legacy.

01327 354321

theteam@fortitudefp.co.uk

fortitudefp.co.uk

4 Selby Barns, Duncote, Towcester, Northants, NN12 8AL

Fortitude Financial Planning Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority
entered on the Financial Services Register No 419881
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Dear me @ 18
tĞŝŶǀŝƚĞǇŽƵƚŽƚĂŬĞƉĂƌƚŝŶĂŶĞǆĐŝƚŝŶŐ͕ŶĞǁ͕
ŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇtƌŝƚŝŶŐWƌŽũĞĐƚĐĂůůĞĚĞĂƌDĞΛϭϴ͘

ZĞŶĞǁtĞůůďĞŝŶŐĂĨĠĂƌĞŝŶǀŝƚŝŶŐĂŶǇŽŶĞ͕ŽĨĂŶǇĂŐĞ͕
ƚŽǁƌŝƚĞƚŚĞŝƌϭϴͲǇĞĂƌͲŽůĚƐĞůǀĞƐĂůĞƚƚĞƌ͘
/ƚŝƐĂƉŽǁĞƌĨƵůĞǆĞƌĐŝƐĞ͕ůŽŽŬŝŶŐďĂĐŬŽƌƚŚŝŶŬŝŶŐĨŽƌǁĂƌĚ͕
ĚĞƉĞŶĚŝŶŐŽŶĂŐĞ͘/ƚŚĞůƉƐƵƐĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌƚŚĞĐŚŽŝĐĞƐǁĞŵĂŬĞ
ŽƌĂĚǀŝĐĞǁĞǁŽƵůĚŐŝǀĞŝĨǁĞŚĂĚŽƵƌƚŝŵĞĂŐĂŝŶ͘/ƚŚĞůƉƐ
ǇŽƵŶŐĞƌƉĞŽƉůĞĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌƚŚĞŝƌŐŽĂůƐĨŽƌůŝĨĞ͘
“ĞĂƌDĞΛϭϴƐƚĂƌƚĞĚŽŶdǁŝƚƚĞƌ͕ǁŚĞƌĞĂ'ůĂƐǁĞŐŝĂŶǁŽŵĂŶ
ŝŶǀŝƚĞĚƉĞŽƉůĞƚŽǁƌŝƚĞŝŶǁŝƚŚƚŚĞŝƌůĞƚƚĞƌƐ͕ĞŝƚŚĞƌŶĂŵĞĚŽƌ
ĂŶŽŶǇŵŽƵƐ͕ĨŽƌĂŶĞǆŚŝďŝƚŝŽŶ͘/ĨŽƵŶĚŝƚĞŵŽƚŝŽŶĂůĂŶĚ
ĐĂƚŚĂƌƚŝĐƚŽǁƌŝƚĞ͘^ŚĞƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚŽǀĞƌϭϬϬůĞƚƚĞƌƐ͕ĂŶĚ/ƚƌĂǀĞůůĞĚ
ƚŽ'ůĂƐŐŽǁĨŽƌƚŚĞŽƉĞŶŝŶŐŶŝŐŚƚ͘dŽƌĞĂĚƚŚĞůĞƚƚĞƌƐǁĂƐ
ĚĞĞƉůǇŵŽǀŝŶŐĂŶĚƚŚŽƵŐŚƚͲƉƌŽǀŽŬŝŶŐ͘/ĂƐŬĞĚŚĞƌŝĨǁĞĐŽƵůĚ
ĚŽƚŚĞƐĂŵĞŝŶŽƵƌĐĂĨĠ͘”ƐĂǇƐZĞŶĞǁϭϲϵdƌƵƐƚĞĞ͕>ĂƵƌĂ͘
WůĞĂƐĞƐĞŶĚǇŽƵƌůĞƚƚĞƌ;ĞŝƚŚĞƌƐŝŐŶĞĚŽƌĂŶŽŶǇŵŽƵƐͿƚŽ
ůĂƵƌĂŚƌƉĂƚƚĞƌƐŽŶΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵŽƌƉŽƐƚŝƚƚŽƚŚĞ
ZĞŶĞǁtĞůůďĞŝŶŐĂĨĠ͕ϭϲϵtĂƚůŝŶŐ^ƚ͕dŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌ͘
tĞǁŝůůŶĞĞĚĂĐŽŶƚĂĐƚĞŵĂŝůĂĚĚƌĞƐƐƐŽƚŚĂƚǇŽƵĐĂŶ
complete a ‘consent form’ to have it displayed. 
/ĨǇŽƵŶĞĞĚŐƵŝĚĂŶĐĞ͕ǁĞŚĂǀĞƚǁŽ‘Dear me’ workshops 
ŝŶƚŚĞĐĂĨĠďĞƚǁĞĞŶϮͲϯƉŵ͕ŽŶDŽŶĚĂǇ͕ϲƚŚΘϭϯƚŚĞĐĞŵďĞƌ
ͲũƵƐƚƚƵƌŶƵƉ͊
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LOVE

your local
independent
optician

Is YOUR child short-sighted?
Short-sightedness (Myopia) is becoming increasingly common due to more time
being spent on close work, like reading and use of device screens, as well as less
time spent playing outdoors.
Early onset Myopia can continue to progress until your child stops growing, and
potentially means stronger, thicker lenses and higher risk of sight problems as an
adult.
If you have myopia, your child is likely to develop it too.
Your child may be myopic if they ...
• need to sit near to the television, and hold books and devices very close
• experience headaches after distance tasks
• blink excessively, squint or rub their eyes frequently
• complain of headaches and tired eyes

Myopia can be slowed down with...
• Specialist glasses
• Specialist contact lenses
• Ortho-K contact lenses

To find out more about the available Myopia Management treatments

visit dwroberts.co.uk or call us on 01327 350240
DW Roberts Opticians, 6 Sponne Shopping Centre, Towcester, NN12 6BY
www.dwroberts.co.uk

01327 350240
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Towcester@dwroberts.co.uk

,ĞĂĚŝŶŐĨŽƌĂtŝŶƚĞƌŽĨŝƐĐŽŶƚĞŶƚ͍
>ŽĐĂůĐŚĂƌŝƚŝĞƐǁŽƌŬƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌƚŽŚĞůƉƚŚĞĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ
transition to a Larder service that could
be accessed by everyone. Over 60% of
our current members are on a low
income and by providing affordable food
via the TowFood Larder network means
that any savings can be put towards
other essentials, including heating their
homes” explained Katie Steele,
Towcester Community Larder
Coordinator. “Working with
FareShare/SOFEA, SNVB, NESS and
other local charities allows us all to find
more ways to help people this winter.
We embrace being part of the local
community and enjoy working with
many local businesses including
Waitrose, Tesco, Whittlebury Bakery,
Silverstone Circuits Ltd and our hosts
Towcester Town Football Supporters
Club and Roade Village Hall.”

Local charities in West Northants are
being called upon to work together more
closely to assist communities on a grass
root level this winter. Fuel prices are set
to increase, Universal Credit uplift has
ended, as has furlough, and inflation is
set to increase to 3.5%. This will have
significant effects upon our
communities.
In West Northants, 12% of households
experience fuel poverty meaning that
they will be forced below the poverty
line due to the cost of using energy to
heat their homes. This is caused by low
incomes, high prices, poor energy
efficiency and poor-quality housing.
Any of these factors will contribute to
the already fragile basis on which many
families live, in communities still
struggling with the effects of a
pandemic.
Around 20,000 homes in West
Northants have been highlighted as
being fuel-poor households according to
the End Fuel Poverty Coalition report
published in October. Fuel poverty has
wide-reaching effects on health,
including respiratory, circulatory, and
mental health conditions, and
contributes to developmental delay and
poor school performance in children.
As many families will have to make
decisions between eating and heating,
the TowFood Community Larders are
working closely with SNVB to help
reduce the cost of food, save waste and
to help to find the best energy solutions
to enable everyone in the community to
keep well.
“At Northamptonshire Energy Saving
Service (NESS) we are a unique multiagency project set up to reduce fuel
poverty across Northamptonshire. We
are delighted to work together with
TowFood Community Larder members
to reach out to everyone who may be at
risk of fuel poverty this winter” said
Sarah Pyle of SNVB.
TowFood is part of the Food Aid
Alliance in West Northants, a
consortium of Food Aid Charities
working together to rescue good food.
Charity boss, Miranda Wixon, said
“More and more people are seeking
affordable ways to access food through
a local network of Community Larders,
Fridges, Food Clubs and Community
Cafes. Working together makes sure

Volunteer Lizzie packs a bag for a food delivery
from the Community Larder. Membership costs
£10 per year. Shopping from £5 per week
(£17.50 a month). Products vary each week.

that there is always food available for
those in need. TowFood collect in the
region of six tonnes of food each week
making it available to the community in
West Northants. Saving food from
waste is the largest contributor to
climate change as over a third of all
food produced globally is being wasted.
When we waste food, we also waste all
the resources it took to produce,
transport, and prepare that food. When
it goes to landfill, it rots, producing the
greenhouse gas methane, more potent
than carbon dioxide. Thankfully here in
West Northants there are ways that
volunteers and members involved with
TowFood can make a difference.”
Coordinator of the Community Larder,
TowFood@Roade, Brenda Woolf
commented “With a membership of over
300 and growing, and the support of a
team of local volunteers, we are able to
share produce grown locally and
sourced from food outlets. The diversity
of food available has enabled families to
cook a wider range of meals and try out
new things with the support of Cooking
Good recipes and cookery lessons.
There is a great community
atmosphere, everybody is most
welcome.”
“After providing an emergency food box
provision during lockdown and
witnessing first-hand how much food
surplus there was, we felt compelled to
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Everyone has the right to nutritious,
affordable food and a warm, dry home
that they can afford to heat and power.
Everyone has a role to play in helping
our communities preserve this right for
all. Find out how you too can help.

South Northants Volunteer Bureau
Sarah can be contacted on
01604 623700 or
enquiries@nessteam.org.uk
www.snvb.org.uk
TowFood Community Larders
Mondays 1.30 – 2.30pm
Roade Village Hall
Thursdays 10 – 11am
Towcester Town Football Supporters
Club www.towfood.org.uk
01327 636982.
Northamptonshire VCSE Assembly
Miranda Wixon, Chair

www.voluntaryimpact.og.uk/vcseassembly

Cooking Good – cooking from
scratch www.cooking-good.co.uk
End Fuel Poverty Coalition
www.endfuelpoverty.org.uk

SHEPHERD & CO.
Solicitors

184 Watling Street East
NN12 6DB
tel 01327 350185
legal@shepherdandco.com
Established 1973
Advice for the Family, the Elderly and Business
Conveyancing Trusts Litigation Family Law
Criminal Law Neighbour Disputes Probate
Powers of Attorney Wills contested Wills

KEEP YOUR CAR
ROADWORTHY
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Choose our professional
and friendly garage located
in Blakesley.
We provide a wide
variety of servicing and
repairs including air
conditioning and
fault diagnosis on
any make and
model of vehicle.
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CALL US TODAY ON 01327 860 801

www.blakesleygarage.co.uk

Quinbury End, Blakesley, Northamptonshire, NN12 8RF

22

Towcester Writers’ Group
The Towcester Writers’ Group meetƐĂƚdŚĞ&ŽƌƵŵlibrary from 7:30 pm to 9:30 pm on the third Wednesday of the month. While our ‘normal’
ŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƐĂƌĞĐƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇƐƵƐƉĞŶĚĞĚ͕ǁĞŚĂǀĞŚĂĚƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵůǀŝƌƚƵĂůŽŽŵŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƐŝŶƐƚĞĂĚ͘dŚĞƐĞĂƌĞƌƵŶĂƚŽƵƌĐŽŶǀĞŶƚŝŽŶĂůŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƚŝŵĞƐĂŶĚ
ǁĞ ĞǆƚĞŶĚ Ă ǁĂƌŵ ǁĞůĐŽŵĞ ƚŽ ĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞ͕ ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌ ǇŽƵ ŚĂǀĞ ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ Žƌ ŶŽƚ͘ &Žƌ ŵŽƌĞ ĚĞƚĂŝůƐ͕ ƉůĞĂƐĞ ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ ƌŝĚŐĞƚ ƌƌĞŐŐĞƌ ďǇ ĞŵĂŝů
ďƌŝĚŐĞƚ͘ĂƌƌĞŐŐĞƌΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ
KƵƌĂŝŵŝƐƚŽĞǆƉůŽƌĞǁĂǇƐŽĨĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐŝŶŐĐƌĞĂƚŝǀŝƚǇ͕ǁŚŝůĞŵĂŬŝŶŐǁƌŝƚŝŶŐĂŶĞŶũŽǇĂďůĞĂŶĚůŝĨĞͲĞŶŚĂŶĐŝŶŐƉĂƐƚŝŵĞ͘ďŽǀĞĂůů͕ǁĞ ƐĞĞŬƚŽďĞ
ƐŽĐŝĂďůĞĂŶĚ͕ǁŚĞƌĞƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ͕ŚĂǀĞĨƵŶ͘dŚĞƌĞŝƐŶŽƐĞƚƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞĨŽƌĂŵĞĞƚŝŶŐ͘ƚǇƉŝĐĂůĞǀĞŶŝŶŐŵŝŐŚƚŝŶĐůƵĚĞĂƐŚŽƌƚĐƌĞĂƚŝǀĞĞǆĞƌĐŝƐĞ͕ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŽŶƐ
ŽĨďŽŽŬƐƚŚĂƚŚĂǀĞŝŶƐƉŝƌĞĚƵƐĂŶĚƌĞĂĚŝŶŐƐĨƌŽŵŽƵƌŽǁŶǁŽƌŬĨŽƌƐƵƉƉŽƌƚŝǀĞĐŽŵŵĞŶƚĂŶĚĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ͘KĐĐĂƐŝŽŶĂůůǇ͕ǁĞŵĂǇĂůůďĞŝŶǀŝƚĞĚ
ƚŽďƌŝŶŐĂůŽŶŐĂƉŝĞĐĞŽŶĂƚŚĞŵĞƐĞƚŝŶĂĚǀĂŶĐĞ͘tƌŝƚĞƌƐ;ĂŶĚǁŽƵůĚͲďĞͲǁƌŝƚĞƌƐͿŽĨƉŽĞƚƌǇ͕ƉƌŽƐĞĂŶĚƉůĂǇƐŝŶĂůůŐĞŶƌĞƐĂƌĞĞƋƵĂůůǇǁĞůĐŽŵĞ͘
zŽƵĐĂŶĨŽůůŽǁƵƐŽŶůŝŶĞĂƚ͗ǁǁǁ͘ĨĂĐĞďŽŽŬ͘ĐŽŵͬdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌtƌŝƚĞƌƐ



h^dΞ
ǇƌŝĚŐĞƚƌƌĞŐĞƌ
WƌĞǀŝŽƵƐůǇƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚďǇƵĚŝŽƌĐĂĚŝĂ͘ĐŽŵ

ƌ ůŝǌĂďĞƚŚ ZŝĐƚƵƐ ƐĂƚ ƐƚŽŽƉĞĚ ŽǀĞƌ ŚĞƌ ĚĞƐŬ ůŝŬĞ Ă ĚĞƐŝĐĐĂƚĞĚ ƉƌĂǇŝŶŐ ŵĂŶƚŝƐ͕ ĞůŽŶŐĂƚĞĚ ůĞŐƐ ĞŶƚǁŝŶĞĚ ƵŶĚĞƌ ƚŚĞ
ďĞƐƉŽŬĞ ŽƌƚŚŽƉĂĞĚŝĐ ƐǁŝǀĞůůŝŶŐ ŽĨĨŝĐĞ ĐŚĂŝƌ͕ ĞůĞŐĂŶƚ ůŽŶŐ ĨŝŶŐĞƌƐ ƐƚƌĞƚĐŚĞĚ ŽǀĞƌ ƚŚĞ ŬĞǇďŽĂƌĚ͘ ,Ğƌ ůŽŶŐ ƉĂŝŶƚĞĚ ŶĂŝůƐ
ǁŽƵůĚ ŚĂǀĞ ŵĂĚĞ ƚǇƉŝŶŐ ĚŝĨĨŝĐƵůƚ͕ ďƵƚ ƚŚĞǇ ǁĞƌĞ ŶĞĞĚĞĚ ŽŶůǇ ƚŽ Śŝƚ Ă ĨĞǁ ƐƚƌĂƚĞŐŝĐ ŬĞǇƐ ďĞĨŽƌĞ ĂĐƚŝǀĂƚŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ǀŽŝĐĞ
ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƚŝŽŶƐŽĨƚǁĂƌĞ͘
ƌZŝĐƚƵƐƚĂƉƉĞĚŝŶŚĞƌinitials, selected today’s favoured username from a list of anagrams and watched two more dots
ĂĚĚ ƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ƌŽǁ ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚŝŶŐ ŚĞƌ ŚŝĚĚĞŶ ƉĂƐƐǁŽƌĚ͘ ^ŚĞ ǁĂŝƚĞĚ ƚŚĞ ďƌŝĞĨĞƐƚ ŽĨ ŵŽŵĞŶƚƐ ĂƐ ƚŚĞ ǁĞďƐŝƚĞ
ĐĂůĐƵůĂƚĞĚŚĞƌŵĂƚĐŚĞƐ͘^ŚĞŚĂĚŽŶĞƚŚŽƵƐĂŶĚŵĂƚĐŚĞƐĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ͘^ŽŵĞ͕ƵŶŬŶŽǁŶƚŽƚŚĞǁĞďƐŝƚĞ͕ǁĞƌĞŶŽůŽŶŐĞƌǀŝĂďůĞ͘
Her profile stated that she was an historian. Why would she lie? It wouldn’t appeal to all men͕but she didn’t want all
ŵĞŶ͘^ŚĞǁĂƐƚĂůůĞƌƚŚĂŶĂǀĞƌĂŐĞ͕Ĩŝƚ͕ĂĐƚŝǀĞĂŶĚǀĞƌǇĐŽŵĨŽƌƚĂďůĞ͘^ŚĞŵĂĚĞƐƵƌĞƚŚĂƚŚĞƌƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚƐƐŚŽǁĞĚŚĞƌ
ůƵǆƵƌŝŽƵƐŚŽŵĞƚŽŝƚƐďĞƐƚĂĚǀĂŶƚĂŐĞ͘dŚĞƌĞǁŽƵůĚďĞŵĞŶǁŚŽǁŽƵůĚǁŝƐŚƚŽŵĂƌƌǇŚĞƌĨŽƌƚŚĞŚŽƵƐĞĂůŽŶĞ͘^ŚĞĚŝĚ
ŶŽƚŚŝĚĞƚŚĞĨĂĐƚƚŚĂƚƚŚĞďƵŝůĚŝŶŐǁĂƐŝŶĂƌĞŵŽƚĞƉĂƌƚŽĨƚŚĞ&ĞůůƐǁŚĞƌĞŵŽďŝůĞƉŚŽŶĞƐĚŝĚŶŽƚǁŽƌŬ͘
^ŚĞ ƐĞůĞĐƚĞĚ Ă ĨĞǁ ůŝŬĞůǇ ŵĂƚĐŚĞƐ ĂƐ ĨĂǀŽƵƌŝƚĞƐ͘ tĂŝƚĞĚ ƚŽ ƐĞĞ ǁŚŽ ƌĞƐƉŽŶĚĞĚ͘ ƵƐƚĞĚ ƚŚĞ ŚŽƵƐĞ ǁŚŝůĞ ƐŚĞ ǁĂŝƚĞĚ͘
EĞĞĚĞĚƚŽĚƵƐƚ͘tŚŝůĞƚŚĞďƵŝůĚĞƌƐŚĂĚďĞĞŶďƵƐǇ͕ƐŚĞŚĂĚĚĞǀĞůŽƉĞĚĂŵŽƐƚŝƌƌŝƚĂƚŝŶŐĂůůĞƌŐǇƚŽĚƵƐƚ͘
dŚƌĞĞƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞƐ͘ŐŽŽĚŶƵŵďer. She chose one and tapped on ‘send an email’. Relaxed, swivelled and dictated. She told
ŚŝŵĂŐŽŽĚĚĞĂůĂďŽƵƚŚĞƌƐĞůĨ͗ŚĞƌĨĂŝůĞĚŵĂƌƌŝĂŐĞ͕ĚŝƐĂďůĞĚƐŽŶ͕ĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌŝŶƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ͕ŚŽƵƐĞƌƵůĞƐĨŽƌƚŚĞƐŝŶŐůĞƐƉĂƌƚŝĞƐ
ƐŚĞŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĞĚ͘^ŚĞĐŽƵůĚůĞƚƚŚĞǁŽƌĚƐĨůŽǁ͘ƚƚŚĞĞŶĚŽĨƚǁŽĐƌĂŵŵĞĚƉĂŐĞƐ͕ƐŚĞƐƚŽƉƉĞĚƚŽĂůůŽǁŚŝŵƚŽĐĂƚĐŚƵƉ͘
dŚĞƌĞǁŽƵůĚďĞĂĨĞǁǀŽŝĐĞͲƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƚŝŽŶĞƌƌŽƌƐďƵƚŝĨŚĞǁĂƐĂƐŝŶƚĞůůŝŐĞŶƚĂƐŚŝƐƉƌŽĨŝůĞƐƵŐŐĞƐƚĞĚ͕ŚĞǁŽƵůĚďĞĂďůĞƚŽ
ǁŽƌŬŽƵƚƚŚĞŝŶƚĞŶĚĞĚŵĞĂŶŝŶŐƐ͘dŚĞŵŽƌĞŝŶƚĞůůŝŐĞŶƚƚŚĞďĞƚƚĞƌ͕ƐŚĞŚĂĚĨŽƵŶĚ͘EŽƚƐƚƌĞĞƚǁŝƐĞ͘KƌƐƵƐƉŝĐŝŽƵƐ͘
,ĞƌĞƐƉŽŶĚĞĚŝŶŬŝŶĚ͗ŚŝƐĞǆƉĞŶƐŝǀĞĚŝǀŽƌĐĞ͕ŚŝƐĐƌĂǀŝŶŐĨŽƌĂĚǀĞŶƚƵƌĞ͕ŚŝƐĚƌĞĂŵŽĨŵŽǀŝŶŐ
ƚŽƚŚĞĐŽƵŶƚƌǇƐŝĚĞ͘,ĞĐŽƵůĚƚŽƵĐŚƚǇƉĞ͕ŚĞƚŽůĚŚĞƌ͕ǁŝƚŚŚŝƐĞǇĞƐ
ƐŚƵƚ͘ŶƵŶƵƐƵĂůĂŶĚĚĞůŝĐŝŽƵƐŝŵĂŐĞ͘^ŚĞƐĞŶƚŚŝŵŵŽƌĞƉŚŽƚŽƐ͘
,ĞƌĞƐƉŽŶĚĞĚǁŝƚŚĚĞƚĂŝůƐŽĨŚŝƐĐŝƚǇĨůĂƚ͘
ĞĨŽƌĞůŽŶŐ͕ŚĞƌĞƋƵĞƐƚĞĚƚŚĂƚƚŚĞǇŵĞĞƚ͕ŚĂĚĨŽƵŶĚŝƚƐƵƌƌĞĂůƚŽ
ĐŽƌƌĞƐƉŽŶĚƐŽĨƵůůǇǁŝƚŚŽƵƚƌĞĂůůǇŬŶŽǁŝŶŐĞĂĐŚŽƚŚĞƌ͘dŚĞǇĂƌƌĂŶŐĞĚ
ĂĚĂƚĞŝŶĂĐŽŶǀĞŶŝĞŶƚƉƵďŚĂůĨͲǁĂǇďĞƚǁĞĞŶƚŚĞŝƌƌĞƐƉĞĐƚŝǀĞŚŽŵĞƐ͘
ĞƚƚĞƌĨŽƌǇŽƵ͕ŚĞƐĂŝĚ͕ƚŽďĞĐĂƵƚŝŽƵƐ͘^ŚĞĚŝĚŶŽƚĐŽŶƚƌĂĚŝĐƚ͘
^ŚĞĂůůŽǁĞĚĂƐƵŝƚĂďůĞƚŝŵĞƚŽĞůĂƉƐĞĂĨƚĞƌƚŚĞĂƉƉŽŝŶƚĞĚ
ƚŝŵĞ͕ƉŚŽŶĞĚŝŶĂŵĞƐƐĂŐĞƚŽƚŚĞďĂƌƚĞŶĚĞƌƚŚĂƚƐŚĞǁĂƐ
ƌƵŶŶŝŶŐůĂƚĞĂŶĚǁŽƵůĚƚŚĞƐŝŶŐůĞŵĂŶǁĞĂƌŝŶŐĂĚĂƌŬďůƵĞ
ŽǀĞƌĐŽĂƚǁŝƚŚǁŚŝƚĞĐĂƌŶĂƚŝŽŶƉůĞĂƐĞĞŝƚŚĞƌǁĂŝƚŽƌŵĂŬĞ
ŚŝƐǁĂǇƚŽŚĞƌŚŽƵƐĞ͘^ŚĞŚĂĚŐŽŽĚĨĞĞůŝŶŐƐĂďŽƵƚƚŚŝƐŽŶĞ͘
^ŚĞĨŽůĚĞĚĂĚƵƐƚĞƌŽŶŚĞƌĚĞƐŬ͕ƐǁŝǀĞůůĞĚŐĞŶƚůǇĂŶĚǁĂŝƚĞĚ͘
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YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICING TEAM
Your Neighbourhood Policing Team is made up of a Sergeant, Police Officers and Police Community Support Officers.
Contact these officers for Towcester, Hulcote, Heathencote, Showsley, Caldecote, Wood Burcote, Tiffield, and Easton Neston.

SGT GREG TAYLOR

PC JOSH ELLARD

PC JIM KING

Your Neighbourhood Team is
based within the Community at
Towcester and are often the first
port of call for an emergency as
the closest Police resource.
The team also has a wealth of
other responsibilities in respect of
safeguarding vulnerable people,
working with educational
establishments, crime investigation
and intelligence gathering.
PCSO have become known in local
schools to efficiently capture the
ear of 1000’s of primary age
children within South Northants.
We can deliver a huge range of key
messages and safety
presentations. These include drugs
& county lines, knife crime, road
safety, online safety, Crime
Stoppers and Fearless.
Our current force focus,
"A Matter of Priority" puts a
spotlight on the four crime types
which we will give special attention
to in the next 12 months:
● Serious & Organised Crime,

PCSO CHARLOTTE MORRIS

● Knife Crime,
● Domestic Abuse, and
● Anti-Social Behaviour
Over the next few months, we will
also focus on Locally Identified
Priorities requested by you:
1. Road Safety
2. Drugs
3. Acquisitive Crime
Neighbourhood Alert is an email
messaging system that all Schools,
Parish Councils, Neighbourhood
Watch, and community members
can sign up to. Register by email at
www.northamptonshire
neighbourhoodalert.co.uk to
receive current information.
Towcester Neighbourhood Watch,
your community Policing Team
and Streetwatch will be holding a
recruitment evening at 7-9pm on
13th January 2022 at Towcester
Town Hall. Please pop along to
learn more about how to get
involved in community safety.

Should you wish to discuss a particular issue or meet a member of the
team please contact via:
NT-SouthNorthantsTowcester@northants.pnn.police.uk

We use social media (Twitter: @SthNorthantsNPT and Facebook: ‘Daventry and South Northants Neighbourhood Policing Team’) and
Neighbourhood Alert in order to inform you about crime and incidents relevant to your area and some of the work that the team undertake.
Please see recent updates on catalytic convertor thefts and recovery of stolen property. Unfortunately, there are a lot of aspects of our work that
we cannot report on due to the vulnerabilities of the persons involved. You can also follow the work of our Rural Crime Team via Twitter:
@hutch472 & @NorPolRural

TO REPORT AN INCIDENT OR CRIME PLEASE USE THE 101 NON-EMERGENCY NUMBER OR 999 IF AN EMERGENCY
Do not contact the team direct. All reports must go via the Force Control Room.
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Towcester Museum Launches Campaign to Recognise Volunteer Contributions
Towcester Museum would not
exist without the valuable
support of its volunteers. To
show our appreciation for all
their hard work and
dedication, the museum will be
sharing a collection of staff
profiles over the coming
months as part of its new
‘Valued Volunteers’ campaign.
The brilliant volunteer staff are
far more than just friendly faces
or local history buffs – they are
fascinating people with
interesting stories to tell. So, we
wanted to give you the chance to
get to know them better and
provide an insight into their
lives in and out of the museum.
Here is a flavour of what you can
expect.

Let’s begin with Education &
Community Trustee and former
primary school teacher, Jane
Scrase, who has been
volunteering at Towcester
Museum for over 10 years. From
organising educational visits
with local schools, to serving
stern looks in the role of
Headmistress at the annual
Victorian Christmas, Jane is
always prepared to get dressed
up and bring history to life with
her endless energy and
enthusiasm for passing
knowledge on to the next
generation.
Jane said, “Volunteering at the
museum is a great way for me to
keep in touch with young people,
now that I have retired from
teaching. I love seeing the
children, exploring, having fun
and learning new things.”
“Our educational visits are very
popular, and we are constantly
adapting them to suit the
interests of different groups. We

try to make these visits as
interactive as possible, with the
use of replica artefacts, authentic
games and period costumes.”
“As a grandmother of two
granddaughters aged 5 and 7, I
appreciate the importance of
getting children interested in
history and sparking their
excitement from a young age. I
hope that they will continue their
passion for history as they grow
older.”
“One of the things I would really
like to do in the future is take
part in an archaeological dig. I
think it would be thrilling to
search for ruins and uncover
something that has been hidden
for hundreds or even thousands
of years. My husband and I have
even found an impressive
selection of fossils in our own
back garden.”

“I’ve made great connections
with the other volunteers, and I
really like speaking to visitors
who are interested in history. It’s
very exciting when someone
comes in with an artefact they
want to donate and I even met
comedian Phil Jupitus, who
visited us once and signed our
guest book.”

“Volunteering at Towcester
Museum has helped me to
progress my career opportunities
and improve my confidence. I
now work at the Silverstone
Interactive Museum as a
Welcome Team Member. I don’t
think I would have obtained this
job without the help and support
I received from the museum.”

“I have also helped out behind
the scenes as the museum
treasurer, and now I manage
most of the bookwork. It has
been a very rewarding experience
and I hope to volunteer for many
years to come.”

Rob Hamblin, Chairman of
Towcester Museum, said: “We
are delighted to celebrate the
commitment, hard work and
expertise of our volunteers. They
are the driving force behind so
much of our success. They teach,
inspire and encourage our
visitors to expand their interest
in local history and discover the
magnitude of Towcester’s
fascinating past.”
Towcester Museum currently
has around forty members of
volunteer staff with a further
ten who work on a flexible basis,
but they are always looking for
more people to join the
volunteer scheme.

Last, but certainly not least is
Will Sanger, who originally
joined the volunteer scheme at
16-years-old as part of his work
experience with Sponne School.

Next, we would like to introduce
you to Dave Bird who is local to
Towcester and has enjoyed
learning more about the history
of the town, as well as getting to
know fellow volunteers and
interacting with visitors. He has
also been volunteering for over
ten years.
“I’m a horologist by trade and
my expertise as a watchmaker
has enabled me to completely
renovate the 200-year-old
grandfather clock that resides in
the museum – fingers crossed it’s
now good for another 200
years.”
“I think the museum exhibitions
have been designed to a really
high standard, especially for such
a small museum. I have an
appreciation for quality and
although I’m not a history expert
myself I have learnt a lot in my
time here.”

Will enjoyed his time with the
museum so much, that he
decided to take on an internship
as a Development Coordinator in
charge of organising the
volunteer rotas, supporting
events and assisting with
marketing activities. From there,
Will became the Volunteer
Coordinator and Company
Secretary responsible for
archiving artefacts, recruiting,
and training new volunteers,
and helping with exhibition
updates.
Will said, “the thing I have
enjoyed most during my time at
the museum is interacting with
different types of people, from
different walks of life. I have met
some fascinating volunteers and
visitors alike. I also managed to
recruit a number of new
volunteers and it’s been really
rewarding to see them flourish in
their roles.
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To find out more about the
volunteering opportunities
available at Towcester Museum,
pop-in and speak to a member of
our friendly team. Alternatively,
you can call us on 01327 352662
and ask to speak to Max
Marchini our Volunteer
Coordinator.
The museum is looking forward
to hosting a series of events in
the coming months including its
popular Victorian Christmas.
Visit our website at
www.towcestermuseum.co.uk
and follow us on Facebook or
Instagram for opening times and
the latest updates.



Fresh local veg delivered from
farm to your door within 24 hours
Enjoy a seasonal selection of delicious farm-fresh
vegetables delivered to your door, sourced from
local farms to ensure maximum freshness.

Four different
box options
Call Sue on:

01908 543008 / 07922 134915
Order online at:

www.moorgatefarm.co.uk
Email: moorgatefarm@gmail.com
Bespoke orders taken, none too large
or too small, just give us a call!
Moorgate Farm | Moorend Road | Potterspury
Towcester | Northants NN12 7QG

26

TOWCESTER EVENING WI
Back in 2018, the Centenary Year of the Suffragette Movement, we
TOWCESTER EVENING WI
celebrated the life of Marie Weller in a gathering at her graveside in
the Towcester Cemetery along with her Great Nephew and his family
Back in 2018, the Centenary Year of the Suffragette Movement, we
and the Towcester Mayor. Our WI had carried out extensive research
celebrated the life of Marie Weller in a gathering at her graveside in
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on Marie Weller (Ashby) and her involvement with the Suffragette
Movement and completely revamped her grave.
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The one gap in our research has always been the lack of a photo of
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After many months of meeting on Zoom, Towcester Evening WI
After many months of meeting on Zoom, Towcester Evening WI
resumed meeting in person from September at the Sawpits Centre,
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towcesterwi@gmail.com 01327
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www.facebook.com/TowcesterEveningWI1971
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WE NEED YOU...

VOLUNTEERS
Would you like to make a
difference in your local
community and work with
young people?
Become part of our team and you will
receive:
Full training
Volunteer Enhanced DBS check
The opportunity to enrol in the
government DBS update service for free!
Safeguarding Training
First Aid Training
Great experience for a University or job
application
Level 2 Youth Award training – if desired

We deliver Youth Clubs for young people in Brackley and Towcester
and we’re looking for volunteers to support the Youth Worker in our
weekly youth club session helping to run the tuckshop, delivering
activities and sports sessions and generally supporting the young
people. We also run Play & Activity Day events and we’re about to
start a weekly skate project.

For more information or to apply please email: admin@youth-engagement.co.uk
www.youth-engagement.co.uk
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Towcester Toy Bank : Supporting Your Local Community At Christmas
Despite it being a new project, we were overwhelmed by the
support we received from our wonderful local community, and
due to the generosity of donations from individuals and local
businesses, we were able to provide 81 gift bags to children
and young people aged 0-18 living in and around Towcester.
Following requests for a Just Giving page last year, we were very
fortunate to raise £550 from generous donors in our
community. Every penny went towards new items for our gift
bags - last year, we ran out of items for children and young
people in the age range 8 -15 and the Just Giving fund enabled
us to fulfil all the referred families requests, with the last gift
bags being filled and delivered on Christmas Eve!
A Just Giving page for 2021 has been set up again for those
wishing to donate, and can be found at:

www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/ttb2022
Please contact us on Facebook or message Annie on the details
below to arrange drop-off of your donations for the Toy Bank.
Items we currently need are cuddly toys, games, puzzles,
books and Lego. Items for teenagers are also very welcome as
we were short of those last year. With your support, together we
can make a difference for many of our local children and their
families this Christmas. Thank you.

Thank you to everyone who has contacted us since our last
article in the Towcester Town Crier.
For those who have not heard of us, Towcester Toy Bank
(TTB) was set up last year by mother and daughter, Annie and
Katrina, in response to the Covid-19 crisis that left many families
struggling to provide gifts for their children due to job losses
and/or illness, for example. As we both work in Children’s
Services, we knew we wanted to provide an anonymous referral
system linked with local established agencies and resources
(such as schools and churches) to support local families in
Towcester and the surrounding villages.

Contact Details:
Annie Simpson / Katrina Harris
Facebook: @towcestertoybank
Email: anniesimpson2957@gmail.com

KEEP CALM & CARRY ON
Pictured are some of those local
people who recently walked for
CALM.
We support the Campaign Against
Living Miserably (CALM) and we’re
united against suicide.
That means standing against feeling
sh*t, standing up to stereotypes, and
standing together to show life is
always worth living. Stand with us.
Join the campaign and help us make
sure everyone gets the support they
need, no matter what.
To make a donation, please go to:
www.thecalmzone.net/donate
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Safe At Home
From companionship through to complex care needs
our trusted and highly trained team are by your side,
keeping you safe in your home for longer.
Our visit times range from 30 minutes right up to
live-in care. We offer everything from personal
care to shopping, cleaning or social visits.

Recruitment:
We are looking for professional
and dedicated carers to join our
team in the Towcester area.
Flexible hours available, please
get in touch to find out more.

Contact Us:
01908 299 032
www.bluebirdcare.co.uk/milton-keynes
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TOWCESTER STUDIO BAND – Finally back in the Band Room!
As another year passes by, the committee
and members of TSB have some exiting
projects to look forward to in 2022! Early in
January, the Band will play in its first contest
for two years and that is at The Butlin’s
Skegness event.

Like every other ‘musical group’ in the
country, TSB were restricted from playing
together throughout the numerous lockdown
periods that all of society had to endure. We
all had to deal with severe challenges, in
both professional and private life. One of the
joys of being in a musical group is meeting
weekly with your pals to socialise and make
music. It’s only when those freedoms are
removed for prolonged periods that we truly
realise how important those weekly
gatherings are!
As reported in previous issues of Town
Crier, using modern technology, TSB did
produce numerous ‘virtual’ recordings that
were used across social media platforms. It
was great fun but really no substitute for
being in our wonderful Band Room and
performing together again.

picnics whilst listening to many popular
tunes arranged for brass band. The band’s
musical director, Peter Wain, was away on
holiday and so, Dave Howard took charge.
Dave is a fine Euphonium & Bass player who
is also very skilled at creating musical
arrangements for smaller groups of players.
TSB is very lucky to have recruited Dave in
the past year, as he has moved from Cardiff
to be close to his daughter, Fiona, and
family. Fiona is a talented drummer and a
key member of the band’s percussion
section.

A new event this year was another concert
in a park. This time we were engaged by
East Hunsbury Parish Council to play in their
park. Again, it was on a Sunday afternoon
and an absolute privilege to entertain a
gathering of around two hundred people in a
safe, well-planned area. The weather was
very kind, so families could enjoy their

www.towcesterstudioband.co.uk

Back in August 2020, the Band was due to
embark on its first overseas tour for several
years. The Rhinelands region of Germany
was the chosen destination but alas along
came Covid and the tour was postponed to
following
another
2021.
Well,
postponement, we are now scheduled to
tour in August 2022, so lots to look forward
to.
Finally, from everyone at Towcester Studio
Band, we send much love and best wishes
to all of our supporters and wish you all a
Merry Christmas, and a safe and Happy
New Year.
Kevin Hawkins, Towcester Studio Band

The restrictions mentioned above prevented
the Band from regrouping in our Band Room
until the middle of this year. However, we
were allowed to play together outdoors when
restrictions were changed in June. The first
series of outdoor practices were held at
Towcestrians,
before
relocating
to
Towcester racecourse. The Band were
extremely grateful to both organisations for
allowing us to use their facilities. In fact as a
thank you to the racecourse, we performed
at the Greyhound Derby which was our first
public performance since the pandemic
began.
Following on from that outdoor concert, we
then played in the Northampton ’Bands in
the Park’ programme and spent a wonderful
Sunday afternoon on August 1st in Abington
Park. The Bandstand in the park is a venue
that we are very familiar with and have been
performing there annually for more than fifty
years!

We are also working to establish a new
Development Band. The objective is to
create an environment that will facilitate the
development of players who might be quite
new to brass banding, but also those that are
returning to the movement. If anyone
reading this article is interested, please do
get
in
touch
via
our
website

Sunday, 5th December
Dobbies, Northampton
Cosgrove Xmas Lights switch-on
Saturday & Sunday, 11th & 12th
Waitrose, Towcester &
Tesco, Mereway
7:30pm, Wednesday, 15th December
Christmas Concert
St Lawrence Church
Tickets available on the door!
Dave Howard, Euphonium, Bass & Arrangements

As I write this summary in October for the
winter edition of Town Crier, the Band are
focused on the Christmas period. Our first
Christmas event was at The Bell Plantation
on 28th October for their Xmas launch event.
This was followed on 28th November by
another Christmas launch and that was a
very festive affair at The Mill Brewery.
As always, the Band’s diary in December is
very full, with events taking place every
weekend through-out the month. Please see
below the list of venues that you can hear us
help spread the Christmas cheer!
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6:30pm, Thursday, 16th December
Carols on Market Square
Saturday, 18th December
Tesco, Towcester
Sunday, 19th December
Towcester care home tour
The Mill Brewery from 2:30pm
Wednesday, 22nd December
Tesco Mereway, Northampton

When you need a
family lawyer...

...talk to a family law specialist
Call us today or email
enquiries@hawkinsfamilylaw.co.uk
Divorce & separation
Arrangements for children
Dealing with financial
issues
THE OLD COURT HOUSE
19 MARKET SQUARE
STONY STRATFORD
MK11 1BE

Prenuptial agreements
Relationship breakdown
Cohabitation
Civil Partnerships
6B WILLOWS GATE
STOKE LYNE ROAD
STRATTON AUDLEY
OX27 9AU

01908 262680

01869 225580

WWW.HAWKINSFAMILYLAW.CO.UK

32

Christmas Services
2021
There are a variety of services in Towcester to help you celebrate Christmas - the coming of Christ our Saviour
into the world. Please do join us on any occasion and we hope you will feel welcomed and blessed!

Carols in the Market Square - Thursday 16th December 6.30pm with the Studio Band
St. Mary’s, Easton Neston, NN12 7HS
Christmas Eve
24th December
3.00pm
Christmas Eve
24th December
6.00pm
th
8 January
6.00pm

Crib Service
Carols & Holy Communion
Holy Communion

St Lawrence, Towcester, NN12 6YY
5th December
12th December
Christmas Eve
24th December
Christmas Eve
24th December
Christmas Day
25th December
26th December

Christingle
Nine Lessons & Carols by Candlelight
Crib Service
Christmas night Communion
Family Communion
Benefice Service by zoom

4.00pm
6.00pm
4.00pm
11.00pm
9.30am
11.00 am

St Augustine, Caldecote, NN12 8AG
6.00pm
19th December
th
Christmas Day
25 December
11.15am

Carol Service
Christmas Communion

Methodist Church, Brackley Road, NN12 6DH
For Christmas services please check the website https://www.towcestermethodist.org
St Thomas More, Meeting Lane, NN12 6JX
For Christmas Mass times please see the newsletter on http://www.stthomasmorerc.org
Tove Valley Baptist Fellowship, Tove Valley Centre, Northampton Rd, NN12 7AH
12th December
6.00pm
Christingle
th
19 December
10.30am
Family Nativity for all-age service
th
19 December
6.30pm
Carols by Candlelight
10.00am
Christmas Service
Christmas Day
25th December
St Bartholomew’s Greens Norton NN12 8BL
28th November
6.00 pm
th
5 December
3.00pm
th
19 December
6.00pm
th
Christmas Eve
24 December
9.00 pm
th
Christmas Day
25 December
11.00 am
th
26 December
11.00 am

Advent Carols
Christingle
Carols by Candlelight
Christmas night Communion
Crib Service
Benefice Service by zoom

St Michael’s Bradden NN12 8EB
20th December
Christmas Eve
24th December
Christmas Day
25th December

Carol Singing at Bradden House Gate
Crib and Carols
Christmas Communion

6 pm
6.00 pm
9.30 am
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Support Towcester Midsummer Music
while doing your Christmas shopping!
Yoga for Pregnancy (online),
Baby Massage and Mum and
Baby Yoga
Classes running in Greens Norton,
Hardingstone and Moulton
I am an NCT trained Baby Massage
and Yoga teacher - to find out more
and book email katehbmandyoga@gmail.com or look
at www.bookwhen.com/bmyoga

For everyone that shops at smile.amazon.co.uk
Amazon will donate a percentage of the net
purchase price for millions of eligible products.
There is no additional charge to customers or
charities for this. Please consider selecting
Towcester Midsummer Music which fundraises
for the Town Mayor’s charities each year.
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"I need to speak
to someone"
We're still here to help you sort out your problem
We will be restarting our drop-in Community Advice
Hub at The Forum in Towcester from January 2022
In the meantime, if you need us, call us
If you need advice, call Adviceline on 0300 3309 037
If you're worried about debt call 0800 240 4420
If you want to talk to someone about how we can help
you - call 01327 227721
this number receives a high call volume. Please be patient - it may be 1-2 days before we can return your call

You can email us at advice@cano.org.uk
If you need to make a new claim
for Universal Credit, call our
"Help to Claim" service on
0800 144 8 444

Towcester Evening WI
in association with
Rocks & Frocks
presents a

SPRING
FASHION
SHOW
At Towcester Town Hall
Thursday April 28th 7pm
Tickets £6
includes a glass of wine
Contact details
towcesterwi@gmail.com
Margaret 01327 861195
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Towcester Town Mayor’s
Citizens Award
2021/22 Nomination Form


ŽǇŽƵŬŶŽǁĂŶǇƵŶƐƵŶŐŚĞƌŽĞƐǁŚŽƐĞƉƌĂŝƐĞƐǇŽƵΖĚůŝŬĞƚŽƐŝŶŐ͍dŚĞdŽǁŶDĂǇŽƌǁŽƵůĚůŝŬĞǇŽƵƌŚĞůƉŝŶĨŝŶĚŝŶŐ
ƉĞŽƉůĞǁŚŽŚĂǀĞŐŝǀĞŶƵƉƚŚĞŝƌŽǁŶƚŝŵĞƚŽŵĂŬĞĂŶŽƵƚƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚŝŽŶƚŽƚŚĞůŝĨĞŽĨdŽǁĐĞƐƚĞƌĂŶĚǁŚŽ
ĂĚĚƐŝŐŶŝĨŝĐĂŶƚůǇƚŽƚŚĞƋƵĂůŝƚǇŽĨůŝĨĞŽĨƚŚŽƐĞƚŚĞǇŚĞůƉ͘dŚĞǇŵĂǇĚĞƐĞƌǀĞƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƚŝŽŶĨŽƌƚŚĞŝƌƐƵƉƌĞŵĞĞĨĨŽƌƚ͕
ƐƚƌĞŶŐƚŚ͕ďƌĂǀĞƌǇ͕ŽƌĂĐŚŝĞǀĞŵĞŶƚ͘
&Žƌ ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͕ Ɖerhaps they’ve made their mark working with a ǀŽůƵŶƚĂƌǇ ŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƚŝŽŶ Žƌ ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ ƐŽŵĞ ŽƚŚĞƌ
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇĂĐƚŝǀŝƚǇ͕ƉĂŝĚŽƌƵŶƉĂŝĚ͘,ĂǀĞƚŚĞǇĂĐŚŝĞǀĞĚƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐƉĂƌƚŝĐƵůĂƌůǇŶŽƚĞǁŽƌƚŚǇǁŝƚŚŝŶƚŚĞƚŽǁŶŽƌ
enhanced the reputation of the town? Maybe they’ve made a significant contribution to the ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƚŝŽŶ Žƌ
ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚŝŽŶŽĨƚŚĞŶĂƚƵƌĂůĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚŽƌĚĞĚŝĐĂƚĞĚƚŽƉƌŽǀŝĚŝŶŐĂůŽǀŝŶŐĂŶĚƐƵƉƉŽƌƚŝǀĞĨĂŵŝůǇůŝĨĞƚŽĂĐŚŝůĚŽƌ
ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶǁŚŽĚŽŶŽƚůŝǀĞǁŝƚŚƚŚĞŝƌďŝƌƚŚĨĂŵŝůǇ͘ůůĂĐŚŝĞǀĞŵĞŶƚƐǁŝůůďĞĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĞĚ͘
/ĨƚŚŝƐƐŽƵŶĚƐůŝŬĞƐŽŵĞŽŶĞǇŽƵŬŶŽǁ͕ƚŚĞŶnow’s the time to put them forward for a Mayor’s Award.

Get nominating!
Name & address of
person submitting
the nomination
(Nominator)

Name of person
being nominated

(Nominee)

Junior

Adult

17 and under as of 31/12/21

18 and over as of 31/12/21

Address of Nominee
(We require this information so we can contact the nominee
to request their attendance at the Annual Meeting of the
Town Council should they be lucky enough to receive
recognition.)

Nominee’s telephone number
For Junior entries, this should be a parent
or carer’s telephone number

Please describe why you are nominating the person named above
Please tell us clearly what your nominee has done that makes them stand out against others. Provide as much
information as possible. Too little information makes it hard to judge. We are looking for outstanding service to
others, paid or unpaid or significant achievements that have contributed to improving people’s lives in Towcester.
You should include details of what the person you are nominating does, why you think that they should receive
an award, how you know them, and the work they do.
Continue overleaf…
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Please continue on a separate sheet if necessary

Signed :

Date :

By nominator

Closing date for entries is Monday 28th February 2022.
Please return completed nomination form to Towcester Town Mayor’s Citizens Award, Towcester Town Council,
Town Hall, 86 Watling Street, Towcester NNϭϮ 6BS.
Those who are short-listed will be contacted by 25th March 2022 and will be asked if they wish to attend the Annual
Meeting of the Town Council on 9th May 2022 at which successful nominees will be presented with their award.
Please note: The person you nominate does not have to live in Towcester. It may be that they work here, come to
the town to do voluntary work, or have lived here in the past and are nominated for the contribution they made to
town life at that time. There will be no posthumous awards.
It is regretted that individual nominations cannot be discussed. The Town Mayor will review all nominations and will
carefully consider who should receive awards. The Mayor, the Council or representatives of the Council will not enter
into discussions on the Town Mayor’s decisions. The Town Mayor’s decision is final.
Data Protection: The information given on this form will be held in accordance with data protection legislation
currently in force including the General Data Protection Regulations. Information contained on the form will be
anonymised before being judged by the Town Mayor. We may read out statements written by the nominator when
presenting the Award. Find out more about how we control and process data by reading the Privacy Statements at:
https://www.towcester-tc.gov.uk/local-council-privacy-and-cookie.html/
Contact details of Award winner(s) will be shared with The Town Council’s Office. The information you give will be
treated as confidential, but parts may be included in the citation and certificate presented to successful nominees.
For further copies of this form please email enquiries@towcester-tc.gov.uk or telephone 01327 350995.
Visit www.towcester-tc.gov.uk/citizens-award to submit your nomination online.
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We are thrilled that Rotary Santa and his team
of elves will be returning to Towcester. Funds
raised will be invested into worthwhile projects
benefiting multiple communities. Maintaining
public safety remains a top priority and
therefore COVID-19 guidance was considered
as this programme was planned. As grateful
recipients of a Tesco Community Grant, we
have purchased the trailer previously
generously loaned by F J Morris Contracting Ltd
to transport the Sleigh about.
Additionally, on the evenings of Monday
20th December and Tuesday 21st December,
Santa will be driven around every street
within Towcester town in his open-top car,
so keep your eyes peeled and be ready to
wave! Please note that Santa will not be
stopping, however donations can be paid online
at www.towcester-rotary.org.uk/shop and
are much appreciated. Further information will
be published on our Facebook and Instagram
pages.
If you are interested in volunteering, please
email me.
Rotarian Steph Jones
stephjones@towcester-rotary.org.uk

End Polio Now

Rotary Santa's Sleigh Schedule 2021

Polio is a serious viral infection that causes
nerve injury, potentially resulting in temporary,
partial or full paralysis. The eradication of polio
is one of Rotary International's longest standing
and most significant humanitarian goals. Such
a diagnosis is life-changing and life-threatening.
The purple crocus acts as the symbol of this
campaign and when a child receives the lifesaving polio drops at mass polio immunisation
days, the little finger is painted with a purple dye
to indicate vaccination. As part of the continued
effort to promote awareness of this issue, we
will be organising planting sessions in due
course. Confirmed sites include the Tove Valley
Centre and Whittlebury Park. If you are
interested in volunteering with the Towcester
#Purple4Polio team, please email Steph Jones.
We would be delighted to welcome you and are
very grateful for any support!.
If you are interested in discovering more about
Rotary and what projects the Club is involved
with locally, nationally and internationally,
please visit our website :

www.towcester-rotary.org.uk

Bell Plantation
Friday 26th November
Saturday 27th November

15:00 - 17:00
15:00 - 17:00

Aldi
Friday 3rd December
Saturday 4th December
Sunday 5th December

11:00 -15:00
11:00 -15:00
11:00 -15:00

Tesco
Friday 10th December
Saturday 11th December
Sunday 12th December

11:00 -15:00
11:00 -15:00
11:00 -15:00

Saracens Head
Wednesday15th December

18:00 - TBC

Carols on Towcester Market Square
Thursday 16th December
18:00 - TBC
Waitrose
Friday 17th December
Saturday 18th December
Sunday 19th December
Monday 20th December
Tuesday 21st December

11:00 -15:00
11:00 -15:00
11:00 - 12:00 &
13:30 -15:00
11:00 -15:00
11:00 - 15:00

Together we make a difference!
At the time of editorial, we are fast approaching the end of the Caminotocop 600 mile pilgrimage from London to Glasgow in time for the start of the 26th UN Climate Change
Conference. By the time of reading, the UN Conference and its outcome may be out of the news. What will remain, whether the Conference is regarded as successful or not, are
the issues of Climate Justice and Climate Change. One of the pilgrims’ mantras is : we walk together because we have hope. The pilgrims are peaceful and respectful of nature,
united by their faith and they invite everyone to ‘Walk with Us’.
Getting around the table and talking is one important step. Remember the slogan: Together we make a difference! Churches Together in Towcester make a difference - The
Towcester foodbank was started in 2012 by CTT as was the Renew Wellbeing Café and now the first of a Climate Change café took place on Saturday, 6th November. My guess
is that it will be repeated as people value the opportunity to listen to one another’s concerns - talking together gives us hope and encouragement.
Christmas and New Year holidays allow us a little time to reflect, not just on our own personal and family affairs, but also on those of our community. What changes we have
witnessed - the reorganisation of our local authority Council, the increase in new housing and, more importantly, new people moving into our community, the opening of the Marie
Weller primary school, the building of the relief road, the opening of the Community Fridge…………..do we mourn the loss of the green fields around the town or do we breathe
a sigh of relief at the thought of less pollution and heavy traffic passing along Watling Street? Do we regret the installation of solar panels in the fields or do we recognise the
need for sustainable pollutant free sources of energy? Because we are each individually and wonderfully made, we shall have different and diverse opinions about the various
changes, but listening to one another and sharing our concerns is an essential step to protecting the beautiful world entrusted to us.
What we do celebrate in our community is a community that cares and is kind. Let’s hope that the year ahead brings a better understanding of one another and our significant,
however small, part in our community.
Revd Lulu Pelly - On behalf of Churches Together
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WHERE
GIRLS
THRIVE

THE ONLY LEADING INDEPENDENT
GIRLS’ SCHOOL IN THE AREA

Pre-Prep/Prep/Senior/Sixth Form

VISIT US

To book a personalised
tour or to enquire about our
admissions process please
contact our admissions
team on 01280 812610
or via email admissions@
thorntoncollege.com
or visit our website.

For girls ages 3 to 18 years old.

THORNTONCOLLEGE.COM
Thornton college exists to provide quality education. Registered charity no. 247358
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